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$ CONFLRMS KNOWLEDGE OF LOCATION OF PRISONERS: 1 was somewhat s ocked

to teceive a copy of Ann Criffiths' rteply to a request release live
sighting reports received by DIA after 1 August, 1979, The shock {s
not from the denisl of DIA, but from the content of the letter. It was
forwarded to the Board members and Regfonal Coordinators asfter the
League newsletter was printed. It i{s not marked confidential and I feel
it is of great importance to you; therefore, 1 submit it to you in its ,
entirecy. The underlining is mine. - ' ,

BEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ’

WASHING C;ON. 0.C. 2030t

- - , o~

t

U-1,113/RTS-~18

APR 1 4 1982 : 9 APR lgag 6?\|u\qv

Ms. Ann Mills Griffiths
Cxecutive Oiractour - -

National L eaque of Familles of American

Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia
1608 K Street, N.W.

Washington, OC 20006
~ N
Dear Ms;'égkf???hs:

This is in response to your‘leiter of 22 March 1982, in which you appeal DIA's

decision not to release live sighting reports of U.S. personnel {ia Southeast
- Asia received after 1 August 1979,

Ve N AN /4 R

It is the policy of this Agency that all Vive sighting reports of U.S. personnel
in Southeast Asia received after 1 August 1979 are properly classified fn their

entirety and are exempt from release under pravisions of & U.S.C. 552 (b) (1),
Freedom of Information Act,

Release of the information in the form you requested would enable the Vietnamese
and Lao Govermments to equate this released information to that which may exist.
Obviously, these govermments know the location of any American prisaners they
might hold. By comparing this information to the released documents, even
though they may be sanitized, would confirm to them the fact that we knaw the
location of these prisoners and show the extent and capabflity of our coliection
-efforts. Thus release of the information in the form you requested would be

counterproductive to our intelligence efforts in this vital area. Your appeal
for release of these documents is therefore denied,

Sincerely,

A, &\Akm?ﬁ,

€.A. BUNKHALTER, JR,
chr Admiral, USH
Acting Direclor
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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20340-

N g
U-0218/PH-MIA FEB 1930

T0: Headquarters,
Air Force Military Personnel Center
DPMCB, ATTN: Mr. George Atkinson
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-6001

SUBJECT: Reporting in the Case of Colonel David Hrdlicka, USAF

1. Late last year an analyst in this office received a telephone call from
an American citizen who described himself as a carrier for the U.S. Postal
Service. He said he was in frequent contact with a "Frenchman" in Bangkok
who allegedly has a source (not identified) who claims that American pilot
David Hrdlicka recently escaped, only to be recaptured. He also reported
that Col Hrdlicka had been seen in a PW camp in the tri-border area of
Vietnam/Laos/Cambodia. No further information was offered, but the postal
carrier indicated he would be in further contact with the Frenchman and would
keep us informed. We have not heard from him since.

2. Several weeks later we received a call from another American who said he
knew someone with information on Col Hrdlicka. ODuring the conversation the
analyst determined that the Frenchman, who normally resides in the U.S., was

the source.

3. Also, we have been investigating a story furnished by an American in
Thailand who provided the driver's license data on Col Hrdlicka. He claimed
to have obtained the information from another American who received it from a
Pathet Lao soldier while travelling near Luang Prabang. We were fipally able
to locate and interview the second American while he was visiting in Beijing.
He was cooperative and provided us with other information, but he knew
nothing about Col Hrdlicka and had not met and received information from a
Lao soldier as claimed by the American in Thailand. When we reinterviewed
the American in Thailand and told him that his alleged source knew nothing
about the information attributed to him, he then indicated that maybe he got
it from someone else, then changed his mind, then changed the subject,
alluding to knowledge of a group of PW hunters who are allegedly working on
rescuing an unidentified American in Laos. In short, the source of the data
on Col Hrdlicka is unknown, but it was not obtained in the manner described
by the American in Thailand in Joint Casualty Resolution Center report T789-

354.

4. It is worth noting that those involved in this reporting are U.S.
residents with "business interests" in Thailand. There is a reasonable
possibility that these sources are connected and they may decide to expand on
their story to gain attention or raise funds for a private foray. In this
instance the Frenchman has a track record of involvement with U.S. "PW
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hunters," who have repeatedly failed to find a PW or evidence to support
their claims. Further, experience has shown that when names of missing men
and identification data start making the rounds of the refugee camps and the
so-called "Lao resistance"” groups in Thailand, stories claiming the man is
alive soon follow.

5. We are continuing to follow up on this reporting and will keep you
advised of any new information we are able to develop.

Sincerely,

Tk N Ll

JOSEPH A. SCHLATTER

Colonel, USA

Chief, Special Office for Prisoners
of War and Missing in Action

000031
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?ass TVO RUMJFS 178A SECRE T ' —
HRDLICKA ALIVE, 8 EPORTING OVER PASTHYEAR HAS OFTEN REFERRED Ol
TO THO U, S, TS UNQUOTE HELD IN CAVE SE OF SAli NEUA (SEE =
& AND PREVIOUS), THPS MAY MEAN THAT CAPI'e CHARLES §, SHELTON VD

N ARPIL 29, 1965, IN ROUGHLY SAME A4REA Is ALSoO ALIVE.

VE CAN ANTICIPATE QUERIES FROMHPRESS RE HRDLICKA AND IF ASKED WISH
ROPOSE FOLLOWING LINE TO ALL AGENCIES CONCEREND: QUOTE PPLOT NAHED
CAPT, DAVID LOUIS HRDLICKA HAS BEEN IMISSING SINC HIS PLANE SHOT DOUN
HAY 18, 1965, WHILE ON RECONNAISSANC MISSION OVER LAOS. HIS NAME HAS
BEEN FURNISHED THE INTERNATIONAL COuMITTEE OF -THE RED CROSS, WHICH HAS
ATTEHPTED TO DETERMINE HIS UHEREABOUTS AND HIS STATUS. THE SLIGHILY
GARBLED VERSION OF CAPTAIN HRDLICKA®S NAME AND OF HIS SERIAL

NUYBER BROADCAST RECENTLY BY RADIO PATHET LAOQ GIVE GROUNDS FOR HOPE
TYZT THE CAPTAIN MAY BE ALIVE AND A CAPTIVE OF THE PATHET LAO. UNQUOTE
VE WILL NOT COMMENT FURTHER OTHER THAN TO SAY LETTER CLEARLY INTENDED
BY PL FOR PROPAGANDA EXPLOITATION, PLEASE GONFIRHHSOONESTo ;

“4 ' RELEASE OF LETTER AND USE OF KRDLICKA®S NAME BY PL_ UNDOUBTEDLY
INTENDLD TO BE PEGGED ON RECENT PUBLICATION OF LAOS HILITARY AIR
CASUALTIES, THIS UNFORTUNATE EXAMPLE OF COMPLICATIONS WE CAN GET

INTO BY ONE SIMPLE SLIP IN PUBLIC HANDLING OF AIR OFERATIONS AND
CASUALTIES IN LAOS$ IN THIS CASE, DESPATCH OF ROUTINE UNCLASSIFIED NEX

PAGE THREE RUMJFS 17BA SECRE T
OF KIN NOTICE USEC DEF DTG 262221Z APRIL). THIS SHOULD REMIND US OF
NEED TO TIGHTEN UP ALL OUR PROCEDURES TO KEEP QUICT VAR REALLY QUIET.

