— T T
- (b)(3) -

N L

CDO461:

;,
) /.-: .

TRIS I8 AN INFORMATION REPOP.T," HOT FINALLY FVALUATED INTELLIGENCE

SBURJECT: 8ightings of About 30 Caucasian Prisoners in a Jail
el . in Hanci, Socialist Republic of Vietnam . & =yiwea
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Tc'itt 1. In the early summer of 1978 and again in Augustl”z
[tho source, .

| [ #aw about 30 Caucasian prisoners on the grounds of a two-
buHdin ail behind the edftorial office of *Van I

(Armay Arts And Letters), a montlhly journal published by the
People's Army of Vietnam (PAVN). The editorial office was"
located at 17 B Ly Nam De Street, Hanol., The prisoners were
noving about in a cour thing, using.water drawn from a
cistern with dippers. i inoted that the prisoners were
trim and appeared healthy. tone limped, used crutches or were
nissing limbs. All the Caucasian.prisoners seemed to be.over 1.7
neters in height., Some had mnoustaches and beards. Some were

blonde and otrnxsunnrn Aark-haired. _All_iha_nzfsoners wore only
underpants. Comment: presumed that the
prisoners were Americans. At least once _ heard |
~ snatches of their conlersatiaqns. Though% '“Hdid nct speak
.* .English, he had stucier enonogh Russian to know that they were not

_Speaking Russian, and thought that they might have bren speaking
. Engllsh.) | : | . '

2. The prisoners were controlled by an armed securlty
guard. The jail, surrounded by a barbed wire fence, was hidden

behind the two-story quarters for ranking PAVN officers {Khu Nha
Tap The Can Bo Cao Cap Quan Doi), located at 17 C Ly Nam, De '
Street, Hanoi. The entivre area was restricted. Signs % . |

prohibiting the taking of photogyraphs were posted. All visitors — \
to the area required an escort. The prisoners were feld behind a. - !0
barbed wire-topped brick wall that was about the height of a one-story °
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building. The entire area ‘whe‘re'_ the bri}onérs vere contained was
about the size of ‘a tasketball court. A basketball goal was S
1ocatéd at one end of the courtyard. The cistern was round and

about 15 feet in diameter. A guard was posted on top of &x":e
platform that stood above the courtyard. Guardposts and-Ztiif:

'f}oodlléhis wvere locate four corners Of the compou
Comments apéculated that the 16w buildings

adjacent to the compound, which vere topped by barbed vire and
had .cg;:ggated iron roofs. were housing for the prisoners.)

3. saw the prisoners from the first f£loox
{second story) residences of ]

|

residences were in the officers’

away from the walled area rve
of the August 1982 sighting,

) told|

that the Caucasian pr'scner?_uere*
r and

fIots and air crew mcmbers. [ | Comment :
3did not volunteex “yhe reason why the -prisoncers rcmained

.. under SRV contrcl, 2eoplé riuirg in the officers' residences N
within this restricted:drea knew about the prisoners and school=. "
sged children had talked about them {n schoocl. The incarceratiof

of the Caucasian priscners was not common knowledge throughout.
the city. However, individuals who learned of the prisoners by
word- of-mouth, including’r ¢ather and close friends
of the residents of the cfficers' gquarters, presumed that
the prisoners were Americans and speculated that they were being
held as hostages in case of sone future U.S. action against the

SRV. ) :

4, The jail was i ndependent from and smaller than the five
or six building prison jocated on Le Van Linh Street, near 2a
ra{iroad, where many U.S. Prisoners of Var (POW's) werc detained
during the war. Many U.S. PON'S had been transferred from the L
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van Linh Jail to the iloa Lo Prison Thhg_iﬂanQi_Hiﬂton‘) and '
eventually released after the wavr. | Comment: In. '
September 1982 the National League of Families of American - } o
Prisoners Missing in Southecast Asia visited the site at which ,J.
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| saw the about 30 Caucasian prisoners. At the tiné qf .
thelr visit some constructicon was taking place in the compound,
and ‘theére was evidencn that the area had been in use as’a tilm,
storage facility by a FAvYi department responsible for ma¥king
mot{on pictures. The lational League of Families rcpresentatives

saw 39 prisoners at that tire.)
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1
» ouin W -

L . ' .ﬂ ..

| the tu who- identified the Caucasian

prisoners as U.5. POVs. vigited the house from which he
- saw _the prisoners oiged}-;;Qqu he seldom went to the second .
+ - floor. Normally éven the fritnds of residents of the offigers’ 21

quatrters required escorts, though some of o - ;
friends had been able to sneak in to the area,) N~ L
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DECL OADR DRV —pY RECORDED REPORTING OFFICER. ALL -

PORTIONRS CARRY CLASSIFICATION AND CONTROLS OF OVERALL DOCU”ENT.




