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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Congressional Affairs

VIA:

.!fROM:

Deputy Director for Operations

I I
Chief East Asia Division

(b)(3) CIAAct

~UBJECT:

REFERENCES:

Provisiqn of Requested POW/MIA Information
to Sena,tor Shell;>y, Chafrman of the SSCI

A. Letter From SSCI Chairman Shelby to DCI
Tenet, dated 24 July 2000
B. Letter From Senator Bob Smith to SSCI
Chairman Shelby as an Attachment to Ref A,
dated 10 ~une ~~99

C. Draft List of 18 Questions Faxed to CIA
by Office of. Senate Security and Attached
to Ref A, dated· 2 August 2000
D. Congressionally Directed Action,
Executive Order 12812 <unavailable to East
Asia Division)

1. Action Requested: ...kf!/J Provide the documents listed
in paragraph six below on a "read and return" basis to
~enate Select Committee on Intelligence Members, Senator Bob
Smith and appropriately cleared members of Senator Smith's
staff.

2. Background: ~Refs A-D represent a series of
~equests that SSC~ Chairman Shelby has made, in conjunction
with Senator'Bob Smith, for Agency and Intelligence
Community documents and information concerning POW/MIA's.
Within the Agency, it was agreed that East.Asia Division
tEA) would respond to the following three i.tems: 1) the
l:.iequest for Agency documents described in Ref C,' items 2-7;
2,) the request, based on Ref D, as expanded and refined by
~ef C, item 16~ for a listing of the Agency Vietnam conflict
POW/MIA documents dated prior to 1993 which have not been
declassified; and 3) the request for a listing of the Agency
Vietnam conflict POW/MIA documents dated subsequent to 1993
which have not been declassified.

(b)(3) CIAAct .

Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C05999026000001



'C05999026 Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C05999026

TOP SEC~

SUBJECT: Provis.ion~:-.Qf Requested POW/MIA Information to
Senator. Shelby, Chairman of the SSCI

3'. (S) Concerning the first, . the six responsive
4ocuments'are described in more detail in paragraph. 6 below
~nd attached. Please provide them on a "read and return"
~asis to Senate Select Committee on Intelligence Members,
~~nator Bob Smith and appropriately cleared staff members of
Senator Smith's staff.

4. (8) Concerning the second, EA has completed the
listing in question. It is being provided separately to
~our pffice via the Directorate of Operations Information
~eview Officer.

5. (S) Concerning the third, EA has completed its
search for the documents and is assembling the list. EA
hopes to have this work completed by 1 October 2000.

6. (TS) The following documents are being provided to
the paragraph 1 Congressional recipients in response to Ref
C, questions 2-7:

o l01319Z Oct 96
From CIA to 000 POW/MIA Office
Subject: Vietnam - POW Information
Classification: SECRET
(Responds to question 2)

o 942156Z Nov 96
From CIA to 000 POW/MIA Office
Reference: l01319Z Oct 96 message from CIA to DPMO
Classification: SECRET
(Responds to question 3)

o 26 August 1998
CIA DO Memorandum, Intelligence
FIRM-312/1B028 .
Classification: TOP SECRET
(Responds to question 4)

(b)(1 )
(b)(3) NatSecAct

.'.
"

o TOR: 161615Z Sep 76

b . I . 1" bl . f . t D" tUDJect: Soc~a ~st Repu ~c 0 V~e nam eC~S10n 0
Withhold Further Names of American MIAs until after ·the
United States Presidential Elections in November 1976
(Responds to question 5)

Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C05999026000002



C05999026
Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C05999026

SUBJECT: Provisiorr~f Requested POW/MIA Information to
Senator Shelby, Chairman of the SSCI

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct :

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

o CIAI I
Date of Re:ort:. April 19, 1973
Subject: I_I ------,-J

(Responds 0 quest~on 6)

o Intelligence Report referenced on page 2 of SECRET CIA
Biographic Highlight onl
forwarded to Sen. Bob Sffi2"7t'h-,--v'i-a-=O~f~f'i-c-e--o~f~s~e-n-a~t-e----~

Security on April 29, 1993. (CIA Biographic Highlight
states, "according to. one intelligence report, I I
was physically located in North Vietnam and passed
orders from Hanoi to MR-V by radio.")
(Responds to question 7)

I
7. -J.s+, In :r;es;ponse to questions 6 and 7 for CIA I

.~--;--;-;--;-:-__--' and the Intelligence Report Biographic '--­
Highlight, we wish to note that the two versions in question
are the same report. Neither report has the quote cited in
request des~ription "according to one intelligence report.
I Iwas physically located in North Vietnam and passed
orders from Hanoi to MR-V by radio." For the recipients' .
information, we have included an unclassified biography of
I I

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecA

(b)(3) CIAAct

-,

ct (b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

CONCUR: ,

176 S7? 2t?N
yeputy Director for Operations Date

(b)(3) CIAAct

Attachments:
as stated in paragraph '6

.,
"

"'j.
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,S'E,NATORBO'B SMITH

To,; J_,__·..J---I

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

'Notes ;

A .. f~-'~I' ~8 ,,-~ -~"?
~~'}1~ r/~ J£.~ p"(g,..'«,f"i! (fd~ 'iT ,

'ct-J.~~ ~,~ :;,~~. c?Od.~ ".' 2 ~~J.:/

l...".. n~ rem"J:o..(~r'l.7 rfe_ie...
. ~t:t~,i1~ tzi:~ ~Q.J3 l4l~ ~l~.~,~* ., (f,\f~ ~d:
NUlll'be:r,,·of ~a~e.e .(:4t'cludingcoyer· ,t;lhee.t):...~-~. (b)(3) CIAAct

t.~1--0$,1..<. ",u'lI; "..~ ..~ir+ -"".
1A6tl~,,p:o .fPl/ IGlD p.Ifi1d' h~~7 D
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(b)(3) NatSecAct

:The I1dnora·bie. ·.Bob 'Smi.th .'; ..
unit,e¢r :S.t,at.es. S:enat:.e .. t-.' .'
Wa-shing·ton ,. b .c . 2,0 {31 C) .~

. . r

De~r: :~:tenat6t smit;l1:: ... ;.'{.::.
. .' .' ...: '. . f. .':.. '.

: You~ l~.t:t;·e;J;· ..o:f :May '~7'~ lS9·3: :a:sked: th~t tI:re l\.gency
p17oV:id'e :dec'l~s·s;.i~;ie.d cpp~e$: of .three· ititelHgenG:el: report:s
a.nd ·tha't; ~,.ou b;::J. :i;tf'{e'Qi;:ded.(·?l:ri. ,oPPQrt.i.mity to re'Vi.~w ~tJ.y
at'her 'dbcume~ts ri;::lCi,ting;.to':.: tJ1~se· ·or.i:qlhal ·rep.p·;~;t:.s, .

.1.iiist::ruc,teQ f;hat t~·~ ·::t"~por.t:;:;· yo,ti ·.requestl;iq: :be' .re.viewed
.1:;0): ·declassificai:...iqn, anQ: am happy t;.J:i enclpse, .qe:c'lc?:.s!~if:i,$o.
COpiE1S for: yo,u._ ''1 umrer.s'·~and t.hqt';, gec1:assif'ied copies qf
th~: sami3 report? werE; :Ina:~'e' avaiJ,abl$. 'earlier .to 'the $eJ,.~.c.t
COI1\rrd,tt'e,e o.n POW.11l!.i.:t?\ l\J:ej~d:r.p· in .:!..ight.l,y., r.~pa.cbed form...

. .' .' . 'J::' .. : .:. ....
T.o 'llie~'I:, ··Yom:. p.e.ei:!: fQ~:i:' d~ta:i.l·E:;t;i bacj{g:r::c)\:lI1cf op.· tIl.e t,1;lree

rGp'qrt:s: ditea..:in· ym..i:c .:j:;e~;t:~r, .CIl\ cQm~iled sillimrarig:s...q"·f' .
the. r:eleVanl: .o'P·$.I;'$t,.,tbra). Tli.;j.~·1i-Q:r~e:s. o.':f t;he .seve~·.a:l ,/?·ou;t.c;::es
ii}Vo.~vedi';l¥d mad.t= .:t:hp~e f:?'!:lmrna:rJ..es. ava-i~8:bl.e t:Q' ybB ip
Oq,toher, '1.9 9? :raIse !nst~~u.ct.ed·t:hat thos:e. s'1.UllffiQr'J.es be'
ir.eviewed for .Q:e~.l\9.·:,;sifi:d~tiol1." a.no. enc.10S.e t:hl?l11 w:i,.·tqt this
l·t= t t.si" - " ;. '. (b)(3) NatSecAct

c----TruJ .... , .' . . .' I (~unipe.r~r;1:0I al;>~ut".. Wh:ll::l1· YQ1.t J:ng'u~r!=d :L'S a~companJ:ed OY' a
Lr.:::-',o""'p::':y-o""'f-';-·-:-·.;-th;-·-e~recal:;J. :nc)'t:ic~ i:s5ued.jr<'11en the repo:t~ was ·found.
tg b~. a:· .fe.bJ,~i::t;:.g t.,idt,l. _ YOLl .ret;IJ,.le::; t;'eo" ¢opies '01. t:}:ie 'Io:riginal

..:t;e:i?0·i:\:.EH:l i'ntorrn~~:;i!::)n II as -[-acqu;i.;t:"t;ld from the ;;;~:l1J:t;c;:~' i.n :i9'?'] "
'There i.s····not.l:)j,ng in ,Oll:t:: fi'lss .. furt'h r : ...... :.. :;'

j;).reI!l~:;r:ed... Ibmr:l:Ef---r,::neIiliJifJ:]~;ilirchYCiil~iWt:1;:ei"i1]tiX1mtLt.'Eo·t-mat; W .... Q '. e ar:m' ~:f:l.wh+¢b. you s·aw;Q1:l.e .iJ;lfo.rmad.on.
• • ~: t" •

In .. an: e:ffd:i:'t 6.0. r.e.cqnst;.'ru.c.t the cdrc~s:ta~nc.es 'of'
i!wqui.s.i.td.:oliJ., w~ .queriel;i the officer who acquired th~
or'iginaJ, .:r.-epor.'t;,,; ae co·uld. ~bt ;t-ecal::t t;he .df=t;id.is l?ehind
that :spec;:i.fic !:epo:r.'t..but ~~merpbered t:ha·t t;.he s'Qurc,e
:t;e '. orted orall i.ll,f:o.i:::rcia,tidn -ur jort,edl (b)(3) NatSecAct

I
.•'~ • • I':': ­.. "
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The: }iono~.ab.l.e ::i3oo. Smi t;.n

¥.(;n.l, wil.'l appre:cia·t·e th~~t yo1i.r. ·b.;i::'.Qp.de~ req"W,es.t for /I'any
po·cutnenta.t'ion c6n:aernirrg ·t.tt"?! original .¥epQr"t~.ed information·li ·

is +nor'e ·pli0b"lema.'uc. As ~:o:rrn,,?!r ,DCJ Eob ~at.~s .wrqte yo·u last
0¢~qper" qt·~ has cleme it,;; u·tmost, wi\:hi.h thE,! obli:~ati6n to
p::c(it;:~ct ·inte.llig.e.nc!e source.s a·nd me.t;tf~ds, to support. the
WO'rk of" the. PQW/M.;I:l? Committee in .m,,;{is:i,ng the .fullest possi"ble
ac'couni;.ing to the Ameri'can peQpl·e.

To thal: end; CIA has made avq..ilabJ.~ to It!embers of
che POWIMIJl. CoinIn:lt:t.ee .s·taU· f:i)es. of 'r¢lf,:lvan,t clas.si.fied
operat;LtJ1l,q.;).· c;::or.r:8s1::l.ondenoe on. :i:;;;sue;:; uncleI-' review by. the
ComlT\'~t.tee.. Fl,l·J:'·the:t /. Cl:A has made maTlY of it·s former ass'et,s
and pf·f"icers. dixectly available t·o th~ C0.rntnitt.e.e .fo.r dep.osi­
tions on tille record, and many of thes.e depas"i.tions .have been
decl~.,5.si:t;;i.ed. at. the commit.tee·'.$ t:eq\lest. 1\.5 ·tne Committ'ee
was complel;:ing i:ts. work, CIA 'gav~ ~+ .. AJ;~. Gr.ant o·f t.he
-S·enateInt.elligence Cotntnitt.ee upresu-:ic;t;.ed acces:s to cHi
oper.ationc;l fii!i'l's on theEl,e matt~rs·..$Q. !:hat the CortUnittee
could confirm for: itse1.f that no materia'! relevant to. its
work 'was b~.irig 'withheld by .the Agency and t,h/?t:: :btir .r.eplies
to Committ.el;:!· reqi.+.e::;,ts we·re fa.ithful :to tne· class.ifi:ed
originals,

!' ·renew. my pjred13cessO'r IS pled,ge to mq~e tne ;£ullest
possible /?ccQunting to ,the American people on the POW/MIA
iSsue'. CIA pqppGrt·s complete.ly t;hl? p1l?d.ge made by
Presi¢l:ent C.lint·on that: 'all releV/?,I1,t doqurnentati~n will
be release.a: .co.ns-ist'ent with Exer::ut.ive Order :1181:2 of .
JU:!,y 22, ig:9$.. "I can as~tlre· 'YQU. that Agency officers w.il,l
spare nq effbrt to enl;3'ure tha:t the:il:' repo.rting which
responds to. che 'President '.$ call is made a:v.ai.lable· ·to
the :pu.bl;i¢,.

·Pl·ea/?e. advise me ,i'f I can l:ie o:f a:ny fhrther assistctnce.

1()/IvkIJl/~1i\W.YlJU,f/l.A

R. JL~es Womlsey
Di..tector of Ceht"rc.il· IIitgil'.· enOi;!

En'c losu'i'l?,

cc·: 'The l::l:omqrable. John F. Ker.;r.oy
.ul1it~d "Eil';:~"t:,.es Senate

.2.
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(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(3) NatSecAct
(b)(3) NatSecAct

CI

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

. (b)(6)

:the ·S.o.ur:ce of .this r.epdtt cla'imed t·o enjoy' excellent .acee·S5
toI'· . . ·1 a~d. nis;rr;:;porti'nq .
impr.o,Veo. c'oh.tihildliSly· thr·oligh. the 1.9,70 1.5. The source allegedly
·C).i::q1..l:4..l;"eq th.is: :r~PQ'l;'t in JanUa..z::y .19'']7 'f.roml 1

I I t·o. whd~the S!?1,lrce· clai~\ila :acc.ess·.
When tli.e ~o:UJ;'!7t;: ~~~ "1 1 in .l9·79, how.ever! and (b)(3) NatSecAct

I Ia,gaict iIi, 1980', he admitt.ed that. he had ·be.en
contro·lled. frQ;r:tl .tn:e out;:se:t by,' 'an ~'astern Eu:rctlpean intell,i.gen.ce
servic$', 'He further admit:ted that he· had had rel~:tiohships Wi-Ph
tn.e So.viElts and w-ith the: i.htel·ligence se·rvice.s of several othe(p)(3) NatSecAct
.countries·; that h.e had. lied apotl,t:. hi.s claimeq. acce~Ei tq Var;idl:lS
I I; i:j.nd that h.e had fabricat.ed ot toiged
many .r.eports! As a reslJl t of: these rev~l'rt·ions.; cont~t:::t with t.he
soUr.ce was i:erminat.ed in October 198()-' .

Th.is r·e ort . wh..tcl:).. g'as c.ome t,q j:Je..kq.Qym. as· I (b)(3) NatSecAct
had been considered high~y ~~spect. by our

L.,.,.-e=-a=-=qv.=.=-~=r=t.-=-~=r-=-s--;":·-=-o.=r--=s=-'(;)lt].¢ t.i,me·. tn..S'ept.t;:m!b.e.;t l~a3 a for-me);
. Cengr.es,sman claimed ·to tr ,S.· :media that ·the O. S. Govern+nent was­
coveri'ng tl;p ~;p.qwl¢p.ge. of' ·the exis'b:;nc'e pf American POW IS. as,
based hischarg'es'l, at: lea~ft in part, on ·t:l;1e 't::laims mad,~ in th1..5: ~

dis.semina,ted .r!=port·, ~'in'G::e th.e report now' had no ctedencein (b)(3) NatSecAct
view of the more re,ceIit discov.e.rj,.es about; ·tht;? SQUJ;~e, our
H'eadqu.arterS? decidedt:.o investigat'e' thi's report aneW. (CoIitr,ary
to the form.er. cong're,ssman I s in'sist:~nt cla;;i.nl, t.hi:s report· did nnt
qriginat.e frqm an ·audi.o. o·pe·l;atton.) ,. (b)(3) NatSecAct

. In S:ep-tetnber i983 two' Q;f:eicer~s I I
had occa.s.ton to ta:l~k: wIthl Iwho had .l?~ep .

ahd was. a.l;l~g,edly the origi':r:iaI
Ls""'o'-:-u=:t:T::·c""'·e,---:'o"""'-=""'e----l""'''''·'.'"""r=-e"""·""'b""'r=<t;:-·"f;;;:-r7"'C'o~m t~e noW' dj;sc~edited source. :rn
conversation ~aid V$:'r:y ·expli.Ci t1y that while he wa~

no Vi:etnaIt\ese off:tQialh:ap. ev,er mentioned any
~r~e=m-=-a7~=~7i=n-;:g-.Am~.-e.r.-.,i~~=a~nprisouers to him.

As! a r.esult of the r~ve.l:a.tions abQ.ut t.l;1esourGe, combined
wi th I Iver.y spec;;i.fic· s~at.ement t·o the Alneri·can.
diplomats, Hea:dquarter:~ c.oncluded that t).11.;1. report was a
fabricatj,.o;n: ... ~nd j3.. f·ab.r:L.c'9-tion notice was duly .publis.hed. on 26
S.e,ptember· 1'9.8'3.

W,hEtn. S:~m,.a,t.Q·r smit.h inquired about this report (:and ·two
o'thers) in September 1992.., we r,esearc,h.ed the htstory of the
report as: th:o;rQughJ,Y p;q possili:i'le., We spoke with the of'ficer who
had bee·n t.he .former souroe' p ca,·se oft;iGer in 1977., when this
repo:!;'t was acquired. Although the officer did not recall tP.1S
specific report, when told that its alleaed source was I

I The .o.ffit.er sai,q that when ·the
L- ---;: ...,.--I

(b)(3) NatSecAct
(b)(3) NatSecAct· (b)(6) .
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sQur:ce :la,ter 'admit-ted tq .la·rg~-5cal.e fab:ri.pa.tion of .hi.s·
intelligenoe' :repo.rt.i'ng.1 all his reports were consider.ed to be:
highly suspect i .incluq.in~ t;h;i,.s.· on~ ..

2
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P.007

;'er'e "
Vietnamese d,eleg-at:iQu. He nata nev.er ;r,~po'rted on
toPics ,b~f,or-e" an(:i did I'l,Cit do S9 aga..-in,

'The source aI1d t11:e VietI}.ainese c;l;i;scuss,ed :the general,
si'tua'j:.i,o,p .in V:i;!=!t.n,am, ,q.nd th~ h,ead ,$.'f the Vietnamese delegation
pr:ovided his views on the e5tabli~hlnent of diplomat;ic relatio1j.s
with the United St,att'H~, including V.ietn'ant's pr!,!odnditions for it.

The' source also dbtained some additional comment:s from other
'm'embei::s'o,f th'~: Viet~amese o.~leg,~t;i.Prt., Befor~ he leftl I'the
head af the delega:'tion ,invited the. source to visit 'Hanoi to
obse;!:"Ye firsthahd the ,progress bei:ngmade by -the SF-V. The source
did not follow ~p on th~t qfferl hq~ever. !n1976 the Ag~ncyts.
relationship vd th the ,source was' terlt1inated.

(b)(3) NatSecAct
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(b)(3) NatSecAct

The ·SJmrce· of thisrep50rt. w'a's I .. I
I U~f was ctms,i~£?J;'ed PQl;l;ti,c::·a1J.y r.eli.able 'by t·n·e

~.S~R~V~·,~wT,h~i-.c'h-.'i~n~v~i~ted h'~ to various embassy function~' and
acti'ltiti~~. Th'£:! 50.urce got 'aJ,:pp:g ·we),;!. with the lower-ranking
f].lnctiong.:l:'·~es \ . I. and
sometimes ~~d .an 9'I?P~rt.unity to spe:p;l'; wiJ:h ·the. .few (higher..: (b)(3) NatSecAct
ran.king') o-ff.ic:ial.s. of 't.1}·~ errtbas'sy ·as.w.eJ:;L:. .

In 1 /·i.9.177 the ~qq;r:GE? 'attended a :re.pre·sent::atibnal
cl:~nne·:t g.iV'en by ·the. Sa-y ·mm.b:ass·Y. .DiJ.r;Lng 't:h\3 COUr-Se ·of the.
evening a.n: e~a.l?s.y ftincti'onary to;I.,d tne. senre.a p'riva:tely' that the
u~s. planned to send a qelegatidn to Hanal in ~,d~March. The
saurqecommented that the de;L~ga:ti-on would iinda'libtr;dly :b~

inb~res't.ed ,in the ques·t:i.on of the J\IneJ;:'ioan ::MIA' s. 'Th'e
;fu~ct.t..oI1;ci,ry said, ·j'Natu,.:t;:al,J:,y :Hanai knows .Where U., S.p:iJ,o·ts .shot
down ov~r NO'1;t:h Viet.nam ar,e. 'buried.:' When the soUrce saiq t:p.·at
IIO! course" there. were np l,t?nger: ,any' :living Al'!l:e.:r;;icans' still,
lmpris'aned in'V;ietna:J!!1, 'the - func,::t;j.oIJ..ary r.eplied;'. "Nor Iwol,J,ldn It
say. tl:J,at. II. !J,'h~ fUhct.~Qfl.a,.rY 'went 'c;)h to say t·t\'iilt tIanei did ,not
intend to re·lep,s.'E;! ·.1\n;1.~:.rica.;n ·pri.son~J:;s ],.U).tiI the tJ. S. ,governm~nt

provi.o.ec;i sUb.stantial :f'ini3-~p'ial aid f-Q'r V:i,.etn,i;l:ltJ,l~, rec·oms'tructi.an.
The fUt\ctioIJ.·a:r:y aeted ra·the~ pet".'lPUp during this pr,:J.vate

conv~rs..ation., as if he d,:i;d npt. wa,fitdther Elmb'assy employees. to
6~erhear their .c,::~~ver~ation. He ~old the ~ource that he ~~Gulq
not. r.epeat what they had ta.l.:ke.d about. The ;funct.ionary did not· .
identifytne .source a·f 'his, i;P.fprmati,on'l n'or did he. p.rov,ide 'any
s:pecifiQ,s' about the. l:\n\er..ic·cuisall.egectlY ·~til:l he'lii by. the 'SRV.

Sin.ce.th~ funct~oharYW.ap a, 2ow-level emba9~y. e~p~qyeei it
was impdssible to l;letel:.I.ni.n.e whether .p.e w.as .simply expres-sip.g:p.i:s
:own ·views,. repeating r\.ij'l\ors, or reci·t-ing st·at~mep:ts h~ had h.ea:rd
in an officia~ ~mPas~y briefing. ~he tunotionary t~nded t.o 'be
·quite. dpen with the sou'rce, whom he ~trus'tE:;\d.

The spuree ·W.as· can~dder~d. a..rel.iab'le reporter I who' r:epor·t.ed
:ac~u:ratel;y what 'he had he:ard. He did: not. exa e e . '. e
his ~e orts. He w' s

In ~art::h 19.77 the 50q.;qq~ ,h:ad .an opportuni;ty to ~'P9'a9'e one
of the embas.sy aff·i.ciqIS· 'p.:tivate;!y ap.. 1:;he topic. of Americ:;:p:p.
.POW·! 5 .';I'l1El· of'fic,J,'al s,cHd tlre J3',RV had li'sts of 1;.1'. S. MIA.! 5., and
that; fel;' Vi-etnam,: t,he .~erica-n MIA's. fe'll into. several .
c-ategories; (b)(3) NatSecAct

Americ:an pilot,s wbo were sho1;'. daw,Ii over- Vietnam and
.kill.edr

:l\rI:leri:can pri,sone..:r;s d.f. wa:r who died, f:E'om illness: dU~iJ:').g

their impri~onmentf

A few ilgoad ir American prisone.rs who had seen the liqnt:,
and were na~ living and ,working in the SRV;
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~nq ·iJ~.h.Ci;;·!= ·POW' s who I;n:Qved t·p Qe. ~o ·;;:t:,ubpdrn (that) w.e
had to· 'e~J=c·\;ft;:~ them in ·Pt-.~·~19·n!.;'I: .

The o.fHci,!.:il sounded qui:~e C\tj.t;.lg;it:ihtCive wh¢n .he ,made
:e.he,s·,,? s~:c;.teP\~n'ts, .as if' heha'd :rrei;l,Q. ~h:e i.nfOIltnation or
r.:0oe.~v.~d ~.'jZ.. •tn 'sQrne o.ft'ic;;ial· :;Ea:sh.:i"on.. The officia~ ther
made p.qd:iti..6na.l st:.at~l:n(=n.!;.:s '\,oJl::!':ipA h$ s.aid, 'wer's based ·on h~s

pe':f$onal ppiniCilh. He i..$gJq. 11~ i')::i.eH,eved." ther.e we1;e· .:;:;til1
sPIDe 1.1v.ing Ameri Ci;1U. POW'.s i'n. Vietr,mim. H.e said' t;n:a.t in his
OpiI:li~n:, .Hanoi would. h~v'$ :to j.i.se a 510\1'-,. ·p::l:.ecerneal appr.oach
t,o .its. neotia·Hon:s 'with the U. S:. Gave· n ent.

. ~B'eca'i.lse of .thi·s o.ff:l.c~a.lls re
leve.l pbS:):.\:.;i;'O:\,lj .we were, .reluct-ant.· to attach
t·o. his e.rsona,1 vfews .

.The?·qu!:'ce was ·u.nable, to, ;:lcquite. any additional
in·forma.t'.i0nofl .l:;he BOW-MIA i.ssue f~om SRV embassy off..i.d,a:l.s',
·and iIJ J,.9·79 his l::e.lation-?h:i,p wi.~h j,ls 'was· t.erm:t~ated.

(b)(3) NatSecAct

P. 0.09'

(b)(3) NatSecAct
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~
CenlJallnteilitptreAgeng

~D.C20s0s

6 August 1992
OCA 0886-92/1

Mr. J. William Codinha
Chief Counsel
Select Committe~ on POW/MIA Affairs
United States Senate
Washington, D.C .. 20510

Dear Mr. Codinha:

Enclosed is the analysis requested in your letter of
July 13, 1992 regarding the.photography dated January 22,
1988.

I.f you need anything further, please c<;:mtact me.

Sincerely;

~~,,~~
Stanley M. Mosk~itz

Director. of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure

(b)(3) elMef

Downgrade to UNCLASSIFIED When I

Separated From Enclosure

NOFOPl\TT~
~T-··--
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OCA 0886-92/1

SUBJECT: Letter to Codiriha, POW/MIA Cmte re July 13 Request
RegardiRg Photography January' 22, 1988

(b)(3) CIAAct

OCA/senate/RWMagner:j~~/c===J (4 Aug 92)
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(b)(3) NatSecAct . '

30 July 1992

Analysis of Surface Mar~ings

Near Muang Tan, Laos (1)

Senate Select Committee Memo, dated l~iJuly

1992, ,Requesting Analysis of 1 1 Y-') ,

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT:

REFERENCE:
(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

VI'.lshlngton.nC2050S , (b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

, 1. ,I' , Ishowed
what appearea to be ground mark1ngs resembling possible n~mbers

and letters in rice padd~es 500 meters south of the village of
Muang Tan, about 43 kilometers southeast of Xieng Khouang
provincial town, on Highway 42. These markings resembled'
(depending on the orientation) "AS!", "KS!", "iSyi., or "iSY" in
one rice paddy, and in the other paddy either "07" or "LO".
Although a conclusive assessment of the origin and the intent of
these markings may never be achieved, ~ecent analysis has
provided some additional information tnat may be useful in
determining whether or not these markings can be attributed to a

) 'possible American POW/MIA presence. (8 1~ iftq)
"

2. I

L- -->,~)

3. Our review I Iindicates that the possible
markings most likely were associated with the rehabilitation of
terraced rice paddy dikes.

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct (b)(1)

(b)(3) NatSecAct

"07/LO".
act'ually

shows the realignment of the
~~~~aav-ccr~al1nI1nngg~TIBe~p~ossible'markins, resemblin

The "7/L" marking
resulted from a sha sun on

(b)(1) fill

(b)(3) NatSecAct

Warning NoIl<:e
latdllgeDCe Scun::aor

Methods raml.eeI (WNINTEL)

NOFO~""''Ir 'lA~
~T"~"''''''''''
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SUBJECT:' Analysis of Surface Maakings
Near Muang Tan, Laos (1) ,

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

an angular but--at the time--disconnected section of
terraced' dike. I I shows a co'mpleted
dike with the "7/L"-shaped angle incorporated into a
lengthier terrace. The "0" (actually resembling a square
with rounded corners) had disappeared by the I I

I I but one side of this round-cornered square
had been incorporated into a new terrace dike. However,
this shape routinely occurs throughout rice paddies in
this region, and may 'represent a ~mall diked area
employed in the growing, harvesting, or processing of
rice. '

Similar analysis of theLI~ ~ ~

terraced rice paddy in which the possible
"AS!/KS!/iSY/iSY" marking was previously observed
indicated that portions'of the possible "5/S", the "!/i"
and the "A/K/Y" were also p~rt of an effort to
rehabilitate and realign the dike. Howeve~, only a
portion of the possible markings can readily be
attributed to shadow caused by the buildup in height of a
section of dike wall. The remainder may result from
shadows in depressions~-possiblycaused by excavation of
soil to rebuild the dike .

(b)(3) NatSecAct
(b)(1)

• ,I l shows that much of
tIle rOQgn::ry 5'U,UUU squdLe 1IIt:::l.-t:::L. PdUuY area containing the
possible markings/shadows had been rehabilitated. The
repair and rehabilitation of terraced paddies is a
routine occurrence' in Southeast Asia. This work
generally occur$ in the dry season (November thro~gh

April), after ,the rice harvest. '-S NF Wfqy

4. We also reviewed other sources to assess contemporaneous
activity in the Xieng Khouang area in 1988.

e There was a small number ofl ' ~Ireports during
this time regarding'either s~ght~ngs or he lack of
sightings of possible American POWs in Xieng Khouang
Province. Evidence cited in many of these is
inconclusive, and often contradictory.,

• A few Soviet military advisors' were involved--at least in
the earlier stages--in a long-term effort beginning in

2

s~
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SUBJECT:

./
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. SJiCRET

Analysis of Surface Ma~ings

Near Muang Tan, Laos (,)

1975 to upgrade the Xieng Khouang (aka Thong Hai Hin)
Airfield. Some probably were still in the area in 1988.

@ Th~ Lao resistance was active in Xieng Khouang Province
in 1987-1988,although the small size ot the insurgency
limited it to hit-and-run attacks'against government
outposts in the countryside. This may account for some
reports of unusual activity.

@ In 1986, the US Embassy Vientiane reported on an ongoing
ordnance disposal effort by the Mennonite Central
Committee. The Mennonites reportedly were given aCgess
to Xieng Khouang Province (and the western sections of
Savannakhet) beginning in 1977, but we are unaware if
this access has produced any significant reporting of a
possible POW/MIA presence. .(~

'.'

Attachments:
1. Explanation of Graphics
2. Line Drawing

3. I4. L- .,--_

(b)(1 )
(b)(3) NatSecAct
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ATTACHMENT 1 OF 4

Explanation of Graphics of Possible POW/MIA Markings

The attached graphic~ are based on analysis of terrain
features at two rice paddies in Laos. The black and white
drawing (~ttachment 2) p~ovides a view of the estimated 90,000
square meter area in question, along with the drafter's
representation of the possible markings present Oat that location.
Attachments 3 and 4 are computer enhancements using color... .
application to show variations in the appearance of possible
markings against the paddy backgroupd. At~aChments 3 and 4 have
been subdivided into two ° images of the same location for
comparison of the possible marking with and without the color
enhancement. I) °

Approved for Release: 2015/1 0/06 C95::.:9:.:9:.::.9~55=-1=--- _
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Surface Markings
Muang Tan, Laos
22 January 1988
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CRES-504/92
7 August 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Intelligence

FROM: Charles Boykin
Acting Chief, Collection Requirements and

Eval~ation Staff, DI

SUJ?JECT: Declassification of Document on POW/MIAs (U)

1. Action: Approve the declassification of the attached
document on PossiQle POW/MIA-Associated Markings in Southeast
Asia. This will respond to a Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA

'Affairs request. (U)

2. Background: We have been working with OIA to provide
the Committee with documentation and graphics describing possible
evidence that American pOW/MIAs made markings on a prison roof in
Vietnam·and on the ground in Laos. OIA.has analyzed this
possibility using historical imagery. ~

3. On 29 July, the Committee's lead staffer on this issue
wrote to the Office of Congressional Affairs seeking
'declassification of imagery and classified OIA documents already
provided to the Committee. We do not want the imagery
declassified because, in addition to the precedent it would set,
it does not prove or disprove that POWs were present or made

, warning signals. We believe public release of the imagery will
raise l not reduce speculation about the POW/MIAS. It would
surely increase pressure to release additional satellite imagery
on other high interest issues, and give the media, Congress, and
others the opportunity to second guess analysis of raw
intelligence data. ffrtNF)

4'. proposed Approach: OIA has prepared two unclassified
line drawings to satisfy the 29 July request. The lead staffer
recently visited OIA and expressed general satisfaction with the
drawings. We think including the declassified text will' fulfill
the request. We m~intained the substance of the original
documents (enclosed in folde~), but removed we consider
sensitive (~

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct (b)(3) CIAAct

~
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SUBJECT: Declas.sification of Document on POW/MIAs (U)

5. Staff position: We recommend declassification of theJ
attached document. In the event this fa~Is Eo meet the

qu~remen the Committee, we have a draft mC::m1"'!-;--7"\"1""hl:>-:or'T

hrough you requesting declassification of e
including implications of a decision to do~~~T;~~~~cr.IT~rn
how to handle it procedurally. (S/NF)

(b)(3) CIMct!~ ~
kriarI-e-s--=-B{¢~'·'7:k;-~'-·n---"

Attachment

(b)(3) CIAAct

Director or Intelligence

DISAPPROVED:

Deputy Director for Intel~igence

NO~
SE9'RET
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SUBJECT: Declassification of Document on POW/MIAs (U~

(b)(3) CIAAct

DI/CRES/IPG/Rweber:raw1~ ~

Distribution
orig - addressee, wiatt

1
1
1
1
1
1

(7 Aug 92)

(b)(3) CIAAct

NOF~"

~RET
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23 June 1992
2340-92 .

(b)(1) .
(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(6)

Mr~ J. William Cbdinha
Chief Counsel
Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs
United States Senate
~ashi~o~~C. 20510

Dear~

'Enclosed are the i.tems I . Ir.equested
during his visit to Headquarters the end of May 1992:

e'· A copy of CIA report I

G> .The I /p~ovided the
attached 1976 map of "DetentJ.on Camps In Laos (b)(3) CIAAct
Identified From Imagery," which identified the
approximate locations of several ca.:mps, including
one west of Muanq Xepone, Savannakhet Province..

-
We have also located information from an asset who

visited Maung Ngoy in December 1986. We are prepared to
showr, ~ I this material when he ~ext visits our
office.

Sincer.ely,
(b)(?)

(b)(3)
CIAAct

Deputy
Ko:peLL

Director

Enclosure
. -'.'. -. r----~--------,-

-"~~T
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'. OfAM (n« 5789)' RElWlDCA1'llOIlo4· CAM!!,'. &;n:I~T9I;'lI.OO. fMUANG'...NGOV.· @llST.IlllI.t1';;:'.·~"';~~.~··-·"

WANG: PRABANG P.R0\111Gllas-. UIlll" \lI'eo~?s:m!l!IlOCJil~'ii'XC: IlIlEIPUillLllfC'•. mOM UllO'IS- iIUINlTU. HE ESCAPED Ilia· 1B8!5Amll' FIlJElll V@:mAlIUoINlIiil •. Sil'Aii'ED THAT Il:fE. *11) .'
" . NEVER SEEN OR BilEARt!lJ Amour A~\!- ~lERlIll:£\OO~·Pma~nllHlIU!:.lIlIa: REEDIJlCAii'llOM. ":HE

_ FIUIFl"il'HER S"il'Aii'1EO 'i'!MAT· Hli·. ~lEl!..nwm:-:·~'li'::' t\NV@NlE:~ SA'XO-:: "!'HAT mEV ~l\:Ii

___.___ . SEEN AN AMIEIIUCAII'iI· PO\\Hlli11111l.ll!Z: lIOO' REmlO~··WOl.S- L.V1UI1lG· IllIEC'AIUlS~.'li'lME >:"'.'
----iUl!EDUCAT·~·()N-CAMP-ll:&!YAT!S::-Wll!illl!:.'·U12'·lt~'\F'f:@\\'l1'IJlJ@&.ll.Ii!O:.~.Ei:"!''':'.7."'-'&..~!.;;}f.::"'£"~':::~

~[
20 .D-lI6>\T 0iA1l!l REmIlDCAii'XlDN' ~l!llJllll'~WC£ii'M 011« THE:.A$LIliIIlm·@F

THE ~M (ill IilllWll:Ii1l;, lIT Wt:\$. ~Fl@Petlll:'"~~ StDlIB"l'H Ii'\? mE. r«£OO··ItONIliLIIllXVew
...AND _011« THE.. HonnLSV WE: ~G~!.~:";'":~~E;lP3U"U~·mJOIUIIIIDllMll'll" llIAS' mE.

!lOAD 11"0 J8UANG NPQY. -mEIllE: Wlll\lilE. £lilIOtlJT.r :lii? li!IQ.!lltl!JOll~GS":nrmE"l:'AMJlll.::--.­
XIMCLlJOXNG FOUR f;\\ARRAG::IltS' 1F«lJ1m· ~Ugll4lERs:i-ll;@eATI!Ilil AT"1lHe: NOATH '!W@ @F mE

. «:AMP~ THE SECURlIn OfIFXCfg'. a.oo~. £1NI1i'll:'MllMlIIMUTRATltVE: @FFltCE' ~E
, 'LOCATeD Aii' THE SOU'fI4J alillil OIF-"'''Il'lHIlS: eAl\'iP'•.J~ N;W6\IlllEH«liIUSlE~:·~nClH&;N. '.:.,f:..

DISPENSARY AWl!:» GUARD IlIlARllUiICDtS' _RI!; ~ii'm. 'AT THE.. WIEST lii!flal!iJ @f' 1'll'ftE
CAMP. THE CAMp· AUO COI'rrAlIIN/EIlil £<.mree:iIlIl!J!,;: 8i~1!iJ 1!..llD\lll91ER. VIllIlll@ •.:···','lI'\ME. ~.'
GUARD fORCE CONSllSTElD ClIfF' 25.. St!lJUJxtmS/;@ilF'-.mE::.Ui\c· IPIEOPl!..E"'S;: ARIMlV' U.IFA)
COMMANDED BY «(PHOUMlt») flllAGMASA"A~:":'~';i~' '(j;,pA (WARDS' 0iA1llf l1!IC. lal\:liATS •
"'lITH 125 HORSEPOWER Ia4GlINIES lllsm: 1Rllll'f.·'mAINlSIPORTATXON. "'~,mE' NEAREST'
VILLAGE WAS Sop' ~N n'tl1 ..56mJO'~ W~TlEII»:-Al1:l@IUl'il" TWO IlULOMETE/RS' S\!lIlOTtlI OlF
THE CAMP. ON TlliI~. !IlIIEST' SlIIIJIE. (JJ • "iJ'HE CAIIIlP".Aaoss "!'!HE. HAM OIlD.. RIVER •. liIIAS
THE PHA KIEO CAVEo "mE: AUtlltU~S: OF'~. mtl9Jl\TES UVlED OOEAR" 1I'lHE. CAMP ON
THE SOUTHERN BOUNOARY. .. '.;"';··~~j~~lb.;~~¥~~·,:·:::.iti.;~:~'t,;;i·i~;~$.i;,~.:·.:;~Ei!'" ·:.d';,~.·;,:,

3~ THE CAMP WAS OIPENm. ltIM PlIUOOsr:.)I975. AND CON1l'/lIIrNElD IF.ORMER RLG
OFFICIALS 'FROM LUAHG. PRAI!llAt«8 AIN/D. ~aKii.,li'IlHCIUlANG PROVINCES ... 7,..,THE. CAMP
CONyAXNED ABOUT 750 PERSDNNEL.~. tMCLU1DIl~·41DIlil·REEOIUlICATXDN INMATES AND
350 FAMILY MEMBERS. THE CAMP \\filS, !:lIlIVl!DEt!lJ lIlNTO FOUR COMPAlNIlIES': .ii'1HlE
FIRST COMPANY ~AS R~SPOHSlaLE FOR ~X~INILNG THE PERSONNEL RECORDS.
MEDICAL TREATMENT. AND. CAMP MlUN1l'ENANCI!1l ... TlMIE SECOND COMPANY WAS
RESPONSIBLE FOR PLANNING. 'CONSTRUCTION•. 'l!IlilUCATION ANO CUSSES; 'i'lliE.
THIRD COMPANY WAS RESIPONSI15l1l.E' /FDA CROP aDLTltVATION. ·81NlfMAII.- HUSI6lb\INlDRY
AND FISHING;. AND THE FOURTH! COMPAN'lI',lIIAs;'IlIESPONSIlSLE" FOR WOOD CUTT·IlNG.
BOAT BUILDING·AND· METAL WORKlING. me ltI\IIW.TES WERE: SENTENCED TO THE
CAMP FOR FIVE VEARS AFTER' WlHlll.CH .mEX~ aslES WOULD" 1elE. IllEVlllElltEO AINID
EACH PERSON WOULD' EIlE. PUcEltr lImo. QOOI!~ (,iJ1F' "Il"tmEE t£TteGORlIES: --'THE' O'lltJj~ST
CATEGORV WAS COIVlPRllSED' OF peRS1DN~~:.~R~ 'iI'@ BE RELEASED FROM
REEDUCATION; THE SECOND CA·'iI'~GOIlll'\f ~E.1IHoSlE l'IllHO WERE'. TO RIEMAIrN ltOO
REEDUCATiON AS SECURllTV/GlOAIRIIJI·PERSONNEL.s·' aooo THE THlrRl\:Ii CATEGORV WERE
THOSE TOBIE ~ENTENCEO TO FURTHEIR·REEDUCATXOM•. THE ~MP WAS' CLOSED IN
1980 BECAUSE Of' BORDER PROBLEMS 1!ll1E'nfeEEN' mE !.AO AIMD OlIXl1IDiES£ ..
GOVERNMENTS AIlIlD THE lIN/MATES WERlE:. a.meR 6llEIl.EASED OR SENii' TO 'REEDUCA­
TION CAMPS II1ID XXENG·KHOUAN~OR Al'8"~~eu PROVXNCES. SOME L~A PERSONNEL
REM~lINIEO AT THE CAMP AND SOMe: JI~MATES' ~e ~EPY AT ~E CAl!llp 'ill) UNO. (
TAE GARDENS AlNO WORK FOR THE- Il.IPA··•... "',, '::' ....,,: ......
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,(b)(3) CIAAct
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Office of Congressional AHairs

Washington, D.C. 20505
Telephone: 482-6136

TO~ . ~Cill· 'J~yl or
.. InVestigator

Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs

OCA 3068-92
29 September 1992

Bob,

Attached please find the response to your

verbal request of 18 August 1992.

Please let me know if you need anything

further.

(b)(3) CIAAct J l. I
k

'
d

.
o n L. Brec enrl ge

Deputy Director for
Senate Affairs

Attachment

FORM 'R 1:3~ OBSOLETE
2·86 D;,;J .;a ~~i~g~;. .(b)(3) CIAAct

(40)

OCA/Senate/JLBreckenridge:jah/c====J{29 Sep ~2)

(b)(3) CIAAct

..
~.: .,

Approved for Re.lease: 2015/.:t. 0_10_6_C_0_6_00_1_2_35 _000043



Pri rlfy Congressional
Action

Declassification of an Extract from a 6 January 1981 Directorate
of Operations Spot Report, "Developments Concerning Alleged
Presence of U.S. Prisoners in Laos"

(b)(3) CIAAct

I=1rrJ:N!:;lnN nATF. SENT
(b)(3) CIAAct

24SEP92

ESTNtlMBER . - ...-.----.

........... '"

RECEIVED FORWARDED

TO: (Officer designation. room number,
and building

DCEA/SEA

t--__DA,T_E..:--_-; OFFICER'S COMMENTS (Number each comment to show from whom
INITIALS to whom. Draw a Ifne across column after comment.)

(b)(3) CIAAct

C/ORMS/CCA (b)(3) CIAAct

(b)(3) CIAAct

DC/ORMS ;-,1 •

(b)(3) CIAAct

~'1
ADDO L].l-Cj

DDO '/
(b)(3) CIAAct

SEC

Priority Handling

000044
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23 September 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR:

VIA:

FROM:

John Breckenridge
Chief, Senate Liaison Division
Office of Congressional Affairs

Office of the Deputy Director for

'Chief, Indochinl Operations Group

Operations
(b)(3) CIAAct

SUBJECT:

REFERENCE:

Declassification of an Extract from a
6 January 1981 Direptorate of Operations
Spot RepQrt, "Developments Concerning Alleged
Presence of U.S. Prisoners in Laos"

18 August 1992 verbal request by Senate Select
Committee Investigator Mr. Robert Taylor

The declassified extract requested by Mr. Taylor is
attached, for passage to him. For internal Agency use only is a
copy o'f the entire Spot Report, which remains classified
SECRET. Please pass the unclassified sheet only to Mr. Taylor.

~,.--------,----------,,\
(b)(3) CIAAct

Attachments:
Extract
Spot Report

1 ---'1. (b)(3) CIAAct

Approved for Release: 2015/1 0!9_6_C_0_60_0_1_2_35 _
000045



C06001235
'Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06001235

(Concerning what appeared to be a high security detention
facility capable of holding perhaps 50 POW's in a remote area to
the east of Nhommarath, Laos):

Analysis of further imagery of 30 'December 1980 located what
,appears to be the number "52", possibly followed by the letter
"K", traced on the ground in an agricultural plot inside the
outer perimeter of the above facility. DIA is unable to ascribe
any particular significance to the' number, but oaK" was given to
u.s. pilots as a ground distress signal. It is thus conceivable
that this represents an attempt by a prisoner to signal, to any
aircraft that might pass overhead.

Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06001 ~?5 _000046
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OCA '0336,- 92

11 FEB 1992'

I

The Honorable Joh.n F. Kerry
Chairman
S'elect Committee on POW/MIA Affairs
united States Sedate
Washington, D.C. : 20510·

Dear Mr. Chairman:
i

i .
This is in response to your letter of December 20, 1991

which requested copies of 'CIA Intelligence Reports on ~liv~
. sighti9gs" ,in La~s after January 21, 1973. We are providing
those reports welha~e identified in this category and ar~ ,
continuing to review our archives to ensure we. fully satisfy
your request.

Tabs A and B !are ·two different forms ~f CIA reports which
were dis.seminateq to Intelligence Commun~ty members concerned
with POW/MIA affairs.' We have declassified these reports for
the use of the C9mmi ttee'.

Tab C cont9i~s intelligence reports which were sent
exclusively to the Defense Intelligence Agency for intelligence
and operational purposes'. Although we have redacted certain
SOUIce informiti6n, these documents remain classified.

~ab D contai~s t~e d6cuments requested byf I
I I Thes~ documents have been redacted but remain
classified. One;of the documents requested bylI IApril i'57, was found to be a. fabricat.....~~·o-n-.-""'A-s-a----.J

, . result, a Fabric~tion Notice.was issued on July 9, 1987 stating
----.-----t-h-?\.t;-t-he-s.G.u-r:-c;;.e-d.f--t.h.e-r.e.p.oLt...-q.g:tl..ibela t e~y~p' r ov i de d fa l.s e and

misleading inforrhation. A copy of the notice is inCIuoeo as
part-Df Tab D. ~

(b)(6)

. :"

., . :.. ,....-~.:. ".~ :~'..., -:':',' .--J":.. :- ._.~. ::'. '.' .:. _ ..(b)(3) C':AAct....
-- -..(b)(3) CIAAcL- ------;-".--.-:.-..... -......~.....--.-..."'_.---..- .....,.... -..... -- .. :~....-...:..:-,-r------~~

~;';::'~~'?~~~::::::~~:;':~:::~~'~~::::::'7'~~:;-b~';;;
-..._- --_._---.--.--,.__._....._--- ---_....- ...._--._---_....- -'

-----.--.- .... --.....-------.--- '-'Approved for Releas~: 2015/10106 C06001242-'-'-- ---._..,~-----'-----.-000049



C06001242
Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06001242

... . a3 LS C"""Lf.1. .

- -_.::_-~-~ .... -_ ...:._~_.-
.---1- ..
-" j:;'."'-- ..'" -01':=-'--'-"'.'

In the event yo~ need any of the originalunredacted
documents for review, please inform us, and we will make them
avaiiable to you.

A copy of this ·letter.is also being provided to
Vice Chairman 'Smith~

Sincerely,

Stanley M. Moskowitz
Director Q~ Congressional Affairs

Enclosures

~ ....
I .

. t .,
_.. ... _. ,,,,M.__ • _ .... ..._ .. •• __• ._.___ -.-.....J_ . __ • ._ ••__•.••_ ......... __ . • _.... _ ..._._.__.... __ ..._._.. __ .. __ • _'"'' . ..• _ ... "._. ... _
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GeA. 0336- 92/1
ill FEB 1992

The Honorable Bob' Smith
vice Chairman ,
Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs
United States Senate
Washington, D.C.- : 20510

Dear Mr. Vice Cha~rman:
I

This is in repponse to your letter of December 20, 1991
which requested cbpies of CIA Intelligence Reports on "live
sightings" in'Lao~ after January· 27, 1~73. We are providing
those reports we have identified in this category and are
continuing to r~view our archi~es to ensure we fully s~tisfy
your request.

Tabs A and B are two different fo~ms of CIA reports which
were disseminated to Intelligence Cemmunity members conc'erned
with POW/MIA affairs. We have declassified these reports for
the use of·the Committee.

Tab C contains intelligence reports which were sent
exclusively to t~e Defense Intelligence Agency for intelligence
and operational purposes. Although we have redacted certain

'source information, these documents remain classified.

(b)(6)
Tab D cont-a ins' the documents' requested by '-- ---1I l Thes~ docum~nts have b~en redacted but remain

class1f1ed. One of the documents requested bylI I A:j?ril :87, was found to be a fabricat:-::1;"';o;;;-;n;;:;--.-"Ar>s"'--"-a---'.
result, a Fabrication Notice was issued pn July 9, 1987 stat1ng
fh-a..t-the~'ou-r.c'e--Q'..f-t:-he--r-e,p0-r-t-Qe-l-i-be..r...a ..t.e~l-¥-p.r ..o.:v.:.i.dJ:~_d fa 1 s e and
mis'leading inforrrjation. A co.py of the notice is included as

. P?rt .·o.f Ta.b.p. I

..(b)(3) CIAAct. .... .'.: . .. ...:.. l"'~:" . .. --... .-
......--- ......--•.- .....---... - .., ._--.----.. - .......- .....-.:.-...... -..._.1-..... :.-.......:---.--:- :~ ...::....'.' -:.:~.-.:.:..:~.---r-----_.....::....._~-,..'. I '. ..----...- .....---

r~~~=~5~~~:::f~!~~.:_~~.'-=..~..·:;;;~~·~~~;:-=
• _....::O::::-.::'"-~. _
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In the event you 'need any of the original unredacted
documents for review,i ·please inform us, and we will make them
available to you. i .

A'coPY of this letter is also being provided to
Chairman Kerry.

Sincerely,

Stanley M. Moskowitz
birector of Congressional Affairs

Enclosures

I

I
i .. -
I
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: PAGE 0001 . J

...------------~. -------~~~~-:~~:::=-~~~-~~- __~_Ib===== _

:'

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR itS DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM;
NSA FOR .ZKZK 00 ZRL DE (EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, NSA);I

STATE ~XCLUSIV~ fOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY, INR; DIA
EXCLUSIVE FOR'~HE DIRECTOR, DIA (DIA IS AUTHORIZED TO PASS'
THIS INFORMATION TO THE JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTERS IN
BANGKOK AND BARBERS POINT, HAWAII, FOR ~OMMANDERS ONLY) ..

r-------------- . _
. }·:'NTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGe.lCY

DIST:
I

20 NOVEMBER i987

EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATI01~ TO ADDRESSEES LISTED Af END OF' REPORT
---~-~-----~----------~------------------------------- -------

. ----------------------+--------------------------------------
COUNTRY: 'LAOS !
SUBJ: . POW/MIA: REf ORTED LOCATION AND IDENTITY OF .

AMERrc~ POW;IN SARAVANE PROVINCE, LAOS

001 :
,
I

1963 TO 9 NOVEMBER 1987

....."..__.__ ..__._-_ _ : ._ _ :.....--_ _ -""'" _ - ---- .-._ ~..-
1

......TEX::r:
. ./ ..

-.- - _ - -. _.- ..-- - ...:.._--'-."-..1.._ ..

..,
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PAGE 0002
TOT: 2019332 NOV 87 I~~ ~

.-..-.----..-- -- -~.- -:.~~~:== ~-:.:--=--.~~~-..-:-~!II-~;.. _t..:._:.==.~-:.-:._~;-.~iz.~'~~';~~_'_=-'W:-=-~~~:"_'~"".,~~~-_~;..:~~.::~-~ _. ,. 'E~~_~.;'.·"-'-'.'.•~._.'~'.'~~~.~:===
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"- ._... . .-....._..... -;... .-- " .. WHO OBTPTNE"if""t"HE INFORMATION
FROM AN.,-PFJ:l:A.MED PERSON :U~_.S'!::~.Q·!;/;~.:.J.0.P}:?24), SAVAN~AiF:fET.:PRO.Y.INCE, AS. ::.:~.,':_-...."

~.: ... .: ..::.~.-....... . OF 9· -NOVE·MB"ER··~r987, N'i Ali~R'ICAN POW 'IS ·BEING HiLD 'IN PAKXE LANONG .

(b)(6) VILLAGE SABAYANE fROVIIKE. THE RESIDENT IDENTIFIED THE AMERICAN ASI. ;(SQURCE COMJiENT: PA.KXE LANONG VI LLAGE IS
DESCRIBED AS CONSISTING OF FIVE HOUSES AND IS LOCATED IN THE GENERAL
DIRECTIQN OF THE LPDR! BORDER WITH THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM,
ABOUT 70 KILOMETERS FROMTA OUI DISTRICJ, SARAYANE PROVINCE. IT WAS
NOT INDICATED IF THE 70 KILOMETERS IS BASED-ON STRAIGHT LINE OR
ACTUAL ROAD DISTANCE. PAK.XE LANONG IS POSSIBLY LOCATED IN THE
VICINITY OF XC8170, APPROXIMATELY 45 KILOMETER~ SOUTH-SOUTHEAST OF .
MUANG NONG (XD6009).); . (b)(6) .'

; -
2. ACCORDING TO IRS RESIDENT,~WAS SHOT -DOWN IN 1963, IN

THE VICINITY OF NAM ~A ·:RON VILLAG~ AND FROM 1964 TO 1968, HE
WAS IMPRISONED AT MUANG NONG, SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE. (SOURCE COMMENT:
NAM PA CHON· VILLAGE IS ,?OSSIBLY IDENTICAL TO NAMPA VILLAGE (XD1273),
SEPONE DISTRICT, SAV~NAKHET.)

(b)(6)

3. THE RESIDENT ~ROVIDED A BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPH DEPICTING
FIYE MEN APPARENTLY B~ING GUARDED BY A SOLDIER ARMED WITH A RIFLE.
FOUR OF THE MEN APPEAR TO BE ORIENTAL WHILE THE FIFTH APPEARS TO BE A
~~UCASIAN. THE RESID~NT IDENTIFIED THE CAUCASIAN AS I I (b)(6)

. FOUR OF THE ~EN 'IN THE PHOTOGRAPH, INCLUDING THE ONE
IDENTIFIED AS I j ARE DRESSED IN A SIMILAR MANNER, WEARING DARK

.WESTERN-STYLE TROUSERS .~D LIGHT COLORED DRESS SHIRTS. THEY ALSO
APPEAR TO. BE BAREFOOTED. THE DRESS AND HAIR STYLES OF THE FIVE MEN
GIVE THE APPEARANCE THAT THE PHOTOGRAPH WAS TAKEN DURING THE PERIOD . (b)(6)
OF THE 1960'S. THE MiN. IDENTIFIED Asl ~PPEARS TO BE IN GOOD
HEALTH AND BETWEEN 25 AND.35 YEARS OF AGE. THE BACKDROP OF THE
PHOTOGRAPH INCLUDES WHAT APPEARS TO BE A WOODEN STRUCTURE AND HEAVY
FOLIAGE.)

I
4. (SOURCE COHHE~T: THE RESIDENT DID N01 INDICATE. HOW HE

ACQUIRED THE INFORMATI;ON ON THE LOCATION AND IDENTITY OF THE ALLEDGED
AMERICAN POW. HE STA~ED THAT HE OBTAINED THE PHOTOGRA~H FROM A
SOURCE IN SEPONE, THE IDENTITY OF WHOM HE WOULD NOT DISCLOSE. THE
RESIDENT SAID· THE PHO~OGRAPH HE PROVIDED REPRESENTED A COpy OF THE
PHOTO PROVIDED BY HIS ·SOURCE. THE RESIDENT DID NOT PROVIDE ANY
INFORMATION PERTAININQ TO THE CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THE ALLEDGED
AMERICAN POW IS BEING ~ELD. INCLUDING WHETHER OR NOt HE IS UNDER
GUARD, OR ON THE STAT~SOF HIS ~EALTH.)

,---_._--------

I
..__ • • • __ •• _ ~_ ._.__• • • ._.__... I-- - __ •
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TO WHSITRM:

TO STATE:
TO DIA:
TO NSA:

EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR WHITE HOUSE
SITUATION ROOM. '

.EXCLUSIVE FOR .THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY INR
EXGLVSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR DIA; ,.
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR', NSA.

s

r ,.,.. ...
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PAGE 0001
TOT; 022021Z NOV 87

. .
--~--------------------_._-------------------------------------------------------. .

TO: DIRNSA, DEPT OF STATE, DlA, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM,
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS.

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THF DIRECTOR, ~HITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM;
NSA FOR ZKZK 00 LRL DE (EXCLUSIVE FOR TEE DIRECTOR, NSA);
STATE EXCLUSIVE FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY, INR; DIA
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR,_ DIA (DIA IS AUTHQRIZED TO PASS
THIS INFORMATION TO. THE JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTERS IN
BANGK~K AND BARBERS POINT, HAWAII, FOR COMMANDERS ONLY).

---------------------------

DIST:

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

.02 NOVEMBER 1987

.~:: ....

-----------------------------------------------------------------
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LiSTED AT END OF REPORT
----------------------------------~------------------------------
COUNTRY: LAOS/VIETNAM

SUBJ: POW/MIA: REPC'HED PRESENCE OF AMERICAN POWS IN HOUA
PHAN PROVINCE, LAOS, AS OF JANUARY 1987

001: 18 JUNE 1968 JANUARY 1987

TEXT:

AS OF }.ANUARY 1987 "SOME" ·FORMER ·AMERWAN POWS WERE-'-- -._ _----.__ __ ~-_.- -_. -------_..~--_..-: ... ---_.--....-.---:

'~_·I~;..,.,,.n,l:04oMl"-lo.. -- """:-_._ .... __.;~--
u. __ _
~~~---";:. ~~- _:".:~~~.

