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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

VIA: 

INFO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

31 August 1992 

OCA/Senate (Mr. Robert Magner} 

C/EA/ICOG 

DC/EAj 
'-----' 

C/EA/ICOGPOW 

Efforts to Determine Whether Ross Perot 
Was Briefed by Cos, Vientiane in 
Vientiane in April 1970 

1. I have been unable to find any reference in Agency 
records to an Agency briefing of Mr. Ross Perot during Mr. 
Perot's early April.l970 visit to Vientiane, Laos. I searched 
the following records: 

~---~Weekly Highlights for the period surrounding the 
visit; 

-~ lcables from Vientiane Station to Chief, FE 
Division for the period surrounding the visit; 

--Logs of Congressional visits to Vientiane Station for 
1970. 

2.· At my request, the State Department has searched their 
Vientiane Embassy cable files for us. They have found four 
cables which mention the Perot visit, but none mentions any 
Embassy or CAS briefing. However, a State Department officer 
·pointed out that such briefings are not always mentioned in 
embassy reporting back to the Department. The State Department 
is now aew searching for four other Vientiane embassy cables, 
which were referred to in the first four, and have promised to 
Fax copies of all of the cables to us, once they have collected· 
them. · 

'-...... 
3. None of the Agency documents I reviewed mentions Mr. 

Perot or his visit. I confirmed via the library microfilms of 
the New York Times that Mr. Perot and party did in fact visit 
Vientiane on 5 and 6 April 1970. There are articles about it in 
the Times datelined Vientiane on both those dates. 

4. We have also tried to obtain all the Vientiane Station 
cables for April 1970, but unfortunately Agency archives have 
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collections of Vientiane cables dating back only to 1971. We 
are continuing that search, but as yet without success. 

5. Another possibility would be to ask which 
other Station officers in Vientiane at that time might have 
attended a meeting with Mr. Perot, had such occu~red. We might 
then ask those officers for their recollections. Presumably the 
I I and other senior Station officers 
could be quer~ed. 
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The Honorable Joh:n F. Kerry 
Chairman 
s·elect Committee on POW/MIA Affairs 
United States Sedate 
Washington, D.C. : 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairmari: 

OCA·0336-92 

11 FE8 1992. 

...,.....,..,....,...__ .. _,... .. _....,.j...,....,-o,.,..,.---:.-.. 

i 
This is in rasponse to your letter of December 20, 1991 

which requested copies of ·CIA intelligence Reports on ~liva 
· sighti.9gs". in Laos after January 21, 1973. We are providing 
those reports we ;have identified in this category and are · 
continuing to review our archives to ensure we.fully satisfy 
your request. 

Tabs A and B !are two different forms Qf CIA reports which 
were disseminateq to Intelligence Community members concerned 
with POW/MIA affairs.· We have declassified these reports for 
the use of the cqmmi ttee·. 

Tab C contai~s intelligence reports which were sent 
exclusively to the Defense Intelligence Agency for intelligence 
and operational purposes. Although we have redacted certain 
source inform~ti6n, these documents remain classified. 

. . 
·Tab D contai~s the d·ocuments requested by I I . 

These documents have been redacted but rema~n 
~ass if ied. One :of the doc-uments requested bY '-:--------_j 

. L I Apr.il ;E37, was found to be a fabrication. As a 
. result, a ~abric~tion Notice was issued on July 9, 1987 stating 

-···--··--· --·-··t-h·at--t-he-sG-u.J;.c;:.e-9.f--t.he_r.e.p.o .. r_t __ .d.e_l.i . .b~-L<Lt&.l:Y~.P.. r o_yJ:§~<:'!--~ a _l.s e and ... 
misleading information. A copy of the notice is incltid·ea-as-----·--
part·~f Tab D. ~ 

... L .. 
t ... 

---· .. ··-··-·---- ...... ·-·-····-···- -··-··----:-··---·-··-.. ···--. ·-·-·· ·--J·-··---- ·-····~---·-·-·-·-··-- ..... , . . .... ···- ........... ·-·····,--------~ 

__ .... --.... ... _.., 

---·--------··- ·-· --··· ----· ____________ , __ ·--·--·:·------ .. --·-::--·--·~-·~-·- "-'"~-~--- .. ~--·-------·-·-··-·-·- . - --... ; __ , __ ----~-·----~-·- ··- --··· -~-~ 
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In the event yo6 need any of the original untedacted 
documents for review, please inform us, and we will make them 
available to you. 

A copy of this ietter is also being provided to 
Vice Chairman Smith: 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

f!_s/ ;3tar.!IJy !;';. ivloakowitz 
..:.. ..... 

Stanley M. Moskowitz 
Director Q~ Congressional Affairs 

j: .... 
i 

'I .. ·. ;" 

-OOOM ___ -· .. - h ·---·--- .. ____ --0 ·-·- -- -oooool--- -·- oo -· -·-··-··--····-··-•-•• 
0 0 

_ .. , ••o-•o --~-- ·-·-•••••-- .. -·-·-·-·· ----··-· -·· .. ·--·· •OO ''" - .. ------ ---·-·- .... , .. O 

. ----~-... -·---.. -. -------·---~--·-- . 
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Res.pen's'Eil'"·:"t:e···~Senatots -Ker-r.-.Y.,f:Sm1"f'h · lt-r of--2:.o.-.·~Bec-9:l 
·an POW/MIAS 

I 
·! 
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The Honorable Bob· Smith 
Vice Chairman . 
Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.- : 20510 

Dear Mr. Vice Cha~rman: 
I 
' 

OCA. 0336-92/1 
r11 FEB 1992 

This is in re~ponse to your letter of December 20, 1991 
which requested cbpies of CIA Intelligence Reports on "live 
sightings" in' Lao~ after January· 27, 1~73. We are providing 
those reports we have identified in this category and are 
continuing to r~view our archi~es to ensure we fully satisfy 
your request. 

Tabs A and B are two different fo~fus of CIA repcirts which 
were disseminated to Intelligence Community members concerned 
with POW/MIA affairs. We have declassified these reports for 
the use of·the Committee. 

Tab C contain~ intell~gence reports which were sent 
exclusively to t~e Defense !ntelligence Agency for intelligence 
and operational purposes. Although we have redacted certain 

'source informatitin, these documents remain classified. 

Tab D cont-ains· the documents· requested by L__ ___ __J I I Thes~ documents have been redacted but remain 
~sslfled. One of the documents requested byl 
LL_ ______ IApril :a7, was found to be a fabricatb::-l-::::o-;:;-n-.--,A"s..--'"'a __ _j 

re~ult, ~ Fab~ic~tion Notice was issued on July 9, 1987 stating 
t·h·a·e-t·he-s·o u·rce--d-f-t-he·---:r:-e·J? e-:r:-t-Gie-1-i-be-r .. at.e.l.y._p.r.o.:v...i .. d .. e_cLJjl_J, s e and ___ ..:.___ 
mis'leading inforl1}ation. A co.py of the notice is included as 
part ·of Tab D. , 

I ., ...... . 
.. .. I 

-·-··--·-······-···-·-···-···- --···---·---·-·····--- ..... _ ........... :._ ... _ ........... L ...... ---···--·--·- ........... -·--·······-····-·-~: .. ::._._.__, ______ __:_··---

~~~~~t~~~!~ ~;;~ 
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·--··l·-~~· .. -~ .. -· wo 

In the 
documents 
available 

you event 
for review,; 

you. t·o 

need any of the original unredacted 
please inform us, and we will make 

A·copy of this letter is also being provided to 
Chairman Kerry. 

Enclosures 

., 

Sincerely, 

Stanley M. Moskowitz 
birector of Congressional Affairs 

i 
I 
• .. 
' ·-I' 

them 

! 
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PAGE 0001 

~ •• ·-------------w --------------------~~~-~~------~1-=====-~-~-~-~L. ___________ _ 

PASS: 

(-.::NTRAL INTELLIGENCE AG2./CY I 

I 
DIST: 20 NOVEMBER i987 

----------------------~--------------------------------------
COUNTRY: LAOS i 

EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATIO!_, TO ADDRESSEES LISTED Af END Of. REPORT 
-------------------------------------------------------------

SUBJ: POW/MIA: REIORTED.LOCATION AND IDENTITY Of. 
AMERICAN POW.: IN SAR_.\V ANE PROVINCE, LAOS 

DOI: ' 1963 TO 9 NOVEMBER 1987 

···- ~--··-----:-------··--·-···-----·-·-·------·-·----.!..-----

TEXT: ] ~ ~I 
--~--.: ___________ :_· ________ ...;..:___,. __ .J 

~ 
--~~--···· -·····---. ··---···-·- ---·--· --·-·--· ..... 

---·--·-------:----·-- -------~-:. ---·-- --------·-···-----~ 
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I INOV 87 

s~~:-:~~~~~~~~~~::;~;;;~:;~:7~1.=:-~~~:-: 
............ -....... - OF 9--NOVftfB'E'R"-[987, MJ AMERICAN POW IS BEING HiLD IN PAKXE LANONG . 

VILLAGE SARAVANE rROVIJ-ICE. THE RESIDENT IDENTIFIED THE AMERICAN AS 
I . . PAKXE LANONG VILLAGE IS 
DESCRIBED AS CONSISTING OF FIVE HOUSES AND IS LOCATED IN THE GENERAL 
DIRECTION OF THE LPDR~ BORDER WITH THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM, 
ABOUT 70 KILOMETERS FROMTA OUI DISTR IC.T, SARA VANE PROVINCE. IT WAS 
NOT INDICATED iF THE 70 KILOMETERS IS BASED-ON STRAIGHT LINE OR 
ACTUAL ROAD DISTANCE. PAKXE LANONG IS POSSIBLY LOCATED IN THE 
VICINITY OF XC8170, APPROXIMATELY 45 KILOMETERS SOUTH-SOUTHEAST OF . 
HUANG NONG (XD6009) .)' 

i • 

2. ACCORDING TO ~WAS SHOT ·DOWN IN 1963, IN 
THE VICINITY OF NAM I:'A .:HqN VILLAGE~ .o\ND FROM lt:;j64 TO 968, HE 
WAS IMPRISONED AT HUANG NONG, SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE. COMMENT: 
NAM PA CHON· VILLAGE IS :?OSSIBLY IDENTICAL TO NAMPA VILLAGE XD1273), 
SEPONE DISTRICT, SAV~N.L>.KHET.) 

3. ~RuVIDED A BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPH DEPICTING 
FIVE MEN APPARENTLY BEING GUARDED BY A SOLDIER ARMED WITH A RIFLE. 
FOUR OF THE MEN APP~ BE ORIENTAL WHILE THE FIFTH APPEARS TO BE A 
~AUCASIAN. I __j IDENTIFIED THE CAUCASIAN AS I I '" . -

FOUR OF THE ,EN 'IN THE PHOTOGRAPH, INCLUDING THE ONE 
IDENTIFIED AS I ARE DRESSED IN A SIMILAR MANNER, WEARING DARK 

.WESTERN-STYLE TROUSERS AND LIGHT COLORED DRESS SHIRTS. THEY ALSO 
APPEAR TO. BE BAREFOOTED. THE DRESS AND HAIR STYLES OF THE FIVE MEN I , 

GIVE THE APPEARANCE THAT THE PHOTOGRAPH WAS TAKEN DURING THE PERIOD 
OF THE 1960's. THE HAN. IDE.NTIFIED AS I ~PPEARS TO BE IN GOOD 
HEALTH AND BETWEEN 25 AND.35 YEARS OF AGE. THE BACKDROP OF THE 
PHOTOGRAPH INCLUDES WHAT APPEARS TO BE A WOODEN STRUCTURE AND HEAVY 
FOLIAGE.) 

4. I lcoMMEJr: DID NOT INDICATE HOW HE 
ACQUIRED THE INFORMATI!ON ON THE LOCATION AND IDENTITY OF THE ALLEDGED 
AMERICAN POW. HE STATtED THAT HE OBTAINED THE PHOTOGRA~H FROM Ar---1 
SOURCE I I THE IDENTITY OF WHOM HE WOULD NOT DISCLOSE. L___j 

I I SAID· THE PHO~OGRAPH HE PROVIDED REPRESENTED A COPY OF THE 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY HIS 'SOURCE. ' DID NOT PROVIDE ANY 
INFORMATION PERTAINING: TO THE CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THE ALLEDGED 
AMERICAN POW IS BEING iFELD, INCLUDING WHETHER OR NOT HE IS UNDER 
GUARD, OR ON THE STATU!S OF HIS H-EALTH.) 

·---------· -------_------·---

···~···•-•••• ,:~, Moo• ··-·--·-·~" --~·· -· ___ ,,, 

- ~ ··------... ----·--·-- ---··-··----·-----·-·- ·-· ·-··-.···- _____ , 
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NOV 87 
------------------------·------'=__.,--------' -----------------------

DIST: 

COUNTRY: 

SUBJ: 

DOI: 

-----------------------

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY .~·.: ... 

.02 NOVEMBER 1987 

L.AOS/VIETNAM 

POW/MIA: REPC'UED PRESENCE OF AMERICAN .POWS IN HOUA 
PHAN PROVINCE, LAOS, ASOF JANUARY 19t17 

18 JUNE 1968 JANUARY 1987 

TEXT: 

AS OF ..'.ANUARY 198'7 "SOME" FORMER AMERICAN POWS WERE 

-·---. ·---- -----·--------·~ ·--- ·-... ....-......----------·-·· ···--· ·-·--· .. --------------- .... ____ ···--· ... ·----·----·-- .. ~ .. -- --··--------
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------~--------------------------------------------------------------------------

COMMENTED THAT ONE OF THE 
POWS IS NAMED (FNU) ((HARLAND)), WHO WAS CAPTURED ON 18 JUNE 1968 _IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE BORDER OF HOUA PHAN PROVINCE AND SON LA PROVINCE 
OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SRV). ACCORDING TO 

. HARLAND WAS DETAINED FOR AN UNSPECIFIED PERIOD OF TIME BUT 
-WAS EVENTUALLY RELEASED AFTER HE HAD BEEN ,-REFORMED". 
COHMENT: THE TWO ELDERS GAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT HARLAND CONTTNTTF.!) 
TO LIV~ IN THE BAN BOUAK AREA UNDER HIS OWN VOLITION. THE ----·- DID 
NOT INDICATE THAT THEY HAVE EVER HAD DIRECT CONTACT WITH HARLAND OR 
ANY OTHER POW PURPORTEDLY STILL IN THE AREA),. 

---·--·----~---·.:.:.. ________________________________________ __:_ ______________ ~k---------·----------

•' / ' I ' '•··· 

----- ·--· -- -----·--- .. ,_,_· _____ , __ _:._, ___ , ____ . -·-.-·--- --, ---·--·--.-· .... ~-----... -·-M----·------·· .. -~ ----·---
----·-·-•-••-••-• • w--~-·-·~------------•n"'--"- -•• ••-•- •~·--•-:-----··--•-• ·.-• •·---·•••-----·--•• _,_.,_ 
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[ MSP ........... -~--"--;;;;;;;-DO~------------~-----------~-------------

___________________________________________ ::~-~~------1 ----------------

I 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

DIST: 29 SEPTEMBER 1987 

COUNTRY: LAOS/THAILAND 

SUBJ: POW/MIA: REPORTED CROSSING OF AMERICANS INTO LAOS 
FROM THAILAND ~0 MEET AN ALLEGED AMERICAN' POW 
PREVIOUSLY DETAINED IN THE SRV. 

DOI: JUNE - 7 SEPTEMBER 1987 

.SOURCE: 

-··-~- -· . -·~- ·--···---~-·--~------~ _____ .,,_-. :_ ... ··------·- ··-~- -~--- ... ·-·--·-·. ·----·--. ··-·----·--·---·-·--"-~·- --·-·-···----·:-- ·--··---· ·---·-·· ..... : .. --·-· ··--··---·- -···-· ··-· 

____ ... _ ... ---···----·-.. - .... _________ , _________ :.:, __ ....:...---·--------~----.. ·--------------··--- ___ ..._.!.. ____ , 
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:~--=:_i~~~z;-~;~~~ii:X.ir~1~~~~;.~~:~~~--~-~=:==:~ti~Ei§~~~=-~--~--~=z;~;~~;i.£:P1i9~·~o~o1r2~?E~~~o~T:ii::.-::: __ ~=: 
. . . I .. - . JN 7 TEP'!'EMBEB 1987' A . . : . 

. ... ·._ ... GROUP OF 20 .. RES:l:'S!J.'ANGE .SOLDIERS -ASSOCI,A'TED-·WITH fi-ICG0MPANIED ·· ··· .. , ... 
FOUR UNIDENTIFIED U.S. CITIZENS FROM THAILAND TO LAOS FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF CONTACTING A U.S. PRISONER OF WAR (POW) WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN 
DETAINED 'IN THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SRV). THE GROUP, LEAD 
BY .. DEPA1TED THAILAND FROM KHEMARAT DISTRICT, UBON 
RACHATHANI PROVINCE, CROSSED THE MEKONG RIVER AND ENTERED LAOS_ 
THROUGH SOUTHERN SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE. 

-·~·.,.··.:! .. { 
2. THE GROUP LEAD BY . .. .. WAS REPORTEDLY TO LINK UP WITH 

AN ELEMENT OF THE RESr'STANCE FORCES ALREADY IN LAOS. THE FOUR 
UNIDENTIFIED U.S. CITIZENS WERE EXPECTING TO RENDEZVOUS WITH THE U.S. 
POW WHO WAS BEING BROUGHT TO LAOS FROM THE SRV. THE RENDEZVOUS POINT 
IS ALLEGEDLY SOMEWHERE IN THE VICINITY OF BAN TANGVAY (WD 7014), 
SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE. (SOURCE COMMENT: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
PERTAINING TO THE IDENTITY·OF THE POW, WHERE HE WAS DETAINED IN THE 
SRV OR HOW HE ALLEGEDLY HADE HIS WAY TO LAOS WAS NOT PROVIDED.) 

3. . 1N JUNE 1987 
THERE WERE THREE UNIDENTIFIED PERSONS BELIEVED TO BE U.S. CITIZENS 
WHO WERE TEHPORARILY·STAYING IN A HOUSE RENTED BY. IN 
MUKDAHAN CITY, HUKDAHAN PROVINCE. 
ONE OF THE UNIDENTIFIED PERSONS TELEPHONED AN ASSOCIATE ... ----· ------ IN 
JUNE TO DISCUSS HATTERS REL.!\TED. TO "PRISONERS." (SOURCE COMMENT: 
THERE WAS NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE DISCUSSION OR THE PERSONS 
INVOLVED.) . 

ll 

---·---------·-------·---~-------------------. -·----------------------

.. 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
-------------~-------------

DIST: 27 AUGUST 1987 

-----------------------------------~------------------------~ 
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT 
-------------------------------------------~~---~------------

COUNTRY: 

SUBJ: 

DOI: 

·------·-------· 

LAOS 

POW/MIA: ALLEGED SIGHTING OF A LIVE CAUCASI~ij 
AMERICAN PRIS~NER AT KHA.H KEUT TOWN, KHOUENG 
KHAH.HOUA.H, LAOS, IN JUNE 1975 

JUNE 1975 
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--~~:""-::-~~---:- --·--· -. ---:.,.-:..-----···:---·· 
TEXT:· 1... ABOUT J.UNE 1.975, A. CAUCASIAN PRISONER, ALLEGEDLY .A:N· . 

......... · ···----AMERI-G:Alh-- WA-S·--SITHNG·-0N--·i-HE-···B·AM·B00--FL00R-0·F--A-H0USE· ·IN--·KH:AM·-K:EUT-- .. ----------- -------
TOWN (VF 710180) ;. KHOUENG KHAHHOUM, LA9S, IN THE CUSTODY OF' THE' 31ST 
SAPPER. BATTALION OF THE FOURTH HTLITARY' REGION OF .THE'PEOPLE'S ARMY .. 

. OF VIETNAM EPAVN) AND THE LAO ARMY PROVINCIAL UNIT • . THE CAUCASIAN 
HAD SHORT BROWN HAIR, WAS UNSHAVEN, HANDSOME, WORE A WRIST WATCH AND 

---· ·------0Nt:Y-HTS-·S-H0R-T-UNDE-RP*-N·rs-. -·HE-WAS···:A:B0 U1'~1-;-7·5-l·i'E-TERS-T:A:t;I;:-
~,....-::---' 

-··:· ... -- .. ·:-:-:.-· ·: -:::-... 

L::-c=-=-::-=:---=:-::--:::::--::-:-c:--:-::-::-:-:-:c::-::-:::-:-=-::-:==-:'. HE WAS ~AP TUR ED AT THE LAO-THAI 
BORDER, EXACT LOCATION NOT MENTIONED, BY TROOPS OF THE PAVN 31ST 
SAPPER BATTALION TWO QAYS BEFORE. A COMPANION OF HIS ESCAPED TO 
THAILAND BY SWIMMING THE MEKONG RIVER. THE PRISONER HAD BEEN FORCE
MARCHED FOR TWO DAYS AND NIGHTS FROM WHERE HE wAS CAPTURED TO KHA!-1 
KEUT, LOCATED ON ROUTE EIGHT ABOUT 120 KILOMETERS FROM THE VIETNAMESE 
PUBLIC SECURITY BORDER CONTROL STATION TO THE EAST. THE CAUCASIAN 
WAS LOADED ON A "GAZ" TRUCK AFTER LUNCH AND TAKEN TO AN UNKNOWN 
DESTINATION ESCORTED BY TEN LAO TROOPS. 

'-

2. CLAIMED HE WATCHED THE 
CAPTURED CAUCASIAN IN TH~ HOUSE FROM A DISTANCE OF FIVE METERS FOR 
SOME 15 MINUTES AND HEARD THE ABOVE BROADCAST.) 

, .. 

.. ---·----------... ---------··--·-------.. -·--·---·~·--·--··--:----·--·----------:----·--··-.. -·---------·-... -"-· .. ·----
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
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---·- -·· ------ -·--·--- .. 

DIST: 12 JUNE 1987 

-------------------------------------------------------------
EXCLUSIVE DISSEM.INATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT 

.. ----------------~--------------------------------------------

COUNTRY: LAOS/T.HA-ILAND 

SUBJ: POW/MIA: ALLEDGED PHOTOGRAPH AND LETTER OF A LIVE 
AMERICAN POW IN SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE. LAOS, RECEIVED 
IN MAY 1987 

DOI: UNKNOWN 

. --------· ·----· ---·· ·---TEXT: 1. ON 27 MAY 1987, 

·- .. 

~PP80VED FOR 
RELEASE DATE:· 
2-Dec-2013 

-- -·--:---~ ...... : .. : . ·-:·'"- .. 

·:··-.- . ..... 
.. 

··- -~. 

- 1RECEIVED A ROLL OF FILM 

·-·····-··---·- ..... - ... . . . - ·- -·;-----:- ... ·-.· --

. . -·- ... . .... 
-·· -· ···- -
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~~~~,~~~§~iGJ~~.I::~g'-~~Htk~§!ii§?g~}!i\;IcN~)J~~!IifJ~T"0~~~~6ti~~Ii[9;~~§£"'t§i@;~Bfi~~W;;~-~~~;-~~~;;;:::""'-::::::::-.;~ 
-~---·-------P-R'.fS"ON'E"R_O_F.,.,..WA:.lC-(P.b"~)-HC-LAO-s-::--·-----:--R'ECE"IVED-THE-··p·HOTO.,.AND-c.E·TTER--· -·-·· . 

. FROM AN UNIDENTIFIED LAO RESIDENT. - - -- .. : '·- .. C'ROBABLY 
--- ~- · ·-~· ···- · ·- · -KN·ows .... r'riE.·· II>EN.t I.t.v:·· OF --ti-rr:·- tAo-·s ut ·.}i.A.s.- ·Nor·. -wrLL.lNG- to ·-rttf\,.EAL:-rHE~--~----- -· · · · 

NAME.) IN· ... ADDIT.ION TO. THE FILM, .... _ .. ALSO .RECZIVED, ... FROM THE SAME . 
SOURCE, A LETTER ALLEGEDLY' WRITTEN BY THE POW TO HIS MOTHER. THE 

. SIGNATURE ON THE LETTER WAS ( (PHENSEN)) . (SIC) • THE PHOTO OF THE POW 
-·-·----1-----· _ _Hj.S _!A!SEN_Q!f ___ ~-!:J.!'!~_Q\i~_P.Ag_}. T }.. __ ~OC~'!"_!0~ __ !?-_!3_9UT ~Q_~! LOMETERS SOUTH -----·----------

.OF LAKO (XD 5857) IN SA'!ANNAKHET PROVINCE. THE POW WAS UNDER THE 
CONJ:ROL OF THE PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM'S 576U BRIGADE. THE. 
UNIDENTIFIED LAO WAS ASKING 50,000 BAHT FOR INFORMATION ON THE 
AMERICAN POW. THE PHOTO OF THE ALLEGED AMERICAN· POW IS BL.ACK AND 
WHITE AND SHOWS WHAT APPEARS TO BE AN EMACIATED CAUCASIAN SITTING ON 
THE GROUND ON A MAT. HE IS WEARING ONLY A PAIR OF DARK TROUSERS. 
HIS FEET APPEAR TO BE S_\iOLLE.!:L_. THE AGE OF THE PERSON IN THE PHOTO IS 
CIRCA EJ\RLY FORTIES. . THE PHOTO SHOWS INDICATIONS OF 
BEING A PHOTOGRAeli OF A PHOTOGRAPH. HOWEVER, ~HE NEGATIVE_ WAS 
OBTAINEQ..E.B..illL \ AND ·DEVELOPED. THE PRINT FROM THE NEGATIVE 
MATCHES PHOTO, BUT IS MUCH BETTER QUALITY AND DOES NOT SHOW 
THE INDICATI~·s OF BEING A PHOTO OF A PHOTO. THE NEGATIVE FILM WAS 
THE BRAND "ORWO" WHICH IS NOT NORMALLY FOUND IN THAILAND BUT IS 
AVAILABLE IN L~06. THE LETTER FROM PHENSEN TO HIS MOTHER TO HELP GET 
HIM OUT OF JAIL,. CONTAINS MANY ERRORS WHICH WOULD NOT NORMALLY BE . 
MADE ·BY A NATIVE ENGLISH SPEAKER.) COMMENT: THE 
EXISTENCE OF A PAVN 576TH. BRIGJ\I?I:;_ ~S Uf:fC()~n~.!iEP..J. ...... . 

·---------~ --· 

!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 
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DIST: 30 APRIL 1987 

-~--------------------------------------------··--------------------
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF. REPORT 

-------------------------------------------------------------------
COUNTRY: 

SUBJ: 

DOI: 

TEXT: 1. 

LAOS 

POW-MIA: ALLEGED AMERICAN POWS SEEN IN 1979 AND i981 
BEINGMOVED THROUGH BAN LONG KAT, OUDOMSAI PROVINCE 

1979 -1981 

ACCORDING TO. -

BRCUGHT FOUR AMERICAN 

.. -· . . 

.. -·.........--=~..:::...~--- - --· ~=- . ----~~:--... :··-'-.-=----·-" j_ .. _1;.. __ t_;:;-=~~---~_:~.·--~--· -----~~~~_";;:_.-_,_.~.--·.·.=-_:~:-::_.~~-·~:~i:_ .. _i~_..:-~~::~---:...-==--:~ .. :~-:~·! .. ~.-· ~~~_.;.~:~~:;r:--·0.--=· :d:.'.-=:--.. --;:,'!:,''-· -~. • ·-··:"·.;f--i:;:!;-.:t~'i?§.'i:'::"'-"'·~~-----=='-~-- .=---'· - - - -
:=-:=---~~=~··----·~·---_:_:__:_:.-_:__.::._ __ , _____________ , _____ ,,:.:..._.. __ , ____________ , __ . __ , __ ., ____ , __________ , _____ , __ .., ______________ _ 

~A.PPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
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--.. -------------~T'_-:-::_ ,-·• ;·s:'-~~~-~E·.~ ,._~---~---L-;ARN;~~;;·;-~· Kif~-TH~~:T~HE .FOUR ·AM·ERI.CANS H~. 

·---·---B·EEN-:CAP-'Fl:JR:ED--·A-T-H:AUNG· H0UN·-EQC· 5-8·29)-,--·0UDOMS:AI ·PROVINCE· 'IN""A-·Pl:ANE' 
CRASH (NFI) •.. THE 'PRISCNERS WERE BEING. MOVED FROM PRISON AT PHON PA 
RAI,. WHICH IS TWO KII,.OHET'ER·S-WEST OF BAN· THIN. (R·c· 0892); OUDOHSAI . 
PROVINCE, ON ORDERS OF· HIGHER AUTHORITIES WHO~TED THE PRISONERS 

. HIDDEN AND PUT fNTO A RE-EDIIf.ATION PROGRAM.- . ·-SAID THAT IN 1981 
-----------HE-I;E:A:R-NE-D-·FROH--K-v·r.ttA:GE~-oi-BA1f=THAJr-(UTM-UNK)-WHO" 

CAME TO S VILLAGE TO BUY FOOD THAT TWO OF THE AMERICANS HAD DIED 
FROM SICKNESS AND STARVATION AND TWO WERE STILL. ALIVE. THE AMERICANS 
WERE RAISING CHICKENS AND MAKING HANDICRAFT ITEMS AT A COVERT SITE. 
(NFI). 

2. ACCORDING TO 
--- -~ -· ·---·· ·- ___ ..,_ 

.. IN OR ABOUT MARCH 1979 WHEN HE 
VISITED HIS HOME AT BAN LONG KAT HE SAW FOUR AMERICANS IN THE VILLAGE 
WHO-WERE BEING GUARDED BY OUDOMSAI PROVINCIAL POLICE. THEY HAD A 
HEAL AT BAN LONG KAT AND LEFT IN A SOUTHEAST DIRECTION. 'rHREE DAYS 
LATER THE POLICE CAME THROUGH THE VILLAGE AGAIN BUT WITHOUT THE 
AMERICANS. . 

--·----------·-------·--------. -----------------
ft\PPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 

---- ... ····----' 
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DIST: 28 A_PRIL 1987 

-------------------------------------------------------------
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATIO:-l TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT -END OF REPORT 
---------~-~-------------------------~-----------------------

COUNTRY: LAOS 

SUBJ: POW/MIA: A~ .EGED AMERICAN REPORTED:.¥ BEING CARED FOR 
BY HMONG IN EARLY 1987 AT SALEO VILLAGE, SAVANNAKHET 
PROVINCE, LAJS 

DOI: EARLY MARCH 1987 

-------------------- ADDENDUM-----------~----------

1. _ ON 8. APRIL 1987 A REPORT WITH THE _ 
ABOVE HEADING AND NUMBER WAS ISSUED. THE DEBRIEFING OF.-.::. . ....::..-:::==.-----

.---=--·~,··aN 14 APRIL REVEALED. THAT ON 5 AND 6 APRIL 1987, . 
- ·- . -- -----··----- "TRAVELED TO SALEO (NCA) VIL-LAGE,· 

SALEO CANTON, SAMOI (XD 9416) DISTRICT, SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE, 
LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC (LPDR), TO ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN 

....... ~ 
........... ~ ..... & .... - ~·- ... ~ •• ..'(I"'.S:::.':::;:.:r.; 

-·~· -·· ..... - ····-~· . . . ... . . -·-·· .... _ .. ~ .. -. ....... . 
~-~~:-:-=~ ~-~~~::z~~~·~ ·~-::---~~~~:~!~~;=-~~~~:?;4!::~~~~-:~ _ ___:_:::-:~-· -~¥¥--rt:~f~~ --~~~~;: 
-~ ... --·-·-··-----··----·-----·-------·""··------...----··-·--·-~·---------, ------·-------··----·------------·~-··----~·--·-----------

APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 
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.. --·-----..,---N E"-VTETN'"AlrB-OR'DER7·--·s"A1:EO--VTCl:ACi'"E~C(JNS"'l'ST.E·b-o-J:'~S.IX. . . . .. . ... 

HOUSJ::s.:....AND AP~~OXIKA:TEL"' 30-40 INHABIT ANTS. . ._-._ -·- -·-··---·----·-···. ·-·-- -· -- ··-·---.. -· .... ----·- ·--· ··- ... - ... -:-~.ActbRPA"'NED' ... :·~ .. --- oJ.rr"HF;:·-n:.rp,·: ·-·· ......... -··-e:IA.rl1·r:o--·-- ... _____ .. _ 
TO H.I\.Y:E PERSONALLY SIGHTED.- TWO L.I.VE AMER.ICA.NS ... BEIN.G. HELD .BY . 
LOCAL HILLTRIBES, BUT. SAID THAT-HE WAS NOT ALLOWED CLOSER THAN . 
100 METERS FROM THE AMERICANS: ---SAID THAT THE HILLTRIBE . 

· CARETAKER DEMANDED A PAYMENT OF 5.00 OF THE "OLD FRENCH SILVER COINS" · .......:, _______________ _ 
-·-·--·-------------~-·--·..:~~-----···----------··------··--~·-·---------~---·-- -- ~·. --- . 

. . BEFORE HE (,- . WOULD BE ALLOWED TO APPROACH THE AMERICANS. . 

.. 

I I THE FRENCH COINS ARE VALUED AT 2,800 KIP EACH 
AND--ARE HIGHLY 'SOUGHT AFTER BECAUSE OF THEIR HIGH SILVER 
CONTENT. THE COINS ARE AVAILABLE FROM PRIVATE SHOPS IN LAOS. 
U.S.$1.00 EQUALS 35 KIP At THE OFFICIAL RATE OF EXCHANGE AND 
MORE THAN 400 KIP AT THE CURRENT BLACK MARKET RATE.) 

--··--.:~. ···-··. 
2. · SAID THAT THE TWO AMERICANS WERE- DRESSED IN 

.LOCAL VILLAGE COSTUMES. ALSO CLAIMED TO .HAVE LEARNED 
THAT ONE OF THE AMERICANS ~ HARRIED A LOCAL VILLAGER AND 
HAD TWO SONS,· A FIVE-YEAR-OLD ANQ A THREE-YEAR-OLD. THE 
AMERICAN HAD REPORTEDLY BEEN KEPT SINCE THE "LAM SON 917 
OPERATIONS·. 11 

• fHE LAM SON 917 OPERATIONS 
WERE SUPPRESSION OPERATIONS DESIGNED TO CLOSE THE HO CHI MINH 
TRA.IL DURING THE VIETNAM WAR:). 

3 • . - 1
-- .... IN HAND DRAWN SKETCHES OF THE AREA 

MADE BY ..... :.... -SALEO VILLAGE APPEARS TO BE IN 'THE VICINITY 
OF XD 5S70, LqCATED NEAR THE TIGER CAVE. (THAH SUA) . AND THE 
HOUAI NAMSE STREAM. THE VILLAGE IS LOCATED ON THE WEST 
BANK OF THE STREAM AND T:.iE LOCATION WHERE THE AMERICANS WERE 
ALLEGEDLY BEING KEPT WAS ON THE EAST BANK. IN THE SKETCH 
HAP o: .. . -· INDICATED THAT IT IS ABOUT ONE DAYS WALK FROM 
SALEO VILLAGE TO SAMOI DISTRICT TOWN AND ANOTHER ONE-HALF 
DAYS WALK (BASED ON APPARENT DISTANCE QNLY) TO TA-OY, THE 
LOCATION OF OTHER REPORT::::D STORIES OF AMERICAN PR.ISONERS OF 
WAR. DONG VILLAGE (XD 5138) IS LOCATED ON THE OTHER 
SIDE Of' TA-OY VILLAGE FROM SAMOI TOWN. DONG VILLAGE WAS THE 
SITE OF AN LPDR REEDUCATION CAMP; HOWEVER, NO RUMORS OF 
AMERICAN PRISONERS WERE ASSOCIATED WITH THE CAMP.) 

-----·~· ·-·--·· ···--·· ··-

--
. "'""':'':" .... 

"''''~---· .... ·- ... ... 

... ~~ ---···-----·-·--·-·-- . -. 

!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 ..... .,;;;...;;..;,.;;; ................ _~~ 
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END OF MESSAGE 

. . . 
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CENTRAL INT~LLIGENCE AGENCY 

DIST: 09 JANUARY 1987 
-----------~---------------------------------~----------------
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMIN.ATION FOR ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT 

COUNTRY: 

SUBJ: 

DOI: 

APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 

LAOS 

POW-MIA: REPORTED RE~APTURE OF ALLEGED LIVE MISSING
IN-ACTION AMERICAN IN KHAMMOUAN PROVINCE,· LAOS BY THE 
LAO PEOPLE'S ARMY 

4 JANUARY 1987 
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~~-="§~~~S:T::BiffE'N<seff.=.!:i~'kffsT:NG~'I~mf!ifr;i/t~""%T.1:=r;R"0$~rrr;-f"§I:P..WD'§f:ff~:t~i~tl1·E=h~1!.ft0Rtr~r~&~~...,'**~-E::::f:.;; 
SEEMED TO HAVE BEEN." AWARE OF' THE PRIS"ONERS- EXISTENCE" BUT. NOT .. HIS 

·· ---·· -------·-· -- ·-- ---· EX:AGT I:.OGk'f.ION-.--~_=:~-=.__._SAID·-·-THAT--H-E-·GAV-E...:.::_ ___ ·-.)POUSE--1-,-QOO- BAH.:r'-, -BtFI'-·-·WAS---- ·------------ · ---····· 
NOT AB[E TO LEARN ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: FROM HER ABOUT THE" 

.. ARREST. . .. -. · i\.BOU.T 2"6". BAHT" EOUP.I:.s· IL .s··. -S 1·:oo·: ): . ·: ___ · .. :.. .. ·· .. 

. -·-:-·-·· ".} 
-------------------------------·-

--------·· -~-·-· -

~~"==='===- .. ~~::-:::..1!':+-!-;~:. .. ::_ :.::...-~~?:7~:.:.:.:_.;:·.:..· . ·.-::.-:~~~~-?:.===-=--=~-.:.;t·.:~-=::y~-:..:;;~~~-::=- - :-:·~~-::.:::!i.~~ _________ __:_:.:::.::.:..._· _··_. -~---------· _ __:__._:_:-.:__.::._ ___ ,, ________ _:_:_.::...::_ .. .:.... .. _ .... ----·--------.:.:.....:..:-::..:..... ... .:..___,. __________ . _ _:_:.:.:_ _ _.:... 

~PPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
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--~----------------' ' 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

OIST: 29 DECEMBER 1986 

EXCLL'SIV£ DISSEMINATION TO AOORESSEES LISTED AT Eloll OF ~EPORT ------------------------------------------·--·--------··· --··-
----------------------·-----~--------------·----~------------
COt.M'RY; LAOS 

SUS~: POW/MIA: AL~EGEO A~RICAN PRISONER·OF·WAR BEING HELD 
IN VIENGSAI DISTRICT, HOUA PHAN PRUVINC£, LAOS 

001: 7 OCTDeER 1986 

TEXT: I. ON 7 OCT DeER· 1986, t - ------·n. .. 

- ........ ·- .... ~·.::..-/ ' . ·- ,CLAIMED THAT__.____. 
TOLD HIM THAT ~E WAS. iN POSSESSION OF A PKlTOGRAPH, SIGNATURE, . 
PARENTS' NAMES. STATE 01' RESIDENCE. A RECORDED CASSETTL.Ul!LAJ>D RO,LL. 
OF P.•·~ -tN:ERNING AN Aioi\!RICAN PRISDNER·OF•WAR (F'OW)... SAIO 
THAT .• 010 N'JT SH:!W THE ITE~o!S TO ..!:ii.ILAt-.0 CLl!MEO TO ot "ri<AI"D OF 
THE LPOR AUTHORITIES. ACCOROING TO . WAS WILLWG TO SELL. 
THE lTEW,; FOR IOO,OCO BAHT. : ABOUT 26 BAXT EOUALS 
u.s. $1.00). 

i 0.:-.-___ .. ___ _ 
......... , $AID THAT iAS .\COUAINT£0 
WITH THE POW WHILE .~S IN REEOUcATll:Jio' lloll HA'O.'ACOUIREC THE IT£145 
DURING THAT PERIOD. __ CLAIMED THAT .. ,,..HAD BEEN ARREST~D AN:) 
EXECUTED BY THE LPOA •eovER!.+!ENT _OURir-id 1984, AS A RESUL.T OF HIS POW 
RELATED ACTIVITIES. AFTeR· ~EATH, ·--'HAD HIOOEN·THE ITEMS WHERE 
THEY STILL REMAINED. 

3. I I COfofo1E~.-' . AGREED !_0 RETURN TO VIENTIANE 
O!JRING EARLY 1987 AND ATTEMPT. fC CONVINCE ··~~ ro PROVIDE THE NAM!, 

...... -.. --:"~··· ·~:. 
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....-:_ _____ --··-·--~~·-·, _ _: ________ --~----·· -··-·-·-
-------- ----·-· -- ··- ------~~-~~~~--~ '-< :-~~--;~: ·D·~-~~~;~;-~;~~-:~~~~~-:~~~~---·· -·· --·-:··--- ·-·- . .. -·-·- . . 

·-- CROSSED .FRotf VEUN .. PRABAT ··viLLAGE; THA .. tiTHE.N Dis-fRICT,. NAK.H.ON PHANOM 
PROVINCE, THAILAND INTO LAOS TO ATTEMPT TO VERIFY THE EXISTENCE OF 
ALLEGED LIVE AMERICAN MISSING-IN-ACTION (MIA) HOWARD D. 

------·----(-~STEPHENSON:)-)-";--·R"E"PQ.Bl]_J;)CrB·EING--HTDDEN-FR"OFC-THE--LAO--AUTHORITlES IN 
KHAMMOUAN PROVINCE. . TRAVELED BY BUS TO M.AHA.-'tAI (WE 2125) DISTRICT 
TOWN. TWO DAYS LATER:'··ti.E TRAVELED THROUGH PHAKEO (WE 6512) VILLAGE TO 
PA.K PHANANG (WE 7723) VILLAGE_ WHERE HE ALSO RE.MAINEILf.O!L'tWQ Q_~'[$_. ____ _ 
WHILE AT PHAKEO VILLAGE, WAS TOLD BY . r- . . . 

WHERE STEPHENSON WAS RERORTEDLY BEING HIDDEN, THAT THE LAO PEOPLE'S 
ARMY (LP A) ~AD RAIDED THE V~b_L~GE AND RECAPTURED STEPHENSON ON 20 
DECEMBER. . CAUTIONED .AGAINST TRAV~ING TO NAPANG VILLAGE 
WHICH WAS STILL QUITE ~~~- . -·: PERSUADED' . . TO ACCOMPANY HIM TO 
NAPANG VILLAGE BECAUSEkER I_WOULD PROVIDE A 
REASON FOR TRAVELING T E. JAS NOT AWARE OF 
THE PURPOSE OF~,--- TRIP TO ATTEMPT TO VERIFY THE STORY .OF 
STEPHENSON'S EXISTENCE. HOWEVER, THE REPORTED LPA RAID ON NAPANG 
VILLAGE HAS NOT BEEN INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIED.) 

·--··- ·-· ... 
--- 2 .. · . AT NAPANG VILLAGE ON 31 DECEMBER.· 

SAID THAT LPA HAD RAIDED THE VILLAGE W.ITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OR 
INVOLVEMENT OF THE MILITIA AND THAT . . . -- fHE VILLAGER WHQ 
HAD HIDDEN STEPHENSON, HAD BEEN ARRESTED ALONG W!TH STEPHENSON AND 
THE TWO OF THEM HAD BEEN TAKEN TO AN UNDISCLOSED LOCATION IN 
BOUALAP~ (WE 8075) DISTRICT. - SAID THATc==]\DMITTED TO CARING FOR 
THE PRISONER TO •THE LPA BUT HAD NOT YET INFORMED THEM THAT ANY OTHER 
NAPANG VILLAGERS WERE INVOLVED. PROMISED-TO FOLLOW THE MATTER AND 
SAID THAT IF0HAD CONFIDED STEPHENSON'S EXACT LOCATION TO HIM, HE 
WOULD HAVE PERSONALLY HELPED STEPHENSON TO ESCAPE TO THAILAND WHEN 
THE LPA CAME. r • SAID THAT AS FAR AS HE KNEW, STEPHENSON HAD BEEN A 
"SPECTRE" AIRCRAFT PILOT WHO HAD BEEN CAPTURED IN THE 'AREA Of SEPONE 
(XD 3244) AT AN UNKNOWN DATE AND WAS LATER TRANSFERRED TO BOUALAPHA 
DISTRICT. BOUALAPHA DIST~ICT HAD BEEN ATTACKED BY THE RESISTANCE AND 
OVERRUN. STEPHENSON HAD ESCAPED AND M~T WHO HAD CARED FOR HIM 
S.INCE. (SOURCE COMMENT:- ACCORDING TO __ ,, . _ ....... HAD BEEN 
ATTACKED BY THE RESISTANCE INJ980. . . •THOUGHT THAT THE ATTACK WAS 

. BY A RESISTANCE FORCE LED BY . . . THE LPA MAY HAVE 
.BEEN ALERTED TO STEPHENSON'S PRESENCE IN THE NAPANG AREA BECAUSE OF 

-DwH·o HAD OPENLY TRAVELED TO THAKHEK Tow~-- TO PURCHASE MEDICINES FOR 
THE MIA AND HAD USED BAHT THAI CURRENCY. MAY HAVE BEEN UNDER 
SURVEILLANCE FOR. SOME TIME:) . 

3. SAID THAT ~lY VILLAGER FROM NAPANG COULD HAVE REPORTED 

- .... _ -~-~-· ... ; . . .. - . . .:..:.:.: . .:.:.:::-.:_:-.. ··_··: .. ...:.:.: . --· -
r.rnntrT'U~· .·;.;~~·"·: . · .;... ___ -- ·---

------·---... -----------·---------· 
!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 
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EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT 
-----------------------------~--------------------~----------

COUNTRY:. 

SUBJ: 

DOI: 

~PPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 

LAOS 

POW-MIA: ALLEGED SIGHTING OF TWO AMERICAN PRISONERS
OF-W~ BEING ijELD IN THE DAKCHUNG AREA OF SARAVAN, 
PROnNCE,· LAOS 

12 NOVEMBER 1986 3 JANUARY 1987 

C 0 R R E C T I 0 N 

\ \ 



~~~~F;,~~~~~~~;~~~f:~~~~~~~~~~~~?~~~~~~~~~ 
-~·.·-. -. =-· -----·--ow-z4-·o.EtEHBER f986: A.' -. -·.. . - . W-ITH THE ABOVE . 

