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LAOS: The Lao Communists apparently in-
tend Lo use some of their allied prisonens to
bargain lor cha in US and Thai poli

Allied Prisoners
May Become Pawn
In Laos Bargaining

The Lso Communists apparently
intend to use some of their allied priso-
ners as bargaining chips to force
changes in US and Thai policy loward
Laoy,

[ [
ommunisis will con-
nus (0 an uaspecified aumber of
US and Thal prisoners beyond the
prisoner exchange deadline of June 4.
‘Thia is particularly those captured after
the cease-flie agreement of February
1973, -
US civilian contract pliot Emmet !
Key is the only Amertican prisoner in
the post-agreement category and the
only one the Lsoc Communists admit to
(See Lacs... Page ¢)
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Laos L )
From Page 1

ey —
not indicate oF are
now being detsined. Four Americans

sre believed to have been captured In
Laos before the sgresment; 314 are
Hat

Com-
my el of these
prisonens to the cessetion of US aerial
reconnsissance flights over Lso ter
titory, to the disbanding of [ |

intelligence organiza-
tions in Viestiane snd Luang Prabang,
and to the disoclution of |
beses.

o r the
ceese-fire agresment is proof of con-
tinued US “sggremion™ agaimst Lace
and that this argument might be weed
to counter altied demands for the with-
[

0 n {hat
#nd Thailand do not intend to
r;;vmwhmw ds of
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