HQP{S. SULLIVAN

ISECRET | Tt
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THAT HE ALIVE AND WELL BUT SOT UNABLE PROVIDE ANY APDI-
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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20340-

N g
U-0218/PH-MIA FEB 1930

T0: Headquarters,
Air Force Military Personnel Center
DPMCB, ATTN: Mr. George Atkinson
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-6001

SUBJECT: Reporting in the Case of Colonel David Hrdlicka, USAF

1. Late last year an analyst in this office received a telephone call from
an American citizen who described himself as a carrier for the U.S. Postal
Service. He said he was in frequent contact with a "Frenchman" in Bangkok
who allegedly has a source (not identified) who claims that American pilot
David Hrdlicka recently escaped, only to be recaptured. He also reported
that Col Hrdlicka had been seen in a PW camp in the tri-border area of
Vietnam/Laos/Cambodia. No further information was offered, but the postal
carrier indicated he would be in further contact with the Frenchman and would
keep us informed. We have not heard from him since.

2. Several weeks later we received a call from another American who said he
knew someone with information on Col Hrdlicka. ODuring the conversation the
analyst determined that the Frenchman, who normally resides in the U.S., was

the source.

3. Also, we have been investigating a story furnished by an American in
Thailand who provided the driver's license data on Col Hrdlicka. He claimed
to have obtained the information from another American who received it from a
Pathet Lao soldier while travelling near Luang Prabang. We were fipally able
to locate and interview the second American while he was visiting in Beijing.
He was cooperative and provided us with other information, but he knew
nothing about Col Hrdlicka and had not met and received information from a
Lao soldier as claimed by the American in Thailand. When we reinterviewed
the American in Thailand and told him that his alleged source knew nothing
about the information attributed to him, he then indicated that maybe he got
it from someone else, then changed his mind, then changed the subject,
alluding to knowledge of a group of PW hunters who are allegedly working on
rescuing an unidentified American in Laos. In short, the source of the data
on Col Hrdlicka is unknown, but it was not obtained in the manner described
by the American in Thailand in Joint Casualty Resolution Center report T789-

354.

4. It is worth noting that those involved in this reporting are U.S.
residents with "business interests" in Thailand. There is a reasonable
possibility that these sources are connected and they may decide to expand on
their story to gain attention or raise funds for a private foray. In this
instance the Frenchman has a track record of involvement with U.S. "PW
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hunters," who have repeatedly failed to find a PW or evidence to support
their claims. Further, experience has shown that when names of missing men
and identification data start making the rounds of the refugee camps and the
so-called "Lao resistance"” groups in Thailand, stories claiming the man is
alive soon follow.

5. We are continuing to follow up on this reporting and will keep you
advised of any new information we are able to develop.

Sincerely,

Tk N Ll

JOSEPH A. SCHLATTER

Colonel, USA

Chief, Special Office for Prisoners
of War and Missing in Action
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BLOOD CHIT

In the Victorian sense, Blood means friendship, and
in military terms, a Chit is a voucher. Hence, the
term blood chit or “Friendship Voucher." Our
aircrew members carried a blood chit on their
person while flying missions during the Southeast
Asian conflict. The request for assistance, in the
event they were shot down, is written in English
and various languages common to the area. The
blood chit 1is credited with saving many lives.

|ExmBH16|
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ENGLISH

I am a citizen of the United Stotes of America. 1 do no! speak your
language. Misfortune forces me to seek your assistance in oblaining food,
shelter and profection. Pleose toke me to someone who will provide for my
safety ond see that | am returned to my people. My government will
reward you.
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VIETNAMESE

T6i g mét nguox My. Té khong néi dide henq Vit Gop hdoc khong
may 13i phai nhd quy dog gxup dd) kiém thuc én, ché o'va nhd'quy dng
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che chd cho 13i va dub 18 v& nuide. Chinh fu'chuhg 15i sé dén 6o cho quy 6ng.

MALAYAN
Sajo udalah orang Amerika Bersjorikal. Soju lidok dapct berchakap bahaso
Enchik. Kemalongan memakso soja minta buntuan Enchik, untsk mendapot
makan, tempat tinggol, dan hndungun Sudi Enchik membawo scja poda
sdorang jong dopot dj saje dan fikan sajo
kenegeri sajo. Pemerintoh sajo akan memberi hadiah padﬂ Enchik.

INDONESIAN ¢
Soja odalch worga-negara Amerika Serikat. Saja tidok dapat mem-
pergunakon bohoso soudoro.  Kemalangan jang menimpa diri sajo teloh
k pertol saudara, untuk memperoleh makanan,
tempot hnggcl serta lindungon. Sudi kuamu soudara membowo soyopcdo
seorang jang akon dapat di sajo, dan
supajo sojo dikembolikan kenegara sajo. Pemerintoh sajo akan memberi
hodiah pade soudara,
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CHINESE (MODERN)

RAEALIBAR A ASxeBEiE-

W3 shi Msigus Rénmin. W& by hui shio Zhdnggudhud -

FAEZFHGELHANIRT (i

W3 bl xin yoo qing ni béngzhii wd zhbodbo liangshi, zhisd

Fokkip - ihir A B B AR BT Do

hé  bauvho. Qing ni tong wd déo nénggdu gél wd anqlon  hé

Wit Reb X EHANE L@

siangfo rang wé huiqu  Méigué de rén  nali. Maigudde

ELKF — R % % &5 4% ik Byamaee .

zhénght yiding duddus g&i qion xiéxié  nimen.

TAGALOG

Aco'y Americono. Hindi oco maronong mog solita nong togalog.
Naopipiliton oco nong socona 5o pog lungv so iyo nang tuloag sa pog cuba
nang pogeain, it of pagtong Pakib mo aco nang tao na

long sa okin of long sa okin na maibolik aco sa omin.

Ang oking pomabclo~on mag bibigoy nong ganting palo so iye.

VISAYAN

Aco Americano. Dili aco me-antigo mo binisoya. Dautang kapalaran
nogpugos conace pag hongyo ngo tabangan unto aco sa pag cvha ug
pogca-on, boloy nga ca pahowayan ug panalipod.  Palihog dad-a oco con
¢a bisan kinsa nga maca panclipd conaco ug moca tabang pag uli canaco
so acong mga kaubanan. Ang ocong gobierno mo ganti cenimo.

FRENCH

Je suis un citoyen des Etats Unis d'Amérique. Je ne parle pas volre langue.
Malheureusement je suis obligé de vous demender de m’aider ¢ frouver de
lo nourriture, un cbri el de la protection. Ayez I'obligeance de me mener
chez quelqu'un qui veillera & ma sécurité, ef qui s'occupera de mon refour
dans mon poys. Mon gouvernement vous récompeasera

DUTCH
Ik ben een burger van de Verenigde Staten von Ameriko. Ik kan Uw fool
niet spreken. Misgeval heefl mij gedwongen Uw hulp te vragen om

voedsel, tehuis en bescherming. Wilt U zo groog mij noar iemand brengen,
die voor mijn veiligheid zal zorgen, en mij lerug te brengen naor mijn
eigen lond. Mijn Gouvernement 20l U belonen.

st
ISOUTHEAS? ASIA - WRST CENTRAL PACIICH
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3RING our "LIVE"
POW's Home from
Southeast Asia!

July 27, 1992
Gentlemen:

Thie is a request under the Freedom of Information and
Frivacy Act. I am requesting all documents that have recently
been declmssified concerning MIA/FO%W's in Laos. I em
specifically looking for all the documents pertaining to .

reccue attempte made to gain the freedom of Col, David L. Ras g

Hrdlicka USAF and Col. Charles Shelton USAF, I believe the first rescue attempt
may be code named "Duck Soup". I believe there were several attempts and request
documents on all such missions.

