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ROUTIKE TYUW RUERTIASSZ0 2130521 [4PCSSIBLE FGR TN AWEFICINS 1O PUBSUE THE MaTTER OF POW'S
R 2005131 a6 88 EEFECTIVELY 35D THAT THE wh3ER CF 20u'S AS (5TiMATED 3Y T8¢
F C1A7000 SMERICINS, 1070, IS HIGHER THEN THE ACTUAL FIGURE. HE CONCLUDED 5Y
10 OLA//VO-PW/COL JOSEPH SCHLATTER - SAYING THAT HE HA0 NG 1DEA HOV MANY POW'S VERE BEING HELD IN LACS
INFO NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL//DIRECTOR OF ASIAN AND CANBOGIA. (COWMENT: 1T IS UNCLEAR WNETHER THE 1,270 FIGURE IS
AFFALRS/RICHARD CHILORESS FOR ALL OF INDOCHINA OR MERELY VIETNAN. THE NOTIVATION FOR THE

DEPT OF STATE//CHIEF INR/SEA/PAULA CAUSEY [ 0 MALE SUCH REVELATIONS TO THE CONTACT
lf %NCLUR. 1T IS ALSO UNCLEAR WHY OR KOW

St\\lt il | LD HAVE ACCESS TO SUCH TNFORMATION. |
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SUBJECT: HEARSAY INFORMATION ON VIETWAMESE RETENTION OF-POW‘S
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THIS SaME| [ ALSO PROVIDED INFORMATION THAT WAS DISSININATED AS
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JDURING AN INFORMAL CONVERSATION IN ABOUT
1286 wIkiL ] AN ASSISTANT CONSULAR
OFFICER OF A VIETNAMESE EMBASSY STATED THAT THE VIETNAMESE
GIVERMMENT STILL HELD AMERICAK PRISONERS OF VAR (POW) FROM THE
INOO(}INA WAR. BUT COULD MOT RETURN THEN BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN
{0 AS THE RESULT OF TCRTURC BY THE SORTH VIETNAMESE. HE SAID
THAT TO RETURN THESE PRISCNERS WCULD BE TOD EMBARRASSING TQ THE -
VIETNAMESE GOVERMMENT. WHEN ASKED WAETHER ME HeD ACTUALLY SEEN
THESE PRISONERS. OR IF HE VAS ONLY_ REPEATING RUMORS. HE STATED THAT
HE WOULD NOT MAKE SUCH A COMMENT IF IV WERE NOT TAUE. HMIS REMARKS
* WERE VERY BRIEF,.AND MA PERSONAL €ONVERSATTON.
CComENT STATED THAT KE DID
NOT Sk THE CONSULAR ASSISTANT OFFICER ANY FURTHER QUESTIONS ABOUT
THIS SUBJECT. AND THIS OFFICER DIO NOT VOLUNTEER ANY ADDITICNAL
INFORMATION . ) JSAID THAT IN THE 10 YEARS HE
M,

)
~i(
-

THIS wAS THE ONLY TIME

LU AMERICANS ALIVE IN
VIZTNAM, ASKED THE COMSULAR CFFICER MOV HE KNEW
ThIS INFORMATION, BUT THE LATTER GAVE NC DIRECT REPLY. STATING ONLY
THAT KE WOULO NOT. HAVE PROVIDED THE INFORMATION IF HE KNEW [T VERE

UNTRUE . . : =
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Im tALL 138], WHEN HE wrin & CASUAL CONTACT, b Lot , e
WAT THERE ARE LESS Lﬂm“mﬂ’cﬂ_ﬁr—l - . h
UZTER RCWARKED IN A SCPERATE COMVERSATIG THAT THERE vm mr S IN fiew 77 '\/ f',f,(.z/ <l ﬂ« 77 ”’ )
L:0S AND CaM3001A. BOTH IN INCWN 3ND LNTNOWY LCCATIONS.. ¢ / £y
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