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\ UIA eO~.1RMs kHOWL£DC£ or LOCATiON OF PRiSONERS: I was somewhat shocked
to receive a copy of Ann Griffiths' reply to a request relea•• live
.ightin~ reports received by DIA after 1 AUlult, 1979. The .bock 1.

t' not from the dental of DIA. but from tbe content of the letter. It we.
, forwarded to the Board members end keltonal Coordinator•• fte~ the

Le.~ue newsletter was printed. It is not marked confidential and I feel
~ it is of ~reat importance to YOu; therefore, 1 submit it' to you 1n its t

entirety. The underlining is mine.
~ -

.
This is in response to your letter of 22 Harch 1982, in which YQU appeal DIA's
decision not to release live sighting reports of U.S. personnel in Southeast
As 1a received after 1 August 1979.

It is the policy of tb.is A9~w;;.y thlkt. all live sighting reports of U.S. personnel
in Southeast Asia received after 1 August 1979 are properly classified in their
entirety and are exempt fram release under provisions of 5 U.S.C. 55.2 (b) (1).
freedom of lnfonnation Act.

Release of the infonnatian in the fonn you requested would enable the Vietnamese
and lao Governments to equate this released information to that which may exist.
Obviously, these governments know the location of any Am~r1can prisoners they
might hold. By comparing this information to the released documents, even
though they may be sani tized, would confirm to the" the fact tha t we know th,.
location of these prisoners and show the extent and capab1l ity'of our collection

. efforts. Thus release of [he information in the form you requ~sted would be
counterproductive to our intelligence efforts in this vital area. Your appeal
for release of these documents is therefore denied.

Sfncerely,

~,\\.e~~~
E. A. eUnlClI,\L TEn. JR.
Rear Admir:'lf, USrl
Ac;fiuU Dircclor

,... ...,6.... "............
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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20340·

U-0218/PW-MIA

TO: Headquarters,
Air Force Military Personnel Center
DPMCB, ATTN: Mr. George Atkinson
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-6001

2 7 FEB 1990

SUBJECT: Reporting in the Case of Colonel David Hrdlicka, USAf

1. Late last year an analyst in this office received a telephone call from
an American citizen who described himself as a carrier for the U.S. Postal
Service. He said he was in frequent contact with a ~Frenchman" in Bangkok
who allegedly has a source {not identified} who claims that American pilot
David Hrdlicka recently escaped, only to be recaptured. He also reported
that Col Hrdlicka had been seen in a PW camp in the tri-border area of
Vietnam/Laos/Cambodia. No further information was offered, but the postal
carrier indicated he would be in further contact with the Frenchman and would
keep us informed. We have not heard from him since.

2. Several weeks later we received a call from another American who said he
knew someone with information on Col Hrdlicka. During the conversation the
analyst determined that the Frenchman, who normally resides in the U.S., was
the source.

3. Also, we have been investigating a story furnished by an American in
Thailand who provided the driver's license data on Col Hrdlicka. He claimed
to have obtained the information from another American who received it from a
Pathet Lao soldier while travelling near Luang Prabang. We were finally able
to locate and interview the second American while he was visiting in Beijing.
He was cooperative and provided us with other information, but he knew
nothing about Col Hrdlicka and had not met and received information from a
Lao soldier as claimed by the American in Thailand. When we reinterviewed
the American in Thailand and told him that his alleged source knew nothing
about the information attributed to him, he then indicated that maybe he got
it from someone else, then changed his mind, then changed the subject,
alluding to knowledge of a group of PW hunters who are allegedly working on
rescuing an unidentified American in Laos. In short, the source of the data
on Col Hrdlicka is unknown, but it was not obtained in the manner described
by the American in Thailand in Joint Casualty Resolution Center report T89
354.

4. It is worth noting that those involved in this reporting are U.S.
residents with ~business interests~ in Thailand. There is a reasonable
possibility that these sources are connected and they may decide to expand on
their story to gain attention or raise funds for a private foray. In this
instance the Frenchman has a track record of involvement with U.S. ~PW

«
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,

hunters," who have repeatedly failed to find a PW or evidence to support
tneir claims. Further. experience has shown that when names of missing men
and identification data start making the rounds of the refugee camps and the
so-called "Lao resistance" groups in Thailand, stories claiming the man is
alive soon follow.

5. We are continuing to follow up on this reporting and will keep you
advised of any new information we are able to develop.

Sincerely,

~I/JIdt:~
JOSEPH A. SCHLATTER
Colonel. USA
Chief. Special Office for Prisoners

of War and Missing in Action

2
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It EXPLOJTATION OF U. s. PILO!

1. FDIS SAIGON t·lAY 23 NONITORED SROADCAST \VHICH PROVIDES pASSAGES FRO~1
LETTZR ALLEG2DL Y' \'lR·ITTEN BY DOUNEQ.-1J.-S_? • ~ <f CHIEF SOU?HAi~OUO
N.~t'1E USED ALH OST CERTA IN!. Y THAT O(_D-A:L LOUIS HR!)LICKA ;::.u. s. '
PILOT WHOSE F-1C5 SHOT DOWN SOUTHEAST OF SAM NEUA ON MAY 18, 1965.
NMIES. DATES. AND SERIAL NUt,IBERS USED IN tETTER CORRESPOND VERY CLOSE!!
TO THOSE VE CARRY HER~ FOR CAPT. HRDLICK~.

2. BASED ON PAST EXPERIENCE PATHET LAO HANDLING OF U.S, PRISONERS,
BEL IEVE ~}E CAN BE REA SONAI3L Y CERTA IH PUDL lCA t ION 01 LETTER CONI'IRi:lS
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. INFO RU:·ITDIVAHEUt1ASSY E.~NGl<OK PRIORITY 1349
ruFHGV/US NISSIO~ GENEVA PRIORITY EIGHT
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I PAGE 1110 RU:.1JFSMOS C R' E T ' . .' .
.' HRDLICKA At IVE. REPont ING OVER PASfHY£AR HAS OFTEN REFERRED' a,
, WOQ OTE THO U•• PILOTS UNQUOTE HELD IN CAVE SE OF SAlol· NEUA (SEE '.,
, '81 AND PREVIOUS), THPS Ia1A Y ~lEAN THAT CA.PI'. CHARLES t.· SHELTON VB....:-
, .. OUN ARPIL 2S, 190', IN ROUGHLY SAf.IE /tREAIS ALSO A~IVE. .

