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-l. DURING THE PATHET LAO MEQ NEW YEAR CELEBRAT 10N OF' 1966
VHICH FELL BETWEEN 28 DECE[4BER 1966 AND 3 JANUARY 1967, FOUR -
AMERICAN PILOTS WERE DISPLAYED FOR PROPAGANDA PIRPOSES IN Bay v

,PQNG LONG (V‘{ 1262).~ DURING THE HALF HOWR THAT THE' PILOTS VERE

- ON DI?PLAY, A PATHET LAO VdOPAGAHDIST EXH.AIHED TO'THE UILLAGE'%S .

SANITIZED, GOPY. .- -y
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:: THAT THE PILOTS VOWD NOT BE KILLED, BUT WOULD BE mﬁ .FOR Phtsémzn
. .EXCHANGE AFTER ‘THE START OF PEACE NEGOT IAT 1OWS, THE - -FILOTS APPEARED
-0 T0BE IN GOOD.HEALTH AND VILLAGERS SAL} THEY HAD RECEIVED. GoOD
'g'-'-' . TREATMENT; THEY wzaz GETTING MILK AID OTHER FOODS TO mucu THEY -
| 0‘ VERE Accuswmo. THE FROPAGANDIST TOLD THE VILLAGERS THE PILOTS'
i{Ol mw:é BUT sar "'VANG nzu com.n NOT REMEMBER THEM. 5:'-." .
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DET: ILS ON THE DISPATCH OF CAPTURED PILOTS TO PRISONER OF WaR

(FOW) CLMPS AT SEVERAL LOCATIONS IN THE NORTHERN SECTOR 0F THE
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INFORMET 10N ON AMERICANS MISSING OR KILLED JN ACTION WILL EVER

BE RELEASED SO LONG 4S THE u.S, GOVERNMENT REFUSES To 4B1DE BY

TKE PROVISIONS CF TAE PARIS AGREEMENT T0 HEAL THEWOUNDS OF

WAR, ANJ THZ 17 POINTS INCLUDE D IN FoRMER PRESIDENT RICHARD K,

N ] X 0 NS LETTER T0 SRV PRESINENT Toh DUC T K 4 N G,
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'DOI .. JUNE -.28 SCPTE%AcR 1969

SU2JECT  LOCATION OF A PRISON HOUSING LAD IRMATES
SOUTHEAST -OF THE ROUTES 911/9113 JURCTION IN
KHAMAOUANGE PROVENCE |

. ’
] -

ACQ LAOS, VIEXTIANE /27 OCT 65/ .

+ SOURCE

1. AS OF 28 SEPTEXBER 1569, A PRISON LOCATED 3N A CAVE
G THE NORTH FACE OF A KARST FORWATION /PHA THAPACHOR/ AT
,VE BESS, APPROXIAATELY 13 KILOMETERS SOUTHEAST OF THE
ROUTES S11/8113 JUNCTION IN KHAMNOUANE PROVINCE, HOUSED .
32 LAD INMATES. PRIOR TO JUNE 1969, SIX AHERICAN AIRMEN
HAD “SEEN IKTERRED IN THE PRISOS.. IN JUNE, THE SIX INTERHEES
VEKE SENT TO HAY0I, PRIOR TO THIS TIXE, THE PRISON HAD '

ALSO BEEN UTILIZED AS A TEWPORARY WAY STATION FOR OTHER
FOREIGH CAPTIVES IN BOUALAPHA oxsmxctL Mcomﬁm.

IN BID=-JUNE 19€9, A RELIABLEE L
LEARKED FROM A SEWIOR PATHET LAO OFFICER THal THE ABOVE

LI P

PRISCN HOUSED A TOTAL OF |7 FGRLIGN AIRMERN, INCLUDING 2
APPROVED’.FQR RELEASE

£ g &

AU rils A
AR A SN )
R LA
-

— u\w ,_ .,,,“I.l-au_ VO

S

4

3 .

2 . . Date ...t .Wpicae.aae

1 ) .
°

A ' Fiuvian) idim ronh alﬂ

. REPORT NO. C5-311/10032-69
COUNTRY LAOS ' DATE OIS/, NOVEMBER 1969

-
*
.

-0 wal

STAYE | bua : [ cas e
7 [- L l Az MV _rNAVT I A!I J NSA | (4 13 _L (Far Field Distihyfian see Lol reragrank)

L 7Y 1as

~
-

- —— d@o,ﬂl\‘/\
s




-RIERICANS, THREE THAIS AND Two FILIPINOS, SEE ms-s:.‘/onno-”./\
-co:msr. SOURCE VAS UNABLE TO LEARN NOV THE rorzies L
AIRTEN NERE TRASSPORTED TO MANOL./
2. THE PRISON COIPOUND VAS ENCLOSED BY WOOD AND vIRE
feucma AMD TRENCHES PROTECTED THE FRONT PERINETER.
e PRINARY PURPOSE OF TYZ TREUCHES VAS TO PROVIDE CLOSEZ-IS
'CEFENSE SHOWLD IT BECOAC usczssmv. AB §1-HAH GUARD .
‘FoRCE, COTNAKDED BY LIEVTENART X O ¥ G, VAS RESPONSIBLE
FR THE ISNER SECURITY or ru: PRISO® COMPOUND, THE FORCE .
MAISTAINED A TWO-TAN, FOURHOUR DULY ROSTER TVESTY-POUR
. OURS A DAY, THE TVO GUARDS STOOD THEIR POSTS AT A QUARD
HOUSE LOCATED NEAR THE FRONT GATE. EACH GUARD WAS ARMED,
SECURITY OUTSIDE THE CGAPOUED VAS MAINTAIMED BY A PATHET
LAO UNIT COMTAHDED BY B OU MK E U T He
3. THAEE NORTH VIETNAMESE ADVISORS, LIEUTEBANT 0xb