As you know, the amended Act permits you to reduce or waive fees., I need these
materials to proteet the constitutional rights of my husband and the Departaent
of Defense has already decided that it is appropriate to waive all charges

for materials and information furnished at the request of members of the families
of POW's and MIA's. Therefore, I request that you waive feees and charges with
respect to this FOIFA request. In the event that you decide not to waive such
fees end char .es, please let me mow, as quickly as you can, how much you want
me to pay for the requested items,

If you determine that some portions of the requested items are exempt from
dieclosure under the amended Act, please furnish me with the remainder and
identify the exemtions which you maintain justify the non-disclosures, I, of
course, reserve the right to appeal any euch decisions,

If you have any questions regarding this request, plesse contact me, I will
expect to receive a reply within ten (10) daye.

Thank you for your attention,

Carol Hrdlicka

]t. l’ Box 24

Conway Springs, Ks. 67031
316-45c-2439
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£ JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC
) IMFO RUENAAA/CNO WASHINCTON OC
\ RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON OC s
RUEACHC/CMC WASHINGTON DC
RUEDADA/AFTS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC
RUET IAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEND
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC
RUCQVAB/USCINCSOC INTEL OPS CEN MACDILL AFB FL
RUEALGX/SAFE : S

p BUSC 552 () (2) '
CORUSAOPSGP FT GEORGE G MEADE MD //IAGPC-L//

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHDC //DAM-18/PN-M1A//

INFO ZEN/CDRUSAOPSGP FT GEORGE G. MEADE MD //IAGPC-CH//
RUDHAAA/CORINSCOM FT BELVOIR VA //IAOPS-H-C//
RUEADWD/DA WASHDC //DAMI-POH/DAMI-FI1//

RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANCKOK TH

RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI

RHWRMPC/HQ AFWPC RANDOLPH AFS TX //DPMCB//

BT

CONTROLS

PASS: DIA/PH-MIA FOR J. TRAVIS
QQQ
SECTION 0t OF 02

Sk T1x NN  5USC s52 (b) (2)

JetsuEnienns THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGCE @tsstwasiese/
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COUNTRY: LACS (LA): VIETHAM (VH).
- 22 $]® 90 SUSC 552 (v) (2)
SUBJ: IIR HEARSAY ,RE U.S. MIA ALLEGEDLY

ALIVE IN LAGS

EXHIBIT 20

pol: ! 891212,

s R  SUSC Ss2e) (2
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PACE:0003

SOURCE ¢ £
" 8US0 392 (b1 (T}’

L] .

BACKGROUND.

A. EXCERPT NAMING POSSIBLE MIA. THE FOLLOWING VAS TAKEN

FROM A LETTER FROM SUBJECT 1 TO SUBJECT 2 DATED 27 JUN 1989, '
BANGKOK. "I AM TALKING 10 COL CHAENG (BRIG GEN) PL MNDER of &

THE 1\1‘!-( REﬁ!HENT AT IHAH KEUT.

. 000043
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.

e E () PAGE:0004

- SPECTAL COLLECTOR'S COMMENTS
b | SEARCH OF MIA- RECORDS. DIA PERSONNEL KISSING IN ACTION
COLLECTION SUPPORT DATA BASE LISTS AS MISSING IN ACTION -

NAME SERNO SERVICE DOB DATE/PLACE OF LosS
HROLICKA, DAVID LOUIS 72S41FR  USAF dATA 650518 LA
2. +  RELEASE OF INFORMATION TO NEXT OF KIN, DUE 10 THE
POSSIBLE CORRELATION OF THE WAME PROVIDED IN THIS REPORT WITH THE
EVENT RECORDED IN DIA MISSING IN ACTION RECORDS, THIS REPORT IS
FORWARDED TO DEPARTMENT OFf THE AIR FORCE PERSONNEL FOR POSSIBLE
RELEASE OF PERTINENT INFORMATION ELEMENTS IN PARAGRAPH 3, A 10
NEXT OF KIN AS DEEMED APPROPRIATE. ¥

COMMENTS : THIS IS THE SECOND OF TWO REPORTS FROM SOURCE. THE
FIRST WAS IIR HEARSAY, RE U.S. MIA/CAT CREW
ALLEGEDLY ALIVE IN LAOS. SOURCE PROVIDED THE INFORMATION IN THIS
REPORT WILLINGLY AND WITHOUT EVASION. ' ANY EVALUATIONS IN RESPONSE
TO THIS IIR SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO: CDRUSAQPSGP FT GEQRGE G. MEADE
MD//TAGPC-L/IAGPC-CM//. AR

BUSC 582 () (2)

//1PSP: - PG 2830//.

//COMSOBJ ¢ 521//.

ADMIN

PROJ: _

COLL: VK.

INSTR: US: NO.

ENCL: FOUR ENCL TO FOLLOW -

1. HANDWRITTEN LETTER . 1CY, 890627, 3pG ¢ ENGLISH.
2. LETTER ., 1CY, 891128, 1P » ENGLISH.

3. FAX . 1 CY, 891202, 1P, . ENGLISH.

g, *FAX . 1CY, 891202, 1P, s ENGLISH.

PREP: 2-10321.

ACQ: FT GEORGE G. MEADE, MD (900H426).

DISSEM: .. FIELD: WNONE; SENT TO: DIA//RTS-2B/PN-MiA//
#0347

NN

o 000044



 Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL Document 261-3 Filed 10/22/16 Page 17 of 31

DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20340-

0218/PH-HIA 27 FEB 1990

10: Headquarters,
Air Force Military Personnel Center
DPMCB, ATTN: Mr. George Atkinson
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-6001

SUBJECT: Reporting in the Case of Colonel David Hrdlicka, USAF

1. Late last year an analyst fn this office received a telephone call from
an American citizen who described himself as a carrier for the U.S. Postal
Service. He said he was in frequent contact with a *Frenciwman® in Bangkok
who allegedly has'a source {not identified) who claims that American pilot
David Hrdlicka recently escaped, only to be recaptured. He also reported
that Col Hrdlicka had been seen fn a PW camp fn the tri-border area af
Vietnam/Laos/Cambodia, No further information was offered, but the postal
carrier indicated he would be in further contact with the Freachman and would
keep us informed. We have not heard from him since.

2. Several weeks later we received a call from another American who said he
knew someone with information on Col Hrdlicka. ODuring the coaversation the
analyst determined that the Frenchman, who normally resides in the U.S., was

the source.

3. Also, we have been investigating a story furnished by an American in
Thailand who provided the driverts license data on Col Hrdlicka. He claimed
to have obtained the information from another American who received ft from a
Pathet Lao soldier while travelling near Luang Prabang. We were finally able
to locate and interview the second American while he was visiting in Beijing.
He was cooperative and provided us with other information, but he knew
nothing about Col Hrdlicka and had not met and received information from a
Lao soldier as claimed by the American in Thailand. When we reinterviewed
the American in Thailand and told him that his alleged source knew nothing
about the information attributed to him, he then indicated that maybe he got
it frcem someone else, then changed his mind, then changed the subject,
alluding to knowleaoe of a groug of PH hunters who are allegedly working on
rescuing an unidentified American in Laos. In short, the source of the data
on Col Hrdlicka is unknown, but §t was not obtained in the manner described
by the American in Tnai%and in Joint Casualty Resolution Center report T83-

354.

