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COUNTRY USSR DATE DISTR. 12 March 1982
SUBJECT Alleged Soviet Incarceration of REFERENCES *

U.S. Vietnam Prisoners of War
(DOX: 1970)

SOURCE L

SUMMARY:  Accordimng to
specially selected U.3. prisoners of war were being

received inco the Soviec Union circa 1970 for long term or
lifecime incarceracion and "ideological fecraining.” He implied
the number involved to be abouc 2,000. The goal of the program
_ was Iindefinice, but involved incensive psycholegical fnvestiga-
o R tion of the priscners and retraining to make them available
as required to serve the needs of the Soviet Union. | |

| END SIRRMARY.

1. Comment: This report should ba read wich
eaution. CIA records concain no counfirmacion of the alleged incelligence
affiliacion o [ | despice cthe assercion
thac eversl other
persons named In the cexc lLikewise cannot be ldencified. We have )
never before encountered even wvague rumors among Soviec dissidents or -
other info'mants thac any U.5. POW's from Viatnam are incarcerated in _.. ...
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the USSR! auch less that 2,000 such individualz are leading “remasonably
norzal lives" in the same region vhere numercus Sovier policical

prisaners hav e. In short, Wi | |
| | we scrongly
balieve. that 5 teport meriks LiCElE any¥ credénce from analyscs.

Howvever, in light of continuing high interest in the question of U.S.
pergonnel scill lisced as wmissing in action In Souctheast Asfa, this
repars Is being disseminated with appropriace caveats to aOncerned
members of the U.S. Incelligence Community.)

2. | cirea 1970,

stated that many
Specially selected U-5. priscners of war were being received from Nerth
Vietnam for long term or lifetime custedy and "{declogical re-training"
in the Soviet Union. Commenc: [%:::::::::]did not state
specifically the number of prisoners invelved, The term he used was
"v poryadke neskol'kikh tysyach v nas tozhe yest'' which ctranslaces

as "ot the order af several thousand," implying the number to be abouct

2,000) were descined for confinement-at a facility-mear ==~
Perm. l lleatncd of the program from an unnamed high level
understood chat Soviets racher than Norch Viecnamese

nvolIvéd in che initial selectfion process and that parcicipants
were to be continually assessed. for suitabilicy. He implied thae
individuals detsrmined te be unsuitable would be eiliminated and replaced
with other candidaces. ( Commenc : !

3. | [the gosls of the U.S. prisoner
program were indefinite but Involved intensive psychological studies
of the individuals and ucilization of them as required to serve the
needs of the Soviet Union.[ | understood that the deteneion
facllity was not a standard prizon, but rather ane im which inmates
could lead reagenably normal lives. Duriog che conversa::nn["
recalled that precedents exisred for such a program in the Scviet Union
znd cited similar previous effores vith Spanish, Japanese, and Chinase
nactionals. ' He stated that in past programs, participiats ware
encouraged toc marry Soviet womaen.
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4. Comment:

volunceered the information-regarding che Viecnam

5!
prisoner

iche subjece of prison camps arose,

In particular those which furnished labor for Siberiam economic
development. The conversation then shifted to Vietnam and the apparent
increase in strengcth of South Vietnam ar the time and the apparant
inscability in che Norzh. agread, citing cthe massive U.S.
commirtmenc to che Scurh, buc added thac the Soviecrs were also making
He then described the program invelving U.S. prisoners,

gains.
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