REUAG,ONGT ON GAXD ONG T X U C, LIVED IN THE

. PRISON COMPOUED, IN ADDITION TO THEIR ADVISORY DUT IES,

'THE THREE COWDUCTED A POLITICAL REEDUCATION COURSE FOR THE
PISMERS., : . . - ' _
i ' 4. TIREE MEALS, COUSISTING MAILLY OF RICE, VERE
saiuzn‘oan.v AT 0700, 1280 AND [763 HOURS., TKE RICE,
oarazned rrow viLasers [N s cox2 -
"BY THE IXDIVIDUAL PRISONZRS. THE GUARDS COHSURED THEIR

nears viILe sTaosng oury. [ cosvexT. Guanos
RECSIVED 7a@ PATHET LAO XIP MOMTHLY. THERE VAS NO FAAILY

SUSSISTENCE ALLOVAHCE./
s QI comzvr. anaLYsIS OF PHOTOGRAPHY DATED 9
A3 24 SIPTESZER AND 16 OCTOSER 1S69 REVEALED THE FOLLOYING
PCTIVITY 18 THE VICINITY CF THE REPORTED BAN THAPACHON
NE 8365/ PRISOR=
. AN ACTIVE TRALL DEPARTS ROUTE 91 AT V€
T LTARS O APOSER : L E—GAVE—ATWI 177
ARGUND THE WESTERY EDGE ur THE KARST TO ANOTKIR POSSISLE
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¢ VEERETEE————E L. 4 IR . - - vl ""i :
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\\ . . Lf
cn'w: EXTRANCE AT VE 873c50, THE TRAIL CONTIRUES EAST ALono ST
'ruz\noarnm FACE OF THE KARST ro Al AREA OF conczutnr:n
mx*‘mv AT VE sams. ST e e f-;;‘.a- i -"
. Ba HEAVY FCOT TRAIL mxvm mou-m THE sast ' - i
: OF THE! KARST AT WE £8G049 1"CICATES A POSSIBLE CAVE

mua&§ AT THIS LOCATION., THE AREA IN FRONT OF THE
POSSIBLE| CAVE ENTRANCE APPEARS TO BE EHCLOSED BY POSSIBLE
FENCES ow THE EAST ALD WE'™ SIDES, EXTENDING FRO TNE BAST
® THE m\sr TO TME EDGE JF-THE RIVER, - THE UNDERBRUSH
,mms TO'HAVE BFE3 CLEARED FROM BEMEATH THE TREE CANOPY
ETWEER THE. WARST AED THE RIVER. POSSIBLE TAEKCHES VERE |
OBSERVED LWMEDIATELY I8 FRONT OF TIE POSSISLE CAVE'ERTRANCE.
(OYE SYALL WUT VAS VISTELE GN THE RIVER'S EDGE AT VE 286031,
"* & SWALL ROV CROP PLOTS WERE OBSERVED ALONG THE
'SOUTH BANK OF THE RIVER AT [ 883581, VE 883230, AND
\E £23032, LIGHT VEHICULAR TRACKING VAS VISIELE LEADING .
T#0_A POSSIBLE THUCK PARK/QFFLOADING POINT ON THE NORTH . .
BANK OF THE RIVER AT %E 883501 A FOOT TRAIL FORDS TME.
RIVER AT THIS POINT T0 LINK UP UITH THE MAIN EAST~VEST
TRAJL RUNNING ALOKG THE NORTHERN FACE OF THE KARST.

& FIELD DISSEM. STATS ARMY AIR USYACY 7N AIR
roce crxcpac PacrLT arPac Pacar Tra/ux? [EEEEEEID
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e AND L et REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
TOM HARKIN, 1OWA °

. J. ANGUS MAC DONALD
284 LY, CALIF, .. Bouse of Repregentatives

(202) 225-5745
SELECT COMMITTEE ON MISSING PERSONS ’
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

Roou 3334, House OFFICE BUILDING ANNEX 2
tHaghington, W.C. 20515

NINETY-FOURTH CONGRESS
G. V. MONTGOMERY, MISS., CHAIRMAN -

i

2ly March 1976
Chuck:

Attached is the memo for the record of an interview I
conducted with Vang Pao. I'm sending a copy of the interview
to Vang Pao te be certain it is an accurate account of what
he said; to the CIA agent who accompanied him; and to the
CIA. s
The two reports on live American prisoners or collaborators
are clearly of most importance to the Select Committee.

Vang Pao is utterly convinced of the validity of both

cases.

We would like an evaluation of these two reports and, if -
possible, a track record of attempts to verify these reports.

