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BY PRINCE SIHANOUK ON CAMBODIA'S RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES

\, AND ON THE conomq)n OF THE AMERICAN PRISONERS OF WAR

a_ ¢ Lo P

1.

CAMBODIAN CHIEF OF STATE PRINCE NORODOM SIHANOUK SAID THAT - AMERICAN PRISONZRS OF MWAR

'CURRENTEY BCING HELD WERE SAFE AND WERE WELL LOOKED AFTER; HE SAID THEY HAD RE(‘ZREATIO% P

AND EXERCISE AND HAD BEECN VISITED SEVERAL TIMES BY AUoTRALIAN AMBASSADOR DESCHAMPSa

S{HANOUK SAID HE I'AD!NOT PARADED THE PRISONERS BECAUSE HE DID NOT WANT TO &MBARRASS TH..

AMER{CANS, WHOM HE PERSONALLY LIKED, BUT HE COULD NOT ON THE OTHER HAND SURRENAZR TrIM

. a

UNCONDITIONALLY, AS,THIS WOULD MEAN HE ACKNOJLEDGED THE FRONTIER WAS DISPUTABLE.

5 2.,  SIHANOUK COMMENTED THAT THE AMERICANS DID NOT SEEM [0 UNDERSTAND THAT HE 8
4 4
3 WAS NOT A COMMUNIST, BUT WAS MERELY PURSUING THOSE POLICIES WHICH WERE IN *tc BesT ‘s
2 . 2
1 INTERESTS OF | CAMBODIA AND THE CAMBODIAN PEOPLE, SIHANOUK: SAID THAT-THE UNITED . 1

. APPROVED FOR RELEASE "
® DATE: FEB 2bV1
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WOULD DO WELL TO
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»

RECOGNIZE THE CAMEODIAN FRONTIERS,'THEN THEY COULD SET UP A MISSION IN
LARGELY WITH INTELLIGENCE PERSONNEL RESPONSIBLE FOR WATCHING VIET CONG‘

0

NOUK*SA 1D THAT IF THE UNITED' STATES RECOGNIZEO THE CAMBODIAN BORDERS,

CAMBODIA COULD THEN SEEK UNITED STATES AID; OTHERWISE szywouw HAVE TO. BE SOUGHT FROM
COMMUNIST CHINA DR FROMCTHE" SOVIET UNION, _COMMENT. CAMBODIA HAS BEEN
o

s N

Ve [¢]

REGUUKRLY RECEI,VING CHINESE COIVMJNISTQND SOVIET AID FORpA NUMBER"OF YEARS ;> S IHANOUK

~» ) L ) ] a“’
REJECTED UNITED STATES AID IN NOVEMBER, 1967 AND HAS SINCE O/ CED HIS DISLIKE EPR UNITED
* [ R Y s,
STATES-AID /N MANY- OF HIS PUBLIC SPEECHES.) * - R " 0 °
. . L 'v .. . . . . .l_ ‘,
. L4 ' Y &

3. SIHANOUK rou) —nm CAMBODI: WAS - - .

G THE VC AS COMNUNISTS BUT AS RESISTERS OF _ - .

FOREIGN OCCU ATION.. HE SAID THAT SUPPORT 10 THE VC IN NO
WAY IEANT TH;T CANBODIA WAS A COMMUNIST COUNTRY OR PLRSUING L

" NOT SUPPORTI

o

A CONMUNIST OLICY. HE SAID, ON THE OTHER HAND, THAT THE L e

_ AMERICANS WERE MAKING A MISTAKE TO SUPPORT THE VIETNAMESE,
BECAUSE HIST'RY SHOWED THE VIETNAMESE 'HAD ALWAYS BEEN

EXPANSIONISTS. HE ST RESSED'HIS FEAR OF ANaEVENTUAL SUCCESSFUL

- X'l-q N

‘OUTCOME OF THE PARIS PEACE TALKS. STATING THAT A UNITED

NORTH AND 50

THREAT TO CAMBODIA. . O s
4. SIHANOUK ALSO SAID HE FEARED THE POSSIBILITY OF A 3
ILIATION BETWEEN COMMUNIST CHINA AND THE U.S. < g

( . R ° Y] w"- . o ¥ Y
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H VIETNAN WOULb POSE THE GREATEST POSSIBLE
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HE SAID HE HAD CA

glasem eontroly).,

" “THE CHINESE ATT

BLED CHOU EN-LA! THREATENING TC BREAK OFF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS IF THE
TED TO EXTEND THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION TO CAMBODIA, AND SAID HE HAD

BANNED THE PROPAGATION OF MAO'S THOUGHTS IN HIS COUNTRY, _comzNT. S IHANOUK

MADE HIS THREAT TO BREAK DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THE CHINESE IN SEPTEMBER 1967.)
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