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Tt SOUPHANOUVONG COMMENTS ON LPLA 'VICTORIES,% POW ISSUE ... <« ~° , < . = '~ ' °.
o ' AFTONBLADET Interview ' o

PATHET LAO NEWS AGENCY ch-nc-stmé) in English 0630 OMT 11 Apr TA I .

(h:t) Sam Neua April 11 (KPL)--Prince Souphanouvong, chairmin of the lac Patriotic
Pront Central Committee, has granted an !.ntorvh\r to Brik Erikason, correspondent of
the Swedish paper APTONBLADET on the gresat victory won recsntly by the Iao patriodte
forces on the (THighway 9) front. Pollowing ars the questions and ansvers: . N

A Question l--How do you evaluate the importance of the rescent victory of the Iao
- patriotic forces in defeating the VU.S.-Saigon invasion of southern lacs?

Ansver 1--By conducting the operation "Dewey Canyon 11" {iater dudbbed “lam Son 719%)

e against the Highway 9 area in southern laos with over 20,000 U.5. and Saigon puppet

" Y trobps as reserve’ force on'the other side-of-the border undc* the-cover-of massive . ..a: .

U.S. Afr Porce and artillery logistic support, the U.S. imperialists and (ftheir
henchmen) hoped they could save the *Vietnamization of the war® plan §n South Viet
#an from bankruptcy. This was 2180 aimed st weakening the Indochines¢ psoplea’ war
of resistance against U.S. aggression, for national salvation and c.ha__hgo the war
situation in Indochina to their sdvantage. They vanted to test the gffectiveness of
the Nixon doctrine on using Asians to fight Asians, and Indochinege $0 fight Indo-
chinese in the interest of the neocolonialist poncy of the U.8.,

‘The U.8.-Saigon operation in southern laos has ondtd 1n conmplete defeat. The lao
patriotic forces and people, with the close cooperation of the tntcml armies and
peoples of South Viet Fan and Csmbodin and enjoying the -asxistance of the people of
the D.R.V.N, have von complete victory. The southern laos exploit bears s very
important significance. It 43 the biggest victory ever known in the history of the
iao people’s resistance to imperialist sggression; we have wiped out tens of thousands ,
of enemy troops, seized or destroyed a larger quantity of war materials than in any
previous military cammign, foiled all tactics of the enemy and caused them to il
to attain any odjective. The lao patriotic forces and people have firmly defended
the lideration zone, proved their strength, and pushed ahead their resistance in
all fields. This success of strategic significance has opcned bruht prospects for
our wvar of resistance against V.8. aggression.

It has upaet the n.s. strategic design 4in 1aos and helped Arive the U.8. and its
e Quislings on all other fronts in Indochina into & mors serious passive and losing
T position. It is also a hard blow dealt at the Nixon doctrine and the "Vietnamization
of the war*® poncy. &8 well as the neocolonialist rox'nuh "puppst army plus maximum
U.5. air and logistic support®. .

It can be- 3214 that this victory 4s & common victory of the three Indochiness paoples.
: It i3 the victory of the solidarity, combat ovordination, mutusl support and

: assistance of the Indochiness Peoples in their resistance to the common enemy--the
U.5. imperialist aggressors.

: For al) o.rrorh of the Nixon clique to hide tﬁeir defeats, there 1s no dou.: thst our
: great victory in southern Iaos will affect the political situation in the 2.3., and
strongly stimulate the progressive forces in the U.B8. to stand .up tgcinst the policy

of wvar and aggression pursued dy the Nixon administration and %o drmand Nixon $o . v
* Quickly get American troops out.of the Indochina war. .
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Questicn 2--Do you think the V.5. vill escalate its war in Iaos?

. [ 3

Angwer 2--The U.8. imperialists, stubborn and bellicose by nature, still have not
renounced their agpressive schemes. They are plotting to massively dispateh Thai -t
comdat forces and Saigon puppet troops to laos to coordinate with the rightist aray v
and the C.1.A.-commanded Vang Pno "special foroes® in new military adventures.:+ Tens
of thousands of Thai troops are nov present in Iacs. Mny other Thai units have been:
mustered along thc Thailand-laos dborder, ready to enter and fight in uo:. -3 A

ol
The lao ptr:otxc forces and people are resolved to heightln mrthcr their vuihnoo -
i : and get ready to smash a1l nev military adventures of 'tho U.8. and its stooges. Cal
Question 3J--Since April 1970, the cooperation between the Indochinese countries has - .-
i strengthened. MHow i3 this eoopcntion at the prnent time? . :-;

- v

-

Answer 3--In the light of the joint declaration of the Indochtnen Peoplu' S\uait —
Conference in April 1970, the combat solidarity and mutual support and psuhncc among
the three Indochiness peoples have strengthened with every passing day.. The scuthern
Iap victory, as I have said, 1z & splendid expression of that close rc}itton. Bach
step of wvar escalation taken by the U.5. in Indochina will certainly make the Indo-
chinese peoples unite still more closely, struggle norc powsrfully, and deal hnrdur -
dlows &t the enemy. . . ) v s
\ ‘e c e
Quest fon “il-wmat 13 the policy of the lso Patriotic Pront towards uptnrod sneny
soldiers and Anerican pilots? \ Coal