We would also be interested in any comments you may have on
other items included in the interview..

Thanks.

.'-'/)
-/

57/25
Job Dittberner ) :j
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EVALUATION OF INFORMATION PROVIDED EY
GENERAL VANG PAO -

On, 18 March 1976, General Vang Pao presented his views on various
aspects of the U.S. PW/MIA subject as it pertaing to Laos and
provided information he considered reliable on two reports con-
cerning live Americans.

In his first report, Vang Pac stated that from two independent
gsources, he learned in March—-April)l 1975 of a single American
who was last seen near Lak Sao in Khammouane Province, Laos.

fle sald the American was being held by the Vietnamese, who he
thought were keeping the Amexican because of his technical
expertise. Vang Pao further stated that he attempted a heli-
copter rescue opearation of this American, involving his
transporting an agent to a location near Lak Sao. This agent,
who was to rescue the American and return with him to the
rendezvous point, never returned to the agreed location. Later
in the conversation, he stated that, except for the one American
sighted near Lak Sao, no Americans were alive in Laos. e
As a result of this report, contact was established with a
former USDAQ Vientiane official who provided the actual f£acts
surrounding the incident. This official, who was deeply in-
volved in the Charles Dean and Neil Sharman case, selected an
agent to penetrate the suspected location vhere Dean and Sharman”
were being held (Lak Sao/Kham Keut area) in approximately
February 1975. This agent was tasked to investigate and determine
whether the two indiwiduals were there. After receiving proper
authority for the agent dispatch, the agent was taken to General
Vang Pao in Military Region II. From there, he and another
agent were taken by helicopter to a rewmote Lao Government out-
post within two-three days walking distance of the suspected
detenticn facility. To the recollection of the former USDARO
official, the dispatch occurred in late February or early’

March 1975. The agent was to raturn no later than thirty davs
after dispatch. The USDAO official departed Vientiane in -’
April 1875, and to the best of his knowledge, the agent had

not returned prior fo that time. In fact, to date, no infor-
mation has been received which would indicate that this agent
ever returned to friendly control.
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Vang Pao‘'s allegation that the American was being held by the

Vietnamese and was beling used for his technical sxpertisze to

defuse mines and hombs was totally fabricated based on known

- facts. It is known that Dean and Sharman were captured and
held by the Pathet Lao, not the Vietnamese, and that Dean and

Sharman would certalnly have no ability to defuse mines and

bonmhs. Furthexrmore, the agent dispatch was for the purpose

of agcertaining whether or not Dean. and Sharman werd in the

guapected area, and was not, as Vang Pao stated, geared toward

a rescue attempt.

tHis second revort concerned an allegation that from 8-10 young
american pilots were being held by the Vietnamese. .

Vang Pao believed that the Americans “broke” under Vietnamesge
pregsures and promised cooperation in exchange for survival

and increased comforts. According to Vang Pao, their cooper-
ation primarily involved technical knowledge relating to.
defusing unexploded ordnance, and it was further suggested

that these Americans could be uged for their technical knowledge
of American tactics.

vang Pao stated that the Vietnamese moved the Americans to
locatlons where the need for defusing was greatest, i.e., San
Neuda, along the Ho Chl Minh Trail, and possibly on the Plaine--—
des Jarxes.

Vang Pao stated that he was certain that this group was belng
held, and that there were "many, many reports” he thought which
related to this group. e stated that the reports were re-
caived during the tire frame of 1968 to 1975. The last known .-
location of this groupr was alleged to be at 3am Heuva in 1973.

Regarding this second report, there 1s absolutely no factual
data to substantiate Vang Pao's information. It is considered
gignificant that Vang Pac's first mention of this group of
Americans was during a 16 January 1574 conversation with
Congressman Benjamin A. Gilman (Rep ~ N.Y.) in view of the fact
that he claimed that he had recelved reports relating to ghis
group ae early as 1568.

Subsequent investigation by U.S. Embassy personngl of Vang Fao's .-
allegations revealed that a meuber of his household ztaff had
obtained the information in early January 1974 f£rom an un--
identified Pathet Lao source in Vientiare. This unidentified
source alleged that in Hovembexr 1973 he had personally observed
Americans working with the Norxth Vietnamese near the Demili-
tarized Zoae separating North and South Vietnam. The source
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further alleged that the Americans were not restrained in any
manner. Vang Fao stated that he might have additional infor-
wation within the feollowing two months. However, he was unable
to contact the source or substantiate the information. More-
ovaer, on 17 Octaber 1973, Vang Pao told a visiting National
Leaque of Families Delegation in Vientiane that™he beliaeved it
possible that tha North Vietnamese may still be holding some
Amerlcan prisoners in Horth Vietnam. DBut he stated that this
weg only his opinion, and that he had no firm information to
substantiate his heliefs.

It is noteworthy that the report Vang Pao provided during his
March 1976 intexview contalned information that he haé not pro-
vided to Rep. Gilman in their January 1974 meeting. For example,
in 1974, Vang Pao had stated that the Americans were being ex~
ploited to gain technical information; hewaver, he had not made
reference to their breaking under Vietnamese pressure and
collaborating by defusing ordnanoce. Furthermore, he had- not
previously mentioned his recent allegations that the Americans
nad been cemployed in Sam NHeua and were last known to have been
there in early 1%73., As has bhean the casa in the past, Vang
Pao could not provide any firxm evidence to substantiate hia

new information.