~~.5.:.:-=:;:~::~~:~:,::.~";,:1~:::=~~"';'~::._;:-;~.::_::";~~::=,:;::.;~=~~~C~.::;":'7.':;;::~~-';:':'~;~
----- ...._- --_._--_._~-- ._- .~----------_...- --...-- .~-.-----------_ .._- -.:------
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~'. .... . ....:.. ....... -_. -....... -.

COMMENTED. THAT ONE OF THE
.POWS IS NAMED (FNU) . «HARLAND) , WHO WAS CAPTURED ON 18 JUNE 1968_IN
THE VICINITY OF THE BORDER OF HOUA PHAN PROVINCE AND SON LA' PROVINCE
OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SRV). ACCORDING TO .

. HARLAND WAS DETAINED FOR AN UNSPECIFIED PERIOD OF TIME BUT
,WAS EVENTUALLY RELEASED AFTER HE HAD BEEN "REFORMED". (SOURCE
COMMENT: THE TWO ELDERS GAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT HARLAND CONTTNTTF.B
TO LIV~ IN THE BAN BOUAK AREA UNDER HIS O.WN VOLITION. THE . ._ DID
NOr INDICATE THAT THEY HAVE EVER HAD DIRECT CONTACT WITH HARLAND OR
ANY OTHER POW PURPORTEDLY STILL IN THE AREA).

WASHINGTON DISSEM:
TO WHSITRM: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE

SITUATION ROOM
TO STATE: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY, INR

TO DIA: . '!i EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR. DIA. .

.. _ __. __ __ ._._.. .. _. • _."_ •...:. __ .._·_ ..w._

....- ............-.-..-:-..-.---_.-_.-;-.__.-.---._---.-... -.__...._----.-.

~~~~~:::~~::~~.~~~.-~..--~~"·,~~~~~;;=.::~~~~:3:::~
_._~~---_ ... -.

---'-- -. -_._---
'--- ...--...-.. -- --------:-.--~-·-·-----Approvea-f6-r' 'Release: 2015/10/06 C06001242.----.- --------.-..-000059



C06001242
Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06001242

--~"'-"----------,_:'..-----_._.,-------------_.._._.._----

• w : ••• • ~.::...w~.w_ . w .. W w , .~~':.~._•••__ (b)(3) CIAAct"· .. • .. _••:.:.:-::..••• 'c. ......

I...,.,------,- ----J

TO: PRIORITY DIRNSA, DEPT OF STATE//FOR INR, DIA; TREASURY DEPT,
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM, ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS,
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI, CDRWESTCOM FT SHAFTER HI,'COMIPAC HONOLULU HI,
CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI, CINCPACAF HICKAM AFB HI, FOSIF/WESTPAC,
COMSEVENTHFLT. .

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

.--.....--- - ---

DIST: 29 SEPTEMBER 1987

COUNTRY: LAOS/THA ILAND

SUBJ: POW/MIA: REPORTED CROSSING OF AMERICANS INTO LAOS
FROM THAILAND ·TO MEET AN ALLEGED AMERICAN' POW
PREVIOUSLY DETAINED IN THE SRV.

001: JUNE - 7 SEPTEMBER 1987

.SOURCE:

___w~ •• _ow • • __ •••• • •• , : __ •• __• ._ •• • _. ••••__ __ ••• • ._.:__, _.__• ••: •• __ _ ••_--:' .• _ ,0 __
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~=-~~~q~Swxii::d~~~-i-i~;;;=:~-.-~·.;;~F~~~~--=-· .. ~ry$:~~EP.A~IOO1)~_7.;~:~:~~
T . - .. -. --'. . - - - . - --. ,-." _ ~ . IN 7 SF.PTEMBER. f9,87" A

".- : ..'...._- ...GROUP OF 20, .RESj'STA'NCE ,SOLDIERS -AS:i>0c.I=A·!fE9--WITH .~ :- -..: ,:,iWCOMPANIED
FOUR UNIDENTIFIED U.S. CITIZENS FROM THAILAND TO LAOS FOR THE PURPOSE
OF CONTACTING A U.S. PRISONER OF WAR (POW) WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN
DETAINED 'IN THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SRV). THE GROUP, LEAD
BY ' .. DEPA~TED THAILAND FROM KHEMARAT DISTRICT, UBON
RACHATHANI PROVINCE, CROSSED THE MEKONG RIVER AND ENT~REb LAOS. '
THROUGH SOUTHERN SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE.

2. THE GROUP LEAD BY . -.;tf;f!":!"{ WAS REPORTEDLY TO LINK UP WITH
AN ELEMENT OF THE RESISTANCE FORCES ALREADY IN LAOS. THE FOUR
UNIDENTIFIED U.S. CIT'IZEMS WERE EXPECTING TO RENDEZVOUS WITH THE U.S.
POW WHO WAS BEING BROUGHT ro LAOS FROM THE SRV. THE ·RENDEZVOUS POINT
IS ALLEGEDLY SOMEWHERE IN THE VICINITY OF BAN TANGVAY (WD 7014),
SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE. (SOURCE COMMENT: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
PERTAINING TO THE,IDENTITY·OF THE POW, WHERE HE WAS DETAINED IN THE
SRV OR HOW HE ALLEGEDLY MADE HIS' WAY TO LAOS WAS NOT PROVIDED.)

3· .. IN JUNE 1987
THERE WERE THREE UNIDENTIFIED PERSONS BELIEVEp TO BE U.S. CITIZENS
WHO WERE TEMPORARILY' STAYING IN A HOUSE RENTED BY' IN
MUKDAHAN CITY, MUKDAHAN PROVINCE.
ONE OF THE UNIDENTIFIED PERSONS TELEPHONED AN ASSOCIATE ". IN
JUNE TO DISCUSS MATTERS RELATED. TO "PRISONERS." (SOURCE COMMENT:
THERE WAS NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE DISCUSSION OR THE PERSONS
INVOLVED.)

11

... ... . oJ,..,"'" •

DISSEM: . _.lNT TO USCINCPAC,
IPAC, WESTCOM, PACAF, PACFLT, COMSEVENTHFLT. FOSIF/WF.~'1'PIlr.

........
~_.-_.~. ' - --~:~---_.~_. _._----~ ..~:~._: .._._~ -- _------_ _----_ --~._ ..__ .__._---------_._. ---.- ---------_._-.. -- :_~ - '--"---
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PAGE 0001
TOT: 271958Z AUG 87--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I I
TO: DIRNSA, D,EPT OF STATE, DIA, WHITE-HOUSE SITUATION ROOM,
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS.

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHI~E HOUSE SITUATION ROOM'
NSA FOR ZKZK 00 ZRL. DE (EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR NS~)'
STATE EXCLUSIVE FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY, INR; OIA '
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, OIA AND PASS TO NWS (DIRECTOR
ONLY) . - .

---------------------------
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGE~CY

---------------------------

DISI: 27 AUGUST 1987

COUNTRY:. LAOS

(b)(3)
CIAAct

SUBJ:

001:

POW/MIA: ALLEGED SIGHTING OF A LIVE CAUCASIAN
,AMERICAN PRIS~NER AT KHAM KEDT TOWN, KHOuENG

KHAHMOUAM, LAOS, IN JUNE 1975

JUNE 1975

';'.:=:;;-...::..-;;;-...."I.~;:;::'~ •

~~~:i~~~~t~;:;.2.~~~~:::~~~~~:!:::~~;c:~::.~~~~~~zi~7:;::
---- .._-_._--. -------,----------- I-----
----,- - .--.------------- -------:Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001242----·--------'-- -- .._-..._-.---000062
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~..~~~,~~~~u~m<~.,,· 4=::._ -:'~"'e:\

..... -: ... :~~:""'f'" .:=;=. '- ........1..... : ...=-~:~~

TEXT:' 1... ABOUT J.UNE 1975,. A. CAUCASIAN' PRISONER, ALLEGEDLY I\N
--.... .......-. ···---AMER I-G*NT WAS, ··S·I-FF-I-NG·-ON·--FHE-· ..B:A:.M·BOQ·- F'L00R- 0·F--,A--H0US·E· "I'N"'KHAM-IXE'T:JT- ----.--... - ......- ... --- --;---

TOWN (VF 71.0180);. \.<HOUENG 'KHAHi10UAM, LApS, IN THE CUST.ODY OF' THE' 31ST
SAPPER. BATTALION OF THE FOURTH ffII.:ITAR Y' REGION OF .THE· PEOPLE'S ARMY' . .. ..-.­
OF VIETNAM (PAVN) AND THE tAO ARMY PROVINCIAL UNIT. , THE CAUCASIAN

'HAD SHORT BRQWN HAIR, WAS UNSHAVEN, HANDSOME, WORE A WRIST WATCH AND
0N-I:;Y-H-I-S--S-H0R-'r--T:INDE·RP1ili-rS-.-H-E-W:A:S--kBf)U'l'~1-;7-5-Ifi::.Ll'ERS-T:kI:.-t-.-AeCORDTNG
TO TH~ LOCAL UNIT'S LOUDSPEAKER, HE WAS ~APTURED AT THE LAO-THAI
BORDER, EXACT LOCATION NOT MENTIONED, BY TROOPS OF THE PAVN 31ST
SAPPER BATTALION TWO qAYS BEFORE. A COMPANION OF HIS ESCAPED TO
THAILAND BY SWIMMING THE MEKONG RIVER. THE PRISONER HAD BEEN FORCE­
MARCHED FOR TWO DAYS AND ~IGHTS fROM WHERE HE WAS CAPTURED TO KHAM
KEUT, LOCATED ON ROUTE EIGHT ABOUT 120 KILOMETERS FROM THE VIETNAMESE
PUBLIC SECURITY BORDER CONTROL STATION TO THE EAST. THE CAUCASIAN
WAS LOADED ON A "GAl" TRUCK AFTER LUNCH AN'P TAKEN TO AN UNKNOWN
DESTINATION ESCORTED BY TEN LAO TROOPS.

2. [HE REFUGEE CLAIMED HE WATCHED'THE
CAPTURED CAUCASIAN IN TH~ HOUSE FROM A DISTANCE OF FIVE METERS FOR
SOME 15 MINUTES AND HEARD THE ABOVE BROADCAST.)

WASHINGTON DISSEM:,
TO WHSITRM:

TO STATE
TO DIA
TO NSA

EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR,
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY, INR
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, DIA
EXCLUSIVE F9R THE DIRECTOR, NSA

- ..- --~ ....-... -. _-._­. . .. '.'
- .•• , ... '--=="::::-: '--;-".-

--._-_._-- ._----------_.
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TO: DIRNSA, DEPT OF STATE, DIA, WHITE HOUSE SI!.UATION ROOM,
ZENtCTA-"OFFTCE'-OF~CURR:EN'T-OP ERAT IONS.

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THi DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM;
NSA FOR ZKZK' 00 ZRL DE (EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, NSA);
STATE EXCLUSIVE FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRE;'ARY, !NR; DIA
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, DIA (DIA IS AUTHORIZED TO PASS
THIS INfORMATION TO THE JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTERS IN
BANGKOK AND BARBERS POINT, HAWAII,. FOR COMMANDERS ONLY).

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
----------------------------.:---:' -'---. - - __.- . --- -- ._-_.-

-------.. _-----,-._-_... . .. .-. ------

(b)(3) CIAAct

DISI: 12 JUNE 1987

-------------------------------------------------------------
EXCLUSIVE DISSEM~NATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT
.----------------~------~------------------------------------~

COUNTRY: LAOS/T~{LAND

SUBJ: POW/MIA: ALL EDGED PHOTOGRAPH AND LETTER OF A LIVE
AMERICAN POW IN SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE. LAOS, RECEIVED
IN MAY 1987

DO I : UNKNOWN

TEXT: 1. ON 27 MAY 1987,_....._----_._- ._--. -- .--

.-..c:l-..._ . .• __ •__

"RECEIVED A ROLL OF FILM

._.._..-:--~_.-....- -.' . - . _. - _....--:-::~: ' ...-: -- - - -- -:---:- -.. -.'--
" - -
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§*i,"'&.~~~!i[@)!Sii;r;:*.~~W1!.~~Ji~gliJ1!A;I;N~]F~.!~IiJ~~T~G~2'1~.wi~biI;f,i:fb!g~li!i,IiY:'Jj;;?~~Bz~li.~~·~·-.-:·";;'.':_.::::::=~_=-~
----,- PfiTs(jiifpJrOF" WAR (p.1)w)-I~CtAO·S--..---.-·KEtE'IYeD-t1:n~-·p.lr()TO"'A.ND"""'CE"ItER:' . . ,

.' FROl-1 AN UNIDENTIFIED LAD RESIDENT. .. _.. ,.:- ~'-, ·"ROBABLY
--- _. -_....- . -_.. -KN"OWS.. "T'HE.- IDE~ItI.t.Y:-· 6F-tHE-LAcf·BUT·..Fi.~S.- 'NOT.-WILL,lNG M 1:0 -RE'y'EA"i'::-THE:--~--- -.. "-

NAME.) IN·...ADDITION TO. THE FILM,.,_..... ALSO .RECEIVED,.._fROM THE SAME.
SOURCE, A LETTER ALLEGEDLY' WRITTEN BY THE' POW TO HIS MOTHER. THE

. SIGNATURE ON THE LETTER WAS ((PHENSEN) ,(SIC). THE PHOTO OF THE POW
WAS TAKEN ON AN UNKNOWN DATE AT A LOCATION ABOUT 40 KILOMETERS SOUTH

-'--\-·-----..:.O,::cF=LAKO (XD 5857) IN SA'!ANNAKHET PROVINCE. - THE POW WAS UNDER THE
CON1.:ROL OF THE PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM'S 576T~f BRIGADE. THE'
UNIDENTIFIED LAO WAS ASKING 50,000 BAHT FOR INFORMATION ON THE
AMERICAN PpW. THE PHOTO OF THE ALLEGED AMERICAN, POW IS BLACK AND
WHITE AND SHOWS WHAT APPEARS TO BE AN EMACIATED CAUCASIAN SITTING ON
THE GROUND ON A MAT. HE IS WEARING ONLY A PAIR OF DARK TROUSERS.
HIS FEET APPEAR TO BE ~~OLLE~. THE AGE OF THE PERSON IN THE PHOTO IS
CIRCA EARLY FORTIES. THE PHOTO SHOWS INDICATIONS OF. . '.

BEING A PHOTOGRAEH OF A PHOTOGRAPH., HOWEVER, !HE NEGATIVE. WAS
OBTAINEO-ERQM~_ \ fu~D ·DEVELOPED. THE PRINT FROM THE NEGATIVE
MATCHES ' .. PHOTO. BUT IS MUCH BETTER QUALITY AND DOES NOT SHOW

.THE INDICATI~S OF BEING A PHOTO OF A PHOTO. THE NEGATIVE FILM WAS
THE BRAND flOR~Ofl WHICH IS NOT NORMALLY FOUND IN THAILAND BUT IS
AVAILABLE IN LA01;. THE LE'TTER FROM PHENSEN TO HIS MOTHE~ TO HELP GET
HIM OUT OF JAIL,:CONTAINS MANY ERRORS WHICH WOULD NOT NORMALLY BE
l'1ADE ·B Y A NATIVE ENGLISH SPEAKER.) (HEADQUARTERS COMMENT: THE
EXISTENCE OF A PAVN 576TH'BRIGADE IS UNCONFIRMED.)....._. .... ..... ~ .__ .

DISSEM: FIELD: NONE.

WASHINGTON DISSEM:
TO WHSITRM: EXCLUSIVE FOR. THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM

, TO STATE: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY, INR
TO DIA: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR. DIA
TO NSA: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, NSA.

---_..._.._.._-------_...._-_.._..__._----_...:-..---...- ...-_..--..--.._-------_._..._...- .._----_.-....--_..._._._--_.-.....-
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:~.G;:;;:·~*~7~~~:~~~~&;:;:::::~~~~(b)(3) CIAAce~~~=_;~~~:~~::N~~:J7;;~;~~~~~.;~T
. .

. . .
-----------------~----_._---------------------_:_-~-------------------------------

I· .....
Iro : OIRNSA, DEPT OF STATE, DIA, WHJTE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM,
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS.

(b)(3) CIAAct

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, W~ITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM;
NSA. FOR ZKZK 00 ZRL DE· (EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, NSA);
STATE EXCLUSIVE FQR: THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY, ·INR; DIA
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, DIA AND PASS .TO NWS (DIRECTOR

. ONLY).

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
- ...._-----

._---_._-.._.-.._- -'"

DISI: 30 APRIL 1987

..:..:----------------------------------------------_._------------------- .

EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT

-------------------------------------------------------------------
COUNTRY: LAOS

SUBJ: POW-MIA: ALLEGED AMERICAN POWS SEEN IN 1979 AND i981
BEING. MOVED THROUGH BAN LONG KAT, OUDOMSAI PROVINCE

001: 1979 -1981

TEXT: 1. ACCORDING TO --_.--
_-&A1__.. __. _

BRCUGHT FOUR AMERICAN

~_ .....-. ,.- .... -. ....:.....:.::...... . ... --:;. :_====.="="'''':'.....=
--. ...-_ ......"1"":"••••~.,'-'--__...:..~._:::..:••~:..:.~.:~_••"~~-;,.~=-•.::;;?... _ _" ...:.::r..f.":"-==._'¥~.• ':::e: . -"...:.:.~~ ~'':-"*~?.:::~=',",-,'.c...:.'_-,--,-_ - _-:.!-.': ...--&'t'2.:;:~-::Z.':.:.;'=_-___...:..:...:...:...=7~::::::-~~':-=' , _ ___._ .. .___ ._--_.,--------------'_._-------..----_..
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(b)(1) '-­
(b)(3) .
NatSecAct

~_~~~~~f2~:~~~~~~::~:;~~~==~~~~~~~~~
='-""-''''''''"''';=-"·-·-==''''''''';l~'re;];s-m~R'~O~!FHE~!r~A~E.:s.m-~~-·"~·~~El·;::'1':H·E?"-P.'ifFS-0'm:;R'rA-r-E~A:-M'E:/(t . . .
--------'-~T~._;:.··: ;·S~~O;~E·. "'",: -::.. LE~N~~. FROM KItAJ4 THAT "rRE 'FOUR ,AM'ERICAN5- HAD

'''- -·--·B·EEN...:.CAHt:J-R:ED-A-F--M:A:UNG· H0UN--EQc- 5'829~-,--'OUDOMS1\:I -'PROv-INCE' -IW-A-·p-t..KNE........ -.- ----.-----.. - .-----..
CRASH (NFl).' 'THE 'PRISCNERS' WERE BEING- MOVED FROM PRISON AT PHON P.A: .
RAI, .WHICH IS TWO KII,.OMEtER·S -WEST OF BAN- THIN' (R-c- 0892); OUDOMSAI - ..-­
PROVINCE, ON ORDERS OF- HIGHER AUTHORITIES WHO~TED THE PRISONERS

- HIDDEN AND PUT INTO ARE-EDUCATION PROGRAM.- . _ . -SAID THAT IN 1981
-------H-E-I::E-A:R-N-ED-FROM1 r-k-VTI:LA:GE~-OrBA.N-Trwr-(UTfCUNK)-WHO---

CAME TO S VILLAGE TO BUY FOOD THAT TWO OF THE AMERICANS HAD DIED
FROM SICKNESS AND STARVATION AND TWO WERE STILL' ALIVE. THE AMERICANS
WERE RAISING CHICKENS AND MAKING HANDICRAFT ITEMS AT A COVERT SITE,
(NFl) .

2. ACCORDING TO -- - _. '---.. -- ----
_. IN OR ABOUT MARCH 1979 WHEN HE

VISITEp HIS HOME AT BAN LONG KAT HE SAW FOUR AMERICANS IN THE VILLAGE
WHO'WERE BEING GUARDED BY OUDOMSAI PROVINCIAL POLICE. THEY HAD A
MEAL AT BAN LONG KAT AND LEFT IN A SOUTHEAST. DIRECTION. THREE DAYS
LATER THE POLICE CAME THROUGH THE VILLAGE AGAIN BUT WITHOUT THE
AMERICANS. ._ ..._---. --- .... __.---.

DISSEM: FIELD: NONE~

WASHINGTON DISS?M:

TO WHSITRM: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM

. TO STATE: 'EXCLUS~VE FOR THE ASSI;iTANT SECRETARY, INR

TO DIA: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, DIA

..-:-.":.••• =... ,,-: •••-' . - -_._ .._._-~ ...:. ...... _.....

--'--'--"---'---'--'-------.--_._---
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DIST: 28 J\PRIL 1987

------------------------------------------------------ ----~--

EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATIO] TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT .END OF REPORT
---------~-~-------------------------~---------------- -------

COUNTRY: LAOS'

SUBJ: POW/MIA:: AI,. .EGED AMERICAN REPORTED:JY BEING CARED FOR
BY HMONG IN EARLY 1987 AT SALEO VILLAGE, SAVANNAKHET
PROVINCE, LAJS

001: EARLY MARCH 1987

-------------------- ADDENDUM-----------~----------

1. ON 8' APRIL 1987 Ac=J INFORMATION REPORT WITH _TH~L_._ _ (b)(3) NatSecAct
ABOVE HEADING AND NUMBER WAS ISSUED. THE DEBRIEFING OF" -.---- ..

.---'=-~·-\-ON 14 APRIL REVEALED' THAT ON 5 AND 6 APRIL 1987,
-. -._. -- -----.. ----- 'TRAVELED TO SALEO (NCA) VIL-LAGE,'
SALEO CANTON, SAMOI (XD 9416) DISTRICT, SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE;
LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC (LPDR), TO ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN

.. .*.- - __.•.•;: :~:.-.- -

_,...__.__.. . . ..__.~._ .. ,--------_.-,,----------0;0---'-
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~~t~~i~~tta~~~q~f§[~ii~~~~~i~~~F5~~f~~~.3
. ..,.. NE'AR:"THE"-VTBTN"A11B'OR:DER'7'-S'AI-:-E'Q V'![L:AGFCONS:rST.ED OF. SIX.' .. ... .

HOUSr.;s:...AND APPROXIMATEL'r 30-1+0 ·INHABITANTS. . ._'.
-,_. " -' "--""- ... ---~.- -' ..- "'--~-'--:-ACtbMl"AINEb' ..._.. ~ ...- Ot,i:"THE:-rR".flL --.. ;-.- ""'"CLAIMED--''' --..... ..- -.--------....

" TO HAYJ:: PERSONALLY SIGHTED.: TWO LIVE AMERICANS...BEIN.G: HELD .BY '.
LOCAL HILLTRIBES, BUr" SAID THAT·HE WAS NOT ALLOWED CLOSER THAN .
100 METERS FROM THE AMERICANS; ----SAID THAT THE HILLTRIBE
CARETAKER DEMANDED A PAYMENT OF 5.00 OF THE "OLD FRENCH SILVER COINS"
BEFORE HE C"~ WOULD BE ALLOWED TO 'APPROACH THE AMERICANS~- --- ..
I I COMMENT: THE FRENCH COINS ARE VALDED AT 2,800 KIP EACH (b)(3) NatSecAct
AND'.ARE HIGHLY .SOUGHT AFTER BECAUSE OF THEIR HIGH SILVER
CONTENT. THE COINS ARE AVAILABLE FROM PRIVATE SHOPS IN LAOS.
U.S.$1.00 EQUALS 35 KIP At THE OFFICIAL RATE OF EXCHANGE AND
MO~E THAN 409 KIP AT THE CURRENT BLACK MARKET RATE.)

2•. --:-'~'" "-'. SAID THAT THE TWO AMERICANS WERE- DRESSED IN

LOCAL VILLAGE COSTUMES. ALSO CLAIMED TO IiAVE LEARNED
THAT ONE OF THE AMERICANS ~ MARRIED A LOCAL VILLAGER AND
HAD TWO SONS,'A FIVE-YEAR-OLD ANQ A THREE-YEAR-OLD. THE
AMERICAN HAD REPORTEDLY BEEN KEPT SINCE THE "LAM SON 917
OPERATIONS'. II . fHE LAM SON 917 OPERATIONS
WERE SUPPRESSION OPERATIONS DESIGNED TO CLOSE THE HO CHI MINH
TR~IL DURING THE VIETNAM WAR:)

3 . ._f_.._ IN HAND DRAWN SKETCHES OF THE AREA
MADE BY ... ,,::._. SALEO VILLAGE APPEARS TO BE IN 'THE VICINITY
OF XD 5570, LOCATED NEAR THE TIGER CAVE (TRAM SUA).AND THE
HOUAI NAMSE STREAM. THE VILLAGE IS LOCATED ON THE WEST
BANK OF THE STREAM AND LiE LOCATION WHERE THE AMERICANS WERE
ALLEGEDLY BEING KEPT WAS ON THE EAST BANK. IN THE SKETCH
MAP .~.. -' INDICATED THAT IT IS ABOUT ONE DAYS WALK FROM
SALEO VILLAGE TO SAMOI DISTRICT TOWN AND ANOTHER ONE-HALF
DAYS WALK (BASED ON APPARENT DISTANCE QNLY) TO TA-OY, THE
LOCATION OF OTHER REPORT3D StORIES OF AMERICAN PRISONERS OF
WAR. DONG VILLAGE (XD 5138) IS LOCATED ON THE OTHER
SIDE OF'TA-OY VILLAGE FROM SAMOI TOWN. DONG VILLAGE WAS THE
SITE OF AN LPDR REEDUCATION CAMPi HOWEVER, NO RUMORS Of
AMERICAN PRISONERS WERE ASSOCIATED WITH THE CAMP.)

..~~ .. --------._--- .. - .

'-

\.