6 • ,. •

VE CAN ANTICIPATE QUERIES FR~'JHPRESS nE HRDLICKA AND IF ASKED, WISH
moPOSE FOLLOU ING L tNE TO ALL AGENCIES CONCERENDa QUOTE PPLor NAt-1ED
CAPT. DAVID LOUIS HRDLICKA HAS I3EEN f·JISSING SINO HIS PLANE SHOT DOTJN
~lAY 18, 1965, VHILE ON RECONNAISSANC UISSION OVER LAOS. HIS NANE HAS
BEEN FU~NISH£D THE INTEflNATIO}1AL COHU ITTEE OF ...THE RED CROSS, \:IHICH HAS
ATTENPTED TO DETERH INE HIS UIiEREADOUTS AND HIS STATUS. THE SLIGHTLY
GflRBLED VERSION OF CAPTAIN HnDl.ICKA·S NABE AND OF HIS SERIAL
NUL:IBER BROADCAST RECEr-nl.Y BY RADIO PATHEr tAO GIVE GROUNDS FOR HOPE
TYZT THE CAPTAIN NAY BE ALIVE AND A"CAPtIVE OF 'THE' PATH£T LAO. UNQUOTE
\1E WItt NOT CO:,1HENT FURTHER OTHER THAN TO SAY LETTER CLEARLY INTENDED
BY PL FOR PROPAGANDA EXPLOITATION. PLEASE CONFIRMHSOONEST.

, '

~;'" . -.':4;' RELEASE OF LETTER AND USE OF· HRDLICKA- S NAME BY PL UNDOUBTEDLY
", INTENDED TO BE PEGGZD ON RECENT PU'I~LICt\tlON OF LAOS i'iILITln~y AIR'

CASUALTIES. THIS UNFORTUNATE EXAtfPttor:eO;'lPLlCAT10N'St.ilE CAN GEt
INTO BY O~E SIMPLE SLIP I~ PUBLIC HANDLING OF AIR OPERATIONS AND
CASUALTIES IN LAOSa IN THIS CASE, DESPATCH OF ROUTINE UNCLASSIFIED NEI

PAGE THREt RUNJFS 1'lOA SEC RET
OF K1N NOTICE tSEC DEF DTG 262221Z APRIL). THIS SHOULD REt·lIND US OF
NEED TO TIGHTEN UP ALL OUR PROCEDURES TO KEEP QUIeT ·\:tAR REALLY QUIET.
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AS FOR CIVILIAN. PR ISONERS 9 B.~ER SAID THAT ,HE SA\"
SOT PHETRASI 'JUN 13 p.~;J Rp.ISED Np.~lES OF BOTH DEBRUIN

. (AIR A~ERICA)' AND BRACE (BIRD & SONS)" SOT DISCLAI~1ED

!ANY KNOWLEDGE OF BRACE BUT AG,t~EED TO_ INQUIRIES" ON
,JUN 22 HE 5T ILL H.o.D NO t.JORD" (LA~EST INfO LOCAIED
BRACE AT T J 3237 UNDER ESCORT PL PRE ~JA LY BOUND FOR '

,MOUNG KHOUA g " T J 4234)" ON CEBRUIN' HE ·AGAIN REPORTED, '
THAT HE ALIVE AND WEkL BUT SOT UNA~LE PROVIDE ANY ,~A~DI,- ..' "... , '.
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'BAER PRESSED SOT FOR OPPORTUNiTY VISIT KHANG KHAY "
ON BEHALF PRISONERS (AND TO ARRANGE'FOR DELIVERY r1EDICAL',
,SUPPLIES)' BUT WAS TOLD PRESENT WHEREABOUT'S 'LEADING NLHX

, FIGURES UNKNO\'/'tJ.· BAER THEN REQUESTED ,sar TO FIX· APPOINTMENT WITH'
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: IN, KHANG KHAY SINCE 3.~ER EXPECTS LEIWE FE FOR GENEVA SHORTLY
'THERE.4FTER" SOT AGREED MAKE,AN ATTE~1PT AND WILL INFORM '
~BAER WHEN LATTER RETURNS TO VIENT lANE FROM' SAIGON ON' OR .'
:ABOTJT JUL ,', 7":'.. " '; ".1,,~;-~_...:-'--

...

·f
... J.-4 ••· .:~

, '.

....~.

... ".

, -,

,'.,

." .
, I'

:"1
, i/.

.;·.i .;..

.... !. ;

.': ;..
.:.. :.,:;:: . , .
. ,:0.\ .. f

.':; .~ ~ .
,',

, ...;,' ...... .; ..

. .. ;.'1 "", .
..; .'

'.' .

.'

. ,t" ',.,.,

". . ',..
.' ' .' .::. ~. .

. ..: .
. '".

"

,~ '.

, ..

I
·1, '

, "

" ~ ,

"

'. j..
I

'I ...

"

"

" r;
.'

I
,.. ,
> ;,

,GP-3~ . SULLIVAN
----.•...- .. - .• ---r--.:. ..... _..

.• :

.~

...:..':' ..
,

..
"

. ..: .~:'.~. -:. .
. ,.. .'. , ...

..' , ..
..,.\..

"

,;,

'If!'.

000034

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 261-3   Filed 10/22/16   Page 6 of 31



DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20340·

U-0218/PW-MIA

TO: Headquarters,
Air Force Military Personnel Center
DPMCB, ATTN: Mr. George Atkinson
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-6001

2 7 FEB 1990

SUBJECT: Reporting in the Case of Colonel David Hrdlicka, USAf

1. Late last year an analyst in this office received a telephone call from
an American citizen who described himself as a carrier for the U.S. Postal
Service. He said he was in frequent contact with a ~Frenchman" in Bangkok
who allegedly has a source {not identified} who claims that American pilot
David Hrdlicka recently escaped, only to be recaptured. He also reported
that Col Hrdlicka had been seen in a PW camp in the tri-border area of
Vietnam/Laos/Cambodia. No further information was offered, but the postal
carrier indicated he would be in further contact with the Frenchman and would
keep us informed. We have not heard from him since.

2. Several weeks later we received a call from another American who said he
knew someone with information on Col Hrdlicka. During the conversation the
analyst determined that the Frenchman, who normally resides in the U.S., was
the source.

3. Also, we have been investigating a story furnished by an American in
Thailand who provided the driver's license data on Col Hrdlicka. He claimed
to have obtained the information from another American who received it from a
Pathet Lao soldier while travelling near Luang Prabang. We were finally able
to locate and interview the second American while he was visiting in Beijing.
He was cooperative and provided us with other information, but he knew
nothing about Col Hrdlicka and had not met and received information from a
Lao soldier as claimed by the American in Thailand. When we reinterviewed
the American in Thailand and told him that his alleged source knew nothing
about the information attributed to him, he then indicated that maybe he got
it from someone else, then changed his mind, then changed the subject,
alluding to knowledge of a group of PW hunters who are allegedly working on
rescuing an unidentified American in Laos. In short, the source of the data
on Col Hrdlicka is unknown, but it was not obtained in the manner described
by the American in Thailand in Joint Casualty Resolution Center report T89
354.

