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ESCAPEE UPS COUNT OF U,S. PILOTS IN LAOS TO !SCORES!
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[Excerpt] - Banglkok, j)ac\ «~-Scores ot‘ Americans may be under arrest in a Laotian - .
prison camp near the border with Vietnanm, acconding to a French pilot who escaped [rom |
a prison -near Vientiane last month. The pillot, . sb, who was being expelled

from Thailand to France tonight, expressed the conviction that up to 100 Americans might
be held, based on a conversation he had with a truck driver who claimed to have seen then,

In an interview today, s¢ ' said the truck driver, son of his adoptive father, had
described the prison camp as being full of "big whites,” presumably American pilots .
captured during Vietnam war-related missions. "The Laotians don't build prison caaps for
less than 100 people and they don't mix in Jjust anybody. OCiven the history of U.S.
involvement, I belleve they were Americans,”.said: L % who claims to have worked
for United States intelligence.

The U.S. Embassy in Bangkok was unable to confira or deny S¢ claimg uhich‘have'
varied ccnsiderably since he arrived in the Thai border province of Nong Khal after
suimming the iiekeng 11 days ago.
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Th2 old year will shortly pas3 ana the new year will tegin, jlcecoriing tc the Lao pecplels
sraditicns, lew Year?s Zve will fall on 13 April 1536 2t 1248; and few Yasr!s Day will fa1}
sa 13 Aprix 1580 25 1738 (lunar calendari.

In the old year, the Lao peospls of all nationalities hawve snergetically smulated $0 5Core
2 tzne forthceming new year with

achievezents to bid farewell to Zi2 old year and welcor £

spirit of vigor, Joy and determination to overceme 211 otstzcles czused oy “sHe n--‘a—‘"
eneny and naturzl disasiers. This spiriy s ref lec..e.- 5y the zovemesnt 2 poroduce Joc?
cupplies in agrizsultural ccoperatives, build {rrissSicn nrojects, dzfend the cc Ly,
maintain pudlic security and improve education, culsurs zmd our living coniltilons, ::
¢learly stipulated in the seventh resolution of the pzrty Sentrzl Committee.

‘l
for the new year,' an a..mospnere ol revolut-cnar'y e::::"_: . energed, an a:-r.o..pnerc
taratlons for celebrating the two historic Jays--the 25:& mnirersary or the estatb

of the LPRF and <he Sth annivarsary of the establisnk she LZIR. oreover,

wtmoschere ar2rged at a time when the revolution in 2 wd the x:r-l: was bt

into full play tts ollensive and superior positien In %I muzzle against the izge
! i ehae Solling react lonar y ruling cligue, zhus tly aflacting the revciutlon

wr i osaciaiist Srastormation ind construciion i:: our coMnIrY.
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