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1Na-IO l,03 NSAE-OO NSC·IO PA-m RSCoOI PRSoOl SPC03
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6011
INFO AMEMBASSY BANOKOK
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ClNCPAC

CONFIDENTJ A L VIENTIANE 6677

B.O. 116S2: GDS
TAGS: MOPS, CAse, LA
SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH PHOUN SIPRASEUlH RE POWS AND MIAS

I. SINCE PHOUN SIPRASEUTH, SECOND RANKING LPFDELEOATE NOW IN
CHARGE OF LPFREPRESENTATION, TS lEAVlNO FOR SAM NEUA SEPl'EMBER

27. DCM CALlED ON HIM LATE AfTERNOON SEPTEMBER 26 TO REITERATE

USG VIEWPOINT ON POWIMIA ISSUE. DCM EMPHASIZED AGAIN IMPORTANCE
USG AnACHES TO EARLV Cl.J\JUFlCAnON OF FAm OF AMERICAN POWS AND

MIAS IN LAOS AND ASKED HIM TO CONVEY nos MESSAGE TO LPP CENTRAL
COMM11TEE TN SAM NEVA. PliOUMI VONOVtCHIT, THE SENIOR LPF
NEGOTIATOR, RETURNED TO SAM NEUA ON SEYTEMBER 20.

2. AFTER EXPRESSING OUR SATISFAcnON WITH TIm CONCLUSION OF
RLG-LPF NEOOTIAnONS ON SEPTEMBER 14, DCM CALLED PHOUN"S

ATTENTION TO ARna..E 18 OFTHE PRMOCOL DEALINO wminlE RETURN
OF SOLDIERS AND etVn.IAN PERSONNEL CAP'IlJRED AND IMPRISONED

DURING THE WAR AND WITH THE SEARCH FOR PERSONS MISSING DURING

THE CONFUcr. DCM POINTED OUT THAT PHOUMI VONGVIOUT HAD ASSURED

US IN PREVIOUS MEB11NGS THAT ONCE PRMOCOL NEGOTIATIONS WERE
CON"FlDFNl1AL
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COMPLETED. LPF WOULD SCRUPULOUSLY CARRY OUT PROVISIONS. DOoI
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POlJ'O"ED OUT nlAT ACCORDING TO ARTICLE 11I(C) OFTHE PROTOCOL THE
TWO LAO PAR'I'IFS WERE BOUND TO PROVIDE INFORMATION wrrHIN 15 TO

30 DAYS. COUNTING fROM THE DAtE OFSIGNING OF THE PRarocOL, ON

1HOSE CAP11JRED AND tMPRlSONED AS WELL AS A UST OF NAMES OF1HOSE

WHO DIED IN CAP1T\11Y. SINCE POWS HRDUCKA ANt> DEBRUIN HAD BEEN
SEEN AS POWS BUT WERE NOT 'IURNED OVER TO Us AU'MfORITIES IN HANOI

LAST MARCH WHEN!J AMERICANS CAP1lJRED IN LAOS WERE RELEASED, WE
WOULD NOW EXPBCT CLARIFICATION OP'THEIR FATE IN UNB WI'IlI

PARAGRAPH J8(C) OF PROTOCOL. DOd SAID THATBY 14 OCTOBER (I.E. 30

DAYS AFTER PROTOCOL SIONATURE) WE WOULD HOPE TO HAVE WORD ON
AMERICAN POWS ST1LL HELD BY LPF AND 1ltOS£WHO DIED IN CAPTMTY.

J. DCM mEN EXPLAINED OUR KEEN DISAPPOD'JllolENT WITH NORTH

VIETNAMESBfAILURE TO COOPERATE WITH US AtrrHORlTIES ON MIAS AND

1HAT \VE SlNCERELY HOPED LPFWOUlD ADOPT A MORE POSl11VE APPROACH
TOWARDS nns PROBLEM. OCM SUOOESTIm mAT A111TUDE LPF ADOPT ON

POWIMlA PROBLEM COULD DEEPLY lNFLUENCE FUTUREUSG-LPF RELATIONS

AND WOULD ALSO HAVB lMPACf ON US CONGRESS WHOSE MEMBERS ARE
SUBJEcrBD TO GREAT PRESSURES BY FAMIUES OP MIAS AND WHO ARE

RESPONSmLE FOR VOTING FUNDS FOR LAOS.