4. It is worth noting that those involved in this reporting are U.S.
residents with ~business interests~ in Thailand. There is a reasonable
possibility that these sources are connected and they may decide to expand on
their story to gain attention or raise funds for a private foray. In this
instance the Frenchman has a track record of involvement with U.S. ~PW

«
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hunters," who have repeatedly failed to find a PW or evidence to support
tneir claims. Further. experience has shown that when names of missing men
and identification data start making the rounds of the refugee camps and the
so-called "Lao resistance" groups in Thailand, stories claiming the man is
alive soon follow.

5. We are continuing to follow up on this reporting and will keep you
advised of any new information we are able to develop.

Sincerely,

~I/JIdt:~
JOSEPH A. SCHLATTER
Colonel. USA
Chief. Special Office for Prisoners

of War and Missing in Action

2
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BLOOD CHIT

In the Victorian sense, Blood means friendship, and
in military terms, a Chit is a voucher. Hence, the
term blood chit or "Friendship Voucher." Our
aircrew members carried a blood chit on their
person while flying missions during the Southeast
Asian conflict. The reauest for assistance, in the
event they were shot down, is written in English
and various languages common to the area. The
blood chit is credited wi~h saving many lives.
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ENGliSH

r am a ciliun of the UnIted Slales of Americo. I do nol speak your
language. Misfortune forces me 10 nek your assistance ill oblaining food,
sheller and protection. Pleose foke me 10 someone who will provide for my
sofety o"d see Ihol I um r.furned 10 my people. My government will

reward you.

BURMESE
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_'\ ~J. -.r.
THAI

~111L ;1Lilunut1il~nileLlJrnU \lnmll'\1t~~1U1JJ1f1
1,n;1ID1'11;~"L ;1~a~1l11flf\11lJ'I;1lJ\ ~;m1n~1U1uLia~ a1U11

;.;" u.'a~"''I''l1I~\l~HH W'l""~"l\I.·;,)lJtlu'\.~~'lf\~d..
~~1lJ1IUl:'\;n11111JuaniiiJ~~;'\l'IL ~1 LL~;\11'1I1~i~~1"L ;1nau
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CHINESE
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d!7 ~ ~7 , -r B

:K A.... -:fl. ~ "i.E * ti B
oJ... -,- ;q::

:A.. 11[3 .''±'' f~ P/r 1~ ep .t:-, Lo

iiJ~li ~.t.
.>.( A~ =*0 Jl @ ~~ fill:..

"J * #;. *~ 1~ ~ ti. /""-
~~. ,.. e D

1.t ~ @J i\ ii. -31 it ~.
lilt itt * ~ -:i.. '8

~ ftii,!!l 1'ff-

CHINESE (MODERN)

MiiguOde

W6 bU hui shuo ZkongguOhub.

Qing ni t6ng w6 d60 nengqciu gii wO onquon ke

W 0 shi ,~iguo Ilenm;n.

TAGALOG

Jtiongfo rang w6 huiqu M4iguo de ren noli.

zhenghu yidrng du6dul) gei qian xiextc nimen.

WO bu x'm yoo qing ni b6ngzhu w6 zkbodbo liongshi, milS\)

LAOTIAN

UJ,lJ mL~'5V

2~U~t~' Cill!s,tllSnlJ . ~'W~C~' u,nu,;,
t 1 '" ...... ... ... k

29jm,wv1n . IA'~S'V 1nUjAV~UJ ~'W~C"' li,m,
, Q I ... b. 0 (') ...~ b

AO'U~~Vlrn9",nUJ'lJ "~CUU(A93nlJ m~mmIWj~'9'\~

~ ~~n'lJiJ~iJn5n;, d'j~min . ~jn:~lJ'lJi ~,rm~,
... "'b A.... I'" ~ l--

\um'CJ~nrnlJj UJu,"~~mFlO'litJSn\W ,tl12'~z t -;;,1n ((liz
" " ... :..... k .... Q 0 6'- 0 ....

"~~v,v,u"n<lj 2'1.~ c", nVFIJJ CliSm'WWSj9: ClJSlllJ

5~V'W29j 2'N~I~' "~QUUJ~lJ'~W~lJm'lJ

~9tJ~"~'tJ~ Wi~'lJffi"~\~;OVCmSI .

CAMBODIAN

d.n btn L"n"""lIfllivn,no""lt'llj109.diLntn, nt'!rW.trln'lcli'UO~rn,m,. .,

"'ll!Jnl1l~ltI~:iI91auJbu~V)r;r$Ull:ur"lO~\ltcuo~~.vnetali Ib

t....,,~.Ji~.LntJ"'o1L"l"J''U' 'j1~"ol.s7b'tu~ ~""n •

Aco'y Am.ri~ono. Hindi oco f'I'loronong mag solita nang tagalog.
Nop'pifiton oca nong sacone so pog hingi so iyo oong tul0ft9 sa fXJ:S1 cuM
nang pogc.oin, mOlitirohon 01 POlillongol. Paltihonop mo oeo nang too no
mocotulong '"0 ekin 01 moc.ocolulong so akin no moibolik oco s.o amino
Ang okinV pomohclo.on rroOQ bibigoy nonv gonting polo so iyo.

VISAYAN

VIETNAMESE
lei 10 mol ngJcii My. rei khong "oi dlio'c·ticng Viet. Gop bJb, k~
may 10; pnoi nhd' quy on9 giup del kiem Inut' on, dHrd'vo nhd'ql,lY Ong
boo ve loi. Rlii loi muon nha'quy 009 duo toi din mol nguBi noo co thi'
che ch<! cho loi vo dub tal v~·nu~. Cnii1h fu' chung t6i ~ cJe'n on dlO guy Mg.

Aca Americana. Dili oco mo.ontigo ma biniwyn. Doutong Itopoloron
nOlilPogos conaco peg kon9Yo ngo tobongon unlo 0(,0 50 peg cuho U9
pogco-on, boloy ngo co pohowoyon ug pcnolipod. Polihog dod-o oco can
co bison kinso ngo moeo ponotipd conoeo ug maca lobeng pag uli conoco
!to 0'009 mgo koubonon. Ang OC'.:mg gobierno mo gonti conimo.

MALAYAN
SOia odeleh orang Amcriko 8ersjorikot. Soja lidok dopal ~rchokopbohoso
Encnik. Kemalongon memokso soja minlo Wnloon Enc.hik, u(lluk mendopot
mokan, tempol lin990l, dan lindungon. Sudi Enchik mombowu soia podo
soorang long dopot mendjamin Iteamonan soia don mengembolikafl soia
keoegeri 10jO. Pemerintoh soja akan l'Mmberi hodioh pade Encl1ik.

