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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Richard Holbrooke
- | " Assistant Secretary of State

for East Asian and Pacific Affairs
Department of State | -

°~ LLeutenant General’ Fugene F: Tighe, Jr..

st - S °h';;?u . .Dlrector Defense Intelllgence'Agency e

R T T :xﬂ-Mr. Ronald I. Splers -
' - * Director, Bureau of Intelllgence and Research

ﬁDepartnent of - State-... Ll T

FROM: =~ = . ) John N. McMahon :
| Deputy Director for Operatlons
 SUBJECT: . Alleged Presence of American Prisoners of War °
in the Lao Pcople's Democratic Republic

‘alleged presence of American prisoners o (POWs) in_the
Lao Pecople's Democratic Republic' (LPDR). B
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some thirty American POWs ,

2.
all flyers who were shot down over Laos during the Indochina

war, are being held in or near the town of
and are be1n% used as workers on a road

construction project in that area.
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1s considering-defectingrig Thal

thatvihe LPLA 'unit guardlngjthe POWs 1S di%atICCtUn,
iland apdn the process might

L'_-‘ 2

- , pTTi ;Q;the area 1n
-,{o~obtain photos ol the' D oners and thelr
¢ * ‘ : > " e -. ..‘ '. .l : ...' .0.. - . ® . e ’
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- T3 We are skeptical of /the accuracy of the abhvé'informaJ
.nlagn-for'several rcasons. o

-

“econélx, we think it ynIiKe€ly -tmmat -

+he LPDR would hold prisoners of such sensitivity .in an-arca less

than 50 kilometers from the LPDR border with Thailand. Finally,
10 ] itself for tbh

L?DR’S*possible'motivation for holding American POWSs.

4.- The nature of the subject 15,

necessitate a maxime_ﬁifgrt +o5 confirm or refute the accuracy
of the information. who was expeccted to depart

Thailand for Laos on 17 November 1980, plans to return to

Thailand circa 1 Decenber and has promised to provgdel |
crs or other informa

at that time with any phgtos, names of pri%Qn
tion J h |

-

Agency to jetermine whether there are€ indicat

from: October I97d and shows no evidence of road cohstruction oT

a compound likely to house prisoners. (Our request for e
covetrage has been predicated only upon interecst iﬁ the constructi
of new routes from Vietnam to Laos, in order 1O hold the POW

information as closely as possible.).

ation holdings of your

5. e request that you review inform
jons |which tend -

to confirm the presence of POWs in or neca )
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be provided

to you 1

reporting, W€ reques

of the sensitivity ©

allegation and the absence ©

 J

& L ]

. - »

- ¢

" .‘. .
— N ] i N
» ® a . ﬂ Jo 3 .
- a ." » "‘ . R .-[ * ®
& L 4 e 9, ) ) '
. » 5 3 . t g . ;
b
%
)
L
L 4
A
L ~
[ o
-
| g
« '.\
. .
3 b
-
®
-»
‘ﬁ\‘fﬁ s o |
f. '-.f"’.:_ ~ . - . ;._"'""——-n-& - . S
. oy \ X
H . .
. ’
A
)

' Gty o wu Jiu &

3 09¢0



€00482215

. .:..':\. . .,
iﬂ Jrong-IPY.-
‘.\&\

' 03;350

‘~! V' :-3.-
aanliad

Thakhek

M.Nj'. e

’ .-

8on '.qu’!i:_:!ﬂg
Nomowong o'




