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T FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE.
TIAL-{

SUBJ: .ABSENCE OF AHERICANS AT CAH THUY RE-EDUCATION CAMP, —_—
‘THANH HOA PROVINCE, FROM EARLY 1984 TO MID-1986;
DETENTION OF CHRISTIAN CHAPLAINS, SINO—VIETNAHFSE AND
SAN DIEU TRIBESMEN IN CAM THUY RE-EDUCATION CaMP

DOI: EARLY 1984 - MID-1986
SOURCE:
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SUMMARY: AS OF MID-1986 THERE WERE NO CAUCASIAN PRISONERS AT THE CAM
THUY RE-EDUCATION CAMP IN WESTERN THANH HOA PROVINCE.  THE CAMP WAS -
ABOUT 70 KILOMETERS FROM THANH HOA CITY AND HAD TWO AREAS.- AREA-ONEX-
HELD ABOUT 1,800 DETAINEES WHO ALLEGEDLY WERE POLITICAL PRISONERS AND
OFFICIALS OF THE FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE REGIME. BETWEEN 50 AND 60 .
CATHOLIC AND PROTESTANT CHAPLAINS OF THE FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE -
REGIME WERE HELD HERE IN IRONS. AREA-TWO HELD ABOUT 800 SINO-  _
VIETNAMESE AND SAN DIEU TRIBESMEN ACCUSED-OF SPYING FOR CHINA. THE
PRISONERS WORKED AT FARMING, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND TIMBER PRODUCTION.
| SEVERAL DIED EACH MONTH FROM STARVATION.
\ TEXT: 1. FROM EARLY 1984 THROUGH MID-1986 THERE WERE NO AMERICANS
AT THE. CAM THUY RE-EDUCATION CAMP, LOCATED ABOUT 70 KILOMETERS (KM)
WEST OF THANH HOA CITY, THANH HOA PROVINCE, EXACT LOCATION UNKNOWN.
< THE BUS FROM THANH HOA CITY TO THE CAMP STOPPED AT THE FOLLOVING
STATIONS: SONG MA RIVER FERRY, LAM SON, THEN THE VAC FERRY BEFORE IT
TURNS LEFT AND CONTINUES ON TO THE BUS TERMINAL AT DEN LU (TEMPLE).
THE TRIP TAKES ABOUT FIVE HOURS. FROM VAC, THE ROAD CONTINUES FOR
ABOUT TWO KM TO A JUNCTION. AREA-ONE OF CAM THUY CAMP IS ABOUT ONE
KM TO THE LEFT OF THE JUNCTION; AREA-TWO IS ABOUT TWO KM TO THE
RIGHT. AREA-TWO CAN ALSO BE REACHED BY A ROAD THAT TURNS RIGHT
- AT VAC STATION FOR ABOUT TWO KM. ANOTHER RE-EDUCATION CAMP IS £
LOCATED IN THE VICINITY OF LAM SON.
2. AREA-ONE OF CAM THUY RE-EDUCATION CAMP IS ABOUT ONE KM
SQUARE. IT HAS TWO ROVS OF SEVEN 15 BY TEN METER BRICK BUILDINGS.
THE BUILDINGS ARE COVERED WITH IRON SHEETS. EACH BUILDING NORMALLY
HOLDS AROUND 100 PEOPLE. WARD-A DETAINEES WERE MOSTLY NORTHERNERS
WHO WERE ALLEGEDLY POLITICAL PRISONERS, INCLUDING PEOPLE WHO TRIED TO
LEAVE VIETNAM. WARD-B DETAINEES WERE OFFICIALS OF THE FORMER SOUTH
VIETNAMESE REGIME. IN THE MIDDLE OF AREA-ONE, BEYOND THE TWO ROWS OF
BUILDINGS, IS ONE 30 BY FIVE METER BUILDING WITH A FLAT CONCRETE
ROOF, WHERE BETWEEN 50 AND 60 CATHOLIC AND PROTESTANT CHAPLAINS OF
THE FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE REGIME WERE HELD IN IRONS. THE KITCHEN
IS IN THE FAR RIGHT HAND CORNER OF AREA-ONE. THERE IS NO MESS HALL.
AS OF MID-1986 THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PRISONERS IN AREA-ONE WAS AROUND
1’8000
3. AREA-ONE IS SURROUNDED BY A STONE WALL ABOUT EIGHT METERS
HIGH AND TOPPED WITH BARBED WIRE. THE GATE IS ABOUT SIX METERS WIDE
AND HAS TWO STEEL DOORS. DOUBLE GUARDS ARE POSTED AT THE GATE AND
THERE ARE WATCH TOWERS AT THE FOUR CORNERS. THE GUARDS QUARTERS ARE
OUTSIDE THE GATE. AREA-ONE MANAGEMENT IS COMPOSED OF ABOUT 100
PEOPLE INCLUDING WARDENS, SECURITY, CULTURAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE _—
STAFF. THEIR IDENTITIES WERE NOT KNOWN.
4. AREA-TWO IS ABOUT 800 BY 300 METERS. IT HAS TWO LONG
BUILDINGS, ABOUT 60 BY 10 METERS EACH, HOLDING SOME 800 PEOPLE, SINO-
VIETNAMESE AND SAN DIEU TRIBESMEN BEING MOVED FROM THE NORTHERN
BORDER, MANY OF WHOM WERE ALLEGEDLY CAPTURED WHEN THEY TRIED TO CROSS
THE BORDER. THEY WERE ACCUSED OF SPYING FOR CHINA.
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5. ALL AREA-TWO PRISONERS WERE FORCED TO FARM SOME 15
HECTARES OF LAND NEAR THE CAMP GROWING SUGAR CANE. AREA-ONE
PRISONERS, EXCEPT FOR THE CONFINED CHAPLAINS, WERE FORMED INTO THREE
LABOR GROUPS. THE MAJORITY WORKED ABOUT 20 HECTARES OF LAND, MAINLY
GROWING MANIOC. SEVERAL GROUPS OF 40 PEOPLE WENT INTO THE JUNGLE TO

PAGE 0023

- FELL BAMBOO AND TIMER. GROUPS OF 20 PEOPLE WORKED AT RAISING FISH.

DAILY PRODUCTION NORMS FOR EACH
LABORER WERE EITHER TO WORK 150 SQUARE METERS OF LAND OR-TO FELL 50
BAMBOO POLES, EACH EIGHT METERS LONG, OR ONE CUBIC METER OF WOOD.
THEIR RATION WAS REPORTEDLY ONE BOWL OF RICE ON SATURDAYS. OTHER
MEALS CONSISTED OF TWO MANIOC TUBERS DAILY. SEVERAL DEATHS OCCURRED
FROM STARVATION EACH MONTH. THE DEAD WERE BURIED IN THE GRAVEYARD
BETWEEN THE TWO AREAS, SOHEGOOHETEBSFROHAREA-‘HO
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