
May 11 State Department production 
Apparently responsive to request for Clinton's recommendations regarding 
U.S. support to anti-Gaddafi forces.  Complaint ¶ 122 (1). 
 
Notes—Bethany Stotts  
The May 11 production does not directly connect to the Benghazi 
investigation, in that it provides information largely based upon news 
reports and about humanitarian efforts within Libya during the civil war 
there.  It also provides news about the TNC’s pursuit of weapons and 
weapons buyback program. 
 
One major theme of the documents is the plight of the sub-Saharan African 
population under the Transitional National Council.  Page 21 states, 
 

“Further to media reports TNC allied forces and armed civilians were 
rounding up thousands of black Libyans and migrants from sub-
Sarahan Africa after accusing them of fighting for Col. Qadhafi, USAU 
notes that the AU emphasized the TNC needed to increase its efforts 
domestically and internationally to ensure these actions would not be 
tolerated.”  

 
Clare has indicated that Arabs generally dislike blacks, and that it is not out 
of the ordinary for this group to have been targeted during a revolution.  
 
I did find evidence in other books that indicated the TNC was sending 
Islamist militias to target sub-Saharan African populations.  In this case, it 
was Libya Shield doing the killing. Libya Shield’s commander, Wisam bin 
Hamid, was seen fighting with Ansar al Sharia and reportedly refused to 
provide assistance during the September 11, 2012 attacks. 
 
From The Jihadist Plot, describing the actions of Hamid: 
 

Contemporary reports in Arabic media, including the local Benghazi-
based pro-rebellion media, identified Wisam bin Hamid as the 
commander of the rebel forces that laid siege to Sirte. This means 
that whether directly or indirectly, it was with bin Hamid that NATO 
command was coordinating its aerial operations. It also means that it 
was bin Hamid’s men who seized and slaughtered Muammar al 
Qaddafi following the NATO bombardment on the morning of October 
20, 2011.  

http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2014/08/ansar_al_sharia_ally.php


 
… turned up in western news reports at the head of a so-called Libya 
Shield Brigade, which had been dispatched by Libya’s interim 
government from Benghazi to remote Kufra, deep in the Sahara 
nearly 600 miles to the South. The ostensible purpose of the 
deployment was to quell unrest that had broken out between a local 
Arab tribe, the Zuwayya, and a black African tribe, the Toubou. In a 
June 30 French-language AFP report, Hamid’s brigade was even 
described as a “peace-keeping force.”  
 
But Wisam bin Hamid is an odd sort of “peacekeeper.” Only weeks 
earlier, the very same AFP reported that his forces were pounding 
Toubou neighborhoods of the city with heavy artillery. Tribal chief 
Issa Abdelmajid accused the brigade of trying to “exterminate” the 
Toubou. The hostility of the Libya Shield forces to the Toubou might 
have its roots in Takfiri ideology. Although the Toubou have been 
Islamized in recent times, they reportedly continue to mix their 
version of Islam with many pre-Islamic animist beliefs and practices. 
 
… A report from a Norwegian NGO notes that even after a ceasefire 
had been negotiated in Kufra, “Libyan Shield militiamen drove around 
town flying the Prophet Mohammed’s black flag of jihad from their 
vehicles’ aerials. The allusion to the “Prophet Mohammed’s black flag 
of jihad” is a euphemism… Libya Shield forces fly the modern flags of 
jihad.” 
 

There is one mention of the February 17 Martyrs Brigade on page 26, 
which states, “Ismail Salabi, an Islamist commander in the anti-Qadhafi 
February 17 Brigade, called for the TNC to resign, media report.”  
 
Other quotes from the FOIA production include “A stash of Russian-made 
surface-to-air missiles is missing from a Tripoli weapons warehouse. 
Witnesses report TNC fighters and others stole the armaments” (page 31) 
and “The TNC will initiate a weapons buyback program once Libya is fully 
under TNC control” (page 42).  
 
However, I would say that most of the information within this production 
remains background information. Most, if not all, of it is derived from news 
reports and non-governmental organization reports. 
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