.. - . . .
~~~_.._~~~~;.::==~~~~~~~~ ..\~:.:.:... -"'-.. _--'--'-...=.~""'.-=;:f~~:;;;;;..~._-__.:.....=--=-__-."'-'~_~~.i..~

'"
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. TO DrA: EXCLUS'IVE' fOR THE: DIRECTOR, DIA .
-...---_... ------ ------.- ---- 0·- S-------- - .. ~'- -. --.- ---..- -------.- ..... --....-- --.---.- -----.-.---..•,-.

_ . T N A: ... EXCLU.Sr.y;::.. FOR T.HE. DI~EC.TOR,. NSA... ."_.

END OF MESSAGE

.-..:,...-
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. . r

(b)(3) CIAAct

PASS:

DIST:

EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM;
NSA FO~ ZKZK 00 ZRL DE (EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECrOR, NSA);
STATE EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR; DIA EXCLUSIVE FOR THE
DIRECTOR, DIA (DIA IS AUTHORIZED TO PASS THIS INFORMATION TO
THE JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTERS IN BANGKOK AND BARBERS
POINT, HAWAII, FOR CO~~DERS ONLY).

-~----~----------------_ .._-
CENTRAL INT~LLIGENCE AGENCY

09 JANUARY 1987
-----------~---------------------------------~-------- --------

EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION FOR ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT
----------------------_._---------------------_._---------------

I

COUNTRY: LAOS

SUBJ: POW-MIA: REPORTED RECAPTURE OF ALLEGED L!VE MISSING­
IN-ACTION AMERICAN IN KHAMMOUAN PROVINCE,' LAOS BY THE
LAO PEOPLE'S ARMY

DOl: 4 JANUARY 1987

ide

.._._-----------_._-----.--------,~-------

I'
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~~~1ii£'..;;Ei~-::S;'fFJgRiill's.6.~~£~~~]~~~I5'T0=~'FHcD:'$'I~'fr1tE~:;'lP~1f::E=1?tr~iF'.%:]H·~kaffiH0re:I~ES::::ii:;:;~~7j$..~"P;;;;
SEEMED TO HAVE BEEN: AWARE OF' THE PRIS'ONERS' EXISTENCE' BUT. NOT .. HIS

... - ..-----. -. ·----·..E-x:AG! I:.0GA-=F10N-.-·:"'=-:":·SA-ID--THA-1--H.E-GAV·E":"::'---3PQUSE--1-,-OOO- BAH-T-, ·BU:r.·_·WAS---- .-------'--....--....
NOT ABLE TO LEARN ANY" ADDITIONAL' INFORJ1ATION: FROM HER ABOUT THE'
ARREST. .. ...... ABOU.T 2'6:' BAHr EOUAC!or Ii _.cr: .~n ..nn·:): ..~.- '..:"- .....

..

WASHINGTON DISSEM:
TO WHS ITRM:

TO STATE:
TO DrA:
TO NSA:

--~--_ .. -~--~ -

. ---: ----.- ",}

EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE
SITUATION ROOM
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR. DrA
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DI~ECTOR. NsA

...- ~_..=--__ _====.__._-...~.~__ ..~ . ~'"""='=" ..-'--_=e -

---'-....:..---'-::.,...,-~::-;~~~~~~:='~7".-----':..:.-':=-"-==,-:::::-~:~~:...-------".-"-'..=.=""=~~~~~:;;:.:.:~~."-.. ----.-- .:..:z.~.:?:~.~~:.:.-~-:_. - _.l.·.::;~:.:~~sr~:--'--------_._-------

Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06001242000072



o
U
T
G
o
I
N
G

(b)(3)
CIAAct..,
S
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. (b)(3) CIAAct· __M • __ ~ •• _ •• M .. _ •• __ ••• _.....- ., ". ._--_.- .--- .

PAGE 001' . I'.,
TOT: 2923:i,4Z DEC B6 •,. ,. .: 1:.'

------ .. _-----------------------------------------------~-,

---------------------------

29 DECEMBER 1986OIST:

EXCLL~IYE OISSEMINATlON TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT ENO OF ~EPORT
------------------------------------------------------.,. -----

----------------------._----~---------------------------.----

". 1'- 1' ~~~~-

./

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR. WHITE H,OOSE SITUATION ROOM:
NSA FOR ZKZK 00 ZRL DE (EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR. NSA):
STATE EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR. INR: DIA EXCLUSIVe FOR THE
DIRECTOR. DIA (DIA IS AUTHORIZED TO PASS THIS INFORMATION TO
THE .JOINT CASUALTY 'RESOLUTION CENTERS IN BANGKOK AND BARBERS
POINT. HAWAII. FOR COfoI1<IANOl:.RS ONLY).

._-------------------------
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENcy

-----------------. ;:;-.... --;::1===========1
1

TO: OIRNSA. DEPT OF STATE. OlA, WHI~E HOUSE' SIT~ATION ROOM.
ZEN/CIA OFrICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS.

.. '.:'

--'.....
t;:~~.f.

p...........
'''''!-:-~

. ': '.'"

I

,I
I

---------

LAOS

POW/MIA: ALLEGED A~RICAN PRISONER-OF-WAR BEING HELD
IN VIENGSAI DISTRICT. HOUA ?HAN PRUVINCE, LAOS

7 OCTOSER 1986

r,.

SUS.J:

001:

TEXT: I. ON 7 OCTOSER·1986. I
_.n....

M
E
S
S
A
G
E

--,---...----.. -..... -=-~ "'. ..CLAIMED THAT
TOLD HIM THAT ~E WAS' iN POSSESSION OF A PHOTOOI?APH, SIGNATURE.
PARENTS' NAMES. STATE OF RESIDENCE. A RECOROEO CASSETT~AND Ro~L.
OF fY~~ -oNCERNING AN Ait4i!RICAN PRISONER-OF-WAR (POW)." SAID
THAT .•010 NOT SHOw' T>-lE ITEMS TO J:1lM...,M!O CLAIMED TO ac "r"4.1) OF
THE LPDR AUTHORITIES. ACCORDING TO' _ WAS ~ILLlr~ TO SELL
THE ITEMS FOR 100.000 BAHT. "-''7 . ABOUT 26 BAHT EOUALS
U.S. $1.00).

- ..
to:. __

o
U
T
G
o
I
N
G

\._-- .. _'"
...... - ... .AIO THAT ~ "AS ,\CQUAINTEO
\:lITH THE P011 I:iHILE.k:IEJLr S IN REEoi./cATI£l'" 'NO HA'D:ACOUIRED THE ITE/:!lS
DURING THAT PERIOO. ._CLAIMEO THA1'- ",...HAD BEEN ARRESTED AND
EXECUTED BY THE LPO~ 'GoVERN-IENT _DURI~ 1984. AS A RESULT OF HIS P01lI
RELATED ACTIVITIES. AFT"R' OEATH,. __ 'HAD HIOOEN·THE ITEMS ~RE
THEY STILL REMAINED.

3. (SOURCE COMMEN: AGREED TO RETURN TO VIENTIANE
OlJRING EARLY Hl87 AND ATTEMPT' fO CONVINCE .:~_ ro PROVIDE THE NAM!.

M
E
S
S
A

~ 4

_. -_.._........._M~ ..~ ..fl
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I
WASHINGTON OISSEM:

TO WHS ITRM :

TO STATE:
TO OIA:

_.. !~ NSA:

EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR WHITE HOUSE
SITUATION ROOM. '
~;CLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR INR
EXCLU~IVE FOR THE DIRECTOR' CIA'
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE CIRECT~: N~A'

M
E
S
S
A
G
E

0
U
T
G

; 0I, I

':1
N
G

M
I

EI

1 s
S
A
G
E

a
u
T
G
o
r
N
G

WI
E
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A
G
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TEXT: J.e..' ON 26' DE'CEi'1BE1 198.6; "~.~=.' '.~~. . , " ._.
CROSSED 'FROM VEUN""PRABAT "VILLAGE; TJiA'-:UTHE'N DIs-tRICT, . NAK.H6"N PHANOM .
PROVINCE, THAILAND INTO LAOS TO ATTEMPT TO VERIFY THE EXISTENCE OF
ALLEGED LIVE AMERICAN MISSING-IN-ACTION(MIA) HOWARD D.

-'-·------(-~STEPHENSO"N)·)·_;_REPQ.mP.r.:_y-B'ETNG-HIDDEN""FK01'CTHE-LAO-AUTHORITIES IN
KHAMMOUAN PROVINCE. , TRAVELED BY BUS TO ~~I (WE '2125) DISTRICT
TOWN. TWO DAYS LATER:"'HE TRAVELED THROUGH PHAKEO (WE 6512) VILLAGE TO
PAK PHANANG (WE 7723) VILLA.G~ WHERE HE ALSO REliAINEILf.91LI.v{Q .PAY$.• ,.__
WHILE AT PHM(EO VILLAGE, WAS TOLD BY .r- ,.'.. ,

WHERE STEPHENSON WAS RE~ORTEDLY BEING HIDDEN, THAT THE LAO PEOPLE'S
ARMY (LPA) HAD RAIDED THE VILLAGE AND RECAPTURED STEPHENSON ON 20
DECEMBER. --~ CAUTIONED --'~AGAINST TRAV~ING TO NAPANG VILLAGE
WHICH WAS StILL QUITE 11~' '_.~ PERSUADED-- " TO ACCOMPANY HIM TO
NAPANG VILLAGE BECAUSE... .....::. BEING RE~ATED TO MAl WOULD PROVIDE A
REASON FOR TRAVELING THERE. ~AS NOT AWARE OF
THE PURPOSE OF~--' TRIP TO ATTEMPT TO VERIFY THE STORY .OF
STEPHENSON'S EXISTENCE. HOWEVER, THE REPORTED LPA RAID ON NAPANG
VILLAGE HAS NOT BEEN INDEPENDENTLY' VERIFIED.) ,

,~ . --'- '-...,

- __ 2•.' AT NAPANG VILLAGE ON 31 DECEMBER.'
,SAID THAT LPA HAD RAIDED THE VILLAGE W.ITHOUT__T~E KNOWLEDGE OR

INVOLVEMENT OF THE MILITIA AND THAT " . rHE VILLAGER WHQ
HAD' HIDDEN STEPHENSON, HAD BEEN ARRESTED ALONG ~rTH STEPHENSON AND
THE TWO OF THEM HAD B~E~ TAKEN_TO AN UNDISCLOSED LOCATION IN
BOUALAP~ (WE 8075) DISTRICT. SAID THAT TO .\OMITTED TO CARING FOR
THE PRISONER TO ~HE LPA BUT HAD NOT YET' INFORMED THEM THAT ANY OTHER
NAPANG VILLAGERS WERE INVOLVED. PROMISED,TO FOLLOW THE MATTER AND
SAID THAT IF TO HAD CONFIDED STEPHENSON'S EXACT LOCATION TO HIM. HE
WOULD HAVE PERSONALLY HELPED STEPHENSON TO ESCAPE TO THAILAND WHEN
THE LPA CAME.' . SAID THAT AS FAR AS HE KNEW, STEPHENSON HAD BEEN A
"SPECTRE" AIRCRAFT PILOT WHO HAD BEEN CAPTURED IN THE 'AREA Of SEPONE
(XU 3244) AT AN UNKNOWN DATE AND WAS LATER TRANSF~RRED T9 BOUALAPHA
DISTRICT. BOUALAPHA DIST~ICT HAD BEEN ATTACKED BY THE RESISTANCE AND
OVERRUN. STEPHENSON HAD ESCAPED AND M~I WHO HAD CARED FOR HIM
SINCE. (SOURCE COMMENT:- ACCORDING TO __ " . .. ...... HAD BEEN
ATTACKED BY THE RESISTANCE IN 1980, '. 'THOUGHT THAT THE ATTACK WAS

. BY A RESISTANCE FORCE LED BY - . .' THE LPA MAY HAVE
.BEEN ALERTED TO STEPHENSON'S PRESENCE IN THE NAPANG AREA BECAUSE OF
TO'WHO HAD OPENLY TRAVELED TO THAKaEK TOW~.TO PURCHASE MEDICINES FOR
THE MIA AND HAD USED BAHT THAI CURRENCY. MAY HAVE B~EN UNDER
SURVEILLANCE FOR SOME TIME:)

3. SAID THAT ~lY VILLAGER FROM NAPANG COULD HAVE REPORTED

.. ._-._ .. _ -- -~ -.-

.
• ....::"d.-i::.::. :..~ ....,."":..~'____.....:.o.".;._=':;.::":-:: :..--:.. "x.!o:.~::.:... _

. .. _. -"--. ..-... ... , ...- ...... _. - ....
~.';.~ :~-:;:~=~---=--_-'-':'-' --=--='-7~~;'. '_~':'~=:-~'" . . "'::1-~~::;'~r ~:~--=J,___ _ , .__... .. .~ ..,.,---
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EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT
-----------------------------~--------------------~--- -------

COUNTRY:. LAOS
• I

SUBJ: POW-MIA: ALLEGED StGHTING OF'TWO AMERICAN PRISONERS­
OF-W~ BEING lIELD IN THE DAKCHUNG AREA OF SARAVAN,
PROYINCE; LAOS

DOl: 12 NOVEMBER 1986 3 JANUARY 1987

COR R E C TID N

\ .

..~ --~ , ._.._-. - .

\ \

._----_._---------_._.__.-_..-------------------:---.
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~---'" -. .

j-
i
!

- , IN, JUNE 1985 J INDICATED THAT '. __ . CLAIMED
TO HAY;' SEEN~£~UCAS I.-'J'LlllUL~AS-ID.EN.r~El.ED-T.O~H-IM-AS-A-).R-I-SGN.ER~. _
...:. AND·". . WHO WAS A

CLOSE ACQUAINTANCE, TRAVELED. ON FOOT FROM POUI (XB 8329) 'VILLAGE
THROUGH XAKHE (YB 0352) AND KENGSAI (YB 0363) VILLAGES TO CHAPON (NCA)
VILLAGE. ·FROM CHAPON VILLAGE, THEY TRAVELED NORTHEAST TO AN UNLOCATED
AREA' NAMED HOUA, PHQU SOUT TO VISIT WITH' .._ .... /. DURING THE
ONE NIGHT VISIT IN THE AREA, WHICH CONrAI~~D.APPROXlMATELY·TEN HUTS FOR
HOUSING THE.GUARDS AND THEIR FAMILIES,' . SAID HE OBSERVED THE
CAUCASIAN WALKING AT A DISTANCE ESTIMATED TO BE ABOUT 200 METERS.' .

I , ISA~D THAT THE CAUCASIAN WAS 'ABOUT 1.6 METERS IN HEIGH.T ~D ~A:(b)(3) NatSecAct
EASILY RECOGNIZED BECAUSE HE HAD NOT BEEN WEARING ASHlR~(
CLAIMED TO HAVE ASKED wHO\THE MAN WAS AND . 'REP~ATED

_ .......J:.HE QUESTION' . IN THE LAVEN DIALECT. :; ._. -. . ... .. ..- - .-.- ---..
-" ..... - -- - _ ...-- I TOLD -..:---- ;" -~THROUGH f'_ .. :

THAT THE MAN WAS A PRISONER. . SAID THAT HE DID NOT REMEMBER
MANY OF THE DETAILS CONCERNING SPOTTING THE:piisONER BECAUSE AT THE TIME

.HE HAD NO INTEREST IN HIM.

-----------••__• -,"-- -- ._.!.

WASHINGTON DISSEM:
TO WHSITRM:

TO SrATE:
TO DIA:
TO NSA:

---/---

, ,
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE
SITUATION ROOM.
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR.
EXCLUSIVE FOR rHE DIRECTOR, DIA.
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DI~ECTP~, NSA.

.. - ._._,. -- ~'-:':':'?-~ :-;;--- .. .. . '-." ._-:-;;-:-:; .:'-: --":'-- - ._.......- -"'::",-. :-=-.-' " -- - ~:--:.: ,- ..
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L...- -•.-._ :.-: :~:. >J.q.T:; 292328Z Did 86 . .;~I I .-., . .:.
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.- .
:·E57::=;::.GfBt -- .. % . &af4llU:uJ~":

--~L._=__-___::_---=__-
TO: DIRNSA, DEPT OF STATE, DIA, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM,
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS.

--'-'(b)(3) CIAAct·--

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE. HOUSE SITUATION ROOM;
NSA FOR ZKZK 00 ZRL DE (EXCLUSIVE FOR T~E DIRECTOR, NSA);
STATE EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR; DIA EXCLUSIVE FOR THE
DIRECTOR, DIA CDlA IS AUTHOR~ZED TO PASS THIS INFORMATION TO
THE JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTERS IN BANGKOK AND BARBERS
~OINT, HAWAII, FOR COMMANDERS ONLY) ..

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
-..- .__ ..- '-'-

DIST: 29 DECEMBER 1986
-------------------------------------------------------------

. EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION' ·TO· ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT
-------------------------------------------------------------

COUNTRY: LAOS
..'

SUBJ: POW-MIA: ALL~~GED SIGHTING OF' TWO AMERICAN PRISONERS­
OF-WAR ~EING HELD IN' THE DAKCHUNG AREA OF SARAVAN
PROVINCE, LAOS

DOl: 12 NOVEMBER 1986

..- -. -~--_._-~~----- . -
TEXT: 1. ON 12 NOVEMBER 1986,

-.._.- ".-. - '" ':"': ~:._- . -- --'-' ''' ..:.:..... '.-; -:-
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. TRAVE.LED' TO'THAKHEK (VE 80.23). DISTRICT IGWN,. KHA.l1l10.U:AN. P.ROVINCE, LAO.
----.--..- ...-.- ... ,P.E.o.P..LE~.S_DEMO.CRAT.I.C_. REECB LIC-CLP-DR.).-,...:r.o--V-I-S·I-T·-A-REl.A-I-I-V·E·.· ··--WH-II::E-IN--'-- -'- .._-_ .....- .. _... - ----

. TH:AKHEK ·TOWN·~ SOSAK WAS R'EUNnED' WITH', HTS' 'FATHE~,:' . . .' ..
. - A F0RMER' ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT SERGEANT', : AFTER:'TEN' YEARS'," ...

" A RESIDENT OF SA P!iAI' (WB' 7779) VILLAGE',. PAKSE DISTRICT,
CHAMPASSAK PROVINCE, TOLD' THAT HE HAD T~AVELED TO THE DAKCHUNG
(Y.C--42.1-1-)--AR.EA-,-N-EAR-T-HE.-SAR-A-V.AN-AND-A-T-IOp·E-'!:J-·P·F:0V-I-NG-IAb-B'8R-DE-R-AS-A-'
SHAL,L SCALE TRADER WHERE HE MET AND SPOKE' WITH TWO U. S. PRISONERSOF­
WAR (POWS). DAKCHUNG IS LOCATED APPROXIMATELY i2 KILOMETERS· EAST OF

,ATTOPEU PROVINCE. ,ACCORDING TO' _ , . SAID THAT ONE OF THE
Pq~S .. W.AS LEAN AND TALL AND THE OTHER WAS RATHER FAT AN~ NOT TOO TALL •

.CLAIMED TO' HAVE BEEN ABLE. TO' SPEAK WITH THE POWS IHROU§! THE
·UNN.A.M:ED SON OF A FRIEND WHO WAS A GUARD AT THE PRISON. '... TOLD
~. THAT HE SPOKE WITH' THE 'POWS IN ENGLISH AND WAS TOLD BY THEM·
. THAT' THEY WERE "CRYING" TO' GO HOME.

:..:.:.-=.'-~ -
2.. . REJURNED TO THAILAND ON 15 NOVEMBER, AFTER MAKING

PLAN'S TO RECONTACT. , ;ON 19 NO~MBER TO PURSUE_THE MATTER.
SOMSAK MISSED THE RETURN DATE AND ON 22 NOVEMBER. -\-' --_., ---
- -; --'.- YOUNGER BROTHER, TRAVELED FROM 1JfAKHEK TO NAKRON
PH,ANOM TO FOLLOW UP. PU..NS WERE AGAIN MADE 'FOR - .",_. TO TRAVEL .TO
THAKHEK ON. 1 JANUARY 1987, IF' AR~ANGEMENTS 'COULD BE HADE. -~-.--.

PLANNED TO ATTEMPT TO HAVE HIS FATHER TRAVEL TO MEET HIM IN 'THAKHEK
IF POSSIBLE. (SOURCE COMMENT: ------ INITIALLY R~QUESTED 10,000 BAHT
TO MAKE THE TRIP TO PAKSE TOJ!gI HIS FATH~R.) ,-' -·----ABOUT
26 BAHT EQUALS U.S.$1.00.) ~AS TO HAVE HIS FATHER OBTAIN
DETAILS ABOUT THE POWS INCLUDING NAMES, DATES AND ~ SKETCH MAP OF THE
PRISON AND SAID THAT IT WOULD 'TAKE ABOUT TEN DAYS UNTIL MID-JANUARY
TO' OBTAIN THE INFORMATION.··· .:: ALSO SAID THAT IF THE SOURCE WERE
NOT HIS FATHER, HE WOULD NOT BELIEVE THE STORY. .

WASHINGTON DISSEM:

TO WHSITRM:

TO STATE:
TO DIA:

___ "U) .IIlRA:....·__

EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE
SITUATION ROOM.
EXCLUs-ryE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR.
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, DIA•.

--'" F.Xr.UIS H.F. FOR THE DIRECTOR. NSA.

-
. ....-..-.. -::::~. '.-::-.- .

Approved for Release: 2015110106 C06001242
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-f I . MSO PAGE. 0001 . .
. . TOT: 231422z DEC 86 I
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(b)(3) CIAAct

IMMEDIATE DIRNSA, DEPT OF STATE, DIA, WHITE HOU$E SITUATION ROOM,
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS.

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHIT~HOUSE SITUATION ROOM; .
. NSA FOR. ZKZK 00 ZRL DE (EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, NSA);

STATE EXCLUSIVE lOR THE DIREcTOR, INR; DIA EXCLUSIVE FOR THe
DIRECTOR, DIA (DIA IS AUTHORIZED TO PASS THIS INFORMATION TO
THE JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION'CENTERS IN BANGKOK AND BARBERS
POINT, HAWAJI, FOR COMMANDERS ONLY).

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY'

DIST: 23 DECEMBER 1986
-------------------------------------------------------------
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT
-------------------------------------------------------------

COUNTRY:

SUBl:

DOl:

LAOS

POW-MIA: STATUS OF ALLEGED LIVE MISSING-'IN-ACTION
AMERICAN IN K.ViliMOUAN PROVINCE, LAOS ..

8 DECEMBER 1986

.\

.. - ......~.- .._.~- -_ ..- .. - .
..- - ---:-:::':".:"':- .. -
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(b)(6)

.. ,
___.- _ ,_ ... ..,L.\,,/, TO

, DISCUSS THE ALLEGED LIVE AMERICAN MISSING-IN-ACTION WHO WAS BEIN~G~ _
---HELD-n~-·-KHAM.MOUAN PROV-INCE. AFTER - ESTABL.IS.HED HIS BONA FIDES WITH

..,- BY PROVIDING HI!! WITH THE SIGNATURE OF ;._ . ' :::: :--.- A

. SLIP OF PAPER WITH THE NAME "H.D. «STEPHENSON)), I '
AND PROTESTANT" WRITTEN ::IN. IT. ACCORDING TO. ,S LEPRE WAS
SERIOUSLY ILL WITH ~LARIA. THE NAPENG (WE 7120) VILLAGER CARING FOR
STEPHENSON, «TO)) (LNU), TOLD} 'THAT HE HAD SOLD A.PAIR OF OXEN
VALUED AT APPROXIM.UELY 4,50.0 BART, A CART AND THREE "RANGS" (PIKES ...
OF SILVER BARS)' TO PURCHASE INJECTION 'MEDICINE FOR STEPHENSON .....
----, ..., - ABOUT, 26 BAHT EQUALS U. S. $1.00 AT TIiE OFFICIAL EXCHANGE
RATE. STEPHENSON H.D. I~ LISTED ON JCRC RECORBS AS AN AIR FORCE
MAJOR, WHO WAS A CREW MEMBER, ON AN AC 130 AIRClAFT SHOT DOWN IN 1972
IN LAOS AT'XD 165414, WHICH IS IN THE GENERAL PR~A OF NAPENG
VILLAGE.)'

2.; TOLD TO HAVE SI~HON COME FOR STEPHENSON IMMEDIATELY
BECAUSE TO WAS AFRAiD OF BEING TURNED IN TO ~ lPDR AUTHORITIES FOR
HARBORING HIM. _.- .. CLAIMED TO HAVE GIVEN: _.6,000 BAHT, 4,000 OF
WHICH WAS FOR ~; WHICH HE RAISED BY-SELLING A'RELATIVE'S NECKLACE­
AND BY BORROWING FROM ACQUAINTANCES. I HAD SPEN.r 1.500_BAHTJQVRING
HIS T~IP ~HICH LAST..E.tLUNTIL 12 DECEMBER. . ~- . __

-_. "~'_ w ,__

WASHINGTON DISSE~:

TO WHSITRM:

TO STAlE:
TO DIA~'
TO NSA:

EX~LUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE' HOUSE
SITUATION ROOM
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIR~CTOR, INR
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, bIA
EXCLUS I·VE FOR THE D.IRECTOR, NSA

"---"

. "~"'--_''::;;'';::'~ ....:._;.. ,...._._.-. -_.. '.,:...... --;--,- .
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I I (b)(3) CIAAct_
TO: DIRNSA, DEPT OF STATE, DIA, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM,.
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS.

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM;
NSA FOR ZKZK 00 ZRL'DE (EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, NSA);
STATE EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR. INR; DIA EXCLUSIVE FOR THE
DIR.ECTOR; DIA (DIA IS AUTHORIZED TO PASS THIS INFORMATION TO
THE JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTERS IN BANGKOK AND BARBERS
POINT, HAWAII, FOR COMMANDERS ONLY).

CENTRAL. INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
------------------------.---

DIST: 19 DECEMBER 1986

-------------------------------------------------------------
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT
-------------------------------------------------------------

COUNTRY: LAOS

SUBl: POW-MIA: FOLLOW-UP INFORMATION CONCERNING ALLEGED
'LIVE MISSING-IN-ACTION AMERICAN IN F~OUAN

PROVINCE, LACJS

DOl: 29 NqY.EM}?E.R 1986

~. _ ._.~ •• ~ M _ •• ~_.. _. ";'_ • :... _..:•.••_ •• M_~.~' _ ._

__M. ---;-. .__. .•__. .......--..... .,.... • M_._"""":'-- .._ ..-.------
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TEXT:: .~-- .ON·19· NOVEMBER" 1986',."· ...", ...~ ._--_.,
.r

TO DISCUSS THE STATUS' OF' AN' ,I\:LI:.EGED· LIVE AMERICAN
MISSING-IN-ACTION~,(MIA) BEING· KEPT IN KHAMMOUAN P~OVINCE. TO WA~ THE

---:--NAPEN(3(W~77'2'O)-VTLLA:GER-WHO-WAS-:r-N-CHAR'GE-o-F--:'"d·r-D-.tNG--THE..:..A:M-ERI:ej\N-·'------­
MIA FROM THE LPDR AUTHOiUTIES. _.,- SAID THAT WHEN HE· ASKED ABOUT
THE MIA, TO, WHO DID NOT KNOW.-:. ~~! ONLY SAID THAT T~P:_ SITUATION
WAS NORMAL AND DID NOT ~RUST HIM WITH ANY DETAILS.. 3AID
THAT ABOUT 11 NOVEMBER, THREE OFFICIALS REPORTEDLY FROM VIENTINE,

·WERE MAKING INQUIRIES ABOUT A LIVE POW TN THE AREA OF PHA KEO (W~.
q612) AND KAVAK (WE 651}) VILLAGE.S. -.. . -. - . - .....

WASHINGTON DISSEM:

TO WHSITRM:

TO STATE:
TO DIA:
TO NSA:

EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE
SITUATION ROOM.

EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR.
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, DIA.
EXCLU~IVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, NSA.

....~ -:.~-:::~_ ..-... __ .

-~_ ...._---_._--------_._-_.----------_._--...---_.__._-_.--_.---------------.
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MSR (b)(3) CIAAcC-'. PAGE 0001 .
--'--'--' ----- ._ ..._ ._.. . .__:.._.1o.r :---LO.L63.1.Z-NO.V--86---._.

------~-----------~------------------------~--~~------~---~~---~---~----~-~-~-~~~

.---'--~----~--~---, ... - - ..... - -

------T.O.:-D.I.RNSA,-DEP-T-OF--SJAT-E-,-D-I-A-,-WWbT-E-HOUS-E-S-!-'fl:JA.:.F-r-9N-R-00M:-=-,---'-----
ZEN/~IA OFFICE OF CURRENT OFERATIONS. .

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM;
NSA FOR ZKZK 00 ZRL DE (EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, NSA); .
STATE EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR; DIA EXCLUSIVE FOR THE
DIRECTOR, ~IA AND PASS TO NWS (DIRECTOR ONLY): ~

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
----------------------~----

(b)(3) CIAAct

DIST: 10 NOVEMBER' 1986

----------------------.-:"'------------"'7-------------.:..------:.-----

.....: .~XCLUSIVI;: DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT
--------~--------------------------------------------- -------

COUNTRY: LAOS

SUBJ: POW-MIA: ALLEGED LIVE MISSING-IN-AC~ION AMERICAN
IN KHAMMOUAN PROVINCE, LAOS;
REMAINS OF TWO AIRMEN IN S~VANNAKHET PROVINCE LAOS

DOl: LATE JUNE - EARLY NOVEMBER 1986

-. -... _.. _-.,..--~.
"" - - .-._..

.(

... _......_._.._.._;::.-;:. --: ...
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ADD END U M

TEXT-~-~-oN~6cTOBER 1986, A . . ~EPORT WITH. THE
ABOVE HEADING WAS ISSUED. IN A FOLLOW-UP OF- THIS REPORT OF A LIVE
~MISSING-IN-ACTION" (MIA) (POW) IN' KHAM.MOUAN 'PEWVINCE,

r ' REVEALED THAT . " Jt

WAS THE SOURCE OF TNFORMATION CONCERNING THE
LIVE AMERICAN MIA. CLAIMED THAT' . TOLD HIM THAT THE POW
STAYED AT PHOU LOUAN9__LNCA) CAVE, ~OCATED ABOUT THREE KILpMETERS EAST
OF NAPANG VILLAGE. ! . THE EARLIER 'REPORT PLACED '
"NAPENG" VILLAGE AT WE 7115. THE COORDINATES, FOR PHOU LOUANG ARE WE '
7916 AND THE LOCATION OF THE CAVE MAY BE IN THE'VICINITY OF WE 7920.)

~ECEIVED ORDERS TO PROCEED TO A
PLANE CRASH SITE ~UT WAS UNABLE TO ~EACH THE SITE DUE TO HEAVY ENEMY

·FIRE.)

4. ·TOLD THAT LAO PEOPLE'S ARMY SOLDIERS HAD SHOT AND
KILLED A VILLAGER FROM NAPANG VILLAGE, (DATE UNKNOWN), WHEN THE TROOPS
ASKED ABOUT AN AMERICAN'PRISONER AND THE VILLAGER REPLIED THAT HE DID

... --_ .._._.-::."';:'..:.-:.._~-~'
- ...._.--~_...:._.":..._;_ .. _..
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WASHINGTON DISSEM:
TO WHSITRM:
TO STATE:
TO DIA:
TO NSA:

EXCLUSIV~ FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE S~TUATION ROOM
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR.
~XCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, DrA.
·EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, NSA
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TO: DIRNSA, DEPT OF STATE, DIA, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM,
ZEN/CIA OFFICE.OF CURRENT OPERATIONS.

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM;
NSA FOR ZKZK 00 ZRL DE (EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, NSA);
STATE. EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR; DIA EXCLUSIVE FOR THE
DIRECTOR, DIA AND PASS TO NWS (DIRECTOR ONLY).

\ -

;CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

(b)(3) -­
CIAAct

DIST: 30 OCTOBER 1986

-------------------------------------------------------------
EXCLUSIVE' DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END'OF REPORT
------------------------------------------~~---------- -------

COUNTRY:

SUBl:

DOl:

SOU~CE: .

LAOS /THAILAND

POW-~IA: ALLEGED LIVE MISSING-IN-ACTION AMERICAN
IN KHAMMOqAN PROVINCE, LAOS;
REMAINS OF TWO AIRMEN IN SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE, LAOS

LATE JUNE - OCTOBER 1986

.. .-... ---:-~'.' ... :-.' .. ... - ...-.-- .P':::::-- : :'.::_" .

..__..-----_.._.------ ...-_._-----_....-----.-.-.-"_.._-~--_ .._---_..":""""-_..__._--_.__.-._-.......----------_-......._-
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TJ;"V"r. I _ TN LATE 'JUNE 1986., (.
__ -=.. .• _...,..1.001~ .... __....... _ ......__=.~._ '.

TOLD A LAO REFUGEE THAT A FELLOW VILLAGER
TOLD HIM OF A LIVE AMERICAN "PRISONER OF WAR" (POW) WHO WAS LIVING IN
A CAVE AND WAS BEING HUDEN FROM THE'LPDR GOVERNMENT BY NAPENG
VILLAGERS. THE VILLAGEgS PROVIDED PROTECTION AND GUARDED THE POW.
THE POW HAD SUFFERED A 3ROKEN LEG IN 1972 WHEN HIS AIRCRAFT CRASHED,
AND HAD BEEN TREATED BY A VILLAGER. WHO STILL CONTINUED'TO LOOK AFTER
HIM. NAPENG VILLAGE CONSISTED Of APPROXIMATELY 80 HOUSES AND WAS
COMPRISED OF INHABITANTS WHO DID NOT CLOSELY COOPERATE WITH LPDR
AUTHqRITIES. ACCORDING TO .. THE POW HAD SAID T~T IF ANY OF
THE VILLAGERS COULD CARRY A MESSAGE TO THAILAND AND' ARRANGE TO EFFECT
HIS RESCUE, THE POW WOULD "TAKE CARE OF' THE ENTIRE VILLAGE."

:

. SAID THAT THE REMAINS OF TWO U.S. AIRMEN WERE LOCATED IN'
THE-VICINITY OF CHOMAT AND VIANG VILLAGES (POSSI~Y WD 5068) HAT
CANTON, PHIN DISTRICT, SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE. J rOLD THE REFUGEE.
THAT THE REMAINS COULD 3E RECOVERED BUT THAT IT 'WOULD COST MONEY TO
EXCAVATE THE SITE AND TO HOLD A CER;;H.0NY FOR THE "SPIRITS" (PHI) BY
THE VILLAGERS WHO OWNED THE SITE. . SAID THAT IT WOULD COST
APPROXIMATELY 25,000 KIP PER SET OF-REMAINS. _ ,35 KIP
EQUAL.S U.S. $1.00 AT BE OFFICIAL EXCHANGE RA'iE.) _ ,CLAIMED TO
HAVE VISITED THE SITE.

3. IN SE.PTEMBER, THE REFUGEE SAID THAT Hf:. HAD PROVIP~D_.

WITH 3,000 THAI BAHT TO GO AND GET THE REMAINS. ',_
ABOUT 26 BAHT EQUALS U.S. $1.00 AT THE CURRENT EXCHANGE RATE.) THE
REFUGEE CLAIMED THAT HIS BROTHER TOLD HIM THAT ONE SET OF REMAINS__HAD
BEEN DELIVERED TO PAKSEBANGFAI, (VD7313) VILLAGE ON 12 OCT06.ER. THE
REFUGE~ SAID THAT HIS BaOTHERS WERE THE VILLAGE CHAIR~ AND CHIEF' OF
MILITIA. THE REFUGEE SAID THAT ~E PLANNED TO CROSS ~ACK INT9 LAOS TO'
RETRIEVE THE REMAINS.

------------_._-_._--------..-- -----------_._-----------_.._-~---

".
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--- -----------------------------------------

~- I' .
TO: DIRNSA, DEPT OF' STATE, DIA; WHITE HOUSE SiTUATION ROOM,
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF ..~URRENT OPERATIONS.

PASS: EXCLUSIVE' FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM;
NSA FOR ZKZK OO'ZRL DE (EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTO~, NSA);
STATE EXCLUSIVE'FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR; DIA EXCLUSIVE FOR THE
DIRECTOR, DIA (DlA IS AUTHORIZED TO PASS THIS INFORMATION TO
THE JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTERS IN BANGKOK AND BARBERS

. POINT, HAWAII, FOR COMMANDERS ONLY).
----------------------~~------------------------------ ---------------

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

(b)(3) CIAAct

DIST: 24 OCTOBER 1986
------------------------------------------------------ ----------~

EXCLYSIVEDISSEMINATIO~. TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT
----------~--------------~-----------~-----------~---- -------------

COUNTRY: LAOS/VIET~AM

SUBJ: ALLEGED LOCATION OF LIVE AMERICAN POWS IN LUANG
PRABANG PROVINCE, LAOS

DOL: MID 1986

SOURCE:
'-. .- ...

-'.
TEXT: 1•.ACCORDING TO A LAO.RESIDENT WHO DROVE A SUPPLY TRUCK AND
REPORTEDLY SAW THE POWS, THERE WERE SEVEN AMERICAN POW'S AS~OF MID­
1986 BEING DETAINED AT A CAMP NEAR NAM BAC (T& 3683) TOWN, OQDOMSAI
DISTRICT, LUANG PRABAN( PROVINCE, LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLiC

. . ~ .:. ~.:..._-::..=:-~-:-. :;.~ --
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-'. FORMER -REEDUCATION" CAMP INMATES'- FROM LUAN<:;· PRABANG··..:.:--·
P.ROVINCE., -WHO FLED TO r;-fAILAND IN 1986, HAVE··REPORTED A REEDUCATION
CAMP AT NAM BAC. THE CAMp WAS EMPTIED OF REEDUCATION INMATES ABOUT
1.2.8.0_AND_IHE_CAMP-WAS-Q';GUP-I-ED-B-Y--P·E0p·J;-E-L S-A:Rl1Y-OF-.VTETNAM-CPAVN) .---'-------­
TROOPS.) SIX OF THE ~~RICANS WERE HISPANICS AND ONE WAS A CAUCASIAN
AMERICAN NAMF:D ((LINGER» (PHQNETIC). THERE·HAD BEEN 12 AMERICAN, .
POWS AT THE SITE BUT IN 198:5 FIVE OF THE AMERICANS POWSWERE MOVED TO
THE SOVIET UNION. ALL OF THE AMERICAN POWS HAD BEEN CAPTURED IN·1968
WHILE WORKING AT THE NAM BAC CAMP. NA/1 BAC WAS THE
SITE O~ AN AIRFIELD DURING THE INDOCHINA WAR. NO AMERICANS WERE
STATIONED THERE, BUT SOME AMERICAN PERSONNEL VISITED THERE
OCCASIONALLY. NONE OF THEM WERE·LOST.) THE CAMP WAS OVERRUN BY· THE
ENEMY AND T~E AMERICANS WERE CAPTURED. ~N ADDITION TO THE AMERICANS,
THERE WERE 30 FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE PRISONERS AT ·THE CAMP.

r-

2. THE PRISON CAMP WAS. SURROUNDED BY' A DOUBLE FENCE. THE
INTERNAL AREA WAS FENCED WITH BAMBOO WHILE THE EXTERNAL AREA WAS
FENCED WITH NINE WALLS OF BARBED WIRE, EACH ABOUT 170 CENTIMETERS IN
HEIGHT. THERE WERE ABO:rT SIX TO EIGHT BUILDINGS FOR PRISONER~ IN THE
INTERNAL AREA. EACH PRISONER BUILDING WAS ABOUT 50X10 ·MElERS· IN
SIZE, BUILT·OF CEMENT WITH CORRUGATED-SHEET METAL ROOFING. THE TOTAL
INTERNAL AREA WAS ABOUT 3 RAI IN SIZE. (FIELD COMMENT: 2.5 RAI
EQUALS ABOUT ONE ACRE.)

3. THE AMERICAN POWS WERE GUARDED BY LAO PEOPLE'S'ARMY (LPA).
SOLDIERS AND HAD BEEN WORKING AS CONSTRUCTION fOREMEN· FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION OF A DISPENSARY AND LIV~NG QUARTERS BUILDING LOCATED
ACROSS ROUTE SIX FROM THE CAMP WHICH WAS LOCATED ON ,THE NORTH SIDE OF
ROUTE·SIX.' A PAVN SECURITY UNIT'WAS LOCATED NEAR THE .
DISPENSARY/LIVING QUARTERS AREA AND A PAVN CHECKPOINT WAS LOCATED AT
MUANG NGOY (rH 5891). THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE POWS HAD BEEN SERVING AS
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS FOR THE. PROJECT. THESE TwO BUILDINGS WERE .
COMPLETED IN 198~. THE PRISONERS WERE GUARDEC BY LPA SOLDIERS WHEN
THEY WORKED OUTSIDE THE CAMP, BUT WERE- ALLOWED T9 SPEAK WITH LO~~.t. _..._
VILLAGERS. ... . . .

4. THE LIVING CONDITTONS OF THE paws WERE TERRIBLE. THEY WERE
.... GIVEN MILLED BUT UNPOLISHED RICE TO EAT WHICH· I~AS SQMETIMES

SUPPLIMENTED BY WHEAT OR BARLEY FROM CUBA. TES POWS WERE IN BAD
HEALTH DUE TO 'MALNUTRITION.

.. :--_..o.:.:;=-':.:::':t.. .••.•. '--'-' .'~-:-':'
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TO' WHSITRM::: EXCLUS-IV.E- FOR niE DIRECTOR WHITE HOUSE-
---'--'-'--"-'--'-.----··------------..:.·---S I-rtlkT-rON-·ROOM-;----------.-.:..----:-------~--:---._--.-----.-'--.•

.. '" . 'TO STATE: '-:.' ., EXCLUSIVE FOR TilE·I>iRECTOR-,·.INR:_ . "
TO OrA: 'EXCLUSIVE FOR Tliif DIRECTOR, bIA:
TO NSA: EXCWSIVE FOR THE" DIRECTOR', NSA:

. ,
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: PAS$: EXCLUS·I.VE· EOR Ti".E IHRECTOR·, .. WHITE' 'HOUSE S·ITUATION ROOM:;-' .
NSA FOR: ZKZK..OO· ZRL ..DE . (EXCl.US·~.VE-· FOR rilE' Dr-RECTOR; NSAJ; .,
STATE EXCLUSI.VE. fOR THE DIRECTOR, INR; OIA EXCLUSIVE FOR
THE DIRECTOR, DIA AND PASS TO NWS (DIRECTOR ONLY).

------------------------------------------ ------- -- - -- -------------
CENTRAL INTELLICENCE AGENCY

---------------------------~-------------------------- ---------------

'.

DIST: 20 SEPTEMBER 1986

-----------~--------------~------~-------------------- -------
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT
-----------------:------------:----------------_._---------------

'COUNTRY: LAOS/THAILAND/VIEINAM

SUBJ: POW/MIA: ALLFGED RELOCATION IN JUNE 1986 OF 226 AMERICAN
PRISONERS OF WAR TO SONGRON DISTRICT, SAVANNAKHET
PROVINCE, LAOS FROM VIETNAM

DOl: JUNE 1986

SOURCE:

SAID THAT HE HAD OBTAINED THE ALLEGED REMAINS FROM ((NGAM)) (LNU), AN
INHABITANT OF NONG CHIK (WC 449862) VILLAGE, SONGHQN'DISTRICT,
SAVANNAKHET.PROVINCE, LAOS. ACCORDING TO JISCOVERED THE'
REMAINS OF THREE SERVICEMEN AT A CRASH SITE LOCATED IN' THE JUNGLE AT
WC 442864. -. _. . HAD BEEN· SCHEDULED TO MEET AGAIN ON 30
AUGUST. (THE REASON FOR THE SECOND MEETING WAS NOT SPECIFIED, BUT MAY
HAVE BEEN TO DISCUSS THE SALE O~. THE BALANCE OF THE MIA REMAINS.)

FURTHER SAID ·THAT 226 U.S. PRISONERS OF WAR (POW'S) WERE
ALIVE AND BEING HELD IN LAOS. JAID THAT HE LEARNED ABOUT THE

.J:.ON'S FROt! -. '" ..:LAIMED THAT HIS' ELDER EROTHER' -.-.----- .....
WAS A MEMBER OF THE UNIT GUARDING THE PRISONERS.

SAID TijAT THE pow'S HAD BEEN RELOCATED INTO LAOS FROM VIETNAM

., -- .... -:... --
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.. S~GNATURES OF. THE. pmr's FR0!1' .. ' "WHICH , ELANNED: TO. SEND' TO THE
--.•-.--.---- --- - U. S" ··G8,y·E-RNM£N-T....·--·S·A-IEl-:-THA-I-HE·,------, -AND· ·'--·-----HAD-'f,RAV·ELED-JO..A---------_..--. ,

, POINT LOCATED ABOUT 20 KILOMETERS (KMS) DISTANT FROM' .SEPONE· (XD' 3'2,44)
DISTRICT ALONG ROUTE NINE IN' THE' DIRECTION OF' VIETNAM,.' .' ,:KID' THAt
WHEN THEY ARRIVED AT TqE POINT ALO~G ROUTE

.N-tN'E,,;""-' t-E-F-T-1'H-E-R0:Af)-0N·-Feer-T-R*V·E-l:.-I·N..G.-'FQ-T:-H-E-SOU~H •.-------.
• SAID THAT HE WAS DIRECTED TO WAI! AT THE ROAD. . RETURNED TO

ROUTE NINE AFTER ABOUT FOUR HOURS AND CLAIMED TO HAVE PERSONALLY
SIGHTED THE POWS, BUT SAID HE WAS UNABLE TO "DO ANYTHING" BECAUSE OF
A LARGE NUMBER OF LAO PEOPLE'S ARMY (LPA) SECURITY FORCES AT THE
"INNER AREA" AND THE, PRESENCE OF PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM (PAVN)
SOLDIERS AT· THE "OUTER AREA" WITHIN A TEN KM RADIUS OF THE CAMP.

TOLD' THAT PLEDGED TO RESCUE THE POWS WHEN OPPORTUNITY
PERMITTED.

3. 'u~~.. __ _ ,1AJ) INVOLVED THEM-
SELVES WITH THE ALLEGED POWS IN EXPECTATION OF RECEIVING A REWARD AND
RESETTLEMENT IN THE U.S. THI'S ATTITUDE CONCERNING THE POW'S WAS ONE
OF' CONFIDENCE THAT TH~ STORY WAS TRUE. THE PERIOD WHEN THE ALLEGED
POW'S WERE MOVED INTO LAOS COINCIDED WITH THE MUTUAL COOPERATION
AGREEMENT'SIGNED BETWEEN VIETNAM AND THE U.S. ON POW/MIA MATTERS.)

WASHINGTON DISSEH:
TO WHSITRH:

TO STATE:
TO PIA:
TO NSA:

EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE
SITUATION' ROOM.
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR.
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, DIA.
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR. NSA.

•"-'" •__ .';.~:;.: -. '7" =. -
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PASS: EXCLUS'IV'E" FOR- .THE DiRECTOR.' WHITE' HOUSE 'sIniATION ROOM;'
NSA FOR ZKZK 00 ZRL DE (EXCLUSIVE' FOR THE DIRECTOR, NSA); .
STATE EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR; OIA EXCLUSIVE FOR
THE-n·IRECTOR--.DrA--AND-PASS-TD~NWS-(DI~EtirrR--ONLY)~

---------------'":""---o::---.-------~----------------------- -- ...:
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

---------------------------------------------------------------------

DIST: 16 SEPTEMBER 1986

------- • ;...-.r _

EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED LT END OF REPORT
-------------------------------------------------------------

COUNTRY: . LAOS Iv IETNAM

SUBJ:

DOl:

SOURCE:

ALLEGED DETENTION OF SIX PRISONERS OF WAR IN
XIENG KHOUANG PROVINCE, LAOS

M.A,RCH 1986

TEXT: 1. AS OF EARLY MARCH 1986. ,.

, TOLD A MEMBER OF THE LAO RESISTANCE AKD FORMER DETENTION CAMP
INMATE THAT A GROUP OF SIX AMERICAN PRISONERS-OF-WAR (POWS) WERE
STILL INCARCERATED AT A CAMP LOCATED AT THAM PHA LEUNG (NCA) CAVE
NEAR PHOU SAO (UG 3918) VILLAGE,.· XIENG KHOUANG PROVINCE. THERE WERE

... SEVE,N LPA SOLDIERS SERV:NG AS GUARDS AT THE CAVE· A."m ONE NURSE WAS
ALSO' ASSIGNED TO THE CAVE. ONE COMBINED BATTALION-SIZED LPA AND
PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM FORCE WAS DEPLOYED ALONG ROUTE 5'· THROUGH LAT
HOUANG (NCA) TO LAT SEN (NCA) I CONTROLLING ACCESS TO THE AREA. .
ANOTHER LPA "SPECIAL FORCE" COMPANY COMPRISING 60 SOLDIER~ COMMANDE;D

. ~.- ·_·_-~.·~:.-~t '-:'-.-' _. =-7··~··-_·~~·~· ':; .:: . - . •~ •• --:. __ .:.... ;;-::..: ...;0. ~-;--- •

..
._-~-_ .._.__ ~ .-
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2.

ORIGINALLY. TOLD OF THE SIX POWS BY
H.A1). BEEN

. IN 1977, THAT HE HAD TRAVELED TO 'XIENG
KHOUANG PROVINCE TO INVESTIGATE THE POW CASE AT TRAM PHA LEUNG CAVE.
ACCORDING TO fHE SIX AMERICAN POWS ~~D TWO ROYAL LAO ARMY
(FAR) T-28 PILOTS ~~ BEEN ARRESTED AND DETAINED AT THE CAVE. AFTER
THE PATHET LAO HAD SUCCEEDED IN "LIBERATING" LAOS AND THE PEACE
AGREEMENTS SIGNED, THE POW GROUP WAS TRANSFERR~D TO LONG (UG 3512)
VILLAGE, HOUA GNON CANTON, PER (UG 1251) DISTRICT, XIENG KHOUANG .
PROVINCE. THE POWS WERE USED AS LABORERS. TO PLANT CROPS UNDER. THE....
~~!i.!~0~ OF ..I.H.? §~VE~ ~_p~.S9..~!?~ERS AND THE NU~SE~

/

ACQ: (10 SEPTEMBER 1986).

WASHINGTON DISSEM:
TO WHSITRM:

TO STATE:
TO DIA:
TO NSA:

EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR,
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM.
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR.
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, DIA.

. EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR,NSA.
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......... --: ....

~. ~'" --
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TOT:' 242156Z' SEP 86

------------------------------------------------------ ----------~--------------_.

I I
TO: DIRNSA, DEPT OF STATE; DIA, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM,
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS.

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM;
NSA FOR ZKZK 00 ?:RL DE- (EXCLUSIVE FOR Ti-!E DIRECTOR, NSA);
STATE EXCLUSIVE FOR THE, DIRECTOR~ INR; )IA ~XCLUSIVE FOR THE
DIRECTOR, DIA AND PASS TO NWS (DIRECTOR ONLY).

--------------------------~------------------------------~-----------

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
~~~~~~------------~------------------------------------~~---~~~~~~-~-

(b)(3)
CIMct

DIST: 24 SEPTEMBER 1986
-----------~---------------------------------~--------~------

EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT
.----------------------------------------------~---------~----

COUNTRY: LAOS

SUBJ: INFORMATION ON MUANG NGOY, LAOS, LOCATION OF AN ALLEGED
AMERICAN POW SIGHTING

DOL: AUGUST 1986

SOURCE:

.. •...... .,:,.::;,:_ '_:'R ~

--.---_..----_._-- ---------------------------------._-------,--

~-~. _.. ,

Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06001242-
000096



:C 0§0012 ~,?-.=====--==(b)(2App;;v~((~~r~Rel;~-;:2015/10106 C060.0_1~~·~'--··---·--'--·

~_b:;~~~~&~~;::;=~~~~~;':~~:;~;:;;:;;:"~'

-'fI7"~~"'.r;'~~~~~~

- ., .- ..2"~ ACCORDING TO .. :....
...?_N .J.?_AR..Q!:J.H_t..9_8_6.,.._T.HERLWAS.-ABOU.:r-Q-N-E-··-BA-T-'F~'I::;f@N~·~f:-PA.:VN-TROU~S· IN·-:-~·''''---:.~-· ...-

THE GENERAL. VICINITY' OF' M:UA:NG NGOY. THERE' WAS A PAVN 'UNIT ··OF UNKNOWN' . _,,_
STRENGTH STATIONED', TN MUANG NGOY.· THE' TOWN 'OF 'HUANG NCOY :H.iD' ABOUT
200 FAMILIES. A. BRIDGE OVER THE NAM OU RIVER, WHICH WAS LOCATED IN
HUANG NGOY, HAD GUARD BUNKERS LOCATED AT EACH END. IN THE PAST, THE .__
HERCf1AN·LJLW.....HEARD-THAT-T-HER-E-'-HAf)-B·&E-N-SOV-I-Er-AND-cuirAN--ADV"ISORS..::..;;IN:;...------~­
HUANG NGOY; PRESENTLY, THERE WERE ONLY VIETNAMESE ADVISORS IN HUANG
NGOY. .

'---'-'--'-
3. n'-''-''-''~4''_. . • MUANG NGOY IS VERY IMPORTANT DUE

TO ITS GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION. ROAD TRAVEL FROM XIENG KHOUANG. HOUA
PRAN, LUANG PRABANG AND OUDOMSAI PROVINCES PASSE~ T~ROUGH MUANG NGOY.
THESE ROUTES ARE VERY IMPORTANT TO THE MOUNTAINOUS AREAS DEVELOPMENT
COMPANY, WHICH USES THEM TO TRANSPORT OPIUM FROM THESE PROVINCES FOR
THE LAO GOVERNMENT, TO.AREAS WHERE THE OPIUM CAN BE SHIPPED TO
THAILAND AND OTHER COUNTRIES. THE VIETNAMESE AND LAO GOVERNMENTS HAD
PLANS TO BUILD A HOSPITAL, SCHOOL, AND OTHER BU~LDINGS IN MUANG NGOY.
THERE ARE SEVERAL CAVE COMPLEXES IN THE MUANG NGOY

AREA. PHAKEO (TH 5919), AND PHAKOU (NCA) , ARE THE PRIMARY CAVE
COMPLEXES IN THE AREA. THE MERCHANT, WHO WAS FROH LUANG PRABANG
PROVINCE AND HAS TRAVELED WIDELY IN LAOS, HAD NEVER ~EARD ABOUT
AMERICAN POWS IN THE MUANG NGOY AREA..

4. n ......_ ••_. WHO TRAVELED THROUGH MUANG.l\TGOY AND SPENT THE
NIGHT OF 03 AUGUST IN HUANG NGOY,
----- , REPORTE.D THAT HUANG' NGOY WAS SITUATED ON BOTH THE EAST AND
WEST BANKS OF. THE NAM OU RIVER. THERE WAS. ONE PLATOON OF PAVN TROOPS
WHO GUARDED THE BRIDGE OVER THE NAM OU RIVER LOCATED AT HUANG NGOY.
ON THE EAST BANK OF THE NAM OU, MUANG NGOY CONSISTED OF ABOUT 20-30
HOUSES AND THREE NOODLE SHOPS, WHERE THE REFUGEE ATE DINNER. THE
ROAD THROUGH TOWN HAD BEEN BUILT BY THE CHINESE .ANDWAS SURFACED WITH'
TAR. THE BRIDGE WAS CONCRETE AND HAD ONE CONCRET~ GUARD HOUSE LO~ATED

AT EACH SIDE OF THE BRIDGE. THE REFUGEE WAS TRAVELING WITH A CIVILIAN
CONVOY ENROUTE FROM SAM NUEA (VH 0057) TO SAVANNAKHET (VD 7331). THE
CONVOY TRAVELED TO HUANG NGOY ON ROUTE SIX. THE TIGHTEST SECURITY ON

. THE ROUTE WAS FROM HUANG IIIEH (UH 3021) THROUGH HUANG NGOY. THE
REFUGEE WAS TOLD THAT THE. REASON FOR TIGHTER SECURITY WAS RESISTANCE
ACTIVITY IN THE AREA. ~

5~ ON T~E WEST SIDE OF THE NAM OU, MUANG NGOY CONSISTED OF
ABOUT 100 HOUSES. ALSO CONNECTED TO HUANG NGOY WAS A VILLAGE OF ABOUT
200 HUTS. ALL HOUSES IN THE TOWN WERE OF WOOD CONSTRUCTION AND WERE
ALL ONE-STOREY. IN WEST MUANG NGOY THERE WAS A SMALL STATE SHOP. THE
PAVN TROOPS WERE BILLETED IN WEST MUANG NGOY, WHICH WAS BORDERED ON

.... -._.. - ....,: ... -. ~.~
. ~- ...- .... -:.:" ::'. -.... --- .:.- ._- ":;'::'" .---,-'-
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~~~~~~~
ET;E"CTRTC-P'OWERAt~ NI GIfT: .FOR .

. ABOUT' TWO OR iHREE HOURS. THE WOOD: HOUSES IN WEST MUANG' NGOY WERE FOR'
...!._.- --_ .. ' .. - ... '--"PEOPtE-VJHO-WORKED--ForTHE--GOVERNRENT--AND' AI-:IHE--STAT'E-SfiOp..•. THK-"--:- ~---.--.----.... ----

. ..__ REFUGEE S.1'A:r.~D _f~T A..CARGO BO.(l:T \:lA$.....LOCATED ON· THE EAS·LB'ANK. OF. TH'E:
NAM OU.

5. THE CONVOY WAS NOT STOPPED AT THE BRIDGE AND NO ONE
-QUESTTONED-THEM-OR-CHECKED'-ON-THEMWHILE THEYWERE IN HUANG NGOY.
THEY SLEPT IN THE TRUCKS AND ~UBJECT OBSERVED NOTHING UNUSUAL IN THE
TOW·N. THE REFUGEE DID N')! HEAR ANY RUMORS OR INFORMATION ABOUT
AMERICAN POWS IN THE HUANG NGOY AREA.

WASHINGTON DISSEM:
TO WHSITRM:

TO STATE:
. TO DIA:

TO N§!>:

EXCLUSIVE FOR tH~ DIRECTOR, WHITE ROUSE
SITUATION ROOM
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR
EX~LUSIVE FOR THE.·DIRECTOR, DIA
EXCLUSIVE FOR T~E DIRECTOR, NSA

._. _...._... 'l.~.:: .. __ ~~
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PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE JIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM;.
NSA FOR ZKZK 00 lRT-O-E-(n-CCUSTvrFOR--THr-DTR"E"CTOH-,NSA-}-.:----·
STATE EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR; DIA EXCLUSIVE FOR

. THE DIRECTOR, DIA AND PASS TO NWS (DIRECTOR ONLY).------ J _

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY'
--"':-=-=---=------------=~-==:=:.::-------------:~-------------- ------ ....--

OIST: 16 SEPTEMBER 1986

---------------------------------~--------------------~------EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED Al £ND OF REPORT
-------------------------------------------------------------
COUNTRY: LAOS'

SUBJ: ALLEGED SIGHTING OF FOUR AMER1CAN POWS IN XIENG
KHOUANG PROVINCE, LAOS IN 1983

001: NOVEMBER 1983

SOURC~·- -----

TEXT: 1. IN MI D-SEPTEMBER 1986, ! REPORTED THAT HER
BROTHER HAD SEEN FOUR AMER ICAN PR ISON ERS-OF -WAR. (P(lW.Sl _I.N NOVEMBER
1983 I.N..l{ I ENG KHOUANG PROVI NCE. LAOS •. THE BROTHER'

THAT HE WAS A DRIVER WITH A TEN-TRUCK CONVOY TRAVELIN~FROM

.l( 1l=...NG ._1<HOUANG TO SALA PHOU KHOUN (TG 305l) I N NOVEMBER 19B3. .
'. I': THE CONVOY PROBABLY TRAVELED ON ROUTE SEVEN.} ONE OF THE.'
TRUCKS HAD·MECHANICAL PROBLEMS AND THE CONVOY HALTED ON THE ROAD
ABOUT 50 KILOMETERS FROM XIENG KHOUANG. ONE OF iHE DRIVERS WENT INTO
BUSHES OFF THE ROAD TO RELIEVE HIMSELF. HE WAS APPROACHED BY AN .
UNNAMED LAO MAN WHO STATED THAT HE WAS PART OF A GROUP WHICH HAD
ESCAPED FROM A PRISON CAMP AND ASKED FOR ASSISTANCE. THE DRIVER
RETURNED TO THE CONVOY AND TOLD THD MERCHANT'S BROTHER WHO WENT TO
MEET THE ESCAPEE. THE ESCAPEE TOOK THE .BROTHER TO MEET THE OtHER MEN .

. IN THE ESCAPEE GROUP, WHICH INCLUDED THREE FORMER ROYAL LAO ARMY
(FAR) GENERALS, FOURTEEN OTHER FAR SOLDIERS AND FOUR CAUCASIAN MALES,

WHICH THE BROTHER BELIEVED TO BE AMERICAN POWS. THE BROTHER WAS TOLD
THAT THE FOUR CAUCASIANS HAD BEEN CAPTURED AT SOM THONG (TG 7924)
NEAR THE FORMER AMERICAN SUPPORTED BASE AT LONG THIENG (TG 8313). THE
DATE OF CAPTURE WAS NOT STATED.

2. THE BROTHER RECOGNIZED ONE OF THE ESCAPEES AS A FORMER FAR
.......-- -; .. (FORCE ARME.E R.QXJkL.E.L.PILOT WHO .WAS~.A..F.~-'IND OF THE BROTHER..• THE

.: MERCHANT1S 'BROTHEft:WAS ASKED TO HID.LTH.E'.ESCAPEES 'ON~THFIRl:JCK ·CD.NVOY· .....- ...... -.-
.. -. .. AND TRANSPORT THEM-.:r.O S.AFETY .. THE EiROTHER STATED THAT HE .TOLD THE MEl\!

~.;.= ..~:;;~_;:~::_"r:D-A·:r:--r:El:E· ....·e-':rE'I'i;E_-t-:r,O/t,t?-I;t:A"ny=n'=-r-.,p .:r.1ii'A'm7'=I~T=W'kS-~Fl;le~D:A't>tG:E!R.€lWS"*"'T:0-·-~-··: "'. "':':;:""",-
-----=~- .*r.u\__I::. •• f.\:~-;:.fi!I:.:r.\.\ ·.='I;'\:I~g='~~I"". u,r. I o. ;~u..~...\":-'1.> • v. ..":..- .. ..:..:.t:..:.:; ..._ :.1.:::..:..:,.' .. '.: :...:...e:."'-:-;J..1£..';"

·---·-·-:.-.----rPi~E- T-H·E·M·...LU...:I:l.l..:r.LJ.r:-~(.'\M.v.n.:t. .•.-I.NS:r. . : - BIWIB:EIC::rO:o:lC:::O}IJ:.v.:.::..ttl:E.P.::r...l::.OrL '" ..-:-="'~':"._--=
FRIEND. ; .. ~ "~"_."'" ,T HER BROTHER IMPLIED THAT THE FORMER
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P I.LO=!". HAD EVENTUAUY E·SCAp·E.D AND WAS· S·AFE· liN ANOTl-!ER GOUNT-RY·,
.WA-S. UNABLE TO RH\'fMBER ANY:.:OT-HER D.HA.I LS OF. Tl:lE'-SrORY, ..

TO STATE·:
TO DIA:
TO NSA:

WASHINGTON DISSEM:
• TO WHS ITRM: EXCLUS I VE

SITUATION
EXCLUSIVE
EXCLUSIVE
EXCLUSIVE

F(·R THE DIRECTOR, WHITE FOUSE
ROOM
FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR
FOR THE DIRECTOR, DIA
FOR THE DIRECtOR, NSA

l.IA OLi I ... ,....

----------_._-_._-_.-------_..---.--._----..-_.._-------,--..-._-.._--
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,--------- ----. - ,--.T.O.:-,O-I:RN.s.A-,~O.£.g:r-,OF.-S.:r.A..T.L-~.o-IA,~-wi:i-I.i.'E:--1:l OU:S,E.-SJ-T.U,AJ~LON-.R,OOM-:~ ~'-'--
- ZEN;lC.I'A ,OFFI'C:E 0F,,·CURRENT··OPEiRATION-S·.,· .

,---,----- -"'---'

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM;'
'-~- 'N'S-A-F-OR-Zi<'Z'K--o-o-Z'R'I:-O E-'-(E-X-e-ttlS+VE-F-f)R-T-H'E-"O·I-R£·e-T-eR.~NS-A'h!------·-----­

STATE EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR,INR; OIA tXClUSIVE FOR·
THE bIRECTOR, DIA AND PASS TO NWS (DIRECTOR ONLY).

--------------~----~----------------------~-----,----- ----------------
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

F

OIST:
'~

16 SEPTEMBER 1986. '

-~-----------------------------------------------------------
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END 'OF REPORT
-------------------~----------~----------~-------------~-----

COUNTRY: ,LAOS/VIETNAM

SUBJ:

DO J :

SOURCE:

AlL.EGED DETENTIO'N OF SIX PRISONERS OF WAR IN
XIENG KHOUANG PROVINCE, LAOS

MARCH 1986

p

T£: 'iT! ._.1 _, AS OF EARLY MAR_CH_'1986.