FRENCH

Je suis un citoyen des Etoh Unis d'Amerique. Je ne parle pes 'loire longue.
Molheureusl'1ment it' suis oblige: de '10US demo~er de m'aider 6. trouvftr de
10 nourritvrc, un obri el de 10 prolt'dian. Ayez I'obligeonc.ot dll' me mener
cnu quelqu'un qui ....eiUero 0: ma securil;'. et qui s'occupera de Mon retovr
dons mon pays, Mon gou'lernemenl VQUS recompensero

INDONESIAN
Soja adoloh worgo-negoro Ameriko Sedkol. SOlO lidak dopot memo
pergunokon 00110'0 ioudoro. Kemolongon jong menimpo din soia letah
memolt:so soja meminto pertolongon soudaro, unluk memperoleh mownon.
tempOI linggol serto lindungon. Sudi Itifanjo ~oudoro membowo soia pode
seotong iong ollon dopal mendjamin kcumonon IOjO, don meng\nohokon
wpoio \Cia dikembolilton Itp.neyaro soja. Pemerinloh soia olton memberi
hodioh podo soodorQ.

DUTCH

1\1. ben een burger van de YIHenigde Stolen von Amerita. Ik. kon Uw 1001
n~1 sprakeR. Misgevol heefl mij gedwongen Uw hulp Ie vrogen om
'1aedle!. t~uis 9n beKherming. Will U l.O graog mij noor iemand ~reng.n,

die voor mijn veiligheid %.01 zorgen, en mij lerug 'e brengen noor mijn
etgen leM. Mi,,,, Govv..-uefO'\oef'li ~ol U ~o-n. 000038
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3RING our "LIVE"
POW's Home from
Southeast Asia!

July 21, 1992
Gentlemen:

This is a request under the 'reedom of Information and
Privacy Act. I am requesting all documents that have recently
been declassified concerning MIA/rO~'s in'Laos. I!m
specifically looking for all the documents pertaining tao
re~~ue attempts made to gain the freedom ot Col. David L.
Hrdlicka USA' and Col. Charles Shelton USAF. I belieTe the tirst rescue attempt
may be code named 'Duck Soup'. I believe there were several attempts and request
documents on all such: !ldasions.

As you know, the amended Act Rermits lOU to reduce or vaive fees. I need these
materials to protect the constitutional right. of my husband and the Depart::nent
ot Defense has already decided that it is appropriate to waive all charges
for materials and intor~ation furni.hed at the request ot members of the families
of POW'. and MIA's. Therefore~ I request that you waive fees and charges with
respect to this 'OIPA request. In the event that you decide not to waive such
tees and char~es, please let me know, as quickly as you can, how much you want
me to pay for the requested items.

It you determine that some portions ot the requested items are exempt from
disclosure under the amended Act, please furnish ~e with the remainder and
identify the exemtions which you maintain justify the no~disclosure8. It of
course, reserve the ri~t to appeal any such decisions.

It you have any questions re~arding this request, please c.ntact me. I will
expect to receive a replY within ten (10) days.

Thank you for your attention,

Carol Hrdlicka
at. 1, Box 24
Conway Springs, Ie. 670;1
;16-45e-24;9

.~m.'rIC" 's ? I) W 'J . \ ,'~'

:"7,,- PRO,,'u Th, 8F..J, \ c: ... T:" .-\i5/'S:':~.\·E:)·
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PASS: DU/PV-HIA FOR J. TRAns
OQQQ
SECTION 01 Of' 02
SERIAL: IIR

.
5USC 552 (b) (2)

, ••••t.ftt•• THIS IS ACOKBlNEO MESSAGE ••""'11"'/
!Q2! .

LA~OSU,i'lmAM (tM).
& •• 5USC 552 (b) (2)

SUBJ: I.IIR KEARSAJ.I'E u.s. KIA lU.EC£Dtf
ALIVE III LAOS

.....
DOl: .'891212•

R£QS: 5USC 552 €b) (2)
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... -...-----------..-----·-..----ttAR LlNE--- ..--------_·····-.--_···_·_-
8. . .-

A. DeEm MAMUla POSSIBLE MIA. THE FCLLOVIHC VAS rutH
FROK A LETTER FROM SU'BJ£CT 1 TO SUBJECT 2 DATED 21 Jtni 1989 t

BAHCXOK. "I AM TALlUla 10 COL ClADe (BRIG CfJI) PI. (X)ttWlD£R or

THE 11TH REGiMENT AT I:HAH mrrTI.~1HAK:=4~::r':r:~==~:-~.LI 0U'1t0ME OF KX Q)t(V£P.SATION
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fUSCI62 (It) (1) .
PACE:0004

-
.
t·

. sncUL COLLEC"l'OR'S COHHEHTS
1 _ S£ARCH OF MIA· IlECORDs. OIl PERSON'HEL MISSING III ACTION
c:x.u:eTION SUPPORT DATA lASE LISTS AS MISSING IN ACTION - ._

lAKE SDtHO SERVICE OOB DATEnUC£ Of' LOSS
RR.OL tClCA, DA' ID LOUIS 725JUFa . .USAF 0A-r,. 650518 u
2. _ RELEASE Of' INFORMAttOH to NEXT Of' lIN. DUE to THE
POSSIBLE COM£LATIOlf or tHE JAKE PROVIDED IN tHIS REPORT VITH 11i£
lVEN't' RECORDED 1M DJl MISSIMcr It, lCTtOM JUD)IU)S. nus REPORt IS
FORWARDED TO DEPARTMEHT Of' THE Alit FORCE PERSONNEL FOR POSSIBLE
RELEASE Of' PERtINDIT IIfFORKATIOH ELEMENTS III 'ARACRAPH 3. A 1'0
WEXT OF IIIl AS DEtKED APP~PRIATt~

• ENGLISH.

VIC.
us: 1fO.
FOUR £NeL TO FOUOV •

HANDWRITTEN LETl'ER ,1 Ct, 890621, )PC
LETTER • 1 CY•.891128, " ,ENGLISH.
FAX • 1 CT. 891202, 1P, • ENGLISH.

-FAX • 1 Ct, 891202. lP. • ENCLISH•
2-10121.
n CEORC£ C. MEAD£. tm (9001126).
FIELD: MONE; SEHT TO: DU/1RTS-2BIPV-HIAII

COHHElITS: THIS IS tHE S£CON1) Of TWO REPORTS FROtt SOURCE. '!'HE
FIRST VAS IIR_ HEARSAY, R£ u.s. MIA/C'&1 CR£\I
ALLEGEDl.Y ALIV~SOURC£ PROVIDED THE INFORKATION IN THIS
REPORT "ILLIIGLY AHD VI11fOUT EVASION•. AHI EVALUATI~ IN RESPONSE
10 nns 11ft SHOULD BE FORVARD£D to: CDRUSAOPSGP" CEORCE G. HEAOE
KDIIIACPC-L/IACPC-CKII.
IIIPS': .pc 2Q301,.
IlCOHSOBJ: 52111.
ADMIN
,RaJ:
COLL:
tNSTR:
£NeL:
1.
2.
3....
'R£P:
lCQ:
DISSEK:

....
'0347

-
•p z. 000044
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0218/PW-MJA

DEFENSE INTELl.IGENCE AGENC'r

WASHINGtON, O.C. 20)40-

21 FEB 199Q

TO: Headquarters,
Air Force Military Personnel Center
OPMC8, ATTN: Hr. George Atkinson
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-6001

SUBJECT: Reporting in the Case of Colonel David Hrdlicka, USAf

1. late last y~ar an analyst in this office recetved a telephone call from
an American cttizen who described himself as a carrier for the u.S. Postal
Service. He said he ~~as in frequent contact "11th a ·FrencrJnin· in Bangkok
who allegedly has'a source (not identified) who claims that American pilot
David Hrdlicka recently escaped, only to be recaptured. He also reported
that Col Hrdlicka had been seen 1n a PW camp In the tri-border area ~f
Vietnam/Laos/CambOdia. No further lnfonnation was offered, but the postal
carrier indicated he would be in further contact with the frenchman and would
keep us Infonmed. We have not heard from him since. -

2. Several weeks later we received a call from another American who said he
kne~ someone with information on Col Hrdlicka. During the conversation the
analyst determined that the FrenChman, who normally res1des 1n the U.S., was
the source.

.
3. Also, we have been investigating a story furnished by an American in
Thailand who provided the driverts license data on Col Hrdlicka. He claimed
to have obtained the information from another American who received it from a
Pathet Lao soldier while travelling near luang Prabang. We were finally able
to locate and interview the second American while he was visiting 1n Beijing.
He was cooperative and provided us with other infonnation. but he knew
nothing about Col Hrdlicka and had not met and recetved infonmation from a
lao soldier as claimed by the American 1n Thailand. When we reinterviewed
the America,n 1n Thailand and told him that his alleged source knew nothing
about the infonnation attributed to him, he then indicated that maybe he got
1t frem someone else, t~en changed his mind, then changed the subject.
alluding to knowledge of a group of PW hunters who are allegedly working on
rescuing an unidentified American in Laos. In short, the source of the data
on Col Hrdlicka is unknown. but it was not obtained in the manner described
by the American in Thailand 1n Joint Casualty Resolution Center report T89·
354.

4. 'It is worth not1ng that those involved tn thh reporting are U.S.
residents with -business interests· 1n Thailand. There 1$ a reasonable
possibility that these sources are connected and they may decide to expand on
their story to gain attention or raise funds for a private foray. In thisJ ';=;fre;;;.as a track record of Involr;:;h:;,;~

/~~~! 000045
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UN•• C:o STATES GOVERNMENT

memorandum' .2~i 'sEP 1991
DATEt

. :......

R~YTO

ATTNOff't PW • 1099/PW

SUaJCCTt Response to FOIA Request, Case 0670-92

TOt DSP-l (FOIA)

Ref: oSP-l memo
.

2,450), 10 Aug 92 (enclosure 1).

1. Reference requested that DIA (PW) conduct a file search in
responsi'to a reque~t from Mrs. Carol Hrdlicka, wife of Colonel
David dlicka, USAF, missing in Laos. Mrs. Hrdlicka is
requestl: g "all documents that havp. recently been declassified
concerning MIA/POW's in Laos." Specific~lly, she is requesting
"all the documents pertaining to rescue attempts made to gain the
freedom of Col David L. Hrdlicka USAF and Col Charles S~elton

USAF. II Mrs. Hrdlicka believes the first rescue attempt was code
named "Duck SOUp.1I

2. Regarding her broad general request, please inform Mrs.
Hrdlicka that all declassified documents pertaining to missing in
action from the war in Southeast Asia have been placed in the
pUblic domain and will be available through the Library of
Congress. In answer to her specific request, please inform Mrs.
Hrdlicka that we have no records that the u.S. Government has
ever mounted a rescue attempt for either Colonel Hrdlicka or
Colonel Shelton. Based tipon numerous inquiries due to articles
in the pUblic media, DIA undertook a records search, with.the
help of other government offices, to determine whether any
operation by the name of "Duck Soup" ever actually occurred. The
results of our inquiries revealed that, in 1949, a limited u.S.
Government operation code' named "Ouck SOUpll did occur. The
nature of the operation remains classified. However, the
operation was completely unconnected with the POW/MIA issue and
was completely unconnected with the area of Southeast Asia.

3. A DO Form 2086 is provided as enclosure 2.

4. POC for this action is John Horn, (703) 908-2761 •

2 Enclosures
1~ DSP-l memo 2,450),

10 Aug 92
2. DO Form 2086

.~7§~
CHARLES F. TROWBRIDGE, JR.
Deputy Chief
Special Office for Prisoners

of War and Missing in Action

OfITIONALF'ORM HO.'O
(REV. 1_)
GSA ","MR (41 CFR) 101-1 I.'
5010-114
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)ltV TR ANSPORT AIRCRAFT FLY ING MI SSIONS IN SAM NEUA REPEA r
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IT MUST BE £MPHASIZ::O THAT RULES 01 ENGAGEl1!NT APPLY AND, THEREFORE
. THAT AIRCRAFT t'1ust BE INVOlV·ED IN SUPPLY MISSION.WHEN TAKEN UNDER AfTACK.
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OUR MIGifi't [1£0 nE?C::n- ~Oitt C~J[ or THE IR OUTPOSTS IN SAM N£UA
THAT rH~r HAVE SUCC!~:~~ IN REC~ptURING ONE or u.s. PILOTS CAP~
~WHNG ;,;,.5T 7E~t t'IZ!;·:S '::.'1 PAT HE! LAO AND HAW WALXE%) MIff our
TO FRI~m~jJ,.'l rE:tRI70~,{. :.J£ ARE SENOING A CHOPPER TO THEIR COMMAt
?ost 70 PIC:, i1Ir~ U~. '. ..

•
IT IS NoT :U:?~.~T Nor ~'ZT c:.EAR ~H£TH£R THIS IS HRDLCKA OR SHEl.:
aUT t:1~ .~5sur·iE: IT !S Or)! OR THE OI'KER. WE lJILi. FLY HIl~ D~ECT Tc
UDCRN AND PRItSUHt C7Hia ttO~D WIt1. C'~'1~ T~OUGH AIR FORcE CHA~.NI

.
la

... ,.. ..~__ c

"J .,-. CiiI ' ....