There are several known facts which would tend to further dis>™
credit Vang Pao's information.

1. He stated that the last known location of the group of
american pilots was in Sam Heua in 1973. However, Mr. Emmet .
¥Yay, U.S. Civilian, who was captured on 7 May 1973, was noved
into the Sam Heua area on 1l June 1973 and was held in three -
dlfferent locations in the area until his release on 18 Sep~
tenber 1974. If a2 group of 8-10 Americans had been in Sam
Neua in early 1973, Mr. Kay would, in all probability, hava
heard something about them. However, Mr. Kay stated that he -
had no information concerning other U.S. personnel being held
in Laos. . -

2. Vang Pao stated that the group of Americans were pillots.
However, it is extremely unlikasly that pillots would he techni-
cally qualified to defuse ordnance. All availabkls information .
indicates that no U.S. PWg werce aver explolited, or even approached,
for the purposc of personally utilizing their technical skills
for the enemy. Tor the most part, the U.5. PWs cxperienced
limlited interrogations regarding their technical knowledge.

3. It is also highly unlikely that the North Vietnamease
would be moving and utilizing American priscners in Laos.
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Vang Pao nevar mentionad, in any of his allegations, where the
allegod prisoners had been captured. However, information pro-
vidad by U.S8. returnees during Operation Homecoming indicated
~that U.5. personnel captured in North Vietnam were kept in that
country until they were released; similarly, the nine U.S. per-
sonnal and the Canadian who were captured in Lagg ware all
captured by North Vietnamese forces. They were all.movad as
expeditiously es posaible into North Vietnam for detention and
aleso remained there until their release in Hanoi.

4, Although not specifically related to Vany Pao's report,
there were several reports alleging to the detention of from
onc to aine U.S, PWs in the Panhandle region of Laos during
tha late 1973 to early 1975 time frame. Subsequent polygraph
exaninations determined that most of these reportsz waere fabri-
cated, Hone of these revorts made any reference to U.S. PWg
performing any type of technical operation.

In view of the above-~mentioned remarks and the fact™that Vang
Pao has been known to provide unsubstantiated, and perhaps
embellishaed or fabricated information in the past, there is.
no evidence to lend any cradence to hig report regarding the
alleged 8-10 American pilots.

Other esaspects of the PW/MIA prospects in Laos
that Vang Pao discussed

~—~ Vang Pao's statement that the North Vietnamese &ictated that

all American prisoners captured by the Pathet Lao he turned .-
over to Koxth Vietnam is not borne ocut Ly the facts. Although
such a pelicy may have existed. in theory, there ia no evidencs
that it was carxied out in practice. Throughout tha ycars of
U.S. involvement in Lacs, 13 U.S. personnel wers known to .
have been captured and held by the Pathet Lao and not turned
over to the Horth Vietnamesa. . = '

On the subjsct of record keeplng, Vang Pac stated that the
Pathet Lao were powerless and utterly dependent on the Korth
Vietnamese. Furthermore, he expressed douht that thers was
any record keeping among the Pathet Lao. His statement that -
there was no record keeping is not eantirely true. It is
reagsonable to believe that the Pathet Lao kept records,
however limited they might be, on some of their prigoners,
particularly those held in the Sam Neua area. However,
reliable information indicates that the Pathet Lao, in all
crohability, did not have an organirzed system or a reguire-
ment to account for enemy perscennel or maintain records on
cragh or gravesltes.

. 4 -
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-~ Vang Pao's statement that there are no prigoners held at this
time in Sam Neua is helieved to be true. He went on to say
that »risoners were not generally kept at Sam Neua, but that
some may have been there for a few days on their way to North
Vistnam. And he repeatedly emphasized that it was the Viet-
namese, not the Pathet Lao, wvho kapt zall prismoners. In
responsgse to his remarks, it is known that the Sam Neua area
vas the only permanent detention facility holding U.S.
prisoners., Three U.S. prisonerg were known to have been held
in Sam Neua and detained by the Pathet Lao, not the North
Vietnamese. The nine U.S. and one Canadian whc were cap-
tured in Laos=, moved to Hanoi, and released during Cperation
liomegoning were all captured by the North Vietnamese, and
none of them was evaer held at Sam Heua.

~—- DIA agrees with Vang Fao that reports mentioning €0~100
american prisoners or 160-200 Amexricans held by the Pathet
Lao in Laos are not plausible. It was further suggested
that claims on the above-mentioned scale made by:the Pathet
Lao before "Operation Pomecowing” may have iadicated that
the Pathet Lao knew of large numbers of American prisoners
in North Vietnam, and identifying themselwves with their
Vietnamese allies, spoke of American prisoners in North
Vietnar as "oeur prisgonexrs." In actuazlity, the source of
the report of 60-190 pxisoners (John Everingham) was de- .-
briefed and admitted his information was a fabrication, '
and the report wmentioning 160-200 Americans (Reverend Paul
D. Lindstrom) had absolutely no lkasis in fact.