4. TO FAClLrrATE LPFTASK, DCMPOINTEDOUTTHAT ACCORDTNOTO
ARTICLE III(E) THE 10INT COMMISSION TO IMPLEMENT me AGREEMENT

(lOA), MAY REQUEST ASSISTANCE. FROM THE ICC ON GATHERING OP

INFORMAnoN ON MIAS [If BOTH SIDES AGREE. DCM SAID THAT USG WOULD
BE HAPPY TO HELP BOTH JelA AND ICC IN SEARCH FOR MIAS.

5. PHOUN REPLIED mAT LPF IS DETERMINED TO IMPI..EMENT ALL

PROVISIONS OF THE PRarocoL. INCLUDING mOSE SECIlONS DEAUNG
\VITIf POWS AND MIAS. HE SAID THAT EXCEPT FOR EMMET KAY. LPF HELD NO

OTHER AMERICAN POWS. ON MIAS. LPF CEmRALCOMt.UTTEB HAS BEEN

GATHERING INFORMATION BUTPHOUN WARNE) THAT OF THE MORE THAN 310
NAMES WE HAD PROVlD'ED TO LPF ON Al\I'ERtCAN MlAS tN LAOS. 1.PP WOULD

PROBABLY ONLY COME UP WITH JNR>RMATION ON "A FEEBLE PERCENTMjE".
HE AGREED TO CONVEY TO CerrRALCOMMI1TEE OUR PRESSING CONCERN ON
THIS SUBJECT AS WEU.. AS OUR WDLINGNESS TO HELP JOA AND ICC IN

THE1R WORK ON MIAS.

6. COMMENT: WE EXP£C'T lCIA TO BE ACTIVATED W11mN NEXT 10 DAYS.

IT IS RECALLED THAT PROTOCOL HAS DESIGNATED JOA AS BODY WHICH IS
CONFIDENTIAL

CONFIDENTIAL

PAOEo., VIENTI06677 271223Z

TO RECEIVE INFORMATION FROM Born SIDES ON POWS AND MIAS. IF ICIA
IS ACTIVATED WITHIN EXPECTED TIME FRAME AND PROVISIONS OP PROTO.
COL ARE RESPECTED, WE SHOULD RECEIVE FIRST INFORMATION ON POWS
AND THOSEWHO DIED IN CAM'MTY BY OCTOBER 14.
WHITEHOUSE

CONFIDENTIAL
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April 14, 2011

David Rybicki, AUSA
555 4th St., NW
Washington, DC 20530 Ref: Hall, et al vs CIA 00814 HHK

Dr. ~. Rybicki:

Attached are three PNOK privacy waivers not previously submitted because the
case was already in litigation. They are now given/provided, even though the cases are
part of the POW/MIA "Vietnam War PNOK "YES" Casualty List Names of Family
Members" who authorized the release ofall information to the public on their unreturned
family member; Because the CIA unreasonably pretends they cannot identify a POW or
MIA because there could be someone else with the same name that was also a
POW/MIA. I hope the above information is helpful to the CIA in their pursuit of
POW/MIA documents requested.

Hugh M. Fanning, USMC
Loss Location: N. Vietnam
Service # 090858
Aircraft: A6 Intruder

went missing 31 Oct, 1967

SS: 466-68-4903
DOB: July 12, 1941

went missing 24 Nov 1969
Date of birth: 03/14/1943
Grade at loss: 02
Note: Promoted while in MIA status
MOS: 10538: Pilot

374TH TAC ALFT WING, 7TH AF
Loss Location: Laos

Capt. Peter Richard Matthes, AF
Home of Record: Toledo, OH
Service: U S Air Force
Rank: Captain
10 No: 272384192
Unit: 41ST TAC ALFT SQDN,
Incident Date: 11/24/1969

Capt. Charles Joseph Scharf, AF
Home ofrecord: San Diego, CA
Loss Location: N. Vietnam
Service # 47305A

Went missing 01 Oct 1965

Aircraft: F4C
SS # 561-44-5885

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Roger Hall
8560 2nd Ave., #621
Silver Spring, MD 20910

EXHIBIT
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EXHIBIT
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~~

'.:

.' . ~
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1. ;~.fI' MAY. 1965

.. '" ."

QUIE~ A/lD.LOOK~D WORRIED. ON~ VAS TALL AIID BALDING. THE OTHER,
', ..,..._ .....•_ ..:..._ ;-_ .' '-'.' .

l'HO WAS ALSO TALL, HAD A HEAVY BUILD AND A ROUND FACE,!'. ·OR.,Rl;(EASE')nr-
. ,APPROVilP.·\F./I l~/O JV

- Qat• .:..s.S~>J.!,.U!!L:=_-->-

--...,...,.",-;;:: -
'THE HOME Of GENERAL SH:GKAPO.-: IWO AMERICAN

. -
PILOTS' 'IN fLIGHT..S·UJJs.IILni·.THUm;IG/IlA 9f P.M' -; HE.M.0VED il1ERE

,.

