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SuBJ: THE LO GACH AND BAU NON REZDUCATION CAMPS IN DONG NAI
PROVINCE, VIETNAM e

00I: _ FEBRUARY 1973 TO FEBRUARY 1930

SOURCE : /

SUMMARY: THEZ LD GACH REEDUCATION €aM> waS ESTAELISHED IN
FESRUARY 1977, IN BA TO VILLAGE. XUYEN MOC VILLAGE. DONG NAT
PROVINCE, SOCIALIST REPUELIC OF VIETHIM (SRV!'. IN 1977 AND
©1978. THERE WERE 300 TO 400 PRISONERS AT THE CAMP., THERE WERE
RICE PRODUCTION, BRICK PRODUCTION ANC LAND CLEZARING UNITS AT LO
GACH CAMP., THE REPORT NOTES THE OUTIES CF GUARD FORCES AT THE
CAMP AND LISTS THE NAMES OF THE KEY CRCRES. THE LO GACH CamP
WAS CLOSED DOWN IN SEPTEMBER -1278. 7THE BAU NON REEDUCATION
CAMP WAS LOCATED ABOUT EIGHT KILOMETERS WEST OF THE 8A TO
INTERSECION IN BAa TO VILLAGE. THERZ <ZRE ABCUT 400 PRISONERS
IN THIS CAMP THROUGH FEBRUARY 1980. THE BAU NOM CaMP INMATES
HANDLED AGRICULTURAL TASKS NEAR THi CaMP. THE BAU NON
REEDUCATON CAMP WAS STILL OPERATING IN FEBRUARY 1980. THERE
WERE NO FOREIGN DR AMERICAN PRISONERS AT THESE CAMPS,

TEXT: 1. THE LO GACH (BRICK KILN} REEOUCATION CAMP WAS

ESTABLISHED IN FEBRUARY 1977, IN BL TS VILLAGE, XUYEN MOC

DISTRICT, OONG NAl PROVINCE, SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

(SRV). THE CAMP WAS LOCATED ALONG ¢ DIRT RDAD ABQUT FOUR

KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF THE BA TO INTERSECTION OF THE BA <
RIA-XUYEN MOC AND HAM TAN-LONG KHANH ROADS. THE_LO

WAS A SUB-CAMP OF THE BAU I AM REEOUCATION CAMP AT THE BA TO
INTERSECTION IN XUYEN MOC DISTRICY.

2. BETWEEN FEBRUARY 1977 4ND SEPTEMBER 1978 THE NMBER
OF INMATES AT LO GACH FLUCTUATEOD BE™#ZEN 300 AND 400 PERSONS.
THERE WERE ND AMERICAN OR FOREIGN PHISONERS AT THE CAMP, NOR
WERE ANY FOREIGN ADVISORS POSTED THERE.
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3. THE PRISONERS WERE HOUSED IN TWO LONG MOUSES, EacH
ABLE TO ACCOMMODATE ® TO 200 INMATES. FOR LABDR DETAIL AND
SECURITY PURPOSES. TwE PRISONERS WERE DIVIDED INTO THREE MAIN
GROUPS :

A. A °C RUONG® ELEMENT, MEANING RICE PRODUCTION
UNIT, CONSISTING MAINLY OF FORMER GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM (GWN) -
VUNIOR-GRADE POLICE PERSONNEL, AND HAMLET AND VILLGE OHIEFS.

E. A °C PHAT QUANG®, LAND CLEARING UNIT, CHARGED
WITH PREPARING wiSTELAND FOR AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION. THIS
UNIT ALSO GREW PEPPERNINT: AND CORN ON CLEARED LAND. IT WAS
- MADE UP OF FORMER GWN JUNIOR GRADE MILITARY AND CIVILIAN
‘ PERSONNEL, AND [NCLUDED OTHERS WHO FAILED TO REPORT FOR
REEDUCATION IN AFRIL 197S. :

k)

C. THE "C LD GACH® ELEMENT, MEANING BRICK KI{N
. UNIT, WAS TASKED WITH-JUILDING A BRICK KILN FOR THE MANUF ACTURE
' OF BRICKS, WHICH JERE SENT TD THE BAU LAM CAMP FOR DISTRIBUTICON

AND USE THROUGHOL? DONG NAT PROVINCE. THIS UNIT INCLUOED .

- CRIMINALS AND PEGPLE WHO WERE CAPTURED ATTEMPTING TO ESCAPE

- FROM VIETNAM

4. THERZ 4ERE NO SENTRIES POSTED AT TWE MAIN GATE DF
THE LO GACH CAMP, BUT TWERE WERE "SEVERAL ARMED GUARDS STATIONED
IN'FRONT OF THE STAFF OFFICES WITHIN THE CCWPOUND.  ARMED
PUBLIC SECURITY GUARDS ESCORTED LABOR UNITS ON DETAILS NEAR THZ !
CAMP. WHENEVER THE LABOR UNITS VERE ON DUTY, A SMALL GROUP OF
PUBLIC SECURITY SERSONNEL WENT ING IN THE JUNGLE AREAS
ADJACENT TO THE wORKSITES. COMMENT: THE MHUNTERS
PROBABLY FUNCTICNED AS A PERIMETER GUARD FORCE.)

o 5. THE COMMANDER OF THE LO GACH REEDUCATION CAMP WAS
PUBLIC SECURITY SENIOR LIEUTENANT HAT ((LOI)). A souTH
VIETNAMESE REGRCUPEE. . LOI wAS BLIND IN ONE EYE. LOI HAD A