4. 1t is worth noting that those involved in this reporting are U.S.
residents with "business interests" in Thailand. There is a reasonable
possibility that these sources are connected and they may decide to expand on
their story to gain attention or raise funds for a private foray. In this
instance tne Frenchman has a track record of involvement vith U.S. “PW

000045
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UN:i.cD STATES GOVERNMENT
i - memorandum

¢
Mruor: PW

OATE

. 1099/PW

sussect: Response to FOIA Request, Case 0670-92

vo, DSP-1 (FOIA)
Ref: DSP-1 memo  2,450), 10 Aug 92 (enclosure 1).

1. Reference requested that DIA (PW) conduct a file search in
responsa to a request from Mrs. Carol Hrdlicka, wife of Colonel
David lidlicka, USAF, missing in Laos. Mrs. Hrdlicka is
requestihg "all documents that have recently been declassified
concerning MIA/POW's in Laos." Specifically, she is requesting
"all the documents pertaining to rescue attempts made to gain the
freedom of Col David L. Hrdlicka USAF and Col Charles Shelton

USAF." Mrs. Hrdlicka believes the first rescue attempt was code
named “Duck Soup."

2. Regarding her broad general request, please inform Mrs.
Hrdlicka that all declassified documents pertaining to m1551ng in
action from the war in Southeast Asia have been placed in the
public domain and will be available through the Library of
Congress. In answer to her specific request, please inform Mrs.
Hrdlicka that we have no records that the U.S. Government has
ever mounted a rescue attempt for either Colonel Hrdlicka or
Colonel Shelton. Based upon numerous inquiries due to articles
in the public media, DIA undertook a records search, with the
help of other government offices, to determine whether any
operation by the name of "Duck Soup" ever actually occurred. The
results of our inquiries revealed that, in 1949, a limited U.S.
Government operation code named "Duck Soup" did occur. The
nature of the operation remains classified. However, the
operation was completely unconnected with the POW/MIA issue and
was completely unconnected with the area of Southeast Asia.

3. A DD Form 2086 is provided as enclosure 2.

4. POC for this action is John Horn, (703) 908-2761.

B

2 Enclosures CHARLES F. TROWBRIDGE, JR.
1, DSP-1 memo = 2,450), Deputy Chief
; 10 Aug 92 Special Office for Prisoners

2. DD Form 2086 of War and Missing in Action

-

8:3?2;43€N9Ch465

GSA FPMR (41CFR) 101-11.6
$010-114
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¢ m:o TEAM WENBER REPORTED THAT PILOT'"CAPT (RED MAY 10N -

'y 'SECOND MORNING AFTER BAILING OUT. (LOUD COVER. HAD. xmtmazn

: WITH M3 ATTEMPTS ESTABLISH VISUAL CONTACT "VITH SAR ANDI.

it 'SIGNAL FLARES COMPROMISED IS POSITION,..NE.WAS.TAKEN QN FOOT

'FIRST TO XIENS SU (VM 1953) AND LATER.TO:NONG- KOU'.(VH%1958),. -
Accoaome TO MEO, PILOT WAS TO BE mznvum év imw.v-n.mzn

LEADERS IN NEAR FUTURE.
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T
SENT ;
HEA g

3224

UEPWW G i

€ RUEHCR 1109/,8333cE8egE  © >~ W 2 05 28

iD2 84

0 RUEPWY : .

'E RUEHCR 1189 22/95202 ;

) 92064042 2EA : DECLASSIFIED

‘M SENSTATE WASHNC £.Q, 12%6 See, 34

MFO WHITE HOUSE ATTN MR BUNDY g . JJ{QL

) P2B3I3%Z ZEA ZFF-8 N ok

BY.-U'M“)- NAKA 1’3!( !

M AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE

‘0 RUHKA/CINCPAC IMMEDIATE 1528 :
.NFO RUEHCR/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1$%8

'UEHJS/7JCS WASHDC IMMEDIATE b
WUMSMA/COMUSMACY IMMEDIATE

I{UHL KM/ CINCPACAF IMMEDIATE

'UNPB/ CINCPACFLT INMEDIATE
IUMSAL A/SECOND AIR DIV IMMEDIATE v
UMALS/13TH AIR FORCE IMMEDIATE ¥ : '
;gﬂz GRNC

10 P 5 F6RE-T JUNE 2 A7 AINTINN
R Umi.Lj &9?4. aﬁiﬁi

tE CINCPAC 3107007

SOUVANNA HAS AUTHORIZED US EFFORT INTERCEPT AND DESTROY

JRV TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT FLYING MISSIONS IN SAM NEUA REPEAT
SAM NEUA AREA., MOST OF THESE MISSIONS HAVE BEEN OBSERVED IN VICINITY

HUA MUONG AND CAN BE SEEN BY FRIZNDLY GROUND OBSERVERS (INCLUDING
AMERICAN) FROM SITE 36 C(UH 4113) AND SITE 27 (UN 5312),

IT MUST BE EMPHASIZED THAT RULES OF ENGAGEMENT APPLY AND, THEREFORE
 THAT AIRCRAFT MUST BE INVOLVED IN SUPPLY MISSION WHEN TAKLN UNDER AfTACK.

000048



Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL Document 261-3 Filed 10/22/16 Page 21 of 31

INCOMING TELEGRAM LJepartment of State N
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=

lafo

. RUHKA/ CINCPAC 1368 .
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P-R_18.41252 8B e
P (MENBASST VIENTIANE . o
TO RUNSALA/2D AIRDIV-PAJORITY CITE .- 181183Z.. . - .. 2. :
INFO RUMSALH/DEP CiDR. 1AD--THAL U’mﬂ T"‘At . ‘%5 N 8 . |

RUHSALB/ KR AT -AB. THAL v LR
RUEHCR/ SECSTATE-VASHDC(2MAT 1 - - - v

RUEHJS/DOD- VASHBEG . .
RUMBAJ/DEPCHJUSHAG THA

. .
\
L%

{2462 - -

¢ ; -‘_ >
La : 5 "
v\

-RUMBC/ZZET -GIOR. 1AD - THAL. BANGKOX &

“RUNLRI/ PACAF .

 RUMSANAZ CEHUSHAGY. - . Hihe . |
RUNALD/1SAF - CC: CLARK- AB PHIL Fat
SIATE NG . DECUSSIFED
S PERETNEET JUNE 10, o i U

¢ e MJ e
JOINT -EMBASSY/AIRA. MESSAGE By —fidde , NARA, Dazelzza=2
BUCK SOUP, | : s

. 1o VE HAVE CCAE TO CCNGLUSION. THAT . OuR. AXRLIFT, OPERATIONS IN
' NORTHEAST LAOS CANNOT, CE CONFINED ONLY T0.MORN

ING. HOURS .IP
ADEQUATE - SUPPLY.TO 4NEx 1S T0 CE MAINTAINED, . 1F. 'U'CX--SOUP 18 1
DE' RESUHED, IT VOULD THEREFORE. HAVE 10 BE ON DASIS.THAT- FRIEND
AIRCRAFT : VOULD HAVE UNRESTRICTED. ACCESS.TO- NORTHEAST-LAOS FROM
(M-T0 FIVE Pl DAILY . CLOC/L TIME)e IN.OTHER .VORDSIJUGK soyp
OPERAT IONS COULD NOT ST CCRUUCTED DURING THIS PERIOD,

2, VE ADE STILL .CONCERUED UITH PROCLEN OF POSITIVE -IDENTIFICAl
OF HOSTILE ALRCRAFT. 17 19 P08SIBLE, FGR BXAMPLE,. 10 BISTINGU!
DRV AINGAFT  ON PASSENGIR RUN FPROYM “AIRCRAFT. ON DROR:M fSSTON ?