•

! ~vU~J ~I:<:! !~ sr~::~ CV~~~~l~ING t~POP.TkNCt TKAT THIS RESCU~
~;O'i f;!;:Z.~r NOT ~! G~:.;~~ ?U~LICi&·Y. I NAV! ALREADY PASSED THIS
tJo::lO 70 U~CP.N ~:!I;J '!'!:~ST 17 CAN BE PUNCTUATED BY I~5TRUcr IONS tc
:,LL. E:CHtLO~:SS ?~a!:':;;:';,;1LY P~NTAGON Fl1~SS SERVICES.'SAME INJ~C
/t!OIJOUt.~ ':T o. S':1:'\ ~.. ..~:'."":'.,..... ~I'" . .
;::/1 :J _to. r.'Io _i.l ,Col .\_.\. vI n ".. .•
7;(IS c1re"!:t.tt IS o~::.'.' -:Z·i! 01 T~E! :ro.~ tJ:UCH \1I CURRENTLY HAvE
!·:E~ RES~1J! O?Z~:,1' =.:r~S ZrJ ~OGJH:SS. TKOS! OPZP.ATIONS " AS WELL AS
l.!V~S 07 u. s. O~i!C&!:::!S riND OUR MEO ANa LAO P'R lENDS, OOUlD BE .
COt·] PRC~': I SZD ;.~o J!~?:~fi~ Izzn BY PUBLIC HUL.LABALOO ABOUT THIS HIS.
lni~' l:1E }{!..V£ 'r·jt.1l 7;:~C;;-S !I~ MANO. Wi: WILL.' BE IN TOUCH RE BEST
METHOt) HAND1.ING "I'H!S t·:'~TTER \iITN ZCRC A~'f) OTHER ENTITIES WHICH
NEED TO i\~Ol:r .~SOU1 :'!!..Cit·S RECOvERY. PLEASE ADVISE ACfION
TriKEN. -'. ' •

. GP..3 SULLIVAN. ..•. /' ,.
NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO 55/0, 6/20/65,"il:08 p.m.

FASSED ~ITEHOUSE 6/20{&§, 11:20 p_m. . ,
.erA, 07201 6S, Il.3S P.CD. REPRODUCTION FROM THI! cOpy

HAIf.Jll!J). E,JIIU' ,!J,1t ..rJ~$'I··-:''1:S! ,"oHlaITEO UNUSS.,"UNCLASS1Flf. . "
~~
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Chapter vn

See-Saw on the Plain (D)

'(s)_During the summer of 1965, as Vang Pao edged toward Hua Muong (Lima Site 58),
Ambassador Sullivan and military authorities spent much time and effort seeking a way to halt
communist aerial res'!PPly flights into northeastern ~()s. TIle embassy first got wind of these
flights in April, wheIlt~~MF ~rts suggested a pair of Soviet-built
11-14 aircraft might be making occasional night runs from North Vietnam, one dropping flares ~ .
and the other dispensing cargo. Since the intelligence was sketchy, it was possible the flares
were ground fired and the flights covert 34-Alpha (34-A) missions. l Even if they were enemy
planes, the chances of catching one in the act seemed pretty slim; PathetLao territory was "nasty
country" at night, demanding the best navigational equipment and pilot skills. There was also an
outside chance the transports were engaged in innocent passage or had Souphanouvong.9r other
Pathet Lao officials on board. If so, Sullivan believed Souvanna would rule out any attempt to
down the aircraft In fact, the very thought of American fighters blazing away at a transport
loaded with Pathet Lao very important persons already had Sullivan "spinning his prayer wheel."
Nonetheless, as pan of the April 17 relaxation of Washington control over air operations,
President Johnson approved the use of U.S. aircraft to intercept these flights. His decision was
somewhat unusual, catching Sullivan and Souvanna by sU~rise, for neither had requested it All
in all, however, Sullivan welcomed the President's action. .

'iS1. Yankee Team photos later confirmed two North Vietnamese 11-1-4s parked at the
Samneua airfield. The country team's consensus was that it was best to attack these planes on
the ground, but Souvanna had banned air strikes on the town or airfield and leaned toward the
RLAFT-28s flying the mission. He also had prohibited hitting the 11-14s at remote landing sites
or in the air since they could be carrying passengers. The only avenue open was to catch the
North Vietnamese flagrantly dropping supplies by parachute. For this reason, Souvanna soon
reversed his preference for the T-28s (he concluded they might bungle the job) and wondered
instead if the Air Force could undertake such "a refined type of intercept,,3
~PACAF thought the mission could be conducted by Souvanna's ground rules but not

until precise information on the flights was at hand. Thus, during most of May, the GCI radar
sites at Nalchon Phanom and Udorn monitored the Il-i4s. They found that the North Vietnamese
had now switched to day operations and occasionally flew as far south as the Plain of Jars. By
May 23, two fixed routes (with offloading in two northeast areas) were pinpointed. Deeming the
warning time for scrambling interceptors sufficient, the 2d Air Division suggested that Bango
F-4Cs begin a ground alert at Udorn for this mission on Junel. The air support operations center
would launch the F-4Cs in flights of from four to ten, depending on the number of target aircraft
airborne and the routes followed. (Enemy flights vaned from one to six transports.) Positive
identification was to be made prior to any attack, and all intercepts made within Laotian air

1. (S) 34-A operations were covert operations carried out north of the Demilitarized Zone.
2. (S) Msgs. SECSTATE/SECDEF to AmEmb Vientiane. 914, Apr 17, 1965, AmEmb Vientiane to SECSTATE.

1689, Apr 19,1965; memo, Rear Adm Francis J. Blouin, USN. DirIFE Region. ASD/ISA, to Alvin Friedman, ASD/ISA,
subj: Duck Soup. Sep 7. 1965.

3. (S) Msgs, AmEmb Vientiane to SECSTATE, 1725, Apr 23. 1965. 1802, May 4, 1%5.
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The War in Northern Laos
~

operating conditions in northern Laos. They would be given enemy aircraft,identification training
before deployment Their planes, armed only with .sO-caliber machineguns, would stand daily
alert-until five in the evening, when they would take off from Long Tieng and be in the vicinity
of the most recent sightings within twenty minutes. They would then loiter to dusk before flying
back to Udorn. If a North Vietnamese transpon was seen, the T-28s would give chase but
withhold fire until the FAG team at Lima Site 36 approved. Since Souvanna had agreed to Duck
Soup, Sullivan envisioned no problem in ~etting him to accept this modified plan but did npt
foresee the State Department's opposition. 0

~Leonard Unger, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs, put Sullivan
on notice that State was not willing to run the risk of Americans flying T-28s in Laos, except
during an emergen~se~andrescue mission in planes marked with U.S. insignia. He thought
the use of Laotiarl/~ ilots for Duck Soup should be explored. With all the pilots trained
by Water Pump, surely ullivan could find two such individuals. Like Air America personnel,
they should undergo in~nsive aircraft identification training before being sent to Long Tieng. To
_make sure the Laotian, eI8JilOts fully understood the instructions passed to them, Unger
suggested stationing reliable mterpreters in the Vientiane air operations center and with the
forward air guide at Lima Site 36. Lastly, the fonner ambassador said there was no evidence of
Soviet involvement in the airlift; but if their panicipation became evident, all intercepts were
forbidden. 11 8 "