, , .

~). Ii

. I

·BEING HELD UNDER ARMED GU'ARD' IN'TfrCGENERAL: S l"USE. THEY IIERE
. ;.

NOT HANDCUffED OR LOCKED UP". GAVE THE TWO AMERICAIIS
p 0

SOAP'; TO\lELS, TOOTHBUSHES, AND TOOTHPASPE. THE PILOT.S. WERE. . . '. . ,", .

"

~ 13 N'RIL 19&7 .
." ._;,....:~ _': .._ ~ _:"'-: '\~.~--,.,:":"... __'-.0:' 'C-.~ .••:. _-._ _::.-:::: ! _._

• COUN'i'RY,. LAO~ . '.' .~ ..:: :'.:., .i:<'{/..:.
'~DilI,":"'M'~X 'I~~~ . _ " . _r ,) ; ,.'-": .•••• : •. 7~
............: ~..: :.:. ',:". -. ", .,- -.' ,',,' , .
. SUBJECT: ". rwo "AMERICAN PILors HELD CAPTIVE:IN )<HANG :kHA~, XIENa .

.~. ... .. ;.' .. ' "', . .... "'. .' . ., ....
KilOUANG PROVINCE, IN. MAY 19M: .. "

..: .

•
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d-.70

DECLASSIFIED
E.G. 12356. Sec. 3.4
Ni] 9/-j/;;'k

BY~, NARA. Da[e~-=;;..c,..

u

KEFERR1NG TO SAIGON"
WERE'iN·REGULAR-CONTACT.

E ISSUE JOINT COMMUNIOUE DENYING THESE'
A JOINT' PRESS CONFERENCE WOULD BE

.... __ ...... ~

- ... " "

Departrne1'lt of State

55"2 S E'" Q is -

, _ Elt

~, AT THIS POI T, WE'WERE JOINE:l BY TW01HlITISfoj "RESS -TYPES, , ..
AND FORUM OBVIOUSLY HAD BECOME roo PU~LIC FOR FURTHER Dis.
r.U5SjONo- CHAN CONSEQUENTLY SHlrTED TO A BANTERING LINE'
THANIC1NG ·US FOR DELIVERING AN F-i'l i TO THEM SO THAT; ~!::¢q~l;--O"

ST~O'f.\~lS [LEC TRON.I~C 9J~~~.~'.. ~Ev' ASKE? s~nP\ tTT A~~Li'IP!1.tli; .~.
• -0",' ". ;

.~ ',.

IF1EO To SUBJECT OF PRESIDENT.S SPEECH, BUT
COULD REPL~, WE WER~ JOl~E0 BY JAPANESE AHB~SSADOR

AND, T"EN BY SOVIET MILITARY ~TTAcijc. ('IAN CONFiNED HIS
ANSwER TO SAYING THAT HE'HAD HEARD ONI.Y 1ME' BBC SUMMAR~ AND
HAD NOT SEEN THE FULL TEXT. I OffERED TO SEND 'HIM TEXT IN
FjNGLlSH, "-OR WI·l1CH HE T""olKED liE •. l! SENT iT AROUND To HIH
THIS MORNINGlo

!' DURING COURSE ?OLISH R ION LAST EVENING, I HAD BRIEF
OISCUSSJON WITH NORT~ VIETNA SE CH~RGE' PRiOR TO OUR FN.
COUNTER, "E HAD: S~ I1'N T ABOUT ONE HALF HOUR IN SER IOUS CON.
vERSATlDN: WITH SI) lET AMBASSADOR.

""'*,.

