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Summary

LAOS: Communisi Deputy Prime Miniaier
Phouml Vongvichit hes been quite reasonable
in the wahe of Prime Minister Souvanns’s
departure from Laos. Phoumi's atitude is

igned 10 akay app of a Pathet

Leo r durng Souvanna's sbeence.
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FAR EAST

Pathet Lao Leader Cooperative
During Souvanna’s Recuperation

Communist Depsty Prims Minister

; Phoumi Vongrichit has besn quits
: reasonable in the wake of Prime Minister
Souvanna's departure from Laos.
Phoumi's attitude, which is almost cer-
tainly designod to allay non-communist

and Western spprohensions of & Pathet

Lac power grad during Sowvanna’s

absence, has becn apparent in meetings of

the coalition ubinet[ I own or Tecen
[ T Pathet Lao initiative to exchange prisoners
of war, clsiming he himself had issved in-
structions that all prisonses of both sides
should be released, including American
pilot Emmet Kay.

Phoumi siso said he urged the chiel
communist representative on the
coslition's joint commission 1o get mov-
ing on impl ing other provisions of

the 1973 uccords, such as the question of
missing persons and the defineation of
ceane-fire lines,

An he has before, Phouml ruised an
alurm ubout rightlst coup plotiing, He
acknowledged, howsver, that the sl-
mosphers wus far belter now
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Summary

LADS: US cwiian pilol Emmel Kay was
relenand by the Pathet Lao loday, sefing the
stage tor tha first phana of praone) nAnpes
catied 10r by Ihe 1973 Lao accord) Page 1

NR

Lao Communists Free US Pilot

US civilian contract pilul Emmet Kay.
the only Ametican prisonet the Pumcl

prisoner exchunges ealled for by the 1971
qu uceords, 'Ilw initial eluhnnn will
ocuur in d lerritory

Luo have admitied holding wan re
toduy afier more than 16 months of in-
curceration. He wan flown from Sum
Neua via British embassy aircrult to Vien-
tiune, where he was turned over to US
sutharities.

Kay's relesse sets Lhe stage for he
heginning tlomorrow of the first phase of

on the Plaine des Jarres in nornth Luos,
Acvording  lo voulition  government
spokesmen, the noawommunist side will
hand over seven Lao mutionals and 17)
Nurth Vicinamese prisoners, For Lheir

purt, the Puthet Lao will releass 20 Lao
netionalx pnd 150 Thai volunteers,
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