= REPUTATION FOR VICIOUSNESS: ME OFTEN BEAT THE PRISONERS. THE

DEPUTY CAMP CHIEF wAS BAY ((THANH) ), A PUBLIC SECURITY ASPIRANT

FROM THE SOUTH. THANM WAS ALSO IN CHARGE OF THE CAMP LABOR

DETAILS. NISS Bav (M), A PUBLIC SECQURITY 2MD LIEUTENANT, wa:

THE CAMP NURSE. Tu ((THa0)), A PUBLIC SECURITY CORPORAL FROM

THE SOUTH. WAS IN QHARGE OF CAMP DISCIPLINE. THAQ WAS KAOWN TC

BE “FIERCE." TWERE WERE SIX OTHER PERSONNEL, ALL PUBLIC .
SECURITY GUARDS. AT TWE BAU LAM REEDUCATION CAMP, [N SEPTEMBZ:

1978, THE LD GACH CAMP vAS CLOSED DOWN AND ITS BRICK KILN

OPERATIONS WERE MOVED TO THE BAU LAM CampP,

v

6. THE B4U NON REEDUCATION CAMP waAS LOCATED ABOUT €157
KILOMETERS WEST GF T BA TO INTERSECTION IN BA TO VILLAGE.

XUYEN MOC DISTRICT, OONG NAI PROVINCE . U NON WAS A SUB-CAM>
OF TE SOUCATION CAMP IN THE .

SONERS REMAINED FAIRLY CONS 400 INMATES IN
THIS CAMP FROM MaY 1979 TO FEBRUARY 1980. THERE WAS NEVER
AMERICAN DR FOREIGN PRISONERS IN THE BAU NON CAMP .
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7. THE INMATES AT THE BAU NON CAMP WERE ORGANIZED INTO
THREE MAIN GROUPS: THE MOBILE ONE UNIT (CO OONG-1) CONSISTED
) OF FORMER GVN HAMLET AND VILLAGE CHIEFS, AND JUNIOR GRADE
MILITARY AND CIVILIAN PERSONNEL WHO OID NOT REPCRT FOR
REEDUCATION IN APRIL 1979, JUNIOR GRADE POLICE OFFICERS. PEOPLE
WHO ATTEMPTED TO ESCAPE FROM VIETNAM, AND THIEVES AND
GANGSTERS. MOBILE UNIT TWO (CO OONG-2) WAS MADE UP COMPLETELY
OF THIEVES. THE RICE PRODUCION SECTION (BAN RUONG) INCLUDED
FORMER JUNIOR-GRACE GVN POLICEMEN AND WOULO-SE ESCAPEES FROM
VIETNAM, OF THE 400 PRISONERS AT BAU NON CAMP. TEN OF THEW
WERE MILITARY DR CIVILIAN PERSONNEL WO 010 NOT REPORT FOR
. REEDUCATION. ABOUT 100 INWATES WERE FORMER POLICEMEN, AND
ALMOST SO OTHERS WERE EX-GVN HAMLET AND VILLAGE CRIEFS. THE
— REMAINING CAMP INMATES HAD BEEN ARRESTED FOR TRYING TO LEAVE
. THE COUNTRY, AND THERE WERE SCME CRIMINALS.

8. IN EARLY 1979 A FORMER STUDENT OFFICER NAMED LUONG
SON ((HOA)). BORN CIRCA 1960, OIED FROM APPARENTLY NATURAL
CAUSES. MOA'S WAS THE CNLY KNOWN DEATH AT THE BAU LAM. LO GACH
DR BAU NON REECUCATION CAMPS FROM 197% TO FESRUARY 1980.

9. EBAU NON CiMP PRISONERS WGRKED PRIMARILY AT

AGRICULTURAL TASKS. THEY LAZORED "IN A LARGE RICE PADDY ON THE
OTHZR SIDE OF THE DIRT ROAD IN FRONT OF THE CAMP. THE INMATES
ALSO GREW CORN IN FIELDS NEAR THE CAMP AND WERE CLEARING A
.= 10.000 SOUARE METER FIELD TO THE REAR OF THE CAMP FOR OTHER
) CROPS. THERE waAS A LAHGE PAPAYA PLAN’T.TIm TO THE LEFT OF THE
) Camp RICE FIELOS.

10. 8a ((0AU)), A PUBLIC SECURITY STNIOR LIEUTENANT
FROM SOUTH VIETNAM, WAS THE CAMP COMMANDER. TAM ((KIET)). A
SOUTH VIETNAMESE PUBLIC SECURITY SERGEANT, WAS DEPUTY
COMMANDER. KIST‘S LEFT ARM WAS PLRALY2ED. 1IN 1979, TAM
R ((DUC)), DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE BaU LAM CAMP TRANSFERRED TO
REPLACE KIET AS DEPUTY CAMP COMMANDER. THERE WERE FIVE OTHER

CAMP wAS STILL OPERATING AS OF FEBRUARY 1980.
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PUBLIC SECURITY PERSONNEL AT THE CAMP., THE BAU NON REEDUCATION

O1SSEM: E;‘ . SENT TOLW:
USCINCPAC TPAC, PACAF, PACFLT, WESTCOM, COMSEVENThrCT:
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DECL: OADR DRV 8Y RECORDED REPORTING DFFICER. ALL

PORTIONS CARRY CLASSIFICATION AND CONTROLS OF OVERALL OOCUMENT.
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