--- _.- ...._._--
. ···~·tOLO A MEMBER OF THE LAO RESISTANCE AND FORMER DETENTION CAMP
INMAtE THAT A GROUP OF SIX AMERICAN PRISONERS-OF~WAR (POWS) WERE
ST ILL INCARCERATED AT A CAMP LOCATED AT THAM PHA LEUNG (NCA) .CAVE :
NEAR PHOU SAO (UG 3918) VILLAGE. XIENG KHOUANG PROVINCE. THERE WERE

. SEVEN LPA SOLD~ERS SERVING AS GUARDS AT THE CAVE AND ONE NURSE WAS
AL,SO ASS IGN'ED TO THE CAVE. ONE COMB INED BATTAl ION-S IZED LPA AND
PEOPLE'S ARMY O~ VIETNAM FORCE WAS DEPLOYED ALONG ROUTE 5 THROUGH LAT
HOUANG (NGA) TO LAT SEN (NCA), CONTROLLING ACCESS TO THE AREA. _

.ANOTHER lPA IISPEGIAL FORCE II COMPANY COMPRISING 60 SOLDIERS COMMANDED
BY CAPTA I N «TH I EP» SOUT,HI OET. WAS DEPLOYED ABOUT TEN !(J LOMETERS
DISTANT FROM THE LAVE. THE GENERAL AREA WHERE THE CAVE WAS LOCATED.
NEAR THE JOINT SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SRV) AND LPDR BORDER,
WAS A VACATION MEA FOR LEADERS OF THE THREE "INDOCHINESE." COUNTRIES,

-. ALLl.l;'1..L ,AS AN, INFORMATJ ON CENTER' FOR THE INDO~ljJl{ESj. ,COUNtR.l.ES.L .._,_.

.......... . ~-- _. "-'" . '. ' - -.., . . ' -- .
~.=--......w-"::;~=_ ...---:=.=~~~~~ .:...__t:=;~ - ----'-......-~ --~., - ===_":..~.....: ""='===
~.;:l?*~r~~~ . ., .. .. ~.r.:.::~~=~~~~~ __,__...~.?.;?::·~.~~~!:9.-;~~_~~:::$}~f:t:§·~~~:.~t.~,.::.!..:.•.........-.-'-:. ....... ,,~d.!-~..:1~_;:;,~.:...-:-_

-'--'''-i'~
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:".0 __ '''.:,.. ' ~'. _ .._.:. ..__ .. '._ ....~....\ ... _ ..__ .. _.. , _'.~ _"_~__-:-_.__- : .:..
-----.---..-- -----'-."""'--......--..,---.---------.-- . HE HAD T-RA JEtED '1'0 )t I ENG.. .,

KHOUANG: PROV.IIUr::~"TO '··NVESTIGATE THE PQW'C'ASE"AT TEA'M PHA-lEUNG.CAVE.• -
. ACCD.RD LNG TO. -,-.. .. .- THE S·I·'X AMER I CAN P'OWS A'ND' TWO- ROY·At. lAO:' ARMY ..

(FAR) T-28 PILOTS HAD BEEN ARRESTED AND DETAINED AT THE·CAVE. AFTER
THE PATHET LAOl HAD SUCCEEDED IN IILIBERATI.NG II LAOS AND THE PEACE
AGREEMENTS SIGNED, THE PC~ GROUP WAS TRANSFERRED TO LONG (UG 3512)

-------V-I-b-bAG:E-,H01:J-A-G'NON-'C-AWr-ON-,P·E-K-:--(tJG-r2·ST)-OTSTRTCT. J< I ENG KHOUANG ,------
PROVINCE. THE POWS WERE USED AS' LABORERS TO PLANT"CR.OP.S._UNDER THE
C~NrRO~ Qf TH~ .?gV~~_L~~_~O~~~~~~.~~D .. T~~ NURSE.

ACQ: (10 SEPTEMBER 1986).

WASHINGTON DISSEM:
TO WHSITRM:

TO STATE:
TO DIA:
TO NSA:

- .. _-. "-~~' - - - ----,..

N'

EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR,
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM.
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR. INR.
~XCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR. DIA.
iXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR. NSA.

_~ • w. •__

... _.- .- .-~ .. :-. - -..~- .
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Assistant vi5,:e Direc.tor. for.'90l'leC~i~~-:-·M~n;-.~·;.~~·~·t·'··-.:·' - '-"-------

.. Defen~e Intelligence AgencY' . '. ....
Pr ineipai Adv-isor' for Pr isq!.lF!r of War

,_._ . Mi'ss ing in Action AHa ir·$·: . . .' .
.... ----.-(In ter-na t ionar-S-eC'IJd;ty-A'f'f-a-i'r,s-r---:-'."__.i ' -'._:-'---.'-'--'-'-
. . . Dep.rtment of Defense' . :

Direetor q vietnam, .taos and ~ambodia'
.. Burea~ of East Asian ~nd ~aeific Affairs~'

Departmen~ of state ..'
Q.ffiee 0.£ the Assistant to t,ihe president for

Nat~onal security.~f~air~· .
National security Council·

Director, National security~gency..

SUBJECT. !~ Reporte9 Detention of 16 Ame,ricans in
. . : • d....>':'.i::' Laos-Aoqen urn .

. . ;... : :~.:., {
...:'.' ',:.'. '" . . ... ' .!.... "" . '" .

'.:.: ""~~~'.<..!.:.i~\ The attached .add(tional information 1s from the s.oQi.ce ·of.·
.) .....'. :. in....resr..i.:>nse to follow-up r~guircmerd~s le.vied "', ;.
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--__S_c:"E:J_E-G-T .. __Re"p.ox_t,gJi"J2et~_~J: ion 0 f 16 Ame deans in Laos
. --r---------:-~ .. ._--------

information report with the
..as issued. The

information. based ~n
early August 1986.

TEXT: 1. Or. 22 Ju1y.1985, a
above.heading and numbered
sour~e reported the following additional
further disc~~sion with the subsource in

2. The American POW det.e:ltion camp is, at Doi Nang·Lio, also
kn:;;wn as Tham Mae Mai (Widow's Cave). which is in the area of
Muang Ngoy (TH 585915) •. There is a road linking oudomsai via
Tasseng Phra That to Tasseng Don Lao of Muang Ngoy. This is a new
road built by the Vietnamese in 1984 witha' length of 36
kilometers. Th.e roa.d circles. around Muang Ngoy Pistrict office
and merges wi.th the main road to Huan.g Na MO, . Muang Ngoy has six
(sic) 7as50=ng5: N9.oy, NEm Lat. Ban Mo," Nong. 51.n9, and Don Lao •.
which is where the POW Cdmp is located."

3. He.adquarters Comlilent: No coordinate~ were given .for the

i3 bove loca t ions. '.

Page 3 of 3
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Missing in Action Affairs
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Bureau of East'Asian and Pacific Affairs
DeFattme·nt of' State

Office of the Assistant to the Presidc:lt foc

National Security Affairs
National Security Council

Director, National security Agency
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Reported Detention of 16 Americans in Laos
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. SUBJECT Reporte~ Detention of 16 Aftericans in Laos

TEXT: According to. I ~ho clairnec(b)(3)
to have visited the site, as of April 1986, ~here ....~s a detentiorNatSecAct
camp containing 12 male and four female AmerIcan prlsoners locatea
at Ban Don Lae (near TB 5085), Ngoy District, Luang Prabang
Province, Laos. I ,said the prisoners were being (b)(3)
held in a cave tHat was used by the Pathet Lao and Vietnamese
during the Indochi:1a War years. Eight vietnamese and 14 Lao ran NatSecAct
the detention camp. There .... ere three trucks assigned to the camp
which .... ere used to take the prisoners outside the camp to .... ork
everyday. I . ,said eight of the prisoners worked

:,';;::::~.:""."",repairingengines and four taught engine repair to the Lao. Th(~~(3) NatSecAct
fClLi'i"'t'e'm'zil'e's"wotk:ed as·n·urses. The workday was 0800 hours to 1800
hours daily. The LPA soldier claimed that the Americans had been
in Laos since before'the communists took over the country. The
LPA soldier said the Americans were confined in harsh conditions
even though they h~d ~orkea hard while in ~aptivity.

Pa ge 3 0 f 3
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MEMORANDU~ FOR: Assista~t Vice Director for Collection Management
Defense Intelligence Agency

Principal Advisor'for p[ison~r of.War
Missing in Action Affairs
(Internatiqnal Security Affairs)
Department of Defense

Directo[~ vietnam, Laos and Cambodia
Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs
Department of State

Office of the Assistant to the President for
National.Security Affairs
National Security Council

Director, National security.Ag ency

SUBJECT
Reported Sighting of America~ Prisoners in Laos

Deputy Director ~or OperatIons

... :,.....

.CC: DCI
ODCI
EXEC oIR
N.19l!iA-.,·.•
DOT'" .

. " ..
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SUBJECT
Reported Sighting: of American prisoners in Laos

TEXT: In a private conversation with friends and relatives in
mid-April 1986, stated that in mid March
she had seen seven ~eople's Army of vietnam (PAVN) guards
controlling thre~ caucasians eight kilom~~ers east of Muang Ngoy
(TH 5891) along the main road. said at first she thought they
were soviet advisors but then noticed that two of the three
prisoners'weLe wearing leg irons." Lo~al residents later told he:
t~e me~ were American prisoners captured pr~or to 1972. The men
~ere about 150 meters frorr. the roa~. At the time as traveling

from Son La, Vietnarr.,

Page? of 3
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SUBJECT: Identification of possible U.S. prisoners of
War Camp in Sat"avane province, Lao ?eople's
Democratic Republic .

t1.EHORANDUM FOR: Assistant Vice Directot" Fat" Collection
Management
Department of DeEense

Pri~cipal Advisor For Prisoner of War
Missing In Acti0n Affairs
(Internationil Secul:ity Affairs)

Director, Vietnam, LaoS and Kampuchea
Bureau. of East Asian and Pacific Affairs
Department of State

Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06001242
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-_...----...-.----.-----.-.-.._------------------- --- "--"'-----------,. ,-----_.__._.__.-.._--------

l~ Attached as of possible interest to YOU is a F~~O~-rt--------­

obtained

refugee' observed an
apparent detention camp in Saravane ,Province, Laos, which a
local village militia chief told him contained 23 American
Prisoners of War.

2. This very seDsitive information is for your
background use only. There will be no further distribution of
this report and additional dissemination or extraction of this
information requires,prior approval from this Agency. DIA is

,authorized to pass this information to the Joint Casualty
Resolution Center (JCRf '

-Deputy Director For operations

cc: DCI
DDCI
EXEC' '1:Yi')<"'''''''' '"".......,
STATE/EAP
DrA
NIO/EAP
NSA
NSC

Attachment: Report as stated

.. -:;. :.,.. , -.' , - '----_ -

-------_._------_..._------. ..._--
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SliBJECT:
rd~ntiEication oE possible U.S. Prisoner oE
War Camp in Saravane province, Lao people'~
Democratic Republic

a ;::ilitia chief

....-- -' -"
Circa March 1983,1.

claimed that there is a Prisoner
of War (POW) Camp located at the foot of ugoua ~ountain (NCA),
apprcixirnately 25 kilometers south of Kadon V!llag~.. According
to there were 23 American prisoners of war (POW's)
detained in, the camp. prior to 1975 the camo co~tained 25
~~erican POW's, but two had since died. said that Kadon
village is responsible for growing food Ear ~he camp and
insisted that he had personally se~n the POW's on numerous
occasions while es60rting food convoys to 'the camp-
added that the militia forces of Cha~an Vill~ge IYB 2197) were
actually responsible for security a.t·the cam?-

TEXT:

~v~~ .. ~ ..... , .................. , , .

. :- -..-:'-- .......-_.:..;,-. ....-...:";._. "."

.. --.--_._---'-.-
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escorted him to the top of Nqoua ~foun ta rii-a-n-d~poo-i-rrtoed...:..0'l:l-l;-t.-he
camp to him. According tc ° °the camp consisted of four
buildings and was surrounded by a fence andoa canal.
did not claim to see any of the POh"s. 80th Chavan and Kadon
Villages have been under the influe~ce/control of the
Communist Pathet Lao since circa 1954.)

3. account is ~he

first believable story on the possibility of live Ame~ican
POW's in the LPDR that has been heard since 1975.)

.....__..;,- _.
, 0

.......... - ';" ..:. -
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CENTRAL INTEL'LlGENCE AGENCY"
________---'__---'WA.S.f,l.IN.G-T.O.N.•_!?c. ;20505

.'- :

/'1El'IORMlDUl'l fO~:

SUBJECT:

For Collection ~Ianagerr.ent
Assistan~ Vice circctor ~

Depart~ent 0: D~fense
. L '/l'etn'~ Laos and ~amouchea .D1 t' e COt', \ ,... , . . 'E . A f f '

~ ~ _~ ,"s'l'an 1nc1 PaCl lC alrsBurcau Ot .:.a~·-' « •..

D~part~cnt oE State

11 d 'J c: ~"'isoner:;-of-t';at'. ht' oE Six A ego ~.~. - ~
Sle) 1 n9 s , 1" La Ha·1.11 e tinin a Detentlon camp t~eat' •.;i1:')

NOLthern Laos

'.' _. ... . . _. ..
~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~-==~~~~~~S~~~::-~ ·'--:-~~~~6f~:b~it.f:.~. - ~~~~~~~ ~~~~~
---------.. ------------..-.__...._ .._._----_.__.._-----_._--_...._-_._-- ..._..---.._--_......._.-..-..-...--...-,.
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I . to you is a rep0~t abo~t
, s:: ossiblc int~r.·est f wat:" at a·

1. \.tt3chea as ~a"lPoE, Sl'X alleged U.S. pri.soners-o·-
t a to Hamlet, Houa phan'.:.he S ';.:'11- ,;.ln9<:; O. - 1 valley of Thao La

--------,-----O-O-Cd'ffip-l-A-a-.s.maL- ----------
aete.,,-l 1 L os
province, in nort1ern a··

?

cc: DCI
DDCr
EXEC DIR
STATE/E/W
D.LA , .
NIO/EAP
NSA

Deputy Directot:.

•••• • , .........'\.'v·... •

for ope-:::ations

Attachr.tent: Report as sta ted

;';:. -~...-: ::::. ·':.:f.b~~i:~;:.:.. _==.:.. ~,:,:t.~~f~==~:,:~=:·~;;'~f~2·-=--'===-:- :£-k.'d:;::""J,,~s~~-==-:::--- -7:i~
__• ... • ......__......-...... ... -..-..._.. ...._ ........__ ... ...._ ..._ ....__.._0-.._. ._••_. • .-._......_
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2. The camp was located acroSS the valley to the southeast
of Thao La Hamlet. ~he house of detention was a long, thatched

"".........""".. hous
e

with a small front yard. It stood between two smallerhou'se'~"wrtj)'''w'2i:rrs'''rijade'''of'.. t'imberi' apparently the camp office and a
guardS' quarters. The camp was surrounded by a trench and a fence
of closely ?osted, pointed wood roles. Th?o La Hamlet had about
5~ small houses located· next to a creek .

~--' _... -.--_.~- ":-
----_.~----

_.__...__.._............ -
S.ightings oE 'Six' Atlegr=d U:.5 •. · p.i::-ison·er-;~~f-wa.r-in··~.:---_·_-_··__..·__·-·__ ·.. _·...

Detention Camp Ncar Thao La .~a~iet ih'N0rthern'Laos .

-----:'E'KT-:-~:t-.-r-n--l-a·t;:e-A.l?L-i.l-L9-a.£,---· .saw a total of. six alleged U.S. pris.o-nl;:n::-s--o·f-w.a-t:-(-P..o.W~S_}......9t a
::e ten t ion camp ina sma 11 va lley of Thao La Har.tle t, Houa Phaf! .------
?t:'ovince, in nortllern L.:lOS (grid coordinatl?s 20 'deg

r8eS
north

:'atitude, 104 dcqrees e,Jst ;;led(iianl. On 26 April, saw four tall Caucasians

~ho were said to be U.S. POW's bcin0 escorted by two sr.tall Asian
-:juards fLom the prisoners' house of detention to the'cam!? office.
:)n 27 April .saw t ....·o bhlCl<S. 'who were also said
to be U.s. POW's carrying bamboo baskets on their back being
escorted up a hill by a guard to carry out their labor duties.
I . ~lmade the observar.io r,s (rom a steep hill at
the edge 0 f the ThaoU Valley where the dr:: ten t ion ca:np was
loca ted. (b)(3) NalSecAct

the men the~ had seen were U.S. POW's. He sald the ca~P held
about 50 such PO~'s who had Lecently been transferred t; the camr
from an unknown location.) (HeadguarteLs Comr.tent: presumably the
guards were Lao people' 5 Democra tic Republ ic (LPDR) .pe rson

ne1
. )

... '-- ..'~~....
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SUBJECT

----·--:-··_--~·_----'·CENTRALINTEt:.LlGENC·E-AGENCY.-:---:~-··'-'-~-3·-----·------_·,_·
,,--, ., w ~SHINGTON-':'O:C:' 20505 .

l'E:.~ORMmun FOP.: l~ss ist<1n t '! ice birecte-r for Collect ior.
, .~.~an:an'8,1='-"'·~<t." ~.. . .., "..................... . '.,"\ \.......... ... . " , ~ , ,', " ', , ,"',." , ,. ,;- ,..... .. ·· · 'r1c r~: r t:-"0 n ~ () f Dc fer: ~ C'

T"-incio<:!l ..\8'/i50r for r::-iscmer, of \:[\r
. - nnel' ;:issinq in Action Affairs

(Internatibn<11 Security Affair~)
Office of the Secretary of nefense

nirector, victna~, Leos nnd Ka~p~chea .
Bureau of East Asia~ and Paclflc Affalrs
nepartpe~t of State

Alleged Sighting of Live U.S. pr~sonerso~
~ar in the tao People's nemocrat~c Republlc
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.":'I.I.:r·.,...· . I:- ~rJ_ ~ ~ M INFORM~TLO!J RSP0R7 t

____. -_'--S-t::-BJ-F-:.GI'-:--u,.1.1gCl c <'l S i Clh tin q sot: L i v e Tl. S. r ri son c C S Q f. \: iJ "(
in t 11 c'r, C'I o' PCor iC"'s-O'C'l"l0'6-t;-C3-t-l-c_BD-fl \I h

1 i c

WiJS in the ncaa of Ran (villa0 C) Song whore SQveral ~0nocrs
of the Here attenc1inCj <3 prOrilgtln<'la ,session. AccorClinq to
an ethnic Lao . who wus r~escnt
in that village, two CauC<3S1anS ana SlX people's ~rny of vietntl~
(PAVtJ) solniers were at that session. One of the Cauc~sians was
giving a speech in t .•ao praising the T,PD? regir.1e. (Headquarters
Comnent: . dij not explain why he helievcn that the two
Caucasians were U.S. prisoners of War (PO~lS).)

? On 25 Februarv 1983,

inf6rr.1c<'l
that there were four U.S. POW's beinq

"'''''''~'''' , h c 1d a t t.heNa dena p ri son i nthc r.. PDR." """me'mber"'~'e'~'t~(l'''t:h'a-t'''t,-he-"pr.i son ,.;as ell v i oed into two se c t ion s . one
part of t.he prison was used to confine forner Royal Lao
Governnent. (RLG) officials and Royal Lao AtPy (FAR) officers.
':'he ot.her part of the facility was for the four U.s. PO\-1's. One
of the Anericans was ill wi~h "sciatic disease." Another U.S.
POH was allo

wen
to look after him. The two other U.S. pmi's wet'e

allo
wen

to acconpany P1WN solcliers who conducted propaganda
qperat.io

ns
• in P1Wtl soldiers were

guarding the prison.

\ .

.. ..._- ..", ... - . _.~ " ._- - ..... ... ::',:'" -
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--,----------

4. claimcn to have met with
two U.S. POW's during hi~ 0"0 ~nd one-halE year detention Ero

n

r:1id-1981 to Jnnual::'y 1983..- . silic1 t'hat the t'NO allc<]P.c1
u.s. POWs were not incat:'cet:'nted within the prisqn -facility but
wet:'e held in.a nenrby cave. {Headquarters Corn~ent: The
was not able to identify c~thet:' of the two allc<)ec1 U.S. POH's by
name. He stated that one of their "serial numbel::' pla

tps
" was

availahle at nan Nondeng (WE2507l. The
cited in par~gl::'aph 2 of this report stated that he would attenpt
to recover the plate by 1 April 1983.)

3 • 1 neil c a t.e (l t h Cl't his' : - ~: c.lS

willing to att~rnpi .t~ rescue thq E~U~ Arncrican~ witho~~-advancc .
funds :'or their eHorts • .::lnd woul n halo the libcr<Jted U.S. pml's

--------u-f1-t-i-l~:TCg-0.t-i:-a-t':-i-8.n.s--E.OJ::.-(J. r Q ward \vl: r e cO r.1p lete (1. ( !! C <J dq uarte r s
Connent: . asked hOl.-lrnuch noncy t-!yC
Might get Ear each U.S. PO~7.)

- .. ~ ._... ~..:. ..... ~

........ _.: . . .... . .-:;,. -, -: - ...

,,:==,~,~~~~_-~~- ~:_.-:-c-=;~i<~=_-_·
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20505

!3 JUL 1982

MEI-10RA!liDUM FOP.:

FROM:

SUBJECT

. D' toy ~.OL CollectionAssistant Vlce llec ~

Manaaement
Depart~ent of Defense

p~~~cipai Advi~or fo: Prisoner of
and Missin~ In Act~on Affairs

(Internatidnal SecurIty Affairsl
Office 'of the Secretary of Defense

" L os -3nd KampucheaDirector, Vletnam, a. ~ Pacific AffairsBureau of East ASIa an~

Department of State

Deputy Director for operatIons

Claimed sightings of U.S. Personnel
Missing in Action in Laos in the
Period 1969-79

NO HARD COpy FOLLOWS

Attached as of pos~ible iriterest
to you .is a report obtained

cc:
. ...- --~.."" '-.. -

D/DDI State/EAP
DDI1EAA Sta~e/INR
. .- :.-:.~:".-.:. '.-.' .

DOD ~JSJ.\

DLh,

..: i- .....
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SU 8J eCT : CL-' MEn S I GHT'I NGS Of U. S., 'PeRSONN S L POSS I %
1

Mf5S-I.,,"-------:------­

IN ~CTION IN LAOS IN THS P~RIOO 1969-
79

\ • (H EADOUARTeRS COM"F,"T i THE OOI,LOl'1ING INFO'R"A"rI ON 0'
U.S. PERSONNEL POSSIOLY ,",SSING IN AC'rIO

N
(M'IAI I.' LAOS IN THE

PERIOD 1969- 79

WAS PILO~ING AN H-34

3. ABOUT DECEMBER 1971 J WHILE

HF:LICOPTER
I

2. IN A CONVERS'~TON iN THE LAO PEOPLE'S nEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC (LPOR) mTH ._' _ IN fEBRUARY \ 9 B\, AN UN I 9ENTI '"EO
LPLA o••ICER SAIO THAT HE HAO PREVIOUSLY BEEN ASSIGNEO TO GUARO
U,S. PRISONERS O. WAR [POW'S} WHO WERE IM'RISO". 1M A CAVE "'
HOUA PHAN (SAM NEUA) PROVINCE, THIS LPLA O••ICER SAIO ~HAT ALL
O. THESE POW'S "ERE SeNT TO THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC, O' VIE'rNAM
(SRV) .. IN 1979." THE LoLA O.PlCER GAVF. NO fURTHER DETAILS.

HE SET -:-:lIS J\IRCR"~"T DOWN 8ESIDE t\N AIR

AMERICA ~H-' HELICOPTER THAT HAO VIRTUALLY ••EN DEMOLISHED. THE
COCKPIT O' THE HELICOPTeR, WHICH IOA5, ON A LANDING, ZONE .El"G
FIRED UPON BY HOSTILE .ORCES, CONT'INED THE B001 OF AN A"ERI~AN

.. ,,,.. ,,,, PILOT, AND IT WAS ,?pARENT THAT e" WAS DEAD, ' S ,\1 0 PI RIXC 3\' TH E

, ..............8N.£]\'{';.....",H" .....HAIl.....lI"aBA0 y OV 8 RRUN LATS 8N. PR8VEN TE
O

HIM • ROM
R.ECOVERI NG T!1 E BODy':"""rS'61J~'CF."·CO"\:",EN'r:
WITNESSED THIS INCIDENT.)

A -
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~_~ .. ,_._.;_ ... . ~ ._~_~._~ .. .J -. . ._-- -----------_.-

~~~=s:~~~~~·~~
---~~-~"" ,,-----------

4 • ABOlJ'r-NDVE·:;rs·E·R-e·f/:-e·&E-ErM.13-E:-R-1-9-7-0_",-_H.aONc,TOLD THAT A
BUNKER CONTAIN1NG THREE U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL HAD SUSTAINED A
DIRECT ENEMY HI'r AND THAT TEESE MEN i-i8R8 NOT SE8N TO F,;MERGE FROr-\
THE BUNKER. (HEADQUART.ERS C01"lMENT: THr:: EXACT TIME FRAME AND
LOCATION WERE NOT GIVEN NOR ~ERB FURTHER DETAILS AVAILARLE.)

5. ABOUT AUGUST 1969 ..:... ..:HILF.: FLYING TO PHflTHUNG (TH
1726) AROUT 50 KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF LUANG ?RAAANG,~F.ARD THE'
DISTRESS CALL OF A DOWN~D U:5. A-7 AIRCRAfoT. FOLLOWING THr,
SIGNAL, LOCATf,D A U.S. PILOT, PICKED HIM UP, AND TURNED
HIM OVER TO AN AMERICAN OfFICIAL AT LUANG PRABANG. (HEADQUARTERS
COMMENT: APPARENTLY NO MIA 'IS INVOLVED IN T~IS INCIDENT.)

-.. _..... - -_.--- -_ .... _---

.......~....,........
..., ....""",..\.\,\, ...." .....

'" -. -, .. ...... ., .-: .. - " ...- .... ,.'" .-: -'
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---_.__._-._-----
... .~.-' .... , ..

~ID(ORi\:_iDll~1 FOR:

rRm!

SUBJECT

._---------- ... _._ ...---

DIRECTOR, VIET;";:\,'.', L:\OS A:-';D CA~IBODlt\
BUREAU OF EAST ASI~~ A~D PACIFIC ~FF~IRS
Di:P;\RP.1E~T OF ST,\TI:

- ...... ~ ... -
DEPUTY C00RDI~ATOR FOR PRISO~ER OF N~R

,\~D ~IISSI~G I:--i ACTIO:-J ~I,\TT[RS

DEPARHIE:-iT OF STATE

CUIEF, PRISO:--lER OF \\'ARrnSSI:\G I~ ACT10~ BR,\:JCH
RESOURCES ASD I~STALLATIO:JS DIVISIO~
DIRECTORATE·.FOR I~TELLIGE:JCE (RESEARCH CE~TER)

I'IU >C I p.:rL"-.:\DVI son FOR Ph TSO\ER OF WAR A:-.lD
~_SSISG l:_i t\CTTO~ AFFAIRS

(r;-;TER:J:\l'IO~L\L SECURITY AH:\IRS)
OffICE OF THE SECRET,\R.Y or DEFr:;';SE

DUPUTY Of RECTOR rOR OPERATIO:-JS

REPORTED SIGIITr:~G OF :\~lERICA:-i PRISO~ERS I~
CENTRAL LAOS

!\TT,\CHED AS OF POSSIBLE I~TEREST TO YOU IS A - (b)(3) NatSecAct
REPORT RESULTnG FRm.1I:-.;r-OR?·I:\TIO); OBTi\I:-';ED FRO~1 SOURCE I:J
~IAY i97S. \'IE ARE GIVT:-;G TIHS REPORT :-iO FURTHER !)ISSHII~.I\TIO:-:.

.. .... ". ~>~... . ......, .

cc; ~FAC/NIO
>JFAC/ORPA
~FAC/OSR

• • - ••• '.w' ...... ~~ _ .. . .., "- ....... , . -.... ~ .

./

. I
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~IE>IOR:\;.:DU~1 fClT(,: !) I RECTOR" rI ET:-J;\:'I, LAOS ;\:\1] CA>IBOD L\
BUREAU OF EAST ASIA~-~~D P~CIFIC AffAIRS
DEP!\RntE~T OF 5T,:\Tf:

DEPUTY COORD[~ATOR FOR PRISONER OF WAR
AND ~ISSI~G I~ ACTION ~~TTERS

DEPART~ENT OF STATE

CHIEf', PRISONER OF \<IARnl1SSC~G I~ ';\CTI0>: BRA~Cll
RESOURCES A~D' I~STALLATI0NS DIVISIO~ ,

"'9 I RECTOR;\TE !=OR T;":TELLI GE:':CE (RESEARCH CE:-.iTER)

~ ... " .. ~.'..', .,.................... , .

PRl~ClPAL ADVlSOa FOR PRISO:\ER OF w;\a ;\~D
~ISSI~G I~ ACTI0~ ~FF~IRS

([~TE~~ATI0~~L SECURITY AFPAIRS)
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFE~SE

, DEPUTY. DIRECTOR fOR OPE!t:\TIO>iSFRQ;.I

SUB,JECT

-
REPORTED S I GHTI ~G OF :\:lER IC:\:\ PRJ SO~ERS n
CE:\TR.AL L..\OS

.............................., , .

ATTAC1IED AS OF POSSIBLE l~TEREST TO YQU IS Ald, (6)(3)N t8 A
REPORT RES ULH ,GF R~)! I.XFOR)!ATI O~ OBTAI~ED FRO)! SOURCE 1~ a ec ct

~!AY 1978. .,

CC: :~F:\C/~ 10
~F.~C/ORPA

.. , -':~rF~~:I:' ~:S-R
. . -~ ",:-" - .. . .

~~~;~~~~n~:_~~~-:~::· ':"~1~-~_==-~~ -~
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SUBJECT: "-R'i;101U~ED-51GIITT~G. Oi;--:\~tErnc-,\~ rR1s~r5X\.:RS:-f5i:---------··-.--.-...-.-----

"'CEXTlnL L::\OS .'.

1. TilE I.\r:OR~l:\TIO\ '1:--; TilE FOLLO\n~iG P!\R:\GR:\PH \~·.:\S

013T,\1:-;EO 0)1 30 ~I:\Y 19;8

..
2. FOLLO\O:-JG THE CO:'I:'IU\I5T T:\KEOVER OF LAOS' U

1975, TIlE LPOR ESTABLISHED I:-:DOCTRI:.l ..\TIO>J CA~IP5 FOR

",,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,J9I~:~JIE ..,~9.L~.!~ ...L\9.w.~.9Y.~.~.~:-'1 E.:--: T :\1I LIT i\RY 1\);D CI VTL J1\:.1. OFF I C1;\ LS

.l\T XEPO~ :\:-';0 SARJWA:.l, \\:llICH \"ERE LITTL[ ~10RE TlIAiI: FORCED

LABOR ·C:\~IPS. TilE PRDI:\RY T,\SK OF THE PRrSO:-iERS AT TIIESE

CA,\IPS N:\S -filE CO:-.lSTRUCTION OF ..\ ROAD LI:-lKI~G THE T\\O

TO\IJ~S. DURI:.;G A ROUTI:-.lE ROM) SIlRVEY I~E:\RLY OCTOBER 1976,-

. CLADIED TO HAVE SEE~ i\ GROUP OF ,\~'lERICA;-.J PRISO:-;ERS

BEI:'lG HELD I~ A SFECIAL PRISO~ CO~IPOU~D LOC:\TE~ I~ A ~!OU~TAI~

CAVE ABOUT 60 KILO~I[TERS :-lORTH-~ORTI'J\'JEST OF S·\RAVA:-:. (SOURCE

...... -"~":':- .. : ...

CO:-·f~·IE~T:

SUBJECT. )

. "... - ~:. ~.'

PROYIDED :\0 FURTHER 1:-: r-OR..'!ATI m: O~~ TillS

.- '~""' .. "'':'' ....- .
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PAGE' 001
TOT: 091B30Z ocr 91

-------------------------------------------------------

I' ,,·,1'N'Oi" ""'Ok' ""'C'

SEC RET WNINT!:L NOFORN RODCA CDM1.IUt~1CATIONS--DOD HAN:JLE AS RO:::lCil
MATERIAL--PASS T: ROCCA CONTROL OFFICIAL ONLY

SUEJECT : POW-folIA: COMM~NTS OF f,. LAO OFFICIAL ON TENSIONS BETWEEN LAO
AN:) U. S. SID!:S CC!\':ERNl"G EFFORTS TO VERI FY CLAIMi::D SIGHTING OF
MISSING U.S. SERViCEMAN

L:.. THE I'OLL:J~I!NG Rl:POC WA~ OBTA;NED IN LATE SEPTEM3ER 1991 FROM

. ,;AIO IN
LATE SEPTEMBER 1991 THAI TENSIONS HAVE INCREASED EE:wEEN THE LAO Ar~
U.S. SIDES FOLLOWING UN;UCCESSFUL 'EFFORTS IN SEPTEMBER TO VERIFY 0
CLAIMED SIGHTING OF A M~SSING U.S. SERVICEMAN. ASCORD:NG TO THE'

(
b)(1) I I LAO SEARCHERS FIRST WERE DISPATCHED FROM VIENTIANE TO

ATTOPEU PROVINCE IN EARLY SEPTEMBER, AFTER THE LAD PRIME MINISTER'S
(b)(3) NatSecActFICE RECEIVED A REPORT FROM A LAO RESIDEt.rr OF THE PRovINSE Wl-:O

,-_AIMED TO HAVE SEEN AN "AMERI::""J SOLC'lER" LIVING IN A REMOTE
VIL~AGE. WHEN 7HE LAO SEAR:H TEAM LOCATED TrlE INFCRMANT. 'DES:RIBED
ONLY AS AN "OLD MAN," HE REFUSED TO CONS I DER ESCORT! NG THE TEAM ON
fOOT OVER WHAT H~ I"-'D!CATEO WOULO 6E A SIX-OAY ROUr-lD"TRIP TREK TO AND
FROM THE VILLAGE w~ERE THE CLAIMED SlGHT1NG HAC BEEN ~ADE. AFTER
DEMAN:JING AND RE~E!viNG P;",MEIH OF TWO BAHT-WEIGHT !3C.A GRAIJ.S) IN
GOLD, PLUS A LAO GGVERt.JMENT PRtlMISE CF MORE IF "H~ ~I~ING PROVED
TR~E, THE INFORMANT AGR~ED TO CARRY A CAMERA INTO THE REM~TE tILLAGE
A,~ AT~EMPT TO PH:TOGRtOH THE PERSON WHOM HE CLAIMEn.TO HAVE SEEN.

3. THE INFORMAN~ i<ETURN"D ~/ITH EXPOSED FILl/., \5UT WHEN IT WAS
OEV!:L::PED, TH!: 0:-'::' v RE(OG~J! ZAS:..E P~OTOGRAPHS S~O~/ED IJUST THE :..EGS OF
AN UNIDENTIFIED PE~SON. THE LAO SEt-Reo'i TEAM r-;CNETHiOLESS DECIDED iO
BRING IN u.S. tU~~ORIT:ES AFJER FURTYER INVESTIGATION OF VILLAGES l~
AREAS MENTICNED 2i tHE IN=ORW-ANT TURNED UP THE EXISTEN:E OFA ?ERSON
WITH CAUCASIAN FEATURES LIVING IN ONE OF THE~ •. WHEN IT SUSS£'JUENT~T
WAS OETERMI~ED TMA~ TH: A~PARENT CAUC~S;AN WAS A METIS OF FR£':H­
ASH."; E)'TRACTInN, THE 'NFOR'I,A"JT AT·H:'·~?T~D TO D~NY T·:.n THIS ;ItS T,;E
PERSON ·.... ,OM HE. riA;) SIGlTED. THE LAO SIDE TOLIJ THE .'IIFO:</I,ANT fo KEEP
QUIET' AFTER HE C:"A:It.Eu THAT THE VILLAGE wrlE~£ THE S:GriTING HAO TAKE~
PLACE WAS NCT THE ONE ..HEi<E THE METIS wt.S FOU~D o;U"7 ~/AS Jf~ A V:":CH
,..,O:<E ;:;:"IO"'E 1,:<E.o\.

(b)(6)
(b)(3)
CIAAct

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

4'.. AC::ORC;S~ TO I I. TH:: u.s. TEA~! SECA!.1E UPSET It.'riErJ
THE LAO SiDE REFUSED TO CONSIDER FURThE~ SEA~CHES IN AREAS 8EYO~ID (b)(1)
THOSE ALREADY COVERED. I 1ATTRIBUTED LAO r'ESITANCE IN TH;S (b)(3)

...._ .••..•• _ . REGAr!::J TO CD~CERN THA'" SUCH SEA?CH::S WOULD TWE. THE U. S. iEAf·~ eVER
Io;HAT THE OFFICIA~ 'DE'SCP~leED AS THE "FRtE'Zor';:'''-:1iLOI'lG TH:: XEr<Ot-x; _ -. NatSecAct
PROVINCE BORDER WITH V' ETNAM. I 1 DES:::R!E:i:D TH! S ZON!: AS \-1\ - I .

.==--"-'=""-=-~=--=--:_:=:'..<~~::.:=8'E'I,NG=HJHA6¥i,EEbS.Y..,,;,'JA;,w;)w&.,E.TJt.::,n,C,.GRDtJe.s."".S.QM;::. ..0f:..::~ NOT SPEAK. . .-_. .... NatSecAct .

., ---:-::..,'-=-""':''':::'.,;:.~:''';'tA:O-A'I',![n..mST:.10F£;W86tiii:D§f.;.NJe'r.::.R&GeGN:I~iE=~AO"¥il:J:T:iiiSRlIcr;.\~-::..AL.SO .• ·VfE'T.'NAM~~~=- -=:'=(b)(3) ,- ._-;'=~:;'::

.·--..··--·-·----.-~INTATNSA;;;rLrTAR·'i'-p·~~SEioc·E-!N"'THtS-~RE-A--;-irs-w~e:"I:-kS-I-~J+ERNt~ENr.:.=:::.=.:.: •.:.:..-:..:-...::=--== ':""":..,-;.:,"~=.
. CAMPS FOR ANTI-GOVERNl/.NT RESISTANCE ELEMENTS. AS SuCH, I , NatSecAct

SAID THAT LAOS H~S'NO ~ONTROL OVER THE ZONE. A~~ THE LAO SIDE IN THE \UJ\ IJ
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

".
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MSP (b)(3) CIAAct PIIGE 002 .,----......-,

7'::':: .::::;:::::: :': ..'~'::'_:'~'=:":';:: .. ::':' ~:-~~~-~~~~~~~-~~::~~'::= - ~~::L--- -- ---- J...-:;-~:.. ~ "" ., .
SEARCH HAD /;0 AUTHORITY FRCM THE Lf..O PRIME I-IINISTt:R'S.Oi'FI;;£ TO r:ST,,'q
THE' AREA wriH OR '\lrn-iQU7' l!. 5', PE;(SO:--';:.JEL.

5. (S7Cm BEACH C:::MMSNT: A STC:"y E:"CH OFFICER '..JriO
::>6.RTlCIPA,ED [N T,..: s,,?iE:"5E:~ "::91 INVESTC'::.A TIGiJ IN L~GS D02S .\01'

---------3·E-l::-r·EVE-rf":-=Ae-eE-:::-;;S-E-R;.-T-2,;;-..-Hrf\$)e:~E9-H.J:·S-r,NV·E-S:T-IJ;;,l...T-r.r.N ...IN-AN.Y-wA:(..., _
IN HIS OPU;lON, Tf-E LAO OISP'..AYEO MC~E COC;JERATICN TH:'!'J USUAL. THE
QFFrCER S&!O.THE T~~M WAS NOT AE~E TO VIS!: ATTOPEU PROVI~~" 8ECAUSE
OF FLOGO!~JG tt.NO !i.:'::ASS.42LE RO~OS. 5!..;T ThE L:.:i INVITED ThE T::AM ,1'e
RETURN WHE~ THE RCADS WERE DRY. THE PERSCN THE TEAM W~NTED TO
INTERVIEW 'lIAS NOT LOCATED SIX CAYS AldAY. AS SUGGESTED !~ THE REPO~·".

SUT NOT MC~E THAN FOUR OR FIVE HOUKS AWAY. THE TEAM SA~ PHCTCG~APf-S

OF THIS PEi<SON, 1.1'-'0 WAS r~OT INTE~V!Ei,E~. THE QF"ICER CISPIFED n·.;::
CL~IM Ti-lAT THE re:~M WAS UPSET S',' NOT 8EING :'SLE TO VISIT ,\~;o7l-iER

AREA. THE TEAM ASi<ED TO V1SIT AN AREA MlT ?REVICUSlY AGREED lJP':jN SUT
DID :jOT EX?ECT TO RECEI'.'!:: AP"RaVAL M:O CIU 1'."JT CIS?L,',Y A~:NOYANCE :'7
THIS, ,TH~ OFi"lCER SAl!:> HE COULD NOT'(;OMME:-.IT ON THE VE.I'<ACIT'( OF THE
PARAGRAPH rOUR REASONS FOR NOT ALLOWING THE TEAM TO GO. HE SAID THAT
AREAS FOR rNVESTIGATION ARE GENE~ALlY AGREED ON PRIOR TO THE TEAM'S
ARRIVAL IN LAOS. IN PART TO AlLO\~ TI,'~E TO '(':T APPROVAL FROM 80TH THE
CENTRAl.GOVEPf'<MENT ANO PROV!NCIAt.. LEAQEQS, REGARDING ;:>6.Rfll;KAPH :'-10.
IN THE OFr.CER'5 JUOG,V£NT lAO OFFICIALS WOULD NOT PAY ,WO Cl.lHT-wEIGi-t'
IN GOLD FOR PHOTOGRAPHS IF THEY wERE TRYING TO 8E OBSTRUCT~CNIST.)

6. N'JT RELEAS:'8LE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS.

7. C~ASSIFI~O aV S.GNER.
~NrNTEL NCFORN ReOC:'.>

END OF MESS6.GE

(b)(3)
CIAAct

---------_._----;----.---.----,-------.._-_._--_.__.._--_._._------_.._--------_..-
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SECRET NOFORN WNINTEL RODCA COMMUNICATIONS-DOD HANDLE AS RODCA
MATERIAL-PASS TO RODCA CONTROL OFFICER ONLY.

SUBJECT: COMMENTS ON PHOTO OF ALLEGED POW'S AND ON LIVE
POW'S IN'INDOCHINA

REF:

1. THE FOLLOWING INFORKHION. WAS OBTAINED FROM THE SAME SOURCE
AS THE SOURCE OF REF, WHICH REPORTED ON THE EXISTENCE OF VIET CONG'
(VC) PRISON CAMP BETWEEN SAIGON'AND CAMBODIA. THIS REpORT IS BEING
PASSED FOR YOUR ACTION .

.2..'
. AS OF EARLY

AUGUST 1991 HE REGARDED THE WELL-PUBLICIZED PHOTOGRAPH OF THREE
ALLEGED U. S. PRISONERS OF WAR AS A HOAX. HE SAID THAT THE U. S·.

\

GOVERNMENT HANDLED THE SAD SITUATION WELL, W~THOUT RAISING THE HOPES
OF THE FAMILIES OF THE MIA'S WHO WERE CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN IN THE
PHOTOGRAPH.

3. THIS OFFICIAL STATED THAT HE IS ABSOLUTELY CONVINCED THAT·
THERE ARE NO LIVE POW'S IN VIETNAM. HE MADE THIS STATEMENT BASED ON

'HIS PAST PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT ON THIS ISSUE WITH THE MINISTRY OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS. HE COULD NOT DISCOUNT THE POSSIBILITY THAT THERE
COULD BE U.S. SERVICEMEN ALIVE I~ LAOS, BUT REGARDED THIS AS ONLY A
SLIGHT POSSIBILITY, GIVEN THE PASSAGE OF' TIME AND PRIMITIVE LIVING
CONDITIONS THERE. HE SAID HE WOULD BE HAPPY IF SOME LIVING U.S.
PERSONNEL TURNED UP IN LAOS, BUT HE HAD LIITLE BASIS FOR'SUCH
OPTIMISM.

4. . THE OFFICIAL SAID
THAT HE MET A POW NAMED f1JOH~" (LNU) , WHO lATER DIED IN CAPTIVITY..

(b)(6)
(b)(3)
CIAAct,

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

;.' .
I
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S", NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS. " "

6, CLASSIFIED BY SIGNER. ALL SECRET (b)(3)
-NO"FOR-N--WN.I.N.:r.E-L-R89GA.>------==========~:~==~-----CIAAct­
ORIG:

(b)(3) CIAAct
I I

END OF MESSAGE -BEeREr-

END O~ MESSAGE SECREl
** TEMPORARY WORKING COpy -- DESIROY AFTER- USE **

• o • • _ ~ ••• ~.
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~ eRE T NQFORN I-ININTEL ROQCA
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------------ TO: OrA 'WA'SRIN\:iTOWDC11pW-MI'A("JJ:TIIil-:-COl:~'P;C:E':;::CKir'V=).====='-----
SECRET NOFORN WNINTEL ROCCA COMMUNICATIONS-DOD HANDLE
AS RODCA MATERIAL-PASS TO RODCA CONTROL OFFICER ONLY.

SUBJECT: INFORMATION eN I lAS OF .19: 1

(b)(6) I THE FOLLOWING RePORT WAr; nBTAINEO ~N -'9~;1 Bf
~Ho TASKEO AN fa SHOW THE' A CARD

.CONTAINING A PICTURE OF A U.S. PERSON MISSING IN ACION (MIA),
I I THE CARD WAS. INSCR IBED WITH A REQUEST FOR
INFORMATION ON HIS FATE. THE CARD WAS SHOWN TO CO~-ACTS IN PATHET
LAO (PL) CC~VNIST CONTROLLED AREAS NEAR MUONG PHINE (XD0928), LAOS.
THE RESPONSES WERE COLLATED IN ONE REPORT WHICH WAS SENT TO OUR
THEN EXISTING OFFICE IN VIENTIANE. THE REPORT WAS NOT DISSEMINATED.
POSSIBLY BECAUSE SOME STATEMENTS APPEARED DOUBTFUL, SUCH AS THE PL
HOLDING U.S. PR!50NER5 OF WAR (POW)' NEAR MUONG PHINE. IN FEBRUARY
1991 REVIEWED THE FILE AND RECONSTRUCT~D HIS ORIGINAL
REPORT TO THE BEST OF HIS ABILITY. HE NOTES THAT THE DATES ARE
APPROXIMATE BECAUSE THEY ARE BASED ON CONTACTS' RECOLLECTION OF
EVENTS OCCURRING AROUND THAT TIME. SycH AS THE END OF THE RAINY
SEASON.

