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Fteedoﬁ at Last ‘

e
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The first phase of the long-delayed prisoner-
of-war: exchange called for by the 1973 Lao accords
was successfully implemented last week. The next
exchange is tentatively:scheduled to be held on Sep-
tember 29.: The non-Communist side released seven
Pathet Lao prisoners and 173 North Vietnamese cap-
tives.| For their part, the Communists set free 20
Lao Army personnel, 150 Thai volunteers, and one
Arerican-~civilian contract pilot Emmet Kay. , g

'Kay's release occurred one day earlier than

the others because, according to Pathet Lao spokesmen,
the Communists considered his case "different." Not |
surprisingly, the Pathet Lao attempted to gain maxi-
mum propaganda mileage from Kay's release. They al-
lowed only two individuals--a Pathet Lao official and
leftist AFP journalist Jean Jacques Cazeaux--on board '
the British aircraft ferrying Kay from Sam Neua. On
the basis of a taped interview with Kay in Sam Neua,
Cazeaux subsequently published highly derogatory com- °

ments he claimed Kay had made regarding US policy in
a1l CE () - B S ,: Z (11 [1 48

Indochina. The subs

a
Al _ N o N— e
[ij::;:jiji:TEheipraise he heaped on his Pathet Lao

captors appeared well-rehearsed.and stage-managed by

his Communist captors.

] P o t

.Upon  arriving ‘at his home in Honolulu several
days ' later, Kay told newsmen that he had received
only 15 minutes notice of his release at Sam Neua and
that he was convinced that his captors had intended to

destroy him “mentally"

i

|

[
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| |
b

and se

nd him home a "vegetable."

1
i
I

'f September 24, 1974




S e e

MORI DocID: 948543

e

LR L N L S R St

~$ECRET

'
-
i
|

The September 19 Exchange - : - B |
Lao, Thai, and North Vietnamese prisoners were I

exci:anged on September 1S at Phong Savang in Commu- ' !

nist-controllcd territory on the Plaine des Jarres

amid a;thxae-ring circus atmosphere, What was to

have been a brief repatriation ceremony turned into

a day-long affair whan a Lao air force cargo plane

transporting Communist prisoners from Vientiane.

landed in a muddy bomb crater on Phong Savang's primi-

tive'dir:Lairatrip. o :

e

, Nov !Vietnamese prisoners deliberately tried to
embarrass their non-Communist captors at the repatria-
tion ceremony. ' They refused to wear fresh uniforms

or shoes provided for the occasion, and upon arrival
at the Plaine des Jarres, the prisoners--who for the
most part appeared to be in reasonably good health--
complained of maltreatment by Lao army authorities,
poor quality food, and lack of medical care. Some of
them feigned illness and were given "injections" by
pathet | Lao medical personnel. A few were evacuated

on stretchers. In an effort to bill themselves as

Lao natiopals‘serving with the Pathet Lao at the time
of their capture, the North vietnamese unfurled Pathet
Lao banners they had;smuggled-aboard their aircraft
and shouted cheers for Pathet Lao leader Souphanouvong
and thz Lao Communist movement. -

e R

e e

PRy ¥

L

e

gt R e et

The Lao and Thai prisoners repatriated by the
pPathet Lao '‘appeared to be in generally good physical
condition and their morale was high. The Lao told ob-
gervers that they had traveled by truck for two days to.
reach Phong Savang, while the Thais reportedly claimed
a 6 to 10 day trek--indicating that they may possibly |
have  been' incarcerated somewhere in North Vietnam. The i
Thai releasees indicated that at least 60 more of their 3
colleagues remained to be exchanged at a later date. CiA
These figures fall far shori of the 640 Thais that were o F

LA

previously estimated to be in Communist captivity..
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