Amver Y~-The L.P.F. has made public a concrete policy towards enemy soldiers or agents
captured or giving themselves up inciuding G.I.s. All the Ancrican pilots engaged in
bomdbings or toxic chemical sprays on lao territory are considered criminals and enenies
of the lao peopls. But, once captured, they have been treated in accordance with the

humane policy of the L.P.P. A
The d\’ultion of enemy captives including uv.5. pllots will be settled immediately after
the U.S. stops its intervention and aggression in Iaos first and foremost, ends the

3

L bombing of Jaos territory. . v i

————,——— . ¢
Question 5--The U.S. bombing level in laos has of late increased considerably. Wnat
- damage have the bombings caused? What difficulties have the people in the bdombed
areas met in attending to the wounded following air strikes? What is the present
.. sconomic situation in the liberated zone in view of these bombing reids? ‘

Ansver 5--1In defiance of all international lav, the U.5. imperialists have since

My 1964 employed its air forces to attack the lao territery in a most barbarous manner.
They have also spread various kinds of toxic chemicals on vast libersted aress. The

: U.S. has committed heinous crimes against the Iao population. Many hospitals,

’ : pagodss and temples, and schools...have been destroyed. Miny villages and district

: A towns have been razed to the ground. In one district town, hundreds of civilians,

: wostly old persons, women and childfen, were massacred in s U.S. dombing raid. You

¢ have visited several places in the liberated zone and could see many villages, district

towns and provincial capitals destroyed or damaged, and many innocent civilisns

i
_i saimed by U.B. boads and shells and noxious chemicals.
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1 Over ncent months, U.8. lttlckl 14 Lacs have been biought to an unprecedénted level :*® e
Each day, U.8, atireraft including B-52¢ have reletsed anl average of more than 3,000-7"'. 4

j tons of bombs on lac territory. In other words, the destructive power of the

:, ) bombs released on Laos in a week is equal to that of an atomic bomd droppod on

b Hiroshima in 1945, -

b .

11

In spite of the losses and difficulties they have caused to our plople iH the libkrated
sone, U.S. bombs and shells can in no way shake their Pignting will anda nigh
4 - - - determinatioh. With the spirit of Bolidarity ahd lutdli dbsistahce and the spiril
“.. "« Of self<reliance and the great and all-round support from the fraternal countried,
" the peopleiin the 1iberated zone have overcome 8ll difficulties and stepped up ' o
production in the 1ight of the practical conditioni of esch region. Ydu cah sed
) - for yourselves the statistics on economic building and cultural development in the
! : 1iberated zone already pubdlished in the newspapers and doculients of the Lop. k. :
‘ This you eould have 81so seen in the sctivity of & numbder ¢r economic establishmentd -« -
Jou hive visited. .

(V" 1 N

Question 6--Some pspers have speculdted on the possidility 6f the U.S8. using tacticil
nuclesr weapons in southern u_ol. Do you have any comments on this matter?

Answer G-~The time when the U.8. could threaten mankind with it$ “muclear bogus®

has definitely gone: .The .U.S5. no longer has the moriopoly of HUBlear weapons. 1f the
U.8. war maniacs recklessly use nuclear wespons, be it only tactical nuclear weibpons,
in an attempt to stave off their defeats, this will de dn dbt ol‘ suioide. Certainiy,
he vho sows the wind will reap the nhirlwind.

The American people and the peace-lovihg péople or the world wzh hever allov the
U.S. war maniacs to have things their own way. Certainly, they will rxu up to stay
the latter's hands and prevent their fodlish nctl.

Question 7--What is the x..r F.l8:stand regarding the talks with Prince Souvanni
- . Phouma in \r.lonthm’

. Answer T-=0n March 6, 1970 the Lao Patriotic Pront fade pnbnc its five~point political

. solution for the fac problem. That solution remains the correct basis for the settlemehit
of the Lao issue. The L.P.F. stand 1s that the 1ac prodlen must de settled by the
faoc parties concerned, on the bdasis of the 1962 Geheva unounu on laos and the
realities of the present situation in Laocs.

' Over the recent past I have twice sent my envoy to Vientilhe to discuss with Phince
Souvanna Phouma the preparations for the meeting between our a-d his plenipoteritiiry
representatives at Xhang Xhay simed at creating favorable cohditions for the pirties
concerned in laos to mest and settle the lac issus. But under the pressure of the
U.S. and the extremists in Vientiane, Prince Souvanna Phouxa has many times changed
his mind, thus landing the talks into a complets deddlock,

At present, if the talks are to resume and achieve positive results, the U.8. must stopc

its intervention and sggression in faos, withdrew 811 U.8. troops and troops of the
Saigon puppctl and Thai mercenaries fton lacs, and end the bonbin; of laos territory

vxthout utttng sny oonduion whatsoever.®