:2. THE PL CAPTORS TOOK I ITO l/UANG PHINE
(XOO9:28), LAOS. IN JUNE 1966. ON 3 JANUARY 1967 HE LEFT MUANG PHINE
AND ARRIVED ON 5 vANU~RV: AT A PRISON ATMUANG NONG (XD6009). \!/HICH
CONTAINED ONLY EIGHT OTHER" U.S. POW·S. AT MUA~ NONG THE PEOPLE'S
ARMY OF VIETNAM (PAVN) CAPTORS GUARDED I =STRICTt.Y AND HE
SUFFERED VERY MUCH. WHILE THE PAVN GUARDS DID NOT TORTURE DEBRUIN.
HE WAS HELD IN PRISON ~ND SUBJECTED TO PROPAGANDA LECTURES. PL
GENERAL KHAMKONG (SIC) ANDPAVN GENERAL TAO (SIC), MHO SPOKE
ENGLISH: WERE THE ONLY HIGH RANKING OfFICERS TO INTERROGATE DEBRUIN.
THE PAVN GUARDS OFTEN ~ERE ANGRY WITH THE'POW'S BECAUSE OF U.S.
BOMBING IN THE AREA. I ~AS ALLOWED TO EAT AND TALK WITH THE
OTHER POW'S. BUT WHETHER HE EVER RECEIVED LETTERS on PACKAGES IS
UM<NDI-IN. BECAUSE HE wAS STRIcnY GUARDED. I I:'JEVER ESCAPED
FROM EITHER PRISON. ~~ 2 vANUARY 1968 A PAVN GUARD NAMED "ONG (MR.)
LUI" AND SIX OTHER GUARDS TOOK I lAM> EIGHT OTMER POW'S AWAY.
THE VILLAGERS WERE TOLD .ONLY THAT THE POW'S WERE B6ING TAKEN AWAY

FOR "TRAINING,"

3. NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS.

(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

(b)(6:

(b)(6'

4, CLASSIFIED BY SIGNER.
NOFDRN WNINTEL RODCA.>

SECRET (b)(3)
CIAAct

~~~~~~;~';j;;s::;:,-=-'-:- _~~~-=--:,-.~~.i.r::;:.~:;~~-=-=::::=--- -;;~~:.~i::~~~~ -' -.~~~ ~"~4"7.:i:~;;;~~;~;r=~~~=:·.·~10.:'-~-d~'::~____..__._..._. ,__.. ~_........ .. ._.._w.... ~ .._ .._'~ .. . ..... ~............ --'_.._._._':"""-,.
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---" --'i:f'RODCi-"MATERIAL:::PASS'-io RODC; CONTROLOFFICER ONeY.

-----.SUBJ.ECT.:--REMIHNS-,-DGG---'FAGS-AND-I:;·r-v·E-s-rc;HTlNG-IN"""r::AOS-­

REFS:

1. THE FOLLOWING PRISONER OF WAR (POW)/MISSING IN ACTION

(MIA) INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED IN MID-SUMMER 1990

" . _.._.. ... - .. - -----_....- -- ..---

2. AT AN UNKNOWN LOCATION ON AN UNKNOWN DATE A GROUP OF

SEVEN POW/MIA'S WERE SHOT AND BURIED. ONE WAS A COLONEL IN FULL
. .

UNIFORM. ONE WITNESS OF THIS INCIDENT TOOK THE UNIFORMS AND

REBURIED THE BODIES. THE REMAINS AND DOG TAGS ARE STILL AT THE

BURIAL SITE. ANOTHER MIA INDIVIDUAL (NFl) IS ALIVE AND UNDER

GUARD, BUT IS AFRAID TO TRY TO ESCAPE. WHEN HE WAS ASKED IF HE

WOULD 'LIKE TO GO HOME, HE REPLIED AFFIRMATIVELY, BUT SAIDT~AT HE

WOULD NEED HELP TO DO SO. HE IS MARRIED (POSSIBLY TO ALAO) AND

HAS TWO CHILDREN•

. ., 3. :PARTIAL DOG TAG INFORMATION ON THESE INDIVIDUALS IS AS

FOLLOWS.

A. SAUL JEFFERY L

(b)(1 )
(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(1 )
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

(~)(?).... '.I I..... .... ~ -:.... -;" -.

I I' . ". ". '% =~~._..".._"'"..""==..............~ _.--..._--~= ==--~~~~ .- "-:"_';...::;-:.::.-=~.=:;~._-: --~i.':;'-~~~---.--~-p-~€J:;==~~~:;=~_._~~~~~~~~~~';':-'--~~~.~~.~:- ....;::.-.."-.:.:..--------.--_._.--
-s S eRE T N9F0RN.- WNINTEL R(IDCA
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'BAPTIST'

c. TR . D (SIC)

LEATS A

=PROTESANT

D. BOBS

LANNY D

(b)(6)

BAPTIST

3·

~. NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS.

5. CLASSIFIED BY SIGNER. (b)(3) CIAAct

·NOFORN· WNIN-TEL RODCA.

(b)(3) CIAAct

(b)(3) CIAAct
(b)(6)
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WNINTEL SECRET NOFORN RODCA COMMUNICATIONS-ODD. HANDLE AS
MATERIAL P~SS TO ROOCA CONTRO~ DCflCER ONL~

. (b)(6)
'-(b)(3) CIAAct

ROD::'''

SUBJECT: MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION or, POW/MIA LIVE SIGHTINGS.
DOG TAGS ANO REMAINS

I ~_ .. =._- '1.-.. ~
1, THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED

VIETNAMESE BO~T REFUGEE BORDER SMUGGLERS ANtI CASU~L SOURCES ON
POW/MIA ~jV[ SIGHTINGS. DOG TAGS AND REMAINS. INFO~MATION WAS
PASSED A~ NOTED TO JCRC ANDiOR STON\ BEACH. YOU ARE AUTHORIZED
TO US[ .THIS INFORMATION WITH JCRe AND STONy BEACH..

(b)(1 )
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

. ", .

(b)(6) .

. ~" WE ARE FORWARDING THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON 15
VIETN~MESE BOAT REFUGEE SOURCES AND FOUR 80ROER SMUGGLERS WHO
HAVE PROVIDED VARIOUS TYPES OF LIVE SIGHTING. DOG TAG/REMAINS
REPORTING ON THE MIA/POW ISSUE, ALL INTERVIEWS WERE CO~~UCTEO
Byl I WHICH PASSED THE LEADS TO JCRC AND
STONY SEACH FOR FDLLOWUP ACTION ON THE OATES NOTED 8ELOW WITH
NO FURTHER FORMAL.DISSEMINATION.

A. VTFTNhMESE BOAT REFUGEE
.J CLAIMED HE SAW AN AMERICAN LIVING WiTH ETHNIC

iRIBESMEN IN OCTOBER 1983 NEAR OAC TO VILLAGE, BAN ME THUOT
PROVINCE. THE AMERICAN WAS DESCRIBED AS A CAUCASIAN WITH'
LIEUTENANT COLONEL RANK WHO WAS SHOT DOWN IN 1972. THERE HAVE
BEEN MANY STORIES ABOUT AMERICANS LIVING WITH ETHNIC TRIBESMEN
IN THIS AREA. THEY ARE OFTEN ATTD1RUTED TO AN INDIAN
SUPPOSEDLY LIVING IN THE AREA. . ALSO REPORTED THAT IN
OCTOBER 1984 HE SAW THREE AMERICANS IN SA HUYNH DISTRICT. OUANG
NGAI PROVINCE. THE THREE AMERICANS WERE WORKING ON AN OIL
PROJECT ON "HAl NAM" (PRD8ABLV HAINANI ISLAND WHEN A STORM SENT
THEM ADRIFT. ONE OF THE AMERICANS WAS JOHN PIERRE, THE SON OF'
A TEXAS' JUDGE. .c nc EARLY 1985, THE THREE AMERICM4S WERE
MOVED TO HANOI. PROVIDED THE NAMES: RONNAL C, LUCSK.c===J
I I BAPTIST; JOHN 80Y: JAMNE CARTE: RONtE f-iARIS. DOG
TAGS FOR THE ABOVE NAMED INDIVIDUALS WERE TURNED OVER TO MR. LE
VAN PHU OF THE INTER!OR MINISTRY IN HO CHI MINH CITY (HeMe).
(LE VAN PHU HAD PREVI~I~I v BEEN IDENTIFIEO AS A CHIEF INSPECTOR
OF THE MOl IN HCMe. I W~S MOVED TO PHANA7 NIKHOM ON 20

. JANUAR~ 1988. INFORMATION WAS PASSED TO JcRe AND STONY BEACH
ON 9 MARCH 1988.

E. VIETNAMESE BOAT REFUGEE
CLAIMED HEARSAY FROM ..... ABOUT THE

SINKING OF AN AMERICAN SHIP CFF THE COAST OF ~~nr ~lEN

DISTRICT, MINH HAl PROVINCE. ACCORDING TO NUMP.FQ ~F
AMERiCA/>; 800IES WERE NOT RECOVERED FROM THAT VESSEL. " WAS
MOVED TO PHANAT NIKHOM ON 20 JA~UARY 1988. INFORMATION WAS
PASSED TO JCRC AND STONY BEACH ON 9 MARCH 1988.

(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

.... '--' .~:."" .
C. VIETNAMESE BOAT REFUGEE' .

_. ,... ~IMED AN ACQUAINT.ANCE HELD THE REMAINS OF ONE
AME"fh'CAN.:· .. SAID THE liCOtJAlI~:r;ANeF COULD BE CONTA'Cl'ED···,-':... · .-
THROUGH 'HIS 'FAMILY AT "2/41 HOANG' bIEU. 14TH QUARTER'. 4TH .

~;;:::~~i~::~-;=:=~~~~~t~~~~~NroR~~i~;w~;~~tt~R~~:S,~~~~~~i.~~.. :__.._~~:=~~.~~~~~~~= ..~=

1'-{
I
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ON 9 MARCH 1988.

D. VIETNAMESE BOAT REFUGEE
.1. A FORMER ARVN CAPTAIN. CLAIMED HIS SISTER

J !·14n rNFORw:rION AEi5iIT-THE-R'EMiHl'"JS-O'F-ON~

AMERICAN.
(.

"HM'tw'~ v .. _v iNFORMATION WAS PASSED TO JCRC AND
STONY BEACH ON 9 MARCH 1983.

\/TnNAMESE BOAT REFUGEE
I"~""''', . _"._ CLA IMED A NElGH80R ~_ .._. HELD THE REMA INS OF
ONE AMERICAN AT HIS HOME IN SAIGON. c====JREPORTEDLY TURNED THE

. REMAINS OV?R TO GOVERNMENT AUTHOQITI~S AND HOPED TO BE
RESETTLEO VIA THE ODP PROGRAM. , WAS MOVED TO PHANAT
NIKHOM ON 20 JANUARY 1968. INFORMATION WAS PASSED TO JCRC AND
STONY BEACH ON 9 MARCH 19S8.

F. VIETNAMESE BOAT REFUGEE _.. ..
CLAIMED THAT WHILE IN REEDUCATION

CAMPS IN YEN BAI AND HOANG LIEN SON HE CAME ACROSS A WHITE
AMERICAN USING THE NAME "TRAN VAN NAM." AT THE -HEADQUARTERS OF
THE 776TH UNIT WHICH WAS RES?DNSI8LE FOR CONTROLLING THE CAMP.

SAW NAM AND A SLACK MAN. ACCORDING TO GUARDS. 'THESE TWO
AMERICANS VOLUNTEERED TO REMAIN AFTER THE WAR. IN EARLY t9aO.
WHILE IN HOA LO PRISON~ CLAIMED ME SAW TWO AMERICANS (ONE
YOUNG AND ONE OLD). STATEO THAT HE CONTACTED THEM BY
MORSE COOE AND THE TWO AMERICANS WERE VICTIMS OF A SHIPWRECK IN
1975 POSSIBLY NEAR CON SON. ~AS INVOLVEO IN SEARCHING FOR
AMER!C~N REMAINS AND CLAIMED INFORMATION ON NEARLY 40 SETS QF
REMAINS. MOST n~ WHICH WERE TURNED OVER TO VIETNAMESE
AUTHORITIES. ALSO MENTION~O A HELICOPTER CRASH SITE ALONG
THE BANK' OF A RIVER NEAP T~~ BIEN HOA-PHUOC LONG-SONG SINH .
PROVINCIAL BOUNDARIES. . PRODUCED ONE NAME BUT WAS NOT SURE
IT \~AS CORRECT: RUSSEL COCK, I , ND PREF.

~AS MOVED TO PHANAT ~IKHOM ON ~O JANUARY 1988.
INFORMATION WAS PASSED TO JeRC AND STONY BEACH ON 9 MARCH
t988.

(b)(6)

(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

•• Ifl ~Tt;AMFC::~ 0'JAT REFUGEE
. ·:LAII.1ED TO HAVE INFORMAT!ON :/30UT TWO

SETS JF AMERICAN REMAIi~ScURlEDtNblOCMON.AI.SO CLAIMED
THAT HIS RELATIVES HELD ONE AMERIC~N DOG TAG. , WAS MOVED TO
;;;'HANAT NIKHOM ON :0 JANUARY 198B . . WFORMAnON 'IiAS ;:>4SSE'D TO
JCRC ANa STONY BEACH ON 9 MARCH' \988.

H. VIETNAMESE BOAT ~EFUGEE

CLAIMED TO HAVE SEEN AN AMERICAN 8ETWEEN
5EpTE~8ER 1976 AND FEBRUARY \978 ~T THE ~ATHECRAL r~ ZAIGON.
THE .~r},EKICAN WAS NAMED >"AUL. CORN ABOUT \'353. AND 'J/AS Fi<CM
PENNS'LVANIA. PAUL WAS REPa~TEOLY AN "INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTARY
STUDENT" 'IiHO WAS ALLOWED TO REMAIN .lFTER THE 'liAR. CAUL
REPORTEDLY LIVED AT THE F~UCAULO MONASTERY ON CUONG DE STREECi,
HCMe. WAS ~~VED iD ~HANAT NIKHqM ON :0 JANUARY 1988.
,NFORMA nON ',o/AS PASSED iO .JeRC .l.ND STONY BEACH ON 3 '.'ARCH
1'J83.

I. VlETNAM~~E BOAT sEFUGEE
J ':L,UM'.:D HIS .1UNT

rNFDRMA,nON' 'IN AMER!CAN P.EM4:I.NS:..:":":·'. ':.'"

.. . . . ... ... ·....AS : lOVED CO ?HANA f....N.l.KHOM ON :0 ..I:"NUAl{, ~ "l::!R. .. . .. . .. . .
~~=;;-:;:~;.;;;:===-..:. .·~==·Tff~1g.Ri~r;j;QH~'>:-';i~S·s'ED"-T6. 'i~~~2~s:i~61g:~:jE't{CFl=Qf~=:1~~~1,~~~:t~~~·..~=~~~.;::~~~:~:;~===-~
-.__• •__•__ol-'.·f1.:>-, .. •.. • (b)(6)-------·-·....::.......--.-----

.;, VIETNAMESE :;')AT REFUGEE
TURNED OVER ONE DOG TAG AND EtGHT

RUBBINGS OF THE FOLLOWING NAMES: L.C. WALKER.' IUSN.
M. ;1~orESTA'NT: T.L. <JONES. I !USMC. S. \S3E~l£U OF

~
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I l·e.\PTIS1: A'LFREDDER COLEMAN ... I I
. BM'H:.r. ":.R. GREW. I : I!JSM£~_§.,,-.!?~!'Il~I;,.:B.!-!~E!::L...__..... -(b)(6)----- . ._... _._

--"---' .-..... "'·-"-·-·--·-'C:A:S:A:CCOS'.· RA .1 PRE' 'DOG-TAC AND RUBBINGS WERE. TURNED
OVER TD' cleRC. WAS MOVED TD PHANhT NIKHDM ON 20 JANUARY
198'8: INFOR-MATlDl'; WAS PASSED'TO JCR("'AND STONY BEACH ON' 9 .'
MARCH 198!:.

K. VT"TNAMESE BOAT REFUGEE
--------.---....:--~----------RE,POR.:r.Etl-T_HA:r-HE·R_F_A'FHER

(A FORMER ARyN I ~T CORPS COLONEL) WAS HOLDING ONE SET OF
AMFRICAN REMAINS.

THE INFORMATION WAS PASSED TO JCRe AND STONY BEACH ON
11. 12 JULy.

, VIETNAMESE BOAT REFUGEE
I CLAIMED THA7 TWO FRIENDS OF HIS.

KNEW THE: WHEREABOUTS OF f"lACOTrAII.I Ot:UATt.IC

COULD BE CONTACTED THROUGH A .

THE INFORMAnON WAS
PASSED TC JCRC AND STON', BEACH ON 11.' 1: JUL\' .

(b)(6)

M. WHO LIVED IN TRAT
PROVINCE TURNED OVER IN vULY 1938 A PHOTOCOPY OF DOCUMENTS
PURPORTEDLY OF AN AM:RICAN HELD IN VIETNAM. THE INFORMATION
cnDD"~PONOS TO DEWEY M. BALL. A KNOWN SCAM CASE. THIS SAME

ALSO PRDVIDED TWO'OTHER NAMES WHOM HE CLAIMED WE~E
STILL AL!VE IN VIETNAM. THE NAMES WE~E: ·RICHARD A. MANN. RA
I I BAPTISE (SIC); AND, WILLIAM T. OLLER.
I I THE SDURCE CLAIMED THAT AN AMERICAN COUPLE HAD
CONTACTED HIM AND WAS ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT PICTURES AND OTHER
PROOF ON THE DEWEY M. BALL CASE TO MAKE SOME SORT OF POLITICAL
STATEMENT DURING THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS (AMERICAN). THE
AMERICAN NAMES AND ADDRESS WERE LISTED ON THE REVERSE DF THE
PHOTOCOPY. THIS INFORMATION WAS TURNED OVER TO THE STONY BEACH.
TEAM ON 12 JULY. AND THE DOCUMENTS WERE PASSED TO JCRC ON 11'
JULY.

N. TURNED OVER IN JULY 1988 A DOG TAG
RUBBING ON FOIL PAPER OF AN AMERICAN REPORTEDLY KILLED IN .
VIETNAM. THE NAME WAS HARQln A 1""' a,e u.s.1 I

I I CHURCH OF GOO. CLAIMED THAT THERE'WERE
BONES CONNECTED WITH THIS NAME ~MICH WERE STILL INSIDE
CAMBODIA. THE DOG TAB RUBBING WAS TURNED OVER TO JCRC ON 11 (b)(6)
JULY. . .

n

PASSED INFORMATION AND
PICTURES IU AL~~U~ULY DF A FOR~E~ AMERICAN SOLDIER
HELD IN OUANG NGAI. DA NANG. THERE ARE THREE IDENTICAL BLACK
AND WHITE PHOTO~ nF AN APPARENT MALE CAUCASIAN. THE FILM WAS
DEVELOPED BY BUT THE NEGATIVES WERE RETAINED BY .
A XEROXED COPY OF A LETTER. PURPORTEDLY FROM THE AMERICAN.
ACCOMPANIED THE PHOTOS AND READ AS FOLLOWS: "7dnR-04327 "CO
120916 ROS VICHTA 15-01-74 I MET' ! AM VE~Y ,
VERY HARD. AND I WANT TO HELP ME. RI (CROSSFn niiT I L ~ I AM
LIVING AT OUANG ' NGAI DANANG CITY." . . FOR
UNK~OWN REASDNS. PRINTED A NEAR DUPLICATE OF THE LETTER.

is ONLY AN INTERMEDIARY IN THE AFFAIR AND SEEMED UNAWARE OF
THE CONTENTS OF THE LETTER. STATED THAT HE HAD NEVER
MET ANY AMERICAN IN VIETNAM AND WAS SURPRISED THAT THE ~ER
S.!.~T.ED:. .:r.IjA.~ HE HAD. THE FlRSJ...I-:!A.ND .SOURCE. ., ':': ". _.
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, IF Cr4MESIATE' CONTACT IS DESIRED BY STONY SEACH.
SOr~EONE NEED BE ON'STANDBY D~RING· THAT PERIOD. THE. MATERI~L
\~ILL BE TURNED' OVER TO' STONY BEACH ON WEDNESOAY, 11 J.:INUARY,
AND A MEETING WITHI I HAS BEEN TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR
17 JANUARY.

(b)(6),--
---------------------------np~.----------- ?ROVIDED THE FOLLO~ING

INFORMATION. JOHN KANALY. NEW TIMES PRESSE AGENCY, 1102 SOUTH
RD, APT C. COLUM8UO, OHIO 43207 USA. WAS REPORTEDLY CAPTURED IN
GTA LAT-CON TUM PROVINCe (NO TIME FRAME GIVEN), AND IS STILL'
BEING HELD AT AN UNKNOWN LOCATION IN VIETNAM. THESE DETAILS
WERE PROVIDED BY

IS TO OBTAIN FURTHER
DETAILS ON·KANALY. THE NOTE WITH NAME AND ADDRESS WILL BE
TURNED OVER TO YOUR OFFICE ASAP. THE NOTE INCLUDES A LINE IN
THE THAI LANGUAGE CLAIMING THAT THE ADDRESS' IS IN KANALY'S
HANDWRITING. THE ABOVE WAS PASSED TO JCRC AND STONY BEACH'
CIRCA 23 MARCH. )989.

(b)(1 )
(b)(3)
NatSecAct
\U}\v}

NatSecAct

(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

(b)(1 )
(b)(3)
NatSecAct··

I
-t

3. DURING MARCH 1988. STONY ~EACH WAS PASSED FOUR OTHER
LEADS .. ONE LEAD WAS PASSED TO STONY .BEACH IN 8ANGKOK AND THREE
OTHLR LE4DS WLRE PASSED TO THE STONY BEACH I I fN HONG
KONG. WE HAVE NO RECORDS OF WHE'THER "-NY OF THESE LEADS WERE
FOLLOWED UP BY STONY BEACH. THE LEADS ARE AS FOLLOWS.

INFORMAllUN:

4. ON 5 AND 22 MARCH 1988. STONY BE~CH WAS PASSED HEARSAY
LIVE SIGHTING ANO DOG TAG INFORMATION WHICH WAS OBTAINED Byc=:J BASE FROM' . .
ON 22 MARCH, STONY BEACH SAID IT WOULD TURN OVER THE REPORTING
TO ITS OVERT DEBRIEFING TEAM IN c====JFDR FOLLOWUP ACTiON WITH'

'ROVIOED THE FOLLOWING

A. ON 4 MARCH, '" ..._... '" RELATED THAT HE HAD JUST
RETURNED FROM A VISIT TU BAN TAN VILLAGE, SAKHON NAKHON
PROVINCE, THAILAND. 'HE HAD ~CCOMPANIED HIS THAI FIMJC=E AND
HER eROTHER WHO WAS CONDUCTING SOME BUSINESS CONNEC7Fn ~rTH HT~
SEMI-PRECIOUS STONE TRADING. WHILE IN THE VILLAGE.
WAS'APPROACHED EY THE VILLAGE HEADMAN (NFl) WHO RELATED THAT HE
KNEW AN ETHNIC' LAO (NFl) WHO rlAD SOME INFORMATION ON ~OW'S.
THE HEAOSMAN STATED THAT THE ~AD WAS ~N ELECTRICIAN ~~
FORMERLi' 'HORKED ~N II PRISON [N LAOS IN AN AREA C.:ILLED 0;,'11 !-HN.
(PHONETIC/NFl I. THE ELEGTRICIAN REPORTEDLY SAW SOME CAUCASIAN
pqISONERS. THi: £;':ACT NUMBER WAS ~:OT ~LEAR ..'LTHOUGH :"IE OF
THEM ALLEGEDLY RECENTLY.DIED FROM UNKNOWN CAUSES. ACCORDING TO
THE ELECTRICIAN'S STORY: THE DECEASED PRI SONER HAD THE INIn ,l.LS
"KS" TATOOEO ON HIS FACE. THE HEADSMAN SAID THE ELEC7RICIAN
ALLEGEDLY HAD GOG T~G(S) AND THE ASHES OR REMAINS OF ,l. P[LOT
WHO 'IIAS KILLED :N AN AIRPLANE CRASH (NFI1. THE HEAC::~~AN SHTE!)
THAT THE LAO ELECTRICrAN RESIDED [N Tf-'AILAND. PRESU/.1t.2:U III -;-~E
SAKHON NAKHON OR NAKHON PHANOM AREA: AND WAS wILLING '"n PROVIDE
THE nnr. TAGISl AND OTHER POW INFORMATION FOR A PRICE

SAID HE, HIS FIANCEE AND HER BROTHER WERE'WILL,NG TO
HELP IN ANY WAY POSSIBLE TO PL~CE THE Pl<OPER ~UTHORITIES IN
CONTACT ',.JnH THE HEAn~Mh" TO FURTHER INVESTIGATE THE

. :NFORMATION. WAS AOVISED 7HAT THE INFORMA7ION WOULD
8E PASSED TO BANGKOK FOR FOLLOWUP AND THAT HE WOULD SE
CONTACTED ::F HIS ASSISTANCE \4AS REQUIRED. c:::=:::J8ASE ':DMMEIlTED
rHAT IT. r;OULD NOT DETERMINE [F THE ABOVE IlPPRCACH 'IIAS.LHiKED -0
UNSCRUPULOUS LAO ~ESIST~NCE SCAM ARTISTS ASSOCIATED KITH
PRIVATE AMERICAN RE~OVERY EFFORTS, AND/OR WITH Sl<VIS-aIRECTED .

. ::r.eR::-:!·NTEttIGENC;:: .\NQ ;'ECURIT( .SERVICES DISTNFORMA-T:TO~r~·F.F.ORT·S-·
IN rHE--[SSUE.

;:;:~:i:.:'-.~~~: ..,~,::::~~:;Q.N~.'t._MA.RCfi~g~i"7~~'--~~-~:'"~~~~~-;:~~~i=-~ -·~;::~~~:-.·~~=--=~~S
:.::...-::-..:.:.:..---.----.--..---..::..-_..:..-.--,--R.ES0N:r-AG-T-E·E)·-el:iR-eA·S·E-i'l:l·-PA·S5-t:lN-AOD·j-7-r-ONA·t"---..---/---···------ .

. INFORMATION ON TI-'c. I'\I'\IJ we oocVIOUSLY PROVIDED WHICH WAS PASSED !
. TO YOUR OFFICE. 5TA~ED THAT WIT (LNUl. THE BROTHER

'OF HIS FIANCEE. HAD HAD SUBSE~UENT CONTACTS WITH THE VILLAGE

Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06001242
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(b)(1 )
(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

C. c:::=::=JSASE COMMENTED THAT STONY BEACH OFFICER: \tiERE :tl
c===:JDURING THE WEFK nF 1A Mh~CH SUT APPARENTLY MA~E NC
ATTEMPT TO CONTACT REGA~OING HIS PREVIOUS:"\, R,,:>ORTE:
POW INFORMt.TION. c:::=J REOUESTFrl I lTD AS'VIS: IF S-;O~;"
BEACH INTENDED TO CONTACT AND 1FAN'. FURTrli'r. :.::i lOh
WAS REOUIRED B', SASE. , IPASSEl:' A c'oPY OF SUEPARAGRAPH E
A£OVE REPORT TO THE STONY BEACH TEA~~ ON THE MORNING OF :2::l
MARCH. STONY BEACH THEN ADVISED THAT THEY WOULD TURN OVER THE
A80VE SUBPARAGRAPH A AND B REPORTS TO THEIR OVERT DEBRIEFING
TEAM INCJ FOR FOLLOWUP ACTION, 'AND THAT THERE WAS NO NEED
FOR FURTHER ACTION BY oASE.

._-----_.:......-

.. .

~i~~;j~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~"i~~~~~~~:~~~~~
OFFICIAL) .. AND' WITH THE EiHNJr: LAC; ELE'T.RICIAI, iN;'!)'" . . ' .- ,.

, ACCORDING TO " " c:::::::J wAS TOU' THAT TH[ ASHES or' 'iH£'
·,·--.--·.. -.----···-O'E'CE"ASHl-fl'n:.OT-wERr 'iR~r OF- A'-PERSQt':-IDSNTI'i"I't'C'''-A5 ·CA:$T·l·ttO:----·----··-- __..(b)(1 ) 00. ..

(b)(1) . DpROVIOEt: ·T.HE FOLLOWING INFORMIITIO~: WHICH ALLEGEDL) W:":: '(b)(3)
(b)(3) NatS A-"t~EN F'ROM CA:"';Tl~LO'S DOGTAG: "CAS:rJLLO NSIRl. LlNEG·1 NatSecAct

ec c IROM:..t: CATHCLlc''' (b)(6)
'ACCORDING TONF RMA r ION PROV [I IF" p, "Ill. CAS.! LLO elED l. -; THE:
TIME OF THE CRASH (NFl i. STATED THAT WIT WA~ TOLD
:r.hi/..:r_:r.hiERE_WER.s.-CURRE~I::.LLE.LV.E......P..QW.:s...E,E.I.~G_f:{E.Lf:LI.!:LJHE.-E,r"~.S.O~. .. _
WHERE'THE ELECTRICIAN PREVIOUSLY WORkED. THE PRISON WA~

REPORTEDLY LOCATEe' Ae.OUT A SEVEN DA YO; WALK FROM THE MEKor4G
RIVER (NFl I. WIT WAS TOLO THAT TH( ELECTRICIAN WAS WILLIN~ TC
GUIDE ANYONE TO THE GENERAL AREA OF THE PRISON SITE .

. APOLOGIZED FOR THE LACK OF ANI SPECIFIC OETAI~S W~;CH H:
ATTRIBUTED TO HIS POOR COMMAND OF THE THAI LANGUAGE.

AGAIN OFFERED TO ASSIST APPROPRIATE OFF,CIALS It;
CONTACTING THE SOURCES OF THE PO~1 REPORT SHOULD, THEY W!S- TO
PURSUE THE INFORMATION FURTHER.

5. ON 9 MARCH 1988. THE STONY BEACH TEAM IN HONG KONG ~AS

PASSED THREE LEADS:

A.

(b)(1) .
(b)(3) NatSecAct

CLAIMED HE
STAYED AT TIMES WITH THE FAMILY OF HIS BROTHER' '.
IN MINH DUC VILLAGE. HE MOVED TO QUANG HA DISTRICT, QUANG NINH
PROVINCE, IN 1975 UNTIL HE WAS DRAFTED INTO PAV1J IN 1981. HE
AVOIDED THE DRAFT, RETURNED TO PHA LET AND LIVED AS'A FISHERMAN
UNTIL 14 JULY 1987 WHEN HE LEFT VIETNAM WITH HIS FAMILY AND T~~
SISTERS. HE ARRIVED TN H!'lN(; J<:m\lr.: lilV HI AII"',JI~T IClJ'l7' RnAT
NUMBERI I
CLAIMED THAT ON ONE AFTERNOON ABOUT OCTOBER 1972 TWO CAUCASIAh
U.S. AIRMEN RECEIVED EMERGENCY TREATMENT AT THE HA SAN
HOSPITAL, NUl OED TOWN (X'; 7411). THUY NGUYEN OISTRiCT.
HAIPHONG CITY. ONE AIRMAN HAD A BROKEN LEG: THE OTHER AIRMAN
WAS WOUNDED IN HiS ARM. THEIR FACES WERE BLOODY, POSSIB~Y FROW
INJURIES. THEY REPORTEDLY HAD BEEN RECENTLY CAPTURED AT THUY
DUONG VILLAGE (Xu 7512). THUY NGUYEN DISTRICT. THfIR AIRCRAFT
WAS SHOT DOWN BY AN AAA UNIT ON NUl OEO HILL AND CRASHED IN A
RICE FIELD AT THUY DUCNG AFTER IT AND TWO OTHER AIRCRAFT.
INCLUDING ONE ALLEGED B-52. BOMBED SEVERAL PLACES IN HAl
PHONG. 0 CLAIMED HE SAW THREE AIRCRAFT 80MB A PLACE A80UT ON:
KILOMETER FROM HIS VillAGE OF PHA LE (XJ 8151151 IN THE
MORNING. ONE AIRCRAFT CRASHED IN THE DIRECTION OF THUY DUONG.
ABOUT SEVEN KILOMETERS WEST OF PHA LA .. ON THE SAMf AFTERNOON.
[JWENT TO THE HA SAN HDSPITAL TO VISIT HIS MOTHER WHO WAS
HOSPITALIZED THERE. AND SAW THE TWO CAUCASIAN AIRME~ FROM THE
DOOR OF THE EMERGENCY ROOM.' FROM PEOPLE AT THE HOSPITAL.
LEARNED THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AIRMEN'S CAPTURE AND THE
ALLEGATION OF A 6-52 BEING AMONG THE AIRCRAFT. HE COULD NOT
DESCRISE THE AIRMEN IN ANY MORE.DETAIL.

B. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS OBTAINEO·W....E-ARCY
FEBRUARY 1988 FROM '

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

(b)(1 ).
(b)(3) NatSecAc

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAc

(b)(1 )
'" .(b)P) NatSecAct

,_.._._--.-...-----,--------_._---------.-.__._------_.._--~_ ..._-_..._--_...•_-_._.._--_.""-------------
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7

-dSel:H:-0900-l-t8l:JR·S-·~N

MIO-t970 DURING THE BOMBARDMENT OF THE PHU LUONG BRIDGE. AN
F-\05 AIRCRAFT WAS REPORTEDLY DOWNED BY A MISSILE UNIT LOCATED
IN KIM MON DISTRICT. HAl HUNG PROVINCE. ONE CAUCASION u.s.
AIRMAN BAILED OUT VERY HIGH UP IN THE SKY. AFTER A LONG PERIOD
OF TIME HE LANDED AT QUANG TRUNG VILLAGE (APPROXIAMTE Xu
575215) SOUTH-SOUTHWEST OF THE YEN PHU MOUNTAINS. KIM MON
DISTRICT. HE WAS IN GOOD PHYSICAL CONDITION. THE AIRCRAfT
CRASHED AT HIEP THUONG VILLAGE AT THE NORTHERN FOOT OF THE NED
PASS (XJ 565 230). THE AIRMAN WAS BEATEN BY THE LOCAL PEOPLE
BEFORE A CHINESE VEHICLE FROM THE HAI DUONG (NOW HAl HUNG)
PROVINCE MILITARV PROVICE CAME AND DROVE HIM TO THE UNIT'S
HEACOUARTERS. CLAIMED HE WAS WORKING FOR AN INDUSTRIAL
CORPORATION IN THE AREA OF THE INCIDENT. LATER. HE AND OTHER
WORKERS WENT TO "SEE" THE CAPTURED AIRMAN AND THE MILITIA
DIGGING UP OF THE AIRCRAFT, HE DESCRIBED THE DIRECTION OF THE
SITE WHERE THE AIRMAN LANDED AND THE CRASH SITE IN DETAI~, HE
SAIO HE COULD NOT GET CLOSE TO THE SCENE. SO HE ala NOT ~AVE A
DE7~ILEO PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE AI~MAN. THE CO~~ANDER OF
THE PROVINCIAL MILITARY UNIT ~AS lE THUA DAD.

C. THE FOLLOWTNG TNFORMATION' WAS OBTAINED IN lATE
FESRUARY 1988 FROM r '

EEFORE NOON ONE DAY !N MAY OR
0UNE 1968. 7WO ALLEGED U,S. ~!R~EN PARACHUTED DOWN AND LANDED
AT :~O HUaNG OR LANG HUONG. SEvERAL HUNDRED MEiE~S EAST 0F THE
PHUC HAI ROAD JUNCTION (~H -30995). AN THUY OISTRICT. HAL PHO~G

C!TY. ONE CAUCASIAN AIRMAN ~AS AEOUT l,~ METERS iALL. ~ND ~AO

LIGHTLy CURLED IVORY-'HHITE ~AIR AND 3REEN EiES. HE WAS I~T FAT
SUT rlIS FLESH WAS SOFi. HE ·...;l,S ',vEARING '\ ,::;~EEN IJNDERSHIt(T ~NO

WALKED BARE FOOTED CLUMSILY, ~E WAS TAKEN-AWAY THAT AFTERNOON
8Y A ?UeUC SECURIn '-,EHICl=:, 7HE GTHER,;1I;::f.<AN OIED 'dHEr-J :;E
LANDED. HIS BODY WAS COVERED. SO HIS PHySICAL rRAITS WERE NOT
KNOWN. HE ~A3 TAKEN 8Y AMSU~;1NCE TO KIEN AN TOWN (~J 69021
HOSP!iAL. HAl PHONG. ACCORD!~~ TO lOCAL ~ILITIA. HE nAS Krl~EO

BY G;:<OUND FIRE WHILE HIS P~i<~CHUTE 't/AS DESCENDING. THE'I ALSO
SAI::l HIS ?ARACHUTE 'tiAS RED ~I.D rHA" THE L~'JE <llI\MAN'S PA~ACi-:'.JTE

\JAS aLUE,:c,REEN. THEIR..\ IRCJ;:'!,~ i:Rt.SHED ;eME NINE ,.;ILGME7ERS TO
TH£ SOUTH IN I<IEN THUY DISi:<tC:-, J-lAjPHONG. T.HE !::EAD AIR/I,AN wAS
E'JAC~ATED ..\EOUT HALF AN HOUR =EFORE THE LIVE ..\iRMAN.
CLAIMED HE WAS THEN LI\lING AT ;::HUC HAL f.(J 73001. to"" iHU'{. :HE
AIRMEN WERE ALREADY CAPTUREJ :~~N ~E ARRIVED AT THE 'CENE. ~E

CLAIMED HE WAS ARI r- TO GET CL~SE TO ,HE AIRMEN ~ND hAD 'DUCHED
,HE :.. IVE ONE. . \W5 Asour !. 5 ~JETERS ';' ALL ..\ND HIS HEAD
ONLY qEACHED rHE LIVE AIRMAN'S ARMPIT .

s,
.. !J.F.FL::E:

• HE INFORMATION eE:..;W 'J/AS ~eTAI~JED CY :'lUR '----__..........J

--sreRFJ=-
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,~=~=~..::"oi-.'j.~E~~-;;;;;.::,'::;}'i,;::.$"'"\"'~·r~~..i:>:~~""'o$:;~.s:;ii',&,t:;;1W'...:=::t~:;::~;::J.~ ••.::;...~==':;'E:~~.====" .....== . S:?=,,~""'=:::

., . "-CORbI~(; • 05M:':-;-;':. CIl TH·. . ". . .'TATEn . . - .., ..
. . (b)(6) THi\ T THf Eot.llGE' HAD BEEN FOUNr, NEA~ THC AIRCRM'T WRECKAGl:' ANtI· '. . . .

...-.-----... --..... -"-'''- ThiA:T- .'!J·hif-'! :!--WE·R·E·-BR·J.NG·!·NG..THi':·-lJPPE~.. PAR..T·..OF·.. ·THE..·S~R ETONo. _.----.... - - .•.- ...- _••- _....-_.•_.---­
I'NCLUDING THf' SKUtt:: FROM'THr LAO SIDE. TO HI·'" soor~. ·'''THEY''··
INFORr.!E:D HIM THAT. "THEY" HAD FOUNC' THE REMAINS.OF TIN MORE
AMERICAN "SOLDIERS" IN LAO:' ANI) VIETNAM. "'THEY" WANTED TO KNOW
ABOUT REWARDS FOR SUCH REMAINS. THf REPORT WAS PASSED TO THE
STONY BEACH TEAM IN BANGKOY., WHICH WAS REOUESTED to TAKE CHARGE

_____. ~OLLOWING Yf--9...f-!...!.'::!§..!~~GO~NG )NFO.~MATION_. • ..

P de: m: d I"FRRIIARY 19R9.

REPORTEU THAT t. FRIEIv'D. ",\ FORMEI;' LP~ SOLDIER."
HAD LOCATED THE BODY OF A U.S. MARINE IN LAOS; DOG TAG IS WITH
THE REMAINS. DOG TAG READS: f:\ARSHALL. I I USMC. (b)(6)
BAPTIST S. THIS INFORMATION WAS PASSED TO STONY BEACH TEAM.

7. IN EARLY SEPTEM8ER 19B!'?

RECEIVED A LETTER
'~KUM A LAU cUSINc$$ CONTACT NAr.!ED WHICH' REPORTED ON THE
PRESENCE OF A LARGE NUMBER OF LI VI'. U. S. POW'S ALONG THE .
LAO/VIETNAMESE BORDER. TWO NAM£S WERE PROVIDED GORDON
D. C. A. , I I USMCM NOPRE F, AN!:', MARSHALL, I , USAC
BATIT. THIS INFORMATION WASPASSEC' TO THE U.S. EMBASSY OAO
OFFICE HI BANGKOK.

(b)(6)

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct (b)(1)

(b)(3)

(b)( 1 ) NatSecAct

(b)(3) NatSecAct \lJi\ Ii
. (b)(3)

(b)( 1) NatSecAct

(b)(3) NatSecAct

l

(b)(1) e. ON 22 SEPTEME:ER 198B. OUR c:::=JOFFICE WAS APPROACHEO
(b)(3) NatSecActsy A FORMER CONTACT. AN ETHNIC LAO NAMED I I

I I WITH POW/MIA RELATED .
INFORMATION. WAS BORN I I

(b)(1) KH~MMOUAN PROVINCE: CURRENT ADDRESS:

(b)(3) NatSecActKHON NAKHON PROVINCE. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS PASSED
TO STONY BEACH. c=:=JHAS AN ALLEGED vAW BONE FRAGMENT OF A
PURPORTED UNIDENTIFIED U.S. POW. HE CLAIMS HE RECEIVED THE

(b)(1) BONE FRAGMENT FROM UNSPECIFIED PERSONS IN NAKHON PKANOM

( b)(3) NatSecAct~OVINCEWHO ALSO CLAIMED TO HAVE A DOG TAG WHICH APpARENTLY
..~S FOUND AT THE SAME SITE AS THE SONE FRAGMENT. DHAS A
LIST OF 25 ALLEGED LIVE POWS IN LAOS-VIETNAM WHICH PURpORTEDLY
WAS GIVEN TO A THAI DISTRICT OFFICIAL IN UBON PROVINCE IN MAY

(b)(1) 198B BY A DRIVER (NFIl OF LAO OEPUTY PRIME MINISTER NOUHAK

(
b)(3) NatSecActPHOUMSAVAN. c=JALSO HAS A LETTER F.ROM AN ETHNIC LAO RESIDENT

OF THE U.S. NAMED I I. I ICLAIMS TO
HAVE CONTACT WITH UNIDENTIFIED U.S. GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WHO
HAVE OFFERED A REWARD OF ONE MILLION U.S. DOLLARS AND U.S.
GOVERNMENT SUPPORT TO THE LAO RESISTANCE MOVEMENT IN EXCHANGE
FOR THE RETURN OF A LI/E POW. I Is LETTER ·15 WRITTEN ON

·STATIONERY OF THE "NATIONAL MORREPLAN ORGANIZATION."

(b)(1 )

(b)(3)

NatSecAct

(b)(1)

(b)(3)

NatSecAct
tD)t·! )

.. (b)(3)
( b)(1) . . A. b I RESIDES AT I I. N tS A t

t==JFILE INFORMATION DATED MAY 1985 INDICATES . a ec c
(b)(3) NatSecAc I WAS A FORMER ROYAL LAO OFFICER ATTACH~D TO U.S. (b)(1) (b)(1) (b)(3)·

SPECIAL FORCES BETWEEN 1970 AND 1975 WHO HAD PREVIOlJS DEALINGS I\I_L".., A t
(b)(1) WITH "INSCMH ON POW/MIA MATTERS. AOD'ITIONAL FILE INFORMATION (b)(3) NatSel(b)(3) NatSecAcrc c

( b)(3) NatSecActDATED MAY 1985 INDICATES A pERSON NAMED I ITRAVELED IN (b)(1) ,
THAILAND WITH BO GRITZ.

(b)(3)
S. c:::J RETURNED TO HIS RESIDENCE IN S~KHON NAKHDN ON 23 N tS A t

SEPTEMSER 1988. OUR c==:J OFFICE WAS PREPARED TO ASSIST IN ( )(1) a ec c
(b)(1) ARRANGING A MEETING BETWEEN 0 AND A STONY BEACH b (b)(3)

--pRESENTATIVE IF DESIRED. IN THE PAST. CJ HAD PROVIDED (b)(3) NatSecAct
(b)(3) NatSecAc~W/MIA RELATED INFORMATION WHICH WAS NDT ACCURATE. HE ALSO \D)(1~atSec~ct

PROVIDED INTROOUCTIONS TO OTHER pERSONS WHOSE CLAIMED ACCESS TO (b)(3) NatSecAc
(b)(1) ... ':," ,pow INFORMA'TION~WAS N(:;)T:' E·ST-ABLlSHED•.DHAS PREVI'O\:JSLY WORKED ... (b)(1 )... (6)( 1)

~=._. (bl(3)..~~~S~~~ft~~H 9~~ ..:~}IL~B.g.~J.EL~W C~~.YA~~I~t~~:;~~~~~l~:.~,: == (b)~ltJ,:~S~~~~(b)(3) ..~.~~.=:
. .. _ ... ~."...;.:",.y,J,W...l.l\'Jf[EG;Q..J..QR.:S... P-!{9}?@DE~F:B)(a==r:=SOMe::-OF:'T:IiIE~: ~l'\g~.&~ n:l:E:GlscF .' jb)(1 )r::~.i:.':.:'.1."----NatSecAct~;

..------ •.•.:.....•.AND_T.l:IE_SPELL.lNGS..ARE:..F.!R£ScW.ED..AS..L1S:r.ED.._A..:.COP.:LOF_THLLIS:r.---(b)(3) NatSecAcl(b)t J}"'/•."- ...-'

. (b)(1) (b)(3)

~ (b)(3) NatSec~c~.. NatSecAct
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7~~~~~9L..==_.. =_-......J~?~~~~~~~~'?-~43~3~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~t~~~~~~~~
, .... (~)(3) CIAActroT: 270504z' A?R 39 I I '

~---------------------_ .. ----------------------------.---------.--------
t·SALsQAvAI.LAeLE:.~·-yHE..~::JAMES-I.NCLUDE~JUNE~-. P'ETER~ si-;-EN.:. ------.....----~- ... - ... ~ ----.----.---- .. '----­
ILLEGIBLE POSSIBLE LAST NAME IS ROSE; 'GUAG, SONMET: PC:HER
V!MLlAM 'J JR'; ILLEGTBLE":)OSSIBLY K'/MOTOH; i?EARGE EDWIN T;
MORGAN SEPFERSDN DONAHUE; MERCER JACOB E; FORSITATI ATHNA; C.M,

)SIMMDNE RGBENTE; WALTE HUGTH MOON: LINENCO WOON ROW:
....V"I"S"'H""SR...O"'W'"'N..; BOUNKlNA JEUD; BAD! NE ROGOUT JR; OEF FRONE THOMAS C;

---~..........:V-JiNE:SEP,:--BRANNY-L..:(,"",.;eeIJ;-N,:jIJ-;-SAR·r_e_rNE-;-N:_W-;-S-A:MAN;-F'-:'V-.-----------------------
317205; TGI ADOS METHODIST; TODD VILLIAMI lAND. SAV
PRAN 197L,

(b)(6)
9. ON 30 DECE~ER 1988, STONY BEACH AND JCRC WERE PASSED

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ·FtmM A C;ntlRC:F WHOM WE CONSIDER
RELIABLE. ON 3 DECE~ER, ~

SAID THEY EXPECT TO HAVE TWO POWS IN HAND FROM LAOS rr~ I pc;c;
THAN ONE WEEK.

10. NOT RELEAS~Bl E TO FORE!GN NAn""" ~

11. (b)(3) CIAAct

eND OF MESSAGE

., • ',M' • •____=_...:- .~. ;~~~1.=~~:-:==-==:~~;~~~~T;,i-7~~; -==:-=;;~:~;~;~::':f~ "::: _~~~~M~:~~.~?.:c.~.. .. ~.,,:.~-="":~-t:':--_._.._------ _------_ _--_.__ -.,.._,.__..--- ----- _~._--+ - ..__.._-_._-------------.._-_._--------.
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(b)(3) CIAAct

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
MSP Pl).GE 001

,TOT: 082335Z MAR 90
-~-------------------~-------------------------------- --------------------------CONTROLS
SEC ft E 1 ~ftN WNINTEL RODCA

I I
'TO: PRIORITY DIA WASHINGTON DC//PW-HIA (ATTN. COL. JOE SCHLATTER).

SECRET NOFORN WNINTEL RODCA COMMUNICATION-DOD HANDLE AS RODCA
MATERIAL-PASS TO RODCA CONTROL 'OFFICER ONLY.

(b)(3)
. CIAAct

BODY
1 --'

COR R E C T.I 0 N

SUBJECT: AMERICAN POW/MlA LIVING IN LAOS
(b)(3) CIAAct

- THIS IS A REISSUE OFI IWHICH WAS INADVERTENTLY
SENT UNDER THIS NUMBER. THE CORRECT NUMBER SHOULD BE' .
I I PLEASE CORRECT ALL FILES. THE TEXT DOES NOT
CHANGE. - "

THIS INFORMATION WAS TO BE PASSED TO STOlfi BEACH AND JCRC.

2•. " ~CCORDING JO
!5 JANUARY 1990, THERE ARE NO

AMERICAN POW/MIA'S LEFT IN LAOS, EXCEPT FOR ONE AMERICAN WHO MARRIED
A LAO WOMAN AND RESIDE~ IN HQUAPHAN PROVINCE. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE

. LPDR (COL) TURNED OVER ALL ITS AMERICAN POW/MIA'S TO VIETNAM IN
1982/1983 (SIC) BECAUSE THERE WAS NO PLACE IN L~OS TO DETAIN THEM.

I ISA 1D HE D.OES NOT KNOW THE NUMBER qF AMERICANS THE COL TURNED
OVER TO VIETNAM, BUT HE KNOWS THAT THEY .ARE BEING DETAINED AT A
PLACE THAT IS 420 KILOMETERS AWAY FROM HANOI, ALTHOUGH I IDOES
NOT KNOW IN WHICH DIRECTION. (CO~ENT: IF THE PLACE IS INDEED 420
KILOMETERS FROM HAN01,. IT WOULD HAVE TO BE SOMEWHERE IN WHAT WAS

... , .. ,FORMERLY SOUTH lI·IETNAM:•. ·· THE LPDR WAS· ,FORMALLY ESTA·BLISHED· -IN .." . .
. ;'915.) ., , :

(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAct
tb)t;j)
NatSecAct

WNINTEL

'7
•
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ETENTTOW'Tff-O"N'E"-'O THE. FOUR POLI.TICAL DETENTION CAMPS.

1 • • OF LAOS IN' HOUA'PHAN PROV:·:NCE ,_WFIIgH_~~C.LUDE:_~~. .__~~:..._~,."~~._ ~_~.__ ._ ~_' _~ ~ __..__ .~ _._...,__ .
.. _-_._-----_.~._--_._---_ .._-;---~.-:..~._--~.~ ...~.-."_.-~-.. -:.'- .. ". ... : .... : . .

A•. SOMEWHERE.. IN XAM NEUA DISTRICT ('VH 0.158)

B. THE PHA DENG CAVE PRISON, TWO KILOrETERS EAST OF
VIENGXAI DISTRIC'r._OlH_195.7..)__. "__

. .
C. SOMEWHERE IN XAM TAl DISTRICT (VH 6210)

D. SOMEWHERE IN XIENG KHO DISTRICT (VH 3990)

4. ---~.~.. SAID THAT SOMETIME IN SEPTEMBER OR OCTOBER 1QBQ~ A

. . 'APPROACHED THE LAO WIFE Olt THIS AMERICAN
PRISONER TWO TIMES AND GAVE HER A PIECE OF PAPER FOR THE AMERICAN TO
FILL OUT WITH HIS NAME AND SERIAL NUMBER. THE LAO WIFE TOOK THE
PAPER TO HER AMERICAN HUSBAND; BUT BOTH TIMES HE REFUSED TO WRITE
ANYTHING DOWN AND TOLD HER TO TELL THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER THAT HE
DID NOT WANT TO MEET OR ~?EAK WITH ANYONE.

5. NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS.

~~------r-;:---------------' ALL'~ (b)(3)
(b)(1 )IAAct
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

0073991.<
END' OF MESSAGE

._-~----_._-_.-_.- ..--

"::L BY

. '-0

.- .... NOFORN WINTEL
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-see~ET I~ro~ WNINTEL RODCA COMMUNICATION-DOD HANDLE AS RODCA
,MATERIAL-PASS TO RODCA CONTROL OFFICER ONLY.

TN A r.A~llAL CONVERSATION IN TAIWAN ON 21 DECEM13E~ 1989. A

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecActuBJECT: CLAIMED SIGHTING OF U.S. POW AT MINE IN LAOS

(b)(1)
(b)(3) ,
NatSecAct

(b)(3)
CIAAct

CLAIMED TO HAVE INFORMATION ON U.S. ·AIR FORCE CRASH SITES, IlIHICH'HE
.r:mnTNED FROM TRIBESMEN OR OTHER ,UPCOUNTRY CONTACTS. BECAUSE

AftJ HI S CON:ACT~ Ht.:i HEARC 0" t. DNf MIL.... I:JN OO~~.\R RE"'ARD
FOR POW INFORMATION, THEY WERE ANXIOUS TO GIVE THIS INFORMATION TO
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WITHOUT GOING THROUGH THE AUTHORITIES OF THE LAO
PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC R::'PU8LIC. TO BACl( UP HIS CLAn TO HAVE

..1NI=Ot>",ATTOlU rw II S. pow'S AND PERSONNEL MISSING IN ACTION (MIA),
. ,; A S:iEET wITH INFORMATION COPIED FROM EITHER AN

IDENTIFICATION CARD OR DOG TAGS AS FOLLOWS: 0AMES BLAIR WHITE, 008
14 MARCH 1942, RANK-CAPTAIN: AIRMAN· RALPH W. MAGE',; AND AIRMAN

GLENN MATTESON.
3. THE INFORMATtON IN PARAGRAPH 2 WAS RELAYE? TO v~RC IN

BANGKOK, A~D IF THE LATTER WERE INTERESTED AN INTFjOUCTION TO :.,
COULD 8E MADE. I ISTATION 'STlLL HAS THE SHEH DESCRIBED ABOVE,
SINCE SAIa HE WOULD HAVE TO RETuRN IT TO

4. NCT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS.

5. CLASSIFIED BY SIGNER ....., IALL~
~WNI:-.1EL RonCA.>
!

CLAIMED TO HAVE SEEN A U.S. PRISONER OF WAR lPOW)
OUR INn A TRIP TO 1AOS IN NOVEMBER-DECEMOER 1989. Du~ING THAT PERIOD
WHEN . WAS IN VIENTIfNE DISCUSSING MINERAL PURCHASES. HE WAS
TAKEN ON A TWO OR THREE DAY TRIP THROUGH THE MOUNTAINS TO A MINING
CAMP. PARTLY BY VEHICLE AND PARTLY ON FOOT. SINCE h: WAS .
BLINDFOLDED DURING PORTIONS OF THE TRIP, WHEN HE AR~IVED HE DID NOT
KNOW EXACTLY WHERE HE WAS. AT_UMr MINE THERE WERE LaOUT SIX GUAROS
AND A BEAROED MALE CAUCASIAN. CLAIMED TO HAVE SPOKEN WITH
EITHER THE CAUCASIAN PRISONER DIRECTLY.. O&, 0\ GUARD, \-!HO CONFIRMED
THAT THE CAUCASIAN WAS AN AMERICAN.' 3AIO THAT THE U.S. POW HAD

(
b)(1)' BEARD, WAS GAUNT BUT NCT SICKl.Y, AND HAD GONE NATIV(' BECAUSE HE HAD

A LOCAl. WIFE. c===JSAIO THAT IF CONDITIONS WERE RIGHT HE MIGHT GO
(b)(3) NatSecAct~CK TO THE MINING ARH.! IN LAOS, BUT THAT HE ....OULD ~ETLJRN TO TAI ....AN

ruR THE CHINESE LUNAR NEW YEAR (27' 0ANUARY
1990).

2. IN NOVEMBER 1989 ON A VISIT TO BANGKOK. PROVIDED A
SIMILAR ACCOUNT ABOUT THIS U.S. POW, WITH THE EXCEPTION THAT' HE DID
NOT CLAIM TO ~ ...- --......- "n,.' TUt: Ol:oc:nl\J IIlAllTIIJr. T~I' ArTIIAI.-

!'>IGHTING W.\S . - ••.- -'

.. -'.' ..;~ -:.. -
. ...... ...... , .... - ..., .

=~.~=:.:::~~~~:=__~..::'~':~€: ' _:=~-~,,,'Ai;:.:;.:~ .-:--=::: ;-?'I~E: - ,--,.-,~:;~~ _

.'
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(b)(3) CIAAct

3Ee~ET NOFORN ~JINTEL RODCA COMMUNICATION-DOD HAND~E AS RODCA
MATERIAL-PASS TO ROOCk CONTROL OFFICER ONLY.

(b)(3) CIAAct
SUBJECT: POW'S ON LAO-VIETNAMESE BORDER AND MIA REMAINS IN
CAMBODIA

-'

1. ON 19 OCTOBER 198~.

':HE THREE CLAIMED THEY WERE FROM HO CHI MINH
CITY, VIETN4M. AND HhD MADE THEIR WAY TO SAVANNAKHET AS PART OF A
TOUR GROUP • IS CURRENTLY BEING DETAINED AT THE PHANOM DISTRICT
POLICE STATlON.

2. THREE YEARS AGO (I.E. IN 1986) THERE WERE ~HREE U.S. POW'S
LOCATED 'AT THE LAO BAO NORTH DETENTION CAMP (XD7036) ON THE
LAO-VIETNAMESE BORDER, ONE OF THE POW'S (NFl) HAD DIED. ANOTHER
POW WAS FLIGHT LIEUTENANT THOMAS GRIFFIN. ACCORDING 10 ' ALL
THREE POW'S WERE BEING USED AS MECHANICS. NO FURTHER DETAILS wERE
AVAILABLE..

3. qN 27 SEPTEMBER 1989 CONTACT REPORTED THE
INFORMATION IN PARAGRAPH 4. WHICH HE SAID HE LEARNSD FROM
UNIDENTIFIED SOURCES IN UBON.

4: CERTAIN INDIvIDUALS (NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED) EITHER KNEW OF
OR'DISCOVERED THE REMAINS DF THREE U.S. MIA'S NEAR KIANAK
(UNLOCATED), STUNG TRENG PROVINCE.' CAMBODIA. THE DOG TAG FROM ONE
OF THE MIA'S WAS AS FOLLOWS:

~

(b)(3) CIAAct .

YORK, DANIEL

SSN:' '-- ....J (BLOOD TYPE)

PROT (ESTANT)

5. CLASSIFIED BY SIGNER, L..- --'

~ WNINTEL ROOCA,~

(b)(6)

SE6R!ET

_______~~' M :-... . "'.._M_. "..__..... ,..... ~ .~ .._ ... ..._. .._ .. . ..__M_... .
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(b)(3) CIAAct
:5 E e ~ f· J: r~. b'N!rEL ROOCA

1;0: ouuPW;:IA;COL JOE SCHLA·TTER).

SECRET NOFORN WNINTEL ROCCA CO~~rCATION-OOC HANDL~ AS ROOC~
MATERIAL-PASS TO ROOCA CONTROL OFFICER ONLY.

(b)(1 )
(b)(3) NatSecAct SUBJECT: DOG TAG AND LIVE SIGHTING IN LAOS

T~F .FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS .0

THE
OBTAINED THE INFORMATION FROM ONE OF 40 RECENTLY ARRIVED

VIETNAMESE BOAT REFUGEES WHO ARE NOW INCARCERATED AT THE THA LUAN
POLICE COMPOUND. THE INFORMATION HAS BEEN·PASSED TO JeRC AND STONY
BEACH AND NOW IS BEING SENT FOR YOUR INFORMATION.

(b)(6)

2. A VIETNAMESE E.JAT REFUGEE IN TRAT PROVINCE t>ASSED A COPY. OF
A DOG TAG RUBBING TO A THAI OFFICIAL.. THE DOG TAG IS TriAT OF: FRED
L: SMITH JR, AFI /METHODIST. A HANDWRITTEN NOTE. IN
VIETNAMESE. WITH THE RUBBING STATES THAT SMITH IS AN AMERICAN
CAPTAIN AND A HELICOPTER PILOT. SMITH WAS'REPORTEDLY 5HJT DOWN AT
KONTUM DISTRICT IN MARCH 1972 AND HIS BODY BURIED IN GrA LAI _
KONTUM PROVINCE.

3. ON 03 OCTOBER 1989. A LETTER WAS RECEIVED FROM A SOURCE OF
UNDETERMINED RELIABILITY WHICH CONTAINED THE POW RELATED INFORMATION
DESCRIBED BELOW. THE LETTER CONTAINED INFORMATION FR~ A FORMER LAO
PEOPLE'S ARMY FIRST LIEUTENANT KHAMPHQU DOUANGMANVCHAN. bIHO RESIDES
IN XIENG I<HOUANG PROVINCE. THE DATE AND PLACE OF THE SOURCE'S' .
MEETING WITH KHAMPHOU WAS NOT INDICATED IN THE LETTER. A GIST OF
THE LETTER WAS TO BE PASSED TO STONY BEACH.

4. ON 03 OCTOBER 19B9. OUR c====JOFFICE RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING
POW/MIA RELATED INFORMATION FROM A SOURCE OF UNDERTERMI~~D
RELIABILITY. T~~ ~RC; CLAIMS HE OBTAINED THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATIot!.

(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

. - TOU) THE .SOURCE THAT,THERE ARE 14 AMERICAN ~Olli'S BEING HELD
AT THAM LUANG. NACHIK·CANTON IN THE VIENGxAI OISTRICi (VM2949) OF
HOUAPHAN PROVINCE. "THAM LUANG" IS THE enDueD "'''<:TDENeE OF PRiNCE
SOUPHANOUVONG. ACCORDING TO THE SOURCE. SAID THAT Tl-Wl
LUANG IS LOCATED ONE KII.OMETER EAST OF BANCHIK. bIU!,."" !<: 17
KIL()).\ETERS EAST OF THE VIENGXAI MUNICIPALITY. SAIO THAT
THE 14 AMERICAN POW'S ARE GUARDED BY A 2~N POLICE CQW?ANY
CO~NDEO BY A POLICE LiEUTENANT SITHA. SAID TME POW'S
G~:)W RICE AIIJD VEGETABLES FOR A LrVT""", 0,)'" THEv ARE NJ'" A~LOWE!:' T:;>
WEAR SHOES. ALSO ACCORDING TO . THERE ARE THREE ADDITIONAL
POW'S BEING HELD AT AN AIR BASE IN MAUNG HAM (UH9647). THESE THREE
'D':"'-'II~ 6Q'E' O~CJ("r:;tT~r". v ~~!,~ !J~;'f) T(' Trbr\..l F~"'';'-!C:}..I Tn CiA\R.1 en' ""cae:

AND HOW THE LATTER ARE :0 USE AN A~R SIGNAL SYSTEM. ,AIO
THERE ARE FOUR MIG-21'S LOCATED AT THE SAME AIRBASE. NO -URTHER.
INFORMATION WAS AVAILABLE.

s. IIJDT RELEASABLE. TO FOREIGN NATIONALS. (b)(3) CIAAct

. 6. CLASSIFIED BY SIGNERjL:-:-:-:7:"':';::;::-7"7:" .....,......IA~:~....~T.....
~..WNINTEL ..RODCA.>FILE:· .. "'" ..: ....:

....._.....
--~="""'''''''''IlIli!i!l'!ll'l!ill'lA'h ¥f¥ 2&

. I. \
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SECRET NO=ORN WNINTEL ROOCA CO~ICATION·OOD HANDLE AS RDO:A
MATERIA~-PASS TO ROOCA CONTkO~ OFFICER ON~Y.

HE SERVED IN THE ROYAL LAO ARMY. HE RETURNED FROM A TRIP
TO LAOS TO VISIT RELATIVES CIRCA AUGUST 1989. HE SAID THAT HE KNOWS
PEOPLE IN LAOS AND COULD PROVIDE SOME HE~P ON THE POW/MIA ISSUE
SHOULD HE RETURN THERE. PRovIDED PROPER ARRANGEMENTS ARE MADE TO
PROTECT HIM AND HIS FAMILY.

SUBJECT: POW/MIA INFORMATION FROM LAO INFORMANT

1. THE FOLLOWING PR1SONER OF WAR (POW}/MISSING IN ACTION (MIA)
INFOR~ATION ON LAOS WAS O~TAINEO IN LATE SEPTEMBER,AND EARLY OCTOBER
1989 HE ALSO PROVIDED NOTES AND A
SKETCH MAP OF THE AREA OF LAOS DESCRIBED IN HIS NOTES. WHICH WILL BE
PASSED TO YOU SEPARATELY. HIS STATEMENTS AND NOTES ARE BEING PASSED
FOR tOUR INFORMATION.

~ THF PO~/MIA INFORMATION WHICH FOLLOWS ~AS OBTAINED FROM

(b)(3) CIAAc......,t ~

(b)(3) CIAAct
S' E e ,.. E T rJElFSRIJ WNINTEL.: RODCA
I I

I .....!-'TO~; ClA;/P1l/-MIA ICOL. ';OE SCHLATTER),

4. SUBSEOUENTLY PROVIDED THREE PAGES 0- NOTE~ ON THE
PO~/MIA :SUBJECT. ONE PAGE REPEATS SOME INFORMATION GIVEN IN PARA.
3 ABOVE. IT ALSO ADDS THAT AN UNIDENTIFIED WOMAN SAID THAT SHE SAW
POW/MIA'S IN A PRISON CAMP AT -DINEDING" (SIC) AM) THAT ANOTHER·
UNIDENTIFIED PERSON SAW ONE 01' ",",or POW/MIA'S AT BAN -HOA!SAW
ISIC). A SECOND PAGE. ~lCH OBTAINED FROM AN UNIDENTIFIED LAO
WHO HAD RETURNED FROM A TRIP TO LAOS. REPORTS THAT PRISON CAM~S
E~IS7 NEAR "OINEOING" (SIC) AND BAN DONG ('UN~DCATED). ALSO IN THIS
NOTE IS A STATEMENT THAT A CRASM SITE WITH REMAINS EXISTS AT "BA~

HOIASANE" (SIC). THE THIRD PAGE CONSISTS OF A SKETCH MAP OF TH./."7
AP.E~ or LAO~ DESCRIBEO ASOVE A~ S~WS'THE LOCATl~ O· A HEAV!~Y
GUARDED CAMP AND OF "BAN HOl ASANE" {SIC I. \!tHERE AN C'TE",?T TO
RELEASE A POW FAILED FOR LACK OF ENOUGH MONEY.

a
u
T
G
a
1
N
G

5. NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS.

6. CLASSIFIED BY, SIGNER. '-- ---.J

~ ;'NINTEL RODCA.>

..... ~.:':'.'

IV.

E
(b)(3) 5
CIAAct

A
G
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'S'E' e·~ i~f6rm. WNINTEL RODCA,
I I (
TO: D~A77pW:-MIA (WARREN GR:AY). b)(3)

CIAAct
, ~SECRET NOFORN WNINTEl ROOCA COMMUNICATI.O~~N-~D~O~D~HA~ND~l~E~AS~R~O~D~CA~---------------- _

MATERIAL-PASS TO ROOCA CONTROL OFFICER ONLY.

(b)(1 )

SUBJECT: REPORT OF POW'S !N lAOS

1. THE FOLLOWING INFORMAT7nN ~Tr.H HA~ RFFN PA~~Fn Tn ~TnNV

BEACH, HAS BEEN OBTAINED .FROM

(b)(6)
MUSMC

METHODIST
- SHIRLEY. MARSHALL J.

I I·

2. ACCORDING TO . TWO AMERICAN PRISONERS OF WAR
(POW'S) ARE NOW BEING HELD CAPTIVE IN A LEU VILLAGE IN XIANG KHOANG
PROVINCE NEAR THE VIETNAMESE BORDER. THEY ARE BEING HELD AND
GUARDED BY A LOCAL VILLAGE MILITIA GROUP; THE LAO AUTHORITIES AND
THE LAO ARMY APPARENTLY on Nf1T "'h/l"" OF THEIR PRESENCE. THE POW' 5
HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED BY ~S «STOWERS» ,AND «LATONA».

3. ONE OF THE TWO AMERICANS IS MARRIED TO A LEU WOMAN AND THEY
NOW HAVE THREE CHILDREN. ONE WAS INJURED ~~EN HIS PLANE CRASHED
DURING THE WAR AND HE SUBSEQUENTLY LOST AN ARM. BOTH ARE LIVING
MISERABLY AND'WANT TO ESCAPE. THE VILLAGE IN \~ICH THEY ARE HELD IS
ENTIRELY I'TLA./TI" I "'''. LOCATED IN A REMOTE AREA.

4. . IS AWARE OF THE AMERICANS' PRESENCE DUE TO THE
F~GT. jHAT FRIENDS OF HIS HAVE VISITED THE VILLAGE. SINCE WORD OF A
TWO MILLION Oc,,·n OelJAOIJ FOR· RETURN OF U.S. POW'S HAS SPREAD. ·THE
VILLAGERS ANC .. . ALL WANT A PIECE OF THE ACTION.
SAYS THAT HE CAN BRING'THE TWO .POW'S TO THE THAI BORDER 'IF HE CAN
REACH AN Ar.DI'I'MFNT WITH RESPONSIBLE U.S.REPRESENTATIVES.

5. STATED THAT IN ADDITION TO THE TWO LIVE POW'S.
THIS VILLAGE .ALSO HAS THE REMAINS OF 17 AMERICAN MISSING IN ACTION
(MIA). n..e \/TII u:J.::RS WANT TO TURN OVER THE REMAINS FOR A REWARD AS
WELL. PROVIDED A SOMEWHAT LEGIBLE LIST OF SOME OF THOSE
17 AMERICANS. FOLLOWING ARE THOSE ON THE LIST WHOSE NAMES ARE
LEGIBLE ENOUGH FOR US TO REPRINT HERE:

- SHELL. L.
I I
USMC S
BAPTIST

~ MARSHALL. T.. III
I I
USMC .
BAPTIST

- GILBERT. FRANCIS G.
I I

- SIMS
I

CATHOLIC
- POLSTON. H.D.
I I
USMC
BAPTIST

'. ·MACIEJEWSKI'. R-.C'. -

,-------------_._---_._--

. !~
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(b){6)
(b)(3) CIAAct----------.~-_.

-e E eRE T~ WNINTE·L ROOCA

.Jl.... -------'
SECRET NOFORN WNINTEL RODCA. COMMUNICATION-DOD HANDLE AS ROOCA
MATERIAL-PASS TO ROOCA CONTRQL OFFICER ONLY.

(b)(3) CIAAct
SUBJECT;. INFORMATION ON POW/MIA'S IN INOOCHINA

I. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON PRISONERS OF WAR (POW)/MISSING
IN ACTION (MIA) PERSONNEL IN INDOCHINA WAS OBTAINED IN LATE 1988 AND
JANUARY 1989 AND WAS PASSED AT THAT TIME.TO JCRe AND THE STDNY BEACH
TEAM. IT IS BEING SENT TO YOU FOR YOUR INFORMATION.

? n~?? n~r"MR"D ,qRR A nF?RIEFING WAS CONDUCTED OF A '
. . ~'HO HAS WORKED BET:tEEN CAMBODIA AND

VIETNAM AND WHO HAS PROVIDED A HEARSAY OcnnOT ON AMERICANS BEING
HELD IN A PRISON IN TAY NINH PROVINCE. STATED THAT IN LATE
SFPTFMRFR lClRA l-lF "TC7Tl:'r1 WTTH HIS'

REPORTED THE INFORMATION-A60UT THt AMc~lCAN~

WORKED AT THE
PRISON \VHERE TEN AMERICANS WERE REPORTEDLY BEING HELD. THE
AMERICANS WERE REPORTFDLY INCARCERATED IN A PRISON IN D~NANG BEFORE
BEING BROUGHT TO TAY NINH IN AN UNKNOWN TIMEFRAME. THE EXACT
LOCATION OF THE PRISON WAS NOT KNOWN. ---

~ .-LM_A nFRRTEFTNG nN 7 OCTORER 19BB •.
, AN ETHNIC KHMER NOW LIVING IN

REPORTED SEEING AN AMERICAN IN THE BACH DANG PRISON.
5AIGO~ BETWEEN SEPTEMBER AND DECEMBER 19B4.

IN SEPlt~C~ 1~~4 WHEN HE SAW THE AMERICAN
AND AN AUSTRALIAN INCkRCERATED THERE. THE AMERICAN WAS WHITE. ABOUT
180 CENTIMETERS TALL AND THIN (60 TO 70 KG). HE WORE GLASSES AND
W~S OVER 30 YEARS OF AGE. LEARNED THAT THE AMERICAN HAD BEEN IN
CArl-l nANr. PRISON_S.INCE ABOUT MARCH 1984~. I;" -

AND SOMt: v 1 c: ,,~ ••• • HE WAS TO HAVE BEEN DEBRIEFED :3Y STONY BEACH ON
19 DECEMBER 1988.)

4. THE NAMES BEl.OW ARE OF ALLEGED POW/MIA'S:

JAMES L. PHILLIPS. JR. ALLEN K. BURGESS FRED L. SMITH

(UNREADABLE) (b)(6)

METHODIST METHODIST M.ETHODIST

.T.ERRE~E L. TAYLOR . . .. ·-·GEp~G.E. .,. MURRAY --WDODR0W.- W'~ KEMP. JR .

_...__.._._-_._--------_.........._--...-----_._.__._...-_.__.._,.-...--._...--...- ........__-.....--._----_..._.....-_----,...._...- .._-_.-..~ ....~---
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(b)(3) CIAAct;
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,--------,I' 0 D
METHODIST

(b)(6)
CA'THOLIC PROTESTANT

5. IN EARLY DECEMBER 1988 AN ETHNIC CHINESE-KHMER _..__ .
TURNED OVER THE FOLLOWING NA~ES AND

ACCOMPANYING BONE FRAGMENTS TO

A. THREE DOG TAG RUBBINGS. ONE HANDWRITTEN PAPER PLUS BONE FRAGMENT
ON RANDY,R. SIMPSON. FR. I IDIFFICULT TO READ), c=J
NONE

(b)(6)

B. DOG TAG RUBBINGS AND BONE FRAGMENTS ON GEORGE VARGAS, RA
I ICATHOLIC

C. DOG TAG RUBBING. HANDWRITTEN PAPER PLUS BONE FRAGMENT ON ROBERT
SUMMERSON JR. US I !PRESBYTERIAN

D. DOG TAG RUBBINGS PLUS BONE FRAGMENT ON MARVIN FUGATE, US
I 1 NO PREF

E: DOG TAG RUBBING ON TON V HUONG. "7 TRAN T REP, CSF 6\8. MED AUTH
29TH. NDTIFY 5FSG LLDB"

~ TN EAQIV DECEMBER, AN ETHNIC CHINESE-KHMER
TURNED OVER'THE FOLLOWING NAMES AND

ACCOMPANYING BONE FRAGMENTS

A. DOG TAG RUBBING PLUS BONE FRAGMENT ON ROBERT L. TROTTER, RA
, I CHRISTIAN

B. DUPLICATE OF ABOVE

C. DOG TAG RUBBING PLUS BONE FRAGMENT ON GEORGE VARGAS. RA
I 1 CATHOLIC

NOTE THAT ANOTHER SOURCE TURNED OVER INFORMATION ON 'KOBERT L.
TROTTER" WHICH WAS PASSED ni JCRC IN EAf<!LY DECEMBER \988.

• 7. _ . .. ___ _ wHO PROBABLY OBTAINED THEM FROM A
REFUGEE IN SITE B, PASSED TWO PHOTOGRAPHS OF SKELETONS WITH
IDENTIFYING INFORMATION LOCATED IN THE PICTURE (TOO SMALL TO READ);
A COPY OF A DOG TAG OF: GEORGE T. MURRAY, RA I I CATHOLIC.
AND A MAP SUPPOSEDLY IDENTIFYING MURRAY'S BURIAL PLACE. THE
PHOTOGRAPHS LOOK VERY FAMILIAR AND POSSIBLY THEY HAVE PREVIOUSLY
BEEN TURNED OVER TO JCRC. THE NAME GEORGE T. MURRAY HAS ALSO BEEN
:REPORTED IN THE PAST.

(b)(6)

8. ON 9 JANUARY 1989. .... ... ,
PROVIDED TWO PHOTOGRAPHS OF WHAT ARE ALLEGEDL~ HUMAN BONES

AND A DOGTAG. ACCOROING TO A CRUDELY WRITTEN NOTE WHICH ACCOMPANIED
THE PHOTOS. THE INFORMATION ON THE OOGTAG READS AS FOLLOWS: GOMEZ.
ROBERT A. I ICHRIST. SCI. (COMMENT: THE ALPHA
ROSTER SHOWS ROBERT ARTHUR GOMEZ WITH SSANI It r~TED AS OEAD
. flClfJV NaT RF.CnVFRFO I .'iO' A nll::O THAT
......... - .........- -_. . . HAD BEEN-·AP..!?RDAGHED. IN
HI'S' VI'LLAGE OF BAN THAN IN S\IIAENG DAEN DIN DISTRICT,' SAKHON NAKt:lON
PROVINCE OIA 7 JAN 89 BY AN-ETHNIC ,LAO (NFl) WHO, I.s,CURP".~''l'IV • . "_

