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TEXT: 1. FROM NOVEMBER 1979 TO 14 FEBR 1985
TO 22 FEBRUARY 1986, THERE WERE NO AMERICANS AT THE TAN HIEP .
REEDUCATION CAMP IN SONG BE PROVINCE, SOUTHERN VIETNAM. THE TAN HIEP
CAMP WAS LOCATED ABOUT 40 KILOMETERS (KMS) NORTHWEST OF CHON THANH
DISTRICT TOWN, SONG BE, AND ABOUT 12 KMS FROM THE TONG LE CHAN
REEDUCATION CAMP IN DONG HOA VILLAGE, SONG BE. PRIOR TO 1977 THIS
AREA WAS A PATCH OF JUNGLE, OVERGROWN WITH BAMBOO AND BRAMBLES.

2. THE CAMP WAS ESTABLISHED IN NOVEMBER 1977 TO SERVE AS A
LABOR FACILITY FOR THE TAN HIEP REEDUCATION CAMP IN DONG NAI '

. PROVINCE. THIS CAMP SITE WAS CLEARED AND DEVELOPED FOR CONSTRUCTION

BY A GROUP OF ABOUT 30 PRISONERS SENT UP FROM CHI HOA PRISON IN HO

CHI MINH CITY (HCMC).
3. DURING THE EARLY STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT THIS CAMP APPEARED

TO BE UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (BNV). FROM

"NOVEMBER 1979 TO FEBRUARY 1980, BNV LIEUTENANT COLONEL DAO ((LUONG)),

WHO WAS APPARENTLY BASED IN DONG NAI, WAS THE COMMANDER OF BOTH TAN
HIEP CAMPS. BNV SENIOR CAPTAIN (FNU) ((KHOI)) WAS IN CHARGE OF DAILY
OPERATIONS AT THE TAN HIEP CAMP IN SONG BE. INITIALLY THE BNV
CONSTRUCTED TWO LONG HOUSES, EACH ABLE TO ACCOMMODATE 50 PERSONNEL.
IN FEBRUARY 1980 A 100-MAN CONSTRUCTION TEAM OF PRISONERS FROM TAN
HIEP IN DONG NAI WAS SENT TO TAN HIEP TO CONSTRUCT QUARTERS FOR ABOUT
1,000 PRISONERS.

4, FROM DECEMBER 1985 THROUGH FEBRUARY 1986, THE TAN HIEP
CAMP WAS COMMANDED BY BNV MAJOR (FNU) ((KHANH)). THERE WAS A THOUGHT
REFORM CADRE NAMED BA ((PHUNG)) AND BNV CADRE ((LAM)), ((DUNG)) AND
((CHI)) WHOSE RANKS WERE UNKNOWN. BY FEBRUARY 1986 THE TAN HIEP
REEDUCATION CAMP HAD BEEN TURNED OVER TO AN UNIDENTIFIED HCMC PUBLIC
SECURITY ELEMENT. IN FEBRUARY 1986 THERE WERE ABOUT 1,000 PRISONERS
AT THE TAN HIEP CAMP. ABOUT 180 CRIMINAL PRISONERS WERE DETAINED IN
ZONES A AND B; ZONE C HELD ABOUT 250 POLITICAL PRISONERS. THERE WAS

‘A RECEPTION/PROCESSING AREA WHICH HELD ABOUT 100 NEW ARRIVALS AND A

LABOR ZONE WHICH HAD ABOUT 300 PRISONERS. THE PRISONERS WERE ALLOWED
TO RECEIVE VISITORS TWICE A WEEK. HCMC PUBLIC SECURITY PROVIDED
ROUND-TRIP TRANSPORTATION FOR THE VISITORS FOR A FEE. THE PRISONERS
WORKED SIX FULL DAYS PER WEEK AND WERE ENCOURAGED TO WORK A FEW HOURS
SUNDAY MORNINGS FOR "SOCIALISM." SUNDAY AFTERNOONS WERE FREE TIME.
5. SOME OF THE MORE PROMINENT PRISONERS AT TAN HIEP AS OF
FEBRUARY 1986 WERE:
A. JOURNALIST (FNU) ((QUAN)) OF THE BUT THEP AND DOC
LAP NEWSPAPERS.
- B. MR. NGUYEN LONG ((CHAU)), CHIEF OF THE HOA HAO
BUDDHIST SECT.
ﬁu C. MR. HO DINH ((BAO)), DIRECTOR OF INFORMATION UNDER
NGO DINH DIEM,
D. MR. TON THAT (GIVEN NAMES FORGOTTEN), CHIEF OF
OFFICE FOR THE BAO DAI ROYAL FAMILY IN HUE.
E. THERE WERE SEVERAL MEMBERS OF A PEACE GROUP FROM
HOC MON DISTRICT.
F. FORMER POLICE LT. COLONEL DUONG QUOC ((BAO)),

"

000




CO0

C

CI1LOST SECT ' PAGE

ARRESTED FOR SPREADING INFORMATION ON THE ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRAM.

G. ARVN RANGER 2ND LIEUTENANT (FNU) ((MUOI)), WHO HAD
BEEN I AT THE TAN HIEP CAMPS IN DONG NAI AND SONG BE SINCE
1975. COMMENT: THE TAN HIEP CAMP IN SONG BE WAS STILL IN
USE AS OF NOVEMBER 1986.) -
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