. · . . . ~. . . . 
HEAD INCi'_.F._AS ISSUED. FOLLO.W-U!' . q~_:;~-~ !..J;:EJ.N.G. ... Of:l.-:.2 __ AND __ 3 .... J AN.UAR.Y. .. ..1.9.8.7. ,--OF-------:----·:-·---·-

···--~--- ·-··-·--····--· .. ::'.---·-=---·------····-····-----···-· ------·------ -- . ·--· - .. .. ~ . 
I·~· -

---···. -· ' .. 

.. IN. JUNE 1985, INDICATED THAT ·. __ . CLAIMED 
·~--------------- Tq_!f.~V~ _ _g_EN ...A.£~JJJ::AS I..:.JL.H.I:I .. O __ WAS __ ID.EN.UE.IED-T.O-HlM-AS-A--F-R-I-SON-ER-.------------
. -~ AND· . . . · . WHO WAS A 
! . CLOSE ACQUAINTANCE, TRAVELED. ON FOOT FROM POUI (XB 8329). VILLAGE 
. THROUGH XAKHE (YB 0352) AND KENGSAI (YB 0363) VILLAGES TO CHAPON (NCA) 

VILL.fi.GE. -FROM CHAPON VILLAGE, THEY TRAVEL_1::D NORTHEA!?T. TO fN UNLOCATED 
AREA NAMED HOUA PHOU SOUT TO VISIT WITH. '·DURING THE 
ONE NIGHT VISIT IN THE AREA, WHICH CON!AI~~D_APPROXIHATELY TEN HUTS FOR 
HOUSING THE.GUARDS AND THEIR FAMILIES,· SAID HE OBSERVED THE 
CAUCASIAN WALKING AT A DISTANCE ESTIMATED TO BE ABOUT 200 METERS. 

·I I SAID THAT THE CAUCASIAN WAS .ABOUT 1.6 METERS IN HEIGHT AND ~AS 
EASILY RECOGNIZED BECAUSE HE HAD NOT BEEN WEARING A SHlRI.._......r 
CLAIMED TO HAVE ASKED i'IHO\ THE MAN WAS AND -- ... 'REPEATED 

___ ...J:HE QUESTION - . _!;N THE LAVEN DIALECT. _-; -· .. - .. . .. ..... ·-·- ---------
- .. . ...... -- - . ·--- , TOLD -.. :--;·.-:THROUGH ·'- _ , 

THAT THE HAN WAS A PRISONER. .SAID THAT HE DID NOT REMEMBER 
MANY OF THE DETAILS CONCERNING SPOTTING THE·. PRI-SONER BECAUSE AT THE TIME 

.HE HAD NO INTEREST IN HIM. 

---·~---~------- .. --. --~···-~ -~- ·-! 

__ , ___ , _____ ,_ .. _,..._,, ____ , __ •-~------~•--•-.,,.-.,._.,~·-----------w------~ ... .,,,_, ---· 
jAPPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 

--~--·--------- ----~·-- ...... ·---·--·-------;.:. __________ ,,, _____ ,,, __ _ 



\, -co 6 o o 12 4 2 ··-----·· .. --=--------------··-----··---·--··--··------.. --·-----.. ----------: _________ .. ___ .. ______________ .. __________ -·--------
·----·---------·---:... .. - .. -

u .... ..r.~.,:;.,.;..t.._~.......,.,;-=~-""~'-"~-u .. ~vtt~l-:~*.~,,.~,lftrioo~~~~ .... ..~~~!tiltdi:nJ.~:,,.:~~ .... ~"l......,i-ffl:....,.:.'...t.t·~tU.i'te:!!;~~!n•,.,;.,:r~_,....l;::oo~oT-t-J':'II-.:••~~ .. ~:.:::r..-Z~o:~:~f:#d"""'-...-'*"·..,"'.,..;..;.eo~....,..,:,~..:.:s;o., 
~~-~1;:2:. . ..-:g>:-:t::-:-.jd~~, .. ' .u .. : .. ,:r·~~-;p};::..:;:_~ ... ·=··-w:-~....::.t::.. ~ .. ~~4:;.;h:.~~-:·:;:~---~~!'#·l2""j.t .. - 7, .. r-~~.:;tt~~:"""'P"~~-~{~--o~@"~~""""'"'=- !..,~\.'";off.;,)!~-:~· r=·J}': ... ~·:;~~';:I:.:..~,_:.:. • .c..-::! .. t::S...i~.....:.:~ 

:":::=·:.::·-. ::::_·~-~-~~-:._:_ -·:..;. ~~~:.~·- -~=~---:·-·------~---··· --·---=~~--~~-~~-:_~~ .. -~--·" -------~co:-~--==~---·-·_::_-~ .. ---. . ..... : .• =--=::.===-.:::: .; • -·-- ·r,:·····- ··-.. ~-""':'.:'·-·~ ···- ···- ... ;u;s ............... --. . -· . .. . . .,._,__.t::::t=_ -- ---- --- --- ·-----------

---r------------------- ----~----------------------------------------------------

CENTR.AL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
-~- ·--·--·-

DIST: 29 DECEMBER J.986 
---~---------------------------------------------------------
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION-TO ~DRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT 
-----------~-------------------------------------------------

COUNTRY: LAOS 

SUBJ: POW-HIA: ALL:.;GED SIGHTING OF. TWO AM~RICAN PRISONERS
OF-WAR ~EING HELD IN. THE DAKCHUNG AREA OF SARAVAN 
PROVINCE, LAOS 

DOI: 12 NOVEMBER 1986 

TEXT: 1. ON 12 NOVEMBER 1986, 

-~- -·-··-. ·~ ... :··:· ·-.: ~ :"' 

·--·--M·----------··----··---.. -·-M-·------··----···------.. ---·--·· ... --------.. ··-·---··----··---·-------··-···-.. ··---·---·-----·--··--·--.. --.. ---------
fAPPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 
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------------------------------ --- -----
~4i:~~~~~~~=-;~~~;;~~~E;:~~~-~~s;~c.~~;~~~~~~~~~:;,~~-

. TRAVELED:TO·THA.KHEK (.VE 8023) DISTRICT TOWN,. KHAM.H:OU:AN. P-ROVINCE, TAO. 
-·---- ----·----· ·-·- .... P.EO.P..LE".! .. S ... DEMOCRAT.IC.. REP..CB LIC-(LP.DR}-,. -TO--V-I-S-I-'J:.--A--R-ELAI·I-V-E-.· ----WH-HE-I·N---- -· -- - ·· - --·····- · · -- -- ·· --··--
' . . . . . . T_HAK!:IEK TOWN~ I I WAS R'EUNUED· wITH: HTS' 'Fi\:THE:{l. ,: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

A. FORMER· ROYAl.:. LAO GOVERNMENT SERGEANT,. AFTER ... TEN' YEARS,'' ... 
. . A RESIDENT OF SA P!iAI" (WB· 7779) VILLAGE·,. PAKSE DISTRICT, 

CHAHPASSAK PROVINCE, TOLD· THAT HE HAD TnAVELED TO THE DAKCHUNG 
__________ _:_ __ (¥.C--4 2.1-1.)--AR-EA-,-N-EAR-T-H-E---SARAV-AN--A:ND-A-I-TG P·E·U·-·P·R0Y. I-N€-I-A-h-B0R-DER-AS--A·---------·--'---------

SMALL SCALE TRADER WHERE HE MET AND SPOKE· WITH TWO U.S. PRISO~ERSOF-
WAR (POWS). DAKCHUNG IS LOCATED APPROXIMAT_EL.Y. i2 KILOMETERS- EAST OF 

,ATTOPEU PROVINCE. ACCORDING TO . _ . . SAID THAT ONE OF THE 
PQ~~ .. W~S LEAN AND TALL AND THE OTHER WAS RATHER FAT ANQ NOT TOO TALL • 

. CLAIMED ro· HAVE BEEN ABLE TO· SPEAK WITH THE POWS ~ THE 
'UNNAMED SON OF A FRIEND WHO WAS A GUARD AT THE !?RISON. · . .. . TOLD 
~.THAT HE SPOKE WITH. THE ·paws IN tNGLISH AND WAS TOLD BY THEM· 

THAT,THEY WERE "CRYING" TO GO HOME. 

:.;.:_::"'.·-~.:.. -
2.. RETURNED TO THAILAND ON 15 NOVEMBER, AFTER MAKING 

PLAN'S TO RECONTACT ~-ON 19 NO'l.EHBER TO PURSUE_ THE MATTER. 
I L!!rss~l?._ TH_~ __ iErURN DATE AND ON 22 NOVEMBER, ~-- · ---- · ---

. YOUNGER BROTHER, TRAVELED FROM r»AKHEK TO NAKHON 
PH.ANOH TO FOLLOW UP. PLA.NS WERE AGAIN HADE ·FOR .. ._..,_ . TO TRAVEL TO 
THAKHEK ON .. 1 JANUARY 1987, IF· AR~ANGEHENTS COULD BE HADE. -.~---. 

PLANNED TO ATTEMPT TO HAVE HIS FATHER TRAVEL TD MEET HIM IN THAKHEK 
IF POSSIBLE. (SOURCE C0/111ENT: INITIALLY R~QUESTED 10,000 BAHT 
TO HAKE THE TRIP TO PARSE TO MEET H·Is FATHER.) ·-. ·--·------ABOUT - . 
26 BAHT EQUALS U.S.$1.00.) WAS TO HAVE HIS FATHER OBTAIN 
DETAILS ABOUT THE POWS INCLUDING NAMES, DATES AND ~ SKETCH MAP OF THE 
PRISON A.ND SAID THAT IT WOULD 'TAKE ABOUT TEN DAYS UNTIL MID-JANUARY 
TO'OBTAIN THE INFORMATION... -~: ALSO SAID THAT IF THE SOURCE WERE 
NOT HIS FATHER, HE WOULD NOT BELIEVE THE STORY. . 

-· ,,_,_ ·~~ ·~ ,, , ofi•••- • .. 

-------.. ·--·--.. , .. __ , ___________ .., ____ ..,,, _____ ..... _____ , ________ ~··- -· 

!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec~2013 

- . ·-· ·-· --.~:'.":" ~ .. . .• 
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::; . _§522!.. _ z_::±' .: .. ___ :: s 
------.---------------------:-----------":"'"'--------:----------------------------------

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY· 

DIST: 23 DECEMBER 1986 

EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT . . -------------------------------------------------------------
COUNTRY: LAOS 

SUBJ: POW-MIA: STATUS OF ALLEGED LIVE MISSING-'IN-ACTION 
AMER !CAN IN J(:iAHMOUAN PROVINCE, LAOS .. 

DOI: 8 DECEMBER 1986 

-----------"----··-:----·---------·-··--------·--·-·----------··---·-----.... ·---·-------··--:---.. - ... ----.--·---.. --.. -·------
fl\PPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 .. ,? 



~---- 'TEXT:-----r:-·- .. ows-·QE'CEH1)E~~r~:~·~::~~-=·:·~---· --~~:_- :~~----~-----~-:~----~--------------- .. ·---·--··-· _, _______ _ 
r· .. . . ~ ··--· 
r'u,, .... ..., ... ,\.... .. ........ -·~.. ... -··- --·· .. , 

. . - -·-- ,_. - .. , , TO 
DISCUSS THE ALLEGED LIVE AMERICAN MI.SSING-IN-ACTION WHO WAS BEING 

,.....-------H:~.LD-·nr-KfiAlffiouAN-?Rov:rN'c-E-:"'A:F'rER ::__ESTAB.USHED firs--BoNA' nD'E-s wnH 
BY PROVIDING HI!f WITH THE SIGNATURE OF • _ . . GAVE:· A 

SLIP OF PAPER WITH THE N'AME "H.D. ((STEPHENSON)), 
AND PROTESTANT" WRITTEN 'JN. IT. ACCORDING TO , SLT_E-PH---,E_N_S--=-0-N_W_A_S __ _, 
SERIOUSLY ILL WITH ~LARIA. THE NAPENG (WE 7/20) VILLAGER CARING FOR 
STEPHENSON, TOLD 1 THAT HE HAD SOLD A.PAIR OF OXEN 
VALUED AT APPROXIM..UELY 4,50.0 BAHT, A CART AND THREE "HANGS" (PI.tc.ES 
OF _$_U.VER. BARS) TO PURCHASE INJECTION 'MEDICINE FOR STEPHENSON •.. ·· 

ABOUT 26 BAHT EQUALS U.S. $1.00 AT TnE OFFICIAL EXCHANGE 
RATE. STEPHENSON H.D. If LISTED ON JCRC RECOR98 AS AN AIR FORCE 
MAJOR, WHO WAS A CR::W MEMBER. ON AN AC 130 AIRCF.AFT SHOT DOWN IN 1972 
IN LAOS AT XD 165414, WHICH IS IN THE GENERAL P~EA OF NAPENG 
VILLAGE.)' 

2. : TOLD TO HAVE COME FOR STEPHENSON IMMEDIATELY 
BECAUSE TO WAS AFR.;ID OF BEING TURNED IN TO WE.. LPDR AUTHORITIES FOR 
HARBORING HIM. .. CLAIMED TO HAVE GIVEN: ... 6,000 BAHT, 4,000 OF 
WHICH WAS FOR -; WHICH HE RAISED B~_5ELLING A RELATIVE'S NECKLACE· 
AND BY BORROWING FROM ACQUAINTANCES. I HAD SPEN.J 1. 5.0.0 ... BAHT..Q!,JRIN.G 

_ _!ITS Tl3-J.L..1:1HICH LAST..Ell.JINTIL 12 DECEMBER. __ - . --------· 

--· ··-·· ·-- --·--- ·-·- -

-·:-.. 

·----L_~----------------------

·-~-· 

.... ...:. ....... --: ....... -. ·-... . 

---·-------· -··-----··--------·------··-- .. -----.. -- ... ···--··-·· 
!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
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CENTRAL. INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
---------------------------

DIST: 19 DECEMBER 1986 

---------~-----------------------------------~---------------
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT 
-------------------------------------------------------------
COUNTRY: LAOS 

SUBJ: 

DOI: 

POW-MIA: FOLLOW-UP INFORMATION CONCERNING ALtEGED 
·LIVE MISSING-IN-ACTION AMERICAN IN ¥~0UAN 
PROVINCE, LACIS 

29 NQY.E~~E.R 1986 

.. 
~E. 

--··------·--:-·-------.,..--···-·--·---···-·-··---·--·----·-··---·---·---··----·-·--··-·--···--··---·-------·-·--···-·-----:·--,··::j""'--···-----
APPROVED FOR J 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 
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TO DISCUSS THE STATUS' OF' AN' ALI:.EGED LIVE AMERICAN 
MISSING-IN-ACTIOW· (MIA) BEING KEPT IN I<R.A.MliOUAN P)WVINCE. CJWA~ THE 

.r 

-------NAPENG-(WE-7720)-VTI:I:AGER-wHo-w:A:s-r-N-CH:A:.RGE-OF-:"tti'DtNG-·THE-MER-I'CA.N---------------
MIA FROM THE LPDR AUTHOiuTIES. _··- SAID THAT WHEN HE· ASKED ABOUT 
THE MIA, U WHO DID NOT KNOW_·:. ~~! ONLY SAID THAT T~.E- SITUATION 
WAS NORMAL AND DID NOT '~'RUST HIM WITH ANY DETAILS. ..>AID 
THAT ABOUT 11 NOVEMBER, THREE OFFICIALS REPORTEDLY FROM VIENTINE, 

·WERE MAKING INQUIRIES ABOUT A LIVE POW TN THE AREA OF PHA KEO (WE 
Q612) AND KAVAK (WE 65_!_3) VILLAGES. . .. . - .. - ..... 

. ·. 

-·-... --------------~--- .. -·---·---.. - ........ _____ ,_,_, _____ , ___________ , ___ , ____ .. __________ ,_,.. ______________________ _ 
APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2.013 .;;;...;;;.,;.;;;..;;;;;;;...;...;;. __ __, . --· ..... 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
----------------------~----

DIST: 10 NOVEMBER 1986 

----------------------~------------~-------------.:..------'-----
.~XCLUSIV~ DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT 
--------~----------------------------------------------------

COUNTRY: 

SUBJ: 

DOI: 

APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DA T·E: 
2-Dec-2013 

LAOS 

POW-MIA: ALLEGED LIVE MISSING-IN-AC'ION AMERICAN 
IN KHAMMOUAN PROVINCE, LAOS; 
REMAINS Of TWO AIRMEN IN S~VANNAKHET PROVINCE LAOS 

LATE JUNE EARLY NOVEMBER 1986 

····-~--·~· -- ···-·. 

,( 



------·-· - ·----------·-·-·--··---···-·---·--·---~---·--------·--- -- ···-· . -... ·---~·------·---- -------·-· -··~-·---------------~ ··-- ···- ·-~·--- - ·-------·-. . . . . -. 

A D D E N D U M 

-------~--~-~----·-~ ---·--------'fEXt:-·-r;---oN---r06CTOBERl986~-A.-~=--.---- .. ------·- tl.EPORT WITH. THE 
ABOVE HEADING WAS ISSUED. IN A FOLLOW-UP OF THIS REPORT OF A LIVE 
~MISSING-IN-ACTION" (MIA) (POW) IN" KHAMMOUAN -PE\OVINCE~ 

I , 
REVEALED THAT ... )~ 

WAS THE SOURCE OF TNFORMATION CONCERNING THE 
LIVE AMERICAN MIA. CLAIMED THAT·. ___ TOLD HIM THAT THE POW 
STAYED AT PHOU LOUANG __ (~CA) CAVE, ~OCATED ABOUT THREE KILpMETERS EAST 
OF NAPANG VILLAGE. / . · THE EARLIER ·REPORT PLACED . 
"NAPENG" VILLAGE AT WE 7115. THE COORDINATES.FOR PHOU LOUANG ARE WE . 
7916 AND THE LOCATION OF THE CAVE MAY BE IN THE VICINITY OF WE 7920.) 

2. THE MIA, WHO Wt.S A JET PILOT, HAD BEEH. SHOT !)OWN BY 12.7- -·---
MILLIMETER (M.M) ANTI-AIRCRAFT ARTILLERY FIRE,, ----·· CLAIMED THAT ' 
SAID niAT IF IT WAS POSSIBLE TO CONTACT THE U ,'S. _GOVERNMENT, TO oO SO
QUICKLY BECAUSE HE FEARED THAT THE EXISTANCE OF·THE MIA MAY LEAK TO 
THE AUTHORITIES WHICH WAS EXTREMELY DANGEROUS.! I COMMENT: -- .. 
PROBABLY HAD NOT PERSONALLY 'SEEN THE MIA B.E.CAUSE THE .. V.ILLA.GER . .I.N.-
CHARGE OF HIDING HIM., IDENTIFIED ONLY AS . . . . .. ··~----·.!.. 
CLOSELY GUARDED ACCESS TO THE MIA FOR SECnRITY REASONS~ . HAD SAID 
THAT THE MIA WAS ASKING ABOUT THE RESISTANCE, THEIR GENUINE INTENT 
AND THEIR TRUSTWORTHINESS, AND AFTER BEING REASSURED, HAD REQUESTED 
THAT THE RESISTANCE PASS WORD QF HIS EXISTENCE TO THE U.S, 
GOVERNMENT.) 

3. I /coMMENT: WHILE OPERATING IN THE NAPANG VILLAGE AREA 
FOR ABOUT EIGHT DAYS DURING 1983-1984, NO .MENTION OF A MIA HAD BEEN 
MADE BY LOCAL ·viLLAGERS, FOR FEAR OF._LEAKING .TR~ S?~RE.I! .. :DURING_I.KE._ .. ___ _ 
I-~J.~ .. t~_§9 - EARLY 1970 TIME FRAME, 

~ECEIVED ORDERS TO PROCEED TO A 
PLANE CRASH SITE BUT WA8 UNABLE TO REACH THE SITE DUE TO HEAVY ENEMY 

·FIRE.) 

4. ·TOLD THAT LAO PEOPLE'S ARMY SOLDIERS HAD SHOT AND 
KILLED A VILLAGER FROM. NAPANG VILLAGE, (DATE UNKNOWN)· WHEN THE TROOPS 
ASKED ABOUT AN AM.ERICAN.PRISONER AND THE VILLAGER REPLIED THAT HE DID 

----

.... --~··-·- .. ·.":'·:::.!..:.-:.._:. .... 

APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 
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;CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

DIST: 30 OCTOBER 1986 

-------------------------------------------------------------
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEE-S LISTED AT END. OF REPORT 
------------------------------------------~~-----------------

COUNTRY: 

SUBJ: 

DOI: 

SOU~CE:. 

LAOS/ THAILAND 

POW-~IA: ALLEGED LIVE MISSING-IN-ACTION AMERICAN 
IN KHAMMO~AN PROVINCE, LAOS; 
REMAINS OF TWO AIRMEN IN SAVANNA.KHET PROVINCE, LAOS 

LATE JUNE - OCTOBER 1986 

••·-·-•••--•·---·••-••--·----•·---•w•-·-•-••----·------••-••w--•-•,.•-•-•-"•--.,--•--·----•·---·•--•--"'''o:-"'_'._~,,,_, __ ,,_ ______ ._,. .. ,,,_, __ ,,~ .. ----..•---•.., _____ .. ,_ .. _ 
!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 

· 2-Dec-2013 
{b 
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-rc-v-r •. I . TN LA!E JUNE 1986 ,. ( . 
-~· ..:.. ..• J.\u...,..._..,_,._._,._ __ ,_"":!"._ .• 

~----·--·---~·-'"-·-------"'···--. -----·-----·-·----·--------- --- ----·-·-------·-··-·----·· . . 
TOLD A LAO REFUGEE THAT A FELLOW VILLAGER 

TOLD HIM OF A LIVE AMERICAN "PRISONER OF WAR" (POW) WHO WAS LIVING IN 
A CAVE AND WAS BEING HUDEN FROM THE LPDR GOVERNMENT BY NAPENG 
VILLAGERS. THE VILLAGE~$ PROVIDED PROTECTION AND GUARDED THE POW. 
THE POW HAD SUFFERED A 3ROKEN LEG IN 1972 WHEN HIS AIRCRAFT CRASHED, 
AND HAD BEEN TREATED BY A VILLAGER WHO STILL CONTINUEn·ro LOOK AFTER 
HIM. NAPENG VILLAGE CONSISTED OF APPROXIMATELY 80 HOUSES AND WAS 

. COMPRISED OF INHABITANTS WHO DID NOT CLOSELY COOPERATE WUH LPDR 
AUTHORITIES. ACCORDING TO : . THE POW HAD SAID T~T IF ANY OF 
THE VILLAGERS COULD CARRY A MESSAGE TO THAILAND AND·ARRANGE TO EFFECT 
HIS RESCUE, THE POW WOULD "TAKE CARE OF" THE ENTIRE VILLAGE." 

2. T: __ 

. SAID THAT THE REMAINS OF TWO U.S. AIRMEN WERE LOCATED IN 
THE·VICINITY OF CHOMAT AND VIANG VILLAGES (POSSI~Y WD 5068) HAT 
CANTON, PHIN DI SIR ICT, SAV ANNAKHET PROVINCE. , TOLD THE REFUGEE. 
THAT THE REMAINS COULD 3E RECOVERED BUT THAT IT·WOULD COST MONEY TO 
EXCAVATE THE SITE AND TO. HOLD A CER~MONY FOR THE "SPI.RITS" (PHI) BY 
THE VILLAGERS WHO OWNED THE SITE. · SAID THAT IT WOULD COSI 
APPROXIMATELY 25,000 KIP PER SET OF"REMAINS. . __ ·35 KIP 
EQUAL.S U.S. $1.00 AT BE OFFICIAL EXCHANGE RATE.) . CLAIMED TO 
HAVE VISITED THE SITE. 

3. IN SE)?TEMBER, THE REFUGEE SAID THAT Hf:. HAD PROV IP.~Q. __ _ 
WITH 3, 000 THAI BAHT TO GO AND GET THE REMAINS. .. 
ABOUT 26 BAHT EQUALS U.S. $1.00 AT THE CURRENT EXCHANGE RATE.) THE 
REFUGEE CLAIMED THAT HIS BROTHER TOLD HIM THAT ONE SET OF REMAINS __ HAD ~ 
BEEN DELIVERED TO PAKSEBANGFAI. (VD 7373) VILLAGE ON 12 OCTOB.ER. THE 
REFUGE~ SAID THAT HIS BaOTHERS WERE THE VILLAGE CHAIR~ AND CHIEF"OF 
MILITIA. THE REFUGEE SAID THAT ~E PLANNED TO CROSS ~ACK INTp LAOS TO. 
RETRIEVE THE REMAINS. 

!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

DIST: 24 OCTOBER 1986 
-----------------------------------------------------------------
EXCL~SIVE DISSEMINATIO~. TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT 
-------------------~-----~-----------------------------------------

COUNTRY: 

SUBJ: 

DOI: 

SOURCE: 

LAOS/VIEH~AM 

ALLEGED LOCATION OF LIVE AM_ERICAN POWS IN LUANG 
PRABANG PROVINCE, LAOS 

MID 1986 
... 

TEXT: 1 •. ACCORDING TO A LAO.RESIDENT WHO DROVE A SUPPLY TRUCK AND 
REPORTEDLY SAW THE POWS, THERE WERE SEVEN AMERICAN POW'S AS--..OF HID-
1986 BEING DETAINED AT A CAMP NEAR NAM BAC (T& 3683) TOWN, OUDOHSAI 
DISTRICT, LUANG PRABAN( PROVINCE, LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUB~lC 

-··-·~··-------··-·--·--.. ---.. -~·----------·--~~~ .. ---.. ~·-·---·--.... --"--·---····-··-··--·--··----- ... --....... _. _________________ .. , ... __ , ..... _ .... , ......... ----------·-··-··-_.._,_ 
fi\PPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 
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- -. FORMER ·REEDUCATION" CAMP INMArE:s·· FROM LliA:NG. PRABAN·G .. ----· 
.PROVINCE., -WHO FLED TO E1AILAND IN 1986, HAVE "REPORTED A REEDUCATION 
CAMP AT NAM BAC. THE CAMP WAS EMPTIED OF REEDUCATION INMATES ABOUT 

____________ l_2.8.0._AND_THE--CAMP-WAS-O.;GUP-I-E-.9-B-Y-·P·E0P·I:;E-'-S-A:RltY-·OF-.V·IETNAH-(PA.VN) __ :__ __ 
TROOPS.) SIX OF THE ~£RICANS WERE HISPANICS AND ONE WAS A CAUCASIAN 
AMERICAN NAMED ((LINGER)) (PHONETIC). THERE .HAD BEEN 12 AMERICAN· · 
POWS AT THE SITE BUT IN 1985 FIVE OF THE AMERICANS POWS WERE MOVED TO 
THE SOVIET UNION. ALL OF THE AMERICAN POWS HAD BEEN CAPTURED IN-1968 
WHILE WORKING AT THE NAH BAC CAMP. NAM BAC WAS THE 
SITE OF AN AIRFIELD DURING THE INDOCHINA WAR. NO AMERICANS WERE 
STATIONED THERE, BUT SOME AMERICAN PERSONNEL VISITED THERE 
OCCASIONALLY. NONE OF THEM WERE-LOST.) THE CAMP WAS OVERRUN BY"THE 
ENEMY AND THE AMERICANS WERE CAPTURED. IN ADDITION TO THE AMERICANS, 
THERE WERE 30 FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE PRISONERS AT THE CAMP. 

"" 2. THE PRISON CAMP WAS. SURROUNDED BY. A DOUBLE FENCE. THE 
INTERNAL AREA WAS FENCED WITH BAMBOO WHILE THE EXTERNAL AREA WAS 
FENCED WITH NINE WALLS OF BARBED WIRE, EACH ABOUT 170 CENTIMETERS IN 
HE.IGHT. THERE WERE ABO:JT SIX TO EIGHT BUILDINGS FOR PRISONERS IN THE 
INTERNAL AREA. EACH PRISONER BUILDING WAS ABOUT 50X10 'ME_TERS- IN 
SIZE, BUILT OF CEMENT WITH CORRUGATED-SHEET METAL ROOFING. THE TOTAL 
INTERNAL AREA WAS ABOUT 3 RAI IN sIZE. . I I 2. 5 RAI 
EQUALS ABOUT ONE ACRE.) . 

3. THE AMERICAN POWS WERE GUARDED BY LAO PEOPLE'S.ARMY (LPA)· 
SOLDIERS AND HAD BEEN WORKING AS CONSTRUCTION fOREMEN' FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF A DISPEl-fSARY AND LIVING QUARTERS BUILDING LOCATED 
ACROSS ROUTE SIX FROM THE CAMP WHICH-WAS LOCATED ON THE NORTH SIDE OF 
ROUTE SIX •.. A PAVN SECURITY UNIT WAS LOCATED NEAR THE . 
DISPENSARY/LIVING QUARTERS AREA AND A PAVN CHECKPOINT WAS LOCATED AT 
KUANG NGOY (TH 5891). THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE POWS HAD BEEN SERVING AS 
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS FOR THE. PROJECT. THESE T·iolO BUILDINGS. WERE 
COMPLETED IN 198'5. THE PRISONERS WERE GUARDEr: BY LPA SOLDIERS WHEN 
THEY WORKED OUTSIDE THE CAMP, BUT WERE. ALLOWED T9 SPEAK WIT.H LO~~~ _ .... 
VILLAGERS. ... . 

4. THE LIVING CONDITIONS OF THE POWS WERE TERRIBLE. THEY WERE 
... GIVEN MILLED BUT UNPOLISHED RICE TO EAT WHICH !vAS SQMETIMES 

SUPPLIMENTED BY WHEAT OR BARLEY FROM CUBA. THS POWS WERE IN BAD 
HEALTH DUE TO.MALNUTRITlON. 

[A"PPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2_013 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
---------------------------~-----------------------------------------

DIST: 20 SEPTEMBER 1986 
___________ :..,. _______________ . ______ ;._ ___________________________ _ 
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT 
-------------------------------------------------------------. . 

·coUNTRY: LAOS/THAILAND/VIETNAM 

SUBJ: POW/MIA: ALLFGED RELOCATION IN JUNE 1986 OF 226 AMERICAN 
PRISONERS OF WAR TO SONGHON DISTRICT, SAVANNAKHET 
PROVINCE, LAOS FROM VIETNAM 

DOl: JUNE 1986 

SOURCE: 

.- :.~..::::.-=.--"l'-_,__... •. ··""- ~-"""~"'"'u------·· 

SAID THAT HE HAD OBTAINED THE ALLEGED REMAINS FROM AN 
INHABITANT OF NONG CHIK (WC 4~9862) VILLAGE, SONGHON DISTRICT, 
SAVANNAKHET.PROVINCE, LAOS. ACCORDING TO JISCOVERED THE' 
REMAINS OF T.HREE SERVICEMEN AT A CRASH SITE LOCATED IN" THE JUNGLE AT 
WC 442864. -· __ . HAD BEEN. SCHEDULED TO MEET AGAIN ON 30 
AUGUST. (THE REASON FOR THE SECOND MEETING WAS NOT SPECIFIED, BUT MAY 
HAVE BEEN TO DISCUSS THE SALE 0~. THE BALANCE OF THE MIA REMAINS.) 

FURTHER SAID -THAT 226 U.S. PRISmiERS OF WA.R (POW'S) WERE 
ALIVE AND BEING HELD IN LAOS. ..iAID THAT HE LEARNED ABOUT THE 

.....f.._O_H'S FROtf -- .. . ..:LAIHED THAT HIS. ELDER EROTHER . ----·------.. ---. 
WAS A MEMBER OF THE UNIT GUARDING THE PRISONERS. 

SAID THAT THE POW'S HAD BEEN RELOCATED INTO LAOS FROM VIETNAM 

... -- ... .. -- .. .'.: ... -~: ~ - . 

---·---.. ----~--· ... _____ , _______ _. ______ ,_, ______ ,__,. ______ ... ________ ... ____ ., ____ .. , ______ .. __________ ,.., .. , __ 
~PPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 r 

f '.!::-
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------·-- . ----~---~---;------------------------------- -------------------
~~ ..... :~·_:==_:~:~~--~--~~~---=:~=-~~..:==~-~-:--~·-~--=-=~-·-·.- --=~..!.---H-~--===:::'-====-:;::::~::::::::_. ______ =·--= .-~~-·~.-=-~-~ 
E:"-.:=~~~~~~'fiffi"gJ1b;Q-N:E;;J;.9.'86~~~s-:A':tfD~H'f:§'~~WsWE~~~~e~0:&-r·A::.TI~WffF!S~~D'f~~-:-::-~~~;:":'~· 

.. SI.GNATURES OF. THE POW'S F.R0W ... ,. HHICH .. P.LANNED·· T.O.SEND· TO THE . 
-----.. - ·-·--.... ·-- U-. S·• ·-G0V·E-RNM·EN-T,-·----.. SA-H>-'FHA-T-· HE-,-------, --AND- ·'·--·---·--HAD-IRAV.ELED-JO .. A-------------------- .. 

. POINT LOCATED ABOUT 20 KILOMETERS (KMS) DISTANT FROM' .SEPONE (XD' 32.44) 
DISTRICT ALONG ROUTE NINE IN· THE. DIRECTION OF' VIETNAM... . 3:A.:ID THA.T 
WHEN THEY ARRIVED AT TqE POINT ALONG ROUTE 

-·--·---.:N·IN-E~-·-· I;EF-T-TH'E-R0:A:J:>--0N·-F00T--T-R-A·V·E-I:.-I·N.G..-T-fl-T-HE-SOU=FH-. ----------· 
• SAID THAT HE WAS DIRECTED TO WAIT AT THE ROAD. . RETURNED TO 

ROUTE NINE AFTER ABOUT FOUR HOURS AND CLAIMED TO HAVE PERSONALLY 
SIGHTED THE POWS, BUT SAID HE WAS UNABLE TO "DO ANYTHING" BECAUSE OF 
A LARGE NUMBER Of LAO PEOPLE'S ARMY (LPA) SECURITY FORCES AT THE 
"INNER AREA'' AND THE. PRESENCE OF PEOPLE'S ARMY Of VIETNAM (PAVN) 
SOLDIERS AT·THE "OUTER AREA" WITHIN A TEN KM RADIUS Of THE CAMP. 

TOLD . . THAT PLEDGED TO RESCUE THE POWS WHEN OPPORTUNITY 
PERMITTED. 

3. ,1A.D INVOLVED THEM-
SELVES WITH THE ALLEGED POWS IN EXPECTATION OF RECEIVING A REWARD AND 
RESETTLEMENT IN THE U.S. c==J'S.ATTITUDE CONCERNING THE POW'S WAS ONE 
OF. CONFIDENCE THAT TH[. STORY WAS TRUE. THE PERIOD WHEN THE ALLEGED 
POW'S WERE MOVED INTO LAOS COINCIDED WITH THE MUTUAL COOPER·ATION 
AGREEMENT·SIGNED BETWEEN VIETNAM'AND THE U.S. ON POW/MIA MATTERS.) 

APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 

.. -
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

DIST: 16 SEPTEMBER 1986 

-----------------------·----~---------------------------------
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED J.T END OF REPORT 
-------------------------------------------------------------
COUNTRY: . L..\os /VIETNAM 

SUBJ: 

DOI: 

SOURCE: 

ALLEGED DETENTION OF SIX PRISONERS OF WAR IN 
XIENG KHOUANG PROVINCE, LAOS 

H.A,RCH 1986 

TEXT: 1. AS OF EARLY MARCH 1986, 

, TOLD A KEMBER OF THE LAO RESISTANCE A1D FORMER DETENTION CAMP 
INMATE THAT A GROUP OF SIX AMERIC~~ PRISONERS-OF-WAR (POWS) WERE 
STILL INCARCERATED AT A CAMP LOCATED AT THAM PHA LEUNG (NCA) CAVE 
NEAR PHOU SAO (UG 3918) VILLAGE,-· XIENG KHOUANG PROVINCE. THERE WERE 

··· SEVE,N LPA SOLDIERS SERV:NG AS GUARDS AT THE CAVE· AND ONE NURSE WAS 
ALSO" ASSIGNED TO THE CAVE. ONE COMBINED BATTALION-SIZED LPA AND 
PEOPLE' s· ARMY OF VIETNAM FORCE WAS DEPLOYED ALONG ROUTE 5·· THROUGH LAT 
HOUANG (NCA) TO LAT SEN (NCA), CONTROLLING ACCESS TO THE AREA. 
ANOTHER LPA "SPECIAL FORCE" COMPANY COMPRISING 60 SOLDIER~ COMMANDE;D 

........... ..:. ... :-··· .t·:: ""::--- . 
.. 

·- -·~·- .. ·· ,_ .. _, .... 

~Ai~P~P~R~O;;;;;V~E~D~F~O~·R;;;;-;;;;,;-··--.--·-·--------····-----··--------------·····---··------·------------------···-·----·

RELEASE 'DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 

' - ·-·~-· ....... . 
... ;:) 
;1.. ····'· 



·-·c ~~ 0_1 ~ 4 2-- ------------·---=-----------=======;====-=~~-=: ... -~------==~-----=-=-=:--=--=--.--. :----- -· -·
~:~~~:~:·:;~~~::::.:.;;::::::::-=::;·~:?-;;·'"::·:~~~;,:~::e':":;~~::;:;;~:::~:::;.~;;:;k;~;~:;~~:':::~:;:::.:;~:;~; 

~~~~~d::~--=,~:W:"*:Lf~~"ff~~~;.l1~6ftn3:iifoJr=ti~\t'-;{t~~~'il'i's·"-:--1=~~:"~~§g;~E.s::~ 
· · DISTAN-T' FROM THE .. C.-WE. THE GENERAL AREA WHERE. THE CAVE. WAS: LOCATED, . . . _ 

----- -----------·----· ·NE.AR·--rHE--Jo'I NrSOCIA:LTST"REP UB'L"rc·-bl<' -v tE:tN'AfCTsR v.)"-A.Nri-TP"oif-ao-RDER·,---:---~-:--- .. -- .-- ~ 

. WAS A VACATipN f.,RF;;; FOR LEADERS OF .. THE __ THREE '.'INDOCHINESE" COUNTRIES, 
AS WELL AS AN IN-FORMATION CENTER FOR THE INDOCHINE~~. COUJ{TR~~~·- ___ ... 

2. 

ORIGINALLY. TOLD OF THE SIX POWS BY 
HAO. BEEN 

. IN 1977, THAT HE HAD TRAVELED TO ·XIENG 
KHOUANG PROVINCE TO INVESTIGATE THE POW CASE AT THAM PHA LEUNG CAVE. 
ACCORDING TO fHE SIX AMERICAN POWS ~~D TWO ROYAL LAO ARMY 
(FAR) T-28 PILOTS ~~ BEEN ARRESTED AND DETAINED AT THE CAVE. AFTER 
THE PATHET LAO HAD SUCCEEDED IN "LIBERATING" LAOS AND THE PEACE 
AGREEMENTS SIGNED, THE POW GROUP WAS TRANSFERRiD TO LONG (UG 3512) 
VILLAGE, HOUA GNON CANTON, PEK (UG 1251) DISTRICT, XIENG KHOUANG . 
PROVINCE. THE POWS WERE USED AS LABORERS. TO PLANT CROPS UNDER. THE ... 
~~!i}~_'2_1:_ OF ___ !_H_E_ ~~YE:'i.__ L_P ~ _ SO..~P.~ERS AND THE NU~SE ~ 

ACQ: 

.. --.... 

(10 SEPTEMBER 1986). 

' _ .......... - ··:::-:·-~ :-· -·· 

--.. -·--·----.. -··---·-·----·-~-
!APPROVED' FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 

J 

.. -··-····-.. -:···-··. ·-· .... . ....... --~··-;::-". ·-: -~-
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;::;r.::-...:c";!~:: .... :!rl' 

-------:--------·-:.:;,._;.....;_:;..,~.;,;,-_..:,..---··-·-· 

MSR. . PAGE-'0'001 
SEP 86 

----------------------------------------------------------------~---------------· 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
=-7.-.::w-::-.------------.---------------------------------------------------

DIST: 24 SEPTEMBER 1986 
-----------:-------------------------------------------·-------
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END Of REPORT 
.--------------------------------------------------------~----

COUNTRY: 

SUBJ: 

DO.I: 

SOURCE: 

LAOS 

INFORMATION ON MUANG NGOY, LAOS, LOCATION OF AN ALLEGED 
AMERICAN POW SIGHTING 

AUGUST 1986 

------------··-·--... --............ ------------·-·-----------------~·-------~··-·-·-----~-··----N---~--· .... -~ ... - .. ----·-----... ··----... --.--
APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 ~-\ 



. . --·--·. -···-.. :--···· ~ . ' 

~~~~~~~~~:~j~~~~~~~~~~-::=.~~~~~i~~b-:~7~'""·--:-.-~~=~~~~:;~ .. : ..._. . ·---·----:r ACCORDitiG TO . . . 

ON 1'7 A~G.!J§I ___ J9..a_6_, ___ IHERLWAS.-Aaou.:r-o-N-E··BA·HA-H0N···eF-P~vN-TRoop·s· IN·-:-~···""-----.~---.··-
-------· ... YHf.GENERA:L.VICIN·ITY· OF'MUA:NG NGOY. THERE' WAS A PAVN 'UNIT-OF UNKNOWN' 

STRENGTH STATIONErY- TN HUANG NGOY •· THE' TOWN ·oF .HUANG NGOY .HAD. ABOUT 
200 FA.MILIES. A. BRIDGE OVER THE NA./1 OU RIVER, WHICH WAS LOCATED IN 
HUANG NGOY, HAD GUARD BUNKERS LOCATED AT EACH END. IN THE PAST, c:::=J ______ _ 

------------ HAD_HEARD-T.HAJ--T-HER-E--H:A:B-B·&&N-SOV-I-ET"-AND-CUBAN-ADVlSORS·-·n;r---------
MUANG NGOY. PRESENTLY, THERE WERE ONLY VIETNA.MESE ADVISORS IN HUANG 
NGOY. 

3. HUANG NGOY IS VERY IMPORTANT DUE 
TO ITS LOCATION. ROAD TRAVEL FROM XIENG KHOUANG, HOUA 
PHAN, LUANG PRABANG AND OUDo'MSAI PROVINCES PASSES TF:fROUGH HUANG NGOY. 
THESE ROUTES ARE VERY IMPORTANT TO THE MOUNTAINOUS AREAS DEVELOPMENT 
COMPANY, WHICH USES THEM TO TRANSPORT OPIUM FROM THESE PROVINCES FOR 
THE LAO GOVERNMENT, TO.AREAS WHERE THE OPIUM CAN BE SHIPPED TO 
THAILAND AND OTHER COUNTRIES. THE VIETNAMESE AND LAO GOVERNMENTS HAD 
PLANS TO BUILD A HOSPITAL, SCHOOL, AND OTHER BUILDINGS IN HUANG NGOY. 
THERE ARE SEVERAL CAVE COMPLEXES IN THE HUANG NGOY 

AREA. PHAKEO (TH 5919), AND PHAKOU (NCA), ARE THE PRIMARY CAVE 
COMPLEXES IN THE AREA. THE MERCHANT, WHO WAS FROM LUANG PRABANG 
PROVINCE AND HAS TRAVELED WIDELY IN LAOS, HAD NEVER HEARD ABOUT 
A.MERICAN POWS IN THE HUANG NGOY AREA .. 