~~~;~::_- ~:=-=:::~~~~~~!~~~2~~~~~~~~~~F"=~fo~~I~~=~f~;~;~!~l:~~~~~~~-~-~~~-:~*:~~;f!~.~===~,:~~

.~.,
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~~~~~~~~~=~~~
.. WERE IN:rE'!v"IE'\"':D 'Bi A MEMBER o"F THE STONY flFaCH OVERT .. .

DEBR-rEF ING' TEAM.) W'':'·:N CONTACTED 0 IRECTL Y. ALTHOUGH' FU:"L y.
-- : .•. - --"--'--' - ·· ..--··,,·c00PERA·T·I·VE-;-WA:S-VNA£'·:E··TQ"PROV'I DE-- MtCFi-r'K!-TFRMS-DF-DETAn-S-A-eO\:1!--'-' _ .... --'-'-'

T-HE' E'THNI'C .LAO· C=- THE BONES I.N·OUESTIOI\1· - SAID THE·t:'AO . .
INDIC;ATED·THAT· T..,E.·BONE·S· WERE FOUND AT A SIH SOMEWHERE' NEAR THE
BORDER OF LAOS AM) VIETNAM. THE LAO CLAIMED THAT IN ADDITlor: TD THE
BONES SHOWN IN T~E PH0TD. HE WAS ALSO IN POSSESSIO~ OF A PART nc II

JAW BONE WHICH A..L.EGEllL·( ARE THE REMAINS OF,A SECOND PERSDN.
SnIED.J.I:l~J.. TI-l~I.!:.'O.I.cAJ.Et1...T.I:IALl:lE_wQULD_RE:r.URIC!:CLBAN_tl:lAN...o.;.A._":"' . . _
14 JAN 89. SA;O HE WOULD BE ASLE TO ASSIS" IN CONTACTING THE
LAD IN NAKHON Pf-.~NOM THROUGH A MUTUAL FRIEND Si-OUL', THERE BE AN
INTEREST IN. DOIN~ SO.

9. IN NOVE....EER ·.9AR.·
T rURNED OVER A BONE
FRAGMENT ON ROBERT L. TROTTER. RA·I I CHRISTIAN.
STATED THAT TROTTER'S BROTHER (NOT FURTHER IDE~IIF .ED) HAD BEEN
RELEASED FROM JA~L IN VIETNAM AND.WAS NDW IN PHNOM PENH. \ IS
ATTEMPTING TO FIND ADuITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE ~~OTTER BROTHER IN
PHNOM PENH. BONE FRJ,GMENTS ON THREE INDIVIDUALS (-,AMES L: PHILLIPS.
ALLEN K. BURGESS AND :RED L. SMITH). WHOSE NAMES wERE PASSED IN AN
EARLIER REPORT H~VE EEEN OBTAINED AND WILL BE TURN,D OVER TO JeRC AS
SOON.AS POSSIBLE. TWO HANDWRITTEN COPIES OF DOGTAuS FOR TERRENCE L.
TAYLOR WERE ALSO RECE\JED AS WELL AS PHOTOS OF SKE~ETONS AND
HAND-DRAWN MAPS OF SUPPOSED GRAVESITES FOR GEORGE '. MURRAY AND
WOODROW W. KEMP. JCR~ HAS ADVISED THAT NAMES ON Tf~T REPORT WERE
ALL 80GUS SO THE FRAt;;r,'liNTS /lND OTHER MATERIAL WERE ACCEPTED TO
REMOVE THEM FROM CIRC·.JLATIDN. THE CROSS BORDER Ti<',DERS WHO PROVIDED
THE INFORMATION STATE THAT THEY CAN DELIVER THE E~rIRE SKELETONS FOR
MURRAY AND KEMP.

10
REPORTED THAT IN JANUhRY 1988 HE VISITED AN "AMERI .AN JOURNALIST"
BEING DETAINED AT THE FORMER LON NoL 'RESIDENCE IN PHNOM PENH. THE
AMERICAN WAS REPORTED,.)' ARRESTED IN WESTERN BATTA'<lE.ANG PROVINCE IN
JULY 1987. THE AMERI:';AN WAS TO BE RELEASED IN JAIv"JARY 19B8. BUT

lAS UNSURE IF 'HIS CAME ABOUT. THIS SIGHTI.~ IS PROBABLY
RELATEO TO THE B~IAN ROND CASE; BONO WAS RELEASED :ARLIER THIS
SUMMER.

(b)(6)

11. CLASSIFIED ,:-Y SIGNER.
NOFORN WNINTEL R:DCA.:

END OF MESSAGE

'-- ---' SECRET

(b)(3) CIAAct
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(b)(3) CIAAct ' PAGE'OODI
TOT:, 270'63DZ FEB 88

, MSR
-- ------,_._---------_ .. ,--_.---- -----------_ .._-----_. ---------- - -- ---.-. ,

__.w_. .__. .__ . _

~ eRE
(b)(3) CIAAct
(b)(6)

WNINTEL SECRET NOFORN RODCA COMMUNICATIONS-DOD HANDLE AS RODCA
~~TERIAL PA~S TO RODCA CONTROL OFFICER ONLY

(b)(3) CIAAct

SUBJECT: LAO MIA/POW REPORTING NET LINKED WITH PRIVATE RECOVERY
EFFORTS .

1. PER DI SCUSS IONS WITH LJ.LI", L -.-:. ----l

I I WE ARE FORWARDING THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON WHAT
APPEARS TO BE A FIVE-MAN NET INVOLVED IN PROVIDING FIRST HAND AND
HEARSAY LIVE SIGHTING REPORTING ON THE U.S. MIA/POW ISSUE I~AOS.

THE CENTRAL FIGURE IN THIS NET APPEARS TO BE -

(b)(6)

NOTED IN L--_-' BASE REPORTING ON THE MIA/POW ISSUE SINCE MARCH
1987.

2. _ FIRST CAME TO 1,-_---'
BASE ATTENTION ON 26 MARCH 1987 WHEN HE WAS DEBRIEFED ON THE ISSUE.

REPORTED ON AN ALLEGED .~ERICAN REPORTEDLY BEING CARED FOR BY
, lIN EARLY 1987 AT SALEO VILLAGE, SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE

(b) I I, 8 APRIL 1987). REPORTED THE PARAGRAPH
(b)g~ NatSecA:;'t Y:!FORMATI.O.~_ ~_ TlII,S REPORT. PARAG~AP~._O~E WAS PROVIDED BY A MR.

--
THE UNIDENTIFIED PERSON (PARAGRAPH ONE) WHO

AHEMPTED TO GIVF- ,-,-~, THE PIECE OF .PAPER MAY HAVE BEEN·'_
, WAS DEBRIEFED ON 19 MARCH 1987 ANQ WAS

DEBRIEFED ON 26 'MARCH 1987 ~T ,' __ IILLAGE. WE CANNOT DETERMINE
WHO WAS INTRODUCED TO.WHOM FIRST FOR DEBRIEFIN3S. ~AS

DEBRIEFED AGAIN ON 14 APRIL 1987. THIS DEBRIEFING WAS-DISSEMlNATED
(b)(1) AS I I (ADDENDUM) OF 28 APRIL 1987. .. _ WAS
(b)(3) NatSecActIEFED AGAIN ON 18 MAY 1987 WHICH RESULTED IN THE DISSEMINATION

OF (28 MAY 1987) ON THE PURCHASE OF NARCOTICS
(b)(1) ov THE LAO GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED MOUNTAINOUS AREAS DEVELOPMENT
(b)(3) NatSecAcf .

~

,~* 'TEMP_oR:tRY·WORKING Cop.y"'--'::' 'DESTROY AFTER USE'''''::'':'': ,... -

(b)(1 )
(b)(3)
NatSecAct
\IJ}\I}

(b)(3)
NatSecAct

(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

(b)(6)

1&
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~~.~---:-.~~~_=~-~--~.---~===_~_==_=~~~~~~_=~-·-==:iE~_=~==_~-~~===_~
~~~"L9h~~"tl!mWf""0f.@Ef(!~E~,,;:S~;g:E-~]XD'!~!t':FEiJl:Nm:~~@r¥&l'11E:jf5EJ~~-..1"'=""~.$;'.==~~~~
-- :. . .~~ T.RAVEbEiJ. TO KHAM: KEUT. T.OWN-ON 3~'~'· MAY '1:98·7": ·AS"ARESUL.T: ·OF. At/MADC ,-.,:. '. --.-'..•-~
·-_·---,---------NQ.T,.I;CE··-1=O-l?·lJRCHASE-MAR-I-JUA:NA-.--.-----,....-WAS-:r.HEN...IDENU,lS-I·ED-AS·-·B·E-LNG-A.--·,----.-..--..-..,-

. '. RESIDENT OF VANGPflll1" Vn.I.:aGE-; KHAM" KEUT DISTRICT, B'OLlKHAMSAT
(b)(1 r ., ·'PROV'INCE'~. CAOS·. I I CLA:"IMED' HE' HAD' SERVED WITH THE PATHEr--tAG'
(b)(3) NatSecAct 1967 TO 19-75 AND HAD RECEIVED UNSPECIFIED TRAINING IN NORTH

Vl~lNAM. .

3. IN EARLY JUNE 1987, ... ,_.- - WAS BROUGHT TO c=J FOR FURTHER
DEBRIEFINGS ON HIS LIVE SIGHTING REPORTING. STONY BEACH DEBRIEFED

(b)(1) HIM ON 3 JUNE 19871 10F 17' JUNE 1987) AND

(b) N S
I IDID NOT

(3) at ~c~qtpORT _ STATEMENTS ABOUT ".__ .. __ fELLING HIM ABOUT
A U.S. POW, ABOUT HIS GOING TO SALEO VILLAGE IN APRIL 1987, OR ABOUT
HIS HAVING SEEN A WHIT:;:; U. S. POW AT SALEO VII:.LAGE IN APRIL 1987.
AFTER WHICH, . C~~GED HIS INFORMATION SEVERAL TIMES REGARDING
THE DESCRIPTION OF THE WHITE U.S. POW, HOW HE TRAVELED TO SALED
VILLAr.F., AND WHAT HE SAW THE TWO U.S. POW'S DOING WHEN HE SAW THEM.
=.,~_~ FINALLY STATED THAT HE THOUGHT THAT HIS _.. ..._._ AND

LN SALEO VILLAGE COULD HAVE'TRICKED
HIM INTO DELIVERING A STORY OF A POW SIGHTING BECAUSE' THEY WANTED_
MONEY. WAS TOLD TO OBTAIN AND RETURN WITH PROQF. .
AGREED, TO DO SO. WAS NOT I lOR ABOUT
HIS NARCOTICS INFORMATION. OUR DEBR~~fER WAS INSTRUCTED NOT TO
ACCEPT ANY FURTHER INFORMATION FROM UNLESS RE COULD PROVIDE
PROOF OF THE EXISTENCE OF LIVE U.S. POW'S. FABRICATION NOTICES WERE
THEN ISSUED ON ALL'. THREE OF HIS REPORTS.

4. NEXT SURFACED IN §~fTEMBER 1987 ~HEN'HE BROKERED AN
INTRODUCTION TO A LAO MALE NAMED WHO CLAIMED TO HAVE
INFORMATION ABOUT' THE PRESENCE OF U.S. 'POW'S IN THE BAN BOU~ AREA
(UH 4254) OF HOUAMUANG DISTRICT, HOUA PRAN .PRCVINCE, LAOS .

. CLAIMED HE WAS A 27~YEAR-OLD TRUCK DRIVER AND RESIDENT OF VIENTIANE
WHO TRAVELED REGULARLY BETWEEN VIENTIANE AND HOilA PHAN PROVINCE •.
.~ '-'CLAIMED HE 'OBTAINED INFORMATION ABOUT ·U.S. POW'S IN THE BAN
BODAK AREA IN JANUARY 1987, AND HAD MENTIONED THIS TO A FRIEND NAMED

- '. ~N VIENTIANE. SAID TOLD HIM ABOUT .HIS
..~"_ WHO WAS_IN CONTACT WITH A PERSON INTERESTED

IN POW INFORMATION. 'ASKED _ L FOR HELP IN CONTACTING THIS
PERSON (OUR DEBRIEFER) THROUGH HIS BROTHER INTRODUCED

fO HIS BROTHER WHO BROKERED JHE SEPTEMBER 1987 INTRODUCTION TO
OUR DEBRIEFER. )EBRIEFING ON THE REPORTED PRESENCE OF

..' AMERICAN POW'S IN HOUA ['HAN PROVINCE WAS DISSEMINATED AS
.(b)(1) I _ 10F 2 NOVEMBER 1987. OUR DEBRIEFER LATER
(b)(3) NatSecActIEFED r ON 24 OCTOBER 1987 AT BAN LAOKAKFANG, NONG

KHAI PROVINCE; THAILAND. . DEBRIEFING RESULTED IN THE
DISSEMINATION OF A REPO~T ON THE CONVICTION OF FORMER LPDR CENTRAL

(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAct
(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

(b)(1 )
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

.,~ ,- ~ .... ~.. ~ ....
...s.s:CREI -
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(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

.. ~ .... - .... _ ..", ......... - * --_••

5. ON 30. JANUAR Y_ 1988, . WAS DEBRIEFED AGAIN.
PASSED ON INFORMATION PERTAINING TO AN fu~ERICAN POW NAMED (FNU)

-----__HAR.1.AND.,__P-REY.IOliSLLREP_O.RTJ;;P IN PARAGRAPH FOUR ABOVE
I . I 2 NOVEMBER 1987) .. THE UAME OF THE POW WAS
CORRECTED AND WAS IDtRTIFIED AS HENRY L. ALLEN; ALLEN IS CARRIED AS
DECEASED IN AVAILABLE MIA/POW LISTING. . PRESENTED INFORMATIqN
ON TH~ CURRENT STATUS OF ALLEN THAT HE HAD RECEIVED THROUGH ~

. ,-
ALLEN WAS TRANSFERRED FROM THE AREA OF BAN BOUAK VILLAGE (UH 4254) ,
HOUAMUANG DISTRICT, HOUA PHAN PROVINCE, IN E~~LY DECEMBER 1987 TO
BAN PHIENG KAO HOI (NC;.) , ABOUT TWELVE KILOMTERS tf0RTHEAST OF BOUM
TA KHOAY CANTON (NeA) , SAM TAl DISTRICT (VH 6L10), HOUA PHAN
PROVINCE, NEAR THE LPDR/SRV BORDER. ALLEN WAS REPORTEDLY MOVED
BECAUSE STRANGERS IN THE AREA WERE REPORTEDLY SEEKING INFORMATION ON
H~S WHEREABOUTS. ALLEN WAS REPORTEDLY UNDER THE GUARD 'OF A LOCAL
CANTON SECURITY FORCE COMMANDED BY AN OFFICER NAMED PHOUNSAVAT
(LNU). ACCORDING TO ALLEN WAS MARRIED TO A LOCAL WOMAN NAMED
THONGPLIEN SOPHAMISAI', AND WAS THE FATHER OF A FIVE-YEAR-OLD SON
NAMED KHAMDNG AND A TWO-YEAR-OLD DAUGHTER NAMED KHAHPHENG.

6. ON 5 FEBRUARY 1988, . WAS
DEBRIEFED. ~LAIMED ALLEN WAS MOVED BACK TO THE' BAN BOUAK
AREA IN MID-DECEMBER 1987, AND~AT HE HAD 'OBTAINED A PHOTOCOPY OF
ALLEN I S SERVICE In CARD FROM bv ..... --- . -

_______ REPORTEDLY HAS A
BRIEFCASE CONTAINING ITEMS (NFl) APPARENTLY PERTAINING TO ALLEN,
INCLUDING THE ORIGINAl-- ID CARD, AND REPORTEDLY CLAIMS THAT ALLEN WAS
SHOT DOWN ON 26 Jk~UARY 1970 IN THE VICINITY OF TG 9107. .
FURTHER CLAIMED THAT HE CROSSED INTO THAILAND IN EARLY JANUARY 1988
WITH THE PHOTOCOPY ANC CONTACTED A PERSON NAMED KON (LNU) TO .
DETERMINE IF THE PHOTCCOPY COULD BE SOLD TO SOMEONE WTTH AN INTEREST
IN POW/MIA MATTERS. . . ._ CLAIMED THAT .. _-- ...• EXPECTED TO
RECEIVE 30,000 BAHT FOR PROVIDING THE PHOTOCOPY OF THE ID CARD.
SUBSEQUENTLY INTRODUCED HIM "_.:. __ .. .to A FOREIGN NATIONAL IN
NAKHON PHANOM CITY WHO IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS ;-----
______ CLAIMED SHINKLE PAID
HIM 4,000 BAHT FOR THE ID CARD. HOWEVER, .... -. --. ALLEGED HE HAD
FIRST TAKEN THE PRECAUTION OF CO~YING THE INFORMATION OFF THE
PHOTOCOPY .. WHICH HE PROVIDED TO OUR DEBRIEFER. ACCORDING TO

SECRET
H_ :rEl1:p.8IMR Y WORKING COP-Y...7.- _ DESTROY AFTER US)::.._:::" .. __
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7. , PASSSD THE' FOLLOWING INFORMATION WHICH HE
. REPORTEQLY COP lED FROM THlLt'..ij01Qf:OPY Ol:_bLLEN~s.....SER.V~CLID_CARIl:.

(b)(6)

- - - _ ..... - -- - - w/,t:-----.----~-f\p(JIUVt:::=U lUI f'.ou:a::t.;:,u. £",v I_I tV', ........ ._ __ .... __ .... _.. _

~;;~~~~i4~-'~~~~(b)[~f§IAA~t~'5~;¢.'~;'.m~~~~~~~~~~

_. - .~.~ - - .. - -.. ..~ '-:...'--.1 _.. . - .:~~- - -~. .~

!!t'~~~~~i¥lt~~\&-~M:~;;t}:;]:~~~Q!1i¥]F;,;~@~¥~tili~~~iE:N~iiN~l?-R<EiNiiH3.~EGNiBJDmjB;,~,a:-~~.d
.' . . ". -....,.- . . '". 'TO:'DELIVER-TO'· .:- .. , ... ' WHicifAMOUN:r.S. 1.0 AN OPEN ENDED. . ., .

. REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE, PRESUMABLY 'ON' POW MATTERS. ' '. 'GAVE .
--:------·---··THE-"NoTE.""r.Q. OUR DEBRi.EEER:-"Aim-'TRE:-NO:TK':~S~"BEr:NG' HE1D.-i>-i0UR I .,. _. .,. I '-"'--{b)(1)"------

"-" . BASE.. ..... .. (b)(3)

NatSecAct

ALLEN HENRY L.
DATE OF BIRTH:
WEIGHT: 200 (POSS LBS AND IN 1967) (SIC)

HE I GHT : 6 t 1"
HAIR COLOR: BROWN
EYES COLOR: ~UE
BLOOD TYPE:

CARD NR.: .
DATE OF ISSUE: 22 JUNE 1967
SERVICE NR.:

8. ALSO REPORTED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED INFORMATION
ABOUT ANOTHER AMERICAN POW NAMED PATRICK HENRY FALLON BEING DETAINED
IN SAM TAl QISTRICT, HOUA PRAN PROVINCE. THIS INFORMATION WAS
RELATED TO jN 27 DECEMBER 1987 DURING A CONVERSATION WITH .f,.
.~_.... -------

NO OTHER DETAILS WERE REPORTED. AVAILABLE POW/MIA
LISTING I~DICATES ~ PATRICK MARTIN FALLON WAS DOWNED ON 4 JULY 1969
IN THE VICINITY OF UG01333l. FALLON IS LISTEC AS DECEASED).'

9. AS OF 1.2 FEBRJARY 1988, ~_....,
HAD RETURNED TO LAOS. I IBASE IS WILLING TO BROKER AN

INTRODUCTION TO THEM FOR STONY BEACH FOLLOWUP INTERVIEWS. STONY
BEACH WAS PASSED INFORMATION IN PARAGRAPHS FIV~ THROUGH EIGHT ABOVE
WITHOUT SOURCING INFORMATION. STONY BEACH HAE SINCE ADVISEPI I
BASE OF ITS INTEREST IN CONDUCTING FURTHER INTERVIEWS OF

(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAct
\0)\ I)

(b)(3)
NatSecAct

10. NOT RELEASABLE TO fOREIGN NATIONALS.

11. CLASSIFIED BY SIGNER.
NOFORN NO CO~TRACT.>

o.
0533573.

EN.D OF MESSAGE

L.... --' SECRET

CL BY

(b)(3) CIAAct

..... '-"':'END OF MESSAGE····· ···,·-:,::-.""--···SE£REr:.-- ""-"'-". -...
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(~)(3) CIAAct •• 1 .'

.. (b)(6)
(b)(3) CIAAct

~------_.

(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

1. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED FROM AN

..- ... ----- --
..., ......_- ---

..IE
ARE NOT FORMALLY DISSEMINATING THIS INFORMATION, WHICH IS BEING
PASSED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.

2. IN LATE ~EPTEMEBER AND EARLY OCTOBER 1987 A

••_An REMARKED ON·~THE INEFFECTIVENESS OF PRIVATE U.S.
EFFORTS TO LOCATE PERSONS KILLED, CAPTURED, OR
MISSING-IN-ACTION DURING THE VIETNAM \iAR, SAYING THAT "THERE
ARE LE~ THAN 1,200' PRISONERS OF WAR" (POW'S). THE· FUNCTIONARY
LATER REMARKED IN A SEPARATE CONVERSATION THAT "THE ACTUAL
~~BEn OF POW'S IN THE SRV IS SMALL COMPARED WITH THOSE IN LAOS
AND CAMBODIA, BOTH IN KNOWN AND UNKNowN LOCATIONS." HE
:JNTlNUED THAT U.S. POLICY TOWARD LAOS AND CAMBODIA MAKES IT
!~POSSIBLE FOR THE AMERICANS TO PURSUE THE MATTER OF POW'S
EFFECTIVELY AND THAT liTHE NUMBER OF POW'S AS ESTIMATED BY THE

. AMERICANS, 1;270, IS HIGHER THAN THE ACTUAL FIGURE." HE
CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT HE HAD NO IDEA HOW MANY POW'S WERE
BEING HELD IN L~OS AND CAMBODIA. (HEADQUARTERS COMMENT: IT IS
UNCLEAR WHETHER THE 1,270 FIGURE CITED IS FOR ALL OF INDOCHINA
OR MERELY THE sav.r .

'.\.

. . IN
. _ -.:....:.- : '::. ..-__ ''t. _. '__ ~~".!".N.:- ....

. -. ,

~.~~'-_._~~~~:~~~~.;~--- _2=:=~i~~~~~~-=~~d~~~!~ ~:..=-=~~~~~~~~~-=. ~~.~=-:=:=~~~~;~.~-
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5. NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONA~S.
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EZ 1:
-S--E: e ~ r; 'r

ATTN:

(b)(6)
(b)(3)' CIAAct

(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

BASE IN'
SOUHCE .

1.

REPORTED THAT DURING THE PERIOD fROM 9 TO 11 JULY 1986, TH~£E
AMERICAN PRISONEPS WERE BROUGHT TO HUANG PAKBENG (QC 230 1 i fRCM
OUDOMSAI (RC 0291) BY CAR. THEY WERE BROUGHT TO WJANG PAK3tN~

TO FIX FOUR OffICIAL VEHICLES THAT WERE OUT OF ORDER A~e TO
REPAIR THE ENGiNE OF A LOCAL RICE MILL. AFTER COHP~ETr~j~ r~ilR

WORK THEY WENT BACK TO OUDOMSAt.
2. OUR BASE CuHH~NTEJ THAT THIS INFO~~ATION AN~ REf

REPORT BOTH D~SCRIBE THE "AH£iHCANS" AS BEING USE;) AS
MECHANICS. REf REPc,F:r WAS fROM THE SAME SOURCE: BUT ,\ OIffEPf.}n
SUBSOURCE. OUB B~S~ NC:ED THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE AN ACTiVE
VEHICLE MAINTENpNCE rRCG~~~ :~ NCRTH LAOS AND TEA; ?ER

(b)(1) I . 17nE .'32~·~£T MILITARY MISSION IN 'JEN7i.,J.NE
(b)(3) NatSecAct~D GIVEN A ONE DA'i P.UTCHG:- :JE MA :NTSNANCE COURSe: TO THE LPA

3RD JIVISION IN LUANG ~AH:~A ON 11 .JUlY. ANOTHER BASE SOURCE
REPORTED THAT A SOV:Ei INSIR.~CTOR GAVE A COURSE IN LUANG
PRABANG' FROM 28 JUNE TO 30 JUlY rOa CIVILIAN MEC~A~ICS FReM iHE
SIX NORTHERN LAO PROVINCES. 7H'1jS iHe. SIGHTING OF "AI-!SR:CAN"
MECnAN~CS MIGHT BE VALID, B~~' ;~Ei M:CHT ALSO BE CAUCASIAN
RUSSIAN ADVISORS.

3. OUR BASE WILL HA~~ TKE OPPGRT~~rTY TO DEBRIEF'
-----~ THE SOURCE Of ?A~A. ~~E ~9GVE CIRCri TEE riEEK Of
~2 SEPTEMBER. REQUEST DIA FOP.'riAP.D ANY. REQ;;rRE~C:~HS FQR THIS
DE3RIEF[NG BY 18 SEPTEMBER SO ~~ CAN FOR~~?D TH~H TO OUR BASE.
PARA ONE INFORMATION AND ADDiTIONA~ INFO~~ATION OBTAINED DURING
THE SEPT~HaER ~ESTI~~ WILL BE DISSEME~ AS AI I Ih)(1)

.......~ _. ~ILE: NON~. _.:§.. fi;_.C ~. G T (b)(3)~I~~~~~~cAct

._--------_.._----_._._---

!~
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:SECftE4'

(b)(3)
....... -.' .~:':. 'NatSecAct

(b)(3)
NatSecAct

(b)(3)
NatSecAct

(b)(3)
NatSecAct

(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

(b)(3)
CIAActI . I

TO: . PRIORITY DIA.
<> ATTN: <><>VO-PW<><> GEN ShUFELT

SECRET NOFORNI IWNINTEL
SUBJECT: ADDITIONAL POW/MIA INFO ON LAOS
I I

1. (.s.--NF I I THE SOURCE OF TITLED
"REPORTED SIGHTiNG OF AMERICAN PRISONEI!5 IN LAOS, II WHOSE PAST

(b)(1) REPORTING HAS BEEN GENERALLY RELIABLE, REPORTED THE FOLLOWING
(b)(3) NatSecAct ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

2. (8-HF IN LATE JULY 1986, SOURCE*S SUBSOURCE,'
(b)(3) NatSecActiO IS A LAO RESIDENT. VISITED BAN KHOANG (QD 9332). BAN

KHOANG HAS ABOUT 35 FAMILIES OF ETHNIC lUE PEOlE. WHILE IN BAN
KHOANG, SUBSOURCE REQUESTED TO VISIT MUANG NGOY (TH 5891),
OBSTENSIVELY TO SEE THE GOLDEN BUDDHA AND THE MAGIC METAL,
REPORTED TO BE HARDER THAN STEEL AND INVULNERABLE. SUBSOURCE
WAS TOLD THAT HE COULD NOT GO THERE BECAUSE THERE WERE MANY
PAVN IN HUANG NGOY AND THEY AND THE LPA DO NOT ALLOW
OUTSIDERS. WHEN SUBSOURCE ASKED WHY THE AREA WAS RESTRICTED,
HE WAS TOLD IT WAS BECAUSE THERE ARE AMERICANS BEING HELD
THERE. r-

3. ~ SUBSOURCE CONVINCED ,,---..... .
TO· C~ TO MUANG NGoY AND BUY THEM A BUDDHA IMAGE.

. WALKED TO THE INTERSECTION AT QD 8418 AND
CAUGHT A BUS TO HUANG NAM BAC (TH 3583) AND' WALKEb TO HUANG
NGOY KAO (TH 58 t)1). UPON RETURN THEY SAID THAT SECURITY WAS
VERY TIGHT IN HUANG NGOY AND THE~F; W:ER~ ..!:t!\JfCP~YN..... rmr:( ~rAXE.O.

WITH A FRIEND' ., ,~ND ASKED HIM TO TAKE THEM TO THE CAVE
OF THAM PHA YONG WHERE A GOLDEN BUDDHA IS ON DISPLAY. I I
SAID THAT PEOPLE WERE ABSOLUTELY FORBIrOEN TO ENTER THE AREA BY
THE PAVN. THERE ARE FOUR CAVES IN THE ARE~ AND PAVN USES THREE
CAVES AND PROTECTS THEM WITH 30 MM ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUNS. ANOTHER
CAVE CALLED THAM HUANG NGOY IS THE MOST RESTRICTED AREA BECAUSE
IT IS A DETENTION CENTER. THERE IS ROOM FOR 3000 PEOPLE INSIDE
THE CAVE .. IT WAS THE SITE OF DETENTION OF THE LAST lAO KING OF
LAOS AND MANY ROYAL RELATIVES AFTER THE COHMUNSTS rOOK OVER.
. 4. (s,....m:"'"1 I SAID THAT THE PAVN HAD CAUGHT

.. - --... ·.. ·s·:!!;--.G·R f:j; T - -.-.

(b)(1 )
(b)(3) NatSecAct

._--~----------_.._-_..----.__.----._--------_._---- --"---
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(b)(3)
NatSecAct

CL BY,-__--,
SECRETEND OF MESSAGE

NNNN
NNDD

b)(1)~
~~~~~::;;;;-~5--:E:;SGE~--R""'O=P--- __~ (b)(3) ,~