S, IN -EVENT SATISFACTCRY PROCEDURES CAN EE. YORXED-OUT .FOR .
RESUIPT-ION DUCK SOUP. UNDER. CONDIT TONS..SET.. FORTH - IN :PARA ONE AL
UE VOULD .NXED'TO D2 NOTIFIED: A-MININWM OF 48 HOURS: TN ADvwANAE
CRDER ALERT. FRIZINOLY AIRCRAFY, ' IT WILL THEREFORE NOT BL-FLAS!
TO RESUNE- DUCK SOUP AS EARLY AS UUNE 21, ' ik

4, YOUR ‘HESSAGE- 12114752 (NOTALY INOICATED .OPERATIONAL USEFULNE
OF DUGK. SQUR-UNDER-STUDY. VOUR. Ha,. WILL APPRECIATE-RECEIVING:
.%%rs THIS STUDY AS WELL. AS. COXMENTS ON'.PARAS ZONT':AND- TVO

GP-3y SULLIYAN -
5 n [

lsh €A L e i BB e B
m REPRODUCTION FRQM THIS COPY
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NS THERNE Desartment of State 002

v

Action

%%

Info

"’
v

omy

PRSI TR 47:J."‘.‘.G75
e .-ur'sc’ ST :
DE RUHJTS 150A 2: 113827 -

Z o 2;52318 274 7rin <A -
I'Al stéllc\s-v “{,'J‘ Ve ~ ﬂ r s & g Sae]
TO RUENC/ SELS] TS e pLASH 2 :

INFO RUMJSIA/ &t 25537 sd,;sow MEDT 'Li"s 181§ ' '- 8509
RUNT EX/ :HE1 BASSY 3 nGxnic UMEDIATE 1587 WS AN 20 P it a3

RUHLHQ/CI CPAC 714&1&3 a (3]
RU’KDA/JCS IMEDT, ..:.I e
hohuc, AUﬁ" C.-.D a‘: -HH.D -| A
mma.\l.axzno AIR DIV TSN ¢ S ;
S"}\T.. GaN 9 1, "Nk l-Oo m“ See. ,‘
BT -2 78

—_— 11! ° mj
s,-,-:—_-c.-:==. JUNE 2.. _ ”“‘8 NARA D.,; =4-55
L.Timbirs g

OUR MIGATY MEQ REPCAET TROM CNE OF THEIR OUTPOSTS IN SAM NEUA
THAT IA"“’-'(AVE SULC:::ED il RECAPTURING ONE OF U.S. PILOTS CaP
OURING P2ST FEY ©ZZuS Y PATHET LAO AND HAVE UALXED WIM OUT

TO FRIZNOLY TEARRITORY. UE ARE SENBING A CHOPPER TO THEIR COMH al
°OST lo PICI\ ﬂIl’l L'P‘ : . A

IT IS NoT REPENT NOT VaT C..EAR YHETHER THIS IS WRDLCXA OR SHEL'
3T UE ASSUME 1T IS CHT OR THE OTNER. VE VILL FLY MIM DIRECT 7¢
L,DCRN AND PRESUMZ CTHEZR YORD VWILL CME THROUGK AIR FORd CHANNE

PAGE TUD NUWJFS 1523 5oan3s~

I OUL3 LIXT T8 STIISE GUERYMELAING _LIPORTANCE THAT THIS RESCU:
N0T REFZAT MOT BI GIVIN PUSLICITY. I MAVE ALREADY PASSED THIS
YORD TO USCRN | 28D TRUST IT CAN BE PUNCTUATED BY INSTRUCTIONS Tt
fLL EGUELONS, PiRT 1oUL:niLY PENTAGON FAESS SERVICES. 'SAME INJINC

SHOULD 2 PRASED 70 %ic 6F KIN.

&
THIS ¢TFICER IS ONLY OHE GF THREE FOR UNICH VE CURRENTLY HAVE

©EQ RESSYUT OPERATIIHS Ii BROGRESS, THOSE OPEZRATIONS, AS WELL AS
LIVES ¢ U S. QFFTICERE AND OUR MEO AND LAO FRIENDS, .0.0ULB BE .
COUPRCHISID AND JEZCPARDIZED BY PUBLIC HULLABALOO ABOUT THIS REE

UHEN YE HAVE NCRE FiCTS IN HaND, VE VILL BE IN TOUCH RE BEST
MET HOD HANDLING THIS VATTER WITH ICRC AlD OTHER ENTITIES VHICH
NEED TO ANQY ABOUT PILOT 'S RECOVERY. PLEASE ADVISE ACTIUN

TAKEN,

NOTE: ADVANCE CoFY TO §S/0, 6/20/55 11:08 p.m.

EAcob): HHTEE‘%E%SG/%W? 'prE: o Pu:a::oucnoNG@@@ﬁ@m*
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'REDEPTEL 1121, :

REGRET WASHINGTON UNWILLING RISK USE AIR AMERICA PILOTS IN T -2
FOR DUCK SOUP OPERATIONS. ALTERNATE PROPOSAL FOR USE LAO OR TH
PILOTS INFEASIBLE. NONE REPEAT NONE HAS ADEQUATE TECHNICAL

PROFIGIENGY TO LAND AND TAKE OFF FROM $1TH 98 IN T-28 TYPE AlR
MOREOVER, BECAUSE OF COMMUNICGAT JONS/LANGUAGE AND OTHER PROBLEM
INTERCEPT ATTEMPTS 8Y THAI/LAO PILOTS WOULD POSE UNACCEPTABLE
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: iﬂon 3 T e :/
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g 03073
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R STATE GRNC .« -
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i sy o it ..-“.r"‘. _" I . 5 .;""“:k‘ :,."‘ 2 A “‘_. g :
i «r2 o+ €1) AIR° ATTACNE HAS DISCUSSED DUOX SOUP.WITH COLONELAMURPHY ...
l o Y AT UDORN AND THEY BELIEVE THEY MAY HAVE ALTERNATE;,EBOQQQAE.,VHICH
$ Lok COULD. ACCOMPLISH DESIRED OBJECTIVE, . . . .i. FeF@iNag e -
I By COEEn & [ . . e . 'l",-'.-d.n. n.!l\ .
!

¢2) THIS PROPOSAL WOULD UTILIZE FAC AIRCRAFT BASEDIOUT™OF' ..o
UDCRN IN MANNER WHICH WE ORIGINALLY ENVISAGED FOR T-2&8%. 1.E:

o o ¥ % . y ...'.r ", “ U:‘.(,u‘ S i
: ¢A) F40'S WOULD GO ON GROUND.ALERT DAILY AT 1780 NOUHEZix-...
LOCAL, THIS WOULD PERMIT US TO COMPLETE OUR DAILY Azgisp%u.z:.,.,
e MISSIONS IN NORTHEAST LAOS BEFCRE WE 'HAVE .TO CLEAR THE®' s 40 ¥
CRRIDOR, deitewal P
I ' (8) IN ABSENCE SCRAMSLE CALL FRCM FAC UNIT AT SITE 36, F4C 18

WOULD LAUNCH ABOUT DUSK FOR AIR ALERT STATION IN GENERAL.
VICINITY SITE 36. il 2

(C) 1F ENEWY AIRCRAFT SHOW UP IN VICINITY, FAG COULD:THEN -
CALL IN F4C'S FOR INTERCEFT ON ASSWMPTION THAT ENOUGH LIGHT:
——  VILL REMAIN T0 PERMIT POSITIVE IDENT IFICATION VISUALLY.'BERORE .

