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DEPARTMENT SAID: THE UNITED STATES HAS PUT AN END TO AN
INVESTIGATION INTO REPORTS THAT U.S. SERVICEMEN CAPTURED OURING THE
VIETNAM WAR HAD BEEN MOVED TO THE FORMER SOVIET UNION. SHE SAIOD:
U.S. EMBASSY OFFICIALS IN MOSCOW DID CONDUCT AN INVESTIGATION BUT
“COULD NOT FIND ANY EVIDENCE TO SUBSTANTIATE THESE REPORTS. SHE ALSO
SAID: THE U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT HAS CONSIDERED THESE CASES AS
CLOSED UNLESS NEW EVIDENCE IS FOUND.

THUS, ANOTHER PLAY ABOUT THE SO-CALLED U.S. PRISONERS-OF-WAR
BEING ALIVE IN VIETNAM OR MOVED FROM VIETNAM TO OTHER COUNTRIES HAS
ENDED AND THE RESULTS OF TH{IS PLAY ARE SIMILAR TO THOSE IN THE PAST,
THAT 1S TO SAY, THEY HAVE ALL BEEN QUICKLY REJECTED BY BROAD
SEGMENTS OF THE PUBLIC. .

THE PEOPLE WHO FABRICATED THIS STORY HAVE HAD THEIR PHONY AND
OECEITFUL NATURE LAID BARE EVEN MORE CLEARLY. VIETNAM'S ASSERTION
THAT NO U.S. PRISONERS-OF-WAR WERE EITHER STILL ALIVE IN VIETNAM OR
MOVED TO OTHER COUNTRIES HAS GAINED MORE CREDIT.

{T 1S INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THOSE WHO REJECTED REPORTS ABOUT
U.S. SERVICEMEN STILL ALIVE IN VIETNAM ARE REPRESENTATIVES OF MANY
AUTHORITATIVE U.S. AGENCIES RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF THE
POW AND MiA 1SSUE.

ABOUT S1X MONTHS AGO, U.S. DEFENSE SECRETARY CHENEY SAID: THERE
IS NO -SOUND EVIDENCE THAT U.S. SERVICEMEN ARE BEING DETAINED IN

" VIETNAM. ALL THE PHOTOS BROUGHT FORWARD WERE DOCTORED. MR. VESSEY,
A SPECIAL ENVOY OF U.S. PRESIDENT BUSH, ALSO SA!D: THERE IS NO
EVIDENCE TO CONCLUDE THAT U.S. POWS ARE STILL ALIVE IN SOUTHEAST
ASIA. .

THIS TIME, THE U.S. CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, ClA, ALSO

ADMITTED THAT IT HAD NO DOCUMENTATION OF A CIA AGENT CAPTURED DURING

THE WAR IN SOUTH VIETNAM HAVING BEEN INTERROGATED BY SOVIET

INTELLIGENCE AGENTS IN 1978. A CIA AGENT WAS CAPTURED IN SOUTH

VIETNAM IN 1968 AND WAS RETURNED TO THE UNITED STATES IN MARCH 1973.

ANOTHER CIA AGENT WAS ALSO CAPTURED !N SOUTH VIETNAM IN APRIL 1975

AND WAS FREED (N OCTOBER 1975.

THE PLAY ABOUT U.S. POWS STILL ALIVE EITHER IN VIETNAM DR IN THE .
FORMER SOVIET UNION HAS ENDED. YET, THE PUBLIC STILL RAISES THESE
QUEST!IONS: WHO STAGED THIS PLAY? WHAT ARE THEIR MOT{VES?