-~ Then asked whether it was Pathet Laoc practice to kill
Anmericans thiey had captured, Vang Pao stated that he had
no information on this hut doubted it was a practice. There
1s no evidence to confirm or deny the nxistence of a Pathet
Lao prolicy to kill captured Americans. DIA feels that it
was not the genesral practice of the Pathet Lao to kill )
Americansg they captured which is evidenced by the fact that
a2 small number of U.S. personnel known to have béen held by
the Pathet Lao were not killed. Howeéver, this does not
discount the noszibility that there may have bean isolated
instances in which sone U.S. personnel could have been cap-
tured and k¥illed.

-~ Vang Pso said he heaxd no reports of Americans heing in
remote villages in Laos and spoke of the difficulties of
sheexr survival. NIA agrees with this statement.

-~ ®When asked about the posslibility of American prirzoners leing
held ir South China as repeatelly reported by Heverend
Lindstrowm, Vang Fao said he could not sneak with authority

5
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on this matter, since it was outside of Military Region II,
but he had no information on Americans heing taken there.
There is, in fact, no information which would confirm rumors
that American prisoners are being held in South China, and
there has naever been a socuxce of such runors or raports wio
could provide any proof of this.

~- Vang Pao stressed the great difficulties in locdting and
~investigating crashsitaes, and his asgertion is true. Sone

of thae factors involved in the difficult task of locating
crashsites in Laos are the environment of the karst and
junglae terrain, lack of definitive crashsite lecationg,
passage of time, and most important, the Pathet Lao un-
willingnesa to allow teams to laocate and inveatigate
craahsites.

~-=- Vang Pao's commaents pertaining to the more unlikely prospects
of finding remains are probably realistic viewsn of the
slituation in Laa=.

-~ Vang Pao's final remarks concerned SAR (Search and Rescue)
efforts in his region of Laos. He gpoke of successiul
operations and the conditions that made rescue impossible
at some times. As a general comment pertaining to all of
Southeast Asia, there were massive efforts to rescue every
crewnember who was shot down or-lost. For axample, the
Alr Force Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Scrvice made more
than 2,750 rescuezs under hostile conditions and an additional
1,328 xescues in nonhostile areas of Southaast Asla.
lowaver, there vere occasions when such factors zs hostile

fire, inclement weather conditions, or heavily jungled -

terrain precluded successful rescue efforts.
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REFs VIENTIANE 5354

1. AS OF 1673 HOURS JULY 23 ,'4AS STILL NOT CQVTACTZD A 7
EMBOFF. WE WILL MAXE YO FURTHER TF7CRT TO COMTACT HIM,
2. HOWEVER, IF ~- D0S5 CCUIACT UYS WF PLAN TO TELL HIM a
THAT WE HAVE RECEIVED FIMAL x\,rqdurxovs FROM WASHINGTOM
STATING THAT CQMNTACT ¢MUST 3E 4£DE “ITH AMZMBASSY VIENTIANE a3
THAT N0 FURTHER CCMIACIS SHOULD 8% MADE HZRE ON THIS MATTER.

3. THIS IS _CONSISTZNT WITH THZ FACTS AND WITH WHAT WE £9
HAVE TOLL IM THE PAST. ALSO THIS ‘4ILL PROTECT Rﬂ@ o
FACT THAT CQNrACY HAS ALREADY =EZY MADE IN VIENTIANF IF /19
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TO0 KUEHC/SZCSTATE WASHGC

INFO RUMJIR/AMENBASSY SAIGON

RUMJFS/AMEMBASSY VIENTIAUE L

R KM SMVA/COMUSHACY ~ CAPTI NE oo

RUFNCR/USDEL PARIS B/3- 1 BT v e Ly

MRS HAND IN CF Tresn

MACY FOR _JCINT PRISJNEﬁfﬁECGQEWYdCENTER 1

PORTIQUS WITHIELY 48 ¢ AR
SUBJECTs PRISC{ERS OF WAR (JEeminih

ﬂ-.(:':—.' M OHRMATED
{( )MATERIAL NON-RELEVANT 7O &0 8 DCLEAED -
REF: A. STATE S011¢ Hrl*”fndl e 05
B. BANGKOK €431
AY 1. EMBASSY GFFICER MET WITH "~ JUNE 16 AND DISCUSSED

FURTHER FROPOSAL TO RECGVER AMERICAN PRISCHERS BEING KELD IV
54M WEUA PROVIWNCE CF LACS. ENMBOFF TCLD rIM THAT WE FOUND IT
,DIFFICULT TO BELIzVE THAT “RIS”LEH: CCULD B8& BROUGHKT CUT AS
T ~ 913D EARLIER PROPCSED BECAUSS CF PATIET LAO AND NORTH
VieTwaneSE PCLICY CW PhIaCNEPuo ~SAID THAT TRIS DID NCT
' COMCERI PAST PL POLICY NGNETHLESS 11 WAS DIFFICULT TC CCHCEIVE
OF SITUATICN W.ERE NORTH VIETNAMESE WCULD BE UNAWARE OF EXISTECE
OF CaAMP AWD. FROM WHAT WE KWEY THEY WCULD NOT LET AMERICAN PRISCHERS
HELD THERE BE REMOVED VWITHKCUT A FIGHTe. IT WAS THE DANGER TrAT
SUCH{ A FIGHT POSED FOR THE PRISONERS THEMSELVES WHICH WORRIED US
/,ﬁ- M0ST ABOUT —_PROPOSAL AND WITHOUT MORE INFORMATION CH
UHAT HE AND His LAOTIAN FRIEHND HAD IN MIND IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE
FOR US TO AUTHORIZE ANY MILITARY OR SEMI-MILITARY OPERATION TO
FREE TIEM. EMBOFF REITERATED THAT THE BEST WAY FOR US TO OBTAIH
THIS INFORMATION WOULD BE TC PUT LAC PRINCE IN DIRECT CONTACT
WITH AMERICAN AUTHCRITIES Y“i:C HAD EXPERTISE IN THE FIELD. EM3CFF
- ZMPHASIZED THAT HE WAS HOT SUALIFIEZD TO MAKE ANY JUDGEMENT CN THE
/el PROPO SAL AND SUGGESTED THAT 'TRY AGAIN TO PERSUDAE KIS
FRIEND TO ESTABLISM DIRECT CCiiact WITH THE PEOPLE WHO COULD.