4. I . I WHO TRAVELED THROUGH MUANG_N~OY AND SPENT THE 
NIGHT OF 03 AUGUST IN HUANG NGOY, · 

---- , REPORTED THAT .MUANG NGOY WAS SITUATED ON BOTH THE EAST AND 
WEST BANKS OF THE NA./1 OU RIVER. THERE WAS ONE PLATOON OF PAVN TROOPS 
WHO GUARDED THE BRIDGE OVER THE NA./1 OU RIVER LOCATED AT HUANG NGOY. 
ON THE EAST BANK OF THE NA./1 OU, HUANG NGOY CONSISTED-OF ABOUT 20-3o' 
HOUSES AND THREE NOODLE SHOPS, WHERE THE REFUGEE ATE DINNER. THE 
ROAD THROUGH TOWN HAD BEEN BUILT BY THE CHINESE .AND WAS SURFACED WITH· 
TAR. THE BRIDGE WAS CONCRETE AND HAD ONE CONCRET~ GUARD HOUSE LO~ATED 
AT EACH SIDE OF THE BRIDGE. THE REFUGEE WAS TRAVELING WITH A CIVILIAN 
CONVOY ENROUTE fROM SAM NUEA (VH 0057) TO SAVANNAKHET (VD 7331). THE 
CONVOY TRAVELED TO HUANG NGOY ON ROUTE SIX. THE TIGHTEST SECURITY ON 

. THE ROUTE WAS FROM HUANG HIE./1 (UH 3021) THROUGH HUANG NGOY. THE 
REFUGEE WAS TOLD THAT THE. REASON FOR TIGHTER SECURITY WAS RESISTANCE 
ACTIVITY IN THE AREA. . 

5~ ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE NA/1 OU, HUANG NGOY CONSISTED OF 
ABOUT 100 HOUSES. ALSO CONNECTED TO HUANG NGOY WAS A VILLAGE OF ABOUT 
200 HUTS. ALL HOUSES IN THE TOWN WERE OF WOOD CONSTRUCTION AND WERE 
ALL ONE-STOREY. IN WEST HUANG NGOY THERE WAS A SMALL STATE SHOP. THE 
PAVN TROOPS WERE BILLETED IN WEST HUANG NGOY, WHICH WAS BORDERED ON 

····--... ~····.··· ~.~ .. 

[A"PPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 

- . 
••~•- ••- ••==.,.:··~ ·•--,-•w-
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~~~~~~~~~ . - ··-· ~~~~~~~~~~~i~~~;.~~~J~~~~1l~ig§.§;§&~~~;i';,. ... ~.?.r~::g£~~?~== 
t\ . Tfu\T:!-Htli'tNG~NGOJ'""-llAD-E"CE'CTRTc-P"OWER:----:i\XY[GHT .. FOR .. 

. ABOUT' TWO OR ·THREE HOURS. THE WOOD· HOUSES IN WEST HUANG' NGOY WERE FOR. 
-.!. •. ·- .... - ·• -· ..... ··-··p·EQPtE·-\iiHO-WORKED' 'FOR-THE--GOVERNMENT--AND Ar·.-rHE--STATE--SH(iP.:--rH'K--. -·-:--· ~--:---- ----

. ··-- REFUGEE S-:fAT.f;D )'HAT A _CARGO BOAT ~A$.-... LOCATED ON THE EASLBANK OF. TH.E: 
NAM OU. 

5. THE CONVOY WAS NOT STOPPED AT THE BRIDGE AND NO ONE 
----------quESTTONED-THER-oR-CHECKED-oN·-rHEi-1 wiiiLEtli'EYWEREIN-HUANG NG6Y-:--------------

THEY SLEPT IN THE TRUCKS AND ~UBJECT OBSERVED NOTHING UNUSUAL IN THE ' 
TOWN. THE REFUGEE DID N')T HEAR ANY RUMORS OR INFORMATION ABOUT 
AMERICAN POWS IN THE HUANG NGOY AREA • 

·-· -····~ ....... ·.··. - .... ... ·-··· ·.-· ~:::·:-... 

----·---~----- ... --··-···--·-----·-·-··-·-·-... --·-·~-·----·-.. - ____ ., ______ ... --·-····-
!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 
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CENTRAl INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

--7'- =-=-."':"_- :.:.:_-:--- ---= ~-:::.:::.=:.::------------ -_:------ --------------- -·--

DIST: 16 SEPTEMBER 1986 

---------------------------------~--------------------~------EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED A~ .END OF REPORT 
--------------~----------------------------------------------

COUNTRY: LAOS · 

SUBJ: ALLEGED SIGHTING OF FOUR AMERICAN POWS IN XIENG 
KHOUANG PROVINCE, LAOS IN 1983 

DOl: NOVEMBER 1983 

SOURCF--- -- -------

TEXT: 1. IN MID-SEPTEMBER 1986,! REPORTED THAT HER 
BROTHER HAD SEEN FOUR AMERICAN PRISONERS-OF-WAR. (POWS) .. I.N NOVEMBER 

_- . THATHEWASf WITHA[ CONVOYTRAVELINC...FROM 1983 IN~ I ENG KHOUANG PRO~ I~:~· LAOS ~:~ B~~TtER , . 
.xI r:.:.NG .. KHOUANG TO SALA PHOUN (TG 3 ) OVEMBER 1983. . 
.. 1·: THE CONVOY PROBABLY TRAVELED ON ROUTE SEVEN.) ONE OF THE.' 
TRUCKS HAD-MECHANICAL PROBLEMS AND THE CONVOY HALTED ON THE ROAD 
ABOUT 50 KILOMETERS FROM XIENG KHOUANG. ONE OF THE DRIVERS WENT INTO 
BUSHES OFF THE ROAD TO RELIEVE HIMSELF. HE WAS APPROACHED BY AN . 
UNNAMED LAO MAN WHO STATED THAT HE WAS PART OF A GROUP WHICH HAD 
ESCAPED FROM A PRISON CAMP AND ~~:F~ :o: ~~:~:T~~c~ THE DRIVER RETURNED TO THE CONVOY AND TOLD 1; JWHO WENT TO 
MEET THE ESCAPEE. THE ESCAPEE TOR . REl THE OfHER MEN 

· IN THE ESCAPEE GROUP, WHICH INCLUDED THREE FORMER ROYAL LAO ARMY 
(FAR) GENERALS, FOURTEEN OTHER FAR SOLDIERS AND FOUR CAUCASIAN MALES, 

WHICH THE BROTHER BELIEVED TO BE AMERICAN POWS. THE BROTHER WAS TOLD 
THAT THE FOUR CAUCASIANS HAD BEEN CAPIURED AT SOM THONG (TG 7924) 
NEAR THE FORMER AMERICAN SUPPORTED BASE AT LONG THIENG (TG 8313). THE 
DATE OF CAPTURE WAS NOT STATED. 

2. THE BROTHER RECOGNIZED ONE OF THE ESCAPEES AS A FORMER FAR 
· · ··· .... , .... · -

1 

~:~: ~ :::r-RllV;AiE) ... P I LOT WHO WAS~. A_ .F R_IJ_ N D 0 F THE. B ~ OTH ~ R. CJ ·: ____________ BROTHER:WAS ASKED TO HIDL.T.HLESCAPEES ON.THE--JRl:JCK'CO.NVOY'. ---- ....... .. 
________ :.:..:.:...:..:_.~~ . A RT T.HEM ... T.O SAFETY ... THE BROTHER STATED THAT HE. TOLD THE MEN 
::-·::-:-;-~;;.i;-~..i,;7.;;,~±;;;;r,']:;n=:..r.B:ER'E;.W:E'Ff.E1:fi(:1;!jf21t.:!N.Y=op~THE'tt~!.I'£~£Ti!ii~~'J;'":"I~'T=~/'A·S:="f0.~::;~1W,~;;~~P:!:J§I7"T:0= . ·-==~-=:-7;:;i~=;;_;.;;.'i~~-""'·~== 
·---·------------- · - - - ·E·M-...l...L..l..:l:::r.u.r:-r.:t:uJ.v.o:-t ..... --1-N-S.T-E.A'-D:.....T.I:I.E..::.S'R:OIHER=:r:o:o:K::O:I:l.L'..Y:.::.T:f.I:EP.J]::OTl- :.-~--~~~..::-:::_':..:~ ~- --~=== 

PPROVEDFIRCDBND ., .. -··-·--·-- \T HER BROTHER IMPLIED THAT THE FORMER 
RELEASE 'oA TE: 
2-Dec-2013 
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. . 
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PI-LOT HAD EVENTUAU Y E·SCAP·E.D AND WAS· S·AFE .. I•N ANOWER 80UNTRY· • 
. WA'S. UNABLE TO REMfMBER ANY:.:Q.T.HER O.ETA.I LS OF .THE'-STORY. 

--------;====================~~-------,--·---------------·-

·-·--···~·--·--·""-~'"-·-·------·-·--... ··----·~--.. -·-·-----.. -----·-·-MO~·---- .. ··---··---------·-----·---~---·--··---------------~··-~--··-----
!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

·-. 
DIST: 16 SEPTEMBER 1986. 

EXCLUSIVE DJSS~fliNATION TO ADD~ESSEES LISTED AT END ·oF REPORT 
-------------------------------------------------------------
COUNTRY: ·LAOS/VIETNAM 

SUBJ: 

DO I: 

SOURCE: 

ALLEGED DETENTIO~ OF SIX PRISONERS OF ~AR IN 
XIENG KHOUANG PROVINCE, LAOS 

MARCH 1986 
,. 

TC'LT! ._.1 •. AS OF EARLY MAR_CH_l986, 

----- -·-··-------

... 

·-.- . -
. , TOLD A MEMBER OF THE LAO RESISTANCE A~D FORMER DETENTION CAMP 
INMATE THAT A GROUP OF SIX AMERICAN PRISONERS-OF-WAR (POWS) WERE 
STILL INCARCERATED AT A CAMP LOCATED AT THAM PHA LEUNG {NCA) .CAVE : 
NEAR PHOU SAO (UG 3918) VILLAGE, XIENG KHOUANG ~ROVINCE. THERE WERE 

. SEVEN LPA SOLDIERS SERVING AS GUARDS AT THE CAVE AND ONE NURSE WAS 
ALSO ASSIGNED TO THE CAVE. ONE COMBINED BATTALION-SIZED LPA AND 
P~OPLE'S ARMY Of VIETNAM FORCE WAS D~PLOYED ALONG ROUTE 5 THROUGH LAT 
HOUANG (NGA) TO LAT SEN (NGA) , CONTROLLING ACCESS TO THE AREA • 

. ANOTHER LPA 11 SPECIAL FORCE 11 COMPANY COMPRISING 60 SOLDIERS COMMANDED 
BY CAPTAIN ( (TH I EP)) SOUTH I DET, WAS DEPLOYED ABOUT TEN KILOMETERS 
DISTANT FROM THE tAVE. THE GENERAL AREA WHERE THE CAVE WAS LOCATED, 
NEAR THE JOINT SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SRV) AND LPDR BORDER, 
WAS A VACATION A~EA FOR LEADERS OF THE THREE 11 1 NDOCH I NESE.'' COUNTRIES, 

-· ALW.HL,AS AN. INFORMATION CENTER FOR THE INDOCJ:LU'J_ESJ_ .COUNTB.I.ES ..... ---· 
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--- -- -- · ;~~iN-G:PRo:~:ro tNVE~~i GATiTHf POw"~;:~~';:f~<?~I~'~~1'(:0~~G~A~E .-;~c--·-: _______________ ,__ 
. ACCO.RD LNG T:Q. ---· .. ... fHE S-1-x AMERICAN P.OWS A·ND· TWO· ROY'A'L. LAO~- ARMY 

(FAR) T-28 PI LOTS HAD BEEN ARRESTED AND DETAINED H THE CAVE. AFTER 
THE PATHET LA01 HAD SUCCEEDED IN 11 LI BERATI.NG 11 LAOS AND THE PEACE 
AGREEMENTS SIGNED, THE PC'.V GROUP WAS TRANSFERRED TO LONG (UG 3512). __ _ 

----------V-1-1:1:-AG:E-, H0l:J·A--G·NON-·<;AN'TON·;--p E-K--;-(tJG-·n·s·r)-D"I"STRTCT-;-x I ENG K H 0 UA N G 
PROVINCE. THE POWS WERE USED AS LABORERS TO PLANT't~.OP.S __ U.NDER THF. 
CONTRO~ Qf THE_~gv~~-L~~-~0~~!~~~-~~D_T~E NURSE. 

ACQ: (10 SEPTEMBER 1986). 

L_ _____________ __,__ _____________ _ 

-·- ·-~ ··~·-: ~ -· .. •oo~ ·~ 00 -··.·.:···· OM';"-.- 0• 
• '. • ••••• 8 ·.- ..... - ·-:·· .. 
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Defen~e Intelligence A~en~Y · HEHORANDUH FOR: 

. . Pr inc ipai Adv-isor· for Pr i'sqn .. ~:!r of War 
·--·---'·-·---'--~--~~..:_..:.. ________ .:.J1Js s in g in Action Affair-s· .. ' · , · · .. · . · . . 
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. ·. 
'• 

SUBJECT . 

Dep~rtrnent of Defense · : 
Director, Vietnam, .Laos and ~ambodia 

Burea~ of East Asian ~nd ~acific Affairs~ 
Department of State ·· 

O·ffice o.f the Assistant. to t:he President for 
Nat:.onal Security_Affairs; 
National security Council· 

Director, National Security.Agency . 

Reporte~ Detehtion of 16 Americans in 
Laos-A6c.iend urn 

.. . :_: .. ·_:·:._; :-· 
: .... :::·' 

... ·:,,:~<}.:.:.i·,;·; The ·attached add.i.tional information ls from th~· ~-;~;:ce. ·o·'f.: 
_;. . . . :. in .. :·resr.:onse to follow-up P.!quircmer.ts ie.v.ied ··.- · ,. 

u·:;:x?n-·h is'·subsource/ . .....:~.:-----·--· · ,·,··i'.:/· 
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-----~--'---

, ...... , ..... .. . / ____ ....,__..c...:., ____ _ 

.. . ,·' -----·-- ----·--
____ , ___________ ,_, ______ .... 

•t •••• 
~-------- ----· ·- ..... -- . 

...-· ::.· • ..:: ~:: ;" :~· L: .·· :: !. 

··~ •i . . 

::. ..... 

· .. ·· ... 
...... 

~:"::'~~~;;;;,;;;;:;;:;::::;;--·---:---... 
PPROVED FOR 

RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 

~ . --·" 

o~~r~ _oirectd~ 'fbr 

. ' 

' 

·, \ J 

~·a.g .. e.· .l. o f 3 
' 

.. .. 

- .:"'_ .. , __ , 

Operations 



. c 0 6 0 0 12 4 2 -·····-··-.. ·· .... ------------~------- ------------ .. ---------·------------ ·-·· ........... ---------------·-------- --- .. 

...,..~,,, ....... .,.•.,~,., . .._,,."'"-...u,.:..~",.. .... ,~::t·~•:.,.,.a-r...,-t,..,.o:..:r...,.•,.-....__.,..\, ... -"'•rr'>ll,;"<'::\>-,:.--.:...•l"':!o".-~l'ob.!•"'W."h1.1...,....,.,........-...,...,.,.,.. .. ..:.,"'""',"' ..... ""-..,....:•.::o--"<!t:..r":..,;(~}-.•:!P..!l:':n'•,;..•.l~•.:::-r•.,::>l'r""''\'•,-,--t'!+,•'f",-:J.-,u-.n-<:.>;-.-_. .. .':>n'.OC::!,..._..!.~i>:.\!::.foM-o!Jo'i~~""""' ... ,........, ... _,...,.. .. ,.,:;;rr-.:;r:-<-.:"'-'".A"'"'.:rl">~•.•«1~':: ··~rlrl;.:"1' 

::.:-::::-~·.-:-:~~~;.;-:::-:.--· --U ... ;~ '.:..;;.:·:;.:;_.;:_.!.~··-·~ ... --::-.:. .. .:.i::._ . ~.::.:..~..._.._._:_-::.. ... :~_ .. : ... .;.-~~ .... - J • ..::..:...·-:e .. p:..--:.- .. :,.; ~-:.::-:: .. =~.:--· .. :_, :..·""'' .. :.;..~~:::---·: ;._;· ..... .:..~ ..... :~.::~ .... - .. . :.....:.~:... '._ _.._ _.:; 

• --·---- •••- ,.., ,.., ---•---·--•--·--•·--••--•·•-•--•- ·-w·------••••-•••-•·--•--•• '•- •-----·••-••--• ... ,.._, ... ,_ ....... _._,_,, .. ,_,..,,_ ·----·--·--·--• --~--·~•·--~ •·~~---••- ·-----~-• ~-·--~- •-

Attachment-: Report as Stated 

Page 2 of 3 

~~~~~~~~~~;;;;;;;;;;--·-----... -··------.. --·-------·------.. -··------··---·----·--------··--...;.--·---------·------------
APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 



-----S·l'-&J-E<::-T----------:-· __ R.e.po_r_t,g_Q_ __ _g_e t_e_11_t ion o E 16 Americans in Laos . ---------·-·--·-·····-. 
_____________ , _____________________ _: __________ _ 

TEXT: 1. Or. 22 J.uly.l985, a 
above.~eading and numbered 
~---~reported the following 
further disc~ssion with 

information report with the 
·- .. as issued. c::=J 

additional information, based ·on 
in ~arly August 1986. 

2. The American POW detention camp is. at Doi Nang Lio, also 
kn::wn as Tham Mae Mai (Widow's Cave}, which is in the area of 
Muang Ngoy (.TH 585915). There is a road linking Oudomsai via 
Tasseng Phra That to Tasseng Don Lao of Muang Ngoy. This is a new 
r o ad b u i 1 t b y t h e V i e t n a m e s e i n l 9 8 4 w i· t h . a· l e n g t h o E 3 6 
kilometers. The roa.d circles.around Mucng Ngoy pistrici:. office 
and merges w i t h the m a in r o ad to M u a n.g N a M o , . M u an g N goy h as s i x · 
(sic) ?assengs: Ng,ay, Ncm Lat, Ban Mo,.· Nong sl..ng, and Don Lao, . 
which is where the POW Cdmp is located.· · 

No coordinates were given .for the 
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SUBJECT Reporte~ Detention of 16 ~ericans in Laos 

TEXT: According tol who claimed 
to have visited the site, as of April 1986, there lo'as a detention 
camp containing 12 male and four female American prisoners located 
at Ban Don Lae (1e:r TH SOBS), Ntoy District, Luang Prabang 
Province, Laos. _said the prisoners lo'ere being 
held in a cave tRa lo'as usee oyhe Pathet Lao and Vietna~ese 
during the Indochi~a war years. Eight Vietnamese and 14 Lao ran 
the detention camp. There lo'ere three trucks assigned to the camp 
which .,.,err us:d to take the prisoners outside the camp to lo'Ork 
everyday._ _ jsaid eight of the prisoners lo'Orked 

"'"'"'"""""'repairing eng1nes and tour taught engine repair to the Lao. The. 
fo\j'["''f\?'m'a·n!'s"wor'k'ed as·nurses. The workday was 0800 hours to 1800 
hours daily. The LPA soldier claimed that the Americans had been 
in Laos since before.the communists took over the country. The 
LPA soldier said the Americans were confined in harsh conditions 
even though they had vorked hard 'to'hile in captivity. 
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Missing in Action Affairs 
(Internatiqnal Security Affairs) 
Department of Defense 

Director~ Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia 
Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs 
Department of State 

Office 0f the ~ssistant to ~he President for 
N·a t ion a 1 · Sec u r i t y A f fa i r s 
National Security Council 

Director, National Sec~rity Agency 

SUBJECT 
Reported Sighting of America~ Prisoners in Laos 

....... ,, ... , ............. .. ................ 
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SUBJECT 
Reported Sighting· of A.merican Prisoners in Lc!!OS 

~EXT: In a private conversation with friends and relatives in 
mid-1-.pril 1986, _ stated that in ll"lid March 
she had se~n seven People's Army of Vietnam (PAVN) guards 
controlling three caucasians eight kilom~~ers east of Huang Ngoy 
(TH 5891) along the main road. said at first she thought they 
were soviet advisors but then noticed that two of the three 
prisoners wete wearing leg irons. Lo~al residents later told he: t~e me~ were American prisoners captured prior to 1972. The men 
were about 150 meters [ro~ the roa~. At the time as traveling 

from Son La, Vietnaffi, 

""'''''''''"'''"'.. .... . .... . . . . . . . 

:·:··· 
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1. 

obtained 

refugee-observed an 
apparent detention camp in Saravane Province, Laos, which a 
local village militia chief told him contained 23 American 
Prisoners of War. 

2. This very seositive information is for your 
background use only. There will be n~ further distribution of 
this report and additional dissemination or extraction of this 
information requires_prior a?proval from this Agency. DIA is 
authorized to pass ~his informati6n to the Joint Casualty 
R e sol u t ion C en t e t· ( J C R r 
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SUBJECT: 

TEXT: 1. 

. :-~ 7 .. \ : 

IdP.ntification of Possible u.s. Prisoner oE 
War Camp in Saravanc Province. Lao People's 
Democratic Republic 

Circa March 1983, 
a r:;ilitia chief 

claimed that there is a Prisoner 
of vlar (POW) Camp located at the foot of ;lgoua :·\ountain (NCA), 
apprcixi~ately 25 kilometers south of Kadon V!llage· .. According 
to there were 23 American prisoners of ~ar (POW's) 
detained in the camp. Prior to 1975 the came co~tained 25 
~~erican POW's, but two had since died. said that Kadon 
Village is responsible for growing food for the camp and 
insisted that he had personally seP-n the POW's on numerous 
occasions while escorting food convoys to the camp. 
added that the militia forces oE Cha0an Vill~ge (YB 2197) were 
actually responsible for security at'the cam?· 

• .... • ... ~ ·: •• ..! •• 

" ........ . ... . ........ 
:~. 
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camp to him. According tc . ·the camp consisted of four 
buildings and was surrounded by a fence and.a canal. 
did not claim to see any of the POW's. Both Chavan and Kaden 
Villages have been unde~ the influe~ce/control oE the 
Communist Pathet Lao since circa 1954.) 

3. account is the 

fi~st believable sto~y on the possibility of live Ame~ican 
POW's in the LPDR that has been heard since 1975.) 

.... ·- ... ~ ... : .. . .... ... . ~ ~· :. .: . 
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SUDJECT: 

t ""r Collection 11anagerr.ent 
Assistan~ Vice circe or ~·~ 

Department of c~fense 
Direclor, Vietn~~. L.aos ~nd Kampuchea . 

• and ?acific Affatrs Bureau oE cas':: lls·tan-
oepart~cnt of State 

Sightings of Six Alleged U.S. 
in a Detention Camp Near T~;i'JO 
~lorthern Laos .. -·: 

p r i saner :;-o f-l·ia r 
La Har:1let in 
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S-i 9 h t i ng s o E ·Six ;.,1"l1.:g e d -~-:~-~~-:·;·~-~·;;~~&~~-~bf-~W~~---;:-~---a-:· ------- ··-- .... ------·-------
Detention camp ~~cat" Thao La .H.:~f.iiet in N0::-thern·La-os :;:'jBJECT: 

':'-SXT:-1-;--I-n---l-a-t;:e-AO-t"-i.L.L9 8 2., . saw a tot a 1 of.· six a l-l~ged"--u··.-s--:--pr.--cs-:;')"n·e·c·s·-o·f.-wa-r:-( .. P-O.w..:..s_) _ __g·t .-9. 

~etention camp in a small valley of Thao La Ha~let, Houa Phan 
?covince, in noctilecn l.aos (grid coocdinatr:>s 20"dcgcr:es north 
!.atitude, 104 dcqrces ·~ast ",\ecir:lian). On :<:5 Apcil , sa '•' four t a 11 C au cas ian s 

· .. :ho were said to be u.s. ro·,.;•s ~~.::ing cscoct£d by t·..;o s~all Asian 
-:jUacds [rom the prisonecs' house oE detention to the·camp oEfice. ~n 27 Apcil 3aw two bl8cks who were also said 
to be u.s. POW's carrying bamboo baskets on their back being 
escorted u a hill b a guard to carry out their labor duties. 

made the obscrvat-.ior1S from a steep hill at 
a Valley where the d0tention ca~P was 

·the men theY ~ad seen were u.s. POW's. He sa1d the ca~o held 
about 50 su~h POW's who had re~entlY been transferred t; the camp 
from an unknown location.) [ J Presumably the 
guards were Lao people's oemocratLc RepublLc (LPDR) .personnel.) 

2. The camp was located access the valley to the southeast 
of Thao La Hamlet. ~he house oE detention was a long, thatched 

..................... hous!= ... ~.ith a small front yard. It stood between two smaller 
houses wi'tJ1'"'\./',3.'11's""rlj::i'de"'of"t'imber;· apparently the camp office and a 
guards' quarters. The camp was surrounded by a trench and a fence 
bE closely posted, pointed wood poles. Th~o La Hamlet had about 

50· small houses located- next to a creek. 
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. n--incio;·l -.~:~·;i~o~ f~r f'::isoncr of \:Llr 

SUBJECT 

·~and i:issinq in 1\ction Affai!:'s 
(International Security Affair~) 
Office of the Sccr~tary of Defense 

nirector, Victna~, L2os nn~ Ka~p~chea . 
Eurcau of East Asian and PacLfLc Affatrs 
nepart~ent of State 

Alleged sightin~ of Live u.s. Pr~soner~ o; 
\iar in the tao People's nemocrat.:.c Repub1tc 
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Rf.PO.R'i.' ,. 

-------··--~-l:i-P.J-f-.. G.T-:.--.'~.Ll~~CT cd S i C1 h t in q s o f Live tJ. S . r ri s ~ncr s o f. \: cJ -r 
i n t h e·-·r, a o ~pear r-c-•- s·-n c·!'10 e·t:'-o-t-i.c-BD.!W.b.U.£.. ... .....:.. ·~----------------------

wos in the ~-rca of Ran (villa~cl Song wh~rc several ~~r:~bcrs 
of the .vere attcnrlin<J a propa<Janda session. Accon'linCJ to 
an ethnic Lao · wh6 WcJS p~csent 
in that village, two caucas1ans ana s1X People's ~rny of Vietnn~ 
(PI\Vtl) solC'liers v1e-ce at that session. one of the Caucasians \vas 
giving a sPeech in r.ao praising the !,PDP regime. [ . ] I J . C'li~ not explain why he helievcC'l that thn two 

Caucasians were u.s. Prisoners of vlar (pm;• s). l 
w----•·•·--

? . nn 25 Februarv 1983, 

inforr:~eci 
that tl,ere were four u.s. POW's beinq 

''"""'~'""" held at the Nadena Prison in the r..PDR. """r.1e'r.1'ber'"~'t\~ft'tl'C.1'"th'at"'t-hc---rr· i son '"" s cl i vi r1 c d in to two sect ions. one 
part of the p-cison was used to confine Eorr:~er Royal Lao Governr:~ent (RLG) officials and Royal Lao Arr:~y (FAR) officers. 
The other part of the facility was for the four u.s. POW's. one 
of the Americans was ill with "sciatic disease." ~nether u.s. 
P0~·7 was alloweci to look after him. The two other u.s. PO\i's wet"e 
allowed ~o accor:~pany PAVN soldiers who conducted propaganda 
qperations. 10 PAVN soldiers were 

guarding the prison • 

.. ·-- ... ·- -

:. - .. 
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3 . . _ 1. r. c1 i. c a t.'2 c1 t h o.t h t s _ . ·,: a.s 
willing to attempt -to rescue the fo~r American~ without-advance 
funds ~or their efforts, Qnd wo~lrl hold the liiJcrQted t!.S. P0\1's ---------crn-ei-1~-:-.·c g·o·t:-i-a-t-i-0-n-s--E.o.r_.o. r c w <1 rc l w~ r c co r:~p l e ted . [ :J · f J . askccl ho\:1 mud1 nonc~·-t:lYc-------·_: ______ _ 
f'1 igh t c;c t for each lJ. S. PO~l.) ------------

4. clair:~ccl to have r:~ct with 

two u.s. POW's cluring his on0 Rncl one-halE year detention fran 
r.lid-1931 to Jnnuary 1983. . s<1icl t.hCJt the t·..;o allc<Jr:?c'l 
u.s. POi-i's were not incarceroted within the odson -facility but 

were held in.a ne~rby cave. [ ] The 
was not a b 1 e to i c.1 en t i E y c ~ t h c r o E the two a 11 c <J e c1 li . S • P OH ' s by 
nar.1c. He stated that one of their "serial nur:~bcr platPs" was 

available at nan Nondeng (WE2507). The 
cited in Par~graph 2 of this report stated that he would attcnpt 

to recover the plate by 1 April 1983.) 

. ··::.···. '":·-

....... ... 
-···-

--··-------=---~.:..__ ____ _ 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE B JUL 1982 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20505 

ME~IORJ\~DUM POP.: Assistant Vice Director for Collection 
Mi'lnaqement 

FROM: 

Department of. Def.ense 

. . 
Pr~ncipal Advisor for Prisoner of War 

and Missin~ in Action Affairs 
(Internatio~al Secutity Affairs) 
Office of the Secretary of Defense 

Director, Vietnam, Laos and Kompuchea 
Bureau of East Asia and Pacific Affairs 
Department of State 

Deputy Director for operat1ons 

SUBJECT 
Claimed Sightings of U.S. Personnel 
Missing in Action in Laos in the 
Period 1969-79 

NO HARD COPY FOLLOWS 
Attached as of pos~ible interest to you -is a report obtained 

' cc: 
.. ,,._ -- ...... . 

D/DDI State/EAP 
DDI/EAA State/INR 

DOD ~lSA 
or.r._ 

. .......... ; . .,_._ ... 



S U p,J S C T : CLAIM E 0 S 1 G H Tl N G S 0 F U • S • 'PERSON N S L P:-;::O:;S:-;:::S:-;I:-;::"1;-;-;-;--.-.~-, •. ,..._,._ •. , (-t-~-----~----·-
IN AC'r!ON IN LAOS IN THO PCRIOD 1969-70 

2. IN A CONVBRS•TTDN !N THE LAO PBOPL£'0 DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC ( LPOR) HITH .• .• IN FEBRUARY I 961, AN UNIOBNTI ctBD 
LPLA OPFICER SAID THAT HE HAD PRBVIOUSLY BEBN ASSIGNBD TO GUARD 
U.S. PRISONBRS OP WAR (POW'S) MHO WERB INPRISDIED II A CAVE II 
HOUA PHAN (SAM NEUA) pROVINCE. THIS LPLA OPFICBR SAID THAT ALL 
OF THESB POW'S WERE SENT TO THB SOCIALIST RBPUBLIC OP VIETNAM 
( SRV) "IN 1979." THE LPLA OHICBR GAVE NO FURTHGR DETAILS. 

3. ABOUT DECEMBER 1971-'',.miLE 

WAS PILOTING AN H-34 

HF.LICOPTF.R 
HE SF:T·:;rs f\IRCRJ\Pl DOWN oESIOF: t\N AIR 

AMBRICA .uH-1 HBLICOPTBR THAT HAD VIRTUA<.LY BEBN QEMOL!SHBD· THB 
COCKPIT OF THB HELICOPTER, WHICH WAS ON A LANDING zoo• RBING 

. ... ... - --- ' 

FIRED UPON BY HOSTILE FORCES, CONTo\INED THE BOOY OF AN A"ERI.CAN 
'"'"'" PILOT, AND IT WAS APFARBNT THAT PE ',<AS DEAD· ' SAID FIR1'G 01' THE 

""""i'if8WC;"'W H (> .. HAO .. -&!.,a E A 0 Y OVERRUN LA T 5 EN • P REV £NT ED H I M FROM 

RECOVERING TRE e00'f':"""[ J 
WITNESSED THIS INCIDENT.) 

. . .... ~ 

. ·-·· .. . ~ 

RELEASE DATE· 
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BUNKER CONTAINING THREE U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL HAD SUSTAINED A 
DIRECT ENEMY HIT AND THAT T~ESE MEN i-'iF.:R8 NOT SEF.:N TO f.MERGE FROI-\ 
THE BUNKER. (HEADQUARTERS COMMENT: THE EXAC'r TIME FRAME AND 
LOCATION WERE NOT GIVEN NOR ~ERE FURTHER DF.:TAJLS AVAILARLE.) 

5. ABOUT AUGUST 1969 .. :... ::HILF.: FLYING TO PH/\THUNG (TH 
1726) AROUT 50 KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF LUANG PRAAANG,HEARD THE 
DISTRESS CALL OF A DOWNeD U.S. A-7 AIRCRAfT. fOLLOWING THE 
SIGNAL, LOCATP.D A U.S. PILOT, PICKED HIM UP, AND TURNED 
HIM OVER TO AN AMERICAN OFFICIAL AT LUANG PRABANG. \ 

[ ] APPARENTLY NO MIA ·IS INVOLVED IN THIS INCI~D~E~N=T~.~)-----~ 
·. ·---- ------ --·------

.. 
. ..... ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ... ,,,,, \ ~ .. ~' . . . . 

-·~~~;:;==c~!L~:~~~--~~<f~~~---=-~~-- -::---;;;~~~~ ::= 
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DIRECTOR, VIET:\.-\>1, L:\OS .:\:--!D C.-\~IBODL\ 
BURL\U OF E:\ST ,.\SL\;-; ,\\lD p,\CHIC ,.\H:\IRS 

Di:r.wr.tE:--:T OF ST,\TE 

.. . . ---·.-
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RESOURCES A~D I~STALLATIO~S OIVISIO~ 
DIRECTORATE. r:OR I~TELLIGE~CE (RESEARCH CESTER) 

l'lU:.Cll'.:\'t;''.:\DVISOI1 FOR P!dSO:\ER OF \~AR A:--!D 
~.SSI~G 1:\ :\CTTO~ :\FF:\IRS 

(I~TER:-1:\TIO~~ .. \L SECURITY AH:\IRS) 
OHICE OF TilE SECRET,\RY Of DEFE\SE 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR OPER,\TIO~S 

REPORTED SIGllTI:~G OY: :\~IERlC:\:--i PRISO:-.iERS l:-1 

CENTRAL LAOS 

~~T:\CHED AS OF POSSIBLE I~TEREST TO YOU IS 
~---JRESULTI:\G FRO~·! 1:\f-OR:·I:\TIO:\ OBTi\1\ED FRO:! SOURCE I:--1 
~1:\Y 1978. 11/E ARE GIVT~G THIS REPORT :--lO FU.RTHER DISSE:-.IT:--1/\TIO~. 

CC: :--!FAC/NIO 
~FAC/ORP:\ 
:--!FAC/OSR 
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( [0iTER.'!,\TIO:-.l:\L SECURITY AHA IRS) 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DHE:-.JSE 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR OPE~ATIO~S 

REPORTED SIGHTI:\C Of- XIERICX\ PRTSO~ERS T:~ 
CE:\TR..\L L.-\OS 
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./ 

" 

2. FOLL0\0:--!G THE CO~·I~IU\IST T,\KEOVER OF L\OS I\ 

1975, TilE LPDR EST:\SLISHED I.\DOCTRT~ .. \TIO:i CMIPS FOR 

""""'"'""'"""'""'"[Q,~~JI_~ ... ~9.!::\[~ .. ):)9 ... v0.<j,Y~.~-~;-.IE:lT :,1 I LIT A RY ,~\:>;D CIVIL J 1\:.i. 0 F F I C I;\ LS 

AT XEPO:.l :\:-.iD 5:\R,\VA:J, WIIICH 1\:I;RF. LITTLf: ~lORE Tll:\i-: FORCED 

...... _,._: ...... -

__ :··- ... 
... ~; 
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Lt\f30R C .. \~IPS. TilE PRDI:\RY T:\SK OF THE PRISO:-lERS AT TIIESE 

(.:\,\IPS \1:\S Tl!E CO;..JSTRUCTION or ,\ RO.-\D LI:-.!1\I:--;G THE n·o 

TOIIJ;..JS. DURI\G ,~\ ROUTI:JE ROAD SlJRVEY I~ E:\RLY OCTOBER 19i6, 

. CL:\DIED TO ti!\VE SEE~ i\ GROUP OF :\>!ERICA:--! PRISO:\ERS 

BEI:\G HELD I~~ ;\ SFECI.-\L PRIS0:--1 cmtPOU:--JD LOC:\TE:J I~ A ~!OU:-JTAI~ 

CAVE ABOUT 60 KILO~!ETERS :--!ORTH-~ORTIWJEST or 5-\RAVA~. (SOURCE 

cm.e.IE~T: 
PROnDED :\0 r:URTilEfl I:\POR.'!ATim; 0~~ TIIIS 

SUBJECT.) 
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MS::> PAGE. 001 

_____________________________ [ ____________ l~~~-~~-------------------------------

l 
I 

I 
SUEJECT: POW·r~iA: COMM~NTS OF t. LAO OFFICIAL ON TENSIONS BETWEEN LAO 
AN:l U.S. SID~S CC~ .. ':E~Nl''G EFFORTS TO VERIF'f CLAIMED SIGHTING OF 
MISSING U.S. SERViCEMAN 

1_,_, THE I'"QLL:::~IiNG Rl:POC WA~ OBTA!N£0 IN LATE SEPT!::MoC:R 1991 F;<OM 

. :iAIO IN 
LATE SEPTEMBER 1931 THA ,- TENSIONS HAVE INCREASED EE~wEEN TH!:: LAO AND 
U.S. SlOES FOLLOWING t,;N;UCCESSFUL 'EFFORTS IN SEPTEM8ER TO VERIFY THE 
CLAIMED SIGHTING OF A lot~SSING U.S. SERVICEMAN. t.:::CORD:NG roc=J 

I J LAO SEARCHERS FIRST WERE DISPATCHED FROM VIENTIANE TO 
ATTDPEOROVINCE IN EARLY SEPTEMBER, AFTER THE LAD PRIME MINISTER'S 
OFFICE RECEIVED A REPCiH FROM A LAO RESIDENT OF THE PROVINCE \r/!-:0 
CLAIMED TO HAVE S!!::N AN "AMERICA~ SOLDIER" LIVING IN A REMOTE 
VI L~AGE. WHEN 7HE LAO SEARCH T:;AM LOCATED TriE INFCRMANT,. DES.':R IBED 
ONLY AS AN "OLD fi.AN," HE REFUSED TO CONSIDER ESCORTING THE TE~M ON 
FOOT OVER WH.I.T HE 11\'D!CAEO WOULD BE A SIX·OAY ROUNO.=TRIP TREK TO t.NO 
r·ROM THE VILLAGE .,..._,ERE THE CLAIMED SiGHT!NG HAC BEO:N rt.ADE. AFT!:R 
DEMANOING ANO RE':{!V.lNC. p;.·,·MEI<T OF TWO BAHT-WEIGHT (3C.4 GRAfi.S) !N 
GOLD, . PLUS A LAu GvVERt.JMENT PRUMI SE CF MORE IF THE ~IGHTING PROVED 
TRiJE, THE INFORMANT AGR:OED TO CA~RY A CAMERA INTO THE REM::JTE "II LLAGE 
AND ATT_EMPT :ro PH:TDGRtOH THE PERSON Y,'HQM HE CLAIME"· TO HAVE SEEN. 

3. THE INFO><MAN~ ~£TU;(Nc0 ~liTH E·XPOSED F1Lfl., GUT WHEN IT WAS 
DEV!:L:::PED. THe ON:..v RE:::OG~J!ZAS:..E P~DTOG;<APHS S~v/ED uUST TriE ~EGS CF 
AN UNIDENTIFIED PE><SON. THE LAO SEt.;<C,-i TEAM r-;c:.JETHt.LESS DEC!OED iO 
BRING IN U.S. t.U::-'.ORli:ES AFTER FU;(T'"IER INVESTIGAi!ON OF VI!..LAGES I"-1 
A>lSAS M~NTIC~ED !:1' THE IN=::JR~'.ANT TUR"-1!0 UP THE Ei".!STEN·:E OF A ?ER50!-.J 
WITH CAUCASIAr-i F!AiURE~· LIVING IN ON:: OF THe>.! .. WHEN IT 5USSEWENT:..f 
wt.S DETERM!t-;W T...;A 7· TH< Ai?P.I.RENT CAUC:~ S; AN WAS A M!:TI S OF FR£"-::H
ASit.o..; :XT~ACT!ON. THE 'NI'"QR\I,tNT ATTf•.~?HD TC D~NY T·:!T TH!S W~S T>-iE 
PERSON ·.:·<OM HE nt.:J SlGIIED. THE LAD SIDE iOLu THE . 'IFO:<MAr-iT TO KEEP 
CU!ET· AFTER HE C~A:MED THAT THE VILLAGE ~nE;! THE s:GriTING HAD TA~E~ 
PLACE WAS NCT THE ::JNE ,.;HEilE THE METIS Wt.S FOU~:::l O:\J"; viAS Jl,j A V.;.;CH 
MO=lE ;:;:\IQTE l,=lE.~. 

a. ] J TH: U.S. iEA~I SS::A~·1E UPSET \oi!-!HJ 

THE LAO SiDE REFUSED TO CONSIDER F RTHE=l SEA;:;CHES IN AREAS SE'O~~ 
THOSE ALREADY COVE><EO. ATTRIBUTED LAO r'ESITANCE IN THIS 
RSGAr.u TO CONCERN THA"' SU::.H SEAi=!CH:S WOULD Tbll.E .. Ti-i!: U.S. iEAI·~ OVER 
w"HAT THE OF.FtdA:. ·aESCP:!BtD AS THE "FR~E .. ZON!:""·.'ii'LOI'JG T;o:: XEr<ONG · · .... ,_ ........... -· 

PROVINCE BORDER V:!TH v· ETNAM, CESCR!E:C:D TH!S ZONE AS 

:~=~=~.-~~:~:~~~::.E~~~~~~:;~i;~;;~~~·~:g~l:~~-~~~j;~~~;~N~i~~e;~~:1~1Bz~t¥i~er.~~~o=~t+~~P:~~~;:.i~?ti~::-:~~--=-:.~·=:~:-I::~i.,~;:.~~ · ·-w.. I NT .iTNs"'A-·MrClTIR·'I-P''710SENc-E-·;N··THts-A:RE·A:·~·-A·s·-w:=t::c·-·A·s--HJ:r:E Rto:~ENr----:-•• · ' :::.:..-_._...:_ __________ . ________ _;:..._ •. ~-

!APPROVED FOR CAMPS FOR ANTI·GOVE;<N!I.NT RESIS-:-ANCC: ELEMENTS. AS SlJCH, 
RELEASE DATE: SAID THAT LAOS H!S ·N'J :oNTROL ovER Ti-lt: zcr-;E. A~;;) THE LAO SIDE IN -:-HE 

2~Dec-2013 



·-co6001242 -- /{_, ________ ., _______________________ :: . .::.-:: ·.::::::... ... ·- ,, .. , ______ --- ----... -------·-·---·-· ·- ------ ... 

=::-~~;.:;::;_;~~:~~~:~.~~··-~~~--;~;;::;:=:=r.:~~~;,k~~~~~=;==~:::;:;:::==~:H.~~=-==::r~~W.•~;;~=7-.=:::=•:=-:~~~·-~::::::~~~:~~~~~~ 

__...:..:...._:~ . ..:.~~..:.~_:;;,:,::._=- . . ~--. --- ...... --=- .. -- . ., .. . .. -·-

~~~.;~~~~~~~~"i~~~~~~~¥i~;fi~~~;:::~:::j::~~~i";~~~~~--···~~;§::~~~~~ 
MS? 

S~ARCH HAD 1;0 AUTHORITY FRCM THS Lt.O PRIIJ.t: MINI57t:R'S.Oi'FI;:E TO cSTC:'I 
THE AREA w: iH OR \HTHOL.;7' U.s·. PERSC:-.;;'~El. 

5. ( S7CNY BEACH c::::;~IMSNT: A STCNV E~.!.CH OFF !C!:.R •.o/1-iO 
~&RTICIPA!!O !NT~! SE?TE~5C:~ 1~91 INVEST!SATICN IN L~GS COlS ~OT 

- --- .. ----------5·~·t.:-!·E.Y.E-71-'£-•.:::t.e-0E-!:-!·S·E·RA-T-C:-'.:;-o'-H·If\:0E~·E9-HI-S-l·NY.E-S-T-I-t:iA-T-!-GN--IN--At-.'.Y--wA:r •.. ----
!N HIS OP!~;!ON, Tr-E LAO OISPL.A'IEO MC"'E CGC?SRATICN T!-l.l.N USl:lL. THE 
OFF!CER SA:O. THE TEt.M WAS ~JOT AE!..E TO V!S!T ATTO?W PROVH-IC:: eECAt.:S:: 
Cf FLOGDI~..'G ANO r;.:::A.55A2L.E K:C:;)QS. E.t.:T thE L;.O INVITED ThE T:;!M i'C 
RETURN Wi-'E~; THE RCAOS '..JERE DRY. THE ~ERSCN THE T:;:AM wt.1JTEO TO 
!NTERV!Ew 'liAS tJOT LOCATED SIX OAVS A'IIA'I, AS Sl:GGC:STEO !~ THE REPOtF, 
3UT NOT f,'C;;E THAN FOUR OR FIVE HOUkS AWAY. THE TEAM SAo,; PHOTCG::IAPI-S 
OF THIS P!::i<SON, I.JI-I'J WAS f.JCT INTE;<VIEidO:!':. THE OF"!CER DISPUTED T~-<c?. 
CLAIM THAT THE TEI.M '.;lAS UPSET S'i NOT EEH<G .!.SLE TO 'JISIT M:071-!ER 
AREA. THE TEAM ASr<ED TO ViSIT AN AREA M:lT PREVICUSL'I AGRSEO uP':iN SUT. 
OIO :~OT E/.?ECT TO RECEI'.'E AP!:>RO\'AL A~:o OlD N'JT ClS?LA'I M:NO'!.!.NCE .!.7 
THIS .. THE OFi'ICER SAl!:> HE COULD NOT ~OMMSNT ON Ti-'E VERACI'i'l 0~' TH!: 
PARAGRAPH rOUR REASONS FOR NOT ALLOWING THE TEAM iO GO. HE SAlO THAT 
AREAS FOR :NVESTIGATION ARE GENERAlLY AGREED ON PRIOR TO THE TEAM'S 
ARRIVAL IN LAOS, IN PART TO ALL0'-1 TI~AE TC ·t;::;:T APPROVAL FROM 60iH THE 
CENTRAL.GOIJEPr-.MENT AND PROV!:NCIAL LEA!:lERS. REGARDING ?6.RA(,RAPH :wo. 
IN THE OFi'!CER'$ JUCGI-1ENT LAO OFF iClALS WOULD NOT PAY iWO g,l.HT·WE!Gi-11 
IN GOLD FOR PHOTOGRAPHS IF THE'/ 'IIERE TR'fiNO TO SE 08STRt1CT~CN!ST.) 

