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4,

| his experiences
with North Vietnamess and 3oV ile attempting k
'

to learn the fate |_!—_|vho was shot down in Southeast Asia in
1967. | To the best of my recollection,the folloving is a detailed Y

account| of an interview that took placa|  |Jan 70 in the North
Vietnamsse Embassy, Moscow,
3

The intmrviow with two North Vietnamese reprosentatives lasted exactly
one hout and 50 minutes, beginning at 2:00 PM. The higher ranking of %
the two was Vu Xuan. He was spproximataly five feat 10 inches tall, T oa
narrow phouldered, thin faced, and had short features. His subordinate, .,
whose name is not recalled, was approximataly five fest six inches tall, i
broad shouldered and weighed approximately 160 pounds. The latter was ;
short, mquatty and heavysst and not like any other Vistnamese my friend !
had evet seen. Uoth mon wers very cordial during the introduction and )
offered| cigarettos and condiments to my friend and the Soviet inter- )
prater, [phonetic]. The interview was conducted over s

a coffes table around which sat the four participantas. o

lwas a last minute substitute faterpreter | | (

poke English IIuAEly: PruT] N
lﬁ—_ﬁﬁ!ﬂm_ttc Vas the Soviet diplomatic service \
as verseas embassies, Qprmd to be moet N
helpful and was responaibla for changing the entirs climate of the T
She was provided as a substitute after the Intourist guide, v

disclosed that she had beon forbidden by her super= ’;

visors fo ac n interpretar during the interview,

'rhnI firet question asked was vhy my friend had come to Moscow inatead .
of The ’
reply was that it waa hoped a more direct approach wmight Dring & a N
reply to quastions | | Thera followsd a seriss

of rhatorical quastions paralleling the communist propaganda line: for
fnstance, "Why did not Nixon stop the war? Why dida't the American
paople join the peace movements and stop their warmongering waya?! Why
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did not Nixon stop the bombing?" Eventually the conversation worked
nd to

They vanted to know where [ |wns shot down, The roply was that he
shot down over Laos. They answored by saying that then perhaps it

1d be better if inquiries were made at the Laotian Embassy because
s i{s a neutral country and North Viotnam has no influence there at

As soon as it appeared that my friend would not or could not
er them tney would hedge and open the discussion anew, They wanted
know who said [ |was shot down over Lnos, The reply was that &
Marine Corps casualty officer had given the information, but that he
not there, so really no one knew exactly where [;Iwas shot down,
n they asked that 1f the US Government knew 80 muc y wasn't it
ad instead of my friend coming across the globe personally to inquire
t The responss was that obviously the US Government was
holding him prisoner and if he did in fact survive then he would be
risoner in North Vietnam or Laos, Every time Laos was mentioned they
ame quite disturbed, They thon asked if it were not possible that
US Government had made a mistake and that %ﬂight not have
where the border was located., It was replied that it was very
sible, but it was believed he was shot down over Laos,
terated the question that wasn't it possible the US Government could
a besn wrong. 1Lt was agrecd that it was possible, but doubtful,

t all were at lopgerhends and so a list of US MIA's was

this poin
The list had been obtained

sented to them for thelr verification,

pr

from familius of MIA's in the US. Their responsc was one of immediate
anger and they indicated that my friend had come to discuss

thay had agrecd to discuss him; and they would not discuss anything

they asked if my friend would say q]vu shot down over North
tnam and the reply was that it could not be stated definitely., It

indicated the US Government could have been wrong, but if it was
he was shot dowm over North Victnam the statement would not be a
thful one. Xuan then said ho could understand the concern of a
and he rcalized my friend's family did
start the war and perhaps he should go back home and discuss the
lem with Nixon. It was pointed out that the North Vietnamesa had
fously hurt their position by their poor treatment of US PW's. At
time many people {n the US and elsewhere were against the war in
heast Asia, but becauso of the poor treatment accorded the US W's
h Victnam had lost much support. This statement did not exactly
ar my friend to Xuan, but he did not reply directly and only

ded to the fact that North Vietnsm had not started the war,.

enly without consulting anyons, said something to Xuan,
£ roit changa camo over the two men. My friend was
could have been shot down over

by
asked if he would say that LEI—WI
Vietnam. The reply was in tha atfirmative because the speed of

aircraft in which he was flying was so great it was possible he
d have strayed into North Vietnam without knowing it. At that
t both men were all smiles, Thoy asked for a photograph of

his rank, sorial number, all the important facts leading up to
avent, what kind of plane he was [lying and where he was based.,
quastions were all answored by writing them down on a piece of

| 29

riend was then told he would be notified about When asked
long it would take, they rcplied approximately four to six weeks,
riend asked if he should stay in Moscow to await word., Thoy replied
it would be of no use bacause tho information hsd to be relayed by
mail, It was then suggested by my friend that he bs allowed to journey
o Hanol to await word. Again they replied that such a plan would be
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impossible bacsuss of the danger to his person and the tense political )
situation, Xuan further sxplained that communications betwean the :
USSR and North Vietnam were less than they should have been, and the ,

tnformation by necessity had to travel via the mail reute., The {nter- , -
viev then concluded and the interpreter and my friend left the smbassy. )
' ’\
It was later learn at she had told them my friend was S
really lying sbout er North Vietnam becauss he was ﬁ
afraid of some form of ratribution which might be taken sgeinet| | V.
This statement changed their entire attitude during ths interview b
from that point they appearsd to ba most willing to cooperate. As I
o! 18 Nov 70 nothing has been hsard from the lorth Vietnamese tngc:dtn. ;,f
the fate of the dowvned airman, "
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