2 N
\'—,\\:'

Aq 24 .. SAID. THAT HE DOUSTED THAT IT wOLD DO MUCH GOOD TIC
HAVE KIS FRIEND TALK TO A({IERICAN AUTHORITIES SINCE PRINCE W:S
CNLY PASSING OH INFCRMATION WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN T0 HIM BY hIGH-
K§ RANKING PL OFFICIAL (IDENTIFIED AS " 1 PHONETIC)
T W%O WOULD ACTUALLY BE PE:PO?SIBLE FOR SEL1MG” THAT THE PRISOMERS
CR"""

WENE) - o .

-~ ./

-s‘_' *:

D ,’ .“ L_! , o4
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STAL 0 LLCVED FRCH T'E ChLE £3CFF CrCE 53AL
38 [APCSSIBLE FCR LS. 7C rJYWC?I;_ CFEATICI
IHFIREATION lCJ AVAILASLE &0 THAT THREIFZ3:Z

TEFAT SEZNED AVAILASLE WAST RY DEVELOPING "3k
TfH)JGn FRIWCE SiNCE DIRECT ,C..ACT’E SIEER Al

T4AT IT WOULD
ASI3 C7% SCANTY
2 8iLY PC33IBLEI COURSE

SA
CH
INFORIATICON

deTuAN AND FL

A9 OFFICISL WERE 93VICUSLY IMPCSSIOLE. JSAID THAT MZ WOULD
TRY TC S0UVIGCE (1S FRIEDD ©F 1+E UECESSITY OF THIS.

A9 3. I SUBJEICT OF REFORT " 4AD ZARLIZR GLVEN ENSOFF THAT

FIUZ (R SIX ANERICAIS VERE 2EIVGELD BY VAS
AT WwEISTERW LA0S, . (81D THAT HE JIAD HEAAD

TRIBESHEY IN NORTH-
FR01 0il OF THE TJP

WEN HE 46D ASEED i€ Chzfx [0 GAVTER AMD HAD 3EEY [UFCRMEID Tk

TAZRE a& NZTLIG 7C Teg 5T20Y, YE SUGGISTID, HOW:VER; THMT TE

WAL LEVIL rE HEAXD FRC HIS CTHER SCURE VIFCRE DICIOING InITiis

OR NCT T2 DROP TIE HATTER CJ.IPLETELY.

4. S0xMINTs THE SCEJARIC IZ RESCUE CF TEE AJERICAW PRISONIRS

IN 3AN HEUA GROWS HCORE CCIFLICATED WITH E4SCH MZETING A5 T BEC:IUIS
A9 MORT ALD WI3E APPAhENT TN _I4FCRIATION KAS PaS3:Dd

TAXOUG., PAUY MOUTHS BEFORE REACHLGG HIM, IT EEMS LINELY 7447
EVz IF HZ 13 ABLE TO CGHVYILINCE HIS LAOTUAN FRZIND THAT HE siCC LJ
LJT\JL_uh DIRECT coHTACT WITH AMZRICAR AUTHIRITIS, WHICH 50:is [ [T
SETl LinziY, THE PRINCE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO E[NLIGHTZH US 70 3
MUCA GR EAIE? EXTENT. CH RATHER MEAGER IHFOR“QTION AVAILAJLE r:-:

AS  APPEaRsS T  PEFEKRED T0 MAY BT
YA .
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8l C : . JER B
ACTION: SS»45 . A :

INFO. OCT-@] SS0-88 NSCE-28 CCOrB0 ry946 W _

veecescecenevrscnenas:  $22943:

R 2319 JUL 71 ‘

FM: AMEMBASSY VXENYIANE!‘

TO SECSTATE WASHODC 3993. :

INFO' AHEMBASSY BANGKOK _ i

CINCPAC y _ -

AMEMBASSY SAIGON .