FIRST OF ALL, THESE INCLUDE THE VERY PEOPLE WHO STILL CLING TO AN
OUTDATED HOSTILE POLICY TOWARD VIETNAM. THEY HAVE TRIED BY ALL
MEANS TO HAMPER THE NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED
STATES AND VIETNAM AND HENCEFORTH, IMPEDE THE TREND TOWARD BUSINESS
COOPERATION WITH VIETNAM THAT MANY BUSINESS PEOPLE WORLDWIDE,
INCLUDING MANY U.S. ALLIES, HAVE FOLLOWED. AS RECENTLY AS 7 JANUARY
1992, IN A U.S. TELEVISED INTERVIEW, FORMER U.S. PRESIDENT NIXON
REPEATED THE SAME OLD ARGUMENT THAT VIETNAM HAS COMMITTED A SERIES
OF WRONGFUL DEEDS AND THAT VIETNAM KNOWS MORE THAN WHAT (T SAID
ABOUT THE FATE OF 2,000 OR MORE U.S. POWS LISTED AS MISSING IN
INDOCHINA, HE EVEN REQUESTED THAT THE UNITED STATES NOT ESTABLISH
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH VIETNAM UNTIL AFTER THE LATTER CHANGES ITS
POLICY.

ANOTHER GROUP OF PEOPLE HAVE DEL{BERATELY INVENTED A POW-AND-MIA
STORY (N A BiD TO MANIFEST THEIR SORDID SCHEME AIMED AT EXTORTING
MONEY FROM FAMILIES OF U.S. SERVICEMEN MISSING IN THE INDOCHNINA WAR
AND FROM AGENCIES RESPONSIBLE FOR THE POW-~AND-MIA ISSUE. IN AN
EOITORIAL ENTITLED: A DARK SCHEME AIMED AT EXTORTING MONEY THROUGH
THE MIA 1SSUE, THE U.S. PAPER THE NEW YORK TIMES SAID: (INDIVIDUALS
WORKING FOR CRUEL INDUSTRIES IN THE UNITED STATES AND SOUTHEAST ASIA
HAVE AVAILED THEMSELVES OF THE FLICKERING HOPE OF FAMILIES OF U.S.
SERVICEMEN MISSING IN ACTION TO ADVERTISE FOR THEIR NAMES AND TO
LCOLLECT MONEY THROUGH THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MIA FUNDS. THE PAPER
ALSO POINTED OUT: THE BUSINESS OF COLLECTING MONEY IN THE NAME OF
MISSING PERSONNEL IS VERY LUCRATIVE. MANY PEQPLE LIVING IN EXILE IN
THE UNITED STATES HAVE OFTEN PUBLICIZED FALSIFIED DOCUMENTS WITH
QUESTIONS LIKE: DON'T YOU KNOW THAT (N ONLY A FEW WEEKS WE CAN
BRING HOME FORMER SERVICEMEN WHO ARE STILL ALIVE? WE NEEO AT LEAST
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VIETNAM'S UNSWERVING STANCE IS THAT NO U.S. SERVICEMAN IS STILL
ALIVE IN VIETNAM AND THAT VIETNAM HAS DONE ALL IT CAN TO COOPERATE
WITH THE UNITED STATES [N THE SETTLEMENT OF THE POW AND MIA ISSUE.
LIKE IT OR NOT, U.S. POLITICAL CIRCLES HAVE RECOGNIZED VIETNAM'S

“GOODWILL ATTITUDE. (USTED), A RESEARCH SPECIALIST OF THE
INTELLIGENCY AGENCY UNDER THE U.S. DEFENSE DEPARTMENT ON ASSIGNMENT

~ AT THE HANOI-BASED MIA OFFICE, SAID: 1 MUST ADMIT THAT VIETNAM HAS
BEEN VERY ENTHUSIASTIC IN THIS MATTER. | CANNOT EXPECT VIETNAM TO
DO ANYTHING BEYOND THAT POINT.

WE HAVE ALSO ASCERTAINED THAT THE POW AND MIA ISSUE IS A
HUMANITARIAN ONE. VIETNAM 1S DETERMINED NOT TO ACCEPT ANY ATTEMPTS
TO ATTACH POLITICAL STRINGS TO THIS ISSUE. ALL DARK SCHEMES AIMED
AT DISTORTING THE TRUTH AND DENYING VIETNAM'S GOODWILL ATTITUDE AS
WELL AS AT USING THE POW AND MIA ISSUE TO SERVE INDIVIDUAL INTERESTS

WILL BE CONDEMNED BY THE PUBLIC
(ENDALL) PC531601.009 160015 NH[::::::::::]PS 16/0523Z JAN BT
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