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USAF review(s) completed. 16 March 1954 

MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 

SUBJECT: (Unclassified) u. S. Prisoners of War Remaining in Communist 
Custody After Termination of Exchange of Prisoners Under Ter.ms 
of Korean Armistice Agreement 

1. An unknown but apparently substantial number of U. s. military 
personnel captured in the course of the Korean War are still being held 
prisoners by the Communist Forces. These individuals will not necessarily 
be retained in North Korea or Manchuria, but may be held elsewhere within 
the Soviet orbit. 

25X1 

2. While it is possible that the release of some or all of these 
prisoners of war may eventually be effected through diplomatic negotiations, 
the fact that to this day apparently large numbers of German and Japanese 
prisoners of war from World War II are still in custody must be accepted 
as a Communist pattern. Today, f or the first time, U. s. personnel in any 
quantity are coming into contact with this pattern. It is a fundamental 
obligation of the u. s. Government to vigorously pursue every authorized 
means to recover its fighting men being held hostage by anyone under any 
circumstances whatsoever. 

3. The recovery of even a single individual in this category would 
have a salutary effect upon the morale of u. s. mili t ary personnel in 
contact with Communist Forces in the event of future hostilities, and 
would be of inestimable value in our National psychological program to 
expose for the world at large to see and understand the true nature of 
the Soviet-directed world Communist plot. 

4. It is therefore requested that requirements be placed on appro
priate operating organizations for clandestine and covert action to locate, 
identity, and recover those U. s. prisoners of war still in Communist custody. 
This action should take precedence over all other evasion and escape activi
ties currently being planned or undertaken by the Agency in support of 

\/ military requirements. It is further requested that any information col
. lected pertaining to U. s. and other United Nations prisoners of war still 

c oeUN!NT 110, in �C�o�m�m�u�n�~�s�t� custody be immediately forwarded to this Headquarters. 
Nil �C �l �!�:�l�t�i�: �~� �I �~� �C�L�A�S�S�~� 
l.J N .C!.> :lS!f'i ED .. /"( 

;.: �; �: �~ �· �·� �,�,�~ �:� .. �:�;�~�~�~�/�\�~�~ �~� �~� �-�~ �- �~ �-�~�(�. �- �~�L� ('/ .. .? 
1.::1;!-l: il ll �, �~ �·�2� //T �~� 

25Xti .. r!tr-i:!l'.) �B�W�i�l�V�f�j�R�~� I - - - = • �~� U I Jt a f. F. TWINING . 
:h• ottice ot record tor this �d�o�o�u�m�e�n�~�h�f�:�f� of Staff, United States Air Force 
Chht • PsyaholoRiaal Voer ra-re Division, Special �h �e�\ �n�d�l�i�n �!�~� ot this pere!' ta requested. 

Directorate or Plan:.; . DCS/Or;.erat1ons, Hq. USAF. • Acoess should b·; 1 ':m, ted to 1ud1viduala requi:ri%3& 
Normal handli ng �p�r�o�o�e�d�u�r�~�:�o�s� are not applicable. the intor.111.:.. l. j ou h&rdl\ in ordel' to oarry out theb 
Request reolies Ol' reter!fll!es ..h �~� ,. �~� .duti.e.s 
reotly to �~�r� �t�h�r�o�&�R�I�?�r�~�f�u�o�~�P�I� �R�'�l�l�o�f�%�!�~�~�:�~�·�a�t�r�P�8�0�R�u�1�7�.�n�.�:�,�.�o�o�o�a�o�o�1�2�0�0�2�8�-�5� 

t?s y tlla.v �~�~�-�v� 
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MAR 24 1954 

:MEM>RANDUM FORa DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 

THROUGH a 

SUBJECT a 

RFFI!:RENCES a 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR (PLANS) 

u. s. Priscnera of War Remaining in 
Communist Custody • 

!• Memo fta. C/S, USAF, dtd 16 Nar •54, 
Subj • as above • 

E• Memo fm Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, 
D/A, dtd 14 Aug '531 Subj. 11Post 
Korean Armistice Planning for Covert, 
Clandestine, and Related Activities." 

1. Reference a. contains a request from Chief of Staff, 
USAF that CIA undertake to locate, identify, and recover u.s. 
Priscners of War still in Conununist custody. 

2. This request is in most respects identical with 
reference b. 1 which was received last August from the Assistant 
Chief of Staff, G-21 D/A. 

3. The FI Staff has had a long standing requirement for 
information of this type, but so far has not obtained any 
worthwhile intelligence in this regard. 

4. It is believed, as you are no doubt aware, that CIA 
has little or no operational capability t o recover personnel 
from those areas in .which PaN's are being held in Manchuria, 
China, or the Soviet Union. In almost all such areas the 
priority of CIA effort is on the collection of early warning 
and order of battle information. 

S. It is the opinion of this Staff that thie Agency has no 
significant capabilities along the lines requested by the USAF • 

6. It is therefore recommended that you sign the attached 
memorandum to Chief of Staff, USAF. 

25X1 
�: �:�~� �~� ... ::. �~�~�- �~ �:�.�~� ... : �~�n �s �.� 0 
I "! · ; . '.·· 

., '1@ I 
. . , ..... ·- - �- �- �~�~�_�/�_� 

· . . ·· .. 
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25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

. 
Approved For Release 2003/09/02 : CIA-RDP80R01731R000800120027-6 

24 Mareh 1954 

Diawi'batioru 
Oric I 1 - Udnaan 

2- DCI 

�~�=�~�·� 1-
1- OIS hruo 
1-JU 

-2-

Approved For Release 2003/09/02 : CIA-RDP80R01731R000800120027-6 
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- �~�~�~�0�1�7�3�1�R�0�0�0�8�0�0�1�2�0�0�2�6�-�7� 
Approved For Release 2003/08/18 : c_-f _ 

�~�- rat.c Chl.t et Statt 
UntW �~�t�a�t�e�a� Ur Force 

tmlte4 states Pri.aaaera �~� War n•1D1ng ill 
C a m1 at �~� after tn.lDatioll ot �~�o�h�a�a�g�e� 
c4 MaoMn ...tar lareasa Uldat1ce A!J..,..n\ 
!'C"ma. 

