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SUEBUECT: POW-MIA: COMMINTS OF & LAO OFFICIAL ON TENSIONS BETWEEN LAO

AND U.S. SIDES COMZERNI''G EFFORTS TO VERIFY CLAIMED SIGHTING OF

MISSING V.S, SERVICEMAN

V. THE €OLLSWING REPORT WAS OBTAINED IN LATE SEPTEMZER 1991 FROM
— L . P —.._.
. SAID IN -

LATE SEPTEMBER 1991 THA/ TENSIONS HAVE INCREASED EESWEEN THE LAO AND
U.S. SIDES FOLLOWING UN;UCCESSFUL EFFORTS IN SEPTEMBER TO VE THE

LAIMED SIGHTING OF A MISSING U.S. SERVICEMAN, ACTCOROING TO

LAO SEARCHERS FJRST WERE DISPATCHED FROM VIENTIANE T0

ATTOPEU PROVINCE IN £ARLY SEPTEMBER, AFTER THE LADO PRIME MINISTER’S
‘OFFICE RECEIVED 4 REPGRT FROM A LAC RESIUENT OF THE PROVINCE w0
CLAIMED TO MAVE SZEN AN "AMERICAN SOLDIER® LIVING IN A REMOTE
VILLAGE. WHEN THE LAC SEARCH TZAN LUCATED THE INFCRMANT, DESIRIEED
ONLY AS AN “OLO MAN," ME REFUSED TO CONSIDER ESCORTING THE TEAM ON
FCOT OVER WHAT HEI IADICATED WOULO BE 2 SIX-DAY ROUND-TRIP TREK TO &ND
FROM YHE VILLAGE WMERE ThE CLAIMED SiGHTING HAC BEEN KADS, AFTER
DEMANDING AND REZEIVING PL/MENT OF TwO BAHT-WEIGHT 13C.4 GRAMS) IN
GOLD. PLUS A LAG GOVEUMENT FRUMISE CF MORE IF THE LIGHTING PROVED
TRUE. THE INFORMANT AGRZIED TO CAQRY A CAMSERA INTO THE REMITE VILLAGE
AND ATTEMPT TO PRCTOGR29H THE PERSON WHOM HE CLAJME™ TO HAVE SEEN,

3. THE INFORMAN. QETURANEZD WITH EXPOSED FilLM, BUT WHEN 17 wAS
DEVELIPED, THE CONLY RELOGHIZASLE P-OTIGRAPHS S-OWED JUST TME LEGS CF
AN UNIDENTIFIEC PSRSON., THE LAO SEAAT.H TEAR NCNETHELESS OECIOED TO
BRING IN U.S. 2UT-DRITIES AFTER FURTHER INVESTIGATION OF VILLAGES IN
ARCAS MENTIONZID BY THE INSSRMANT TURNZID UP THE ENMISTINIE.OF A 3E330V
WITH CAUCASIAN FZATURES LIVING IN ONI OF THEM., WHEN 1T SUSSEUENTLY
WAS DETERMINED T-AT THE APPARENT CAUIZSIAN WAS A MET]S OF FRENIM-
ASIZN SYTRACTION, THE "NFORMANT ATTEWPTID TG DENY T-:2T THIS we§ THE

. PERSON wOM HE a3 SIG TEU. THE LAD SIDE TOLU THE . NFOSKANT 30 xEEP
© GUIET AFTER ME CLAIKED THAT THE VILLAGE WAHERZ THE SIGHTING H&D TAKEMN
PLACE was NBT THE ONE #NERE THE METIS WAS FOUND EUT WAS IN A ViCH
MORE REVOTE €A,

.4, ACCORCING TO THE U.S. TEAM SECAME UPSET WHEM

THE LAD SIDE REFUSED 10 THEX SEARCHES IN AREAS BEVCID
THOSE ALREAOY COVERED. ATTRIEUTED LAD HESITANCE IN THIS

REGAND TO CONCERN THAY SULH SEARCHIS WOULD TAVE THE U.S., TEAL DVER

WHAT THE OFFICIAL OESCPIBEO AS THE *FRCE ZONT* ALONG THE XEKONG
PROVINCE BORDER WITH v‘zrm.s[é;;glﬁescu:sas THIS IONE AS
BEING INMAEITED BY VAR.OUS ETHNI . SOME OF w+OM DD NOT SPEAK
LAD AND MOST OF W-OM G NOT RECOSNIZE LAO AUTHGRITY  ALSO, VIETNAM
MAINTAINS A MILITARY PSESENCE IN THIS AREA, AS WELL AS 1

CAMPS FOR ANTI-GOVERNV NT RESISTANCE ELEMENTS. AS SUCH,

SAID THAT LADS HAS NO SONTROL OVER TrE ICNE. AND THE LAO SIDE IN 7
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SEARCN HAD MO AUTHORITY FRGM THE LD PRIME MINISTER®3 OFFICE TO ENTE
THE AREA WiTH OR WITHOUT U.S. PERSTNNEL. -

s.[cowuenr: ‘q_:lw
SARTICIPATED [N ¥oZ SEPTE¥SER 1391 INVESTIEATICN TN TACS OIS 10T

3ELIEVE THE LAC DEiBERATEL/ HINDERED HIS INVESTISATICN IN ANY wav.
IN 1IS QPILION. THE LAO DISPLAYED VCRE CCCPSARATION THaN USUAL.

SAID TME TZAM WAS NOT AELE TG VISIT ATTOPEU PROVINCE BECIUSE -
OF FLOCOING KD 115A3542LE R030S, ELT ThE L23 IMVITED THE TIAY 70
RETURN WHE. THE RCADS WERE CRY. THE PERSCN THE TZAM WENTED TO
INTERVIEX WAS NOT LCCATED SIX CAYS AAY, AS SUGGESTED IN THE REPGRY,
2UT NOT MCRE THAN FOUR OR FIVE HOURS AWAY, THE TEAM SAW PHOTCSRAPHS
OF THIS PERSIN. Ww3° WAS NOT INTEIVIEWER. [ |CISSUTED T¢
CLAIM THAT THE TEALM WAS UPSET S7 NOT SEING ABLE 7O VISIT AMDTHER
AREA. THE TEAM ASKED TO VISIT AN AREA MOT PREVICUSLY AGREED LPGN SUT

210 ¢ ZPECT TO RECEIVE APPRIVAL AMD CID N2T CISPLAY AMNOVANCE 47
_THLS. E COULC NOT COMMENT ON THE VERACITY OF THE
PARAGRAPH FOUR REA 'OR NOT ALLGWING THE TEAM TO GO. " HE SAID THAT

AREAS FOR INVESTIGATION AR GENERALLY AGREED ON PRIOR YO THE TEAM’S
ARRIVAL IN LAQS, IN PART TO ALLOW TIME TC GIT APPROVAL FRCHM 80TH THE

CENTI ONMENT AND PROVIMCIAL LEAZERS. REGARDING PARAGRAPH TWO,
IN VUCGMENT LAQ OFF ICIALS wOULD NOT PAY TWO ZAHT-WEIGnT

IN GCLD FCR PHRCTOGRAPHS 1F THEY WERE TRYING TO BE OBSTRUCTICNIST.)
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7. CLASSIFIZD 2Y SIGNER, DECL OACR DR‘{ﬁJ&l—i‘Cﬁ(—’— .
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