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; 7 THIS 15 AN INFORMATION, REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED TNTELLIGENCE
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SUBJECT! |

2,
MINIST ERS MEET ING ON'RECOGNITION OF THE
HIS INSTPUCTIONS TO SOUVANNA ON CAMBOD!

o

|

COUNTRY: LADS | l
o1 ﬁwmm?s ]
| 1. DECISION OF SOUVANNA PHOUMA NG
MEETING IN LUANG PRJBANGS SOUVANNA'S VIEKS OF RECENT

censenas VIDLATIONS AND rus_ms&

RthSAL BY KING OF LAOS T0 SUMHON A

~ VIETNAMESE REPRESEN ATIONS IN VIENTIANE

,;2?<f329 ~442,;5 c/7/E T r

DIST 18 APRIL 1975

BEéT com,
AVNLABLE

COUNCIL OF
PRG AND GRUNK3
AN AND SOUTH

APRIL 1975 pnxne MINISTER S 0 U V A N N A PHOUMA,

APPROVED FOR RELEASE
IJATE.IIIH 2001
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T0O CONVENE A CABINET
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x CABINET MEETING IN LUKNG PRABANG AND INSTRUCTED MEMBERS. OF WIS STAFF
SC TO INFORM| MEMBERS OF TE dnaruef. SGUVENNA PLANS TO REMALN: IN f
LUANG PRABANG UNTIL THE END OF. APRIL OR EARLY MAY AND DOES NuT PLAN
10 scwenuue \ CABINET neerxné‘unfxu ME RETURNS TO VIENTLANE,

2, IN DISCUSSION WiTh some. weweers oF wrs [NS 7+ re-
GARDING THE {ECENT CEASEFiRE JIULATIONS BY LAO ARMED FORCES tFAR)
AND PATHET LAO (PL) TROOPS s S@UVKNNA SAID THAT VIENTIANE
SIDE FORCES HAD' ATTACKED PL FORCES IN THE DAN SOUNG-NANYANG AREA
AND THAT JOINT NATIONAL POLIT!CAL councxu (JNPC) CHAIRMAN PRINCE
SOUPHANOUV O NG HAD nsscnxasn rue PL ATTACK ON FAR
POSITIONS AT| SALA FHOU KMOUN AS RETALIATION FOR THE FAR ATTACKS AT
DAN SOUNG, ™ SOLVANNA SAID TMAT WE HAD ASKED SOUPHANOUVONG To HALT
FURTHER PLEATTACKS; ADDING THﬂ? ME WOULDs IN TURN, STOP FURTHER FAR
ATTACKS, §UUPHANOUVON65 acconbnua 10 SOUVANNA, SAID THAT HE WOULD

AFTER u7:cu SOUPHANQUVONG‘LErt WITHOUT FURe
THER COMMENT!: COMMENT ! souvnnua’uas BEEN MADE;AWARE THAT

sou#HANvabNG Hhs NY OPERATIONAL COMMAND or TROOPS AND CAN. Do NO MORE
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THAN COMMUN!CATE WITH SAM NEUA. NONDERINO WHY SOUPHANOUVONG DID

NOT ATTEMPT TO EXPLAIN THIS TO HIM, SOUVANNA LEARNED THAT SOUPHANOU-

VONG WAS PROBABLY NOT AUTHORIZED TO0 OFFER SUCH AN EXPLANATION,

SOUVANNA ALSO LEARNED THAT THE REAL CAUSE OF THE PROBLEM IN THE DAN

SOUNGeNANYANG AREA WAS THAT IHE PL WAS THERE AT ALL SINCE SUCH
NO RIGHY TO BE IN. THAT AREA» CLEARLY WITHIN THE VIENTIANE
SOUVANNA WAS NOT

FORCES HAD
SIDE 2ONE ONLY 19 KILOMETERS FROH VIENTIANE,

PLEASED BY SUCH A REMINDER.) f '51
5. ON THE SUBJECT OF THE, mssms meaxcm._
AND —“"“”"‘ INDICATED THAT HE HAD

ACCEPTED AT, FACE VALUE STATETENTS 8y BOTH SOUPHANOUVONG AND DEPUTY
PRIME MINIJTER PHOUMI VONGV!CHXT THAT THE LAO PATRIOTIC FRONT

(LPF) IN SAM NEUA HAD INVESTIGATED, oxb NOT LEARN THE WHEREABOUTS OF

_AND BORE rxo: RESPONS!BILITY FOR THE MISSING PAIR,

SOUVANNA. HEN ME LEARNED THAT THE TWO HAD PROBABLY BEEN DETAINED
BY THE NOR H VlETNAMESE (NVAﬂ. THAT THERE IS A REAL POSSIBILITY THAT
THEY ORE D AD AND ’HAT NEITWER THE LPF NOR THE NVA ARE NILLING T0
ADMIT XKNOW EDG& oF THE MISSING PAIR. HAS VIS]BLY SHAKEN AND SAID
AS NuT POSSIBLE BUT THAT 1IF THE INFORMATION PRDVED TO BE

;

THAT SUCH

TRUEs IT WOULD GE TERRIBLE, ;
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" LAND CLEARLY

4 ON 14
AFFALIRS T 1
KHAMNPH

COMMITTEE (VSCC) THAT DURING A PRIVATE MEE

PREVI0US DAY
WITH rueippx
MINISTERS ME
oF NATxoui;
aovanunsNt:t
UNION C(GRUNK
HE HAD REFUS
ADHERE T0 A
ACCORDS, TH
TO REMAIN FI

MENTS OCCUPY

SOUTH VIETNAM
RUCTED SOUVA
GENT Mov;ﬁEN
T1ONS WITH

t
.,

IN A LETTER TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN
H 0 N E CHANTARASY. LAO AMBASSADOR TU THE U.S.