'PW- FOR SIENERTS
CINCPAC FOR POLAD =

-
SUBJECT! LAOS: POR/HIAS | . 7
REF? VIENTIANE: 5354. (NOTALY ’
N ' b
I+ CIRCUMSTANCES OF! N _ _ -
DISCLOSURE THAT HE Was [ ~JCONTACY IN LAOS ARE

AS  FOLLOWSe AT SOCIAL EVENT AT S. HOME .LAST NIGHT, _
CHIEF: OF  POLITICAL SECTION (HOWLAND? TOLO

THAY HE HAD. RECENTLY SPENT ONE HOUR. DISCUB51NG POH/HIA
QUEBTION FRUITLESSLY WITH LPF. VXENWIANEIREP SOTH! PHETRASY"®
AND: HAD REACKED’ CONCLUB!ONlAFTERHARDS THAY NO. PROGRESS.
COULD: BE- MADE! ON: THIE ISSUE: SINCE ALL! POWS: HAD PROBABLY"
BEEN REMOVED’ FROM- LADS. AND. TURNED,QVER T0: NORTH:
YIETNAMESE, WHO: NOW CONTROL!THEHkL

IHHEDIATELV OBJECTED" AND: SAXD THAT" THIRTY AMERICAN! g
POWHS' ARES STILL!LEFT IN' LROB» LO'&IED INSSHALLI TOWN OF:

MUONG: PDOUN (VN SP461 NEAR! ABANDONED" AIRSTRIP: (L=68, VH: S2&D)
AT MUONG 80} (VH'SE&!)@ .

2+ HOWLAND THEN! REPLIED! THAT SOME' MONTHS. AGO THAI
NATIONAL' IN. BANGKOK: HAD: APPROACHED EMBASSY OFFICER: HITH
SIMILAR STORY' TNVOLVING! TOWN: OrlHUONG SpI BUT THAT HE: HAD
NOT PLACED- MUCH! CREDENCE: IN. HIS STORYe| FOOK

0/
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- PAGEI 2. VIENTI: ©5378. 231322Z. , S
HOHLAND ASIDE! AND! SAID! THAT" ABOUT s:x HQNIHB‘AGO; A.
couszNIOFtHxS ‘ cAHExTo VIENNIANEl
TO! SUBGEST: THAT BECAUSE! OFI[_ JEXCELLENTCONTACTS: .

INt SAMI NEUA. PROVINCEY HE(EQULD:PROSaBLr -BEF ABLEL'TOC °*
OBTAINI INFO!.ON: AnsRaCANIPous:g@@¢uucouLeseexaa5seo:te«'
UGG: FOR! UBE! IN' REGCUEI ORERATIONSS, = - YOLDI'HIS!
COUSINI HEI WASCGERTAIN HE&OOULD(OBNAIN SUCHI INFORMATION!
SINCE! HE! HAD! FREQUENT" CONTACT WITHI "EMISSARIEE: FROMI = -
PATRET LaA0n BUT THAT :HEL FEARED! JEI HEL-GOYZ IN' TOUCH! WIFHI -
AMERICANS: HEREY.-NORTHi YIETNAMESE( WOULDI GEF" WINDI OFI
SITUATIONI.ANDI.ASSASSINATEN HTMn “HISt COYSEN: THEN: SALD! HE!
HAD!I TRUSTWORTKY* FRTEND! NAMEDI| _ HO: WAS:.CLOSE!
O'AHERICANS INI-BANGKOX! ANDI( ULDISERVEIAS INTERMEDIARYY
C: ©  "WGREED. TO' MAKE{-OVERTURES! o‘souaces INi.SAM!
EUA. AND! TO UTTLTZE: KIG: c0us1N.ANo(f T {WHOMI HEIHAS!
NEVERI MET gan:cowrzcrr«u:rnlusab HowLnNDIAsxsolwuzrnea:
CONTACTS: [N PATHET LAO({ ZONE! INCLUDED! GENERALL
L§INGKAPO'CHOUNRAHANY AND'T.  \EXPREZ sarousuhpasses
ANDI DENIED: HE! WAS' INVOLYEDS™ —

3¢ AFTER MEETINGt WITH: H(S: COUSINbo[r sal0 HEI
PROCEEDED TO  DEVELOP! INFORMATION! LOCAT : 3N OF1 THIRTY®
PRISONERS! HEN\T‘XONEDI‘ABOVEh ‘HE: ALSOt SAID! HZi BEGAN- TOK
RECRU'IT SMALL: TEAM DF LAOr ”UERRGLLKSJ

NDI.SAT" BACKI
TO' AWAIT NEWS:! FROH’HIS'COUSINIINIBANGKOK OWEVYER)>.

LATTER: KEPT"TELLING WIHMI THAT" “WHxs UNA El -
TO'QENELOP RAPPORT W[ THI ARERTCANG: ONI SUBUECT - R
VSAID! HE! WASINOW "TIRED: OF! HAITING: FORI{ _;7 =
AND: HE‘HADIDEC¢DED TO RaSK:OPENING«CONTAcws'wfoI
AMERICANS: HERE' EVEN. THOUGH: "ENERY THING: HAS: TO! BEI KEPT
SECRET" FOR. reaa!o— ASSASSINATIONG™:
~

o "BAID! THAT WEl WANTED! TC! EXPRESS: H1S: GRATITUDE!
70. USG. FOR EVERYTHING HE' HADi DONE( TOt HELP: L#0OS" BY'
HELPING-US TN' TURN TO- RESCUE PRISONERSY

IR RN

01D NOT' MENTION: REHARDS BUT 01D
IND’CAIE THAT "HE. WANTEDI HIS  OWN TERM TO 85! INVOLVED'
IN ANY RESCUE: OPERATION.