END OF MESS6.GE 

---- --~----·---··~--·-;·--·-·---·-·----·---..---··---..-·--·-·--~---·-- ... --·----__:_ _________ ·----·-··--------------
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RELEASE DATE: 
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MSO .... PAGE-0001 
L__ ____ _J AUC' 91 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
·-·-------------·-;:::::===============; 

SECREII 

SUBJECT: COMMENTS ON PHOTO Of ALLEGED POW'S ru~D ON LIVE 
POW'S IN'INDOCHINA 

REF: 

1. THE FOLLOWING INFORK~TION.WAS OBTAINED FROM THE SAME SOURCE 
AS THE SOURCE OF REF, HHICH REPORTED ON THE EXISTENCE OF VIET CONG 
(VC) PRISON CAMP BETWEEN SAIGON'AND CAMBODIA. THIS RE?ORT IS BEING 
PASSED FOR YOUR ACTION. 

~~~~~-=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~=-~=-~AS OF EARLY 
AUGUST 1991 HE REGARDED THE WELL-PUBLICIZED PHOTOGRAPH OF THREE 
ALLEGED U.S. PRISONERS OF WAR f.S A HOAX. HE SAID THAT THE U.S·. 
GOVERNMENT HANDLED THE SAD SITUATION WELL, W~THOUT RAISING THE HOPES 
OF THE FAMILIES OF THE MIA'S WHO WERE CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN IN THE 
PHOTOGRAPH. 

3. STATED THAT HE IS ABSOLUTELY CONVINCED THAT· 
THERE ARE NO LIVE POW S IN VIETNAM. HE MADE THIS STATEMENT BASED ON 

·HIS PAST PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT ON THIS ISSUE WITH THE MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS. HE COULD NOT DISCOUNT THE POSSIBILITY THAT THERE 
COULD BE U.S. SERVICEMEN ALIVE I.N· LAOS, BUT REGARDED THIS AS ONLY A 
SLIGHT POSSIBILITY, GIVEN THE PASSAGE OF TIME AND PRIMITIVE LIVING 
CONDITIONS THERE. HE SAID HE WOULD BE HAPPY IF SOME LIVING U.S. 
PERSONNEL TURNED UP IN LAOS, BUT HE HAD LIITLE BASIS fOR SUCH 
OPTIMISM. 

4. SAID 
THAT HE MET A POW NAMED "JOHK'' (LNU), WHO CATER DIED IN CAPTIVITY.. 

PPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 ), .. 



~~-~i~-:~~-~~~.:~~:~~· ~~~~~-'~-;~B;;~:i::i:.:~=:;~~~~~~~CH=cir~~~~~~~~~~~~ii;i 
IN REF REPORT [ I SAID THAT.' JOHN.~ s: LAST' NAME WAS' 

................... _ ....... DAY IS ... O.R ... DA:V .. IES .... ) ............................... _ ........................ · ...................................................... .. 

5·. 

6. CLASSIFIED BY S_IG_N_E_R~_L::::=:::=:::=:::=:::=:::=:::=:::=:::=:::=::=:::~ -------

END OF MESSAGE 

END OF. MESSAGE 

!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 
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SECRET I 

SUBJECT: INFORMATION CN AS OF 1971 
L-------------~ 

THE FOLLOWING RePORT WA~ nBTAINEO IN 1971 Bf 
-~';:,o TASKED AN TO SHOW THf: A CARD 

_CONTAINING A PICTURE OF A U.S. PERSON MISSING IN AC':ION (MIA), 
THE CARD WAS,INSCRIBEO WITH A REQUEST FOR 

INFORMATION ON HIS FATE. THE CARD WAS SHOWN TO CO~-ACTS IN PATHET 
LAO (PL) CC,.,...UNIST CONTROLLED AREAS NEAR "'-JONG PHINE (XD0928), LAOS. 
THE RESPONSES WERE COLLATED IN ONE REPORT WHICH WAS SENT TO OUR 
THEN EXISTING OFFICE IN VIENTIANE. THE REPORT WAS '-OT DISSEMINATED. 
POSSIBLY BSCAUSE SOME STATEMENTS APPEARED DOUBTFUL, SUCH AS THE PL 
HOLDING U.S. PRI~ONERS OF WAR (POW)" NEAR MUONG PHINE. IN FEBRUARY 
1991 REVIEWED THE FILE Alb RECONSTRUChD Hz'S ORIGINAL 
REPORT TO THE BEST OF HIS ABILITY. HE NOTES THAT THE DATES ARE 
APPROXIMATE BECAUSE THEY A~E BASED ON CONTACTS' RECOLLECTION OF 
EVENTS OCCURRING AROUND THAT TIME, SUCH AS THE END OF THE RAINY 
SEASON. 

2. THE PL CAPTORS TOOK TO lot.JANG PHlNE 
(XD0928), LAOS, IN JUNE 1966. ON 3 JANUARY 1967 HE LEFT MUANG PHINE 
AND ARRIVED ON S JA~ARV. AT A PRISON AT MUANG f\()NG (XD6009). WHICH 
CONTAINED ONLY EIGHT OTHER" U.S. POW'S. AT MUANG NONG THE PEOPLE'S 
ARMY Or V!ETNAM (PAVN) CAPTORS GUARDED STRICTLY AI'IO!--'-'H...._E_---, 
SUFFERED VERY MUCH. WHILE THE PAVN GUARDS DID NOT TORTUREl 
HE WAS HELD IN PRISON tl'-ll SUBJECTED TO PROPAGAI'-l>A LECTURES .'--=-pL,-----' 
GENERAL KHAMKONG (SIC) AND PAVN GENERAL TAO (SIC), ~SPOKE 
ENGLISH.' WERE THE ONLY HIGH RAN<ING OFFIC~RS TO INTERROGATE,-------, 
THE PAVN GUARDS OFTEN wERE ANGRY WITH THE POW'S BECAUSE OF U.S. 
BOMBING IN THE AREA. WAS ALLOWED TO EAT AND TALK WITH THE 
OTHER POW'S. BUT WHETHER HE EVER RECEIVED LETTERS on PACKAGES IS 
UN<r---ll...,... BECAuSE HE WAS STRICTL V GUARDE'o, :·iEVER ESCAPED 
FROM EITHER PRISON. 0/o! :2 JA~ARY 1968 A PAVN GUARD NAMED "ON::i (MR.) 
LUI" AND SIX OTHER GUARDS TOOK J JAI-l:> EIGHT OThER POW'S AWAY. 
THE VILLAGERS WERE TOLD .ONLY THAT THE POW'S WERE B6ING TAKEN AWAY 

FOR "TRAINING. • 

3. 

4 ClASSIFIED BY SIGNER. 
I 
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-·------·---·--··SUBJ.ECT.:---REMMNS-,-OOG--TAGS-A·ND-l:;·I·V·E-s·mHTTNG"-"I w-·CiWS---·-----·---·-·--------

REFS: 

1. THE FOLLOWING PRISONER OF WAR ( POW)/MISSING IN ACTION 

(MIA) INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED IN MID-SUMMER 1990 

.. ·-~--~·. -·-- ----------------

2. AT- AN UNKNOWN LOCATION ON AN UNKNOWN DATE A GROUP OF 

SEVEN POW/MIA'S WERE SHOT AND BURIED. ONE WAS A COLONEL IN FULL 

UNIFORM. ONE WITNESS OF THIS INCIDENT TOOK THE UNIFORMS AND 

REBURIED THE BODIES. THE REMAINS AND DOG TAGS ARE STILL AT THE 

BURIAL SITE. ANOTHER HIA INDIVIDUAL (NFI) IS ALIVE AND UNDER 

GUARD, BUT IS AFRAID TO TRY TO ESCAPE. WHEN HE WAS ASKED IF HE 

WOULD LIKE TO GO HOME, HE REPLIED AFFIRMATIVELY, BUT SAID THAT HE 

WOULD NEED HELP TO DO SO. HE IS MARRIED (POSSIBLY TO A LAO) AND 

HAS TWO CHILDREN. 

· .. 3. :PARTIAL DOG TAG INFORMATION ON THESE INDIVIDUALS IS AS 

FOLLOWS. 

PPROVED FOR 
RELE 
2-Dec-2013 

A. SAUL JEFFERY L 

... _:..,,... 
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·BAPTIST' 

c. TR D (SIC) 
·---......:.---------:--·----...:..·------~-~-·-----!...-~-------~-...:---

LEATS A 

= PROTESANT 

D. BOBS 

LANNY D 

BAPTIST 

3. 

4. 

5. CLASSIFIED BY SIGNER. SECRET 
~-------------~------------~ 

:._=;-=~~~~~~~!:E"~!£~~~l.b---~------~tti~!~t~~=-~=-=-~~~~~~~05~~~~~~~~ - ---~~~=---:~±??±~~~~~~-~~-~~ 
~PPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 
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SUBJECT: MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 01~ POW/MIA LIVE SJGHTINGS. 
DOG TAGS AND REMAINS 

I -===·--- : l. ' 
<:::: ....... - ..... 

1 .. THo FOLLOinNG INFORI·IATJON WAS OBTAINEO 
VIETNAMESE BO~T REFUGEE BORDER SMUGGLERS AM• CASU~L SOURCES ON 
POW/Mlt. t.l'J~ SIGHTINGS. DOG TAGS AND REMAINS. INFQ;<:·AATIDN WAS 
PAS. SED A~. NOTED TO JCRC ANO/OR STQN\ BEACH. YOU ARE AUTHOR! ZEfl 
TO USE .THIS INFORMATION WITH JCRC AND STON~ BEACH. 

~·- WE ARE FORWARDING THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON 15 
VIETN~~ESE BOAT REFUG~E SOURCES ANO FOUR BORDER SMUGGLERS wHO 
HAVE PROVIDED VARIOUS TYPES OF LIVE SIGHTING. DOG TAG/REMAINS 
REPOkT!NG ON THE MIA/POW ISSUE. ALL INTERVIEWS WERE CO~TIUCTED 
BY I I WHICH PASSED THE LEADS TO JCRC AND 
STONY BEACH FOR FOLLOWUP ACTION ON THE OATES NOTED BELOW WITH 
NO FURTHER FORMAL DISSEMINATION. 

A. VTFT~A~ESE BOAT REFUGEE 
. l CLAIMED HE SAW AN AMERICAN LIVING WiTH ETHNIC 

IRIBESMEN IN OCTOBER 1983 NEAR OAC TO VILLAGE, BAN ME THUOT 
PROVINCE. THE AMERICAN WAS DESCRIBED AS A CAUCASIAN WITH· 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL RANK \oiHO WAS SHOT DOWN IN 197·2. THERE HAVE 
BEEN MANY STORIES ABOUT AMEIHCANS LIVING WITH ETH'JIC TRIBESMEN 
IN THIS AREA. THEY ARE OFTEN ATTP1RUTED TO AN ~NOlAN 
SUPPOSEDLY LIVING IN THE AREA. ALSO REPORTED THAT IN 
OCTOBER 1984 HE SAW THREE AMERICANS IN SA HUYNH DISTRICT. QUANG 
NGAI PROVINCE. THE THREE AMERICANS WERE WORKING ON AN OIL 
PROJECT ON "HAl NAM" (PROBABLY HAINANl ISLAND WHEN A STORM SENT 
THEM ADRIFT. ONE OF THE AMERICANS WAS JOHN PIERRE. THE SON OF 
A TEXAS. JUDGE. ,e ne EARLY 1985. THE THREE AMERICAI~S WERE 
MOVED TO HANOI. PROVIDED THE NAMES: RONNAL C. LUCSK. RA 
'-,-______ .....J BAPTl ST: JOI-f.J BOY: JAMNE CARTE; RON! E ~'-AR IS. DOG 
TAGS FOR THE ABOVE NAMED INDIVIDUALS WERE TURNED OVER TO MR. LE 
VAN PHJ OF THE INTER!OR MINISTRY IN HO CHI MINH CITY IHCMC ). 
(LE VAN PHU HAD PREVIn•~• v BEEN IDENTIFIED AS A CHIEF INSPECTOR 
OF THE MDI IN HCMC. l WAS MOVED TO PHANA7 NIKHOM ON 20 
JANUAR~ 1988. INFORMATION WAS PASSED TO JCRC ANO STONY BEACH 
ON 9 MARCH 19B8. 

E. VIETNAMESE BOAT REFUGEE 
CLAIMED HEARSAY FROM ..... ABOUT THE 

SINKING OF AN AMERICAN SHIP CFF THE COAST OF ·~nr ~ 1 EN 
DISTRICT. MINH HAl PROVINCE. ACCORDING TO NUMP.FP nF 
AMC:RICAN BODIES WERE NOT RECOVERED FROM THAT VESSEL. · . WAS 
MOVED TO PHANAT NIKHOM ON 20 JA~UARY 1988. INFORMATION WAS 
PASSED TO JCRC AND STONY BEACH ON 9 MARCH 1988. 

C. VIETNAMESE BOAT REFUGEE ' 
-· r• ~JMED AN ACQUAINTANCE HELD THE REMAINS OF ONE 

AMERI"CAN. · SAID THE ACO\:JA!NJ3ANE:F COULD BE CONTA"CTED""-:-'~·· · 

-----------------

THROUGH .HIS FAMILY AT A2/41 HOANG biEU. 14TH QUARTER', 4TH . 

~~~~~~~~£~~~~~~~::.~~k;1~~t~~~~~~~Fo~~~.!~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~!~~~~~~~~~~~~=:"=-~:~~;~B~~~_f~~~:~-=:: ... ~~=~ 
!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 
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ON 9 MARCH 1988. 

0. VIETNAMESE BOAT REFUGEE 
.I, A FORMER ARVN CAPTAIN. CLAIMED HIS SISTER 

---------·--------·---"J HAn---riiii=o'R'MAT'ION-TEfdiJCTACR.EMATI"JS-oF-oNr-

; ... ~ 

AMERICAN. 
t· 

'-::::=-::-:--::-:::-:-::-...,..-:::-:-:--,.-----,----c-c-,.1 I NF ORMATION WAS PASS ED TO JCRC Ar-l) 
STONY BEACH ON 9 MARCH 1988. 

r---------~~~-r~~TNAMESE BOAT REFUGEEr--------
CLAIMEO A NEIGI-IBOR.I I HELD THE REMAINS CF 

"'o'"'"N=E~AM~E=R~I~C-A-N--!AT HIS HOME IN SAlGON.L=:]REPORTEDLY TURNED THE 
REMAINS OV,ER TO GOVERNMENT AUTHODITTI=<:; A1'lJ HOP.ED TO BE 
RESETTLED VIA THE OOP PP.OGRAM. , WAS MOVED TO PHANAT 
NIKHOM ON 20 JANUARY 1988. INFORMATION WAS PASSED TO JCRC AND 
STONY BEACH ON 9 MARCH l988. 

F. VIETNAMESE BOAT REFUGEE ............. -· . .. 
CLAIMED THAT WHILE IN REEDUCATION 

CAMPS IN YEN BAI ANO HOANG LIEN SON HE CAME ACROSS A 'IIHITE 
AMERICAN USING THE NAME "TRAN VAN NAM." AT THE ·HEADQUARTERS OF 
THE 776TH UNIT WHICH WAS RES?ONSISLE FOR CONTROLLING THE CAMP. 

SAW NAM AND A SLACK MAN. ACCORDING TO GUARDS. ·THESE TWO 
AMERICANS VOLUNTEERED TO REMAIN AFTER THE WAR. IN EARLY 1980, 
WHILE IN HOA LO PRISON~ CLAIMED HE SAW TWO AMERICANS (ONE 
YOUNG AND ONE OLD). STATED THAT HE CONTACTED THEM BY 
MORSE CODE AND THE TWO AMERICANS WERE VICTIMS OF A SHIPWRECK IN 
1975 POSSIBLY NEAR CON SON. ¥AS INVOLVED IN SEARCHING FOR 
AMERICAN REMAINS AND CLAIMED INFORMATION ON NEARLY 40 SETS OF 
REMAINS. MOST n~ WHICH ~ERE TURNED OVER TO VIETNAMESE 
AUTHORITIES. ALSO MENTIONED A HELICOPTER CRASH SITE ALONG 
THE SANK OF A RIVER NEAP THJ= BIEN HOA-PHUOC LONG-SO~~ SINH . 
PROVINCIAL BOUNDARIES. PRODUCED ONE NAME BUT WAS NOT SURE 
IT \~AS CORRECT: RUSSEL COCK. NO PREF. 

'liAS MOVED TO PHANA T IIJIKHOM ON ::!0 JAM.Jf~RY 1968. 
INFORMAi!ON WAS PASSED TO JCRC AND STONY BEACH ON 9 MARCH 
1988. 

.. 111nNAMF~> '"JAT REi'UGEE 
. ·:LArt.IEO ro HAVE INFORMATION :;:;OUT TWO 

SETS JF ~MERICAN RE1-IA!i~S EU;<IED [N l:iDC MON. .l1.SO CLA!MEQ 
THAT HIS RELATIVES HELD ONE AI~ER!C.AN DOG TAG. , '.-lAS MOVED TC 
"HANH NIKHDr~ ON :o JANUARY 1988. · '~JFORMAT!ON ',JAS ?IISSED TO 
JCRC :.NO STONY BEACH ON 9 MARCH. 1988. 

H. VIETNAMESE BOAT ~SFUGEE 
CLA!MED TO HAVE SEEN AN AMERICAN BETWEEN 

SEPTEMBER t976 AND :'ESRUARY 1978 .H THE ':.HHE!::RAL [.'l !A!GON. 
THE .\II.ERICAN WAS NAMED .:>AUL. CORN ABOUT 1'353. AND 'HAS Fi<CM 
PENNS'ILVAN!A. PAUL WAS REPORTEDLY AN "!NTERNATIONAL VOLUNTARY 
'STUDENT" 'iiHO ',JAS ALLOWED 10 REMAIN .l.FTER THE 1HAR. CAUL 
REPORTEDLY LIVED AT THE F~UCAULD .'.IQNASTERY ON CUONG DE STREECT. 
HCMC. '.vAS ;.IQVt:D fO ?HANAT NIKHqM ON cO JANUARY 1988. 
'NFORMATION WAS PASSED iO ·..:CRC AND STONY BEACH ON J '-'ARCH 
1'J83. 

I . VI ETNAMF'<:;E EOAT i'EFUGEE 
I ~LA!MED HI~ AUNT 

INFORMA'TI ON· '1N AMERl CAN P.EM4JNS:.;', .. ;·-. ·;: 

I '-iAD 
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.. · -·--.. ·- ·--~-··-c:o:sAccos-. · RA .I !"THE' ·oaG-TAG ''AM:S··-RUBB'iNG·s-·w·ER'E.' TliRN"ED ·u ---· - --·n·- --··---
OVER To· dCRC. WA':;, MOVED TO PHANhT NIKHOM ON 2<j JANUAR~ 
198·!:: INFORMAT!OI>i WAS PASSED-TO JCRC AND STONY BEACH dril' 9 . 
MARCH 198£. 

K. VT~TNAMESE BOAT REFUGEE 
----·--·------·--·_:_--·---~---------------RE-POR+EQ-T-HA:r-HER-F·A·T-HE·R-.-.. --·-·-----------·--------------

(A FORMER ARVN I~~ CORPS COLONE~l WAS HOLDING ONE S:T OF 
AMF'RTCAN REMAIN!:. 

THE INFORMATION WAS PASSED TO JCRC AND STONY SEACH ON 
11. 12 JULY. 

' VIETNAMESE BOAT REFUGEE 
I CLAIMED THA7 TWO FRIENDS OF HIS. 

KNEW THE WHEREABOUTS OF A. lAC D T !""It t..l OI:'UI\ Tl.IC: 

COULD BE CONT ACTE i) THROUGH A 

THE INFORMATION W!S 
PASSED TC JCRC AND STON'! BEACH ON 1 L 1 1: JUL\·. 

M. WHO LIVED IN TRAT 
PROVINCE TURNEC OVER IN 'JULY 1988 A PHOTOCOPY OF DOCUMENTS 
PURPORTEDLY OF AN AMERICAN HELD IN VIETNAM. THE INFoRMATION 
cnoo~~PnNDS TO DEWEY M. BALL. A KNOWN SCAM CASE. THIS SAME 

ALSO PROVI.DED TWO. OTHER NAMES \1/HOM HE CLAIMED WERE 
STILL ALIVE IN VIETNAM THE NAMES WERE: ·RICHARD A. MANN, RA 
I I BAPTISE (SIC): AND, WILLIAM T. OLLER. 
I I THE SOURCE CLAIMED THAT AN AMERICAN COUPLE HAD 
CONTACTED HIM AND WAS ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT PICTURES AND OTHER 
PROOF ON THE DEWEY M. BALL CASE TO MAKE SOME SORT OF POLIHCAL 
STATEMENT DURING THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS (AMERICAN). THE 
AMERICAN NAMES AND ADDRESS WERE LISTED ON THE REVERSE OF THE 
PHOTOCOPY. THIS INFORMATION WAS TURNED OVER TO THE STONY BEACH. 
TEAM ON 12 JULY, AND THE DOCUMENTS WERE PASSED TO JCRC ON 11 . 
JULY. 

TURNED OVER IN JULY 1988 A DOG TAG 
FOIL PAPER OF AN AMERICAN REPORTEDLY KILLED IN 

~-"-"'-'="-'-.....,THE NAME WAS HAROl n A ,., "'" u.s.L_ ____________ _ 
L_ ____ CHURCH OF GOD. 
BONES CONNECTED WITH THIS NAME 
CAMBODIA. THE DOG TAB RUBBING 
JULY. 

n 

CLAIMED THAT THERE ·WERE 
WHICH WERE STILL INSIDE 
WAS TURNED OVER TO JCRC ON 11 

PASSED INFORMATION AND 
PICTURES IU -··- AL~tUtULY OF A FORMER AMERICAN SOLDIER 
HELD IN QUANG NGAI, OA NANG. THERE ARE THREE IDENTICAL BLACK 
AND WHITE PHOTOS n> A~ APPARENT MALE CAUCASIAN. THE FILM WAS 
DEVELOPED BY BUT THE NEGATIVES WERE RETAINED BY . 
A XEROXED COPY OF A LETTER, PURPORTEDLY FROM THE AMERICAN . 

. ACCOMPANI EO THE PHOTOS AND READ AS FOLLOWS: "7"-nll-04327 :CO 
120916 ROS VICHTA 15-01-74 I MET ' ! AM VERY -
VERY HARD. AND I WANT TO HELP ME, RI . ( CROSSFn I"111T I "'"''~_I AM 
LIVING AT QUANG - NGAI DANANG CITY. • .... FOR 
UNKNOWN REASONS, PRINTED A NEAR DUPLICATE OF THE LETTER . 

. !S ONLY AN INTERMEDIARY IN THE AFFAIR AND SEEMED UNAWARE OF 
THE CONTENTS OF THE LETTER. STATED THAT HE HAD NEVER 
MET ANY AMERICAN IN VIETNAM AND WAS SURPRISED THAT THE L(LTER 
ST.~ T,ED; .. TijA_~ HE HAD. THE flRSJ ... f-!:A.NO .. SOURCE, .... , .. ·._-: 

·---~i~ii:ii~i·--··--·-----·-·--·----- --------~-·---------------·-·--------·--·-----·-.. -·-·-
2-Dec-2013 
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, IF CMMEDIATE' CONTACT IS DESIRED BY STON'i SEACH. 
SOMEONE NEED BE ON 'STANDBY OkJR!NG THAT PERIOD. THE MA·TER!AL 
WILL BE TURNED· OVER TO' STONY BEACH ON WEDNESDAY, 11 JANUO:.RY. 
AND A MEETING WITH HAS BEEN TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR 
17 uAM.JARY. 

·--------·-------
P. ?ROVIDED THE FOLLO\o(ING 

INFORMATION. uOHN KANALY. NEW TIMES PRESSE AGENCY. 1102 SOUTH 
RD. APT C. COLUMBUO. OHIO 43207 USA, WAS REPORTEDLY CAPTURED IN 
GIA LAI-CDN TUM PROVINCe (NO TIME FRAME GIVENJ. AND IS STILL. 
BEING HELD AT AN UNKNOWN LOCATION IN VIETNAM. THESE DETAILS 
WERE PROVIDED BY 

IS TO OBTAIN FURTHER 
DETAILS ON KANALY. THE NOTE WITH NAME AND ADDRESS WILL BE 
TURNED OVER TO YOUR OFF ICE ASAP. THE NOTE INCLUDES A LINE IN 
THE THAI LANGUAGE CLAIMING THAT THE ADDRESS IS IN KANALY'S 

' HANDWRITING. THE ABOVE WAS PASSED TO JCRC ANO STONY BEACH 
CIRCA 23 MARCH. )989. 

3. DURING MARCH 1988. STQNY B'EACH WAS PASSED FOUR OTHER 
LEADS •. ONE LEAD WAS PASSED TO STONY ,BEACH IN BANGKOK A"-0 THREE 
OTHLR LEADS WLRE PASSED TO THE STONY BEACH lN HONG 
KONG. WE HAVE NO RECORDS OF WHETHER ANY OF THESE LEADS WERE 
FOLLOWED UP BY STONY BEACH. THE LEADS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 

4. ON 5 AND 22 MARCH 1988. STONY BE.ACH WAS PASSED HEARSAY 
~IGHTING AND ,DOG TAG INFORMATION 'NHICH WAS OBTAINED 6Y 
L__jBASE FROM ' 

ON 22 MARCH, STONY BEACH SAID IT WOULD TURN OVER THE REPORTING 
TO ITS OVERT DEBRIEFING TEAM !Nc=JFoR FOLLOWUP ACTION WITH 

INFORMAI!UN: 
•ROV!DED THE FOLLOWING 

A. ON 4 MARCH, .... ---·-- ... RELATED THAT HE HAD uUST /1 
RETURNED FROM A VISIT Tu BAN TAN VILLAGE, SAKHON NAKHON 
PROVINCE. THAILAND. HE HAD O:.CCOMPA.NIED HIS THAI FIMJC~E AND 
HER BROTHER WHO WAS CONDUCTING SOME BUSINESS CONNEC7Fn '.AIJTH HI<; -1 
SEMI-PRECIOUS STONE TRADING. 1NHILE IN THE VILLAGE. \ 
'NA.S ·APPROACHED BY THE VILLAGE HEADMAN tNFI l WHO RELAiCO THAT HE 
KNE'.ol AN ETHNIC' L..\0 INFI J WHO rlAD SOME INFORMATION ON .::'QW'S. 
THE HEADSMAN STATED THAT THE tAO \~AS '.-li-'0 
FORMERLY '-'IORKED ~N ~ PRI~DN IN LAOS IN AN !.REA r.ALLED "iAI HiN
t PHCNETIC/NFI l. REPORTEDL'f SA'"' SOME CAUCASI.IN 
PQ I SONERS. THE £:•:ACT NUMBER \~A$ NOT '.LEAR. ·'L THOUGH :··JE OF 
THEM ALLEGEDLY RECENTLY-DIED FROM UNKNOWN CAUSES. ACCORDING TO 
L.~~------''5 STORY,' THE DECEASED PRISONER HAD THE INITrO:.LS 
"KS" TATOOEO ON HIS FACE. THE HEADSMAN SAIO L_ ______ .J 

ALLEGEDLY HAD COG TAG(SJ AND THE ASHES OR REMAINS OF~ P!LOT 
WHO '.-lAS KILLED :N .:.N .l.IRPL.l.NE CRASH INFil. THE HEt.C~:~AN ST!TE:J 
iHt.T THE LAO RES!OED IN T;.>t.ILAND. PRESUM~eL'i UJ "'f-:E 
SAKHO{'J NAKHON OR ~JAKHON PHMJOM AREA: .lNO WAS \ollLL!NG m PROVIDE 
THE nnr. TAG(SJ AND OTHER POW !NFORMATION FOR .l PRICE 

SAID HE, HIS FIANCEE AND HER SRCTHER WERE 'NILL!NG TO 
HELP IN ANY WAY POSSIBLE TO PLACE THE PROPER 'UTHORIT!ES IN 
CONTACT '.HTH THE HEAnt;MAM TO FURTHER !NVEST!GATE THE 

. !NFORMAT[ON, '.-lAS .:.0\iiSED 7HAT THE INFORMA7ION \<CULD 
SE PASSED TO BANGKOK FOR FOLLOWUP AND THAT HE 1NOULD SE 
::ONTACTED ~F HIS hSSISTANCE HAS REQUIRED. c==JBA$E •:OMMEIITED 
rHA T IT. t:OULO NOT DETERMiNE !F THE ABOVE hPPROACH '.-lAS .LrtiKEO -o 
UN-SCRUPULOUS LAO ~ESISTt.NCE SCAM ARTISTS ASSOCIATED ~lTH 
PRIVATE f.MERICAN RE':Ove;;:y !;FFORTS • .lNOIOR 'N!TH SRVIS·JIRECTED . 
~:f'B:V!NTEt:t !GENe::; .\NQ }ECUR ITf SERVICES DIS INFORMAT:Jai(f(i=_ORTS.· 
JN rHe·-rssue. -

~~~~~::=~~-=?~~:~~~~~9.~~~~~f~~~~!~E;~~~~;~~~~~~~=::::~~~:!~~=~~-T:_::::~~~~~~~:~~~~- -·---~~=:~~?~ 
r.-~~"'!":"'!'.:~"::"'::-.:::-~'ORMATION ON TfJc. "'"''J uc oocviOUSLY PROVIDED WHICH WAS PASSED : 
APPROVEDFORro YOUR OFFICE. 5TA~ED THAT THE BROTHER 
RELEASE DATE:'OF HIS FIANCEE. HAD HAD SUBSEQUENT CONTACTS WITH THE '·!l·LLAGE 
2-Dec-2013 SECRET-



~~~~~~~~~~~ 
OFFIC\All .. ANO WITH THE ~\. LAC• INF! I. . . . -

ACCORO!N(; TO ' . . L__j Wfl$ TOL:' THAT TH(' A'5HE:!':' Of THe' 
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. c:=JPROV!UEl: .tHE FOLLOWING lNFORMfiT 10~: WHICH ALLEGEuL) w:.;; . 
··TAKEN ~·R:M CAr;T~~LO'S DOGTAG: "CAS1'lLLO NE:IRl. L!NEGi· I dROM't· -ATHC' ~~ .. 

ACCORD N TON RMAl!ON PROVIIIFII P. CAS.;!~LO GIE~·l.7 TH~ 
TIME OF THE CRASH (NFI i. STATED TH.!.i D WA~ TOl.D 

--··-------------·-------T.r.if,J __ J.J,lERE WERE CURREN::.L.Y_F.:.l.V.E_P..OW..:.~_EE.lNG HELC• HJ THE PR!SON 
WHERE PRE VI OUSL y WORKED. . ,. .. HE' PR.I si:i'N-·wA~- ... ------------------·-·------------·--

APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 

REPORTEDLY LOCt. TEC' AEOUT A SEVEN DA ;·:: WALK FROM THE MEKDIJG 
RIVER (NFJ). D WAS TOLD THAT WAS WILL iN.:; TC 
GUIDE ANYONE TO THE GENERAL AREA OF THE PRISON SITE . 

. APOLOGIZED FOR THE LACK OF At<\ SPECIFIC DETAi:...S vi'-.:CH H: 
ATTRIBUTED TO HIS POOR COMMAND OF THE THAI LANGUAGE. 

AGAIN OFFERED TO ASS!ST APPROPRIATE OFF;CJAL5 Itl 
CONTACTING THE SOURCES OF THE POvl REPORT SHOULC:-THE\' W!S- ;-o 
PURSUE THE INFORMATION FURTHER. 

C. c==JSASE COMMENTED THAT STON't BEAG!-! OFFICER~ WERE :1: 
C=:J DURING THE WEFK OF 1.c1 Mhi(CH EUT APPARENT:...\' MA:JE NC 
ATTEMPT TO COt·JTACT REGARDING HIS PREVIOUS'..\' R:::>ORTE: 
POW INFORMt.TION. c==JREOUE,.TFn TCJ A!::'JIS: !F S7Q~;i 
BEACH INTENDED TO CONTACT AND IF AN'• FUt::Tr-iEr. t.CilOI, 
wAs REOUIRED e·, BASE. I I PASSE!:' A COPY o::: suEPARAGRAPH E 
AEOVE REPORT TO THE STONY BEACH TEA~~ ON THE MORNING OF :::!::! 
MARCH. STONY BEACH THEN ADVISED THAT THEY WOULD TURN OVER THe 
ABOVE SUBPARAGRAPH A AND 8 REPORTS TO THEIR OVERT DEBRIEFING 
TEAM INc=] FOR FOLLOWUP ACTION. 'AND THAT THERE WAS NO NEED 
FOR FURTHER ACTION BY i3ASE. 

5. ON 9 MARCH 1988, THE STONY BEACH TEAM IN HONG KONG ;;:.s 
PASSED THREE LEADS: 

A. 
CLAIMED HE 

STAYED AT TIMES WITH THE FAMILY OF HIS BROTHER ' 
IN MINH OUC VILLAGE. HE MOVED TO (-UANG HA DISTRICT, QUANG Nl~ 
PROVINCE, IN 1975 UNTIL HE WAS DRAFTED INTO PAVN IN 1981. HE 
AVOIDED THE DRAFT, RETURNED TO PHA LET AND LIVED AS·A FISHERMt.~: 
UNTIL 14 JULY 1987 WHEN HE LEFT VIETNAM WITH HIS FAMILY AND 1\.,-:l 
SISTERS. HE P.nbT 
NUMBER 
CLAIMED-=TH~A~T~O~N~ONE AFTERNOON ABOUT OCTOBER 1972 TWO CAUCASIA~ 
U.S. AIRMEN RECEIVED EMERGENCY TREATMENT AT THE HA SAN 
HOSPITAL, NUI DEO TOWN (XJ 7411), THUY NGUYEN DISTRICT, 
HAIPHONG CITY. ONE AIRMAN HAD A BROKEN LEG: THE OTHER 4IRMAN 
WAS WOUNDED IN HIS ARM. THEIR FACES WERE BLOODY, POSSIE.l.Y FRO~' 
INJURIES. THEY REPORTEDLY HAD BEEN RECENTLY CAPTURED AT THUY 
DUONG VILLAGE (XJ 7512), THUY NGUYEN DISTRICT. THEIR AIRCRAFT 
WAS SHOT DOWN BY AN AAA UNIT ON NUl OED HILL AND CRASHED IN A 
RICE FIELD AT THUY DUCNG AFTER IT AND TWO OTHER AIRCRAFT. 
INCLUDING ONE ALLEGED B-52, BOMBED SEVERAL PLACES IN HAl 
PHONG. []CLAIMED HE SAW THREE AIRCRAFT BOMB A PLACE ABOUT ONE 
KILOMETER FROM HIS VILLAGE OF PHA LE (XJ 815115) IN THE 
MORNING. ONE AIRCRAFT CRASHED IN THE DIRECTION OF THUY DUONG, 
ABOUT SEVEN KILOMETERS WEST OF PHA LA.· ON THE SAMf AFTERNOON. 

[]WENT TO THE HA SAN HOSPITAL TO VISIT HIS MOTHER \'/riO Wt.S 
HOSPITALIZED THERE. AND SAW THE TWO CAUCASIAN t.IRME~ FROM THE 
DOOR OF THE EMERGENCY ROOM.. FROM PEOPLE AT THE HOSPITAL. 0 
LEARNED THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AIRMEN'S CAPTURE AND THE 
ALLEGATION OF A 6·52 BEING AMONG THE AIRCRAFT. HE COULD NOT 
DESCRIBE THE AIRMEN IN ANY MORE DETAIL. 

B. THE FOLLOWING 1_NF.ORMATION WAS OBillNED. W'.E:ARl:Y 
FEBRUARY 1988 FROM ' 
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MID-1970 DURING THE BOMBARDMENT OF THE PHU LUONG BRIDGE, AN 
F-105 AIRCRAFT WAS REPORTEDLY DOWNED BY A MISSILE UNIT LOCATED 
IN KIM MCN DISTRICT, HAl HUNG PROVINCE. ONE CAUCASION U.S. 
A I RMAN BAILED OUT VERY HIGH UP IN THE SKY. AFTER A LONG PER !OD 
OF TIME HE LANDED AT QUANG TRUNG VILLAGE (APPROX!AMTE XJ 
575215) SOUTH-SOUTHWEST OF THE YEN PHU 1-YJUNTA!NS. KIM MON 
DISTRICT. HE WAS IN GOOD PHYSICAL CONDITION. THE AIRCRAFT 
CRASHED AT HIEP THUONG VILLAGE AT THE NORTHERN FOOT OF THE NED 
PASS (XJ 565 230). THE A.IRMAN WAS BEATEN BY THE LOCAL PEOPLE 
BEFORE A CHINESE VEHICLE FROM THE HAl DUONG (NOW HAl HUNG) 
PROVINCE MILITARY PROV!CE CAME ANO DROVE HIM TO THE UNIT'S 
HEADQUARTERS. CLAIMED HE WAS WORKING FOR AN INDUSTRIAL 
CORPORATION IN THE AREA OF THE INCIDENT. LATER. HE AND OTHER 
WORKERS WENT TO "SEE" THE CAPTURED AIRMAN AND THE MILITIA 
DIGGING UP OF THE AIRCRAFT. HE DESCRIBED THE DIRECTION OF THE 
SITE WHERE THE AIRMAN LANDED AND THE CRASH S!TE IN DETAIL.. HE 
SAID HE COULD NOT GET CLOSE TO THE SCENE. SO HE DID NOT ~AVE A 
DET~!LED PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE AIRMAN. THE CO~~ANDER OF 
THE PROVINCIAL MILITARY UNIT 'J/AS LE THUA DAD. 

C. THE FOLLOWTNG TNFORMATION' WAS OBTAINED IN LATE 
FEERUARY 1988 FROM ' . 

EEFORE NOON ONE DAY !N MAY OR 
JUNE 1'.368, 7WO ALLEGED U.S. l; R'~EN PARACHUTED DOWN .loND LANDED 
AT :HO HUCNG OR LANG HUONG. Si::'I!:RAL HUNDRED o'AE'iEi?S EAST 'JF THE 
PHUC HAl ROAD ·JUNCTION U.H -::;0<;;'35), .loN THUY DIS'iRICT, HAl PHO~G 
C:TY. ONE C~UCASIAN AIRMAN ~AS AEOUT 1.3 METERS 7ALL. U~ ~~0 
LIGHTU CURLED IVORY-WJ-HTE -!AIR AND :;PEEN E··~s. HE WAS t:O'f FAT 
SUT MIS :=u;sH WAS SOF'i. HE ·,;~S '.o/EAR!NG ·\ ·31<EEN UNOERSHI'lT !NO 
WALKED BARE FOOTED CLUMSIL'I. ~E WAS TAKEN·AWAV THAT AFiERNCON 
BY :. ?U8L!C SECURIT't '/El·IICL::. ~HE !JTHER .:,r;::~1 AN OlEO ".·iHEN liE 
LANJED. HIS SODY WAS COVER::O, SO HIS PH'fS!CAL TRAITS WERE NOT 
KNOWN, HE 'liAS TAKEN 3'1 AMSU;..ANCE TO KIENAN TOWN (~J 6902) 
HOSPt'i-1L. HAl ?HONG. ~CCDRD!o'..G TO LOCAL MILIT!.l, HE 'liAS KiL~ED 
8Y GROUND FIRE WHILE HIS P~R!C!-!UTE 'iiA'S DESCE~JD!NG. THE'I lLSO 
SA!::l HIS PARACHUTE 'iiAS RED ~o'.D or-iA.T T'HE :..:'IE :III<MAN'S PARACi-:IJTE 
'..lAS i3LUE.-'GREEN. THEIR .l!RCR:."- CRASHED ;CME .'-.liNE KltCME7ERS TO 
THE: SOUTH IN I< IEN THUY O!Si~!C. f-'AiPHONG. THE C:EAD ~lRIMIN ·..;AS 
EVAC~ATED ABOUT HALF lN HOUR 5EFORE 'iHE ~!VE .liRMAN. 
CLAIMED i-!E 'liAS THEN Ll 11 !NG ~i PHUC HAl I .(J 73001, At-. 7HU'I. 7HE 
A!i<MEN WERE lLREADY CAPTURE:> ·.oJH!ON HE !RR!VED t.T THE cCENE. ,-,E 
r;LA!MED HE WAS AP.l r. TO GET C:..:-:SE TO iHE AIRMEN -~NO f-1A0 70UCHED 
iHE :..IVE ONE. . ',o/AS A60Ui ! .5 .'~ETERS T.lLL .\NO HIS HE-10 
ONLY QEACHEO THE ~JVE AIRMAN'S l~MP!T. 