MAXING FIRING PASS, . : e :
¢3) IT 1S OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT SEVERAL .F4Q AIRCRAFT HAVE.

' BSEN MODIFIED TO PERMIT THEW ACCCHPL ISH SUCK A MISSION. -
‘ WE "ALSO }\SSUME THAT Avl=H AiRORAFT MIGHT BE. SUITABLE..?O.R.T'HIS
ROLEO ' . 0 .:. b .'.:".‘:‘, "‘\':‘:" “Qy’?%}::'r :"': \-.
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Chapter VI

See-Saw on the Plain (U) .

“XS)_During the summer of 1965, as Vang Pao edged toward Hua Muong (Lima Site S8),
-~ Ambassador Sullivan and military authorities spent much time and effort seeking a way to halt
U}\ communist aerial resupply ﬂxghts mto nonheastem Laos The embassy first got wind of these
"*_?_.; flights in April, when; r RSNy oty rts suggested a pair of Soviet-built
> I1-14 aircraft might be makmg occasxonal mght runs fmm North Vietnam, one dropping flares
and the other dispensing cargo. Since the intelligence was sketchy, it was possible the flares

were ground fired and the flights covert 34—Alpha (34—A) missions.! Even if they were enemy
planes, the chances of catching one in the act seemed pretty slim; Pathet Lao territory was “nasty
country” at night, demanding the best nav1gatlonal equipment and pilot skills. There was also an
outside chance the transports were engaged in innocent passage or had Souphanouvong or other

Pathet Lao officials on board. If so, Sullivan believed Souvanna would rule out any attempt to

down the aircraft. In fact, the very thought of American fighters blazing away at a transport
loaded with Pathet Lao very important persons already had Sullivan “spinning his prayer wheel.”
Nonetheless, as part of the April 17 relaxation of Washington control over air operations,
President Johnson approved the use of U.S. aircraft to mtercept these flights. His decision was
somewhat unusual, catching Sullivan and Souvanna by surprise, for neither had requested it. All

in all, however, Sullivan welcomed the President’s action.

“~S), Yankee Team photos later confirmed two North Vietnamese II-14s parked at the
Samneua airfield. The country team’s consensus was that it was best to attack these planes on
the ground, but Souvanna had banned air strikes on the town or airfield and leaned toward the
RLAF T-28s flying the mission. He also had prohibited hitting the II-14s at remote landing sites
or in the air since they could be carrying passengers. The only avenue open was to catch the
North Vietnamese flagrantly dropping supplies by parachute. For this reason, Souvanna soon
reversed his preference for the T-28s (he concluded they might bungle the jOb) and wondered
instead if the Air Force could undertake such “a refined type of intercept.”

~XS).PACAF thought the mission could be conducted by Souvanna’s ground rules but not
until precise information on the flights was at hand. Thus, during most of May, the GCI radar
sites at Nakhon Phanom and Udom monitored the Il-14s. They found that the North Vietnamese
had now switched to day operations and occasionally flew as far south as the Plain of Jars. By
May 23, two fixed routes (with offloading in two northeast areas) were pinpointed. Deeming the
waming time for scrambling interceptors sufficient, the 2d Air Division suggested that Bango
F—4Cs begin a ground alert at Udom for this mission on June 1. The air support operations center
would launch the F4Cs in flights of from four to ten, depending on the number of target aircraft
airbome and the routes followed. (Enemy flights varied from one to six transports.) Positive
identification was to be made prior to any attack, and all intercepts made within Laotian air

+

1. (S) 34-A operations were covert operations carried out north of the Demilitarized Zone.

2. (S) Msgs, SECSTATE/SECDEF to AmEmb Vientiane, 914, Apr 17, 1965, AmEmb Vientiane to SECSTATE,
1689, Apr 19, 1965; memo, Rear Adm Francis J. Blouin, USN, Dir/FE Region, ASD/ISA, to Alvin Friedman, ASD/ISA,
subj: Duck Soup, Sep 7, 1965. b

3. (S) Msgs, AmEmb Vientiane to SECSTATE, 1725, Apr 23, 1965, 1802, May 4, 1965.
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operating conditions in northem Laos. They would be given enemy aircraft identification training
before deployment. Their planes, armed only with .50-caliber machineguns, would stand daily
alert until five in the evening, when they would take off from Long Tieng and be in the vicinity
of the most recent sightings within twenty minutes. They would then loiter to dusk before flying
back to Udom. If a North Vietnamese transport was seen, the T-28s would give chase but
withhold fire until the FAG team at Lima Site 36 approved. Since Souvanna had agreed to Duck -
Soup, Sullivan envisioned no problem in getting him to accept this modified plan but did not
foresee the State Department’s opposition.
S)Leonard Unger, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs, put Sullivan
on notice that State was not willing to run the risk of Americans flying T-28s in Laos, except
during an emergency, se and rescue mission in planes marked with U.S. insignia. He thought
the use of Laotian/ Q%zﬁydots for Duck Soup should be explored. With all the pilots trained
by Water Pump, surely Sullivan could find two such individuals. Like Air America personnel,
they should undergo intensive aircraft identification training before being sent to Long Tieng. To
make sure the Laotian” &&EE pilots fully understood the instructions passed to them, Unger =
suggested stationing réliable Interpreters in the Vientiane air operations center and with the s
forward air guide at Lima Site 36. Lastly, the former ambassador said there was no evidence of £
Soviet involvement in the airlift; but if their participation became evident, all intercepts were A A

forbidden.!! =
TS).The Joint Chiefs reminded Admiral Sharp that had been laid on by the%
“highest authority,” and that he and Ambassador Sullivan should come up with a solution,

preferably one not using U.S. personnel. Sharp, however, sided with Sullivan; it was better for
American pilots to tackle such a sensitive undertaking than the Laotians €£%® /If an American
pilot was shot down, the admiral felt the chances of his falling into the wrong hands could be
reduced by enlarging the search and rescue force during all(guck Souploperations.!?

~8)_Meanwhile, Colonel Tyrrell and General Murphy ack-to-the-dramng-board
session at Udom, trying to hammer out a plan acceptable to Washington. The air attaché and
deputy commander decided to substitute Bango F—4Cs for the T-28s. The Udom jets would pull
ground alert beginning at five each evening, allowing 4@ America time to complete resupply
missions in northeast Laos before having to clear the area. If the Lima Site 36 forward air
controller did not call for a scramble, the F—4s would take off at dusk for an airbome alert in
the general vicinity of Na Khang. If a North Vietnamese transport showed up and sufficient
light remained for a positive identification before making a firing pass, the FAC would call in \
the F4s. (’I‘yrrell and Murphy also held that the A-1Es were just as reliable for this type
mission as jets.)!

XS} After consulting with Ambassador Sullivan on July 18, Admiral Sharp again stated that
the best solution was to station two T-28s with®®/America pilots at Long Tieng and to follow
the format sketched out by the ambassador, including the additional SAR forces. Tyrrell’s and
Murphy’s F4 proposal was acceptable, since it also included American personnel. Sharp thought
it was time for the Joint Chiefs to convince the State Department to modify its objections to €2
America pilots flying intercept missions. The chiefs dropped the impasse into McNamara's lap
in the hope he could talk Secretary of State Rusk into reconsidering.!*

~S).Over the next month, Washington reviewed the intercept problem. On August 24,
Undersecretary of State George W. Ball expressed strong reservations about these missions,

10. (S) Msg, AmEmb Vientiane to SECSTATE. 2079, Jun 25, 1965.