"(S}....The Joint Chiefs reminded Admiral Sharp that uck Sou: had been laid on by the~
"highest authority," and that he and Ambassador Sullivan a come up with a solution,
preferably one not using U.S. personnel. Sharp. however, sided with Sulliv~l.lt:-as better for
American pilots to tackle such a sensitive undertaking than the Laotians~ll an American
pilot was shot down, the admiral felt the chances of his fallin into thewrong hands could be
reduced by enlarging the search and rescue force during all uck Soup- perations.12 -*'
tslMeanwhile, Colonel Tyrrell and General Murphy aCk-to-the-drawing-ooard

session at Udorn, trying to hammer out a plan acceptable to Washington. The air attacM and
deputy commander decided to substitute Bango F-4Cs for the T-28s. The Udorn jets would pull
ground alert beginning at five each evening. allowing _ America time to complete resupply
missions in northeast Laos before having to clear the area. If the Lima Site 36 forward air
controller did not call for a scramble, the F-4s would take off at dusk for an airborne alert in
the general vicinity of Na Khang. If a North Vietnamese transport showed up and sufficient
light remained for a positive identification before making a firing pass, the FAC would call in \
the F-4s. (Tyrrell and Murphy also held that the A-IEs were just as reliable for this type
mission as jets.)13
~fter consulting with Ambassador Sullivan on July 18, Admiral Sharp again stated that

the best solution was to station two T-28s with"'~ericapilots at Long Tieng and to follow
the fonnat sketched out by the ambassador, incluatng the additional SAR forces. Tyrrell's and
Murphy's F-4 proposal was acceptable, since it also included American personneL Sharp thought
it was time for the Joint Chiefs to convince the State Department to modify its objections to ea
America pilots flying intercept missions. The chiefs dropped the impasse into McNamara's lap
in the hope he could talk Secretary of State Rusk into reconsidering.14

~Over the next month, Washington reviewed the intercept problem. On August 24,
Undersecretary of State George W. Ball expressed strong reservations about these missions,

10. (S) Msg. AmEmb Vicntime to SECSTATE. 2079. 100 25. 1965.
11. (S) Msg. SECSTATE to AmEmb Vientiane, 1121,100 30.1965.
12. (S) Msgs, ICS to CINCPAC. 5168. 031650Z lui 65. CINCPAC to AmEmb Vientime. 032317Z lui 65.
13. (S) Msg. AmEmb Vientime to CINCPAC. SECSTATE. 18. Iul 6. 1965.
14. (S) Msg. CINCPAC to ICS. 180035Z lui 65; memo. Blouin to Friedman. Sep 7. 1965.
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See-Saw on the Plain

t>articularly when the last sighting (from a non-American source, at that) had been on June 21.
Furthermore, the Pentagon was troubled over the nwnber of aircraft that would be tied down on
alert. The State Department's stance compelled Sullivan to closely reexamine Duck Soup.
Although enemy transports were spotted on July 15 (several at night), July 25 (two in the late
afternoon), and on August 10 (several at night), he now deemed the flights too few to justify a
full-time alert. The downturn in sightings was partially attributed to poor weather, but GO radars
showed that the North Vietnamese had gone back to flying chiefly at night Since there were no
all-weather interceptors in the theater he could call on, the ambassador sougfit discretionary
authority to trigger Duck Soup when sightings and conditions warranted. He did not say if he
would use the T-28s or F-4s but agreed to keep Washington informed. On September 2, Admiral
Sharp endorsed Sullivan's position. IS

~(S} Three weeks passed with no action on Sullivan's request FmalIy, at theurging of the
JCS, McNamara approached Rusk on September 24. He was told that Sullivan would not receive
this authority because the drops had fallen off and were almost entirely at night State-further 4 ' ,

pointed out that, over the past five months, neither Souvanna nor any other RLG official had
raised the resupply subject with the ambassador. The matter II!ight logically be expected to come
up if the airlift was hurting the Royal Laotian Government} fWi£fH i i

~::Zf:~~~f5)1?ft!t±Ei4WB¥9*9§@ ~;i'#Ai§R] AM •
~;%1~;,!~ , ,.", ..
\'?;~' _ . . . . . .. t ..' ) TItis

information was furnished Sullivan on the 28th, but the State Department wantedhim to
understand it had not closed the door to using America pilots in T-28 intercepts. If enemy
aerial resupply resumed in force, the decision would be reexamined.16

'·'(S),...Sullivan realized that State was set against Duck Soup. In early October, when Maj. Gen.
Quane Rathikone, RLA O1ief of Staff, reported that ll-14s were making occasional daylight
drops in Luang Prabang Province from the general area of Dien Bien Phu, Su11ivan did not ask
for reactivation of the interCepts. Instead, he promised Quane he would see if U.S. strikes could
be cycled against Dien Bien Phu in the hope of catching some of the transports on the ground.
However, when the ambassador sent the information to COMUSMACV, it was in an almost
offhand manner-':"'if Westmoreland had a few spare aircraft he did not have targets for, he might
find it profitable to schedule them against the Dien Bien Phu airfield. 17 .
~~ Duck Soup was not considered again, and an incident in South Vietnam in mid

September may have had a bearing on this, even though the incident was not mentioned in any
State Department cables to Sullivan. Two F-100s made a pass so close to an ICC C-46 that the
startled commission pilot nearly lost control of his plane. The ICC sent a strong protest to
Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge, and the 2d Air Division investigated the matter. Although the
pilots were cleared, State could not understand how Air Force fighters could intercept an aircraft
that had "ICC" stenciled in large letters on the wing and fuselage. If this could happen in the
clear weather and broad daylight of South Vietnam, the chances for mistakes were much higher
in Laos where the weather was poor and there were innwnerable nonmilitary flights, including
two a week between Hanoi and Vientiane. Since the intercepts were limited to the late afternoon
and twilight, the odds against positive identification and for an inadvertent shootdown were far
higher. The near miss in South Vietnam may well have ended any State Department endorsement
of Duck Soup.

15. (S) Msgs, SECSTATE to AmEmb Vientiane, 130, Aug 24.1965, AmEmb Vientiane to SECSTATE. 220, Aug
28, 1965, CINCPAC to JCS, '020537Z Sep 65.

16. (S) Mano, SECDEF to CJCS, subj: Enany Resupply Activity Northern Laos Duck Soup, Sep 24, 1965; msg.
SECSTATE/SECDEF to ArnEmb Vientiane, 192. 5ep 28, 1965.