"'· . --1'------'1 
7HE tNFORMATION cE:..·;•"' '.o/AS CBTA!NEO CY L._ _____ _J 

----·---------

A. :JN ! 1 ;\UGUS'i 1'3E!! .. \ ::.:;.u:.L .;CNTACT i'lf' S-ASE 

~~~=~~~~~~~~~~~~}:_~~~A;~~;~~~~-~-~:~~;~·~~~:~~:~;~~~!\~~~~~~!~~~:~~~~~~~?}:!:~~4~~~~=~~ --~~~~:.:.::~:~~± 
·!APPROVED FOR . SROU\'J-ir rliM A ~r:..·;ER . 1 

RELEASE DATE· EADGE (DOG TAG?) MEASURING T'.OO INCHES BY TWO INCHES WH.ICH HAD 
2-D -2013 . EEEN TAKEN FRCM THE BODY OF ~N AMERICAN ;:>!LOT FOUND AT THE 

ec 'jCENE OF AN AlR CRASH,_ .. THE .. ·~lL·/ER TAG 'liAS !N'SCR~(:l~Ll: .. _R. D. 

-sECRET 
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. THAT THf E.AllGE' HAD BEEr-.! FOUNf, NEAl; TH[ AIRCRIIFT WRECKAGf· AMi · . . 
-·---·-·------· ----- · ·--·-·--- THA-T-- .'!T.f,if .. Y !!.. .. W(·R-E·-BR·l·NG-INv·-THi:--IJPPEk-· PAR.T--OF---T·HE·-SK-ELE-TON·:. -- ______ .. _·_. ·- ·- .... -·-·-·-- ......... ·--·-·-· -·--·---

I·NCLUOING TH[' SKUl:l::: F·r~OM THr LA'O SWE. TO HI.M SOOt<. "THCI"'· · 
INFORiv.ED HIM THAT. "THEY" HAO I'OUNC' THE flEMidNS .. OF T.EN MORC 
AMERICAN "SOLDIERS" IN LAO:· ANU VIETNAM. "·THEY" Wt.NTED TO KI-.'OW 
ABOUT REWARDS FOR SUCH REMAINS. THf REPORT WAS PASSED TO THE 
STONY BEACH TEAM JN BANGKOV., WHICH WAS REQUESTED TO TAKE CHARGE 

---·-----.. -----.. ·---~I?_!::!:_O.WI':!_~ _ _I,IE_C!._N__!_J:!L!OR~.§g_~f:!Q_~!:_Q.~-MAT_!.£t.'!.:..-.. ____________________________ .. __ .. ___________ _ 

" hC: nl' d I'I'RRllARY HlR9. 

REPORTEt1 THAT A FRIEND, "~ FORMEJ;> LP~ SOLDIER," 
HAD LOCATED THE E!DOY OF A U. 5. MARINE JN LAOS; DOG TAC, IS WITH 
THE REMAINS. DOG TAG READS: MARSHALL. USMC. 
BAPTIST S. THI'S INFORMATION WAS PASSED TO STONY BEACH TEAM. 

7 IN EARLY SEPTEMBER 198~. 

RECEIVED A LETTER 
'ri<UM .>. LAU oUSlNI:.$5 CONTACT NAMED WHICH REPORTED 0~~ THE 
PRESENCE OF A LARGE NUMBER OF LIVE. U.S. POW'S ALOl~G THE . 
LAO/VIETNAMESE BORDER. TWO NAM:i:S WERE PROVIDED GORDON 
D.C. A.. USMCM NOPREF. ANC'. MARSHALL. USAC 
SATJT. THIS INFORMATION WAS PASSE!:' TO THE U.S. EMSASSY DAD 
OFFICE IN BANGKOK. 

e. ON 22 SEPTEM~ER 1988, OUR G:?OFFICE WAS APPROACHED 
8Y A FORMER CONTACT, AN ETHNIC LAD NAM~D_ I 

W TH P W 'M A R T 
I NFORMA T 1 ON. 

SAKHDN NAKHON PROVINCE. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS PASSED 
TO STONY BEACH. D HAS AN ALLEGED JAW BONE FRAGMENT OF A 
PURPORTED UNIDENTIFIED U.S. POW. HE CLAIMS HE RECEIVED THE 
BONE FRAGMENT FROM UNSPECIFIED PERSONS IN NAKHON PHANOM 
PROVINCE WHO ALSO CLAIMED TO HAVE A DOG TAG WHICH APPARENTLY 
WAS FOUND AT THE SAME SITE AS THE SONE FRAGMENT. D HAS A l 
LIST OF 25 ALLEGED LIVE POWS IN LAOS-VIETNAM WHICH PURPORTEDLY · 
WAS GIVEN TO A THAI DISTRICT OFFICIAL IN UBDN PROVINCE IN MAY 
1988 BY A DRIVER (NFI) OF LAO DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER NOUHAK 
PHOUMSAVAN. c==]ALSD HAS A LETTER FROM AN ETHNIC LAD RESIDENT 
OF THE u.s. NAMED I I CLAIMS TO 
HAVE CONTACT WITH UNIDENTIFIED U.S. GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WHO 
HAVE OFFERED A REWARD OF ONE MILLION U.S. DOLLARS AND U.S. 
GOVERNMENT SUPPORT TO THE LAO RESISTANCE MOVEMENT IN EXCHANGE 
FOR THE RETURN OF A L I /E POW. 'S LETTER ·IS WRITTEN ON 

-STATIONERY OF THE "NATIONAL MDRREPLAN ORGANIZATION.·' 

. A. j____ IRES.IDES AT 
r--1 L=:J FILE I NF DRMA TI D"'N:-::-D""A T""E::-:0::--:cM:-:-A:-:-Y -1:-::9:-::8-::-5--ci:-:-ND=::-I c=-A:-.:T::-::E:::S----' 
~ jWAS A FORMER ROYAL LAO OFFICER ATTACH~D TO U.S. 
SPECIAL FORCES BETWEEN 1970 AND 1975 WHO HAD PREVIOuS DEALINGS 
WITH "INSCM" ON POW/MIA MATTERS. ADD'ITIONAL FILE INFORMATION 
DATED MAY 1985 INDICATES A PERSON NAMEDI jTRAVELED IN 
THAILAND WITH BD GRITZ. 

S. c===JRETURNED TO HIS RESIDENCE IN SAKHO~ NAKHDN ON 23 
SEPTEMSER 1988. OUR c=]OFFICE WAS. PREPARED TO ASSIST IN 
ARRANGING A MEETING BETWEEN 0 AND A STONY BEACH 
REPRESENTATIVE IF DESIRED. IN THE PAST,c===JHAD PROVIDED 
POW/MIA RELATED INFORMATION WHICH WAS NOT ACCURATE. HE ALSO 
PROVIDED INTRODUCTIONS TO OTHER PERSONS. WHOSE CLAIMED ACCESS TO 

·POW INFORMA·TION~ WAS NOT:' E·STABL!SHED. a HAS PREVI-Ol:JSLY WORKED 
WITHc=JAS A COPY OF S CORRESPONDENCE WITH . 

::'"==':'-=:=~:'~~~~~~~Zi~~g_ggg:J&~~*~¥~~~i?JJ§;~c-r:s~il~-~~,~ffi~~ABii~E:~~~fG'Is'~-~-=,~~~-~~~:.:;~~~~~i~:=-=-~·.:=~~~~:~~-;:;;~:Zl 
.. ----·-;-------·-: ___ .:__.ANO-T.r.iE ... ·SPELL.INGS ... ARE.:..P.RE.SENJ.ED-AS .. LI.SJ.ED .... -A..:CDP.:C.Of .. _T.I:iE ... LI.S:L _____ , __ ...:_ __ _:_ _____________ ,_ .. ____ _ 
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ILLEGIBLE POSSIBLE LAST NAME IS ROSE; .GUAG. SONMET; PCITER 
VIMLIAM 'J JR'; ILLEGIBLE' ':>OSSIBLY K'IMOTOH; PEARGE EDWIN T; 
MORGAN SEPFERSON OC~AHUE; MERCER JACOB E: FORSITATI ATHNA· C.M. 

SIM'oiONE ~GBEIIITE; WALTE HUGTH MOON; UNENCO '>ICON RO'>I: 
LV~I~S~H~B~R~O~W~N; BOUNKINA JEVO; BADINE ROGOUT JR; OEFFRONE THOMAS C; 

---------··-·-----V·I·NE·SE·P·;-·BRAr-.NY-·l;.Yt.'.;0GI'l';-N·~W-:-SAR·I·E>·I:NE·;-N-;-\II-;--S11MAN;-F";'V-. -· 
317205; TGI ADOS METHODIST; TDDO VILLIAM ANQ, SAV 
PRAN 197L. 

9. DN 30 DECEMBER 1988. STONY BEACH ANO JCRC WERE PASSED 
THE FOLLOWING lNFOi<MAT!ON .Frlr.M A C::ntiRr.F WHOM IIIE' CONSIDER 
RELIABLE. ON 3 DECEMBER, C 

SAID THEY EXPECT TO HAVE TWO POWS IN HAI\0 FROM LAO<; Tl~ 1 pc:c; 
THAN GNE WEEK. 

10. 

11. 

END OF MESSAGE 
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MSP PAGE 001 
c____ ___ ___, MAR 90 

-~-------------------~----------------------------------------------------------CONTROLS 
S E C R E !/ 
~~--------------~~(ATTN • .-------~ 
SECRE1'1 

BODY 

SUBJECT: AMERICAN POW/M~A LIVING IN LAOS --
C 0 R R E C T.I 0 N 

- THIS IS A REISSUE OF WHICH WAS INADVERTENTLY 
SENT UNDER THIS NUMBER. THE CORRECT NUMBER SHOllLD BE . · 

PLEASE CORRECT ALL FILES. THE TEXT DOES NOT 
CHANGE. -

THIS INFORMATION WAS TO BE PASSED TO STONY BEACH AND JCRC. 

2 ... ~CCORDING JO 
~5 JANUARY 1990, THERE ARE NO 

AMERICAN'POW/MIA'S LEFT IN LAOS, EXCEPT FOR ONE AMERICAN WHO MARRIED 
A LAO WOMAN AND RESIDE~ IN HQUAPHAN PROVINCE. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 

.bPDR (GOL) TURNED OVER ALL ITS AMERICAN POW/MIA'S TO VIETNAM IN 
1982/i983 (SIC) BECAUSE THERE WAS NO PLACE IN LiWS TO DETAIN THEM . 

. I I SA 1 D HE DOES NOT KNOW THE NUMBER QF AMERICANS THE GOL TURNED 
OVER TO VIETNAM, BUT HE KNOWS THAT THEY ARE BEING DETAINED AT A 
PLACE THAT IS 420 KILOMETERS AWAY FROM HANOI, ALTHOUGHJ jDOES 
NOT KNOW IN WHICH DIRECTiON. (COMMENT: IF THE PLACE IS INDEED 420 
KILOMETERS FROM HAN01, IT WOULD HAVE TO BE SOMEWHERE IN WHAT WAS 

··· · -·FORMERLY SOUTH V-I-E1NAM' •. -· THE LPDR WAS .. FORMALLY ESTABLISHED- -IN · .· - · 
. i'975.) . . . . 

~PPROVj::D FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec~2013 · 7 

• 



A... SOMEWHERE . .IN XAM NEUA D IS!f.RICT CVH 0.158) 

B. THE PHA DENG CAVE PRISON, TWO KILm~ETERS EAST OF 
VIENGXA I D.ISTI~ICI..J_V.H __ J95.7J------,=----·-------· -··-------·----·--·----------·-·-----· ·-----·----------

. ' 
C. SOMEWHERE IN XAM.TAI DISTRICT (VH 6210) 

D. SOMEWHERE IN XIENG KHO DISTRICT (VH 3990) 

4. 
'-----' SAID THAT SOMETIME IN SEPTEMBER OR OCTOBER 1Q8Q~ A 

. . .APPROACHED THE LAO WIFE OF' THIS AMERICAN 
PRISONER TWO TIMES AND GAVE HER A PIECE OF PAPER FOR THE AMERICAN TO 
FILL OUT WITH HIS NAME AND SERIAL NUMBER. THE LAO WIFE TOOK THE 
PAPER TO HER AMERICAN HUSBAND; BUT BOTH TIMES HE REFUSED TO WRITE 
ANYTHING DOWN AND TOLD H~R TO TELL THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER THAT HE 
DID NOT WANT TO MEET OR ~?EAK WITH ANYONE. 

5. 

6. CLASSIFIED BY SIGNER. L_ __________ ~ 

0073991.< CL BY 

END OF MESSAGE 

--------·--·--.. -·-·----·--~---~-·-·---~--------··---·-·-·--------- ... --.. --··-------~·--·-----·--..... ---··-----.. ---·--·-~-·-- .. --··-

~ ~-~~-----, 
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SUBJECT: CLAIMED SIGHTING OF U.S. POW AT MINE IN LAOS 

t"' A r.AC:.IIAL CONVERSATION IN TA !WAN ON 21 DECEMBE~ 1989. A 

CLAIMED TO HAVE SEEN A U.S. PRISONER OF WAR (POW) 
DURifJC: " TRIP TO .LAOS IN NOVEMBER-OECEM3ER 1989. DLI~ING THAT PERIOD 
WHEN . WAS IN VIENTifNE DISCUSSING MINERAL PURCHASES, HE WAS 
TAKEN ON A TWO OR THREE DAY TRIP THROUGH THE MOUNTAINS TO A MINING 
CAMP, PARTLY BY VEHICLE AN:l PARTLY ON FOOT. SINCE h': WAS . 
BLINDFOLDED DURING PORTiONS OF THE TRIP, WHEN HE AR~IVEO HE DID NOT 
KNO';.' EXACTLY WHERE HE WAS. AT._'!HF "INE THERE WERE i.oOUT SIX GU'ARDS 
AND A BEARDED MALE CAUCASIAN. CLAIMED TO HAVE SPOKEN WITH 
EITHER THE CAUCASIAN PRISONER DIRECTLY .. D~ .. GUARD, ~.'l-0 CONFIRMED 
THAT THE CAUCASIAN WAS AN AMERICAN. • ~AID THAT THE U.S. POW HAD 
BEARD, WAS GAUNT BUT t-CT SICKLY, AI'-V HAD GONE NA TI Vt· BECAUSE HE HAD 
A LOCAL WIFE. CJ SA!D TI-'.AT IF CONDITIONS WERE RIGHT HE MIGHT GO 
BACl< TO THE MINING ARE~. IN LAOS, BUT THAT HE WOULD i<ETURN TO TA !WAN 
FOR THE CHINESE LUNAR NEW YEAR (27 JANUARY 

1990). 

2. IN NOVEMBER 1989 ON A VISIT TO BANGKOK. PROVIDED A 
SIMILAR ACCOINT ABOUT THIS u.s. POW. WITH THE EXCEPTION THAT. HE DID 
NOT CLAIM TO_ 1 TLJI' o~:~c:.n"' ualo{TI\JI':: TI-l!: .a.rTIIA·I ... 

!'.I GHTING WAS . ~ -··- -· 

CLAIMED TO HAVE INFORMATION ON U.S. ·AIR FORCE CRASH SITES. WHICH HE 
.nRTAlNEO FROM TRIBESMEN OR OTHER ,UPCOUNTRY CONTACTS. BECAUSE 

MD HI~ CON:A:::T~ Ht,j HEA~C oe /. ONf M!:..:..I::>N DO~:..AR RE.,_.t.RO 
FOR POW INFORMATION, THEY WERE ANXIOUS TO GIVE THIS INFORMATION TO 
THE u.s. GOVERNMENT WITHOUT GOING THROUGH THE AUTHORITIES OF THE LAO 
PEOPLE'S DEI-IDCRATIC R!;PUBL!C. TO BACK UP HlS CLAI'A TO HAVE 

J.NFORIJATlCW I"'IY" S. POW'S At-.0 PERSOr-NEL MISSING IN ACTION (MIA), 
. ; A s:,EET wiTH INFORMATION COPIED FROM EITHER AN 

IDENTIFICATION CARD OR DOG TAGS AS FOLLOWS: JAMES BLAIR WHITE, DOB 
I J RAt-.\<-CAPTA!N; AIRMAN RALPH W. MAGE·;; AND AIRMAN 

GLENN MATTESON. 

3. THE INFORMATION IN PARAGRAPH 2 WAS RELAYr? TO J~~C IN 
BANGKOK, Al'-.'0 IF THE LATTER It/ERE INTERESTED AN INTf 'JOUCTlON TO • -· 
COULD BE MADE. [ ]'STILL HAS THE SHErT DESCRIBED ABOVE, 

SINCE SAID HE wOULD HAVE TO RETURN IT TO 

4. 

S. CLASSIFIED BY SIGNER. [ _____ ] 
r.-;:.·,.. :~. . -::-· 

··--·~'·. 

.... 

:.··"' 
I, 
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SUBJECT:· POW'S ON LAO-VIETNAMESE BORDER ANOMIA REMAINS IN 
CAMBODIA 

1. ON 19 OCTOBER 1989, 

"."HE THREE CLAIMED THEY WERE FROM HO CHI MI"-H 
CITY, VIETNAM, AND HhD MADE THEIR WAY TO SAVANNAKHET AS PART OF A 
TOUR GROUP , IS CURRENTLY BEING DETAINED AT THE PHANOM DISTRICT 
POLICE STATION. 

2. THREE YEARS AGO (I.E. IN 1986) THE'<E WERE ","HREE U.S. POW'S 
LOCATED AT THE LAO BAO NORTH DETENTION CAMP (XD7036) ON THE 
LAO-VIETNAMESE BORDER. ONE OF THE POW'S (NFI) HAD DIED. ANOTHER 
POW WAS FLIGHT LIEUTENANT THOMAS GRIFFIN. ACCORDING TO . ALL 
THREE POW'S WERE BEING USED AS MECHANICS. NO FURTHER .DETAIL.S \o/ERE 
AVAILABLE. 

3. O.N 27 SEPTE"'BER .1989 CONTACT REPORTED THE 
INFORMATION IN PARAGRAPH 4, WHICH HE SAID HE LEARNED FROM 
UNIDENTIFIED SOURCES IN UBON. 

4. CERTAIN INDI".JIDUALS !NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED) EITHER KNEW OF 
OR'DISCOVERED THE REMAINS OF THREE U.S. MIA'S NEAR KIANAK 
(UNLOCATED), STUNG TRENG PROVINCE.· CAI-IBDD.lA. THE DOG TAG FROM ONE 
OF THE MIA'S WAS AS FOLLOWS: 

YORK, DANIEL 

SSN: · L.... _____ _l (BLOOD TYPE) 

PROT(ESTANT) 

5, CLASSIFIED BY SIGNER. 
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SUBJECT: DOG TAG AND LIVE SIGHTING IN LAOS 

TI-{F .FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS .v 

fHI: 
OBTAINED THE INFORMATION FROM ONE OF 40 RECENTLY ARRIVED 

VIETNAMESE BOAT REFUGEES WHO ARE NOW INCARCERATED AT THE THA LUAN 
POLICE COMPOUND. THE INFORMATION HAS BEEN ·PASSED TO JCRC AND STONY 
BEACH AND NOW IS BEING SeNT FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 

2. A VIETNAMESE &vAT REFUGEE IN TRAT PROVINCE ~ASSED A COPY OF 
A DOG TAG RUBBING TO A THAI OFFICIAL. THE DOG TAG lS TMAT OF: FREO 
L: SMITH JR, AF METHODIST. A HANDWRITTEN NOTE, IN 
VIETNAMESE. WITH THE RUBBING STATES THAT SMITH IS AN AMERICAN 
CAPTAIN AND A HELICOPTER PILOT. SMITH WAS' REPORTEDLY Si-OT 00_,.. AT 
KONTUM DISTRICT IN MARCH 1972 AND HIS BCOY BURIED IN G!A LAI -
KONTUM PROVINCE. 

3. ON 03 OCTOBER 1389, A LETTER WAS RECEIVED FROM A SOURCE OF 
UNDETERMINED RELIABILITY WHICH CONTAINED THE POW RELATED INFORMATION 
DESCRIBED BELOW. THE LETTER CONTAINED INFORMATION FROM A FORMER LAO 
PEOPLE'S ARMY FIRST LIEUTENANT KH.AMPI-OU DOUANGMANYCHAN, ~ RESIDES 
IN XIENG KH:lUANG PROVINCE. THE DATE A"L> PLACE OF THE SOURCE'S ' 
MEETING WITH KHAMPI-OU WAS NOT INDICATED IN THE LETTER. A GIST OF 
THE LETTER WAS TO BE PASSED TO STONY BEACH. 

4. ON 03 OCTOBER 1989, OUR c:::::=J OFFICE RECEIVED THE FOLLOWI.N:> 
POW/MIA RELATED INFORMATION FROM A SOURCE OF UNDERTERMI~!D 
RELIABILITY. T~F ~RCo CLAIMS HE OBTAINED THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATIQtt. 

__ TOWD THE .SOURCe THAT THERE ARE 14 AMERICAN ~OW'S BEING HELD 
AT THAM LUANG. NACHIK ·CANTON IN THE VIENqXAI DISTRIC'i (VM2949) OF 
I-OUAPHAN PROVINCE. "THAM LUANG" IS THE rnou<:o c~c::TDE:NCE OF P'lii'.I::E 
SOUPHANOUVONG, ACCORDING TO THE SOURCE. SAID THAT THAW 
LUANG IS LOCATED ONE KII.OMETER EAST OF BANCHIK, '"'"'tl"~-: rc 17 
KILCJ.IETERS EAST OF THE VIENGXAI '-UNICIPALlTY. SAID THAT 
THE 14 AMERICAN POW'S ARE GUARDED BY A 2~N POLICE COW?ANY 
COYMANDED BY A POLICE LIEUTENANT SITHA. SAID TME POW'S 
Gt?OW RICE AND VEGETABLES FOR t L Tvt~ 0 'JT TH!:" ARE NJT A!.. LOW!:!:' T:> 
WEAR SHOES. ALSO ACCORDING TO , THERE ARE THREE ADDITIONAL 
POw'S BEING HELD AT AN AIR BASE IN MAUNG HAM (UH9647). THESE THREE 

·Or'\oo''!-= 6Q~ Q~P("'QT~!:\1. v ~~!'"(: !..)~~') TC" TC'flr\...1 ~~tr.lwye~o.o~ Tf'\ ca, ..... eru ruc:oc: 

AND HOW THE LATTER ARE 1Q USE AN A~R SIGNAL SYSTEM. >AlO 
THERE ARE FOUR MIG·21'S LOCATED AT THE SAME AIRBASE. NO FURTHER 
INFORMATION WAS AVAILABLE. 

5. 

6. CLASSIFIED BY SIGNER. 
.L .. -... -.,. .. .,.,-... --.. -::-. ----.,...--.,..-;;~ ..... 
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SUBJECT: POW/MIA INFORMATION FROM LAO INFORMANT 

1. THE FOLLOWING PR!SDNER OF WAR (POW)/MlSSING IN ACTION (MlA) 
INFORM~TlON ON LAOS WAS OBTAINED IN LATE SEPTEMBER.AND EARLY OCTOBER 
1989 HE ALSO PROVIDED NOTES AND A 
SKETCH MAP OF THE AREA OF LADS DESCRIBED IN HIS NOTES. WHICH WILL BE 
PASSED TO YOU SEPARATELY. HIS STATEMENTS AND NOTES ARE BEING PASSED 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 

~ THF Pnw/MIA INFORMATION WHICH FOLLOWS WAS OBTAINED FROM 

HE SERVED IN THE ROYAL LAO ARMY. HE RETURNED FROM A TRIP 
TO LAOS TO VISIT RELATIVES CIRCA AUGUST 1989. HE SAID THAT HE KNOWS 
PEOPLE lN LAOS AND COULD PROVIDE SOME HEL·P ON THE POW/MIA ISSUE 
SHOULD HE RETURN THERE. PROVIDED PROPER ARRANGEMENTS ARE MADE TO 
PROTECT HIM AND HIS FAMILY. 

4. SUBSEOOENTL Y PROVIDED T~EE PAGES O" NOTES. ON THE 
POWIM!A "·SUBJECT. ONE PAGE REPEATS SOME INFORMATION GIVEN IN PARA. 
3 ABOVE. rT ALSO ADDS THAT A,._, LNIDENTIFIED WOtMN SAID THAT SHE SAW 
POW/MIA'S IN A PRISON CAM~ AT "O!NEDING'" (SIC) AND THAT ANOTHER· 
UNI:JENTJFIED PERSON SAW ONE OP ""' 0 < POW/MIA'S AT BAN "I-OA!SAII" 
(SIC). A SECOND PAGE, ~lCH 06TAINED FROM AN UN!DENT!I'!ED LAO 
WHO HAD R£TURNED FROM A TRIP TO LAOS. REPORTS THAT PRISON CAM~S 
E.>".IS";" NEAR "DINEOING" (SIC) AND BAN DON:J (lft-J:.OCATED). ALSO IN TH!S 
NOTE IS A STATEMENT THAT A CRASM S!TE WITH REMAINS EXISTS AT "BAN 
HOIASANE" (SIC). THE THIRD PAGE CONSISTS OF A SKETCH MAP OF THr 
AP.Et. 0~ ~AD~ D!:SCP.IBE!:' ASO'JE A'C Sl-f.JWS.THE LOCATIO!\' O" t H!;AV!~V 
GUARDED CAMP AND OF "BAN I-O!ASANE" (SIC), WHERE AN L.':'TEM?T TO 
RELEASE A POW FAILED FOR LACK OF ENOUGH MONEY. 
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SUBJECT: REPORT OF POW'S !N LAOS 

1. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATln~l Wl-Hr.l-l 1-lA<; RFFN PA<;<;Fn Tn c:;TnNV 
BEACH, HAS BEEN OBTAINED .FROM 

2. ACCORDING TO . TWO AMERICAN PRISONERS OF WAR 
(P0\1/'S) ARE NOW BEING HELD CAPTIVE IN A LEU VILLAGE IN XIANG KHOANG 
PROVINCE NEAR THE VIETNAMESE BORDER. THEY ARE BEING HELD AND 
GUARDED BY A LOCAL V~LLAGE MILITIA GROUP; THE LAO AUTHORITIES AND 
THE LAO ARMY APPARENTLY on 1\riT """''·'OF THEIR PRESENCE. THE POW'S 
HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED BY ~S ((STOWERS)) .AND ((LATONA)). 

3. ONE OF THE TWO AMERICANS IS MARRIED TO A LEU WOMAN AND THEY 
NOW HAVE THREE CHILDREN. ONE WAS INJURED WHEN HIS PLANE CRASHED 
DURING THE WAR AND HE SUBSEQUENTLY LOST AN ARM. BOTH ARE LIVING 
MISERABLY AND.WANT TO ESCAPE. THE VILLAGE IN WHICH THEY ARE HELD IS 
ENTIRELY J:"Tu.JTI" 'e", LOCATED IN A REMOTE AREA. 

4. . IS AWA~E OF THE AMERICANS' PRESENCE QUE TO THE 
FACT JHAT FRIENDS OF HIS HAVE VISITED THE VILLAGE. SINCE WORD OF A 
TWO MILLION DC'' •n oe••• 0 1) FOR· RETURN OF U.S. POW'S HAS SPREAD. ·THE 
VILLAGERS ANC .. . ALL WANT A PIECE OF THE ACTION. 
SAYS THAT HE CAN BRING THE TWO .POW'S TO THE THAI BORDER IF HE CAN 
REACH AN A~o~J:"MFNT WITH RESPONSIBLE U.S.REPRESENTATIVES. 

5. STATED THAT IN ADDITION TO THE TWO LIVE POW'S, 
THIS VILLAGE ,ALSO HAS .THE REMAINS OF 17 AMERICAN MISSING IN ACTION 
(MIA). ~~c \ITJ I Ar.ERS WANT TO .TURN OVER THE REMAINS FOR A REWARD AS 

WELL. PROVIDED A SOMEWHAT LEGIBLE LIST OF SOME OF THOSE 
17 AMERICANS. FOLLOWING ARE THOSE ON THE LIST WHOSE NAMES ARE 
LEGIBLE ENOUGH FOR US TO REPRINT HERE: 

- SHELL, L. 

s 

T. , I I I 

USMC M 
METHODIST 

- SHIRLEY, MARSHALL J. 

I I-
CATHOLIC 

- POLSTON, H.D .. 

R·. c·. · ·: ·- -. · · 
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SUBJECT;· INFORMATION ON POW/MIA'S IN INDOCHINA 

1. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON PRISONERS OF 'I.'AR (POW)/MISSING 
IN ACTION (MIA) PERSONNEL IN lNOCCHINA WAS OBTAINED IN LATE 1988 AND 
JANUARY 1989 AND WAS PASSED AT THI. T TIME. TO JCRC AND THE STONY BEACH 
TEAM. IT IS BEING SENT TO YOU FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 

? . h~ ?? n•r~MR~o 1QRR A nF?.RIEFING WAS CONDUCTED OF A ' 
~'HO HAS WORKED BET':IEEN CAMBODiA ANO 

VIETNAM AND WHp HAS PROVIDED A HE.'.RSAY nr::nr-.n.,. ON AMERICANS BEING 
HELD IN A PRISON IN TAV NINH PROViNCE. STATED THAT IN LATE 
SFPTFMRFR 1<lRR 1-U' '"crTcn IJTTI-I 1-1!~ · 

REPORTED THE INFORMAT!ON_ASOUT lHt AM~~JCAN~ 
WORKED AT THE 

PRISON WHERE TEN AMERICANS WERE REPORTEDLY BEING HELD. THE 
AMERICANS WERE REPO.RTFDLY INCARCERATED IN A PRISON IN D..INANG BEFORE 
BEING BROUGHT TO TAY NINH IN AN UNKNOWN T!MEFRAME. THE EXACT 
LOCATION OF THE PRISON WAS NOT Kt<.CWN. -

~ . .....lN •. A 11i:"RRTEFTNG nN 7 OCTO!'!ER 1988, 
. AN ETHNIC KHMER NOW LIVING IN 

REPORTED SEEING AN AMERICAN IN THE BACH DANG PRISON, 
SAIGON- BETWEEN SEPTEMBER AND DECEMBER 1984. 

IN SEPloMtit~ 1Y~4 WHEN HE SAW THE AMERICAN 
AND AN AUSTRALIAN INCkRCERATED THERE. THE AMERICAN WAS WHITE, ABOUT 
180 CENTIMETERS TALL AND THIN 160 TO 70 KG). HE WORE GLASSES AND 
\1/A.S OVER 30 YEARS OF 4GE. LEARNED THAT THE AMERICAN HAD BEEN IN 
~:~Ar~o~ 11ANG PRISON_S.INCE ABOUT MARCH 1984~. I~· 

ANO SDMt vn:"•~···---· HE WAS TO HAVE BEEN DEBRIEFED :3Y STONY BEACH ON 
19 DECEMBER 1988.) 

4. THE NAMES BELOW ARE OF ALLEGED POW/MIA'S: 

JAMES L. PHILLIPS, JR. ALLEN K. BURGESS FRED L. SMITH 

(UNI<i:AOABLE) 

METI-ODIST MEiHODIST 

.T.ERRENCE L. TAYLOR · · ·· ·-·GE9RG.E. ·"f.. MURRAY 

M.E Tl-()0 I S T 

··WOODROW.· \11:. I(EMP, JR. 

-sECRET 
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D 
METHODIST CATHOLIC PROTESTANT 

5. IN EARLY DECEWSER 1988 AN ETHNIC CHINESE-KHMER-··--
TURNED OVER THE FOLLOWING NAMES AND 

ACCOMPANYING BONE FRAGMENTS TO . 

A. THREE DOG TAG RUBBINGS, ONE HANDWRITTEN PAPER PLUS BONE FRAGMENT 
ON RANDY ·R. SIMPSON, FR. I !DIFFICULT TO READ),~ 
I\IONE 

B. DOG TAG RUBBINGS AND BONE FRAGMENTS ON GEORGE VARGAS, RA 
'------------_j CATHOLIC 

C. DOG TAG RUBBING, HANDWRITTEN PAPER PLUS BONE FRAGMENT ON ROBERT 
SUMMERSON JR. us I I PRESBYTERIAN 

D. DOG TAG RUBBINGS PLUS BONE FRAGMENT ON MARVIN FUGATE, US 
'---------' NO PREF . 

E~ DOG TAG RUBBING ON TON V HUONG, "7 TRANT REP, CSF B18, MED AUTH 
29TH, NOTIFY SFSG LLDB' 

a TN EARlY DECEMBER, AN ETHNIC CHINESE-KHMER 
TURNED OVER THE FOLLOWING NAMES AND 

ACCOMPANYING BONE FRAGMENTS 

A. DOG TAG RUBBING PLUS BONE FRAGMENT ON ROBERT L. TROTTER, RA 
'------....l CHRISTIAN 

8. DUPLICATE OF ABOVE 

C. DOG TAG RUBBING PLUS BONE FRAG~ENT ON GEORGE VARGAS, RA 
'-----------___J CATHOLIC 

NOTE THAT ANOTHER SOURCE TURNED OVER INFORMATION ON '~OBERT L. 
TROTTER" WHICH WAS PASSED TO JCRC IN EAJ;!LY DECEMBER 1988. 

7. wHO PROBABLY OBTAINED THEM FROM A 
REFUGEE IN SITE 8, PASSED TWO PHOTOGRAPHS OF SKELETONS WITH 
IDENTIFYING INFORMATION LOCATED IN THE PICTURE (TOO SMALL TO READ): 
A COPY OF A DOG TAG OF: GEORGE T. MURRAY. RA I I CATHOLIC' 
AND A MAP SUPPOSEDLY IDENTIFYING MURRAY'S BURIAL PLACE. THE 
PHOTOGRAPHS LOOK VERY FAMILIAR AND POSSIBLY THEY HAVE PREVIOUSLY 
BEEN TURNED OVER TO ,JCRC. THE NAME GEORGE T. MURRAY HAS ALSO BEEN 
~EPORTED IN THE PAST. 

8. ON 9 JANUARY 1989, ___ ....... 
PROVIDED TWO PHOTOGRAPHS OF WHAT ARE ALLEGEOL Y, HUMAN BONES 

AND A ODGTAG. ACCORDING TO A CRUDELY WRITTEN NOTE WHICH ACCOMPANIED 
THE PHOTOS, THE INFORMATION ON THE DOGTAG READS AS FOLLOWS: GOMEZ, 
ROBERT A. CHRIST. SCI. (COMMENT: THE ALPHA 
ROSTER SHOWS ROBERT ARTHUR GOMEZ WITH SSAN I T~TED AS DEAD 
- ROOY NOT RF.C:OVFRFn l .vo1 •a•c:o THAT 

· · .. · ··- · · ....... ·-- ·. · . HAD BEEN-·AF,lfROAGHED IN 
HI'S' VIUAGE OF BAN THAN IN S\1/AENG DAEN DIN DISTRICT,. SAKHON NAKf:(JN 

.. PROVINCE 0/A 7 JAN 89 BY AN--ETHNIC LAD (NFI) WHQ. I.S. CURPr.••Tt v . . 

~P:~:::~~~~~~:,;~~~~1~~~~~¢.~¥~~~j~l!~~!~¥.6ii-I~[;~;~~e¥~~g:~~~~:~~:~~~~~~~~0:~~~F~~~=-=:= __ ·::~:~=~-~E~ 
APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 ... SE-CRET 



---·- ---~·-··---· ':-"!'."'!.-~~..l'-!~,.-- ....... _ ........... -.-.- , .. _ .......... - ........ -...................... ................ ---·-·---·-

'f~~-i.~::::ztif;;~Sffi..;-~~4:~F.f$W!{.:~I~N~tifA0:~~~;~i~~Ftf~i=:~:Sf·W.E~~:d~FR~·~~E9'@1i7!rfs:=roo~~~lro~~~~e:~·~i'f.~efrt~~~~ 
-··- ------. -·----weR£rN:reii7iE~~D ·a'l A ·Mei..s·e·R-oF T'He'-srci'Nv·Fi·FA-ci-i-ovERT- '· ----· --- · · 

DEBRHFING" TE"AM.) W'~·:N CONTACTED DIRECTLY. ALTHOUGH .FU~LY· 
-- ---- --··-·--- --- - ·--·· ·--eDOPERfi·T·I·VE -;---WAY"\JNAt:-;E'- TD-PROVJ DE" Mt:CH·-t·r·rTF R.\!s-·oF--· DEHTt:':)t;cOLIT-------- ---- ----· ---·-· 

THE" E"THNIC .LAO" c:: THE BONES IN' OUEST ION . SAID THE" t.:"Ao .· 
INDIC:ATED- THAT· T...,;::_. SO~.JE·S· WERE FOUND AT A 51 TE .SOMEWHERE· NEAR THE 
BORDER OF LAOS A:..O VIETNAM. THE LAD CLAIMED THAT IN ADDIT!Or: TO THE 
BONES SHOWN IN T,-:;:: PH'JTO, HE WAS ALSO IN POSSESSIO'-! OF A PART nc A 

JAW BONE WHICH A;_L_EGEllL'I ARE THE REMAINS OF.-.,A SECOND PERSON. 
----·--·------------· ____ SHH.D .. J.!::iA_T_.J_I:!~0.-I!:.'D.LCAJ.ED~.T.HALI:lE_WQULD ... R E.T.URI\'...T.O ... BAN-T.I:iAN_Oi-A.. .. -_:_ ... ________________ ----------

14 JAN 89. se.;t) HE WOULD BE ASLE TO ASSIS" IN CONTACTING THE 
LAO IN NAKHON Pr~I.JQM fHROUGH A MUTUAL FRIEND SKJUL ., THERE 8E AN. 
INTEREST IN. DOING SO. 

9. JN NOVE.IiEER .,9RR. 

T fUI<NEO OVER A BONE 
FRAGMENT ON ROBE~T L. TROTTER. RA· CHRISTIAN. 
STATED THAT TROTTER'S BROTHER (NOT FURTHER IDENIIF .ED) HAD BEEN 
RELEASED FROM JA:L IN VIETNAM AND.\1/AS NOW IN PHNOM PENH. \ IS 
ATTEMPTING TO FIND AOUITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE ~~OTTER BROTHER IN 
PHNOM PENH. BONE FR~GMENTS ON THREE INDIVIDUALS (:AMES L. PHILLIPS, 
ALLEN K. BURGESS AM:l 'RED L. smTH), WHOSE NAMES WERE PASSED IN AN 
EARL! ER REPORT h!VE EI::EN OBTAINED AND WILL BE TURN ·.D OVER TC JCRC AS 
SDON.AS POSSIBLE. Tl-/0 HANDWRITTEN COPIES OF DOGTAliS FOR TERRENCE L. 
TAYLOR WERE ALSO RECE~/ED AS WELL AS PHOTOS OF SKE~ETONS AND 
HAND-DRAWN MAPS OF SUPPOSED GRAVESITES FOR GEORGE '. MURRAY AND 
WOODROW W. KEMP. JCR: HAS ADVISED THAT NAMES ON THAT REPORT WERE 
ALL BOGUS SO THE FRASI·Ii:NTS 1\ND OTHER MATERIAL \IIERE ACCEPTED TO 
REMOVE THEM FROM CIRC:'.JLATIDN. THE CROSS BORDER TR!:DERS WHO PROVIDED 
THE INFORMATION STATE THAT THEY CAN DELIVER THE E~fiRE SKELETONS FOR 
MURRAY AND KEMP. 

10 
REPORTED THAT IN JAIIA.li•RY 1988 HE VISITED AN "AMERI .AN JOURNALIST" 
BEING DETAINED AT THE FORMER LON NoL .RESIDENCE IN f>H'IOM PEr-H. THE 
AMERICAN WAS REPGRTED1.Y ARRESTED IN WESTERN BATTA'-IE>ANG PROVINCE IN 
JULY 1987. THE AMERI:';AN WAS TO BE RELEASED IN JAN'.IARY 1988, BUT 

1AS UNSURE IF 'HIS CAME ABOUT. THIS SIGHTI.)G IS PROBABLY 
RELATED TO THE 8~IAN 80NO CASE; BONO WAS RELEASED :ARLIER THIS 
SUMMER. . 

11. CLASSIFIED ,:.Y SIGNER. L-----------------~~ 

END OF MESSAGE 
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FEB 88 

'---------' 

SUBJECT: LAO MIA/POW REPORTING NET LINKED WITH PRIVATE RECOVERY 
EFFORTS . 

1. PER DISCUSSIONS WITH DIA"-----------------l I I WE ARE FORWARDING THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON WHAT 
APPEARS TO BE A FIVE-MAN NET INVOLVED IN PROVIDING FIRST HAND AND 
HEARSAY LIVE SIGHTING REPORTING ON THE U.S. MIA/POW ISSUE I~AOS. 
THE CENTRAL FIGURE IN THIS NET APPEARS TO BE -

NOTED IN ~-~BASE REPORTING ON THE MIA/POW ISSUE SINCE MARCH 
1987. 

2. . FIRST CAME TO IL.______j 
BASE ATTENTION ON 26 MARCH 1987 WHEN HE WAS DEBRIEFED ON THE ISSUE. 

REPORTED ON AN ALLEGED AMERICAN REPORTEDLY BEING CARED FOR BY 
jrN EARLY 1987 AT SALEO VILLAGE, SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE 

'----------____jf 8 APRIL 1987). REPORTED THE PARAGRAPH 
.. TWO INFORMATION IN THIS REPORT. PARAG~APH .. ON,E WAS PROVIDED BY A MR. 

~~T~H~E UNIDENTIFIED PERSON (PARAGRAPH ONE) WHO 
ATTEMPTED TO GIVF.f f THE PIECE OF .PAPER MAY HAVE BEEN··_ 

. WAS DEBRIEFED ON 19 MARCH 1987 AND WAS 
DEBRIEFED ON 26.MARCH 1987 ~T .... - /ILLAGE. WE CANNOT DETERMINE 
WHO WAS INTRODUCED TO .WHOM FIRST FOR DEBRIEFIN",;S. 'liAS 
DEBRIEFED AGAIN ON 14 APRIL 1987. THIS DEBRIEFING WAS_DlSSEMINATED 
AS (ADDENDUM) OF 28 APRIL 1987. ___ WAS 
DEBRIEFED AGAIN ON 18 MAY 1987 WHICH RESULTED IN THE DISSEMINATION 
OF (28 MAY .. 1987) ON THE PURCHASE OF NARCOTICS 
BY THE LAO GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED MOUNTAINOUS AREAS DEVELOPMENT 

-5ECRET 
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.. RESIDENT OF VANGPf'"'' VU.LAGE"; KH'A.M" KEUT DISTRICT, B'OL.IKHAMSAI' 

PROVINCE .. , LAos·. CLA:IMED HE HAD· SERVED WITH THE PATHET""LAO. 
FROM 1967 TO 1975, AND HAD RECEIVED UNSPECIFIED TRAINING IN NORTH 
VIETNAM. 

3. IN EARLY JUNE 1987, ·-··---- WAS BROUGHT TO FOR FURTHER 
DEBRIEFINGS ON HIS LIVE SIGHTING REPORTING. STONY BEACH DEBRIEFED 
HIM ON 3 JUNE 1987 I I OF 17' JUNE 1987) 9o 

~I ~~=--------=~=====-~==------------~~~~DID NOT 
SUPPORT - STATEMENTS ABOUT ··-- .... _. fELLING HIM ABOUT 
A U.S. POW, ABOUT HIS GOING TO SALEO VILLAGE IN APRIL 1987, OR ABOUT 
HIS HAVING SEEN A WHIT:C: U.S. POW AT SALEO VILLAGE IN APRIL 1987. 
AFTER WHICH, . CH~~GED HIS INFORMATION SEVERAL TIMES REGARDING 
THE DESCRIPTION OF THE WHITE U.S. POW, HOW HE TRAVELED TO SALEO 
VILLAC.R, AND WHAT HE SAW THE TWO U.S. POW'S DOING WHEN HE SAW THEM. 
I I FINALLY STATED THAT HE THOUGHT THAT HIS AND 

LN SALEO VILLAGE COULD HAVE'TRICKED 
HIM INTO DELIVERING A STORY OF A POW SIGHTING BECAUSE.THEY WANTED .. 
MONEY. WAS TOLD TO OBTAIN AND RETURN WITH PROOF. 
AGREED. TO DO SO. OR ABOUT 
HIS NARCOTICS INFORMATION. OUR DEBRIEFER WAS INSTRUCTED NOT TO 
ACCEPT ANY FURTHER INFORMATION FROM UNLESS RE COULD PROVIDE 
PROOF OF THE EXISTENCE OF LIVE U.S. POW'S. FABRICATION NOTICES WERE 
THEN ISSUED ON ALL.THREE OF HIS REPORTS. 

4. NEXT SURFACED IN ~J;:.PTEMBER 1987 W.HEN· HE BROKERED AN 
INTRODUCTION TO A LAO MALE NAMED WHO CLAIMED TO HAVE 
INFORMATION ABOUT. THE PRESENCE OF U.S .. POW'S IN THE BAN BOUAK AREA 
(UH 4254) OF HOUAMUANG DISTRICT, HOUA PHAN PRCVINCE, LAOS. 

· CLAIMED HE WAS A AND ~ESIDENT OF VIENTIANE 
WHO TRAVELED REGULARLY BETWEEN VIENTIANE AND HOUA PHAN PROVINCE. 
·-·---CLAIMED HE .OBTAINED INFORMATION ABOUT U.S. POW'S IN THE BAN 
BOUAK AREA .IN JANUARY 1987, AND HAD MENTIONED THIS TO A FRIEND NAMED 

-- · rN VIENTIANE. SAID TOLD HIM ABOUT .HIS 
..... ,. WHO WAS_W CONTACT WI1'H A PERSON INTERESTED 

IN. POW INFORMATION. ASKED . .1. FOR HELP IN CONTACTING THIS 
PERSON (OUR DEBRIEFER) THROUGH HIS BROTHER INTRODUCED 

fO HIS BROTHER WHO BROKERED JHE SEPTEMBER 1987 INTRODUCTION TO 
. OUR DEBRIEFER. )EBRIEFING ON THE REPORTED PRESENCE OF 

AMERICAN POW'S IN HOUA PHAN PROVINCE WAS DISSEMINATED AS 
L__ _______ ___J OF 2 NOVEMBER 1987. OUR DEBRIEFER LATER 
DEBRIEFED ' ON 24 OCTOBER 1987 AT BAN LAOHAKFANG, NONG 
KHAI PROVINCE; THAILAND. DEBRIEFING RESULTED IN THE 
DISSEMINATION OF A REPO~T ON THE CONVICTION Of FORMER LPDR CENTRAL 

~ 
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.... 

5. ON 30. JANUARY. 1988, WAS DEBRIEFED AGAIN .. 
PASSED ON INFOR11.ATION PERTAINING TO AN AMERICAN POW NAMED (FNU) . 

-HAR-LAND .. - P.RE~U.OUS.L.LREPQRTED IN PARAGRAPH FOUR ABOVE I 1-2 ·NOVEMBER1987)-:--,-THE!DlliE OFTHE powwx-s-----------------------·--
CORRECTED AND WAS IDENTIFIED AS HENRY L. ALLEN; ALLEN IS CARRIED AS 
DECEASED IN AVAILABLE MIA/POW LISTING. .PRESENTED INFORHATIQN 
ON TH~ CURRENT STATUS OF ALLEN THAT HE HAD RECEIVED THROUGH A 

.......... _ .................... - . ----·· 

-
ALLEN WAS TRANSFERRED FROM THE AREA OF BAN BOUAK VILLAGE (UH 4254), 
HOUAHUANG DISTRICT, HOUA PHAN PROVINCE, IN E~~LY DECEMBER 1987 TO 
BAN PHIENG KAO HOI (NC;..), ABOUT TWELVE KILOHTERS l'fORTHEAST OF BOUH 
TA KHOAY CANTON (NCA), SAM TAl DISTRICT (VH 6kl0), HOUA PHAN 
PROVINCE, NEAR THE LPDR/SRV BORDER. ALLEN WAS REPORTEDLY MOVED 
BECAUSE STRANGERS IN THE AREA WERE REPORTEDLY. SEEKING INFORMATION ON 
H1S WHEREABOUTS. ALLEN WAS REPORTEDLY UNDER THE GUARD ·oF A LOCAL 
CANTON SECURITY FORCE COMMANDED BY AN OFFICER NAMED PHOUNSAVAT 
(LNU) . ACCORDING TO 11.LLEN WAS HARRIED TO A LOCAL w'oHAN NAMED 
THONGPLIEN SOPHAMISAI ·, AND WAS THE FATHER OF A FIVE-YEAR-OLD SON 
NAMED KHAHDNG AND A TWO-YEAR-OLD DAUGHTER NAMED KHAHPHENG. 

6. ON 5 FEBRUARY 1988, . WAS 
DEBRIEFED. ~LAIHED ALLEN WAS MOVED BACK TO THE' BAN BOUAK 
AREA IN HID-DECEMBER 1987, ~D~AT HE HAD .OBTAINED A PHOTOCOPY OF 
ALLEN'S SERVI~D CARD FROM[ I 

......... - REPORTEDLY HAS A 
BRIEFCASE CONTAINING ITEMS (NFI) APPARENTLY PERTAINING TO ALLEN, 
INCLUDING THE ORIGINAL ID CARD, AND REPORTEDLY CLAIMS THAT ALLEN WAS 
SHOT DOWN ON 26 J~~UARY 1970 IN THE VICINITY JF TG 9107. . 
FURTHER CLAIMED THAT HE CROSSED INTO THAILAND IN EARLY JANUARY 1988 
WITH THE PHOTOCOPY ANI:- CONTACTED A PERSON NAMED KON (LNU) TO . 
DETERMINE IF THE PHOTCCOPY COULD BE SOLD TO SOMEONE WTTH AN INTEREST 
IN POW/MIA MATTERS. CLAIMED THAT EXPECTED TO 
RECEIVE 30,000 BAHT FOR PROVIDING THE PHOTOCOPY OF THE ID CARD. 
SUBSEQUENTLY INTRODUCED HIM ,o A FOREIGN NATIONAL IN 
NAKHON PHANOM CITY WHO IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS '---:::-::--=c:-c:::::-::,--::c~. 
------ CLAIMED SHINKLE PAID 
HIM 4, 000 BAHT FOR THE lD CARD. HOWEVER, ............ ALLEGED HE HAD 
FIRST TAKEN THE PRECAUTION OF CO~YING THE INFORMATION OFF THE 
PHOTOCOPY,. WHICH HE PROVIDED TO OUR DEBRIEFER. ACCORDING TO 
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7. , PASSZD THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WHICH HE 
_______________ .B_~f_QB_If:l?.L,J __ .(;9J'lEJLflL01:LIHJ;;_tijQJ_QC.QP3.. ___ Qf. __ AL.LEN.'_S_S.ERY_LCE __ lD_CARD.: ________ _: _______ _ 

ALLEN HENRY L. 
DATE OF BIRTH: 
WEIGHT: 200 (POSS LBS AND IN 196 7) (SIC) 

HEIGHT: 6'1" 
HAIR COLOR: BROWN 
EYES COLOR: ~U 
BLOOD TYPE: 

CARD NR.: · 
DATE OF ISSUE: 22 JUNE 1967 
SERVICE NR.: 

8. ALSO REPORTED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED INFORMATION 
ABOUT ANOTHER AMERICAN POW NAMED PATRICK HENRY FALLON BEING DETAINED 
IN SAM TAI DISTRICT, HOUA PHAN PROVINCE. THIS INFORMATION WAS 
RELATED TO - )N 27 DECEMBER 1987 DURING A CONVERSATION WITH ~ 

NO OTHER DETAILS WERE REPORTED. AVAILABLE POW/MIA 
LISTING INDICATES. ~ PATRICK MARTIN FALLON WAS DOWNED ON 4 JULY 1969 