11. (S) Msg, SECSTATE to AmEmb Vientiane, 1121, Jun 30, 1965.

12. (S) Msgs, JCS o CINCPAC, 5168, 031650Z Jul 65, CINCPAC to AmEmb Vientiane, 032317Z Jul 65.
13. (S) Msg, AmEmb Vientiane to CINCPAC, SECSTATE, 18, Jul 6, 1965.

14. (S) Msg, CINCPAC to JCS, 180035Z Jul 65; memo, Blouin to Friedman, Sep 7, 1965.
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particularly when the last sighting (from a non-American source, at that) had been on June 21.
Furthermore, the Pentagon was troubled over the number of aircraft that would be tied down on
alert. The State Department’s stance compelled Sullivan to closely reexamine Duck Soup.
Although enemy transports were spotted on July 15 (several at night), July 25 (two in the late
afternoon), and on August 10 (several at night), he now deemed the flights too few to justify a
full-time alert. The downtum in sightings was partially attributed to poor weather, but GCI radars
showed that the North Vietnamese had gone back to flying chiefly at night. Since there were no
all-weather interceptors in the theater he could call on, the ambassador sought discretionary
authority to trigger Duck Soup when sightings and conditions warranted. He did not say if he
would use the T-28s or F4s but agrccd to keep Washington informed. On September 2, Admiral
Sharp endorsed Sullivan’s position.'S

(S). Three weeks passed with no action on Sullivan’s request. Finally, at the urging of the
JCS, McNamara approached Rusk on September 24. He was told that Sullivan would not receive
this authority because the drops had fallen off and were almost entirely at night. State further
pointed out that, over the past five months, neither Souvanna nor any other RLG official had
raised the resupply subject with the ambassador. The matter might logically be cxpected to come
up if the airlift was hurtmg the Royal Laouan Govcmment] :

understand it had not closed the door to using Amenca pilots in T—28 intercepts. If enemy
aerial resupply resumed in force, the decision would be reexamined.®

~(S) Sullivan realized that State was set against Duck Soup. In early October, when Maj. Gen.
Ouane Rathikone, RLA Chief of Staff, reported that [I-14s were making occasional daylight
drops in Luang Prabang Province from the general area of Dien Bien Phu, Sullivan did not ask
for reactivation of the intercepts. Instead, he promised Ouane he would see if U.S. strikes could
be cycled against Dien Bien Phu in the hope of catching some of the transports on the ground.
However, when the ambassador sent the information to COMUSMACYV, it was in an almost
offhand manner—if Westmoreland had a few spare aircraft he did not havc targets for, he might
find it profitable to schedule them against the Dien Bien Phu airfield.!”

"XS). Duck Soup was not considered again, and an incident in South Vietnam in mid-
September may have had a bearing on this, even though the incident was not mentioned in any
State Department cables to Sullivan. Two F-100s made a pass so close to an ICC C—46 that the
startled commission pilot nearly lost control of his plane. The ICC sent a strong protest to
Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge, and the 2d Air Division investigated the matter. Although the
pilots were cleared, State could not understand how Air Force fighters could intercept an aircraft
that had “ICC” stenciled in large letters on the wing and fuselage. If this could happen in the
clear weather and broad daylight of South Vietnam, the chances for mistakes were much higher
in Laos where the weather was poor and there were innumerable nonmilitary flights, including
two a week between Hanoi and Vientiane. Since the intercepts were limited to the late afternoon
and twilight, the odds against positive identification and for an inadvertent shootdown were far
higher. The near miss in South Vietnam may well have ended any State Department endorsement
of Duck Soup.

15. (S) Msgs, SECSTATE to AmEmb Vientiane, 130, Aug 24, 1965, AmEmb Vientiane to SECSTATE, 220, Aug
28, 1965, CINCPAC 1o JCS,020537Z Sep 65.

16. (S) Memo, SECDEF to CJICS, subj: Enemy Resupply Activity Northen Laos Duck Soup, Sep 24, 1965; msg,
SECSTATE/SECDEF to AmEmb Vientiane, 192, Sep 28, 1965.

17. (S) Msg, AmEmb Vientiane to COMUSMACY, SECSTATE, 330, Oct 4, 1965.
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“S).If Admiral Sharp thought that back in February he had satisfied Ambassador Sullivan’s
need for H-34s, he was too optimistic. In early June, Sullivan told the' DEPCHJUSMAGTHALI,
Col. Jack G. Comett, USA, that the esv America helicopter fleet needed to be increased to
twenty-six H-34s due to SAR commitments. Nevertheless, the worldwide shortage of these
machines persisted, and those that could be found were costly to maintain. Even if & America
got the helicopters, it had to find qualified flying personnel or train the pilots from scratch.
Moreover, the required expansion of the airline’s Udom facilities would not be cheap. Comett
concluded that if the H-34 remained the backbone of the «msAmerica fleet, the U.S. effort in
Laos was in trouble.!®

TS).Two USAF CH-3Cs arrived in Thailand on July 5, and Comett proposed that the embassy
authorize the use of those aircraft for SAR in northern Laos (CH-3Cs had already been approved
for SAR over North Vietnam). Unlike the HH-43s, there was no need to pre-position these two
machines at remote lima sites. If an aircraft was lost in Laos, Cornett envisioned the nearest H-34
or CH-3 flying to the rescue. It would most likely be a CH-3, since one would be on ground alert
at Nakhon Phanom during all planned missions. By using the CH-3s, extra H-34s would not be
needed for # America, which could use the sixteen it had for cargo hauling, and the Udom
facilities would not require expansion. All told, a lot of Laos MAP funds could be saved."

TS).Comett was well aware of Sullivan's reluctance to use the Air Force and his high esteem
for s=zpAmerica. He admitted that the airline pilots that had been there for some time knew the
area better than their USAF counterparts, but training and orientation flights could overcome this
handicap. Moreover, new #& America pilots were no different than USAF types; both came to
Laos without local experience and both had to leam the country. Admiral Sharp at once threw
his weight behind Comett. At a July 9 meeting between embassy and deputy chief personnel,
Vientiane’s representatives sided with the military.?

~(S).Even though country team members opted for USAF SAR helicopters in Laos, Ambassador
Sullivan still preferred ®= America. He realized that sooner or later he would have to.accept
USAF HH-43s and/or CH-3s for SAR in this area on a “first-come, first-served basis;" but before
giving in on this touchy subject, the ambassador wanted Washington’s guidance. In the interim,
he discussed the matter at Udom with Colonel Cornett and Lt. Gen. Paul S. Emrick, PACOM
Chief of Staff. They agreed that, for the time being, the final decision would be left hanging.
Sullivan also accepted an interim limit of twenty-one for the H-34s.2!

“(S). Two HH—43s and two CH-3Cs were at Nakhon Phanom, two HH—43s were at Udom,
and six HH-3s were due to arrive in Thailand during September and October. As soon as the
crews for the HH-3s were checked out, the HH-43s and CH-3s would be withdrawn from
Thailand. Wanting to “explore all alternatives,” Washington asked Sullivan to clarify if these
Thai-based USAF helicopters would do SAR from bases in Thailand and land in Laos just to
refuel or would they stand ground alert at various lima sites. If the latter were the case,
Washington wanted to know what sites were involved, what the risks of exposure were, if it
would be wiser to limit the Air Force to flying SAR only in Steel Tiger and North Vietnam, and
if Sou;'lanna had been consulted or his permission obtained for USAF rescue operations in northern
Laos?