APRIL
A NfE '
A N PANYA xnroaueo THE vxenrtawe SIDE COORDINATING

‘ TING WITH THE KING QN THE

» THE KING rnoxcareu THAT ON 18 APRIL HE HAD DISCUSSED
ME MINISTER THE LATTER'S REQUEST THAT A COUNCIL OF |
ETING 3E MELD TO DELIBERATE POSSIBLE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT
UN TON (PGNU) aeco~tr:o~ OF THE PROVISIONAL REVOLUT 10NARY
PRG) OF SOUTH VIETNAM AND THE ROYAL GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL

) OF CAMBODIA. ACCORD!NG 10 KHAMPHAN. THE KING SAID THAT

ED SObVANNA'S REOUEST AND INSTRUCTED THE PRIME M!NISTER T0
POLICY OF STRICT NEUTRAL!?Y BASED ON THE 1954 AND 1962

E KINGs KHAMPHAN saxo. C1TED HIS HAVING INSTRUCTED SOUVANNA
RM IN WIS poLICY 40 EXTEND Rscocnxrxow ONLY YO THOSE GOVERN-
ING THE CAPlfAL cxrv AND 1~ caNTROL OF THE'POPULATION AND

DEFINED BY !NTERNATIONALLY RECOGN!ZED 'BORDERS REGARDING

AND CAMBODIA, KHAMPHAN SAlDo THE KING SPECIFICALLY INSTe .
NNA NOT TO RECOGN!EE THE PRG OR GRUNK UNTIL THESE INSUR-
18 ACTUALLY DCCUPIED SAIGON AND PHNOM PENH.

|
OUTH VIFTNAM AND CAMBODIA. KHAMPHAN waore THAT THE KING HAD

ON PGNU RELA=
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. MEETING OF T

INSTRUCTED S
PHNOM PENH N
VIENTIANE,

NOT TO ALTER

!NSURGENT FO

OUVANNA NOT T0 GLOSE THE LAO EMBASSIES IN SAIGON AND

OR REDUCE THE REPRESENTATIONS 0F THOSE GOVERNMENTS IN
ACCORDiNG TO KHAPTAN. THE KING REITERATED HIS INTENTION
LAD RELATIONS WITH SOUTH VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA UNTIL
RCES PHYSICALLY 0¢CUPIED THE CAPITAL CITIES.

5, -connem: eveulmoucu SOUVANNA DID NOT CONVENE A

BRATIONS IN
SIDES THAT T
THROUGHOUT T
DISCUSSIONfO

6, KHAMP
HAD AGREED W
(NA) AND THA
CIALLY DISSO
THE PGNU RES
BUT, ACCORDI
THE TWO SIDE
LEGISLATIVE
KHAMPHAN §Al

HE CABINET OR THE!VIENT!ANE SIDE DURING NEW YEAR CELE=
LU&NG PRABANG, HE DID INFORM CABINET MEMBERS FROM BOTH

HE KlNu HAD DECLINED TO CONVENE THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS,
HE FESTIV!TIES. SOUVANNA DELIBERATELY AVOIDED SUBSTANTIVE
F POLIT!CS ) f;,

HEN ALSO TOLD THEIVSCC IN HIS LETTER THAT THE KING

1 TH SOUVANNA ON THE DISSOLUTION OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
T ON 0 APRIL THE xch HAD s:swen A ROYAL DECREE OFFl=
LVING IT, IN sxcnxmc THE DECREE. THE KING INSISTED THAT
PECT ARTICLE 33 o# THE cousrxfurxon BY CREATING A NEW NA,
NG TO KHAMPHAN. THE KING MADE CLEAN H1S pnsrenencs THAT

5 IN'NE PGNU REACH AGREEMENT DN THE CREATION OF A NEW
BODY SEPARATE AND DISTINCT rnon THE JUNPC, THE KING,

D, RECOGINIZES THE SHORTCOMINGS OF THE JNPC, BELIEVING

|
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THAT TO cunuoe THE JNPC INTO A LEG!SLAT!VE aonv WOULD VIOLATE THE
CEASEF [RE AGREEMENT AND PRDTOCUL AS WELL AS THE CONSTITUTION ITSELF,
THE KING TOLD SOUVANNA THAT ru& JNPC HAS 1TS ROLE AND RESPONSIBILIT-
' TIES AS nerziso BY THE CEASEFIRE AGREEMENT AND PROTOCOL BUT THAT

| YAEY ARE DIFFERENT FROM THE NA'S OWN ROLE AND RESPONSIBILI-

TIES AS DEFINED BY THE CEASEFIRE AGREEMENT, AND PROTOCOL BUT THAT
THEY ARE DIFFERENT FROM THE NA'S OWN ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES.
ACCORDING T0 KHAMPHAN. SOUVANNA ACCEPTED THE KING'S POSITIONS ON

" BOTH LAO RELAT!ONS HITH SOUTH VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA AND ON THE NEW

NA .
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