17. (5) Msg. ArnEmb Vientiane to COMUSMACV. SECSTATE. 330. Oct 4.1965.
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The War in Northern Laos

'(SPf Admiral Sharp thought that back in February he had satisfied Ambassador Sullivan's
need for H-34s, he was too optimistic. In early June, Sullivan told the'DEPCHJUSMAGTHAI,
Col. Jack G. Cornett, USA, that the .. America helicopter fleet needed to be increased to
twenty-six H-34s due to SAR commitments. Nevertheless, the worldwide shortage of these
machines persisted, and those that could be found were costly to maintain. Even if" America
got the helicopters, it had to find qualified flying personnel or train the pilots from' scratch.
Moreover, the required expansion of the airline's Udorn facilities would not be cheap. Cornett
concluded that if the H-34 remained the backbone of the ...America fleet, the U.S. effort in
Laos was in trouble. IS

mTwo USAF CH-3Cs arrived in Thailand on July 5, and Cornett proposed that the embassy
authorize the use of those aircraft for SAR in northern Laos (CH-3Cs had already been approved
for SAR over North Vietnam). Unlike the HH-43s, there was no need to pre-position these two
machines at remote lima sites. If an aircraft was lost in Laos, Cornett envisioned the nearest H-34
or CH-3 flying to the rescue. It would most likely be a CH-3, since one would be on ground alert
at Nakhon Phanom during all planned missions. By using the CH-3s, extra H-34s would not be
needed for - America, which could use the sixteen it had for cargo hauling, and the Udorn
facilities would not require expansion. All told, a lot of Laos MAP funds could be saved.19

\S~ ...Cornett was well aware of Sullivan's reluctance to use the Air Force and his high esteem
for __America. He admitted that the airline pilots that had been there for some time knew the
area better than their USAF counterparts, but training and orientation flights could overcome this
handicap. Moreover, new MIS America pilots were no different than USAF types; both came to
Laos without local experience and both had to learn the country. Admiral Sharp at once threw
his weight behind Cornett. At a July 9 meeting between embassy and deputy chief personnel,
Vientiane's representatives sided with the military.20

....(S}Even though country team members opted for USAF SAR helicopters in Laos, Ambassador
Sullivan still preferred" America. He realized that sooner or later he would have to .accept
USAF HH-43s and/or CH-3s for SAR in this area on a "first-come, first-served basis;" but before
giving in on this touchy subject, the ambassador wanted Washington's guidance. In the interim,
he discussed the matter at Udorn with Colonel Cornett and Lt. Gen. Paul S. Emrick, PACOM
Chief of Staff. They agreed that, for the time being, the final decision would be left hanging.
Sullivan also accepted an interim limit of twenty-one for the H-34s.21

\:0$).Two HH-43s and two CH-3Cs were at Nakhon Phanom, two HH-43s were at Udorn,
and six HH-3s were due to arrive in Thailand during September and October. As soon as the
crews for the HH-3s were checked out, the HH-43s and CH-3s would be withdrawn from
Thailand. Wanting to "explore all alternatives," Washington asked Sullivan to clarify if these
Thai-based USAF helicopters would do SAR from bases in 11la.iland and land in Laos just to
refuel or would they stand ground alert at various lima sites. If the latter were the case,
Washington wanted to know what sites were involved, what the risks of exposure were•.if it
would be wiser to limit the Air Force to flying SAR only in Steel Tiger and North Vietnam, and
ifSouvanna had been consulted or his permission obtained for USAF rescue operations in northern
Laos?22

18. (S)Msg, DEPCIDUSMAGTHAI to CINCPAC. 070900z lui 65. In this message, Colonel Cornett repeated to
Admiral Sharp a cable he had sent to Ambassador Sullivan.

19. (5) Ibid.
20. (5) Ibid; msgs. CINCPAC (Adm Sharp) to AmEmb Vientiane (Amb Sullivan). 072228Z lui 65.

DEPCIDUSMAGfHAI to CINCPAC, 091205Z lui 65.
21. (S) Msgs. AmEmb Vientiane to SECSTATE. 21, lui 13. 1965, AmEmb Vientiane (Amb Sullivan) to CINCPAC

(Adm Sharp), 130711Z lui 65.
22. (S) Msg. SECSTATE/SECDEF to AmEmb Vientiane, 56, lui 21, 1965.
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J LJ JUlIll.11I1111I1I1I till I i11111.1I1. 1IIIIIlf ••·• .

RANGE ~OULD INC~UOE MOST F-q AIRCRAFT PRODUCED 3ET~EE~1966 AND
19&9. .

O. THE PHJTJ (PAR' 5, REF A) CORRELATES TJ CAPT~I~ ~AVIO L.
HRDLICKA, REFNO 008~. IN 18 ~AY &5, A~ F-10S AIRCRAFT PILOTED 6Y
CAPTAI~ HROLICKA. liAS HIT· SY GROUND FI~E ttlijILE O~ER HJUAPHAN
PROVINCE, LAOS. CA~TAI~ HROLIC~A' PARACHUTED FRJ~THE llRCRAFT
~NO LA~~ED I~ TrlE VICINITy OF' GRID COJROIN'TES ~H180S33. HE WAS
JB3ERVED 8El~G ~€O· 'I'IAY By' INDIVIDUALS tiHQ "ERE I~ PtE IM.'-tEDIATE .
AREA OF HIS LANOI~G. SEVERAL MONTHS LATER, A PORT CA?TURE
?HJT~GRAPH OF CAPTALN H~ALICKA APPEARED IN PRA~OA, A ~JSCJW

~E~SPAPER. IN JULY 1966, THE NE~SPAPER QUAD OJ! TrlA~ )AN
FEATURED A STORY J~ HIS CAPTURE. ALSJ, 4 TAPE. RECJRDIN:i. MADE ay
CAPTAIN HRALICKA ~43 BRJAQCAST THE SA~E ~O~TH. S~aSE]U~NT.
REPORTS ALLEGE TH4T CAPTAIN HRALICKA. NAS HELD I~ CAVES Uf THE
VICINITY OF BAN ~AK'Y TEU eVH198551l AND BAN NAKAf NEJA .
(YH1975721 AND O·lED OF \tA~NUTRITION. r:.A.m IN H3Q' TCI(' IS STILL
UNAkCQUNTEQ FOR. T~E P~OTO OBSERVED IN~ ~JSEJ~ ~AS 3EEN SEEN
BEFORE. DURING T~E 8-9 APR 91 JOINT INVESTIG~TIJN, TiE TEAM .,
INTERVIEWED ~IT~ESSES ~~o EXA~I~EO A. CEMETERy A~O CAVE. 'SSOCIATED
~ITH CAPTAI~ HR)LIC(A'S CJNFt~E~E~T. ALrH~UG~ THE I~FJ~~ATI0N

OBTAINEO IS GENER'L~~ CJNSISTEMT ~tTH PREVIOUS ~EPJRT3 CORRELATED
TO THIS CASE, TiE T~A~ ~OCATEO MO EVIOENCE IMOIC~Tt~G CAPTAIN
HRDLICKA'S F~TE. -
1W

2. FOR AFMPC: THIS EY~~U4TIO~ ~~y 3E RELEASEJ TJ T~E 4PPRQPRIATE
~OK UPON RE"10YALI JF ~ Ll. OTHER NA \1ES. SA:'lI T1ZED COP IE 3 JF Rt:F A ~ILL

BE FQR~ARDEO SEPA~4TELY.11
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