IN THE VICINITY OF UG013331. FALLON IS LISTEL AS DECEASED).· 

9. AS OF 1.2 FEBR:.JARY 1988, ~-~ 
HAD RETURNED TO LAOS. I IBASE IS WILLING TO BROKER AN 

INTRODUCTION TO THEM FOR STONY BEACH FOLLOWUP INTERVIEWS. STONY 
BEACH WAS PASSED INFORKATION IN PARAGRAPHS FIV€ THROUGH EIGHT ABOVE 
WITHOUT SOURCING INFORMATION. STONY BEACH HA~ SINCE ADVISEP ~-~ 
BASE OF ITS INTEREST IN CONDUCTING FURTHER INTERVIEWS OF 

10. 

11. CLASSIFIED BY SIGNER. L_ ___________ ~~ 

(). 
CL BY 

0533573. 

END OF MESSAGE 

--:·.:·END OF MESSAGE··- ... , .. ,;:~,···-- · ··SE£RET..-- · - --···· ·· · · ·· · 
''o~ TEMPORARY WORKING COP¥".=-- DESTROY AFTER USE :'de 

--.. -·-~ .... -... -~- .. - ... ~·-··--~ .... -~--···-------···--·- ..... ·--·-.. ·-~· .... ·---·· ..... -~ ........... , __________ ~-·-···-~·---··--.... --.--------=----·-: .... ___ ,,..,,_, _____ ,. ___ .. _~·-------·---·---- .. -----.. -·--·----.. --·· 
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!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
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1. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED FROM AN 

ARE NOT FORMALLY DISSEMINATING THIS INFORMATION, WHICH IS BEING 
PASSED FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 

2. IN LATE ~EPTEMEBER AND EARLY OCTOBER 1987 A 

IREMARKED ON THE INEFFECTIVENESS OF PRIVATE u.s. '----------' 

EFFORTS TO LOCATE PERSONS KILLED, CAPTURED, OR 
HISSING-IN-ACTION DURING THE VIETNAM WAR, SAYING THAT "THERE 
ARE LE$5 THAN 1,200 PRISONERS OF WAR" (POW'S). THE FUNCTIONARY 
LATER REMARKED IN A SEPARATE CONVERSATION THAT "THE ACTUAL 
~:uMBER OF POW'S IN THE SRV IS SMALL COMP.ARED WITH THOSE IN LAOS 
.;NO CAMBODIA, BOTH IN KNOWN AND UNKNOwN LOCATIONS." HE 
:0NTINUED THAT U.S. POLICY TOWARD LAOS AND CAMBODIA MAKES IT 
!~POSSIBLE FOR THE AMERICANS TO PURSUE THE MATTER OF POW'S 
EFFECTIVELY AND THAT "THE NUMBER OF POiv'S AS ESTIMATED BY THE 

· .~.HERICANS, 1; 270, IS HIGHER THAN THE ACTUAL FIGURE. 11 HE 
CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT HE HAD NO IDEA HOW MANY POW'S WERE 
BEING HELD IN Lt.OS AND CAMBODIA. (HEADQUARTERS COMMENT: IT IS 
UNCLEAR WHETHER THE 1,270 FIGURE CITED IS FOR ALL OF INDOCHINA 
OR MERELY THE SP.V.) 

~-

. - ~ ' . · IN 

i' .. 



. . . . . 
;;~;zt~~~~~~~~l~~~.;:.~;~~ .. :~~~-~~~~:~w~:~;~~~7;ii§E~:;~~;;~~;;:~~~~~-;-it~·.t~~.tf~~~~~i:~~~~gi~~~~ 

. GAINED ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. THE WORD .THE .. OFF.ICIAL U.SED IN 
·-----·- ···-····-·--···-- ________ REF.ERRING._T.O ... THE-EO.W-'S-WAS .. -THE .. V.IE.T.NAMESE--WORD--~-TU--BlNH.,.!.!.._THA.T------~---·--· ···-··--: __ _ 

. · IS· "PRISONER OF i1A"R.n· WHETHER HE HEAN1' ·TO' -iNCLUDE: OTHER TYPES" . 
OF ·HOSTAGES OR PRISONERS UNDER THIS· TERM: IS UNCLEAR'.)' 

~. 

·-··-·--·-----.. ---.··---·-.. -~·-·--··--···-------~--·---·---~-----·-·---~-~-··-··-.. ----·--·--··----·-· ..... ----··----·-- .. -·--··-------· ..... ---··--· 
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~ 

BASE IN 

REPORTED THAT DURING THE PERIOD ~ROM 9 TO 11 JULY 1986, TH2.£E 
AMERICAN PRISONEPS WERE BROUGHT TO HUANG PAKBENG (QC 2301i FRCM 
OUDOMSt\ I ( RC 0291) BY CAR. THE'i WERE BROUGHT TO HliANG PAK3di·~ 
TO FIX FOUR OFfiCIAl. VEHICLES THAT WERE OUT OF ORJER AN~ TO 
REPAIR THE ENGINE Of A LOC~L RICE MILL. AFTER COH?~ET[~~ f~liR 
WORK THEY WENT BACK TO OUDOHSAI. 

2. OUR BASE COKM~Nit:i) THAT THIS INFORHATION AN::J REF 
REPORT BOTH D~SCFIBE THE ''A~c:RICANS'' AS BEING USEJ AS 
MECHANICS. REF RE?~S! wAS fROM THE SAME SOURCE SUi:' A Dlffi::RE:·r: 
SUBSOURCE. OUR B~SC: NC:ED THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE :HI ACTLVE 
VEHICLE MAINTEN~NCE ?RCG~;~ :N NCRTH LAOS AND TEA! ?ER I IT~E SCV~ET MILITAR'i MISSION IN VI~N7iANS 
HAD GIVEN A ONE DAY AUTCHG~~1E HA~NTSNANCE COURSE TO THE LPA 
3RD )!VISION IN LUAN;~ ~-~~-;-:~.~ ON 11 .JutY. ANOTHER BASE SOURCE 
RE?QRTED THAT A SOV:E1 INSTR~CrOR GA~E A COURSE IN LUANG 
PRB~NG. ~ROM 28 JUNE TO 30 JUlY FOR Cii/ILIAN MEC.HA.NJCS fRCM THE 
SIX NOf1THERN LAO PRCVINCES. ::-:·f'JS THC. SIGHTING OF "AP.SR~CAN" 
HECnAN::CS HIGHT BE V~.LID, 3!..'~· ;:-iE'[ H:GHi ALSO BE CAUC~.SIAN 
RUSSIAN ADVISORS. 

3. OUR BASE WILL H~.E THE OPPCHT\..INIT'i TO DEBRIEF . 
-----· THE SOURCE OF ?AKA.~~~ ~5GVE CIRCrl TEE ~EEK OF 
~2 SEPTEMBER. REQUEST DIA fOR~ARD ANY REQ~IRE~~~TS FOR THIS 
DEBRIEFLNG BY 18 SEPTEMBER SO ~~ CAN FOR~~?D TH~M TO OUR BASE. 
PARA ONE INFORMATION AND ADD~TiONKL INFO~~ATICN OSTArNED DUP.ING 
THE SEPT~HBER ~EETI~~ wrrL BE OISSEME8 AS A I I 

4. FILE: NON:.. _ .1 
-··:·: .. - -· .. . ... S ... S ... G RET ............ _ 

··-... -·--·---·-----------··-----·---·---- .. - .. -··-·------·-·-·-·-· ..... ·--·--· .... ----··----·-···--·--·------ ... --.......... ______________ .. ,_, ___ .,_ ... _. ____ _ 
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s E C R !!: T 

I I 
I l 
rS:,:,:..UB~J~E~CT~:~~AD~D~I~T ::.::I O~N~AL POW /HI A INFO ON LAOS 
I I 

1 . "fS.1 I THE SOURCE OF TITLED 
"REPORTED SIGHTiNG OF AMERICAN PRISONEI!S IN LAOS," WHOSE PAST 
REPORTING HAS BEEN GENERALLY RELIABLE, REPORTED THE FOLLOWING 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

. 2. +£i I IN LATE JUL·Y 1986 ' SOURCE* s SUBSOURCE I . 

WHO IS A LAO RESIDENT, VISITED BAN KHOANG (QD 9332). BAN 
KHOANG HAS ABOUT 35 FAMILIES OF ETHNIC LUE PEOLE. WHILE IN BAN 
KHOANG, SUBSOURCE REQUESTED TO VISIT MUANG NGOY (TH 5891), 
OBSTENSIVELY TO SEE THE GOLDEN BUDDHA AND THE MAGIC METAL, 
REPORTED TO BE HARDER THAN STEEL AND INVULNERABLE. SUBSOURCE 
WAS TOLD THAT HE COULD NOT GO THERE BECAUSE THERE WERE MANY 
PAVN IN HUANG NGOY AND THEY AND THE LPA DO NOT ALLOW 
OUTSIDERS. WHEN SUBSOURCE ASKED WHY THE AREA WAS RESTRICTED, 
HE WAS TOLD IT WAS BECAUSE THERE ARE AMERICANS BEING HELD 
ruERE. ~ 

3. 'fs_ SUBSOURCE CONVINCED , ·-·-···· .. 
TO· C~ TO MUANG NGOY AND BUY THEM A BUDDHA IMAGE. 

WALKED TO THE INTERSECTION AT QD 8418 AND 
CAUGHT A BUS TO HUANG NAH BAC (TH 3583) AND. ~ALKED TO HUANG 
NGOY KAO (TH 581)1). UPON RETURN THEY SAID THAT SECURITY WAS 
VERY TIGHT IN HUANG NGOY AND THERE; W~R~ .Mf\.NY __ Pf!.YN.· ... 1JJ!!;X. ~l'AXE.O. 
WITH A FRIEND . . . .~ND ASKED HIH TO TAKE THEM TO THE CAVE 
OF THAH PHA YONG 'JHERE A GOLDEN BUDDHA IS ON DISPLAY. 
SAID THAT PEOPLE WERE ABSOLUTELY FORBirDEN TO ENTER THE AREA BY 
THE PAVN. THERE ARE FOUR CAVES IN THE AREA AND PAVN USES THREE 
CAVES AND PROTECTS THEM wiTH 30 MM ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUNS. ANOTHER 
CAVE CALLED .THAH HUANG NGO'i IS THE MOST RESTRICTED AREA BECAUSE 
IT IS A. DETENTION CENTER. THERE IS ROOH FOR 3000 PEOPLE INSIDE 
THE CAVE .. IT WAS THE SITE OF DETENTION OF THE LAST LAO KING OF 
LAOS AND MANY ROYAL RELATIVES AFTER THE COKMUNSTS TOOK OVER. 
. 4. ts-j I SAID THAT THE PAVN HAD CAUGHT 

· ·-· .. · ..... · · · · .. ·s· .g·-_c. R g T ... --- -·-- ..... -· -· ..... -- ..... 



MEDIUM HEIGHT WITH S rDEBURNS AND .A BLACK SPOT ON HIS: RIGHT 
__ .. .. --· --·----. ---·. -·---~-----·-CHEEK ... THAT--MI GHT .. BE- A-.B-I RJHMARK:. OR-·-A---SGAR- -GA.U.SE-D·-BY---B&I-NG··-H-I-T--- · · ·- -- _, __ ----·----· -- --

OR" BURNED'. CJCJCOULD THINK Of NO PISTINGUISHING FEATURES. . . . 
FOR· THE THIRD A'MERICAN .. ··-- . ..... . . ... . . 

5. -tsl I ON 3 JUNE 1986 I THE PAVN HAD' REPORTEDLY 
MOVED THE POWS FROM SOP KHAN NOI TO THAM HUANG NGOY CAVE. THE 

·---------------PAV·N--SA-I-B--THA-T--AN-Y-V-I·l:[:AG-ER·-E-NTERlNG···THE-NEW-·~tREA-WOULD--B'E __________ _ 
SHOT. . _ _ __ -·-·- . ------· HAD NOT BEEN TO THE THAM MUANG NGOY 
CAVE SINCE THE AMERICANS WERE HOVED-THERE BUT USED TO HU~T IN 
THE AREA AND PROVIDED A SKETCH MAP. 

6. ( ~ I SUBSOURCE MEMORIZED THE MAP AND REDREW 
IT fOR SOURCE. OUR BASE REPORTS THAT THE SKETCH MAP IS CLEAR 
ON MANY POINTS BUT HAS ONE GLARING ERROR. ACCORDING TO THE MAP, 
HUANG NGOY MAI (NEW HUANG NGOY) AND HUANG NGOY KAO (OLD HUANG 
NGOY) ARE ON THE WEST BANK OF THE NAM OU RIVER. UNLESS THESE 
ARE TWO SUB-VILLAGES OF HUANG NGOY THEY ARE ON THE WRONG BANK. 
HOWEVER, THE SKETCH MAP DOES SHOW THE AIRFIELD WHICH OUR BASE 
BELIEVES MUST BE THE ONE AT TH 573894. FROM THE MAP OUR 
OFFICER GUESSED THAT THE CAVE WHERE THE REPORTED AMERICANS ARE 
NOW IS AT TH 573984 OR JUST TO THE SOUTH IN THE IRREGULAR HILL 
THAT HAS ITS PEAK-AT TH 563888. THE OLD CAVE IS LOCATED ABOUT 
TWO KILOMETERS NORTH OF THE NEW SITE AND ON THE EAST BANK OF 
THE RIVER. OUR BASE PUTS THIS AT THE HILL WITH ITS PEAK AT TH 
588899. OUR BASE CAUTIONED THAT THEY ARE BASING LOCATIONS ON· 
THE SUPPOSITION THAT SUBSOURCE GOT THE AIRFIELD SITE ABOUT 
RIGHT. IF SO THEN THE OLD CAVE, NEW CAVE AND A PAVN AAA SITE 
SUBSOURCE MARKED, _THAT WE PUT ON THE HILL AT TH. 583881 WOULD BE 
ABOUT RIGHT. · 

· 7. CJHA.3 NOT AS YET RECEIVED THE MAP FROM OUR BASE. 
HOPE THIS WILL BE OF ASSISTANCE. 

8. 

END OF MESSAGE 
NNNN 
NNDD 

CL BY 1..__ _ ____,1 . 
SECRET 
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------
HSP 

CJ 
-S E C R 1:: r 

1 • .{-8- I I WE HAVE RECEIVED SEV ER.~L rtESPONSES TO 
REQUIREMENTS LEVIED ON OUR STATIONS fOLLOWING THE RECENT LIVE 
POW SIGHTINGS IN LAOS. ACCORDING TO . 

, A THAI' M ~L.ITARY UNIT RESPONSIBLE FOR OPERATIONS IN 
LAOS HAS NEVER RECEiVED ANY REPORTING CONCERNING SIGHTINGS OF 
LIVE AMERICAN PGW'S IN THE LUANG PRABANG AREA. 

2. f-?-1 1· A SOURCE WHOSE PAST REPORTING IS 
INSUFFICIENT TO ESTABLISH RELIABILITY DEBRIEFED r~O REFUGEES 
FROH THE HUANG NGOY AREA. BOTH HEN WERE HELD IN REEDUCATICN 
CAMPS IN HUANG NGOY AREA FROM 1975-1985·. ACCORDING TO THE TWO 
HEN, WHO WERE iNTERVIEWED SEPARATELY, THERE ARE TWO MAIN . 
REEDUCATION CAMPS, TWO SMALLER REEDUCATON CAMPS, AND A JAIL 
LOCATED IN HUANG NGOY. ALL ARE LOCATED ALONG THE NAM OU RUER 
OR ITS TRIBUTARIES AND HUCH OF THE TRA~EL TO THE CAMPS IS BY 
BOAT. THE TWO MAIN REEDUCATION CAMPS ARE HAT CHAM (TH 5890) 
AND NAM BAK (NCA), LQCATED ACROSS THE NAH a~K RIVER FROM 3AN 
NAKHON (TH 4680) VILLAGE. THE HAT CHAM CAHP IS LOCATED IN THE 
VALLEY OF THE PHABOM AND PHAPAE MOUNTP: INS .~LONG THE NAM OU 
RIVER. FORMER ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES fRCM LUANG 
PRABANG AND SAYABOURY PROVINCES WERE DETAINED A: THIS CAMP 
WHICH CONSISTED. OF ABOUT 15 HOUSES, FOUR 3~RRACK.S, AND ONE RICE 
MI.LL. IN 1980, MANY Gr THE INMATES FRCM THIS :::~~;: '..iERE 
TRANSFERRED TO CAMPS :~.ATTOPEU AND XIENG KHCUA~G ?ROVINCES. 
ACCORDING TO ONE CF :-:..;: ?::FiJGEES, THE U.il-!;. :-::s AT THE NAM ·aAK 
CAMP HAD ALSO BEEN SE~1 :o.OTHER CAMPS !N A~T0PEU AND XIENG 
KHOUANG PROVINCES AN~ ~HE C~MP WAS NOW OCC~P:ED 3Y PAVN 
TROOPS. THE JAL!... WAS :.vCA :ED AT HAD :<AO ( eT:'HER :H 5226 OR TH 
51.177) AND 'riAS ALSO LOC~!'~l) ALONG THE HAH :;u ~IVER. THE JAIL 
wAS USED TO HOIJSE P.E::~.:,;o T i!)N CAMP INMA ~ES Hl-lO WERE NOT 
COOPERATIVE OR WERE·.C?.E:~~:NG PROBLEXS. ALSO LOCATED IN THIS 

.... GENERAL VLCINLTY . .'<IE::.E .. ?HAKEO. (TH 5919.) CAVE .. AND.TWO SHALLES ........... ; ..... . 
. S ~ C R E ! : · 
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3 .. fS. IN ADDITION·, WE HAVE; __ _A~GAf.N .. REH.I-NO&:D--·jUR----·····-····--·---·- .. ·-------~·:-------·-·· ........ -···----.STAUONS-WHQ FQCtow·-v·rETNO\WOF .. THE-fHPQRf:iNCE· OF THE ?0~ . i 
ISSUE. WE' HAD TWO RES~ONSES. JHHE:DrATELY FROM NEW SOIJRCES. 

1 . 

ACCORDING TO A SOURCE WITH COCO ACCESS \/HOSE RELIABILITY HAS 

NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED, . . O.N JFF ICIAL. ABROAD SAID THAT THERE --------------
. ARE NO AMERICAN POWS STILL 4LIVE_JN._V.LET.NAMESE--P·R.Z..SCN--e-:rM:Ps--oa-------·------

-·-·----------EtSEWHEFIE-;·----HE--A-[)HltTED-THA_f __ THERE WERE PERHAPS FORMER U.s. 

., 

SERVICEMEN l·t:-10 MIGHT HAVE REHAINED IN VIETNAM, BUT THERE .ARE NO 
PCWS BEING HELD AT THE LOCAL LEVEL WITHOUT THE K~IOw1.E:0GE OF 
SENIOR SRV OFFICIALS. 

4. ACCORD rNG TO A SOURCE "lHOSE ? AST REPORTING HAS BEEN 
INSvrfiCIENT TO ESTABL~S~ A DEGREE OF RELIABILITY, THERE ARE NO 
LIVE OR CAPTIVE PCWSIH7AS STILL IN '/IETNA.H. IN SOURCE'S 
OPINION, REPORTS QF ·CAPTIVE POWS/1-HAS ARE NOTHING ~ORE THAN OLD 
SIGHTINGS OF DCWNEG CRE~S LOST IN THE JUNGLES. SOURCE BELIEVES 
ANYONE LOST IN THE JUNGLES WOULD CERTAINLY BE DEAJ, AND EVEN IF 
THERE WERE ·ANY LIV~NG POWS/HIAS THEY WOULD PROBABLY BE rN LAOS 
OR CA!-!800 I A , NOT VI ET.~N~A:2.~ ~· ·---------, 

5. NO FILE. 

END OF MESSAGE 
SECRE'P 

NNDD 

--·--·-·-··---.. -~··------~--- ... ·-·-
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RELEASE DATE: 
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MSR PAGE 0001· 
AUG-86 

----------------------- ______ L-____ ___J 

-----------------------------------

SUBJECT: FOLLOW-UP ON POW REPORTING 

REF: DATED 3 JULY 86 

1. THIS MESSAGE IS A PRELIMINARY RESPONSE TO YOUR LETTER OF 
31 JULY 1986 CONTAINING FOLLOW-UP QU~STIONS CONCERNING OUR Two· 
REPORTS ON U.S. POW SIGHTING$ IN LAOS WHICH HAS BEEN SENT TO OUR 
Bfu~GKOK STATION. THE I I IS UNDERTAKING A NUMBER OF ACTIONS IN 
DIRECT RESPONSE. SOME UNILATERAL ASSETS WHO ARE FROM THAT AREA OR 
ARE FAMILIAR WITH IT, OP. WHO KNOW PERSONS FAMILIAR WITH IT, ARE 
BEING CONTACTED AND A FEW SELECT ASSETS ARE BEING SENT INTO THE 
ARM. J I 

[ . 

REFUGEES FROM THE AREA WILL BE DEBRIEFED FOR THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF 
THAT LOCALE. THEe==] HAS RAISED THE·ISSUE WITH THE THAI MILITARY, 

WHICH HAVE PROMISED TO HELP THROUGH THEIR CONTACTS TN LAOS. THE 
SUBSOURCE OF ONE OF THE ORIGINAL R')::PORT~ . ·. -·· _, HAS ALREADY 
BEEN DISPATCHED BACK INTO THE AREA FOR FOLLOW-{i·p, THE SUBSOURCE OF 
THE OTHER REPORT, -· HAS REPORTED ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
WHICH IS BEING REPORTED IN (ADDENDUM). IN EACH 
INSTANCE, THE SUBSOURCE IS TRYING TO RECONTACT THE ORIGINAL SOURCE 
OF THE INFORMATION FOR CONFIRMATION AND FURTHER DETAILS. ·OTHER 
INDIVIDUALS FAMILIAR· WITH THE AREA, INCLUDING SOME CAUCASIANS KNOWN 
TO WORK IN RURAL LAOS, MAY BE APPROACHED FOR ANY INFORMATION THEY 
HAVE. WE ARE MAKING EVERY EFFORT TO CONFIRM THAT THE SOURCES 
ACTUALLY WENT TO THE AREA ~~D BRING BACK PHOTOGRAPHIC OR OTHER 
EVIDENCE OF WHAT THEY SAW. 

......... ..... ·············· ~ ··.···::········· 
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4 . SEeR--H-.- :> 

END OF MESSAGE SECRET 

END OF MESSAGE SECRET 
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CENTI·AL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

REPORT CLASS -S- E E R E :1-
~--------------~ 

OIST: 09 JULY 1987 

EXCLUS I 'IE D I SSEHI NAT I ON TO O.OORESSEES L I STEO AT E ·D OF REPORT 

COUNTRY: LAOS 

SUBJ: POW/MIAf ALLEGI:t· AMERICAN REPORTEDLY IL lNG CARED FOR 
BY HMONG IN EAR(~ 1987 AT SALEO VILLAGE SAVANNAKHET 
PROVINCE' I LAOS 

001: EARLY MARCH 198i 

SOURCE· 

F A B R I C - 7 I 0 N N 0 T I C E. 

TEXT: QN 28 APRIL 1987, A .INTELLIGENCE INFORMAT ON REPORT WITH THE 
ABOVE NUMBER AND HEADING Y;S ISSUED. IT HAS SINC~ BEEN LEARNED THAT 
THE SOURCE OF THE REPORT e LIBERATELY PROVIDED FA .SE AND MISLEADING 
INFOMATidN. ALL COPIES OF THE REPORT SHOULD BE D''STROYED AND THE 
INFORMATION REMOVED FROM CMPUTER HOLDINGS. 

ACQ: L__ _____ __, (14 PRIL 1987). 

OISSEM: I I NONE. 
·'ti'ASHIN.GTON DISSEM: 

'..1.\RN I NG: REPORT CLASS 5. E. -C R E T- L---~-~----------' 

-------------·---·-----------------·---·-···---·----·-·---·----·-----------·---s-'E .. -·c·--R·-··Ef"-=r-·-·-----.. -.......................... ___________________ . _______________________________________________ _ 
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TOT: ·o82022Z APR 87 
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SERIAL: 

PASS: 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

REPORT CLASS S E C R E r .. 

DIST: 08 APRIL 1987 

EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION ~0 ADDRESSEES LISTED AT ElU OF REPORT 
--------------------------·--------------------··-------------
COUNTRY: LAOS 

SUBJ: POW/MIA: ALLEGED AMERICAN REPORTEDLY BLING CARED 
FOR BY HMONG IN EARLY 1987 AT SALEO VILI'-AGE, SAVANNAKHET 
PROVINCE,. LAOS 

DO!: EARLY MARCH 1987 

._SO_URCE: 
T' 

·-------·---TEXT!--1~-·-ls ·aF-2oMAilt:Ir 1)87"-; "fiN--A"RERTCMr·c·tiPTA"IT.~--REPORTEDtr·N1tMED'----·-·---~----·--···--·------
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---------------------------------------------------------------------~----------

(FNU) ('(HORGAN)) WAS ALLEGEDLY. STAYING NEAR THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF 
. VIETNAM BORDER IN THE VICINITY OF SALEO .. (NCA) VILLAGE, SALEO CANTON, 

SAMOI' DISTRICT (XD 9416) SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE, LAO PEOPLE'S 
. DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC (LPDR). MORGAN, WHO REPORTEDLY PARACHUTED FROM--·-----· --·---· ___ _ 

--·--··---·--Aw-AIRCRAFT·-rw-1'973-·--wAS-BEING-CARED-FOK-BY-ETHNIC-HMONG-fNHli."BITANTS , -
OF THE AREA. ONE UNIDENTIFIED PERSON HAD ATTEMPTED TO GIVE A PIECE OF 
PAPER TO MORGAN WHICH CONTAINED QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED AND CALLED 
FOR A SIGNATURE, BUT MORGAN REFUSED TO COMPLETE OR SIGN THE PAPER 
WITHOUT THE PRIOR PERMISSICN OF ((THOM)) (LNU), HIS CARETAKER. THE 
VILLAGERS.SAID THAT THEY WANTED 150 BAHT-WEIGHT QF SILV~R AND MORGAN 
TAKEN AWAY IN EXCHANGE FOR CARING FOR HIM DURING THE PREVIOUS DECADE. 
(FIELD COMMENT: ONE SILVER·BAHT-WEIGHT IS VALUED AT APPROXIMATELY 
200 BAHT, OR A TOTAL OF 30,000 BAHT. ABOUT 26 BAHT EQUALS U.S.$1.00 
AT THE CURRENr EXCHANGE RA'i'E.) APPARENTLY IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONING, 
THE VILLAGERS ~AID THAT THEY KEPT AND RAISED ANIMALS, AND THEY SAW NO 
REASON WHY THEY SHOULD NOT CARE FOR A HUMAN BEING. HORGAN HAD 
ATTEMPTED TO WRITE A LETTER HOME, BUT THE VILLAGERS REFUSED TO ALLOW 
IT. 

2. THE STORY OF MORGAN CAME TO THE ATTENTION OF A SAVANNAKHET 
TOWN VILLAGER WHO CLAIMED ACCESS TO THE AREA THROUGH HIS SPOUSE'S 
FAMILY CONNECTIONS. THE SPOUSES'S COUSIN WAS REPOHTEDLY ACQUAINTED 
WITH THOH. THE SAVANNAKHET VILLAGER SENT HIS NEPHEW, .. 
,_. . . iNTO THAILAND TO TELL THE STORY. ··-····- _ CLI1 IMED TO HAVE FIRST 
TRAVELED T.O THE SALEO VILLP..GE AREA TO ATTEMPT TO GAIN FIRST HAND 
INFORMATION ABOUT MORGAN; ·--·---- SAID THAT HE HAD NOT. BEEN ABLE TO 
SEE MORGAN, BUT THAT VILLAr.E CHILDREN KNEW OF HIM. 

ACQ: t__ ____ ____j ( 7 APRIL 1987) • 

DISSEH: 

I Is E c R E Tj I 

JIL__ _____ I 
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FEB 88 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED FIRST HAND LIVE SIGHTING REPORTING FROM 
KHAMT AN NOUMALA IN CANADA 

1. PER DISCUS IONS WITH DIA/VO-Pvi. ANALYSIS BRANCH CHIEF 
L..._ ______ r-'-1-=cO=-N---"-'ll::........:.F_,E=B=R=UAR9 Y 1988, WE ARE FORWARDING. 

!HAS OBTAINED THROUGH 
'----' 

DEBRIEFING OF IMMIGRANT 
L::-~---=--c:=--====-=-=---;-:--,::-:::,---,--------'--'O~N ALLEGED FIRST HAND-' 
LIVE S IGHTINGS IN LAOS. REQUESTS THAT IJS .. 
INFORMATION NOT BE DISSEMINATED OUT Sib"£" OF--tHis·· AGENf'("/iliD DIA 
WITHOUT I I PERMISSION·. WE HAVE SENT A MESSAGE TO 
I I AS REQUESTED BY FOR CONFIRMATION ON 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR TRAVEL HERE FOR VO.-PW DEBRIEFINGS ON 
THE MIA/POW ISSUE.CIRCA 15 APRIL 1988. THE TEXT OF THE 

I I NOTE ON IS AS FOLLOWS. 

2. SOURCE: FORMER LAOTION, NOW 0 
I I IMMIGRANT. SOURCE REPORTED THREE SIGHTING$ QF 
U.S. POW/MIA PERSONNEL IN LAOS IN 1984. DEBRIEFING WAS c=J 

BUT SOURCE _MADE REFERENCE TO NOTES HE· HAD PREPARED IN 
~L-A-OT_I_O~N. WE OBTAINED THESE NOTES AND THEY ARE ENCLOSED. YOU 
WILL BE ABLE TO DISCERN IMPRESSIONS OF PREVIOUSLY WRITTEN NOTES 
ON THE PAPER, POSSIBLE WRITTEN ON 31 AUGUST 1987. THESE APPEAR 
TO BE IN A DIFFERENT HAND AND MAY OR MAY NOT BE RELEVANT. 

3. SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO SPECIFY WHAT MONTH SIGHTS 
OCCURRED. SOURCE WAS "ON THE ROAD FOR TWELVE MONTHS AS PART OF 
A GROUP DELIVERING MEDICAL SUPPLIES CSOVIET QUININE AND 
VITAMINSJ TO SEVERAL POPU1ATED PLACES. 

4. THE FIRST SIGHTING OCCURRED 30 KILOMTERS NORTH OF 
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RIVE·R.. THEY APPEARED TO BE IN GOOD HEALTH AND WERE FED TWICE A 

··DAY·,-·:ttT NOON AND··t700·-HOURS~· THEY· WERE-TREATED-AS ·PRISON-ERS·····-----·-·-·--······-· · --- ·-·-----····· 
&~D WERE. NOT, AS IN THE CASE OF. THE SECOND SIGHTING, INTEGRATED 
INTO TH~ fdCAL POPULATION. . .... . .. 

5. THE SECOND SIGHTING WAS AT KHAM KER, NEAR NAPE IN 
----·----------····KHAKEH-PROVIJirC"K:-·--HERE.-HE-ME-t~''"MOKE?r15dRA.Ho''-··wciNAHUE-1)""-WHCiH-·aE·---------·------------

DESCRIBED AS A FORMER USAF BOHBER PILOT A,ND SON OF "A GENERAL" 
IN THE SEVENTH FLEET. DOMAHO.WAS HARRIED TO A-HONTAGNARD WOMAN 
WITH WHOH HE HAD TWO CHILDREN. HE WAS INTEGRATED INTO THE 
COHHUNITY AND HAD COHPLETE FREEDOM OF HOVEMENT. AT THIS SAHE 
LOCATION WAS A BLACK AMERICAN, ALSO FREE. HE WAS UNHARRI_ED. 
OUR SOURCE SPENT FOUR WEEKS HERE. 

6. THE THIRD SIGHTING WAS AT A CAHP 20 KILOMETERS OFF THE" 
HO CHI HINH TRAIL (SEE SKETCHES). TWENTY-SEVEN U.S. SERVICEMEN 
WERE INCARCERATED HERE WITHIN A COMPOUND SURROUNDED BY FOUR 
ROWS OF BAMBOO fENCING. THE PRISONERS WORKED AT CUTTING 
FIREWOOD. THEY WERE TAKEN OUT EACH DAY BY GUARDS WHO WERE OF 
THE KHA SENG ETHNIC GROUP. ABOUT 200 HETERS OUTSIDE THE 
COHPOUND WERE THREE GRAVES OF U.S. SERVICEHEN WHO HAD DIED IN 
THIS PRISON. IN A THREE WEEK PERIOD, SOURCE ENTERED THE 
COHPOUND FOUR TIHES, ·TAKING IN QUININE AND VITAMINS. 

7. AT THIS POINT HAVING GATHERED THE HIGHLIGHTS, WE 
PERSUADED OUR SOURCE TO SPEAK DIRECTLY WITH L-------------~ 

OF YOUR OFFICE.· AS AGREED WITH YOUR OFFICIALS, 
'-------' 
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTINUE TELEPHONE CONTACT WITH THE 
SOURCE. SHOULD YOU WISH TO SEND A REPRESENTATIVE TO 
MEET FACE-TO-FACE WITH HIM,· I WOULD BE HAPPY TO COORDINATE THE 
HEETING. THIS EXERCISE DEALT WITH A SUBJECT MATTER AND A 
REGION THAT WE ARE NOT COHPLETELY FAMILIAR WITH, SO OUR 
APOLOGIES FOR ANY ERRORS IN THE SPELLING OF LAOTIAN NAMES. I 
WOULD APPRECIATE FROH YOU AN ASSESSMENT OF THE VALUE OF ~HIS 
INFORMATION IN DUE COURSE. 

8. 

12. 

END OF MESSAGE ~ 

· END OF -MESSAGE SECRET . . . .. . . 
'"''' TEMPORARY WORKING COPY -- DESTROY AFTER USE ,.,., 

-:-·-·--·~---···-··-~--- ~-- o ----·----·---··-···~--··---···- --~-''"'"'-" ----~~----·-----··;.., ______ -OOM:;-,;...,,,,_. _______________________ ' oo ·---·-------.. -·---- -· 0 ........ _ .. 

!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 



c 0 6 0 0 12 4 2-- --·--- --- - ------------- --·- ··-
--~·-·-·· ---~-···~·------·- .... ·---·-··· .. -· -·--.... -~·--·----·-:--·---·~~ ·--- -- ··--·-··-·--·-----·-··-~- ..... "---· ·- ... ________ "':" __ _ 

Letter to Senators Kerry/Smith re POW/MIA (20_Dec 91 incoming ltr) 

NOTES 

r 

OFFICE DATE 

NAME OFFICE DATE 

NAME OFFICE DATE 

REQUIRED BY D/OCA 

For your signature 

~~M 411 8 ~~~~~~1E PREVIOUS 





--· ~- ·---· 
-------·------·--~~~---·--------------~~------- ·---···- ..... . . ··- . .. . . . .. . ---·----------------- --------------:..-. - ------~~-~------·-···-~- --·N·---.. -·~-

----------·-----

St~jVIi !lademe.ker 
oepu~y Leg~l Advis~~ 

G:l..I'UlJ" !J;;u.I\J?~•Y 

J.ulY--~-~-~~__92 ----- ---·--

Special AS~istant to·the President· 
for Na~~on~~ secu:ity ~ffai~s 

senio::t: oj_rector for Legi~lative A!fai:ra 

· Room .::3 7.5 

Nationa~ swcux~t~ Council 
Wa5h!ngton, oc 20506 

----

ConsJ.B"<en L with our ,...., •. tnQ yeste>:d"-Y, tb.e Sena-te SeleCt .Commi~tee requests ~he following ~tems be dec~as~1~1ed ~n n form tha~ ~ili allOW Lha itDmi to ~ diosemin~ted to the public• 

Item• to PQ decl~•oif1od on or before July ~3, 1994• 

( l. ) :W! ve Si yl>ting and gg..,=MY !UiPOrtS - The !.i ve I iqhti nq 
and heari"-Y reports listed on attaclunant "A". ~o t;h~• 
document ,.long ~ith ~11 e~•e-t~1e data accompanying thes£ 
reports should b~ declassified by ~s d&te. 
(2) c - ~ll poil.r.y 
mamoran a, doc~euts, ~~a~ia1s, reviewe, and interne.l 
aoaessments pertai.ninq to the POW/MIA iasue created by ciA 
since 1980, incluUlnq the Gain•• RepOrt, the B~oka Re?ort, 
t)l.a Tighe Raport,·and any addenda or c~anto attached 
thereto ~nould ~~ d~clascifi&d hY tbi• Q&te. 

( 3) J.'atioj!aL S§CUrHY }U!cnoy P;rndJ)Ct. &epOrU - 'thOOe 
designated published (serialized) and r&W ~tell~qence . 
reports and lQ&ll\orandio Li.e~od on Jt.ttacl'ul1e"t "B" frOll wartiln'> .prod~ct report• and post-~ar product reports .. ~his would 

___ . .. . . .. inc:l.Ud" all thu:<t p<=W .report• p~rte.ininq to the ?0>1/MI~ d~~,:;;~y-~-----l.,•a~;l,!'_)l~' 8 po.-eSS iOll shoUld b8'" dec;J;aaal.fied by_ .Joi'ol, • _ d."-te • 

-;~~=~E~::==:=::~ca:::::=~==~~i',<±~~-=~~:~=~?:~~~~i~~:~ :_"" 
[:ELEASE DATE: '"""' ,. "''"""' '"''" 
IL-Dec-2013 
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-------·--:---~--se:utneasj; .ASia;- · x:·-- . 
· · d:¢::t:e • -.. Thi_s_: '.A)ioc:l:d--±nc l ud• 

· pos·s·J;·b-!e·- d±at:r~-~~s ... s1iiiftl:l:l:s· ·o:z: · . .~ ~ .. pab i Ud."• .rou: lei b" :comprOII>i•"ci .. loY sucli. ·a:·· .release.,.· . 
dr~wi.ngo woul.d suffice o • : •• ...... ' • •• 

( 5) J!;e!'Clffi~!!i<J!\~ral)da 5Jid Jl0¥)ll!'ent.ll. ~ }.. cUla otrrnn Mm~ral 
"thO""'" Me o,or to C!!ICI? AC cia. ted ·llla""n.-21l;r-l.S~.3.,.J._pell10 t r""' As•~sto.nt: sacretary l!ag-lel:>urqer to t.!<--ceax:etary <rf--oaf·='S·<O~-·-·-
EUiot ~Lcha.rdoon dated MUCh 27, 1973, and a letter tram ----
!():: o Ri chard. son to 01: o lt~ ss J,nqer <Ia ,,.u ....,eh 19 , 19 n , sh auld 
b• declaooifiA<i bY July.23. Additionally, the c~ttce requests.decl~ssiticatiO~ of lSBB sat.allite ~iGr1 of ~he 
•yrohol ""'"' S..,. N~>U"'• th• 1975 sat"J.lite J.:maqery of t:hC Ron 
Gai p~iaon baildin9• ~ittan intax:pr~catione ot ~~ Abo~• imaq~;ey, and £;"allY JSOC ...,.urial• on ~he NhOIR n>=ro~t 
inc:ursion. 
(6) ~tioD~l 3ecgri~ c2uncil ogcum~~·- ~l pr•viou•~Y UesignQ~od Naejon&l SecuritY council ~rand&r minute• o~ 
meetings, national securi~Y d&cision utra~tivaa, ~n other 
do~~·n~o ral~t$d ~o ibe pOW/~ issue ohould be 

declas~ified by thi! date. 
(7) illli\G Qocyii!enU, - Jlll previously <l.eSlgnat•d. WllAG memor~ndo• minutes nf. meetings, and othar dQc~nt• or 
supporting documents rel&tinq tO tha ~ow/MXA iooue ahould be 

ae~las~~!ied PY ~h~l nat~· 
ta) ~··~nge~ Ptp~r~- ~ha C~ittae =uat h&V& acces• for 
&iX named indiVidualO tO revieW the un=edACt.ad fileS ct Q~o 
Renr¥ ~osinger which do, or ~y, partaln to POW/MIA ~attar• 
a• they Clre ]<ept at th& Libra%¥ of congress •. The ace~ .. 
ohould be~~n on a.r bafnTe July l3, 1992 and continue for the 
life . of the COlllllli ttee • All dcu;:umentl "hi ell P"" t.o.~P. to 
POW/MIA m&tL~~a ~ro. ;don~tfied by thA daGiqnatQQ Senate 
Salect committee staff, theY should be declasei!ied 

i.,almed.i&tel.Y· (9) E¢xon FAAP®~- ~ commLttee.~At h&VS acc•as fnr siX 
named individual• to review the unredacte4 ~ile~ o£ n;ch.xd N~On ~nich Uuo o" may, peT~ to pQW/MlA matte~& as· theY 
are kept a, t the )l& ti oi>.al ArChi va• • The accesl ""~u id b<S'i i" 
on or before July l3r l992 ~nd continua for tha l~fe o! the 
ColDil\ittea. All document• which pertain to :PUW/l<t" ,...tt.ex=• 
are identified by thO d.eo~qo~tad senate Sala<:t coumitteQ 
ataf.f, ibaY oho11lcl be dacla•aJ.Uad jJmnediatelYo 

' .. ·. ~ .. .. -... 

. ··- ,_. -. 
-;.. .:..:· .:c ·-·-~----- _ .. ____ " 
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oacumen't.ti l.O be dccliJ.•S.i.fi Ad: :by A,uaust rs· .. ];!J:92. 

____________ (}:_) _____ ~ilsualty fi,},tlil - ~11 on and servi~;e ca•,ua.lty ~.i.las, 
' pending pemi·s·s·.ton-be:inq--<Jr-anted-.bY--_tbe l16~"c:-0~ k..i...n. ehould 

b{il dt:~c:lcs.:s:);lf.iQd. }:)y th:t .. date. ------·--:-------·------------
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( ~) . Ll.lt:u;; o:f l!"gmgr pepur.y us:fanse seeretg:r:y Wi,~lip 
~em~n~ - All documents relatinq to the POW/MlA 19SUW 

should ~~ Qecln~cified by this data. 

(4) F*l~• of ro~ar Dffenge se r er 
and Fr l ci l e o s u -· ,i.ucludi.n9' 
all mamu~and~, b~ckg:ounn papers, talKing pape=•, meeting 
minutes, personal cables, brsakfast meetinq papers p~Qpa:ed 
for or DY ~lther socrQtary weinba~~ar or Carlucci partAining 
to ~OW/KIA isaue. should be declassified by th~s da~e. 
Ad.di:tionaJ.J.y ,· all eimi.laz: ma.t:Ari.al t:z::om l!.aa.istant Secretary 
Richard ~tage's files ~hould be_ declasaified by ~h~a 

{ 5) il9int:: Ch.it:!..CB of Staff por.mmcnts - .All POW/MIA related 
policy as. well &8 'opera.tiona.l. docu:ments .iS!llled by the Join.:.. 
Chiefs of St.a.t! durinq thQ war m'l.til the fall of sa.igon 

dat:.e. 

5hould be declassified by this data. 

( 6)· cptral Intallig<mC!l M"Jl2Y 510fi1llll"l'a_ - All POii/IU.A 
relate documen~s ~at.C1A ha& tranAfer=&d to the ~i~actor 
of the National Leaque of FamilL••· cvar a pe~ioa of years ~n 

.-.the 1980s and. all oth.eJ:. POW/MIA . .:elet'.Rd documents held by 
:. CIA should l:le declassified hy this daU. · 

( 7) CIA oec\lljlents sent to the s-elac:::t Committe_e. - 'I'he 1·2u 
CIA doc~nts rela~ad l.Q LAce and V.i.•~nam that ha~• eean 
sent to the Select Committee should ~e declassified by tnis 

date. 
(Bl Four PartY Join~ MLlit;ry Cgmmj~sinn - ~l materiAl~ 
r.a ated to POW/MIA matters 1hould be dsc::laaaified by this 

data. 
. ·~ ·--....... -

·. 
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r~;_~·nt:~:;;:!0::.:£~!".;;.·~~~3'§:~:r:·~~~~2.~tJ!:~l$r:~'if$·f..~~;.c~~~~-'.!~g~.~~~;}J~.~l:,r~~_;~~;,:.-g..~~~:x~~g::~~~~~-"!jf?E-~:t:.nL!'r.l.~·::r~~:;~t!.E 

·----·:-· -~------:-· ~-- ---::--~·c·r:r----·.loi:Sl--x:-i!ii?~?-iii'--;;;;·:~r-.-::e~:Lwa __ .'P:e---foa(:;i:~--:t:r•-•:i'aent -Ge~ala~"l~o:e:r--~-=~--:-:~-~:-------~ 
· wohi~h :relat.9· ·-to the :.~OW/Ml:A. .:Lssue should be dec.laa-.ified:. by 

Lhl11· ddte. · · 

(2) CafLe£ Pape~~-- ~~ £Llea of fo~r ~:ea£cient J~y 
-----------·ca.r·t~.:r! wnicfi relotato -t:he-POW7MIA-resue--anou~cCD-.---------------------

u=cla~~L!~ed Ly th~B dot~. 

( 3) l'tyage:m Psp!::!.t"t;; ··-. .A.l~ !.Lles o:f. fo::c.me·.x: "p.I;(u:i.dent ~onii~c---·-· 
Reagltn wh.i.c:h relate to the POW/MIA issue should b4!. 
de~lass1r~ed_Dy ~is date. 

(4 J · !:lush i'apers, - A~l tJ.les o1! Prsa.t.den't. G&orga l~ush wllicll 
relat& to the POW/MIA issue should be declassi~ied by this 

· d.Ate. 

{S) sxa>e utparom~n~ cah~s Tra;;hc- ~1 cable't•Q==~c 
relaLed to POW/MIA issues should be dacla5sifiea by this 
d&'l:e. 

(6) D+A ln'1:el*~qenc9 Files -The ~pprox~'l:ely ~100 DIA 
intalliganee filee whi~h correspond to MI~ Who are not 
KIA/BNR 4tAtU~ ohould be deC~4SS1t~ed ~y ~~~ ¢Ate. 

( 7) Be:ryice In:t•l..Ll.qence ~11~; - Al.l. s·erv.i.ce .1ntell.igenca 
ar~hiva• relating ~o POW/HLA-issues. from 1971 to 1975 ahould 
be d~classified ~y th~s dAte. 

(a ) l'hotograHbY: and. Imageq - A.l.J. .1.magery colleC:'tec1 :by 
.-·· . ! National Teclulical M&4D.S indi?at~g po••i~le p.resenee of 
_,-__ lAme.rlcc.n !'OW8 in southea.lt AsJ.a a.t.ter l97J .and. not 

previo~aly des.iqnated. fo.r declaaaitication sho~ld be 
declaseitied by "t.hia da~e. · . 

The £ollowinq documQnts ~hould be declass~tiad by Oe;obe~ 31, 
1992: 

(l) L~ve Sighting and ijearsaa Repor;s - ~1 ramaining 
reporta ahould be declassi!ie by ~Ls da~e. 

(2) Other reports - The nearly 12,000 reports partaininq to 
c:ioq tags , bones and. cra.ell and qrav-e a-i 'tA information from 
the war y&&rs should be Qecl&asifiad.br this data. . 

(3) ca~alty l11¥s - ~l casual~y !il•e not nerato!ore 
deaiqnated should.b• dacla•aif19d. by ~h~s dat•. 

( ~) _ ... ;;)iss1nger PaDe:r_JL. .. :::: _M,l rema
1 

i.ni,ni9:--~~;:~ no
1

d.t pr~.;~~~ly. 
d·iisign·ated w.P,ich r.alate. to POW MIA Sl_ues · iuOU . l:la ··: · 

. dAr..l JIIAs.tfied b~ this. dat.e. . 
~~~~~=-- --=~=--_ .-~~~~~=~=~~~~E~ =~---~-~:~~~~~~- --~~-=:-:_,,;·~~1!~:f.~~~-- -- --:~:~ 
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. _ ~-~.1.:stant: for _P.O~/~~A, l'lUlt_tar~ tC? the ___ peputy J\.SII.i.iita~t- .. . · . ·- . 