13 27
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5e¢ HOWLAND TOLD: HIM THAT ¥£: WERE' NATURALLY QUITE:
INTEREGTED IN. ANYTHRING: TO D0 WITH: POWS. IN La0S BUT
THAT THERE WERE: MANY QUESTIONS WHICH WOULD" MAVE: TO!

'BE ANBKERED BEFDRE ANYTHING: FURTHER: COULD ENSUEa

HOWLAND INDICATED THAT HE! AND POW OFFICER DICK RAND
WOULD BE GETTING IN TOUCH WITHj_ __JSOMETIME:
NEXT WEEK. TO- DISCUES' SUBJECT FURTHERS

6 COHHENT!(-

7+ BELIEVE WE: ARE- IN POGITJON: TO: FOLLOW THROUGH! WITH
"AND BANGKOX CaN cUT OFFi[ ™S  Jas INTERMEDIARY..

MIGHT BE BEST TO! DO THUS: GRADUALLY TO. AVOIDL_ _5

STORY ELSEWHERE® '

. NEARES CONFIRHMED ALPHA CAMP, LOCATIONS: TO! SITE. WHICK

CARRY ING!

ENTIONED: ARE(LDCATED'SOHE 19°3S'K!L0HETERS ‘HEST -OF

MUONG! SOy NERR SAM NEURs WE: ARE! SOHEHH&T :SKEPTICALL-BUT"

XNTERESTED IN KIS SIOR? AND ARE: PROCEEDGNG T0 DEVELOP'BEFTER

READING ON HIS BACKGROUND|AND POSS:BLE ‘MOTIVATIONS®

STEARNS:

13 278
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fa
ACTION SS 3¢

A4 v
INFO /7030 M
é}é%bsazz'urn 68

MEMBASSY VIENTIANE
10 SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7843 R
NFO AMEMBASSY suaou PRIORITY 2@7] DECLASSIFIED g
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4

N = 2maks 2o V!iNtIANqusoe

ExDlS

NL
a,_g/??}, NARA. Date (=22

fo DURING COURSE POLISH R ION LAST EVENING, | HaD BRIEF
DISCUBSION WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE CHWARGEs PRIOR TO OUR £Ne
COUNTERs HE MAD: SRENT ABOUT ONE HALF MOUR [N SERIDUS CON.
vERSATION WITH SO (ET AHBASSADOR.
ot N - T
NVERSAYION ay REFERRTNG TO SAIGON'
MAT_ HE' AND | WERE' {N REGULAR CONTACT.
€ ISSUE JOINT COMMUNIQUE DENYING THESE
THAT A JOINT PRESS CONFEREZNCE wOULD BE

2v CHAN STARTE
PRESS REPORTS
HE JOKINGLY §
ZHARGES: | SUGGES
MCEE AMUSING.

55¢2 S—EhG—S-G-J;

2 17 IFTED ?0 SUBJEtT OF PRESIDENT S SPEECM, BUT
REFORE CHAN COULD REPLY, WE WERE JUQIMED BY JAPANESE AMBASSADOR
AND. THEN BY SOVIET MILITARY ATTACHE: c4AN CONFINED WIS
ANSHER TO SAYING THAT ME! HAD WEARD ONLY TMe BBC SUMMARY AND
HAD NOT SEEN TWE FULL TEXT. I OFFERED TO SEND HIM TEXT [N
FNGLISHs FOR WHICH WE THANKED MEe. (] SENT IT AROQUND TO HIM
THIS MORNING).

PAGE

sv AT THIS POINT, WE WERE JOINED BY TWO BRITISH PRESS TYPES,
iND FORUH OBYIOUSLY HAD BECOME TDO PUALIC FOR FURTHER D{Se
FUSSTON. CHAN CONSEQUENTLY SHIFTED TO Ao BANTERING LINEs
THANKING UB FOR ODELIVERING AN F~11] TO THEM SO THAT! Y gougo
sTUOY" ITs ELECTRONRF SYQIEH. HE. ASKED sav‘E\\’rTAGME- HERHER

) ST~
NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHOR!ZAHON OF THE EXECUTI

g Avp—— e
o e e e i ..z::.-.—.:.‘:zm
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SOVIETS HAD YEY RECEIVED A FULL BRIEFING ON

SINCE CONVERSATIGN WaS OBVIOUSLY BIUNP TO pET
RROKE OFF IN SEARCH OF VODKA

SYSTEM,
EUPATE, 1

5o CCOMMENT: 1T SEEMS PROBABLE 7
cREET CONVERSATIONS W(TH CHAN wIiL

Y PROSPECTS FRR pIs-
RIQUSLY HANDICAPPES

PAGE 3 RUMUTS 3542 S efart=tF-
FOR SOME TIME BECALSE QF V
WHICH MAS FDCUSSED ATTENT,
VIENTTANE. ANY PUBLIC
HELPFUL SPECTATORS.

UNATE fRESS SENSATIDMAL }.SM
U, S ~=NYN CONTALTS HERE [N
IS ALMDST SURE Yo DRAW UN-

GP-2 SULLIVAN
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