f~

ACTION SS 3e

e:XDIS

yNF"O 10a0;~

g 9053-~-Z' APR 68

~~~EMB'SSY-VIENT1ANE
io SEeSTATE WASHoe PRioRiT~ 78~J

fNF"O AMEMBASSY SAI30N PRIORITY 2071

PAGE 01 VIENTI 05~~2 r.20628Z

;i. CHAN ST'RT£
pRESS REPORTS
HE JOKI NGLY S
~HARGESo I SUGGES
.",eF.E AMUS I NG 0

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTI
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PRu~PF.Ci~ paa ~j~.

RluUSLY HhND!~PPE~

~7\

VNATE fRE5> seNSATIV~A~I~
1J,.5,-NVN CQNTj\\CTS HHIE' IN

15 A1Jt105 T svlle T() f)fllll,/ UN·

Departmeut 0) Slate T E

pAGE 3 Rv~;-,=-S S5~c SEe- • ,

f~ 50t'" 11M£: BEcAII.se OF- V'
WHICH HAS FOCUSSED ATrENT
vlcNTTAN€. ANY PUBL.IC
~EL'FU~ sPEC7A1Das.

Gj>-Z SULLIV~/'l

5' COMMENT, IT SEEMS PROBABLE 7
cREET CONVl:RsATIOIVS IVlil.l 'HAN \\IlL.

SDVIETS HAv r~T RE(EIVED ~ FuLL BRIEFING ON
SiNCE CONVER5AT(~N ~A5 oa~IOUSL' &~UND TO DeT
3ROK~ OF~ iN SEARCH OF ~ODKA'

-------------------------
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..:-----

di~ no~ cu~~cluteT'· 'f 'r.:'5 lr~ ()r~at1.0n

This series of reports did not imply that

in :·iarch 19"t.

in Septer.~~r ]973.

to an)' k:10i:n individL::ll o'r grOll? of P\'//~lIAs; the nin.<:

Septe~be r 197.3.

tOhTl abc:.lt 30 :ni 1(:5 ea:i t of Th2i:he~~ iri Central Laos, in

,
I

the end 0f 1972.

if they \,'ere a':ai latil~ for extensive debriefing,. to establish

coming had all been moved cut of Laos to Jlal.oi ,"ell before

the nine ArneTica~$ in th~ ~!~haxay area had b~en defusing

r~searC!i and fcllo~-cp,

Pha Kat2.~,

ordnance or coop~Yating ill 3ny way with the Korth Vietnam~5c.

pos~tive identificatio~ of persons they· may have seen ~Gr~ing

The ~[&i13X~~-rcpcTts remain unconfirmed in spite of extensive

on the Ho Chi ~lin trail, or to establish conclusively that

5uch persons '~ere Amcrical~s 2nd ~ot E~lropeans, Rus~iol'S,

9. J t is hig::! y un 1 L~·.!:~ 1:.. l.!-:a t

~ caul j at this time PTO"iiclt~ enough inforr.u.1tion, ev~~:

..
'.. '..

"

'.v, A'
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•

~ AT '1l1E NATI~'f~~

.' ,.. ~,__ ,_"" ..~ ..,..~ _.._.. ~... ..11 __..,..

SECRET 27

( . 1" .

2 f

3

4

5

6

1

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A. That's correct.

Q. And is that your understanding of this cable?

A. That was my ~nderstanding, but I would say it

was based on factors such as our having proof that, for

example, the Hdrlicka and Debruin -- the proof of their

capture and survival of their incidents -- when it was

documented, and it would be in that regard that we·would

have made that statement that there were other people

other than the ones on their list that had survived until

a more recent date.

Q. Would that statement also have implied we did

n9t have evidence that the Lao killed people deliberately

as a policy -- the Pathet Lao, that is?

A. I can recall information describing mob murder

of downed airmen that came in through various channels. I

can't recall whether any of those incidents· were

confirmed, but we were certainly getting information along

those lines from time to time.

Is that responsive?

Q. That's very responsive. It's very helpful.

Do you recall Soth Petrasy ever stating that the

Lao policy was to kill pilots, was to punish the pirates,

if you will, or language to that effect?

A. I do not recall that. In fact, my recollection

would be that he would have taken, particularly when I was

SECRET
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REFROIXlEJ AT 'lEE NATICNAL~
. -". . -_. .

SECRET 32
·'

(.
1.........

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21.

22

23

24

25

r .

discussion.

Paragraph 2 describes questions related to the
.'

March 28 release of nine PWs in Hanoi, which the cable

says were resolved. It goes on to say: "We informed Soth

that USG continues to hope LPF holds other u.s. PWs whose

names were not placed on list transmitted by DRV on

February 1. We asked Soth to transmit this view to LPF

authorities in Sam Neua with request that LPF undertake

serious research to determine whether there are in fact

other PWs being held."

Paragraph 3 begins: "We then discussed with him

on some detail the cases of Eugene Debruin and U.S. Air

Force Captain David Hrdlicka. We presented him with

photographs of both men in PL captivity and noted that

both photos had appeared in Neo Lao Hak Sot publications.

We showed him an embassy memo of conversation prepared in

May 1966 in which Soth acknowledged PL detention of

Debruin and his report that Debruin was in good health.

soth displayed keen interest in the items presented and

stated he would refe~ the question of other U.S. PWs to

his superior at Sam Neua and ag~eed to convey response to

DeM as soon as it is received.

"He added that in event other PWs located their

release would be handled within the framework of the

February 21 Vientiane agreement."

SECRET
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