~e~etar,y.o£ Stdte Fr~nk S~ov~rts should bG ~ac~~asi£i~d gy· 
th~s d4te. Addition&lly, the committee requests the . 
decl~oai£ic~~ion.o~ al1 rama.in~nq State ~apartment 

--------~---memora:ndc;-, po1·tcy--d·ocuments-,--·a.nd-d:1;p;l;omat·1c·-ca:bi:ezs-··ra"J:·.:rtJ.-n·g-·--------------- ----
to the negotLQ~ion of tho ~a:.is Paaoe ~~o=a• in 1973 . 

... ( '-1- .. p;A .. ui::,...c:t.J.r.:i.cO:-~- 1"'-iJ.9o - ···~ho·-PmJ/M:tl!.-ral~acr-:..-:r::c.b.,i.vai 

infor.mat~on from l~o6 ~o 1380 previously re~irea to the· 
Nat.:i.onal Archivee Ln 1~84 ahou~d bo aocLassif~ad Qy thi~ 
date. 

I believe that: if the NSC can maat tha proposed schedule 
t;.mu,wc:.r.;a, L.t:#d a..h~o:rv• 1 -c.h.• Seno.te Select; CommJ. ttae wi:r.:t. ba l:Lblo to 
avoid init..iating iSct.ion under s·. Res. 400 in order "!::.o :rQlea.se 
docwa~JlLt:> J..u t...ht:~ pul::llic. I .be~.i..ve we a::e .in o.g.:reement-t.hat your 
cooperation would be in the bQs~ in~erest ot all parties. 

The items wh.1.ch we hav• requQ•tad a~classit~ad by July 23 1 
1~92, are -r::hose it~:t1u• wh.Lch ww boil.lJ..•ve wi.ll J.nd.iceate ~ha.t the NSC 
a.nd oth!i!r aglilnc.l.es are IDaking a ·good :taith caffor1:" to comply 
Wl.th thli .3enat:e•s uocwnt:ut... I.J.~:~class.l..ficAt.icn rsq:ueat, It would be 
helpful tu the Sena~ors if you-respond on or bafora July l7 to 
~he s~a~anc• and schadu~e ~~L !u~t...h in thia letter. 

~leaae con~act me iL tht:r~ i~ ~~y question a~ut tn•o l~tter 
or rny r~qu~st. 

JWC/kb 

....... .. 

-... --.. ·~--··--· ..... ----.. ---... --;-·--·--~·--·~ ... --.. ----··-······--·-· .. - ....... ----·~---··--··--------·--··-·---·-- .... -·-··---··-----·------·-:-··--·--·--····----.. ---·----.. ---···---·-··-
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Houaphan·· P.rovin¢e: Prison· Syste.m . 

Vienqxav 

a. DIA Source 

b. OIA Soun::~ 

c. DIA Source 

d. DlA Source 

e_ DIA Sour 

f. 

g. 

h. DIASour 

1. LJIA sour 

j. 

GIA Sour 
I 

k_ 

CIA Source, OIA Source Number I 

1~~----------~, Oth~r DtA SntirC".e Numb~1·ul£LR_.J.._ ____________ ___,r---l m. 

Oudomsai. Phgog Saly.Provipoe Prison SVs~ro 

Muona Kboua 

1i1 DIA 

; 
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.. d; __ 

Muong ~a! 

o. oiA Sourer! __ _ 

DIA sourcel_j f. 

Muong Ngoy/ Nam Ba__g 

9,) tiiA Source, OIA Source Number 

·~·· • l~ 

.. h,/ CIA Source, DIA Source Numbe1 

. i. .. , · CIA Sov(ce, DIA Source Number 
•• #·· 

j. 

!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE:· · 
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Other OIA Sour,L_ ____ _jl 

-------- -----

_2 
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a. DIA Source 
--------,----·--'-------------------

b. DIA Sourca 

c. DIA Source 

d. 01/\ Source 

e. DIA source 

t. DlA Source 

g. OIA Source 

h. DlA SourcE! 

i. niA Source 

H~noi Area Pri$on Sightings 

a. OIA Source 

b. DIA Source 

c. DIA Source 

d. DIA source 

e. DIA Sourci 

t. DIA Source 

g. DIA source 

h. DIA $ourca 

i. DIA Sovrca 

1 

8··---·---··---·---·-----.. ·-~-··----·----·-·------- .... --8--·------·-------.. ---·--·-------·-------------·---·--·--------- ·-- ---·------.. --

~PPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE:· 
~-Dec-2013 



~ c? 6 0. _0 ~ ~ ~-~ ---~~~:~~---·---u-~~--~--~~--.--.--: ·---~---.-. . -··---~-----·---··-----· _---~---~--~~:-·- -~----: --~-~----~-o:; o~~~-=-~: 
.. ,::C.:,..tt..--::':1•: ' ~•::::'&1.>~';; ' ' ' • •:;"!\'::!U>.:..!it.~.:::i::n.'IL!:u.';o=•.!.::."";'.D 

-~-~:' .. :!:~~ ..... ~.-~~~~~ 

1---·--------·----·-····--··--·------·-------------------·--·---··-
-1. -· 

2 

·---·-····-·--~.--o .. o0..00-0oo_O_ .. __ ~OW0-0•NO ______ ~ ••·--~---·-"--·---·---·~··-··M--·-·•.___OOO _____ ~Ooo----·--··----·----~--··---:-------~-·--·-··-:.--~·---:-·-··--··-····------~-M·---~-·-·----·· .. ·-:-• .. 

~PPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE:··· 
i2-Dec~2013 



·:co 6 o o 13 9 9---- -··-----------------·-··---·-·-:--·----·-···---·---·· -··-··--·---~· · ---··---·---·-··-·--·--. -----·------·-·-·-· 
- o; /O a /a 2 -~~-::r:a~~::---.. ---. ---·-----.-.. -------· . --:-----~-. ---.t~·u·n------· 

1) 
--------2)-

3) 

4) 

5j 

6) 

7 ) 

... 8) 

.!:::.. ~ .-

May 1973 

.roL 1973 

JUL 1973 

JUL 1973 

JAN 1975 

MAR 1975 

MAR 1975 

MAR 1.975 

JUL 1.9'/~ 

J)~(; U79 

DEC 1979 

9) 

10) 

l.l) 

12) 

J.3) 

14) 

l5) r1~2~D~E~C~l~9~7~9~M~em~o~r~a~n~d~um~~f~o=r~1~----~/{~N~CR oafense)' from 
I 11'--------:--r====::!._' . --------. 

16) J.2 DEC 1~7~ Memorandum ror DR zrom 
~--------------------~ 

17) 20 Dl!:C 1979 Memorandum 
Tuttle 

~8) 

19) Meroorand.UJn 

20) 

21) _OPSCOMM Item 

22 ). 

!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
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tor OR from RADM Jerry 

I DEC l~r/!:1 

for OR :t:row. R.AllM. L.J4iilrry '.1."\ltt:.le 

1960 

- ---~------.... -"-··---------·--------"-··---·----------.. 
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27) 
-

28) 

29) 

30) 

31) 

32) 

33) 
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RELEASE-DATE: 
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AlJG 1984 
-------~-----------· 

AUG 1984 

SEP 1984 

.MAY 1986 

A.PR 1984 

?.?.?.1 407. .TTTN l9R2 

JUN 198?. 
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-May .L.973 photogra.J?h riP-tJir::ttnq a "TRw symlXJl and poss·ib'le 
·-------------------------p.i:"Tot-auth·en-c:tc-a-tor-n.umbe:r-.i:n--La·os-.------------------.:.-------------·--------·-··----

necamber 1~SO phot9'i1raph depic'ting a. possible "52" ".K" in 
a pr~&on c~p in e+ntr~l T~n~. 

Ju.l.y 1975 J?hQto~raph of Hnn GA1 p:r..i.son in Vietnam showing 
possible Mor.se aymbols of a "'K" on a .roof. 

- January 19 88 photograph Of rice paddy 1.n nor:thel:n Lao'S 1 

nea:r;- sam NOu!l, ciepic-c.in'il a "'USA"' and pcs~;:ihlP. "'K" symbol. 

- ..J'o.nuary l9Ba phot:.ograph of l:.ic-e paddi.es ~p['lrnxi.mately 140 
km sou~west of sam Neua, depicting numerous symbols. 
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·. · ... • NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ID 9830300 

REFERRAL DATE: 22 JAN 99 

MEMORANDUM FOR: EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

CIA 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: SMITH, ROBERT. C 

SOURCE: BERGER 

DATE: 19 JAN 99 

SUBJ: REPLY TO SENATOR SMITH RE VIETNAM·POW / MIA NIE 

. . ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
REQUIRED ACTION: FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

DUEDATE: 

COMMENT: PLEASE PASS COPY TO (CHAIRMAN NIC) &I 
1...-------' 

EAST ASIA 

APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

U-140 19j._ __ _, 

Honorable Robert C. Smith 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Smith: 

WASHINC;TQN, D.C. 20340· 

27 January 1999 

D------------------(b )(3) 

Thank you for your letter of 25 November and the accompanying critique of the National 
Intelligence Estimate that assessed. Vietnam·~ cooperation on the POW/MIA issue. f 
have perso.nally reviewed the issues you raised and discussed them with various other 
interested parties .. I also recently chaired a meeting of the Military Intelligence Board 
(MIB) that, at your request, reviewed this matter in some detail, and subsequently 
represented MIB views at a National Foreign Intelligence Board meeting that considered 
your requests. Since the issues you raised ce.mered on the contents of a National 
Intelligence Council product, NFIB principals agreed th~t the appropriate venue for 
responding to your concerns would be the DCI, speaking on behalf of the full Intelligence 
Community. I understand that a formal response from the DCI will be provided to you in 
the near future. I fully suppon his response. 

I want to take this opponunity to assure you of my continuing heartfelt and personal 
commitment to the Defense Intelligence Agency's role in assuring the fullest possible 
accounting of our POW /MIA personnel. 

Sincerely, 

bee: SECDEF/DEPSECDEF 
USDP/DPMO/ASD(C3I)/ASD(LA) 
CJCS/VCJCS/DJS/J2 
DCI I DDCI! OCA 
MIB Hembers 
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21 November 1991 
OCA 4837-91 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 

FROM: Robert W .. Magner 
Deputy Director for Senate Affairs 
Office of Congressional Affairs 

SUBJECT: POW/MIA Closed Briefing 25 November 1991 

1. You will be making a brief opening statement to the 
Committee. Th:ls will go a long way toward convincing the 

........ coi'ffliiittee·· ·c>"f. ·the··-Tri"t"i:Hiigeifce·-comniunTtY • i'r crornrni·-c-rn:en:t· to·· suptYcfrt:··---· 
its ~ork. We have included reference to-sources and methods in 
your remarks because this will be one of the key issues as the 
Committee presses for full declassification of all materials 
related to· POW/MIA matters. 

2. Our understanding is that the Committee is interested 
primarily in.an informal exchange of information with only 
limited structure. We do not anticipate that you will be asked 
any particular questions. Essentially the Committee wants a 
brief update on what the various agencies are doing in this 
area and then turn to questions. DIA's prepared talking points 
reflect that understanding as doe~ the short statement prepared 
fo~ ADDO Price. Both are in your briefing book. We anticipate 
having NSA's s~atement shortly. 

3. There are likely to be seYeral areas the Senatois will 
want to explore. One is the whole issue of sources and methods 
and why sources of considerable vintage and not of central 
value must be protected. We have taken the position that while 
we are redacting all· reporting to be shown to the Committee 
staff we will, upon request, show unredacted informatidn to 
members or cleared staff on a case by case basis. This is an 
even more liberal policy than is our practice with the 
Oversight Committees. CIA.and DIA have worked out agreed 
guidelines in this area, a copy of which is in the background 
material. These guidelines have been shown to Committee staff 
but not accepted by them. 

4. A second issue concerns Laos. The Senators are likely 
to focus on the large number of unresolved cases in Laos. DIA 
and CIA will· be prepared to respond in detail. There is also 
keen interest in the status of civilian intelligence operatives 

fAPPROVED FOR 
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SUBJECT: POW/MIA Closed Briefing 20 November 1991 

missing in Laos. Again CIA and DIA will be prepared to 
address. :J 

1 r 
CIA will address these activities in ·detail. 

5. There is also the issue of POW/MIA family members 
having access to classified materials. DOD is seeking to 
develop a policy in this area in response to Congressional 
pressure~ DIA and CIA have some concerns but will be 
supportive so long as sources and methods are protected. 

······· ·-··--·-·· ----··--·--····- ---·--·-··6--.-·--o-v·en:-aiT··-we· ·-a·nTrcTpEfte-mo-s·c·af--··t-h-rs-···me·eting·--b-eTnc;f-an·- -----· ····· ·· -- ···- ··
information gathering session with the Senators asking 
questions that they could not get answers to in the open 
session. Hopefully in this process two points will be made. 
One that there are strong reasons for keeping some of the 
materials relating to POW/MIA in classified form. Secondly, 
there is a need for the Committee to address classified issues 
in a closed forum. On the latter point, both Senator's Kerry 
and Smith pressed DIA to discuss code breaking in Laos in open 
session. NSA will address this issue in the closed session and 
.other speakers will be supportive. 

7. There is general agreement that there must be a 
positive and forthco~ing attitude toward iesponding to the 
Committee's interests. Yet all agencies want to avoid carte 
blanche access to all information that.includes data revealing 
sources and the methods of acquisition. Even more, they want 
to uphold the overall principal of such protections because of 
the larger equities involved. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN, MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE, I AM PLEASED TO 

APPEAR BEFORE YOU THIS AFTERNOON TO UNDERSCORE THE IMPORTANCE 

THAT I AND THE WHOLE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY ATTACH TO YOUR 

EFFORTS TO WORK· TOWARD A FINAL .RESOLUTION OF LONGSTANDING 

CONCERNS ABOUT POWS AND MIAS FROM THE INDOCHINA WAR. I REGRET 

THAT MY SCHEDULE ALLOWS ONLY A BRIEF APPEARANCE TODAY. I HAVE, 

HOWEVER, BROUGHT WITH ME SENIOR MEMBERS FROM THE CONCERNED 

AGENCIES--AND THEIR RESPECTIVE EXPERTS--WHO ARE PREPARED TO 

BRIEF YOU ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THEIR AGENCIES AND RESPOND TO 

YOUR QUESTIONS. FROM THE DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY--THE LEAD 

AGENCY FOR THE COMMUNITY ON.THIS ISSUE-~Is ITS,NEW DIRECTOR, 

GENERAL CLAPPER. FROM THE NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY IS ITS· 

CHIEF .OF STAFF, DONALD PARSONS, AND FROM CIA IS ASSOCIATE 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR OPERATIONS TED PRICE • 
. .. ~ "" ·- .. -- .... - ___ , ________ ··- -· -· -·---- --- _,_, ____________ , ______ ····-·· -···---- -·-· ---·--·-··-·-···-·-·· ··- --· ·- ·-· --·--- ····-·---··--·· -·-·- .... -·· ·-·--- ·- ----· ·-·-··--· -· 

LET ME SAY EMPHATICALLY AT THE OUTSET THAT THE WORK OF 

YOUR'NEW COMMITTEE HAS MY FULL SUPPORT AND THAT OF THE DCI! 

THE SUBJECT OF POW/MIAS IS A DIFFICULT AND HIGHLY EMOTIONAL 

ONE. I AM AWARE OF THE INTENSE INTEREST IN' IT, AND OF THE 

IMPORTANT ROLE THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY HAS PLAYED AND 
. . 

CONTINUES TO PLAY IN DEVELOPING AND DISSEMINATING INFORMATION 

ON IT. I ALSO RECOGNIZE THAT THERE ARE STRONG VIEWS ABOUT 

APPROVED FOR 
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INTELLIGENCE REPORTING AND ITS AVAILABILITY TO THOSE DEEPLY 

CONCERNED ABOUT THE FATE OF INDIVIDUALS STILL MISSING IN 

INDOCHINA. I HOPE THAT THROUGH THIS PROCESS THOSE CONCERNS CAN 

BE PUT TO REST. 

THE DC! HAS THE STATUTORY RESPONSIBILITY FOR PROTECTING 

INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND METHODS. I WANT TO ASSURE YOU, 

HOWEVER, THAT THE INTERAGENCY TEAM THAT HAS BEEN ASSEMBLED WILL 

BE AS RESPONSIVE AS POSSIBLE IN SETTING ITS GUIDELINES AND IN 

DEALING WITH THE COMMITTEE'S INTERESTS. ONLY WHEN IT IS 

ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY FOR THE PROTECTION OF THOSE SOURCES AND 

METHODS WILL THERE BE ANY LIMITATIONS ON THE MATERIALS TO BE 

REVIEWED, AND ANY SUBSTANTIVE INFORMATION WILL BE PROVIDED TO 

YOU. 

THROUGHOUT THIS PROCESS I R~COGNIZE THAT THERE MAY.WELL BE 

AREAS OF DIFFICULTY OR DISAGREEMENT, BUT I ASSURE YOU THAT THE 
''' ~··~--~-•-•••-•· •-·-~--•·.,--,- --••• ·-··•••n-'"''"-""--•·-·•-·-·- -·-•·--""'""---·•••••--•--•"·-·--•••-··--••-·•-••••-•••"•-•••-•••••• ,_,_ --··•--•-•-••"•~••-••--•••-• •-•••-•-••··-- ••••••••-•,.. "''" -•••• -~-

INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY IS COMMITTED TO WORKING WITH YOU TO 

REACH ACCEPTABLE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE FULL SHARING OF 

INFORMATION. I ALSO CAN ASSURE YOU THAT THE COMMUNITY WILL 

CONTINUE TO ATTACH THE HIGHEST IMPORTANCE TO COLLECTING AND 

DISSEMINATI~G INFORMATION ON THE POW/MIA ISSUE AND WILL DEVOTE 

SUBSTANTIAL RESOURCES WORLDWIDE TO THAT EFFORT. WE WANT TO BE 

AS HELPFUL AS POSSIBLE. 

!APPROVED FOR 
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LET ME NOW TURN TO THE.AGENCY REPRESENTATIVES, EACH OF 

WHOM HAS PREPARED REMARKS ADDRESS.ING THE ACTIVITIES OF 

THEIR INDIVIDUAL AGENCIES. 
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Mr. Chairman, members of Committee, I welcome this 

opportunit~_to discuss CIA's role in resolving the status of 

prisoners-of-war (POW) and missing-in-action (MIA) from the war 

in Indochina. 

This issue has remained an important collection 

requirement since the beginning of U. S. 

involvement in the war in Indochina. 

CIA is committed to continue its intelligence 

collection program and provide whatever 

resources are necessary to resolve the status of 

Indochina War POW's and MIA's. 

As the DCI stated earlier, we ~re determined to 

cooperate with the lead Agency, DIA, in every 

____ ·---- --· ___ ·-·-·· _ -----·-·--·----·----·--·- ___ ------.. -~~Y .... P..9Jtl?J.!?.1~ ..... G..9Jl_ ~.i.s .. t~_:n.t: .. w.i..t b._ou.r ..... s .. t.a t uto.ry. ______ --·-··-----·- ----·---.. ·-·-
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Let me emphasize that in almost every instance,· 

we believe we will be able to s~tisfy your 

legitimate informational needs on this matter. 

To underscore our committment, I want to assure you that 

L---------------~ 
whom they believe might have access to information 

on this subject is what do they know about American POW's ·or 

MIA's. · 
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We ask about the fate of MIA's, details on crash 

sites, grave locations, live sightings, 

This is an important requirement for our 

stations worldwide; last year,~j --------~~in East 

Asia, Europe, and the u. S. forwarded reports on 

this i·ssue. 
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Once collected, we disseminate intelligence 

expeditiously to authorized customers for action. 
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Between 1973 and the present, we have 

disseminated approximately/ on 

subjects such as the downing of U. S. aircraft, 

possible grave sites, sightings of U. S. 

servicemen, alleged discovery of remains and 

Hanoi's position on U. S. MIA's. 

Some 6.5.linear feet of material covering 

reporting between 1964 and 1979 has been 

declassified in.response to FOIA requests. 
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Mr. Chairman, we in CIA are committed to resolving the 

POW-MIA matter, and our resources are turned to this purpose. 

!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 

This concludes my statement. 



C06002566 

!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 

,! 
il, 



C06002566 

!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 

z 
c.n 
):::> 

c.n 
M-
Ill 
M-
ro 
3 
ro 
::s 
M-

I 

' • .! 

'\ 



C06002566 
· ~· lsECRE]. 

TALKING POINIS FOR ·GEN CLAPPER 

DIA Is PRIMARY MISSION IS LIVE PRISONER ISSUE -- Cl)r.LEr:.I'ING (STONY BEACH) I 

ANALYZING AND REPORTING ON ANY AMERICANS STILL HELD IN CAPI'IVITY. 

SECDNDARY MISSIONS INVOLVE SUPPORT 'lD :CC AREA POLICY OFFICIALS AND ANALYTIC 
SUPPORT 'lD CINCPAC/ JCRC EULLEST :tmSIBLE ACXXXJNI'ING EFEOR'IS. 

BOI'H MISSIONS INVOLVE HIGHLY SPECIALIZED ANALYSIS niAT USUALLY MUST RELY ON 
SKEIUIY DErAIL. THIS ANALYSIS IN AN ART.FClRM ~ OJNSIDERABLE OJT. 

DIA PCW-MIA OFFICE: OJNTINUCXJSLY IN EXISTENCE: SINCE VIEI'.NAM WAR. RE\TI:EW PCW-MIA 
AND S'IDNY BF.Aai RESCXJRCE NUMBERS ON REVERSE. 

I I 
I J 

TIMELY RESOLUTION OF PlUID CASES AND OI'HER HIGH VISIBILITY DISCREPANCY CASES 
HAS UNDERSOJRED THE VALUE OF INEDRMATION A.Cr;PIRED BY OVERT FIEID INVESTIGA.TION. 

I EFEOR'IS IN-ciXJNTRY ARE A MAJOR NEW THRUST OF DIA Is EE'EOB.TS (TALK THHfl 

I 
I 

WHAT IS NCM CRITICAL IS GETTING VIEI'NAM 1 LAa3 AND·CAMBODIAN rol'T APPROVAL OF A 
LIVE SIGHTING INVESTIGA.TION REGIME SIMILAR 'lD ARMS LlMITATION AGREEMENTS 
HAMMERED OOT WIT.H THE SOVIEI'S -- NAMELY I NO NOI'ICE VISITATIONS 'IO SITES OF FIRST 
HAND SIGHTING REroR'IS AND CERTAIN OI'HER CAMPS AND PRISONS THAT CDULD rorENTIALLY 
BE INVOLVED IN BOLDING AMERICAN PRISONERS. 

DIA IS NCM WJRKING cr.DSELY WI'IH THE JOINT STAFF' AND CINCPAC 'lD INTEGRATE CXJR 
ANALYTIC AND CDLLECI'ION EFEDR'IS WIT.H CINCPAC'S PROBJSEQ 1?0/l-MIA .TOINT TASK 
FDRCE. I I 
DIA Is BC:JITCM LINE: 

o ISSUE BECEIVING APPROPRIATE PRIORITY WI'IHIN DIA 
-- OFFICE: ;REPOR'IS 'IO CXMo1AND ELEMENI' 
-- N&::ESsARY BILLErS TAKEN CXJr OF HIDE BEEORE ACI'IVE mNG INI'EREST 
-- AGGRESSIVE I MJI'IVATED AND KNCJiJLEJX:E'ABLE PERSONNEL ASSIGNED 

o ar.HER INTEL AGENCIES PROVIDING STRONG SUPPORT 

OL---------------------------------------~ 
o OOD POLICY OFFICIALS NO LONGER RELYING ON DIA 'lD "CARRY THE WEIGHT" 

o DIA IS READY 1 WILLING AND ABLE 'lD FULLY SUPPORT THIS o::Mvf!TTEE AND THE 
I . 

WHAT HAS BEXXME KNCWN AS THE QJVERNMENTS "FULL CXXJRT PRESS" ~THE NEXT 
2 OR 3 YEARS. 
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QUESTION: Please explain why certain information in reports on 

POW-MIA's still remains protected. 

ANSWER: The documents were initially classified to protect 

national security interests which includes the protection of 

the source of the information, the place and manner in which it 

was acquired, any foreign intelligence service .involvement, 

references to other operational activity and administrative 

Source information continues to be classified despite the 

passage of time·because of the continuing ~amifications of 

protecting sources. / 
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QUESTION: What information has been declassified and released 

to the public via fhe FOIA? 

ANSWER: Ann Mills Griffiths, Executive Director of the 

National League of Families of American Prisoners and Missing 

in Southeast Asia, filed an FOIA case in May 1979 requesting 

all documents and intelligence reports, not previously. 

released, which originated or·were held by CIA elements 

operating in Vietnam, Laos, Thailand, and Cambodia from May 

1964-present (May 79) which relate to American POWs. 

Six and one-half linear feet have been released to the 

public and DIA in response to this request. The information is 

compiled chronologically and it is contained in some twenty-two 

volumes representing periodic releases over a ten year period 

ending in 1989. A complete set 'is on file in Information 

Services Division, DDA in Ames Building. 

These reports are in sanitized form, having details about 

sources and methods deleted from them. They may be passed, as 

is, in a body to a centrally controlled DIA reading room for 

access by the public. Privacy concerns of multiple American 

names in many repoits have not been addressed and we defer to 

the DIA on this issue. 

!APPROVED FOR 
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QUESTION: Is there any iritelligence reporting to indicate -the 

possible presence of POW-MIA'S from the Indochina War being 

transferred to the Soviet Union or China? 

ANSWER: We have neither substantive intelligence or 

fragmentary reporting whidh indicates that American POW's were 

transferred to the Soviet Union or China during the war. We 

are in the the process of querying the KGB on this issue. 

Because of the previous hostile environment in Moscow, 

collection on POW-MIA's was not a requirement 

Considering the changes in recent months, we will reemphasize 

this requirement 

Eastern Europe. 
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QUESTION: Are you familiar with the case of the mortician who 

claimed ther~ were over 400 sets of remaitis of Americans from 

the Indochina War being warehoused in Hanoi? 

ANSWER: a Vietnamese refugee residing in a 

November 1979. During this interview, 

'-------'-_jlasserted that he personally inspected the rema·ins of 

over 400 U.S. military personnel which were in secret storage 

in Hanoi. The~! _ __jFequested 
.~~======~~--~----~~~ 

in an attempt to verifyj lcl~im. The results 

,-------------~did not support'! __ L_ ____ rf-.1-a-i~ms ~n either the 400 

sets of remains or that he personally saw three alive American 

soldiers in Hanoi. A 

truth with regard to the remains and the live Americans. At 

the time, L_ __ __jlconclusion was tha 
L-----------------------------~ 

were incorrect as to the dates used in the 

test qUestions. We have not seen a copy of the 

report to make an analysis. 
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QUESTION: What can you tell us about the possible existence of 

POW-MIA'S in Laos? 

ANSWER: Over the years there have been continuing stories 

about the possible existence of POW's still being held in 

Laos. I spoke earlier of 

as well as the attempts to locate 's via 

imagery. There were reports of alleged POW working in gold 

mines or held being held in caves. A report regarding a 

caucasian spotted bathing in a stream in north Laos was 

investigated and to the best of our knowledge was a Czech 

geologist working in the area. Our capabilities in Laos are 

somewhat limited but we do attempt to followup and verify 

substantive reporting on POW-MIA's. We have no reporting to 

support the claim that there may ~till be POW's or MIA's being 

held in Laos. In fact, in spite of all our efforts over a 

number of years, we have received no credible evidence that 
•• ~-. w ••••• ·-- ••• ··-· ••• ·-····-. ~ ~·-· •••• -. - ....... ·--·- • ••• ... ··-·-· ··- ••••••• ·- --· ••••• - • • • • ........... . 

there are in fact American prisorters being held in Vietnam, 

Laos, or Cambodia. 

With regard to pilots or crew members of Air America or 

Continental Air Service, there were nine individuals 

unaccounted as of mid-1973. All of these cases were turned 

over to the Department of Labor for re~olution a~ the 

individuals were contract employees of the U.S. government. 
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QUESTION: Why was source information given away to the 

Vietnamese and Cambodian authorities in July 91 while at the 

same time we continue to protect refugee sources? 

BACKGROUND: In July 1991 Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, 

Ken Quinn, passed a list of names of individuals to Cambodian 

and Vietnamese authorities·requesting access to. talk with these 

individuals on POW-MIA matters. He did this while visiting 

Hanoi and Phnom Penh on POW-MIA matters. 

ANSWER: The individuals in question were not sources of 

intelligence but were individuals thought by State or the 

families of POW-MIA's to have possible information. 

We do not 

know what, if any followup there has been on this issue as we 

were not involved in this 

!APPROVED FOR 
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QUESTION: Is it possible to provide the families of POW/MIA's 

access to a broader range of classified·information? 

ANSWER: We are willing to work in concert with DIA on this 

issue as they maintain the files on the individual POW or 

MIA's. Our concern·is that sources and methods continue to be 

protected and we are hopeful that we can come up with a 

mutually beneficial solution. The files currently under review 

for this committee could possibly be made available to the 

families if properly controlled in a secure facility to which 

the families could be given access. 

f!\PPROVED FOR 
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QUESTION: Are your familiar with the events surrounding the 

fall of Lima Site 85 in March 1968? 

ANSWER: Lima Site 85 
L----------~ 

located 25 

kilometers from the North Vietnamese/Laotian border atop Phou 

Pha Thi mountain. The site was used to direct and control 

attacking jet fighters and bombers to their targets and to 

provide them with percise bomb release points; under radar 

March 1968, the site began to receive heavy incoming mortar and 

artillery fire, and in the earli mdrning hours that followed, 

20 heavily armed infiltartors launched a surprise attack on the 

Of the D Americans at the site, only five 

technicans were extracted. 
t___ ____________ __,.l • • • 

our officers was wounded~ five of the six technicans were 

wounded, one of them being hit by fire while in the helicopter 

and he died in route. The c=Jremaining Americans were presumed 

dead. 

An enemy buildup had been underway for several months in 

the area prior to the attack and intelligence reporting 

indicated that the safety of the site was questionable after 10 

March. 
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The Honorable· Richard B. Cheney 
The secretary of Defense 
Washington, D. c. ·20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

• . . 
~QC20SOS 

ER 91-3055 

1 g SEP 199\ 

The Agency has been contacted by Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
· Cornrrand; Control, Cornrcmlications and Intelligence ruane P • .Andrews concerning 
Senate Resolution .. 82 which creates a tempor~ry Select COnunittee on PC.W/MIA 
Affairs •. It is If!Y. understanding that this Conunittee will request' access to 
Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA} files, some. of which contain CIA-generated 
classified information. Assistant Secretary Andrews haS asked that the 
Agency work with the Department of Defense (DoD) to develop guidelines 
concerning Committee access to these files. 

· · In response to Secretary Andrews' request for assistance, Agency officers 
are working with the newly-created POW/MIA Data Release Office to review DIA 
files. Once these officers have determined the scope and sensitivity of 
the CIA-originated information in the files, we will be able to develop 
appropriate guidelines for use with the Committee. In.addition, I have 
desi~ated a senio~ attorney in the Office of General·COunsel to work with 
DoD attorneys to negotiate with the Select Committee concerning access to 
classified information in the files. · I want to assure you that the Agency 
will cooperate fully with the Committee, and I am confident that guidelines 
can be developed that will ~nsure full compliance with the spirit of senate 
Resolution 82 while ·at the same time meeting our statutory duty to protect 
intelligence sources and methods. 

I have designatedJ I Chief, Policy and Coordination staff 
as the Agency's point uL couca<x on ~is matter. 
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REPORT ORIGINATOR 

DoD HUMINT 
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CATEGORIES FOR REUBW/8BDAg'l'ION ·JfiTJt RELEASE OF 
CLASSIFIED POW/Hill DOCOHIJfl'S· '1'0 APPROPRiaTELY 

SCI CLEARED STAll OF 'BHPOR)BY·I SB!!M'B 
SELECT C~MH~TTBB ON fO~I~ AliAIRs, 

< I . i, '. ·• • 
REDACT ! . : l ' I . 'RMJ;ONJ\L'B 

4 OCT 91 

: I ~ : '; ·! . , 
STONY BEACH team members' hames rompromise the safety. and mission of 

; ~ s collection _personnel 
. '. 

Detailed source d~t~jbiogr~phic ;Jeopardize safety of.sources 
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1. Although material has been redacted based on gui4eiines ~stablished above, alL the documents 
retain their original classification. · · .. 

. ' 

2. Material extracted from ·the file wiiu be' noted on: the: file index (e.g., "source biographic 
sheet is not included"). 

3. · Information that has been extracted or redacted from original file can be· reviewed by 
committee members. staff will be allow~d to :review ;~e o~iginal files on a case-by-case basis. 

' ' : . ' . 
4. All classified material requires handling arid protection 'in 'accordance with Senate Resolution 
400.as adopted by the senate Select co~ittee on Int•lligen~e; 
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OCA 4821-91 
18 November 1991 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: POW/MIA Committee Hearing on 15 November 

1. I attended a portion of the above-mentioned open 
Hearing (list of members attached). This was an opportunity 
for the Administration in the persons of Bob Sheetz of DIA, 
Ken Quinn from State and Carl Ford from DOD/ISA to address some 
of the charges made by other witnesses l::lefore the Committee the 
previous· week·.· ···Ford • s· Stat'eriu3nt is attached. 

2. During t_he questions period, several areas of inquiry 
developed which could bear on the closed briefing now scheduled 
for 1430 on 20 November in S407. Agency participants at that 
briefing should be prepared to deal with some if not all of 
these issues. 

3. Although unrelated to the actual focus of the 
investigation, ther~ was considerable interest in the possible 
presence of POW/MIAs in the Soviet .Union given the recent press 
article on that possibility. The Senators asked specifically 
if there had been contact with the KGB to inquire about this. 
State noted the diplomatic efforts. The Age~qy rep could be 
asked about contact with the KGB. 

4. Ken Quinn was asked repeatedly about a list of 
individuals in Indochina who allegedly had information about 
POW/MIAs which he had given to the Vietnamese and Cambodian 
authorities in July 1991. Senators Smith and Grassley in 
particular asked if, in effect, he was not passing source 
information. They went on to ask why the Administration would 
give away one type of source information while vigorously 
guarding the refugee reporting sources. Quinn explained the 
difference between people who are in fact intelligence sources 
and those we believe have information and with whom we wanted 
to be in contact. Smith and/or Grassley can be counted on to 
raise the same issue at the closed briefing. 

5. Carl Ford raised the issue of providing POW/MIA family 
members access to a broader range of-classified information, 
saying that he is wrestling with how to arrange such access. 
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SUBJECT: POW/MIA Committee Heating on 15 November 

(In an earlier conversation Keith Hall told me that this is 
something that Defense is pushing and will eventually need an 
Agency input relative to the inclusion of CIA material in the 
DOD holdings.) The Agency rep should be prepared with some 
form of .response if this issue comes up. Senator Robb was 
particularly interested in this aspect of the discussion. 

6. Senator Kerry wanted information on those unaccounted 
for in the "secret war" in Laos. He wanted to know if they 
were in the overa·ll 2, 000 plus figure carried as POW/MIA. 
Ford said that it was only in the late 70's that those 
clandestine operatives were included in the overq.l,l .c.o.unt .. Up 
t_g .tlla.t ... time., .there-had· .. been ·a· secret· lTst ·c;£· ·such POW/MIAs. 
This bothered Kerry a great deal, and he can be certain to ask 
the Agency representative· for more information. 

7. Kerry asked about code breaking in Laos in 1968-1973. 
Witnesses declined to respond in open testimony and.pointed to 
the absence of an NSA representative. This issue is certain to 
arise in the closed briefing. Senator Smith also asked 
specifically if there had been any operations into Laos in the 
period after 1973. Ford said he didn't know, and Smith was 
incredulous. Quinn said that he had recently learned from 
another witness;! \ None of the 
witness had any personal knowledge of such operations. The 
Agency representative should be prepared to address this issue 
in detail. 

8. Overall there wa~ a very heavy emphasis on the Laotian 
situation throughout the Q and A period reflecting an apparent 
belief on the part of some Committee members that there is far 
less accountability for POW/MIAs in Laos and more evidence of 
there possible presence there after Operation Homecoming in 
1973. Agency representatives should be prepared to deal 
especially with reporting on Laos and operational activity 
there related to POW/MIA matters. 

Attachment 
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TESTIMONY 
AS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY 

BEFORE THE SENATE SELECT COMMI'ITEE 
ON POW/MIA AFFAIRS 

Carl W. Ford, Jr. 

Principal Deputy Assistant Seaeta:ry of Defense 
(International Security Affairs) 

November 15, 1991 

Mr. Chairman, Senator Smith, members of the Committee, I would like to 

thank you for the opportunity to return to comment on issues ~at have 

· arisen during the thre~ days of historic hearings that you convened last 

week on the POW /MIA issue. 

First, I would like to clarify a point that came up in last Thursday's 

testimony concerning the ''last known alive" discrepancy cases. The 

definition of a discrepancy case is: 

A case about which the USG has convincing evidence that the 

Governments of Vietnam, Laos or Cambodia should have 

specific knowledge. 

The term "discrepancy case" includes not only individuals who were "last 

known alive, but also individuals who were known dead, but for whom:. the 

Indochinese Governments should be .able to provide information or 

remains. As you can see, tl:te definition is broad. Within this broad 

definition, we have identified three subcategories of cases. We did. this 

because over the years a great deal of confusion has developed over what 

APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 



C06002566 

precisely we were talking about-the terms "discrepancy case," 

"compelling case," "last kn?wn alive case," ''Vessey case," all meant 

different things to different people. 
\ ' 

The three subcategories of discrepancy cases are: 

APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
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LAST KNOWN AilVE: Those eases in which 

the US has ln.formation that the individual survived the 

loss incident and fell into enemy hands. In the case of air 

incidents, this includes cases in which the crew members 

are believ~~ to have successfully exited their aircraft and 

to have been alive on the ground. In the case of ground 

incidents, this ili.cludes cases in which the individuals 

were last known alive, were not gravely wounded, and 

were in proximity to enemy forces who should have 

specific knowledge of the incident. 

POW AT HOMECOI\fiNG: A specific group of 

individuals who, during the Vietnam War, were classified 

by their commanding officers and Service ~cretaries as 

POWs but did not return during Operation Homecoming. 

'J)lese cases are also known to many families as ''last 

known alive" due to their POW status. There were 97 

. individuals so listed. Subsequently, 42 '1isted POWs" 

have been accounted for through unilateral SRV 

repatriation. The· remainder are still unaccounted for. 
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KNOWLEDGE 'OF THE INCIDENT: 

Circumstances ~floss or subsequent information is 

convincing that Vietnam, Laos or Cambodia should have 

kn,owledge of the incident. In some of these cases, there 

is convincing evidence that the individual did not survive 

the incident of loss. In many cases, there is convincing 

evidence that Vietnam also has remains. 