_'~"':~=__ -':~~~~~~_:_,-:~.~=_"=--=-~...:-~ ,,-, -' ,,- - ~_-===_==NatSecAct~
~~~'~fj'!O~f3iF~H~f.f.:.tr&'WA1Nisllffjif'lj}lOOe:mER~~@EJ~"'''E2eHE.:1:'-Se:e-0N;l1~'A;MERt(tA'!m:::r'S:::@F~=,""'~-"'<~-7,£'~""==
--_._--. ;' - 'MEDnM-HEIGHT'-WITf{ SI'6EB'URNS 'AND' ,A BtACK: SPOT ON HIS: R:I.GHT -,
___ .,. ,__., .__ . .. _._~.__._CHEEK....'IHitT_MIGHT--.BE- A-..B.I R:f.HMA RK-- QR--A--SGA-R· -GA·USE-D,-BY--BE-}N6--H-I-T--- '" .- -- - -------.---

OR-BURNED'. 1 "COULD THINK OF NO pISTINGUISHINGFEATURES' " (b)(1)'
FOR "THE THIRD AMERICAN .. -.-- ' _.-.. , - -- ' . (b)(3)

5. (§.j , ON 3 JUNE 1986, THE PAVN HAD' REPORTEDLY N~(b)(3) ~d
MOVED THE POWS FROM SOP KHAN NOI TO THAM HUANG NGOY CAVE. THE NatSecAct

----P-A-V-N-S·A-I-B-THArAN'Y-V-I-I:I-;A·G-ER·-E-NTER:-I-NG--THE-NEW--:rREA-WOUCn--SE
SHOT. ._ ___ .. . ._. HAD NOT BEEN TO THE THAM HUANG NGOY
CAVE SINCE THE AMERICANS WERE MOVED· THERE BUT USED TO HU~T IN
THE AREA AND PROVIDED A SKETCH MAP.

6. (~ ISUBSOURCE MEMORIZED THE MAP AND REDREW
IT ;OR SOURCE. OUR BASE REPORTS THAT THE SKETCH MAP IS CLEAR
ON MANY POINTS BUT HAS ONE GLARING ERROR. ACCORDING 10 THE MAP,
HUANG NGOY MAT (NEW HUANG NGOY) AND HUANG NGOY KAO (OLD MUANG
NGOY) ARE ON THE WEST BANK OF THE NAM OU RIVER. UNLESS THESE
ARE TWO SUB-VILLAGES OF HUANG NGOY THEY ARE ON THE WRONG BANK.
HOWEVER, THE SKETCH MAP DOES SHOW THE AIRFIELD WHICH OUR BASE
BELIEVES MUST BE THE ONE AT TH 573894. FROM THE MAP OUR
OFFICER GUESSED THAT THE CAVE WHERE THE REPORTED AMERICANS ARE
NOW IS AT TH 573984 OR JUST TO THE SOUTH IN THE IRREGULAR HILL
THAT HAS ITS PEAK· AT TH 563888. THE OLD CAVE IS LOCATED ABOUT
TWO KILOMETERS NORTH OF THE NEW SITE AND ON THE EAST BANK OF .
THE RIVER. OUR BASE PUTS THIS AT THE HILL WITH ITS PEAK AT TH
588899. OUR BASE CAUTIONED THAT THEY ARE BASING LOCATIONS ON·
THE SUPPOSITION THAT SUBSOURCE GOT THE AIRFIELD SITE ABOUT
RIGHT. IF SO THEN THE OLD CAVE, NEW CAVE AND A PAVN AAA SITE
SUBSOURCE MARKED, ,THAT WE PUT ON THE HILL AT TH,583881 WOULD BE
ABOUT RIGHT. .

-7. c===JHA3 NOT AS YET RECEIVED THE MAP FROM OUR BASE.
HOPE THIS WILL BE OF ASSISTANCE.

8. 1 ----'

(b)(3) CIAAct
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(b)(3) CIAAct

(b)(3)
NatSecAct

(b)(3)
(b)(CIAAct
NatSecAct

(b)(3)
NatSecAct

:

TO: PRIORITY DIA.
ATTN: VO-PW GEN SHUFELT
SECRET NOr-ORN ,-I --1lloJNINTEL
SUBJECT: POW/HIA INFOflJ1ATION

I 1

1. (S NFl P WE HAVE RECEIVED SEVERAL 2ESPONSES TO
REQUIREMENTS LEVIED ON OUR STATIONS ~OLLOWING THE RECENT LIVE
POW SIGHTINGS IN LAOS. ACCORDING TO -

, A THA I' M:LIT;\RY UNIT RESPONSIBLE FOR OPERATIONS IN
LAOS HAS NEVER RECEiVED ANY REPORTING CONCERNING SIGHTINGS OF
LIVE AMERICAN P0W'S IN THE LUANG PRABANG AREA.

2. (~NF A SOURCE WHOSE PAST REPORTING IS
. INSUFFICIENT TO ESTABLISH RELIABILITY DEBRIEFED r~o RE~UGEES

FROM THE HUANG NGOY AREA. BOTH MEN WERE HELD IN REEDUCATICN
CAMPS IN HUANG NGOY AREA ~ROM 1975-1985'. ACCORDING TO THE TWO
MEN, WHO WERE ZNTERVIEWED SEPARATELY, THERE ARE TWO MAIN .
REEDUCATION CAMPS, TWO SMALLER REEDUCATON CAMPS, AND A JAIL
LOCATED IN HUANG NGOY. ALL ARE LOCATED ALONG THE NAM OU RI1ER
OR ITS TRIBuTARIES AND MUCH OF THE TRAVEL TO THE CAMPS IS BY
BOAT. THE TWO MAIN REEDUCATION CAMPS ARE HAT CHAM (TH 5890)
AND NAM BAK (NCA), LqcATED ACROSS THE NAM a~K RIVER FROM BAN
NAKHON (TH 4680) VILLAGE. THE HAT CHAM CAMP IS LOCATED IN THE
VALLEY OF THE PHABOM AND PHAPAE MOUNTAINS ALONG THE HAM OU
RIVER. FORMER ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES fRCH LUANG
PRABANG AND SAYABOURY PROVINCES WERE DETAINED A; THIS CAMP
WHICH CONSISTEP OF ABOUT 15 HOUSES, FOUR 3ARRACKS. AND ONE RICE
MILL. IN 1980, MANY GF THE INMATES FRGM THIS CAH~ ~ERE
TRANSFERRED TO C~MPS :~I.ATTOPEU AND XIENG KHC;;t,:;G ?ROVINCES.
ACCORDING TO ONE CF :i1i: ?EFiJGEES, THE INl1~ :-£5 AT THE NAM 'oAK
CAMP HAD ALSO BEE~ S~~T :O·OTHER CAMPS ~N A::GPEU AND XIENG
KHOUANG PROVINCES AN~ iHE CAMP WAS NOW JCCVP:ED 3Y PAVN
TROOPS. THE JAE.. WAS :",jCA:ED AT HAD XAO (E:I';'HER :H 5226 OR TH
5477) AND 'rJAS ALSO LOc.;rS;; ALONG THE HAM JU RIVER. THE JAIL
WAS USED TO HOlJSE RE:::·:;CH iON CAMP INMA 7ES '..rnO WERE NOT
COOPERATIVE OR WERE·.Ci{::E:~G PROBLEM:? ALSO LOCATED IN TH[S

.....GENER.4L VI.CINLTY. }JE?.E..?HAKEO· (TH 59.19J .CA.vE...~Nq.TWO SMALLER ...... ,.......'......
. S· I:; C ~ E: 'f' . .

_._--_._---._-_.__....--:...._.._---------_.._--_._-._---~_. --_._---_._-----_..---

)..\
•
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-<:1!S"""~-====,,,,,,,~rJifffi'5¥J.\:a, .,. '" '. . . . . . . N tS A L .
"""--'--. .,~.---.- 3., ($ NF I I I'N ADDfTroN·'_u_W_~_fi~Y.~-AGAI.N ..REM.I.ND[i;D_'9l:1R_(b)(3) a ec c -:,__
' . --..----ST.A·'l:WNS-!.fHEl· POf:;tOW--V-r-ETN;U-f-Of·"THE-IMP0RTANCE' Of THE ?mr . . ..
--.- ...... -. - ISSUE. WE' HAD TWO RES~ONSES .IMMED.I.ATELY fROM NEW' SOURCES..' .... {

ACCORDING TO A SOURCE WITH COCo ~CCESS WHOSE RELIABILITY HAS
NOT BEEN £STABLISHED,'AN JFFICIAL.ABROAD SAID THAT THERE _

---------;~E~E;;~R.:~~~-~~~;T~6'-f:;A;(.1~fl~N~}i~~::;sP:~~~~~;~()R-----·_---
SERVICEMEN wHO MIGHT ~AVE REMAINED IN VIETNAM, BUT THERE ~RE NO
pews BEING HELD AT THE LOCAL LEVEL WITHOUT THE KUOiol'L2JGE OF
SENIOR SRV OFFICIALS.

q. ACCORDING TO A SOURCE ~OSE PAST REPeRTING HAS BEEN
INSUFFICIENT TO EST~BL~SH A DEGREE OF RELIABILITY, THERE ARE NO
LIVE OR CAPTIVE PCWS/H~AS STILL IN VIETNAM. IN SOURCE'S
OPINION, REPORTS OF CAPTIV~ POWS/MIAS ARE NOTHING ~ORE THAN OLD
SIGHTINGS OF DCWNED CREWS LOST IN THE JUNGLES. SOURCE BEL.IEVES
ANYONE LOST IN THE JUNGLES WOULD CERTAINLY BE DEAD, AND EVEN IF
THERE WERE 'ANY LIV~NG POWS/MIAS THEY WOULD PRGBABLY BE IN LAOS
OR CAMBODIA, NOT VIET.~N~AH~.~. --,

5. NO FILE. L1 --'

(b)(3) CIAAct
. .

END Of MESSAGE
SCORE'!:'

NNDD

" .~. -." . -- .:.
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MSR. PAGE- 000 1·
TOT: 072212Z AUG· 86

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1E C R ~ 1, :~:!J~~Q"o. I
TO: 'DIA WASHDe//AT-8//, DIA/VO-PW.

SECRET NOFORN WNINTEL RODCA COMMUNICATION--DOD HANDLE AS RODCA
MATERIAL--PASS TO RODCA CONTROL OFFICER ONLY

SUBJE~T: FOLLOW-UP ON POW REPORTING

(b)(3)
CIAAct

1. THIS MESSAGE IS A PRELIMINARY RESPONSE TO YOUR LETTER OF
31 JULY 1986 CONTAINING FOLLOW-UP QU~STIONS CONCERNING OUR TWO'
REPORTS ON U.S. POW SIGHTINGS IN LAOS WHICH HAS BEEN SENT TO OUR
BANGKOK STATION. THE I lIS UNDERTAKING A NUMBER OF ACTIONS IN
DIRECT RESPONSE. SOME UNILATERAL ASSETS WHO ARE FROM_THAT AREA OR
ARE FAMILIAR WITH IT, OR WHO KNOW PERSONS FAMILIAR WITH IT, ARE

I~i~~ C,"TACTED AND A FEW SELECT ASSETS AR; B':~ ~:N:,::::IT::I .

REFUGEES FROM THE AREA WILL BE DEBRIEFED FOR THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF
THAT LOCALE. THEc==J HAS RAISED THE'ISSUE WITH THE THAI MILITARY,

'WHICH HAVE PROMISED TO HELP THROUGH THEIR CONTACTS T~ LAOS. THE
SUBSOURCE OF ONE OF THE ORIGINAL R~PORT~ , ' __ .. _, HAS ALREADY
BEEN DISPATCHED BACK INTO THE AREA FOR FOLLOW-GP. THE SUBSOURCE OF
THE OTHER REPORT, . _. HAS REPORTED ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
WHICH IS BEING REPORTED IN I I (ADDENDUM). IN EACH
INSTANCE, THE SUBSOURCE IS TRYING TO RECONTACT THE ORIGINAL SOURCE
OF THE INFORMATION FOR CONFIRMATION AND FURTHER DETAILS .. OTHER
INDIVIDUALS FAMILIAR' WITH THE AREA, INCLUDING SOME CAUCASIANS KNOWN
TO WORK' IN RURAL LAOS, MAY BE APPROACHED FOR ANY INFORMATION THEY
HAVE. WE ARE HARING EVERY EFFORT TO CONFIRM THAT THE SOURCES
ACTUALLY WENT TO THE AREA AND BRING BACK PHOTOGRAPHIC OR OTHER
EVIDENCE OF WHAT THEY SAW.

REF: DATED 3 JULY 86 . (b)(1 )
(b)(3)
r(b)(1)cAct
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAct
NatSecAct
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAc'

(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAc

......... '., .£,J;£RE'f"" ..... '.:'" .----

** TEMPORARY WORKING COpy -- DESTROY' AFTER USE ** ..
-.---- --'~ ==--:-.. :t'::'~~_~ _-__- _ :"~j;:;'-;':;;'.,~"t:;~~~-==~~~~;:;'~~_--='_'_'_:'.£i..~:'~".~;-~ --- ~ --:.:::~.:0.:1-'::':' .~~---=-_-.:..._-_._--_..__....--_._-----_._._---_._--_.----------.._--._-._---,

Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06001242

000167



~~~'jj~~~~~~~·~-'"MES~~~~-~'L~·!:t~·':j~·~(~b~)~(3~) CIAAct~~:S:i'~(;;;~~~1!,p·i-t~r~~\-',$-"cl':;:.~~~¥f:.'ii'::~~'?lm:!F;r,I"".p;>;~'
~-":"---~'-=~~-=-,="=-_._----===

.:...-._-- ---=---

3.

4. ALL SECREq;:.... > (b)(3) CIAAct

END OF MESSAGE SECRET

END O'F MESSAGE SECRET
** TEMPORARY WORKING COpy -- DESTROY AFTER USE **

,....

___M.M • ••_M • • ~ • ·------.----------.--.--.-.-
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PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE QhRECTOR; WHIT~ HOUSE SI 'UATION ROOM;
I:SA- FOR ZKZK 00 ZRl OE (EXCLUS IVE F'OR THE ~.I RECTOR, NSA):'
STATE EXCLUS I VE FOR THE ASS ISTANT SECRETAR". I NR; 0 IA
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE O'RECTOR, OIA (OIA IS AU--HORIZED 'TO PASS

..-----:..---T.!:LLS..--LN.F-ORI:IA:r..LON-.:r..O--TI:l.E-.J.O.I..N.:r:.-CAS-UAt:r-Y-F.{E.S.:...L.U:r-I.QN-C&N:r..&R.S........l·N..--­
BANGKOK AND· BARBERS POINT .. HAWAI I. FOR COM~ANDERS ONLY) .

... __. ... (b)(1). .__ ..
(b)(3) .
NatSecAct

CENTI'AL INTELL IGENCE AGENCY

WARNING: INFORMATION REPORT. NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL~IGENCE.

REPORT CLASS ~ C g E':T~-~'NINTELn~-l _

DIST: 09 JULY f987

(b)(3)
NatSecAct

(b)(3) CIAAct'-;;;::-:======='--_. ---------------------- -----------
DIST: 09 JULY 19B7

EXCLUSI'/E DISSEMINATION TO ~DDRESSEES LISTED AT E.D OF REPORT

COUNTRY: LAOS

SUBJ: POW!MIAr ALLEGf:.~· AMERICAN REPORTEDLY f:;. ING CARED FOR
BY HMONG IN EARC? 1987 AT SALEO VILLAGE SAVANNAKHET
PROVINCE', LAOS

DO I : EARLY MARCH 198/

SOURCE'

F A B RIC fl 7 ION' NOT ICE

TEXT: QN 28 APRIL 1987, A ~NTELLIGENCE INFORMAT ON REPORT WITH THE
ABOVE NUMBER AND HEADING W;S ISSUED. IT HAS SINC~ BEEN LEARNED THAT
THE SOURCE OF THE REPORT 0 LIBERATELY PROVIDED FA.SE AND MISLEADING
INFOMATidN. ALL COPIES OF THE REPORT SHOULD BE D·STROYED AND THE
INFORMATION REMOVED FROM C:-MPUTER HOLDINGS.

(b)(1)
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

DIRECTOR, ~",.lTE HOUSE

ASSISTANT S~CRETARY, I~R.
DIRECTOR, OIA.
DIRECTOR, ~lSA.

FOR THE
ROOM.
FOR THE
FOR THE
FOR THE

TO STATE:
TO DIA:
T'O -NSA:

k- ~(14 PRIL 1987).

(b)(3) CIAAct
ACQ:

DISSEM: r--I NONE.
-WASHIN~TOtrlJTsSEM:

70 WHSITRM~ EXCLU~'VE

SITUAT:ON
EXCLUSIVE
EXCLUSiVE
EXCLUSIVE

WAR~!~~~. REPORT CLASS £ [~ R E T--WARNING NOTICE-INTELLIGEN~E.

___0 ... ...._ ........... • • __• ...~ ••__~._.~_~....~_~.~_-.,__,__.....__._ ••__._~__• ... ~_. w .,__.----~.--... -

SECRET

".1

f.\p'p'rov~Q. for Release: 2015/10106 C06001242
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END OF DOCUMENT
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. NatSecAct.- - -.- -._-.- - _ -- ..----.-.-.- ·-·········_·M·:I:I.rI-TARy·· - .

~~ - ~ - - ~ .------- ------------ -----~ ------ ----------------------------- ----------- --

MSR (b)(3) CIAAct. PAGE 0001
TOT: '082022Z APR 87

(b){3) NatSecAct . "'-1---'
I I;) e; G 1\ e: '!' I Mj:NO~FfTlOftltf{j1V11 I WNINTEL (b)(3) CIAAct

. TO: DIRNSA,' DEPT OF STATE, DIA, WHITE HOUSE SITUA~ION ROOM,
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS •.

SERIAL:
'----------' ,

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM; .
NSA FOR ZKZK 00 ZRL DE (EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIREC~9R,.NSA);
STATE EXCLUSIVE FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY, INR; DIA .
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DJRECTOR, DrA (DIA IS ~U1ijORIZED TO PASS
THIS INFORMATION TO THE JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTERS IN
BANGKOK A~D BARBERS POINT, HAWAII, FOR COM}1ANDERS ONLY).

(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(3) CIAAct CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
",

WARNING: INFORMATION REPOR':"', NOT FINALLY EV.ALUATE~' INTELLIGENCE.

REPORT CLASS S D C R D ~,-irnINTEL--~-1~ _

DIST: 08 APRIL 1987
---------------------------.----------------------------------
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION T.O ADDRESSEES LISTED AT E~D OF REPORT
-----------------------_.:..- ._------------------_.......------------

COUNTRY: LAOS

SUBJ:

001:

..;>a.URCE:

"

POW/MIA: ALLEGED AMERICAN REPORTEDLY BlING.CARED
FOR BY HMONG IN EARLY 1987 AT SALEO VIU'.AGE, SAVANNAKHET
PROV INCE , . LAOS

EARLY MARCH 1987

'J"

... ·----·--TEXT:-1~·-ls ·OP-2oM10fCB-1)8"7-;7iN·-tiAERrCAY'''CiiPTJtn;;··REPORTEDCY-N1l;MED'----·-·-~_· .._·_··_-_·-­
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--------~----~-----------------------------------_._-----------------------------__ ~ ~._~~ .. ~. _.. ~ _ .__ .. ~_ ~~_ .. H_~. _ ~. __.. ~~._ . ~

(FNU)' ('(HORGAN» WAS ALLEGr-:DLY, STAYING NEAR THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF
, VIETNAM BORDER IN THE VICINITY OF'SALEO'(NCA) VILLAGE, SALEO CANTON,

SAMOI' DISTRICT (XD 9416) SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE, LAO PEOPLE'S
, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC (LPDR). MORGAN, WHO REPORTEDLY PARACHUTED FROM

----flN-AIRCRAFT-'IN--t973-;-WA:S-BEING-C:A:RED-FOR-BY-E1'HNIC-HMONG ImiABITANTS-'
OF THE AREA. ONE UNIDENTIFIED PERSON HAD ATTEMPTED TO GIVE A PIECE OF
PAPER TO MORGAN WHICH CONTAINED QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED AND CALLED
FOR ASIGNATURE, BUT MORGAN REFUSED TO COMPLETE OR SIGN THE PAPER
WITHOUT THE PRIOR PERMISSI(N OF «THOM» (LNU) , HIS CARETAKER. THE
VILLAGERS SAID THAT THEY WANTED 150 BAHT-WEIGHT OF SILVER AND MORGAN
TAKEN AWAY IN EXCHANGE FOR CARING FOR HIM DURING 'THE PREVIOUS DECADE.
(FIELD COMMENT: ONE SILVER, BAHT-WEIGHT IS VALUED ~T APPROXIMATELY

'200 BAHT, OR A TOTAL OF 30,000 BAHT. ABOUT 26 BAHT EQUALS U.S.$1.00
AT THE CURREN~ EXCHANGE- RATE.) APPARENTLY IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONING,
THE VILLAGERS ~AID THAT THEY KEPT AND RAISED ANIMALS, AND THEY SAW NO
REASON WHY THEY SHOULD NOT CARE FOR A HUMAN BEING. MORGAN HAD'
ATTEMPTED TO WRITE A LETTER HOME, BUT THE VILLAGERS REFUSED 'TO ALLOW
IT. . ,

2. THE STORY OF MORUAN CAME TO THE ATTENTION OF A' SAVANNAKHET
TOWN VILLAGER WHO CLAIMED ACCESS TO THE AREA THROUGH HIS SPOUSE'S
FAMILY CONNECTIONS. THE SPOUSES'S COUSIN WAS REPORTEDLY ACQUAINTED
WITH THOM. THE SAVANNAKHET VILLAGER SENT HIS NEPHEW, ..
,_, " .iNTO THAILAND TO TELL THE' STORY ..._....__ CLI1IMED TO HAVE FIRST
TRAVELED TO THE SALEO VILLkGE AREA TO ATTEMPT TO GAIN FIRST HAND
INFORMATION ABOUT MORGAN: ......__ SAID THAT HE HAD NOT, BEEN ABLE TO
SEE MORGAN, BUT THAT VILLM,E CHILDREN KNEW OF HIM.

WASHINGTON DISS~M:

TO WHSITRM:

(7 APRIL 1987).L..-..... -'Jl.CQ:

DISSEM: NONE.

EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIREC~'OR, WHITE HOUSE
SITUATION ROOM. :
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE ASSIS1ANT SECRETARY~ INRo

EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, DIA.
~XCLUSIVE ,FOR THE DIREC~OR, NSA.

(b)(1 )
(b)(3)
NatSecAct

, (b)(3)
NatSecAct

WARNING~ REPORT CLASS SEC R E T--WARNING NOTICE-INTELLIGENCE
SOURCES' OR METHODS INVOLVED--NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS--

(b)(3)' CI~t RELEASABLE TO CONTRACTORS/CONSULTANTS--DISSEMINATION AND
, J:..h.~RACTION OF INFORMATION CONTROLLED BY ORIGINATon.

Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06001242

000173



_-""",-,,-...;":;-- __ N • .... _ ......- .. • .....·_--r\P...... v v .....~•• _.__~__• __.:.... ._-__-.....;--'--'-;..;::-;;.-;..;. _

~~~----.---- ======'

WOO-IEND OF MESSAGE· ._ ..~

END OF MESSAGE SEemi:1
--------.------- **-TEMEORARY.-WOR.KING-GQF--Y----IlES!.rRO¥--A·F-~BR-USB_*-*--
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(b)(3) CIAAct
··"·MSR _-- .. __ -.. "'PAGE'oaoi"'" - .. - " ---- ..----. - _. -.'

'-------' .. . TOT: 181916Z FEB 88

(b)(3) CIAAct
(b)(6)

WNINTEL Sturn,
1 -------_...............

SUBJECT: ALLEGED FIRST HAND LIVE SIGHTING REPORTING FROM
KHAMTAN NOUMALA IN CANADA

(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct _. (b)(1)

1. PER DISCUSIONS WITH DIA/VO-PW ANALYSIS BRANCH CHIEF (b)(3) NatSecAct
(b)(6) I I ON 11 FEBRUARY 1988, WE ARE FORWARDING' (b)(1)

INFORMATION OUR I I HAS OBTAINED. THROUGH 1 (b)(3) NatSecAct
FROM THE DEBRIEFING OF I I I.M11IGRANT '. (b)(1)

ON ALLEGED FIRST HAND,I
L..L-IV-E-S-IG-H-:--T=I:-::-NG-=-S::--::I::::N~LA-:O=-=S:-•....,...-------'--'-"-'-, REQUESTS THAT ITS (b)(3) NatSecAct,
INFORMATION NOT BE DISSEMINATED oUTsib'E OF-·tliIS" AGEilCy"AND"i:lIA .(b)(1)
WITHOUT I I PERMIS·SION·. WE HAVE SENT A MESSAGE TO i(b~(3) NatSecAct
l lAS REQUESTED BY.I 1 FOR CONFIRMATION ON i: '(b)(6)
ARRANGEMENTS FORI I TRAVEL HERE FOR VO~PW DEBRIEFINGS ON (b)(1)
THE MIA/POW ISSUE CIRCA 15 APRIL .1988. THE TEXT OF THE (b)(3) NatSecAct
CANAD.IAN NOTE ON I S AS FOLLOWS. (b)(1)

(b)(1) (b)(3) NatSecAct (b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct.'. SOURCE: FORMER LA01lUN I NUW A . (b)(3) NatSecAct

C~~ADIAN LANDED IMMIGRANT. SOURCE REPORTED THREE SIGHTINGS OF
U.S. POW/MIA .PERSONNEL IN LAOS IN 1984. DEBRIEFING WAS IN . (b)(1)
FRENCH BUT SOURCE .l1ADE REFERENCE TO NOTES HE' HAD PREPARED IN (b)(3) NatSecAct
LAOTION. WE OBTAINED THESE NOTES AND THEY ARE ENCLOSED. YOU
WILL BE ABLE TO DISCERN IMPRESSIONS OF PREVIOUSLY WRITTEN NOTES
ON THE PAPER, POSSIBLE WRITTEN ON 31 AUGUST 1987. THES~ APPEAR
TO BE IN A DIFFERENT HAND AND MAY OR MAY NOT BE RELEVANT.

3 .. SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO SPECIFY WHAT MONTH SIGHTS
. OCCURRED. SOURCE WAS 'ON THE ROAD FOR TWELVE MONTHS AS PART OF

A GROUP DELIVERING MEDICAL SUPPLIES CSOVIET QUININE AND
VITAMINS] TO SEVERAL POPULATED PLACES.

4. THE FIRST SIGHTING OCCURRED 30 KILOMTERS NORTH OF

.... . . . .. SECRET ,.... ..

lb', TEMPORAR Y WORKING COpy -- DESTROY AFTER USE lb',

:~~':-;h~Z~~.~::·~- .=_--===~-.. :~·~....:;--=~:-;"2·'::":~h_-=-_' ~:'~ _._- :~'~:'~."_~~ __=--=-_'_----=';.i:;;:':~~~i:':~~~_ - ~~::.::..~:~~-=--:_=. ..__...-..__... .._ ...__..__.... .....__......_.....-_~••_~._. ._..... ~ _ .... <_......._'_.•1_..... ••_.__...__._......_~__.._.__......__. __--"".... ••_M_..__._.__.__
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RIVE·R.. THEY APPEARED TO BE IN GOOD HEALTH- AND WERE FED TWICE A
. 'DAY-,-"A:'TNOGN ':A:ND-- fl00··HOURS~·· "THEY' WERE ',TREATED- AS 'PRISON'ERS _ -.- - "'" -- --' .

A.."IDWERE. NOT, AS IN THE CASE OF. THE SECOND SIGHT.ING,. INTEGRATED
INTO THE LOCAL POPULATION. .... .. . .

5. THE SECOND SIGHTING WAS AT KHAM KER, NEAR NAPE IN
---------··KHAKEMPROV INCE ~-HElrE'-H:E'-MErnMOKEN DdRAHcfi'-lOONAHUE'?TWlIOfCHE

DESCRIBED AS A FORMER USAF BOMBER PILOT A,ND SON OF "A GENERAL"
IN THE SEVENTH FLEET. DOMAHO'WAS MARRIED TO A.MONTAGNARD WOMAN
WITH WHOM HE HAD TWO CHILDREN. HE WAS INTEGRATED INTO THE
COMMUNITY AND HAD COMPLETE FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT. AT THIS SAME
LOCATION WAS A BLACK AMERICAN, ALSO FREE. HE WAS UNMARR~ED.

OUR SOURCE SPENT FOUR WEEKS HERE.

6. rHE THIRD SIGHTING WAS AT A CAMP 20 KILOMETERS OFF THE'
HO. CHI MINH TRAIL (SEE SKETCHES). TWENTY-SEVEN U.S. SERVICEMEN
WERE INCARCERATED HERE WITHIN A COMPOUND SURROUNDED BY FOUR
'ROWS OF BAMBOO FENCING. THE PRISONERS WORKED AT CUTTING
FIREWOOD. THEY WERE TM<EN OUT EACH DAY BY GUARDS WHO WERE OF
TH~ KHA SENG ETHNIC GROUP. ABOUT 200 METERS OUTSIDE THE
COMPOUND WERE THREE GRAVES OF U.S. SERVICEMEN WHO HAD DIED IN
THIS PRISON. IN A THREE WEEK PERIOD, SOURCE ENTERED THE
COMPOUND FOUR TIMES, 'TAKING IN QUININE AND VITAMINS.

(b)(6) 7. AT THIS POINT HAVING GATHERED THE HIGHLIGHTS, WE
PERSUADED OUR SOURCE TO SPEAK DIRECTLY WITH 1 _

I 10F YOUR OFFICE. AS AGREED WITH YOUR OFFICIALS,
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTINUE TELEPHONE CONTACT WITH THE
SOURCE. SHOULD YOU WISH TO SEND A REPRESENTATIVE TO CANADA TO
MEET FACE-TO-FACE WITH HIM; I WOULD BE HAPPY TO COORDINATE 'THE
MEETING. THIS EXERCISE DEALT WITH A SUBJECT MATTER AND A
REGION THAT WE ARE NOT COMPLETELY FAMILIAR WITH, SO OUR
APOLOGIES FOR ANY ERRORS IN THE SPELLING OF LAOTIAN NAMES. I
WOULD APPRECIATE FROM YOU AN ASSESSMENT OF THE VALUE OF rHTS
INFORMATION IN DUE COURSE.

8.

12.

NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS.

(b)(3) CIAAct

END OF MESSAGE

. END OF ,MESSAGE

____----'I~

.. ..... ~gCReT ..., . ' - ..
,'n', TEM.PORARY WORKING COpy -- DESTROY AFTER USE ,'d,
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r

COORDINATED WITH (list names as well as affices)
NAME

See atbched router
NAME

NAME

NAME.

OFFICE

OFFICE

OFfICE

OFFICE

PATE

DATE

DATE

DATE

~"""'''_I'

:::!-::~.=:.

ACTION REQUIRED BY IOjOCA

For yo~r signature
;~~
! ~"
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UNCLASSIFIED

._._.__ S~!VD~7 ~t~m~elPOrt

...._. :.::::,... "Priority: ROUTINE::': --".-

Permanent Recall? N

03/19/2013

Request Date; 03/19/2013;06:58 AM Due O'ate:04/118/2013
Recall Reason: '-----------'
Request Comments: (U) ROGER H

Service Item Comments: (U)

Requester Notes ID:

Secure Phone:

Non-secure Phone:

(b)(3) CIAAct

Recepient Name:

Recipient Address:

Secure Phone:

Non-secure Phone:

AARC

1-
Classified By: 1'--__-'
Derived From:

Declassify On:

______... . .... ~. .... ~ . .__'_... ~ ..._ .. _~ . .... .._....l.._. .__. . .... _
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OCA 27 Q,O.=-·9.2.:__ .~.._..
20 August '1992

.' ~- =- -.:- . -

MEMORANDuM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Meeting with Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA
Affairs Investigator Bob Taylor Concerning
Sanitized DO Documents, !magery'and a Chronology
on PDB References to POWs and MIAs

(b)(3) ClAAct

1. On 18 August at 1430 hours Bob Taylor of the Senate
Select committee on POW/MIA Affairs was briefed at OCA in

I Ion recent CIA work on the issue and also received
declassified documents from 1976 and later dealing with
imagery and efforts to determine if POWs remained in
Southeast Asia I J Present were
1- -r' __D_O/EA/I~ IDI/OIA, I I

fORMS,~ IOCA/Senate Division,
Career Trainee in OCA/Senate Division, andc==J

Career Trainee in OCA/Senate Division. .

. 2. Mr. Taylor read the PDB chronology OCA prepared on
~OW/MIA articles. He asked if there was ever any identifi­
cation of the five POWs mentioned in the 8 May 1974 PDB
article.' Our answer was no, to the extent of our knowledge.
Taylor also wanted to know about the status of the documents
that are being researched and prepared from the Executive
Registry dealing with POWs. We informed him that the (b)(3) CIAA t
documents are being prepared and will be available soon. C
Next, he requested release of a DO Spot' Report dat~e~d~ -,
6 Januar,y 1981 concerning possible POWs in Laos. LI ~
told Taylor the report will not be released due to sources
and methods issues.

(b)(3) CIMc

-(b)(3)'-­
NatSecAct
(~)(1)

.. "''''''::'---''~~~~~

--':'.,,_.. _.. -----

3. I I then briefed Taylor on a piece of
imagery from 30 December 1987 that sho~s a large arrow and a

"', P. I Isaid CIA's DDI He.:;Lgerson and the DIA had been
----;--------a-::L-ert-ed--a"bou't""""t'he--fitid±ng-.l rs·±n-c-e--d·a:t-e--.,.o·f--t-he,---­

original photo do~s not show still-distinguishable markings.
The markings were located west-south-west of Sam Nuea in
excess of .10·6 :kil.ometer.s in the "Quang vien" Provence.
Heater had a'memorandum of 'explanation about the imagery,....... "'_ .•• • ••__ •• • '."'_' .. _. _.__ ._. • ••• ... .... .... _ ...__ • .. - •• __.0' • _". _

(b)(3) ClAAct .
::..~~:;.~~~~~~%~-=:-~I,,~~~~':".:~~~~-?~~~~~;:~~'~;."'tS#i:r..·.:l-~~W .. ~..:~.

:-:-~ ..~·~-~~i@N~~.j;E~~:;;:::::::::'-::"::'::::::::::z.::::::-=,,:--~·

'---'" ..,,-- _._._-_._-----_ _- - __----
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BECKET

. )Yl~:Ei[t:i:qg :with' Sene;t.t.e...Be.l.ect Coromi t t.e.e:..:o.n. PDW/MIA
Affairs Investigator Bob Taylor Concerning
Sanitized DO Documents, Imagery and a Chronology
on PDB References to POWs and MIAs

(b)(3) CIAAct

which he will deliver to OCA and through the office to
Taylor. Taylor, I landl Ithen dlscussed the
relation of the newest imagery to other imagery previously
released or briefed.

4. The briefing ended at

(b)(3) CIAAct

about 1530 hours.

~l
Career Trainee
Senate Division

-'- ... ~ -. '" -- ._-- -"--'~ -- ~
M ••••M •• __ ••• _._ ••~••_.__._.:. •••• " __•• ....... "."_ ...... _ ..._._ •••_ ,, ..._ •••••• _ ••
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.... r.r- .7---------~._.:·--.-..·~~~.-. .--~ ....~-_:::~~ "'_'--:-:;:'~. __ ','::::'_ ~~~

-_._....... _- -- ._..._._--_......._..._.....;-:...- ._---.........._-_.-.... , -_...- ._--_....-----_._..._...._....- -- ---....._-_.----....._- ------._-
........- Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06001389 .

000180



:.....

- ..--_..-...__....._-.-_...----.-.._-.._..........._---_.------_._------- .~..~..._----
@.~A ~\E:.

.~ _. .-~~~fP'l;Ifs~·~-~_";:::;:>;.:...----.,,..~~~.
..'

"S,..

Washington.D. C.20505

OCA 2690-92
12 August 1992.

Mr. Bob Taylor
Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs
United States Senate' .
Washirrgt:on, D.C. 205·10

Dear Mr:' T...avlor:. .,/"""

In' response to your lett~r of July 29, 1992 and in
accordance with your follow-up conversat.ions with myself
and officers in the Office of Imagery Analysis, forwarded
herewith are the unclassified reports you requested
including two briefing boards.

As you will appreciate, considerable effort has gone
into this response, and I hope that it is useful to the
Committee and satisfies your needs.

Si
(b)(3)
CIAAct

Robert w: Magner .
Deputy Director for Senate A fairs

1•• _.....)

Enclosures
, 1. 2 Copies of Report
~--------2-.--.-B_:J:-i_e·f-i.F1§-Bea-l:-El-·---E>Gn§'·-Man§'f-V-i-e-l:;nam

3. Briefing Board - Ban Kouanpho, Laos

.. - -------.- -_. Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06001404- _.. - . ,-" ~.~-
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OCA 2690-92

SUBJECT: Letter to Bob Taylor, 'POW/MIA re 29 Jul Request

OCA/senate/RWMagner,jah/~12Aug 921 (b)(3) CIAAct

----_... -- -- --- .- ----------.- ._- ---------_ .._----.----_... "-- -"--
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. July 29 1 1992

.'

Mr. Bob Magner
Deputy Director \ : .
Legislative Affairs/,
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, DC 20505

Dear Mr. Magne~~

Per our phone conversation of 27 July, I am forwarding
specific infor;mation to enable your agency to fully meet the
Committee request of 9 July, for declassification of imagery and
relatet?- written analysis. FQr olarifica.tion,. the Committee is
interested in 11declassifying" the original documents, 'with the
original analysis intact.

The Committee's intent in requesting the imagery's
declassification, even in the form of line diagrams, was to
.depict the possible symbols discovered at each site, listed on
attachment "e" of the 9 July request. It also was the
~ommittee'5 intent to receive line diagrams that were essentially
identi~al .to the imagery photographs in the possession of the
Co~~ittee, to include all labelling and annotations.

Several of the diagrams, forwarded by CIA do not depict any
symbols, that were present on original ~hotography.. None of the
original analysis, muoh of which originated from the- CIA, was
declassified or forwarded as requested. Specifically, we are
~eeking the followingt

From your 22 June 92 latter, TCS 2522-92, an acourate line
diagram with all armotations taken from the 20 II X :2 4:" blOW-Up of
imagery taken of Dong Nang, 30 July 75.

from your 22 June 92 letter, TCS 2522-92, a declassified copy
of the CIA Imagery Analysis Service report of 6 July 1976 of the

-------D-ong-.Maxrg--camp-,w±th---a.-j:·x-att·a:chsd--d·.:ta-grams-.--- ---.-----

~~ From your 22 June 92 letter, TCS 2522-92, a declassified copy
'of ·the CIA Imagery Analysis 'Servioe memorandum for the record.,

:.. _.._.:_ ..:.:._...:._.... ~~~!-~d 9.. ·J~J:Y. ?..~! ._ ......:_. _:.__.__~.':"':"_= _ .__..._. _:. _....:.....~~.-:.-.:_ ... __: ::..- ...:. ~~ ..__ '.~_~_ ....:. ...:~__ .__:_..:. .~:._ ._:..... '. __

_____...:::.:-__-'~ .~ag,.g..ur.a,_1;;§;L"'lin~ ..gil!gJ:.am...._w.th n~t_a~j.'O"l1~L.~..n.<;L),!!lt~ll.~,;:n~;¥ft~g~~~
i:>.:.::~r ..,·"·-~~-;['~-r.%{~nt~e=~Ac::a!S~~geiimI?e~~t:H:t~ffitati'~ ~~a'i:~¥6"n~eiffi~EW'j:j; .__ ..__ .~..,.::
-----.:......:-.::.::...:iTffb.-~.:...~:·:=iitn~3,;;fiPm~.;.:;:;;~~.::.-,_:.~ .:..:.:·.::;;,...sn-..:......:.~ne~-~=-;~-..:.._-'---_·_--'
.... , - . . '===7X--'" .' , .. ' . ;;~. ::='~" ." ~n· ~ .erI:x'~'5~~:d~:'::;~..~~~~:::""-:::~:;~::'~

---- -- '----.-.----.--•.•- ·-----pRjN·'iYilniN-tlIlCVCLlllfPAPOfl---.-------..- .- .--- --.-.-

'--'--".._ - .----.---..---.- " --Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06001404----· .. "- "'--' -.-----.. ---..- -.-.-

000183



\....oVVVV..J....LV-L

JUL 29 '92
. APPIUVl::u lUI I "vl\JCA....~. ~_ • _ •• _. __

17: 37 OFFICEr.;JF SEl-IATE SECURITY . P.3
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Robert Magner .

A declassified copy C?f. the 6 January 1981 CIA "Spot Report",
with imagery analysis assessment of "52 I! and possible "K", and
the noted meaning the ".K II •

,

A declassified copy of the recent CIA ev~luation prepared and
forv3arded· to this Committee pertaining to the "USA" photograph,
as well as the CIA evaluation on the Muang Tan area symbols;
currently being prepared by CIA (SSe Itr ~td 13 JUly 92).. .

A revised line diagram of the Muang Tan diagram 6ent this
Committee, covering a wide enough area to depict all the eymbols,
not shown in the copy forwarded.

'-' \
The Paeudocdlor enhancements need not be .a~d~d to any of the

line diagrams.

any other contemporaneou6
identified in attachment lie",
As I mentioned 'sarlier t we now

hearing scheduled for 12 Jul¥.
(~ ~vJ...../­

!

. We would appreciate these and
analysis pertaining to the photos
or any photos revealing symbols.
plan to address these items in a
Thanks Bob.

Sincerely,'

~sT
Eob Taylor
SSC PO~/MIA Affairs

----_._-----_._------. ----_..-._---_._-_.

. . ~ ~ .-. . .
--- ----_.... -. -_..-..- .-_ ..-- ... - .... ------ .-.--'.- '--'-"'-- --.-- -.-.--- --- --. --'" --- ... -_.__..--- ... -.. ---,--- -_. - -------_..._..---..-.._....-._-
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CRES-504/92
7 August 1992

MEMORANDUM FO~: Deputy Director for Intelligence

FROM: Charles Boykin
Acting Chief, Collection Requirements and

Evaluation Staff, DI

SUBJECT: Declassification of Document on POW/MIAs (U)

1. Action: Approve the declassification of the attached
document on possible POW/MIA-Associated Markings in Southeast
Asia. This wi~l respond to a Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA
Affairs request. (U)

2. Backaround: We have been working with alA to provide
the Committee with documentation and graphics describing possible
evidence that American POW/MIAs made markings on a prison roof in
Vietnam and on the ground in Laos. OIA has analyzed this
poss~bility using historical .imagery. (S/NF)

3. On 29 July, the Committee's lead staffer on this issue
wrote to the 'Office of Congressional Affairs seeking
'declassification 0f imagery and classified OlA documents already
provided to ·the Committee. We do not want the imagery
declassified because, in addition to the precedent it would set,
it does not prove or disprove that POWs were present or made .
warning signals. We .believe public release of the imagery will
raise, not reduce speculation about the POW/MIAs. It would
surely increase pressu~e to release additional satellite imagery
on other high interest issues, and give the media, Congress, and
others the opportunity to' second guess analysis of raw
,intelligence data. (S/NF)

4. Proposed Approach: OIA has prepared two unclassified
line drq.'wings to' satisfy the '29 July request----:-The-~Ieaa-stafler------·--

recently visited orA and expressed general satisfaction with the
drawings. We think including the declassi.fied text will fulfill
the reques·t. We mq.inta'i·ned the substance of ·the original"" " -

.. .. d .. -(' '1' a···· f- 'ld' ).. -b' . d ... . .. d . '(b)(3)_.._... ... _._.__ o.c:uments ene .o.se _1.n_. .0.. er , ut....r.emove. _.:t.ex.t.....we__ ..co_ns_J,.. er .. __ .._... _.__..._
'sensitive .~nd which direc.tly refers to sources. (S/NF-) CIAAct

-"':--::\'C£ofCH-.----~

~::.~~i~',:':S~~~~:~~~2':;;~:;~~=~:.~~;~~~:~~~~~~_~=,=~~"=,,.==~~
._--_._,------, --".- --'---~...- ---_.,-,----
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SUBdECT: "'Declassifioation of Document .ou..POW/MIAs (U.).,

]

5. Staff position: We recommend declassification of tb~

attached document. In the event this fa~Is to meet the
au~remen the Committee, we have a draft _~~..~

hrough you requesting declassification of e
including implications of a decision to do ~:l-,;6I:B:e-1fCrmfe1~;t5rrniO:
how to handle it procedurally. (S/NF)

Attachment

(b)(3) CIAAct

Deput Director or Intelligence Date

DISAPPROVED:

Deputy Director· for Intelligence Date

._--'--_._----------_._---------

- -- ..------------.- _. -' .... _. -- - -----·-----Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001404"--'--- :
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~

Declassification of Document'on POW/MIAs ccn

Di/CRES/I~G/Rweber:rawJ I(7 Aug 92)
(b)(3) CIAAct

.._------- -_. -_.._...-.,._-._-------.. - .." ._-._--------_._--_._---..-_. _.._---.--------....._ ...---_._--

--- --------_.._.-._-....._---_._----~-_ ...--_._--_._-----_..-.-------.--------------.. .l'"~_._........_,_ .......~

~~::.~.~~~~~~:~~~~-:r·~:..·:~=:;t;,~~~.;.~~~=~~~
.._.~ ._. ..~ .. ..._..•._.__.. _.::SBGBBJIL....... , ._.__._._.__.__.. . .....
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,PossiliZe POW/MIA-Associated Mar1Jd:ngs in SoutheaSt Asia

Introduction

This information was prepared by the Central Intelligence

Agency, for the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs. 'It is

a summary of CIA analysis performed in 1976, 1980, 1981, and 1992

of areas in vietnam and Laos ,where markings on buildings and

terrain were evaluated as evidence of possible links to US

POW/MIAs in Southeast Asia.

July 1976 Analysis 9i Dong Mang Prison Camp, North vietnam

The prison is located at 21-04-00N/I07-07-15E, approximately

26 kilometers west-northwest of the port of Cam Pha. It is

located in a secluded area at the base of the foothills about 1

kilometer north of Dong Mang and 2 kilometers north of Route 183 .

. Although we were unable to find any conclusive evidence that

this prison might contain American paws, there are several unique

________f_ea.tur_e,s_in.__tD._i)Lp-rison that differ from other known vietnamese

prisons. It is secluded in a,relatively remote area and has an

access control point on the' road leading to the camp. Walls,

- .. -...---=-:":'_~-":.~i-th:i:~--th~-cC;~p0~Rci·-·phys:i:c·al-i:i-anEi~-:v:i s-milj,.y~~s,eg.!.:ega.t~e---the:_-"'::~---·- ..:_:....~ ---:-~.
.' .

---,---------------------,
-...-.- ,-,..----------- ..... ----·-... ---·-----Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06001404-------..-·- .-..-.- -.------.---
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. . not a forced labor' c~~':'---:=Th~-~niy=other=l";;~~~"":prrs-cmtnat-'~'-ii'~~d'~;---===' .:

intern'ally' waIied compound~-' to segregate the"'prisoners wa's ..t·he·.....

former POW camp at' Dan Hoi.

--------_._- .._-
the monthly and/or daily assigned signal letters. This

informat~9.p.:has been conf:i:~ed through discussions with former

There was roof .repair work on one of the confinement

buildings/living quarters in July 1975. A study of this revealed

a unique alternating light and dark pattern on' the roof.. This

pattern, in the form of squares, was repeated three times at

different locations on the roof. Because of the seemingly

unusual manner in which the roof was being repaired, we attempted

to discern if this pattern was coincidental or purposeful. We

were unable to make this distinction and realize that the

prospect of it being purposeful is remote: It is not known if

.prisoners would be used or 'allowed to make these repairs.

However, we did investigate this possibility. An attempt was

made to transpose this pattern into Morse code. The white

'squares, being larger than the dark ones, were considered as

dashes and the dark squares as dots. A dash-dot~dash in Mor?e

code transposes·as the letter K. However, two less conspicuous

possibilities exist. These are the letters NT and TA that are

variations of the same dash-dot-dash pattern. We contacted an

individual in the Department of Defense who has extensive

knowledge of the POW situation. According to this individual,

the letter K was the permanently designated signal letter

assign~d to air crews should they be downed and unable to recall

------.._,-----_._---- '---"-

-..-..- ..- -----Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06001404-.-··------ " ..-..- ..-.-..~-.--.---
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possibiEi;- d~tention ca~p in' 'july 1972. The' pb.ssi~le detention':­

camp consisted of a secured compound containing approximately ten

small, semipermanent buildings. As work on the present prison

progressed, the semipermanent facility was dismantled.

The currently existing prison consists of a walled compound

containing eight confinement buildings/living quarters, one

probable messhall, two support buildings, at ieast four latrines,

ten unidentifed buildings and two probable guard houses/towers.

The interior of the compound is divided into 14 separately

secured areas. Each area is secured by a-solid wall with a

single access. The only buildings in the compound that are not

.separately secured are the probable messha~l and two support

buildings. Studies of prisons in North vietnam known to contain

POWs during the war have shown efforts to segregate the prisoners

by using walls or other materials to obscure visibility.

However, none were as extensively segregated as at this compound.

A small building, possibly used for solitary confinement, ~s

located outside of the walled compound. The building is 'secured

on three sides by fencing and on. one side'by the east wall of the

compound. Two possibl.e guard houses/towers are at the two outer

corners of the fenced area.' Another guard tower is located on a

hillside outside of the compound near the southeast corner and it

affords good v~sibility of the entire prison.
-----

.D~ri~w co~struction 9f one of the confinement

___._:..:_.__--.:-__.:];:nJi_l_g.iillr$..LJ;i:vtP.:.g_::~9EJ:.~Fs_L.::Y'!~ _'determined that.·-there -would. be ~.- - ....
~ - '-~-~~---_.~_._---~'------.'- _._-.._._ .._._- '~"'._---"---'---'

.~igh,t rooms' or' ·cells : Assuming ·the other conf.inement buildings
--------..- .. -- .-....._..._. .

~~=~:~~~~~~!;~~~~~~~Jf;~~~~~~~r~~~~~~~~~~~_........._----_._----_.._--
- . --"-' --....:.------------ ---- -_ -. -------Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06001404- ---'---------- .- ..- ..--------:-~-
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prisoners.

The administration and support facility for the prison is

.located just outside the prison compound .. 'This facility consists

of' one administration building, three barracks, one probable

messhall and several support buildings.

A possible .satellite/auxiliary detention camp is located

.1,100 meters northwest of the main compound. This camp began to

develop as construction of the main compound progressed. It may

.have been constructed to hold personnel from the possible

detention camp that was· dismantled to make room for the main

compound. If this satellite. area is a detention facility, it

indicates'an effort to separate the prisoners b~ing kept there

fro~ t~ose being confined at the main compound. Otherwise the
---,-----

main compound would have originally.been constructed of

. sufficient· size to.accomodate these prisoners.
~ M" :.. • __ no, • _ • 0'

._ .,. - ._ .. - .' _.. - •. -_ "'M •__ .•.. '" '.0.:' .- •. - "'1 .- .,. __ •__ -. '-'. •

.._-_.. __._-------------...-_---:._-----_._------ ....._--_._---_.. ----.-----._-_.'--------_.__.-._----..-_._.- .._---------.-. .

.... '"'''''''' _.. ---"---'-"""-'- .-..-..- ·----Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06001404-' ----_.-.-._ ~.- ..
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smaller than 'those at the ·m~;in··c6mpound. TwO wa'-lls of the

compound are in the open, but vegetation covers the area where we

expect the third wall to be. There is a large opening where the

two walls should meet. This large opening raises questions about

the security of the compound. Nine administration/support

buildings are located outside of the compound.

December 1980 Analysis of Nhommarath Detention Camp East of

Thakhek, Laos

A detention camp is located in central Laos, 67 kID east of

·Thakhek at 17~30-46N/105-25-19E. It is in a relatively isolated

area. The camp was established between April 1978 and September

1979. We determined it was occupied in December 1980, but could

not identify persons in the camp.

The camp is located in the northwest of a large cleared area

of slash and burn activity. What appears to be a low fence is

present at the tree line around part of the clearing. The camp

consists of an outer area and an inner area, each of which is

enclosed bya fence.

T~e outer stockade~type fence is about 2-3 meters tall and

encompasses an area of about 18,200 square meters. Between this

outer fence and the inne.r fe~C?e" there are guard force quarters"

_..._~:_' ,_:.__. ,_·_a_:.:.-t.x~Jl~l):I_~:.9,D':':"'~Utoma:t'iQ...:.w.~i=!P"O:Q;.::L·ROs±·t·:j.:OIlL....:.t.WO..=..obs~~rva i;:i~n .t~Y.!_~.E:~_!-_:=-_·_'_. .__
-ana",row"cro observaticm"tqwers' aretha:tch-roofed.and each:

-,-_..._--_._-,------_._,--_._--- . . ..
--~------,------------.-

'''-----''---Approved for Rele.ase: 2015/10106 C06001404--·----·---- ..
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only entrance. ~hrough the outer'. "fence is at the soUE:hwest'cor:ner:-:-:==--==~~=

'A trail leads 'from this entranc"E~ to Route 12, about.. SOO met'ersto'

the west .. The trail is wide enough for vehicles.b~t there was no

indication of vehicular use.

The inner compound is located near the center of the camp.

The compound encompasses an area of about 2,800 square meters and

is enclosed by ~ stockade-type fence about 2-3 meters high. The

main entrance to this compound is near.the southwest corner with

a second entrance near the northwest corner. The inner compound

contains five buildings, several· sheds, and various unidentified

structures/objects located mostly along the compound perimeter.

The two largest buildings appear to be barracks. A narrow fenced

.corridor extends from.the southeast corner of the inner compound

into a cluster of trees.

A flat, nearly square cleared area of about 760 square

meters is about 40 meters east of the camp. Its function is

unknown. A small possible earthen dam' is located on a stream

that flows through the east side of the camp. A few buildings r

which could have some relation to the camp, are located· in the

forest south of the slash and burn a~ea around the camp.

The assessment that this. facility is for the detention of

personqel r rather than to keep out personnel or animals r is based
---_.

on several factors. First r the two stockade-type fences are not

typicai ?~ def.~n~ive.me~sures in the area nor dO'villages in the

-~---_.__._---.----_..--' 'area 'us'e' ':fences-:' 'S-econd r ·the· -obs·ervat-ion ·towers ·a-re located: . .,
--~--. - ...~--------- -~----------~. -------------------------------_.-

o-f but 'near>t-he inner good view· o-f

._----- -----
- ----.- ---.. -..--------.-- "-'-'-'-'-"--Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06001404-··----·-·--·---····- -..- ----.
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. fence. Third', "the camp is located near the ~-dg~'-'of the siash anc[''=",.;.;...··-·==

burn area and 'the ~egetation has been allowed ·to grow'back

outside the outer fence on the northern and western sides.

Fourth, the facility was not built on high ground for control

over the surrounding terrain. Finally, the low level of activity

between the camp and the surrounding villages and Route 12

indicates little contact with the outside.

In April 1978, only a narrow foot trail passed through the

heavy forest now containing the camp. By September 1979,' the

primary structures had been constructed but the camp did not s.eem

complete.

January 1981 Analysis of Nhommarath Detention Camp, Laos

A ·detention camp is located in central Laos, 67.km east of

Thakhek at 17-30-46N/1·05-25-l9E.· It is in a relatively isolated

area. The camp was established between April 1978 and September

1979 and was occupied in December 1980.' We could not identify

persons in the camp.

The camp is located in the nObthwest of a large cleared area

of slash and burn activity. What appears.to be a low fence is

presen~ at the tree line around part of the cl~aring. The camp
~--~-----"---l"-------'---------.--

consists of an outer area and·an inner area, each of which is

enclosed by a. f..e.nqe ' .
.. .. - ......__..._--- ..~-- ._-----._---_.-------.._-_._--,-.-----------_......__......--_.---_..._------_.__....~_._..~--"_ ..--:_-:.~:-.~:.-:_~=._--_._-

~ ,-'-_. .. The outer .stockact'e:':'l:;ype fence' is about :'2-3 .meters tall and .
~-1~1}~;f~~~~~t~s~c:~~~~.;;~~~~r;--_-:_~·

~:=..~;.;-~~.;;.-.·~0effi~;s:$B~~&-~~~~_~:-

--------------....,--\ -_.._------
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outer fence and the" inner fence,' there are guard fOrce guartei~ ----. --,-- --

a trench, an aut.omatic weapons' p-osition, two observation towers I

row crops, and what appears to be the number 52 on, the ground.

Also located between the two fences is a stream with two .earthen

dams used to impound water, prob~bly for the row crops. The

observation towers appear to be positioned for observing the

inner compound. The towers are thatch-roofed and each has a

platform estimated to be 3-4 meters above ground. The only

entrance through the' outer fence is at the southwest corner. A

trail leads from this entrance to Route 12, about 500 meters to

the west. The trail is wide enough for vehicles, but there was

no evidence of vehicular traffic.

What appears to be the number 52 is on the ground in the row

crop area between the inner compound and the stream on the east

side of the camp. Each numeral is 1-2 meters wide and 3 meters

high. The two numerals appear to be shallow depressions,

possibly with low vegetation along some of the outer edges. If. .

the numerals had been formed by vegetation, growth over time

would have enhanced their shape. However, this is not the case

accor~ing to comparative analysis. The location of the numerals

is such that they most likely cannot be seen from either of the

two observation towers because of trees located in the line of

sight.

The inner compound is located near' the center of the camp.

__';I'he

--- ~---- --_._------.

. .

