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SUBJECT  Alleged Soviet Incarceratien of s!rsaiucts
0.8, Vietnas Prisoners of Mar -
{POk: 1970)

SOURCE

o the Soviet Union circa 1970 for long term or
1ifetime 1nearcetation and "fdeological ietraining.” He implied
the number i{nvolved to be sbout 2,000, The goal of the program
was indefinite, but {nvolved intensive paychological investiga-

tion of the prisoners and retraining co maks them a\rﬂm;_.
ired to serve the needs of the Soviet Union.

cording 1:9i !
. specially ect «5. prisoners of war were Geling
eceiv nt

- _ END SUMMARY,

1. - (Headquarters Comment: This report should be read with
caution. CIA re:ords contain no confirmation of ed intelligence
affiliacion of cited below, deapite assertion
that held al position fd the RGB. Seversl other
Parsons usmed in the text likewise cannot be identified. We have
never before encountered even vagus rumots among Soviat dissidonts or
other informants that any U.S8, !W'n tm Vietnam are incargergted in
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the USSR, much less that 2,000 such individuals are leading *reasonably
normal lives" i{n the same region vwhere numerous § cal
prisoners have resided in exile. In short, while may be
reporting his recollection of an acrual conversation, wa stromngly
halieve that this report mevits little if any credence Exom analysts.
However, in l1ight of continuing high interest in the question of V.S.
personnel seill listed aes wissing in acticn in Scucheast Asia, this -
‘report is being disseminated with appropriste caveats to goncerned
members of the U.S. Intelligence Community.)

' which was held efrca 1970, XGB
} stated that many
specially seleéted U.S, prisoners ol war eing received from North

Vietnaz for long term or lifetime custody and “{deological re-training"
in the Soviet Union. Coument : E‘E:]did not state

specifically thé number of prisoners invelved. The term he used was

Yy poryadka neskol'kikh tysyach v nas tozhe yest'' which translaces

as "on the order of several thousand,” foplying cha number to be about
2,000) ners were destined for confinement at a Facllity nearx
Perm. who lesrned of ths program from sn unnamed high level
KGB collesgue, understood that Sovievs rather than North ¥ietnamese
were involved in the Inftial selection pracess and that participants

were to be continually assessed for suitabilicy. He implied that
vitable would va eliminsced and replaced

individuals devermined ¢
with other candidates. Comment: mede his comment
vhile serving as & politie logist and personnel offficer at che

\ \ of the State
Counnlttee for Sclence fng Technology fn Moscow. Hs had previously served
as Chief of tha KCB's and in that capacity would
have very likely made contacts among mﬁﬂ:‘i:ials subsequently
responsible for organfzing any such prisoner program.)

3. According co[ l the goals of. the U.5. prisonar
-progranm were indefinita but ved intengive psychological atudies
of the individuals and utilisstion of them as rzquired to serve the
_needs of the Soviee Unfon. | Junderatood thac the detention
facility was not & standard prison, But rather one in which {nmates
could lead ressonably normsl lives. During the conversation
recalled that precedents existed for such a program in the Soviet Union
and cited sinilar previcus efforts with Spanish, Japanege, and Chinese
Dationals, He stated that in pact programs, participants vere
encouraged to marry Soviet women.
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4, Comment : l:'describeél a5 & _ver
professional and security-conscious person who confided in

because of rthair unique personal relatiomship. is
capacity as an institute personnel officer, was the first individual
to Interview upen his transfer to the information center
requested basic biographiec data and acknowledged being
acquainted with several individuals liscted by Darugglnlarly

nLCRU officer serve as Deputy Chief of Intelligence for the Far Eastern
Military District in the esrly 1950's, [ ~_Jowned
dachas near cach other and while not close frienda, held cach other in
high raspect, In ad&ttion I:cl |vaa acquainted wich
(FNU)  ((Prudnikev))’who was active in Weastern Europe and Germsny for
the KGB, (FNU) ((Gradoselskiy)) who had served 28 a KGB official in
Poland and Cermany, and . (FNU)  ((Gridniyev)) who served ss KEGB .
Deputy Chief for-Administration and Supply. A sense of trust had there~
fore been developed over many years of mutual associatior with top level
KGB and GRU officers.) Comment: Prudnikov may be identical
vith Mikhail Sidorovich Prudnikov, dob circa 1912, a senior Soviet
intelligence official whose memoirs of operations during and after

World War Two bave been published in the USSR. CIA records do not
identify any individual unsmed Grodoselskiy or Griduiyev as having served

in Soviet intelligence.)
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- T rg_)%lcnteerﬂ the information regerding the Viecnan
prisoners duft one of many private conversations during the late 1960's
and early 1970's. BHis duties were not particulsrly demanding after his ]
years as an adwinistrator in the KGCB. He was often finished with hig !

work in the early aftérnoon and, rather than go homs or engaged ian

for private conversations.) Topics primarily involved

cutside interests, held informal discussfots in his office. %
?;FEL_I:!_I—_!LIBR:d that he was the person most frequently c¢chosen . ;
personal affairs and health, but also included policieal |
topics. ring one of these sespions the subject of prison camps araoge, :
in particulsr those which furnished labor for Siberisn econmomic
develophent, The conversation then shifted to Vietnam and che apparent
‘fncrease in strength of South Viatnam at the time and cthe appareat ) k
inatability in che.Morch. agreed, citing the massive ¥.S. . !
committment to the South, but added that the Soviets ware also making |
gains. Be then deseribed the program :ln:volung U.5. prisoners. .

caurt/ﬁrran

Fom 2201 cesoums s s

,/ - -

NND 952011 =e~-- /25 Y




Cﬁoi,ss?l.%ase 1:04-cv-40814-HHK Document 165-36 Filed O4/19¥1l Page 4 of 4

W - FURTHER DISSEMINATION AND USE OF THIS INFORMATION SUBJECT

TO CONTROLS S'l'_ATE’D AT l.l?:Cl.\'.\"h\‘Q AND END OF REPORT  PACE 4 OF 4 PACES

CONFIDENTIAL

-,

 Comment: fl& records contain neo indepevant conFirpation of the detsils

of career provided here.)
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