18. (S) Msg, DEPCHJUSMAGTHALI to CINCPAC, 070900Z Jul 65. In this message, Colonel Comett repeated to
Admiral Sharp a cable he had sent to Ambassador Sullivan.

19. (S) /bid.

20. (S) Ibid; msgs, CINCPAC (Adm Sharp) to AmEmb Vientdane (Amb Sullivan), 072228Z Jul 65,
DEPCHJUSMAGTHAI to CINCPAC, 091205Z Jul 6S.

21. (S) Msgs, AmEmb Vientiane to SECSTATE, 21, Jul 13, 1965, AmEmb Vientiane (Amb Sullivan) to CINCPAC
(Adm Sharp), 130711Z Jul 65.

22. (S) Msg, SECSTATE/SECDEF to AmEmb Vientiane, 56, Jul 21, 1965.
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® 0818427 JUL 91)zY3 PSN 592863P33

FM CDR JCRC BARSERS PT AI 4 :
TO JCRC LIAISON BAN3XOK TH HQ AFMPC RANDJLPA AFB TX/)U?EEBIV’
INFO JOINT STAFF 4ASHINGTON DC//PA=MIA/JS// [eeg - 00
USCINCPAC HINOLULY 41/7J3// DIA WASHINGTON DZ//PH=MIA//

SECSTATE WASHINGTIN DC//EAP/VLC// AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE '

SECDEF WASHINGTIN DC//04SD=ISA/PA=MIA//
AHITE HQUSE NATIOVA.. SECURITY CJOUNCIL WASH D
CORUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI//DAPC=PED<H//

MSGID/SYS.RRM/CIOR JCRC//.

AMPN/SUBJ: AMALYSIS OF LAD WILITARY HJSEUM VISIT IN VIENTIANE,
LAJS//

REF/A/RMG/JCRC LNJ 3KK TH/071206ZMAY91//

RMKS/1. REF A REPIRTED VARIOUS ARTICLES VIEWED BY A J,S. TEAM
AHD VISITED THE LAO MILITARY MUSEUM IN VIENTIANE, LAOS OURING MAY
1991, THE FOLLIWINS IS THE INITIAL ANALYSIS OF INFORMATIOM
COMTAINED IN REF. A, COVMMENTS ON EACH ENTRY RELATE TJ THE ORDER
IN WHICH THEY APPEZAR IN REF A,

A, BLJOD CHIT MUV3ER 220568: (PARA 2, REF A) T41S 8L0OOD
CHIT CORRELATES WITH CAPTAIN JOSEPH S, PIRRUCCELLOD, REFMD 1536,
CAPTAIN PIRRUCCZILLO’S AIRCRAFT CRASHED 9V 8 DEC 68 AFTER: IT wAS
HIT BY GRUUMD FIRE IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COOROINATES JHS593727
APPROXIMATELY SIX KILOMZTERS AEST OF BAN CHATHAQ, HOJAPHAN ’
PRIVINCE, LAQS, (¢APTAIN PIRRUCCELLD IS UNACCOUMTED FIR,

Be TAIL NJUM3EX 0-17746: (PARA 3, REF A) WJCRC FI1LZS
INDICATE TWJ AIRCRAFT LIJSSES CONTAINING THE NUMBERS 17746. TAIL
NUMBER 517746 RELATZS TO A LAD AIR FORCE T=26, LOST, IN 24 JUN 74,
TAIL NUMBER 6717746 RELATES TJ A UHel HELICDPTER LIST 34 4 DEC .

68, NEITHER LOSS INVOLVED UNACCOUNTED FOR INOIVIDUALS,

C. DATA PLATE, AITH MJMBER 53=310010-11: (PARA 4, REF A)
MCOONNELL DOUGLAS DZTERMINED THE DATA PLATE IS FROM AN F=4
RAQOOME, THE RADOME WOULD HAVE BEEN USEQ OM AM AIRCRAFT WITH A
SERIAL NUMBER BEITAEZIN 65=-284 AND 69-2741. THIS SERIA.: VUMBER

DLVR:COR JCRC BAR3ERS PT Hfjgz...oRxs A?L'
Rro:ooa-oOO/CGPIESyetvr

592863/8835/19] iR ST R, T T TR 8 081842Z JuL 91
CSN:RXBP0233 COR JCRC BARBERS PT HI

Crd S0l tea-ol 8 sr e e 0 an i RN R RE I st baai B0ttt 000
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RANGE AOULD INCLUDE MOST F=4 AIRCRAFT PRODUCED 3ETAEEN 1966 AND

1969,
D. THE PHITJ (PARA Ss REF A) CORRELATES TJ CAPTAIN vAVID L.
HROLICKA, REFNO 0084. JN 18 MAY 65, A¥ F=105 AIRCRAFT. PILOTED &Y
CAPTAIN HROLICKA. A3 HIT- 3Y GROUND FIRE A4ILE OVER HIUAPHAN
PRIVINCE, LAOS., CAPTAIN HROLICKA PARACHUTED FRJIM THE AIRCRAFT
AND LANOED IN THE VICINITY JF GRID COOJROINATES vH180533. HE WAS
JB3ERVED BEIMG LED AANAY By INDIVIDUALS WHO #gRE IN THE IMMEDIATE -
AREA OF HIS LANDIVG., SEVERAL MONTHS LATER, A PJIRT CAPTURE
PHITOGRAPH OF CAPTALN HRALICKA APPEARED IN PRAVDA, A MISCOW
NENSPAPER. IN JyLY 1966, THE NEASPAPER QUAD 23T THAN JAN
FEATURED A STORY )N HIS CAPTURE, ALSJ, A TAPE. RECIRDING. MADE BY
CAPTAIN HRALICKA 4A3 BRJADCAST THE SAME MOMTH. SUBSEIUINT,
REPORTS ALLEGE THAT CAPTAIN HRALICKA. AAS HELD IN CAVES IN THE
VICINITY OF BAN NAKAY TZU (VH1985351) AND BAN NAXAY NEJA
(VH197572) AND DIED OF MALNJTRITION, QAP IS

gg%snnuuxﬁn.aaa. T4E PHOTO OBSERVED IN THE MUSEJM HdAS N SEEN
DRE. DURING THE 8-9 APR 94 JOINT INVESTIGATION, THE TEAM
INTERVIEWED AITNESSES aAvV0 EXAMIMED A CEMETERY AND CAVE. ASSOCIATED

ATTH CAPTAIM HRIL[CKA®S CINFIMEMENT. ALTHOUGHY THE INFIIMATLON
OBTAINEO IS GENERAL.Y CINSISTEMT AITH PREVIJUS REPIRT3 SORRELATED
TO THIS CASE, T+E TZAM LOCATED MO EVIOENCE [MDICATING CAPTAIN.
HROLICKA®S FATE,

2. FUR AFMPC: THIS EVALUATIDM MAY 3E RELEASED TJ THE A&PPRQPRIATE:
NOK UPON REMOVAL: JF ALL OTHER NAMES, SANITIZED COPIES JF REF A AILL
BE FORAARDED SEPARATELY.// ;

EVAL=SLG//
ar
»
592863/8835/191 2 JFL 2 Ml 0307 191/38:432 081842Z JyL 91!.

CSNsRXBF0238 COR JCRXC BARBERS pPT HI
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