1. 1l.t'ei'U08 u Jl8d.a io your --ma ot lb MR.reh on tbe 
abcft aTabjeot., nql»df:Dc ti!at \ht.a 4eflll7 take .ction to locate, 
1dezzt1f.r alld 'ftOO'ftr U.S. POWa 1a CCPadn �c�w�a�~�.� 

2. �I�~� vith :JVU �~� tha:t PT acooap11"'-'Jlt in th1al 
tJ..ld wuld Ullll'»atlonab]T baft a ulllt.az7  "�~� upoa mnle Slid 
would be t4 s1p1f'icaat TU. h aar aaUoaal ...,._ol ogical p!'O&I'Sa • 
�.�l�~� the a.- �~� I t .. l oerta.ta �t�h�e�.�~� 7oa J"Mli• U. inherent 
dittioultlee imol.YecS 1a O)la"ratioM or th1a V;», pt.ri1oul.arJ.y u 
the wr,- territcr1ea wMn u.s. POliti ue l.Uaq to he held. 

). -nda lgel!ll.f¥ ha• bad a •cmt.1.J:ID..t.D requlnalont for t.be 
dewlO}aJnt ot inf'OJ'Jiatioa GD the looaUAm of tr.S. PCWa, aDd v1ll 
�~�t�o� elldeawr to obtaln IIJV' poaaibla J.Dtolligence ill th1a 
nprcl. A:lfT 1Dtanaat1oa produced em th1. abject �v�U�l�t�.�~� 
OOZQ87ed aDi d1Mueed \lith lleedquartera, Ua1W States Air Porca. 
Aaa!d tbD Air Porce J"Qaeiw .., •teada• ..__d 'toiOrl.h7 ot expl.arat1oa, 
it vU.1 be appreoiated 1t J'IRlld.ll Mka \Mae amlable to •• CIA 
viU tJien �~� in a poelt1on to deteNlDe vtlat etep&-, it 81\'r 1 can be 
�a�p�p�r�o�,�P�r�'�U�.�~� �~� towards etf•otbg the releaM of the 'POW3 
ilm:i1. ftd. 

n 
IJ ,. :I -
.. L ····· .. - �[�)�~�6�1�1� 

25X1 
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4. You JDq 1» nN that Oil v:tll do �~� practicable 
t.o �a�e�~�~�p�]�l� with 10m:' rtquaa\ aDd v1ll. lla.lAtain appropriate aontut 
wlth Jet'# BeedQ'G&rters aonoarniac tiWI .U3eot. 

�~�\�1�1�£�1� 

ALl'.'U V • DOLU'.S 
Director 

�2�5 �X�1�~ �6� �~� 11rt/ 

�~ �·�.� 
�t�V�~�-�.�'�- I . �d�,�t�.�~�-�-�<�P� �~�-

1 .2- �~ �/� 
25X1 I - �~� fj?., 

25X1 

1- I 

Approved For Release 2003/08/18 : �C�~�~�Q�P�8�0�R�0�1�7�3�1�R�0�0�0�8�0�0�1�2�0�0�2�6�-�7� 

SfieRt-T 

25X1 
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0
-"i" ""' .. �~�p�}�o�v�e�d� Fo;:eleas7 �i�o�o�J�/�O�S�~�I�~�R�D�P�S�O�R�o �1�1 �: �0�0�0�8�0�0�1�2�0�0�2�6 �_ �7� i .' �-�-�-�~�j�.�i�.�J�-�

CC iVlemoranaum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT . _ _'j 

TO DIRECTOR, CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
DATE: 26 May 1954 

25X1 FROM : I 
�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�~� 

suBJECT: U.S. PRISONERS OF WAR REMAINING IN COMMUNIST CUSTODY 

In compliance with your request, the letter to the Chief of staff 
of the Air Force in regard to the recovery of Air Force personnel now held 
as prisoners bas been rewritten. 

The new letter to the Air Force is attached. · 

25X1 

-

�r�.�~�~�u�u�~ �·�:�: �~�n� N!}. ·---- -----
t!C �~�:�~ �~ �:�:�,� �:�-�: �·�:�;�:�·�~�.� :···'· : 1• i' �~�:�)�.� u 

. . . 
0 t.,.r: . �~�·� . " 
�m�. �,�~�~�·�:�:�.� ; ·. , ·, ;- :{J z,oll 
�~�~�~�~�-�;� �.�,�~�:�.�.�.� . . ! . • a • • --- ------

1 
25X1 
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f 

-MEMORANDUM FOR: I.fr. Dt. Je 

PM, which has the carbon of this letter, 
is preparing a reply for your signature which 
will be here tomorrow, Wedneeday, 24 March. 

RWF 

�~�O�R�M� NO. 10.101 JAN 1852 
(47) 

Approved For Release 2004/07/08: CIA-RDP80R01731R000800120028-5 
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