~~~~~~~~~:.:;-~~~~::~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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contains five buildings, several 'sheds, and various"~'unidentiIIed-:~..,.::::;::::}.~~.., .

str~ctures/obj'ects located mostly along. the compound perimeter.

The two largest buildings appear to be barracks. The inner

compound seemed to be occupied in December 1990. Two parallel

fenced corridors extend from the southeast corner of the inner

compound into a cluster of trees.

A gent,ly sloped, nearly square, .cleared area of abo'ut 760

square meters is located about 40 meters east of the camp. A

tree was left standing in· one corner of the area and a possible

automatic weapons position was recently dug in another corner.·

This cleared area's function is unknown ..A third earthen dam is

located outside the fenced camp on the stream that flows through

.the east side of the camp. A few buildings, which could have

some relation to the' camp, are located in the fqrest south of the

slash and burn area around the camp.'

The assessment ·that this facility is for the detention of

personnel, rather'than to keep out personnel or animals, 1S based

on several factors.. First, the two stockade-type fences are not

typical of defensive measures in the area nor do villages in the

area use fences. Second, the observation towers are located

outside of but near the inner compound, providing a good view of

the compound, but only a limited view of areas beyond the outer

fence. Third, the camp is located near the edge of the slash and

burn area and the vegetatio~ has been allowed to grow back

out-side the 'outer fence on the northern and western sides..... . .,

.~_.__:_. ._...--.:FQ}J.rth,.-:_thg_t._i?-_Qrti~y...J:!7a:·s :..:.no.!:_·p.~i~·t op high !;I.round_~or-:contr'?.~__:.:.:....:.:.._.~_ .. __. _

'. . . over -tpe surrounding terrain.' Finally, the low level·.of activity
~~':'a2f_......~~:;uC:r:t'::c&..t!!LliZtJ~.=~.£'"~~~.,.t.~"(~~~~~"':StaB~~"S.~";:ii' ....~~~~~~.;{:~~~~\;:..;.t~~ ..~

~~==~~~;::~~~~=~~~~~~~9=~~~~~~~~. . . .. ~. .._-------,....,-----_._--.
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'indicates little 'co"nt'act witJ;l the 'out'side~

In April 1978, only a narrow foot trail passed through the

heavy fore~t now containing the camp. By September 1979, the

primary structures had been constructed but the camp did not

appear complete.

1992 Analysis of Surface Markings at Sam Neua, Laos

Our analysis of January 1988 information focused on several

unusual markings--the letters USA and what resembled a US Air

.Force escape and evasion symbol known as a Walking Kilo .

" (essentially the letter K used to indicate a downed pilot) --on

the ground west of Sam Neua, Laos. We are uncertain as to who

may have made these markings, but rece~tly completed analysis

gives us a better understanding of how the markings were made,

how long the markings may have been present, and what activity

may have been going on concurrently in the surrounding region.

We obtained early 1987 and mid-1988 information on the Sam

Neua area, but the markings were not present as in January 1988.

Technical analysis enabled us to more confidently determine that

there was a relative age difference between the USA letters and

the possible Walking Kilo. It also enanleaus to maKe a""':n;:----- ----­

assessment as to the method used to 'create .the markings. Our
. .

..analys.i.s ..s:ugges.t.s .the .fo.llowing:
----_..---_.-.---_._---------...__._--------...- .._...__._.._--_._----...-_.-..._-_....._-----

I .

... . ..____ .. ...__..__~f-_------. __-------------_--~-.....-
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The USA markings were manmade. Because of, the apparent

decay of the possible Walking Kilo, it could not be

determined if it was manmade, although that possibility

cannot be ruled out.

No other markings or symbols were identified in the Sam

Neua area.

The markings appear to have been c~eated by forming

depressions in the ground--either stamped, or more

likely dug--that were then filled with water. The

area surrounding the letters may indicate recently dug

soil, and the narrow portions of the S may i~dicate that

the water was drying up. The markings do not appear-to

be formed from manmade material or from vegetation.

since the markings were constructed in a rice paddy, it

is likely that the USA was formed after the harvest

season, which ends in December, and would have been

obliterated by the beginning of the -rainy seasons in

May, when rice shoots are transplanted into the flooded

paddies.

In related analysis, our study ~ndicates that the

m~y have been visible- from·a portion of Route 6 just to the
. -- . '.

----------------_....:..._.......:........:....._-._-----------_._--
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clearly visible to an aircraft or helicopter taking off from the .

. '" ~ ".
airfield at Sam Neua,' 'which is 3. i' :k:rri fo the west northwest, if

that aircraft took off from east to west into the 9revailing

winds and flew in the direction of Vientiane or Xiangkhoang.
o

Finally, we studied other information to assess activity in

Hua Phan Province in general and the Sam Neua area in particular.

We reached the following conclusions:

An historical precedent exists for suggesting the

'presence. of American POWs in the Sam Neua area.

photographs taken by a reconnaissance aircraft in

October 1969 show what may be as many as 20 non-Asians

accompanied by Pathet Lao guards near caves at Ban

Nakay Teu, 20 kID east of the Sam Neua markings. Sam

Neua at that time was a major Pathet Lao stronghold.

There was a substantial amount of reported sightings

of Arneri~an POWs in this region following the discpvery

of the Sam Neua markings, indicating that DIA's invest­

igations probab~y prompted locals to offer information

after the markings were found. However, in no case did

'further analysis confirm any of these reports.
I

Reports' indicate' that there was in 1988, and continues to

be to this day, a certain amount of insurgency activity-­

best descri~~d·as· low-leve~ ~~~~and-run--in the vicinity

.. 7
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.. "'Ii ,is verY"11J<:ely that a small" iiu.rii)jer of Soviet' personnel

(mainly pilots) occasionally visited Sam ~~ua as'late as

1988. A limited number of other Westerners similarly

traveled to' the town, sometimes up Route 6 past the site

of the' Sam Neua markings.

1992 Analysis of Surface Markings Near MUang Tan, Laos

Our analysis of January 1988 also focused on what appeared

to be ground markings resembling possible numbers and letters in

rice paddies 500 meters south of the village of Muang Tan, about

,43 km southeast of Xieny Khouang provincial town, on Highway 42.

These markings resembled (depending on the orientation) A5!, K5!,

i5Y, or iSY in one rice paddy, and in the other paqdy either 07

or LO. Although a conclusive assessment of the origin and the

intent of these markings may neve~ be achieved, recent analysis

has provide~ some additional information that may be useful in

determining whether or not these. markings can be attributed to a

possible American POW/MIA presence.

When the USA marking was d~tec~ed near Sam Neua, Laos, we

reexamined other areas in Laos and discovered the possible

markings near Muang Tan. We obtained late 1988 and early 1989

informat~on on the Muang Tan area, but the markings were not

present as in January 1988.
I • '" ••• • • _ •••~..
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. . ..
were: 'associated with ·the rehabilit~tiori of ..terraced rice~ 'paddy

dikes.

--.We compared the January 1988 information with later

data and found a realignment of the rice paddy contain­

in the possible markings resembling 07/LO. The 7/L

marking actually was the result of a shadow cast by the

rising sun on an angular but--at the time--disconnected

section of terraced dike. Subsequently, a completed

dike with the 7/L shaped angLe was incorporated into a

longer terrace. The 0 (like a square with rounded

corners) had disappeared, but one side of this

round~cornered square had been incorporated into

a new terrace dike. This shape routinely occurs

throughout rice paddies in this region, and may represent

a small diked area employed in the growing, harvesting,

or processing of rice.

-- Similar comparative analysis of the terraced rice paddy

in which the possible ASl/KSI/iSY/iSY marking was noted

indicated that portions of the possible SiS, the !/i and

the A/K/Y were also part of an effort to rehabilitate

and realign the dike. However, only a portion of the

possible markings can readily be attributed to 'shadow
.-.------ ----

caused by the buildup in height of a sect20n of dike

wall. The remainder may result from shadows In depres-

---_._--- '--.----------- .-..._-... . s·ions·.:.·....:I?ossibly· caused· ·by· .excava.tion- .of..soil .to ...r.eb:ui.ld ..._---_.._----,--.._-_.------_.._-_._~ ...

the {-dike~'
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._,:,: Much of the ro'ughly 90,000 square meter paddy"-ar·ea·--·---=-'·==~-'=""''''=1

" .. dontaining the possible marking's' <was' being rehabi·:I.:itated

in 1988 and 1989. The repair and rehabilitation of

terraced paddies is a routine occurrence in Southeast

Asia. This work generally occurs in the dry season

(November through April), after the rice harvest.

There were some reports regarding sightings or lack

of sightings of possible American POWs in Xieng

Khoung Province. Evidence cited in many of tnese

reports is'inconclusive and often contradictory.

A few Soviet military advisors were involved--at

least in the earlier stages--in a long-term' effort

beginning in 1975 'to upgrade the Xieng'Khoung (aka

Thong Hai Hin) Airfield. Some probably were still

in the area in 1988.

The Lao resistance was active ln xieng Khouang Pro­

vince in 1987-88; although the small size of the

insurgency limited it to hit-and-run attacks against

government, outposts in the countryside .. This may

··-abc:e'l::l:TJ:t--~e:L--serrie.-JSe:@0:J:.t;.s·-·0.f-u;g,1;1.s.ua-l-a.c.ti:v.:i.ty_.__·------.---
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24. July 199'2
<X'A 2461"':92/1

The Honorable John F. Kerry
Chairman
Select committee· on POW/MIA Affairs
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

bear Mr. Chairman:

The enclosed materi~ls are being provided to the
Committee in respoJ;lse to Attachment "C" of the Cormnittee's
letter of July 9, 1992 to the NSC'requesting declassifi­
cation of certain photography or the provision of line
drawings of that photography if intelligence capabilities
would be compromised by such a release. We have ftetermined
th~t declassification of this photography would expose
sensitive technical capabilities and therefore have provided
graphics which are a combination of artist line drawings
and computer generated color analysis of what has b~en
observed in overhead photography at the particular sites
requested. Additionally, we have included an unclassified
explanation of the graphics to assist in understanding the

Ipresentation. I

If you have any questions about the mater~al provided
or require additional assistarice in this specific area,
please feel free to contact my office.

An original of this letter is also being sent to Vice
Chairman Smith~

Sincerely,
(b)(3) NatSecAct

....... . . . ( .
. . .....:.. - .. .. '-'--:-"-".: -.. Stanley M'-··"k~·~:kowit . "-'::::'-'~;'~'~~';:'::'~"""

=~:~:~-' __- -.,"k~~~~\i;~·::==~~;~~~t~~~e~ e~~~-e~~~~§~'~~=~-=~~~7=~~~1h~~I---'---
Enclosures ii ~":":-:>'::;;~JE':;::::

.r
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24 July 1992
OCA 2461-92/2

The Honorable Bob Smith
Vice Chairman .
Select Committe~ on POW/MIA Affairs.
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Vice Chairman:

The enclosed materials are being provided to the
Committee in. response to Attachment "C" of the Committee's
letter of July 9, 1992 to the NSC requesting declassifi­
cation of certain photography or the provision of line
drawings of that pho'tography if intelligence capabilities
would be compromised by such a releas~. We have determined
that declassification o~ this photography would expose
sensitive technical capabilities' and therefore have provided
.graphics which are a combination of artist line drawings
and computer generated color analysis of what has been
observed in overhead photography at the particular sites·
requested. Additionally I we have included an unclassified
explanation of 'the araphics to assist in understanding the
oresentation. I

(b)(3 NatSecAct

If you have any questions about the material provided
or require additional assistance 'in this specific area,
please feel free to contact my office.

\

" . An original of this letter is also being sent to
Chairman Kerry. (

Sincerely,

....._ ~~ .
Stanley M': "Mosk itz .

. __ .- ~.- ..._-..: "'._ . ... .:::;;,:g.iEe.ct,o..r--o,Lco~r~~l?$;iona =M.fai:&.8 .~~=...===
_-=_::":"'.='=.. ~-"':=:.::::F;:~z.::..-=-_.__-=-:..::..:.:_~~:...:1~.::....:.::... - -.:. ~"=-..==:-=':3:.;:-=:.~._ . - -..7.~';~~.:"'~~.,::.:
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9 Jul 92 Requesting Declassification of
Photography .

OCA/senate~L _ (23 Jul 92)
(b)(3) CIAAct

Distribution:
Original Chairman Kerry (w/encls).

Vice Chairman Smith (w/o encls)
1 D/OCA (w/o encls)
1 OCA Records (w/o encls)
1 Subject File (w/o encls)
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POWIPIl1A SYMBOLS OR .).VlA.RiEaNGS

The attached graphics are based on analysis of terrain and

cultural features at two rice paddies and one detention camp in

Laos and one prison camp in Vietnam. The black and white

drawings provide a view of the paddies and facilities in

.question, along with the drafters i . portrayal of the possible

symbols or markings present at that location. The insert is a

computer enhancement using color application ~o show variations

in the appearance of possible symbols or markings. Although the

'USA' marking in the rice paddy in Laos represents a clear

attempt t~ send a message, the originator and the intent of that

message remain unknown. Other possible markings in the ~arden of

a detention facility in Laos or the arrangement of objects on the

roof of a prison camp building in vietn~ cannot be confirmed as

intentional efforts to produce a symbol revealing an American

POW/MI~·presence.

-_._---_._--_.._----------_._------------.-----.--------
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APPROVED FOR RELEASE DATE:
08-Sep-2015 OCA 3218-92

29 October 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: possible Call to DCI.from Senator Kerry

1. Senator kerry (D-MA) may phone the DCI in the next
few days to make a pitch for access to DO operational traffic
relating to the POW/MIA issue, according to POW/MIA Committee
staff director Frances Zwenig.

2. The Committee staff is aware that East Asia Division
has a considerable quantity of operational traffic relating
in some way to the POW issue. They have sought direct access
in the past, most recently in a letter from Senator Smith in
September. Copies of that .exchange of letters are attached.

3. The procedure we have worked out with the Committee
investigators and staff is that DO operational r~porting is
made available in response to specific requests for material
relevant to individual incidents, reports·, sightings and the
like. The Committee staff has been given access to the
unredacted traffic at Headquarters but not to the full range
of files. Ops traffic thought important by the Committee
staff has also been made available to them to·retain in
redacted version, even unclassified form where possible. The
attachments show some of the· material made available to the
Committee.

4. There is, of course, great curiosity among the'staff
about the contents of the files the Committee has not seen,
and the abiding suspicion that we are somehow covering up
some report, action or opportunity. Frances Zwenig said she
appreciates the DCI's legal need to protect sources and
methods, yet hopes that some compromise might be possible.
The Committee's need is to be able ~o certify to the public
that it has pursued every 'possible lead. She suggested one
compromise could be the naming of a third party who enjoys
the confidence of,the Committee and of the Agency, who would
be given access for this purpose. H~r nominee isl
Senator Rudman's pesignee on the SSCI staff (and w~e~l~l-'k=n=o~wn~--~
to us). She also observed that the Agency does not need
another source of criticism on the theme of cover-up at this
moment. If the Committee does not find a satisfactory
solution, the Agency can expect to be criticized in hearings
in December and in the Committee report.1..----

John L. Breckenridge
Deputy Director for Senate Affairs

Attachments

Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06010857
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CenlIallntelligence Agengr

Washington.D.C.ZOS05

24 July 1992
DCA 2461-92

The Honorable John F. Kerry
Chairman
Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs
United states Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Your letter of June 24, 1992 complimenting the Agency
on its support to the work of your Committee was greatly
appreciated. I want to assure you that this level of
cooperation will continue as your investigation moves ahead.
The letter makes two requests, however, with which it will'
be difficult to comply completely, but which I hope we will
nonetheless be able to accommodate in a meaningful way.

The letter requests complete access to all'Directorate
of Operations files on the .POW/MIA issue. While there is
much routine data in such files, they also contain sensitive
material that would identify sources and methods, which in
some instances relate to ongoing intelligence activities.
Because of that, I am reluctant to provide such unlimited
access. Additionally, these files contain material provided
by liaison services or third agencies of our government, for
which we would have to request approval for the requested
review.

I believe, however, that we can be supportive of the
Committee's interest. Over the past months, we have
regularly drawn material from these files in response to
specific Committee requests and I understand this has proven
to'be a satisfactory arrangement with Committee staff. I
can assure you that your staff will be provided access to
available data in our operational files that is not source
sensitive relative to its areas of specific interest.

Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06010857
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The Honorable John F. Kerry

Concerning access to the President's Daily Brief, I
am sure that you can appreciate the sensitive nature of
this communication and the difficulty in providing access
to this material to Committee staff. I have, however,
asked that all items in that publication dealing with the
POW/MIA issue be retrieved and that a chronology and
summary of those items be prepared 'for staff review. In
those instances in which an item was also published in the
National Intelligence Daily, we will provide the Committee
a copy of the latter. I trust this will be satisfactory.
Your staff will be advised when the material is available.

An original of this.letter is also being sent to
Vice Chairman Smith.

~~e:~
(Rl:::-M. GiJes

Director of Central Intelligence

2

Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06010857

000215



· .
Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06010857

,I
;,.

000216



central Intelligence Agency

WashinglOn.D.C.2050S

2 DOCT 1992 DCA 3128-92

The Honorable John F. Kerry
Chairman
Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I appreciate greatly the comments in your letter
of September 1992 praising the Agency for its support
to the POW/MIA Committee's investigations.

As you know, I had roy staff pull together for you
a summary of information relating to POW/MIA issues from
the President's Daily Brief (PDB). I am advised that both
you and Senator Smith reviewed this material personally,
as did other members of your Committee staff. Pursuant to
your request, I also had the Executive Registry review its
files and extract pertinent documents for your Committee
staff to review. We have found no other "Special Briefs"
or additional notes '(as, for example, any that former
Director William Casey might have made) related to these
issues. We have, however, responded to other questions
submitted by Mr. ,Taylor of your committee, and will continue
to work closely with your staff on this matter.

I would like to reiterate at this juncture remarks
I made in a letter of July 24, 1992 to you. I have a
statutory responsibility to protect sources and methods,
including material shared with us by other governments·.
I cannot therefore accede to your request for unrestricted
access to operational or source files. To'meet the needs
of the Committee, however, we have made available to your
staff as requested all reporting relative to specific
reports, sightings and incidents, and have declassified
as much of this information as possible.

ALL PORTIONS CLASSIFIED .
g;G;CRE,±,

(b)(3) CIAAct
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The Honorable John F. Kerry

Your letter asked that all files- relating- to three
specific reports be made available to the Committee. My
staff has prepared for your background a summary of source
vetting information which un~erlie the specific intelligence
disseminations on which you requested additional information
in your letter. We will make arrangements with your staff
to review this material. I hope these summaries will meet
your needs.

An original of this letter is also being sent to Vice
Chairman Smith.

Sincerely,

c==J
_Robert- M. Gates

~ Director of Central Intelligence

(b)(3) CIAAct
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SUBJECT: Response POW/MIA Affairs Cite re 10 Sep 92
Letter from Vice Chairman Smith .
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Cenlrnllnlelligence~

.: . Washinsroo.OC.20SOS

2 0 OCT 1992. :
OCA 3128-92/1

The Honorable Bob Smith .
Vice Chairman
Select Committee on POW/MIA ~ffairs
United States Senate .
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Vice Chairman:

I appreciate greatly ~he comments in your letter
of September 1992 praising'the Agency for its support
to the POW/MIA Committee's investigations.

As' you know, I had my staff pull together for you
a summary of information relating to POW/MIA issues from
the President's Daily Brief (PDB). I am advised that both
you and Senator Kerry reviewed this mate~ial personally,
as did other members of your Committee staff. Pursuant to
your request, I also had the Executive Registry review its
files and extract pertinent documents for your Committee
staff to review. We have found no' other IISpecial Briefs"
or additional notes (as, for example, any that former
Director William Casey might have madeY related tp these
issues. We have, however, responded to other questions
submitted by Mr. Taylor of your Committee, . and will continue
to work closely with your staff on this matter.

I would like to reiterate at this juncture remarks
I made in a letter of July 24, 1992 to Senator Kerry.
I.have a statutory responsibility to protect sources
and methods, including material shared with us by other
governments. I cannot therefore accede to your request
for unrestricted access to operational or source files.
To meet the needs of the Committee, however, we have made
available to your staff as requested all reporting relative
to specific reports, sightings and incidents, and have
deClassified as much of this information as possible.

ALL PORTIONS CLASSIFIED
~EeRBg;L..
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The Honorable Bob Smith

Your letter asked that all files relating to three
specific reports be made available to the Committee. My
staff has prepared for your background a summary of source
vetting information which underlie the specific intelligence
disseminations on which you requested additional information
in your letter. We will make arrangements with your staff
to review this material. I hope these summaries will meet
your ne~ds.

An original of this letter is also being sent to
Chairman Kerry.

Sincerely,

Robert M. Gates
Director of Central I~telligence

. (b)(3) CIAAct
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MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

REFERENCE:
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17 September 1992

C/EA/ICOG
DC/EA/SEA

C/EA/ICOGPOW

Planned Responses to Sen. Smith's
Letter of 10 September 1992

Sen. Smith's letter, attached

The Senator's first request concerns three I . I
which the Committee alread has ..The all relate to

Note that all three are from 1977 (four years after
Homecomin .' The first, I 1(acquired by EA

and the third, the famous r (b)(3) CIAAct
,~ ~report (later declared a fabrication when the

II was asked about it, and respinded that he had never
IIsa1 sue a thing) have been of continuing interest to the

Committee, and have been studied, restudied, analyzed and .,.
reexamined ad nauseum. Former Congressman Hendon has claimed
that we obtained the I Ireport via an audio operation
(not true). We can take the unredacted reports to shqw the
Committee, and we can leave them copies without the source
descriptions. .

2. When Sen. Smith talks about "all files and actions
relating to the three reports", he is probably assuming (most (b)(6)
likely on the advice from investigators Taylor and I I
that we launch a major investigation every time we get such a
report, just as we did with thel I reports and the
I Ireports: . That of'course 15 not true. I will try to
contact I Ito. see whether there was any followup with her
source I recall he wa~'a

We'll reV1ew the MPVANI H
1 es to se~ 1 ey say more on el 1

reporti.somewhere there is a fabrication notice on it, I know.
The middle report comes from NE, and we· will have to ask them
whether there was any followup to that one. These are reports
that just will not die.

(b)(1 )
(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(3) CIAAct SEC Ii E 'f
(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(1)
(b)(6)
(b)(3) NatSecAct
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(b)(6)
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4. With regard to the Reference Para 3 request, this of
course is for the Director to decide. See the attached
memorandum concerning the POW file holdings in I~OGPOW. What
the Committee is are most interested in are thel I

\ I files. If the decision i~ made to let them see them,
we will still need to look at every document in all the files
(quite a time-consuming process, and best done b 0 s-t e

As I noted earlier, the files demonstrate that we
"oid not hide or cover. up anything, and show the extent of the
efforts undertaken by the Agency to follow up on POW reports .

.5. Sen. Smith also refers to the Executive Registry.
Actually the Committee made that request earlier. Some weeks
ago, working wi:th two OGC lawyers andl J we
reviewed'all the items in the Executive Registry which pertained
to POW/MIA matters, and marked those we thought perhaps should
not be passed for one reason or ancither ("deliberative process",
etc.). OCA's Bob Magner then reviewed them all, ·and I believe
he was going to send the items to the Committee for review.
However, I never saw his response to them on it.1 Isaid he
would check on that for me. In any case, the Executive Registry
project has been done, and presumably to the satisfaction of the
Committee. (I cannot believe th~ Committee would be given free
access to the entire Executive Registry itself.) Finally, I
checked with the DDI on whether any "Special Briefs" had been
prepared for the Director on POW/MIA matters, and was told they
had not. An occasional DDI study wa~ written. on the POW
question, but I"believe Sen. Smith is ta;I..king about items
prepared for the Of'rector: alone. (For some reason, Taylor
thinks such briefs:mu;st have been written for the Director.)

6. With regard to the Reference Para. 4.request, here
again they seem to be looking for things that don't exist ..
Taylor told me the Director must have kept notes .on NSC
meetings, for example. (He also thought there should have been
some notes or approvals from the Director in the\ \
files.) I told him we had reviewed the Executive Registry, and
had found no such items.

7. I related the above to\ I this ·morning. I
also told him how we planned to respond to the' other two
Committee requests we received this week. He is going to the

(b)(3)
CIAAct

SEC R :Ii: 'i'
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Committee tomorrow, and he will review several of the above
items with Committee staffers.

'-------_I,
(b)(3) CIAAct
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JOHN" .~tRRY, MAS',.ACHUSeTTS. BOB SMnH HtW ttAMt'SHfAf:,
Ctuurman ' .V'CQ Ch;';;;;~~-'-
TH'oMAr~LE. SOUTH DAKOTA JOHN McCAIN ARIZONA
HARRY REIO. NEVADA HANIl OROWN COLORADO

........ CHARlES S ROOO. ",RGIN,A CHUCK GRASSUY IOWA
J RDOERT nERREY NEORASKA NANCY LANDON KASSEBAUM UNSAS
HEROERT H <OHL WISCONSIN JESSE HELMS NORTH ('ARDLINA

rRANCES A lWENIG STAFF DIRECTOR
DINU CARLUCCIU DEPUTY STAFF DIRECTOR

J. WILLIAM CODINHA GENERAL COUNSEL SELECT COMMITTEE ON POW/MIA AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON. DC 20510-6500

ER 92-4630

September la, 1992

The HonorablG Robert Gates
Director of Central'Intelligence
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20505

Dear Bob~

"

I am writing concerning three important matters relating to
my work as' Vice Chairman of the Senate Select Committee on
POW/MIA Affairs. As you know, I deeply appreciate the
cooperation your agency has given the Committee during the course
of its investigation. I am hopeful that your coop~ration will
continue into the following 'areas of the Committee's work~

1. I would appreciate the opportunity to review the
following three reports originated by your agency, in
add11:~on to all files and actions relating to the three
report's --

(b)(3)
CIAAct

It is my hope that these reports and materials can be
provide= to my office in unclassified form, although I wish
to revi;w any redacted portions.

(b)(5) .

I'I
!

3. I am informed by staff that, with the exception of your
Agency's I \ Ifile, the Committee has had almost no
access to CIA's operational files, the Executive Registry,
and any "Special Briefs" which may contain important
information on the POW/MIA issue. I ask that you take steps
to ensure the Committee has access to these materials.

(b)(3) NatSecAct
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The Honorable Robert Gates
September ~O, 1992
page 2

".

4. Finally, it is my understanding that former CIA Director
William Casey kept notes on many of his meetings and
discussions during his tenure at the Agency. I would ask
that you ensure that any relevant POW information f~om ~hese
notes dr~ provided to me for" review.

Bob, I want to underscore the importance that I place on
your permitting full access by the Committee to this information.
I know that neither of us wants the Committee to fail in its
mission to review all potential POW/MIA information in the
possession of our government. Both of us have worked too
diligently this past year to become vulnerable to legitimate
criticism that the investigation was incomplete.

: believe your ~ooperation to date has 'been excellent, and I
look j:orward to working with you in the months ahead as we
complete our investigation.

,~~
'~MtTH, USS
Vice Chairman, Select Committee

on POW/MIA Affairs

BS/dc

o
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON. POW/MIA AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON, IOC 20510-6500
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JOHN F.lCERRY.MASSACHUSE1T.S. Boa SMITH. NEVIl HAMPSHIRE.
ChcJrmon . ~ Chairman .

T.HOMAS A. l!A!JCHLE./iOtr.:'l DAKOTA JOHN McCAll!. AIlfZONA
HARRY RElD, NEVADA' HANK BROWN, COLDRADO
CHARLES S. ROBB, VIRGINIA CHUCK GRASSLEY. IOWA
J. ROBERT KImREY. NEBRASKA NAI'ICV IANOON KASSEBAUM, KANSAS
HERBERT H. KOHl, WISCONSIN JESSE HELMS. NORTH CAIIOUNA

FRANCES A. ZWENIG, STAFF DIRECTOR.
J. WlUlAM CODINHA, GENERAL COUNSEL

September 10, 1992

Mr. Bob Magner
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. Z0505

Dear Bob:

I am writing·to request your assistance in.obtaining from
the Central Intelligence Agency all cable traffic,
correspondence, and memoranda, as well as ·any collateral
materials which may be· in the DDO's files, relatin to the
,.rLE~:i..ELt..ing:-QL:thELSi.Q.JlJ:.C.eof :.t~~~"""""-L__-.l------=-----,

Please make this ~vailable to the Committee, at S-407 if it
is classified, no later than September 17, 1992. Alternatively,
the point of contact for this request, Dr. Jon Holstine, can
review the files at your office. Thank you for Y9ur assistance.

(b)(3) CIAAct

JWC/kb/jh

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

Deputy Director of Central Intelligence
Deputy Director for Operations .

(b)(3) CIAAct
I I
Chief, East A~ia Division

VIA:

FROM:

SUBJECT: Response to The Honorable Bob Smith

REFERENCE: Letter to DCI from Bob Smith, dated
10 September 1992

1. Action Requested:
to Senator Bob Smith, and a
response to Senator Smith's
10 September 1992.

That you sign the attached letter
copy for Senator John Kerry, in
letter to you dated

2. Backgroung: W~ile the Agency continues to be
complimented by members of the Senate Select Committee on
POW/MIA affairs, and co~ittee investigators have been gracious
in their praise of our prompt and in-depth responses to formal
and informal queries, Senator Smith has now requested access to
a growing number of operational files and a variety· of
executive level publications. We have complied with almost
every request and have granted committee investigators sweeping
access to unvarnished operational file holdings. I believe,
however, that it.is imperative at this point to reiterate to
Senator Smith the DCI's responsibility to protect sources and
methods and to deny ,further unrestricted access to operational
files. This position is consistent with your 24 July 199.2
letter to Senator John -F-. Kerry, and in no way impedes ongoing
committee investigations. .

3. Recommendation: I recommend that you sign the
attached letter to Senator Smith, as well as the copy for
Senator Kerry.

(b)(3)
ClAAct

Attachment:
As stated (b)(3) NatSecAct
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1 July 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

AC/EA/ICOG

C/EA/ICOGPOW

Our POW/MIA File Holdings

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

1. We ,have I ~volumes of I I
I
files: datina from 19?'7T comprising aboUtl r

_ J. (For some unknowIlkeason, there is no
Lm-a-;-t-e-r--oJ.-a----l"---f"'o-r----trh-e-p-e-r---iod from I I though no
sequentially numbered file is missing.) These are the
chronological files containing all the POW/MIA traffic fromc===J
I I and it is these files that Bob Taylor
has twice expressed an interest in examining in toto, or at
least looking through. He feels he will find in them some
leads which he can explore with us and other agencies, such as
references to sightings, intercepts, and other "evidence" of
POW·s. I have no objection to his seeing them, though that is a
policy decision. - I do not feel there is anything embarrassing
to the Agency in them. To the contrary: they show how much
effort has been expended by Agency officers over the years in
running down every lead to POW/MIA information. One thing they
show convincingly is that the Agency never "covered up" any
information on POW' s or MIA 0 s. '

2. Also in the category of operational files are our I
volumes ofl~~ ~lfiles, which Bob Taylor has already --~
examined, and two soft files (plus' some photos)" on the loss of
Site 85 in Laos. The Site 85 files contain a,few somewhat
sensitive itemst.

but they can be examined
~~~~n~e~c=e==s=s=a=r=y~.-""-n~~a~c=t~w~e~h~a~d~e~x=p~e~c=tLe~d~theCommittee to be
asking us 'about Site 85, but so far they have not done so.

3. We hav.e a miscellaneous collection of other files as
well. Some of them relate to POW matters

(b)(1)
(b)(6)

L..------------:-----------------(b)(3) NatSecAct
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(b)(1)
(b)(6)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

4. In·our move up here, our office also inherited a
number of sensitive files, such asl Ifiles on the last
days of the Saigon and Vientiane Stations, and individual files
on Agency employees who were imprisoned and/or died in Vietnam;
I believe these files should definitely be considered internal
and privileged Agency information.' '

J:: I I

(b)(6)

6. We also have a number of other files, such as
"Casualtie:;; in Sou~p.east Asia", listing losses of Air America,
Continental and Bird Air. The Committee can see those. We have
also created a number of our own internal Branch files since our
Branch was created in December. I don' t feel thos'e should be
shown to the Committ~e, since they concern.r-"""""-""...........cw...a............-"'.........."---"""""'--........."-'1 (b)(1)
constitute information on 'POW' s as such. (b)(3) NatSecAct

The only
soft file which might contain cr~tical remarks about the
Committee is our CDO (000 Central Documentation Office) file,
specifically my reports on the CDO weekly meetings. In the
course of our work we have also opened some soft files on
individuals we have had correspondence on, such asl I

I lbut there is nothing in those files
that the Committee cannot see. In fact such files show how
conscientiously we have pursued every potential source of
POW/MIA information.

(b)(3) CIAAct

~ECRE'f'
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ICOG SPOT REPORT -- 16 September 1992

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

Bob Taylor, the-Senate Select Committee investigator who
has concentrated on the I !operati_o_n~,~d~e~s~c~ribed plans
for the forthcoming Committee hear~ngs· onl Iwhen he
visited H~adquarters on 16 September. .

Four days of Committee he~rings in mid-October will start
with a two-qay open hearing with DIA on ground symbols and
imagery. 'A separate dar (tentatively set for 14 October) will
be devoted to I _ The morning session will be open, to'
discuss the intelligence reporting which led to the operation.
For this sessio . . " f

an unc ass~f~e summary of the'~nformation she
provided. The open ~ession will also include declassified line
drawings of overhead imagery. The afternoon se~sion will be .~! .•, ".~""'$':'-.:..

c~osed, as it will cover operational aspects. I I

(b)(1)
(b)(3) CIAAct
(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(1)
(b)(6)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

Taylor also mentioned that Committee Vice Chairman Senator
Smith had written the Director to ask (again) that CIA open its
operational files to perusal by Committee staffers. We
expressed the belief that some mutually satisfactory solution .
could'be worked out.

g E C R E ':l'
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
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and Cambodia
Pacific Affairs

(b)(6) I I
Deputy Coordinator for Prisoner of War and
Missing in Action Matters
Department of State

I j
LC=-o-m-m-a-n--:;d~e-r-:;--;;;U:;;:;S-;:;N:--;;:(R)

Chief, Prisoner of l'i~r/~tissing in Action Branch
Resources and Installations Division
Director~te for Intelligence (Research Center)
Defense-Intellip;ence Agency

(b)(3) CIAAct

Attached as of possible interest to you is a report

Attachment:
~ort as ~~~~~~

~ I

l
<:
)

i
~

in-\1I'e are giving this report no further.

.' -

Comment 'by .

Deputy Director for Operations
I I

Possibility of u.s.
Prisoners Being Held by the SRV for Use in

. Negotiations on Aid from the U.S. for the SKY

FROi-1

SUBJECT

~arly March 1977.
dissemination.

---- -_.'.

ORIGINATOR
Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06010857
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SUBJECT:
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Vi.etnam

Late February 1977

UoS o Prisoners"Being Held by' the SRV for Use in
Negotiations on Aid from the U.50 for the SRV

;.
!;:: ~:

.' J

I
f

20 'The indicated that the information
on ~fIA' s ' ....as one trump card the SRV held in the forthcoming
negotiations with the U.S. and explained that the SRV, as
the victor in the Vietnam war, would take advantage of this
situation in negotiating with the U.S. for ~~4 in economic'
reconstruction. He said that some wealthy prominent American
families had been in' direct contact with H3~oi in an'effort
to ac-qu"ire information- about far:diy'members who ,.,yere MIA's.
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Ho~ever, the SRV had not released such information on the
assumption that more could be gained by the SRV economically
by a~aiting the. opehing of formal negotiations with the u.s.
Government.
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WA5HINGTOI\1. D.C. 210'505

~ I

iII:
I

rationsforrDeputy

(b)(3) CIAAct

MEMORANDUM FOR: Assistant Vice 01rector for Col1ec~10

~:~:~~::~i 01 Defense -.. -.. i---
Principal Advisor for Prisoner of war1

Missing in Action Affairs . I
(Tnternational Security Affairs) !

[li!"E!'ctC'l'", V~~t'Hlil'l~ lao'S Illnd t(ampuchelill
8ureau of East Asian and PBtif1~ Af~~'r.
Oepartment of State ! ­

I

O. SU8JECT Comments of indonesian A"ba.ssador to l. no1 on
American Prisoners of War Remaining 1~ Vietnam

. :' I

NO HARD COpy FOLLOWS I '
. I

Atta-c-h-e1:l 15 a notice to ff!Cilll th-e f"-€port beefing! t.tds Utl4!
tlf\-d numb-e-r 0 Ii

"

.:. ,... ', .
.. :(

- -- .'
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THIS IS AN INFORMATION RfPORT. NOT FINAllV EVALUATED INTEllIGENCE

SUBJECT:' Comments of I I n
Amprican Pr1soners of War Remaining in V1@tT~m

(b)(3)
NatSecAct

. I

i 0':
I :~:

On 16Marc. h 19 7 7 a me m0 ran dum r e p 0 r t be a r 1n 9 t h@ !abo v e ~. ,;,
subject dod ti"te number L-I-:-----:---:-_..,--__---Ilwas disseminated.' It 'ha,-S.--,
hp.en s.ubsequently lparl1'led t·hat thE' source, who was de cr1bed as L(b)(3)

NatSecAct
off.ic a s.

'n ormation, and the then has said
that he never received any information wen 1976 - 80)
that live U.S .. prisoners of war ~ere,be}pg_he]d by t.h~ SDZ1al1s.t
Re ~ u h 11 c of V1f't n am Gov P. II' nmen.t ,•. _~_~_~..er.J .fp.r."~=~t~,,~),,,,~.f.Q.t~.~,~,t?x(,~J.i£J Ji!:.~"
~emofflnd~!l.! .. ~ho~.lp .~.~,.... ~_\~,r~g_ar~e;fi .and all. .r..eJer~n~·es·..:•.t+.,the report
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Resources and Installations Division
Directorate for Intelligence (Research Center)
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USN
Principal Advisor £or Prisoner of War and

Missing in Action Affairs
(International Securit.y Affairs) .
Office of the Secretary of Defense
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Deputy Director for Operations
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SUBJECT : 'Comments
.;:-: :'::';;::.:" -=.. :. -:~'on American Prisoners of l~ar Remaining in

Viet.nam

Attached ~s of possible JnteTest to vou is a Teport resulting
from information'obtained late Januar.y
1977. We are giving this ~eporL no lurther dissemination.

~.. __-.....--_-.. -.

_..... ..._~.-~

Approved for Release: 2015/10106 C06010857 .. ,

000247



,- - ......
... ...--_ ------. .

Approv~d for Rel~ase~ 2015/10/06 C06010857,p , "
J \ 0 ..

......--"."---.-.-
/ \

... / \
~ ~;

-/'

0VVV.J..VV.,J I -

(b)(3) CIAAct

!
I

""!

COLrnTRY:Vietnam -
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DOl

SUBJECT~ Comment.s. 'on
American Prisoners of War Rerna.~ning· in Vietnam

~ y .

ACQ .....

SOURCE :
.A D

1.

. tnere were AmeTlcan
prlsoneTs OI war-rPDW1s) still r~waln~ng in Vietnam and that
thes~ POW'5 posed a problem to the opentng of'diplomat~c

l'elations_b~.tJ-::een the SRV and the United States (U.S.) ..
~these'POWts included ~ome who did not

_~uant~to return to the U.S.

. 2. Comment: Other than one American
civilian who was arrested in Saigon after its fall in 1975~

the SRV is not known :too have any live ,American r.dlitnry or
civilian prisoners. ievertheless s several unconfirmed reports
have appeared since l~ay 1975 on the possibility of some U.S ..
prisoners still remaj~ing in Vietnam.)
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