With this background, now I will shift to the 119 individuals who have been 

discussed in the testimony here, called variously "Vessey cases" and the 

''Vessey discrepancy ~-" The first point to make is that, from the 

beginning, the list was not meant to be all-encompassing. In 1988, DIJ\, 

JCRC, General Vessey and the Office of the Secretary of Defense worked 

together to develop a list. of most compelling last known alive cases, as 

well as other discrepancy cases, i.e., cases of individuals for whom the 

Vietnamese should have knowledge of the fate of the individual and 

remains if the individual is dead. The list was not exhaus.tive, merely 

illustrative. The primary purpos~ was to shed light on the live priSoner 

issue by askin~ the Vietnamese to help us solve cases in which .there was 

either hard evidence ·or a strong possibility that the indi~dual survived the 

incident of loss, but did not return at Operation Homecoming, and for 

whom, as of 1987, there had been no accounting. So far, despite our 

investigative efforts, we have not returned any live Americans or 

uncovered pro<:'f that unaccounted for Americans are alive in Vietnam. 

There are additional cases, beyond the 119 individuals, which fit into the 

discrepancy case definition. Again, not all of the ''Vessey" discrepancy 
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cases involve individuals who were last known alive. Some of them 

involve individuals who are known dead-but the Vietnamese should be 

able to provide information or remains. 

In addition to the 119 individuals whose cases were presented to the 

Vietnamese by General Vessey, we determined that there are 64 

other individuals who. meet the "last known alive" definition as well 

as 13 individuals who were classified by their respective Service 

Secretary as a POW at Operation Homecoming in 1973, and who are 

not included in the ''Vessey" cases who are otherwise not accounted 

for. This group of cas~~ will be the fotus of the full time efforts of the 

Hanoi Office under the USCINCPAC Joint Task Force earlier 

described to this con:unittee by General Christmas. They will all be 

investigated within Phase I of the USCINCP AC plan. 

DIA as Famlly Outreach Organization 

.. Next, I .would like to address an issue that has been implicit in 

the testimony yo~ have heard from many family members regarding 

DIA. The issue of family members and DIA analysts meeting directly 

to discuss individual cases has proved problematic. DIA is an 

intelligence collection and analysis agency. Their personnel are not 

trained for family outreach and the function of family outreach is 

not an appropriate one for that agency. The families' primary point 

of contact for discussion of their cases is the designated Service · 

Casua;Ity Affairs Office. Those offices are staffed with personnel 

trained to perform the family outreacli role. In the case where a 
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family is dissatisfied with the service received from the Service 

Casualty Affairs Office, the.proper place to redress that problem is 

with my office. 

The problems experienced within ·niA that resulted in the changes 

made by the Secretary's Management Inquiry related to functions · 

assumed by the PW-MIA Office that were not within their mission. 

Those functions have been removed and placed within my office. 

Allegationsb~L----------~ 
We certainly understand the grief felt b~ ~ver her 

family's loss. We have reviewed the! \case file and we believe that 

\ [amily has been properiy served by our casualty affairs . 

process. The\ lease is one in'which we believe that the family has 

been promptly and accurately notified about investigative activity and. 

information relating to the case. 

~weeping allegations of Governm~nt nonfeasance, 
L---------~ I 

malfeasance and misfeasance are without factual basis. For example, 

\states that her family was advised from the time that her father 
L-....-------' 

became missing that he was dead. That statement is quite simply wrong. 

From immediately after his incident of loss, the Air Force believed there 

was a good possibility he survived. He was 5een to eject from his aircraft. 

He was seen with a good parachute, and his chute was seen on the ground, 

but he was .not in it. All indications were that he survived his ejection. 
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[L _____ ..,---'\was carried in a missing in acti~n status until1977 when 

his status was reviewed, at 0e express request of his wife, and his status 

changed to deceased and a Presumptive Finding of Death was entered in 

his case. 

A second, most serious allegation was made by[ ]which 

requires discussion. She alleged-in her testimony that "identifications were 

·made with teeth and teeth fragments but when independent forensic 

anthropologists were consulted, there were no dental records to be 

compared to. Again, this is absolutely false. There has never been a dental 

identification renderec;I by the U .. S. Army Central Identification 

Laboratory without benefit of denta). records. In every case, either a ante

mortem dental X-ray or a dental chart was available to provide the factual 

predicate for the dental identification. No other forensic laboratory in the 

world has as rrla.ny independent procedural safeguards as has the Central 

Identification Laboratory. Should you have any further questions on this 

point, I have the Commander, U.S. Army Central Identification 

Laboratory available to respond. 

I have a detailed Written response to the other allegati.o:ps made bC 

[ \in her testimony that I would like to submit for the record. 

As dissatisfied with the Department's performance as the families 

· clearly are, the Department of Defense has vigorously pursued the 
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investigation of the photo. I have personally made myself available to the 

families to answer their qu~stions and respond to their concerns, as has my 

staff and the Director of the DIA Special Office for POW /MIA Affairs. We 

have been unable to either confirm or disprove the identifications of the 

subjects of the photo made by the family members. We are continuing to 

investigate the photograph. Any intimation by the families that there has 

been less than an honest effort to investigate and locate the source of the 

photo is disingenuous. The facts establish otherwise. We have requested 

assistance from the Vietnamese at the highest levels of Government. We 

have sent three separate investigative teams to Cambodia to ~ollow-up 

information and att~pt to locate the source of the photograph. We have 

requested all of om[ . \world-wide to search for the photo . 

in Eastern-bloc magazines. We have tasked national technical means to 

obtain infonilation on reports associated with the photographs and have 

established all-source collection requirements to obt~ additional 

information about the photo, the individuals or the associated reporting . 

. we. are co~tinuing to investigate vigorously, however,· ~thout some new 

leads, we may not be able to solve the mystery of this photo. 

Finally, and this is an important point case is 
L-------~ 

not closed. It is still under active investigation and any preliminary 

· judgeme~ts made have been set aside pending further investigative 

activity and information. 

I would like to submit a brief "Written response to the specific 

allegations contained within the testimony of the families for .the r~cord. 
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\Allegations ,_ __ ___, 

\stated ht previous testimony that he has information 

about his brother, lost in Laos on 13 December 

1968; and relates the fact that the presence in intelligence reporting of his 

father's zip code is proof that his brother is still alive in Laos, because only 

J:tis brother could know the postal zip code of his father. In fact, the postal 

zip code o~ j father was contained within a widely 

circulated flyer that the family prepared and distributed throughout 

Southeast Asia.· It is not unsusual that information contained in such flyers 

later shows up in inte~gence reports about American POWs. 

Lost Records 

There have been allegations made that .firigerprint and other records 

have "mysteriously" disappeared from DoD files .. There is no conspiracy 

to purge records. The Department of Defense does not maintain · 

fingerprint records. The FBI is· the sole agency with that responsibility. I 

request that this letter, from FBI Director Sessions to· Congressman Solarz 
. . 

explaining '1ost" or purged fingerprint records be entered in the record. 

To prevent a recurrence of this problem in the future, I have tasked 

the Service Secretaries to examine possible alternatives to establish a 

redundant, independent source. for military fingerprints separate from the 

FBI records. I will report to the Committee and to the families wh(m we 

have implemented a solution to this problem. 
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Senate Foreign Relations Committee Minority.Staff Report 

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Tracy Usry of the Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee Minority staff came before this Com:dlittee to 

defend the minority staff report, An Examination of U. S. Policy 

Toward POW /MIAs, authored in large measure by himself. That 

report is replete with ·factual errors. I would like to take just a 

moment to discuss a few of the most glaring examples of.poor 

research and error. 

On page 5-8 of ~e Report, the staff states: 

"In fact, only 591 U.S. POWs were repatriated by 

the North Vietnamese during Operation 

HOMECOMING, which is 12% of the figure of 

5,000 U.S. POWs held by the North Vietnames~ 

reported by the New York Times. 

The original New York Times article, the primary source 

material, appeared on .the front page of the 6 March 19!3 issue. The 

number "5,000" appeared only once in the entire article-quoting an 

American source who stated at a meeting of the Joint Military 

Commission the previous day, North Vietnam had demanded the 

release of 5,000 Communist prisoners held by Saigon. 

This 5,000 number cited incorrectly in the report has been oft~ 
. . 

quoted by POW ~ctivists and is used within the report to lend 
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credence to the allegation that 85 ~ of American prisoners of war 

were withheld by Hanoi a.ft:er Operation Homecoming. 

A second glaring inaccuracy~· found in the Prologue to Part TI, 

page i. The report states: 

"In spite of 1,400 nnresolved reports of first hand live-
. . 

sightings, the Department of Defense, remarkably, still 

believes it has "no credible evidence." How does it 

dismiss these reports? 

In fact, there are numerous inaccuracies in just that simple 

statement. First, while there have been cumulatively over 1,400 

first-hand live sighting reports, only approximately 100 are 

unresolved. Second, live-sighting reports have not been dismissed. 

In over 75 percent of the first-hand live sightings received, DIA 

\ \have been able to establish that the report is true. These 
I 

reports involve POWs who returned at Operation Homecoming, or 

have been correl~ted to other Americans or Westerners, such as 

miss!onaries or individuals stranded in South Vietnam when the 
. . 

Communists took control. Almost three hundred relate to Private 

. Garwood, who returned from Vietnam in 1979. 

There are numerous other factual inaccuracies throughout the 

report. To catalogue the inaccuracies would require a document of 

equal length and would be beyond the scope of my testimony here 

today. Further, to do so would require diverting manpower from 
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more important tasks r~ted to the function of investigating 

POW /MIA cases. 

A more important issue that this Committee should address of 

Mr. Usry is why he and other staff members of the Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee staff have withheld from the Department of 

Defense information ·relevant to the m:vestigation of the\ I 
case and thec=Jcase. Not only has Mr. Usry withheld 

information that would have assisted the Department of Defense in 

more expeditiously investigating these cases, but he has stood by 
. . 

while Senate staff members directed sources not to provide their 
. -. 

information to members of my staff, the DIA, or oth~ within the 

Department of Defense investigating these cases. 

I am personally outraged by the obstruction that Mr. Usry has 

presented to the DoD investigations of these cases. That any 

American would withhold relevant information or otherwise not 

cooperate with an on-going DoD POW lMIA investigation is 

. shocking and should not be tolerated by you~his employers-the 

Members of the United States Senate. The families of the two 

individuals deserve better treatment than that. 

Mr. Chairman, I hope that you will question Mr. Usry about 

how long he had thc=Jmormation b~ore July 1991. When the. 

Department of Deferise finally received the information, we 

resolved the case in less than 2 months. 
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Response t~L~ ---------'\Allegations 

Th~ \families have been the losers as a result of the . 

allegations made by a number of individuals before this Committee. 

Family confidence in their Government has been further eroded by the 

unsubstantiated and specious claims of Government conspiracy. Mr. 

Sheetz willl~ter discti~ ther=Jcase in detail, however, I would like to 

spend a moment on theCJcase and the allegations made by Judge 

\ \before this Committee. 

Judge\ \alleg~tion that the Department of Defense would 

knowingly provide to the ·family, the Congress and the American people 

altered photographs of the meeting between our investigatorQ 

I \and the individual is ludicrous. Even more disturbing is the fact 

that Judge Gayden, an officer of a court, would allege that he had obtained 

a photo analysis of the photos of the meeting and. then assert that the DoD 

photos are frauds. This Committee can nit stand 1 and let these gross 

distortions of fact go unnoticed. H Judge photo experts believe 
. . 

the DoD photos are a fraud, he should produce their reports, or their 

testimony, or an affidavit or other suitable evidence. · . 

Our investigators, with the help of the lao, found the individual 

photographed·in Laos and identified as The individual 

family has been convinced by Judge 
~--~~-------~--~ 

bailiff, Khambang Sibounheuang, that the mdividual is 

\========---,and ~ambang has accompanied the two\ ~ns to 

Laos. Khambang's blood relative in Laos passed the roll of film containing 
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theDphotos to Khamb~g m the United States. ~ang has a 

long history of providing POW related materials, from as early as 1985; . . 

and none- not one-:- of his leads has ever proven valid. 

·I have a fact' sheet on Khambang that I would request be entered into 

the record. The\ YKhambang connection needs to be 

thoroughly investigated. I hope that this Committee will undertake that 

task. 

c=Jcooperation .. 

Finally, I would like to clarify a point raised by 
in his testimony. [ ~ugLg_e_s-te_d_tha_t-th_e_S_e_cr_e_t_ary_______, 

of Defense ma . have mis oken in his testimony befol;'e this Committee. 

suggested that ~e Secretary was mistaken in 
L------------r~l 
his recitation of what agreed to provide to the Department of 

Defense in Thailand and that he was further mistaken in attributing to 

c=Ja comment that the\ ~hotograph "may have ~een" taken in 

Thailand or Bumia. I would like to make clear for the record that the 

Secretary of Defense did not misspeak nor was he mistaken in any of the 

testimony he provided to this committee relative t~ \ 

c=J 
\promises of ·cooper~tion were made to the Secretary of Defense in 

1...------' I 

the presence of myseH, and Congressmen McCloskey and Visclosky in the 

Secretary'~ office. The Secretary's testimony correctly reflected who and 
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what Ostated he ~ould make av&lable to our investigators. It also 

correctly reflected whatCJtold om investigators in Bangkok about 

where the photograph may have been taken. We have a chronology of our 

conversations withCJwhich I would like to make a part of the record. 

I have with me the individuals who were.involved.in:thec=J 

investigation with\ \and who will provide you the facts about 

their investigation. Mr. Bob Sheetz, the Chief of the Special Office for 

j Pow /MIA Affairs will address the specifics of the. conduct of thec:::::::J 

1 investigation of whichC\was a part. . 
j 

Thank you Mr. Chairman and Senat&' Smith. I am prepared 

now to respond to your questions. 
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The DiR:tcor ol Ccntr.tl lntclllsmcc: 

~DC.JOSOS 

MEMORANDUM FOR: National Foreign Intelligence Board 

~:~uve R~g,s!ry 

t 2:~- Jt' 36'~ 
L------··------

. 
1 2 NOV 1985 

SUBJECT: Interagency Coiiiii~ttee on Vietnam MIA's/.POW's 

· 1. I hereby establish an Interagency Committee on Vietnam 
MIA's/POW's under the chafrmanship of Brigadier General James Shufelt 
(OIA). The purpose of the Committee is. to exhaust- all intelligence 
within. the Community regarding the location and identification of · 
Americans who might be held or interned in Southeast Asia. 

2. I request that the appropriate NFIB agencies nominate 
-representatives to serve on the Committee under.Brigadier General 

Shufelt's chairmanship. Representatives will also be responsible for 
ensuring that any intelligence information presently held within the 
Intelligence Coltlllunity is prof erred to the Committee .• 

3. I am asking lieutenant General Leonard Perroots, Oirector.of the 
Defense intelligence Agency, to oversee this activity on my behalf. 

Distribution: 
Orig - Addressee 
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

between the 

DEFENSE INTElliGENCE AGENCY (DiAl 

and the 

CENTRAL INTELliGENCE AGENCY (CIA) 

NATIONAl SECURITY AGENCY (NSA) 

FEDERAl BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (FBI) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

OFFICE OF rn£ SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

SERVICE INTElliGENCE REPRESENTATIVES 

on 

. ' 

PARTICIPATION AT INTERAGENCY CmMITTEE ON INDOCHINA PW/MIAs MEETINGS 

A. PURPOSE 

This rreJJDrandum of understanding clarifies the roles and responsibilities· 
of each organization during participation in Interagency Committee on 
Indochina PW/MIAs meetings on the collection, oversight and coordination of 
intelligence relating to American servicemen and civilians who remain 
unaccounted for as a result of the war in Indochina ( 1961-1975). 

B. BACKGROUND 

Resolution of the PW/MIA issue is a matter of personal interest to th~ 
President of the United States, who has pledged that it is a matter of the 
highest national priority within his Administration. In implementation of 
this priority the purpose of·the committee will be to formulate, coordinate, 
and manage new collection initiatives to ensure that all intelligence · 
disciplines are sensitized to the issue. It ~ill provide a clearing house for 
the exchange of PW intelligence and a forum for the discussion and resolution 
of related collection problems and requirements.. The committee will make 
aggressive use of appropriate resources of specialized components of the 
intelligence community to identify, augment or supplement, confirm, or 
otherwise qualify intelligence information relating to ·u.s. PW/f4IAs. 

C. ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT 

1. DIA shall· provide the chairmanship and staff and administrative 
support for the committee. 

2. The committee shall be comprised of one principal general-flas 
officer or equivalent civilian lever representative of the following U.S. 
Government components: Defense In te 11 i gence Agency ( D.IA), Central 
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Intelligence Agency (CIA), National Security Agency (NSA), Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI), Department of State, Office of the Secretary of Defense 
(OSD), and Service Intelligence representatives. The DIA representative at 
the committee meetings will also be the principal Joint Chiefs of Staff 
representative. All members and other attendees shall have TOP SECRET and 
SI/TK clearances. 

3. Responsibilities of member representatives pertaining to the 
collection of PW/MIA related intelligence shall be consistent with the charter 
of the parent Department, Agency or Bureau. . 

4. The committee shall meet at the call of the Chairman but not less 
than quarterly. 

D. IMPLEMENTATION AND TERMINATION 

This rreJOOrandum· of understanding shall becorre binding and enter into 
force upon signature by all parties. It shall ·remain in effect until revised 
or terminated and will be reviewed annually. 

Intelligence Agency 

Date: 

Deputy Chief, Policy and 
Coordination Staff 

Central Intelligence Agency 

Date: 
I I 

..... • ..,al 

~~~~'----
Chief, Operations Directorate B5 Assistant Director, Intelligence 
National Security Agency Division 

Date: 
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Federal Bureau of investiga~ion 

Date: 
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. 
Deputy Ass· tant Secretary for 

Coordi tion 
·Bureau of Intelligence & Research 
Departroont of State 

Date: f;d-1 '(/?c!i{' 

R C D • PO R , R. ,. 0 , 
Director, ·Intelligence Systems 
Office of the· Assistant Chief of 

Staff Army.Intelligence 
Department of the Arlll.Y' 

Date: Af ~d~ !q[-t: 

• , o one , 
Director, Joint Services ·Su port 

Di rectorate 
Department of the Air Force 

Date: ~[ Jlllf1. ~ 
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SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE OF POW-MIA 

Offices: 705 Senate Hart Office Building 
Main Office Number: (202) 224-2038 
Majority Staff Director Frances Zwenig: 202-224-2038 
Minority Staff Director Al Ptak: 202-224-2306 

MAJORITY: 

Chairman John Kerry (D-MA) 

Thomas Daschle (D-SD) 
Harry Reid (D-NV) 
Charles Robb (D-VA) 
Robert Kerry (D-NB) 
Herb Kohl (D-WS) 
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MINORITY: 

Vice Chairman Robert 
Smith (R-NH) 

John McCain (R-AZ) 
Jesse Helms (R-NC) 
Nancy Kassebaum (R-KS) 
Charles Grassley (R-IA) 
Hank Brown (R-CO) 
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l. Senator Kerry, senator Smith, it is a priviledge for me to . 

appear here today. We all recognize the importance of your endeavor and 

I am here to emphasize the commitment of NSA to.supportq your efforts. 

For years, NSA has been actively involved on this issue primarily with 

the Defense Intelligence Agency, but also with individual congressman 

and Congressional Committees. As we have done with these organizations 

in the past, we will make available to you all the data that can assist 

you in your investigation. 

2. To ensure we would be prepared to be responsive to the committee 

we have aqain conducted a comprehensive review of SIGINT holdings for 

the period 1965 to the present. This review included: 

.:~o 

a. manually scanninq all SIGINT material which might contain 

any reference to POW/MIAs during or after the war. 

b. interviewing selected analysts and managers who served at 

NSA Headquarters or in the field, 

o. reoonstruotinq and evaluating the SIGINT process used 

during t.he war. 

Additionally, we attempted to uncover any material which might be 

related to recent allegations and to review any new information that has 

come to liqht since our last complete revi.ew in 1987. 

3. I would like to take a few minutes and explain how NSA has 

conducted its business in regard to the POW/MIA tas~. ourinq the 

Vietnam War, our ability to access the communications of Southeast Asian 
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Communist Forces was very good. Over seventy (70) ground-based 

collection sites, no fewer than.twelve (12) types of ai~borne collection 

platforms, and numerous shipborne collectors worked 24-hours a day 

against the ful~ range of target communications. Thousands of people, 

primarily uniformed military personnel, were involved in this massive 

signals intelligence effort. The SIG!NT system had an excellent 

capability to collect information on aircraft shootdowns and on downed 

fliers. We intercepts~ information that some crew members did not 

survive the shootdown. In other cases, ~e. were able to detect initial 

capture and subsequent movement of prisoners by the capturing unit to 

either a holding location or to a place designated as· a camp. We were 

aware Of the existence of more permanent prison camps from non•SIGINT 
'"" . sources, but in spite of .our vast collection resources, we never heard 

an~ communications emanating from these camps. 

4. The enormous amount of data collection durinq the war had to be 

precessed manually. Because ·of this we did not a~ways precess 

everything, but we did process everythinq related to downed flier~ or 

captured Americans. This was our highest priority mission_~ Intercept 

operators were trained to recogn~ze critical information, and were 
\ 

instructed to notify supervisors immediately when information on downed 

fliers or captured servicemen was intercepted. This information was 

processed immediately and reported in the most expeditious manner to 

tactical units to aid in search and ~esoue operations. 

5. our information can be divided into two cateqcriea. We have a 

total of 1530 "incident" reports which are based on-military 

!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 



CQ 60 02 56 6NOV 25 '91 09!23 R2110 T1 

... 

communications and relate to specific losses. We have approximately soo 

"non-incident" reports which are associated with the general topic of 

POW/MIAs. We reported both tactical and strategic information. 

Tactical reporting included information on such subjects as shootdowns 

of aircraft and locations of enemy forces. A special reporting series, 

called SONGBIRD Reports, was established for information pertaining to 

prisoners, prisoner locations, movement of prisoners, shootdown of . 

aircraft, or any other information relating to the fate of u.s. 
servicemen. Strategic reporting included such activities as North 

Vietnamese infiltration and resupply. T~is information carne from 

communications serving the network of roads, transportation units, and 

rest stops known as the Ho Chi Minh Trail and from communications 

serving military elements in~Northern Vietnam. 

G. We understand that the committee is especially concerned about 

the fate of American M~As captured in Laos •. L~tian codes were broken 

during the war and the communications of Pathet.Lao Headquarters were 

interc·epted. Regretably, while we had voluminous intercept of Laotian 

communications, they do not provide any new information on the fate of 

our men lost in Laos. 

7. Also, no siGINT evidence is available to either confirm or deny 

allegations of involvement with Amerioar 
~------------------____ _j 

POWs, NSA has completed a review of pertinent material. As 

with our study of Vietnamese communications 1 there is no evidence to 

indicate that involved POWs. Our search of! 
~--------~ ~----~ 

cornmunic~tions that may be related to the POW/MIA issue continues, but 
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as with our efforts in researching Vietnamese communications, we have 

yet to find any SIGiNT evidence of 

a. NSA currently ~olds approximately 2000 SIGINT reports,·dating 

from 1965 to the present, relating to the loss, capture, and status of 

u.s. personnel in Southeast Asia. To illustrate the challenqe of 

following individual POWs, of all the POW/MIA related ·incidents reported 

in SIGINT during the war, less than ~00 names of captured Americans are 

conta"ined in our repo·rting'. The majority of these people were 

subsequently accounted for. All of this in.fonnation was reported in our 

normal system and made available during' previous investiqations. Let me 

emphasize however, that'none of our data contains evidence that American 

service personnel remain in Vietnam today or were left behind after 

Operation HOMECOMING. 
, ... 

9. We spent many years after the war searching for communications 

that could reyeal evidence that u.s. personnel were.held in Vietnam but 

~=~= n~~ successful. The only collection, reflec~inq POW/MIA matters we 

I 
~------------------------------------------______ _jqeneral 

POW/MIA issues. 

On the question of releasing intelligence data, there are qood 

reasons why even after 20-25 years, some intelliqence information 

relating to POW/MIAs is, and should remain, classified. For example, 

similar sources and methods are used today by NSA against other targets, 

particularly 
~----------------~ 

methods are associated 
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We recognize the ooneerns of POW/MIA families, ana we want to 

explore methods for them to gain access to data associated with their 

kin while at the same time proteotinq our sources ana methods. I would 

like to caution everyone, however, that what we hold as described acove 

only applies to a v~ry few families ana even that involves not·mor.e than 

one or two SIGINT reports per family. 

On the other hand, for you and/or your cleared staff, we stand ready 

to show ou~ entire SIGINT POW/MIA-related reports and to help interpret 

them as necessary for you and respond to any of your questions. 
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QUESTION: Please explain why it i~ necessary to protect the 

sources of information on POW's and MIA's. 

ANSWER: In the intelligence collection process, whether it be 

on POW's and MIA's or other requirements, we have a statutory 

responsibility under the National Security Act of 1947 and E.O. 

12356 to protect the source of the information, the place and 

manner in which it was acquired, any foreign intelligence 

service involvement, references to other operational activity 

and administrative details such as cryptonyms, field report 

numbers, source and field comments. 

If we were unable to guarantee this protection, it would 

impact on our ability to collect intelligenc~. Other sources 

would be wary of cooperating with us if information were 

released which pinpoints its origin without consideration of 

the effect this information might· have on the source, and his 

heirs, survivors or colleagues. It is important to understand 

that in many cases, especially with regard to information 
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SPOT REPORT 

6 DECEMBER 1991 

.UPDATE ON PW-MIA ACTIVITIES 

1. FILES AT DIA: A total of 496 "live-sighting" files in 
the Prisoner of War-Missing in Action (PW-MIA) Task Force for 
Intelligence Data Release have been reviewed and sanitized at 
the Penta on. 

The files reviewed were from the 1,500 
live-sighting files of which only -496 contained Agency 
reporting. The agreed-upon Inter-Agency guidelines were used in 
deleting identification of sources, names of Agency personnel, 
place acquired, liaison involvement, and methods of 
acquisition. DIA PW-MIA appreciated our Agency's cooperation 
andl ~ffort is particularly noteworthy. 

2. Response to the Committee's letter: During ADDO'S 4 
December one-on-one with DCEA, the wording of the response 
letter to the Committee was raised. You should be receiving th.e 
draft of this letter I . lin-part reads "It has been 
agency practice to provide all 1nformation on PW-MIA's tp DIA 
and ·this information should be available in their files. In 
response to your request,· we are undertaking a review of all 
files held by the Agency which bear on this issue to ensure that 
all pertinent data has been passed to DIA." 

3 I PW-MIA: This component is being formed with 
/the Chief to review our files on PW-MIA's and 

~e __ n_s_u_r_e~t~h-a~t~a~ll the reporting on this issue has been forwarded 
to DIA. All archived files on the subject are being retrieved 
and will be reviewed. We will also look at substantive issues 
such as programs in Laos, V~etnam and Cambodia associated with 
our operational and collection act.i vi ties· on PW-MIA' s. c::J . 
I /will be I . I We have 
discussed with/ /the need for addit1onal fund1n: for I 
r-----------~t~o assist with this project. J _ ~~t~n=e----~ 

provide administrative assi tance as e~ed and 
~------------------------------~are working on locating office 
space for the group. We are receiving excellent cooperation 
from all concerned and has been particularly helpful 
with several aspects of the program. 
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4. The KGB Connection: / /met with former KGB 
General Oleg Kalugin on 29 November to d1scuss PW-MIA issues. 
Kalugin made it clear he was not intimately familiar with the 
subject and tho~e statements he did make were not supported by 
facts. See the attached cable for further details. Also 
attach~d is a 1982 CIA report 
I j he a rc:f: f rom KGB Genera 1 '-:G..-r-1.-. g~o-:r-.i_y_e_v----;t;-;h'a-.t --;:;-2-, "o'"""o;-;O~P;::cO;:;-;W;-;-;-' -s---;f;-r_o_m __ ___j 

the Vietnam war had been incarcerated in the Soviet Union for 
"ideological retraining." comment was included 
in this report which in part said that CIA records contain no 
information that Grigoriyev held a le·ading position in the KGB 
and that the report merits little if any credence from analysts. 

5. Call to Security Duty Officer on Alleged POW's: The 
PW-MIA Office at the Pentagon is investigating the call made to 
our Security Duty Officer on 2 December by an alleged Navy Seal 

1
reo:rtina a siahtina of MIA's in Cam~~!~ked with anyone on this 

subject as claimed in the report and DIA PW-MIA has not been 
able to identify the individual who claimed to beL-~-=---~~ 
They are going to follow this up with the Seal Team in Coronado, 
California, and will advise when further details are obtained. 
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S-1438-91 I 
I 
I 

SUBJECT: PO'ii-HIA ISSUES (U) i 

;oRm r:==:~E:::~ ~~:~8nc~~IH 
~MAilE IT CLEAR THAT ALTHOUGH HE WAS MENTIONED IN 

THE PRESS, HE WAS NOT INTIMATELY FAMILIAR liiTH!SUBJECT AND 
COULD NOT PROVIDE ANYTHING MORE THAN AN OVEHVI~W OF .EVENTS 
AS HE REMEMBERS THEitl. I 
2. (S) I (INVOLVEMENT IN,PO'tl 
INTERROGATION WAS MHJIMAL ONTl AN AGREEMENT QN THE 
EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION liAS SIGNED BY THE lGB 4ND ITS 
VIETNAMESE COUNTERPART--ABOUT 1977 OR 1Q78··HE ji!AS NOT 
SURE OF THE EXACT YEAR--CONTACT SEiWEEN THE Til SIDES liAS 
Vli!TUALLY NO/I-EXISTENT. AFTER THE AGREEMENT IIA IN PLACE. 
THE YiETNA14ESE REQUESTED KGB ASSISTANCE IN "01 lo'.ANTLING• 
TH~ U.S. HlllASSY IN SAIGON, WHICH THE KGB WAS APPY TO 00. 
AFTER THIS EVEIIT, THE KGB In A lOW KEY MANNER, REQUESTED 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO TAU TO A FEll U.S. POliS THAT HAY ST!ll 
HAVE BEEN HELD 111 VlfTNAM. (NOfE: KALUGIN STAT D THAT AN 
UNKNOIIN NUMBER OF AMtRICAN flOWS IN 1977-1978 W~RE KEPT BY 
TilE VIETNAMESE, SUT DID NOT ~NO\t FOR WHAT PURPOSE.) Rc:ASON 
FOR TfiE REQUEST liAS TO ASSESS SOVIET MILITARY QQUIPMEHT 
EFFECTIVENESS AND IN TURN, FAMILIARIZE THEMSEL~ES WITH 
U.S. DOCTRINE. A THREE (OR POSSIBLY) FOUR MAN JEAM liAS 
DISPATCHED TO VlETNAM-·LOCAiiON UNKNOIIN·-AND A LIST OF U.S 
POliS \IA3 PROVIDED TO THE SOVIET SIDE··NLJ14BER 0 NAMES 
U~KflOIIN--FR()! t/HICH THE tGB TEAM PICKED THREs· DIVIOUALS: 
()I{E !liAS A "SENIOR" Nt.VAL OFF ICER··RANK UN~N!MN ·AN AIR 
FORCE PILOT, AND A SUSPECTED CIA·RELATED PER • AN EFFORT 
TO TURN THESE INDIVIDUALS i'~S MADE AT THAT TIM • lALUGIN 
Dr!l MENJI()i, HOWEVER, THAT ~N ATTEMPT TO CONTAUT. THE THRH 

, AIIERICANS Itl Tlif UNITED STAlES A FE'i YEARS LATP,l \lAS 
.. UNSUCCESSFUL. I I 

3. ( S) rT IS QUIH CLEAR THAT GENERAL muGIN I NOT IN 
THE MAINSTREA!I\ OF POll ISSUES, NOR DOES HE BELIE E, FROitl A 
~GB PERSPECTIVE, THAT THE ISSUE IS BONA FlO£ AN NOT A 
FABRICATION. FIRSi HE FEELS THAT DURING THE 19i 'S 
BREZHNEV (AND BY ASSOCIATIOO. ANDROPOVl WAS VERY CARfFUl 

~.CT!Oil: HR. SASCK/DIA . I 
I 

ACT IOU I I (M,C) 

THt UNITEO STATES. SECOOOLY, HE NOTES THE RUSSIAN ?tO~LE , •• 
HAVE BEEII VERY PRO-AMERICAN ALL ALONG, IKlT JUST AFTER 
PERESTROIU: IT IIOULD BE VERY OIFHCULT TO HIDE A U.S POll, 
UNLESS IN VERY CONFINED AREAS, BUT FOR II'HAT PURPOS£7 
THIRDLY, Tl!t/TH IS BREAUNG OUT ALL OVER. 00 ONE CAN kEEP A 
SECRET AND THERE ARE MANY THAT WOULD STOPAT NOTHING TO 
DISCREDIT THE FOOIIER REGIME BY GOING PUBLIC IF IN FIICi 
AMERICAN P<M WERE IN THE USSR. 
-
4. (S)k jatO GO OUT Of HIS lAY TO STAiE THAT 
AMERICNS COUlD BE RtSDING IN THE USSR, SUT ADDED :HAf 
THIS HAS TO BE LOOK£0 AT ON A CASE-TO-CASE BASIS. FOR 
EXAi4PLE: AN AMERICAN POW COULD HAVE MET AND MARRIED ~ 
RUSSIAN I/OMAN AND RETURNED \liTH HER TO THE SOVIET UNION. 
HEP.t: HE CJTEO THAT THIS MIGHT SE THE CASE OF SI)(EON£ LJKE 
THE AMERICAN SUPPOSEDLY LIVING IN SARYSHAGAN, .QUICKLY 
ftODING THAT HE PERSONALLY DOES IIOT BELIEVE THE STOHY. 4T 
THIS POINT SURPRISED ALUSNA BY STAT!NG 
BT 
S E C R E T SECTIOII OZ OF D2 MOSCOil 3H 10 

THAT AlTHOOGH HE UIIDERSTOOO CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST. 
ESPECIALLY IN All ELECTION YEAR, HE COULD IKlT QUITE 
UNDERSTAND THE SUDDEN AND AlMOST INTENSE INTEREST THAi THE 
U.S. liAS SHOiiiNG 00 THE POW ISSUE, STATING THAT 'liE HAD 
MAllY MORE POW/MIAS OUR HJG THE KOREAN liAR illTHCUT TODAY' S 
FERVOR. RO SUMMARILY EXPLAINED THAT CIRC~STA!IC£S WfRE !N 
FACT, NOT SIMILAR. 

5. (C) IS AN INTERESTING CASE STUD''. HI: IS 
VERY WESTERN IN HIS DRESS AIID HAN!IER!SMS- -LIVED IN THE 
U.S. FOR FIVE YtARS, SPEAKS EXCELLENT ENGL!SH (AMEF.lCAtl)·· 
STUDIED AT COLIJHBIA UNIVERSITY IN 1958, IS URBANE, 
POLISHED AND VfRY CQI«;ENIAL. HE IS A FORMER ·USSR PEOPLf:S' 
DEPUTY: HE CMlNUES TO BE ENGAGED Ill GOVERNMENT 81;1 AS A 
CONSULTANT. HE APPEARS TO BE, HOIIEVER, 00 THE HARGl NS 
CONCERNING THE POW/IHA QUESTION AND HAS PROBABLY ElliAUSTED 
HIS OWJllNOiiLEOGE OF T~E SUBJECT. 

6.(C) BECAUSE Of THE POTEN1IALLY DAMAGIIiG INFORIIATlON 
ADDRESSED IN PARAGR~.PH TVO ABOVE, EMBASSY IS TREATING "!'HIS 
AS A SPECAT /EXOIS MAnER. 

i .(C) EMBASSY INTER-AGENCY GROUP WOULD APPRtClATE ANALYSIS 
MD A~'Y FHDBACK ON INFORMATION PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH M, 
BUT \IOULO BE MOST INTERESTED IN LEARNIIIG NORE ABOUT TH[ 
GRU CONNECTION AND HCW THIS COULD BE FURTHER PURSUED. 

a.(C) NEXT STEP: AWAIT «ALUGIN'S CALL TO SEE IF FORMER 
SiJBORDINAlE AND SOVIET TEAM CHIEF WOULD BE VILLING TO 1'ALK 
TO US. · 
DfCL: OAOR ST 

MCN•9133G/058S7 TOR•91336/~0d4Z TAOaS133G/2315Z 

.· ~ET SPECAT 
COSN•MIAS30 
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S~~Y: A~cording to KGB Lieutenant General.Petr Ivanovich 
Grigoriyev, specially selected· U.S. prisoners of war were being 
received in· o the Sovie~ Union circa 1970 for long term or 
lifetime inFarceration and "ideological retraining." He implied 
the number [nvolved to be about 2,000. The goal of the program 
was indefinr·r:e, but involved intensive psychological investiga
tioil of the prisoners and ret~aining to cake them available 
as required to serve the needs of the Sovie:: Union •. Grigoriyev 
maae the cofn;nent: L . 1 

l ~r·· 
.,.,.·· 
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caut:ion.l 

c 0 

U 11 J' II f"'l :l! I 
! :i! ~ 'o ... !I 

I A L. 

,,.. ...... 

/ 



C06002566 

~ 
4 

3 

.:::~~ ... 2291 

IAPPROV.ED F(i)R 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 

FURTHER Dl SE!\flNATIO~ :\.'•:0 liSE OF THIS INFORMATIO!'Il Sl:BJECT 
TO CO:O..'TROLS ST.HE ~AT BECl:-.:!\I~G .\ND E;>;"D OF REPORT PACE :! OF' 4 P.-\CES 

~ a ~ F I D E N ! I A L 

the USSR, much l~ss that 2.-000 such individuals 
normal lives" in! the same r egicn ~· J..e.;t::.e._n:ume.x:QY~_fu;~!&JU12.Q;litl~L-~· 
risoners have resided in exile. 

~~~~~~~~~c-~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~=-~~~ rom ana ysts. 
However, in lighf of continuing high interest n t e question of U.S. 
personnel s~ill · is~ed as cissing in action in Southeast Asia, this 
report i·s being isseminated with appropriate caveats to concerned 
me~bers of the US. Iotelligence Community.) 

2. which was held circa 1970, KGB 
Lieutenant Generr' 1 Petr Ivanovich ((Grigoriyev)) seated that many 
specially select. d U.S. prisoners of war -were being received from North 
Vietnam for long tern or l :i fetime ~ody and "ideological re-training" 
in the Soviet Un on. / ___j G~igoriyev did not state 
spec~fically the number cf ?risoners involved. The term he used vas 
"v poryadke nes~ol'k.ikh tysyach v nas tozhe yest'' which translates 
as "on the orderlof several thousand," implying the number to be about 
2,000). The pri¥oners were destined for confinement at a facility near 
Perm. Grigoriyey, who leat'ned of the pt'ogram from an unnamed high level 
KGB colleague, urderstood that Soviets rather than North VieLuamese 
were involved in the initial selection process and that pat'ticipants 

· were to be contillually assessed for suitability. He implied that 
individuals determined to be unsuitable would be eliminated and replaced 
with o~her Grigoriyev made his comment 
while servi:l;g as! a political idec:-.logist aod personnel ofticer a~ the 
All-Union Scient~fic-Technical Information Center of the State 
Committee for Sc~ence and Technology in Moscow. He had previously served 
as Chie~ of the j' GB's P~r~onnel Directora~e.and in th~~ capacity would 
have very likely made cont:ac-ts among KGB officials suosequently 
responsible for prganizi~g any such prisoner program.) 

I 
I 

3. Accordipg to Grigoriyev, the goals of the U.S. prisoner 
program wet'e ind~finite but i~volved in~eosive psychological studies 
of the individua~s and utilization cf them as required to serve the 
needs of the Sovtet Union. Grigoriyev understood that the detention 
facility ~as not a standard prison, but rather one in which inmates 
could lead reaso ably normal lives. · rigoriyev 
recalled that precedents existed for such a prog=a.m in the Soviet Union 
and cited similat previous efforts 'With Spanish, Japanese, and Chinese 
nationals. He s~ated that in past programs, participants were 
encouraged to mafry Soviet women. 

I CON'F/NTTAl 
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I 
5. Grigoriyjev volunteered the infoma.tion regarding the Vietnam 

prisoners during the·late 1960's 
and early 1s ut1es were not part cu ar y demanding after his 

istrator in the KGB. Be was often finished with his 
rather than go home or engaged in 
discussions in his office. 
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6 .. Grigoriyev was trained as a professional militarJ officer and 
served 1n the ¢ank troops during World War II. After the war he was 
assigned to th~ Party Central Committee as an arQy representative. 
In the period ~953-1954 he became KGB Deputy Chief for Personnel. He 
subsequently b~came critical o£ the recruitment policies of KGB head 
Vladimir Yefimcivich ((Semichastnyy)) and was transferred from his 
position to that of KGB Security Chief for Soviet: Bloc nations. So·::m 
thereafter he developed a heart ailment a.'"l.d retired. ·In the late 1960's 
he acc~pted ch~ position ac the Information· Center. 

7. Gener~l Skrynnik joined the Russian cavalry in 1917 and 
subsequently e9tered the Odessa artillery school. Upon graduation he 
was assigned t~ the Zhitomir military district. In 1931 he enter~d the 
Frunze ~lilitar~ Academy. He advanced rapidly and in the 1933-1934 
period. was senti to China as Deputy Military Attache. He joined Mao's 
long march and began to establish intelligence agent networks for the 
Soviet Union. ~e remained in China until 1942 except for a brief 
return in 1939 ~o estaolish an intelligence school in Moscow for 
China operation~. In the spring of 1942 he was recalled from China 
to become chiefjof intelligence on t~~ northwestern front 1 where he 
remained for th~ duration of the ~ar. -~~er the war he ~as assign;d 
as Soviet ·repre~entative to the Berlin Joint Commission for Repatriation. 
After serving 1·' Berlin from 1945 to· 1949 he returned to Moscow as 
either chief or deputy chief for intelligence at the Frunze Academy. 
He th~n serveci s Deputy Intelligence Chief of the Far Eastern Military 
District. He retired from the cilitary ia 1953. Skrynnik was 
subsequenc1y re4alled co duty to re-establish agent oetworks in China I aitecthe China4USSR solit but refnsod '" '•"'- •··•··-- " F 

i 
I 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

VIA 

FROM I 

SUBJECT 

SECRET 

3 DeC 1981 

Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 

Deputy Director for Operations 

I 
Acting Chief, East Asia Division 

Representative Dornan's Request for DDCI 
Testimony Concerning POW/MIA's pn Southeast 
Asia 

Attached are East Asia Division comments on Congress-

man Dornan's request for DDCI testimony concerning C~A efforts 

on the POW/MIA problem in Southeast Asia. Our comments are 

keyed to the questions asked in Congressman Dornan's letter of 

Nov~mber 6, 1981. 

Attachment: 
East Asia Division Comments 
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EAST ASIA DIVISION COMMENTS 

I. What is the priority of the POW/MIA issue at CIA? 

No CIA Station is tasked in its OD with action on the MIA/ 
POW issue. I l 

lthis issue receives as much 
~a=-n=-d-::;--=s-=o-=m:-::e:-;:t::-::i'=. nte-=-=-:, c::=--,-=-,::-:: · u·-=, ""';n-=--=m::-:,,c.,-::-:,r::-: •e:::--a==te-=n ---r:-=--1----oooo--dn than other priori t y 
obiectives I 
L---~~~~~~--~~--~~~~~1 When any bellevable 1ntormac1on 
on POW/MIA's is obtained in the field, the highest priority is 
assigned to its verification. 

II. What are the resources being assigned to this problem 
within CIA? 

.At CIA Headquarters there is no DDO officer who has been 
snecificallv assigned to the POW/MIA problem. 
~~ ~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~handle POW/ 
MIA actiuirie>c:: a~ reauired and in addition to the1r regular 
duties. I · !devotes the most ti~e to 
POW/MIA ~a~c~tTi~V~l~t~~~e~s~.~~------------------_L~~~----~----~~~~ 

l·the h1ghest pr1or1ty to ooca1n1ng 
'-1-;-. n-----;::f_o_r_m_a-;-t-;i:-o-n __ o_n __ -:;:;P:-:;:;0:-:-cW=-/,-;M-=-=I;;-:A;;-o' s-. __j As men t i o ned above , officers at a 11 
Stations are alert for any information on POW/MIA's • 

. , III. What are the roadblocks to resolving this issue? How 
can these barriers be eliminated2 

The primary roadblock to resolving this issue continues to 
be the uncooperative attitude of the governments of Vietnam and 
Laos. They claim they have no POW's and are searching for MIA's. 

~A.PPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
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Repeated requests over the years by the U.S. Government for 
more information o~ entry into these countries of investigative 
teams have been stalled. Continued diplomatic efforts combined 
with intelligence community efforts to obtain positive 
information appear to be the best available course of action at 
this time. · 

Unfortunately, another and serious roadbl6ck to obtaining 
· ··········pe-s i-t-i ve. in-foi::.ma.t ion .on .. the ... s.ubj.ect .. J.s ... t.h~.-Pil.!?l~ .. c;;.;Li;.y ___ gJ_yen to 

l~aks of confidential activities, and publicity given to-fh~-

I 

wild and inaccurate stories of various adventurers. 

As a result 
o publicity, many Lao and Vietnamese believe that claiming to 
possess information on POW/MIA's is a way to ensure entry to 
the Unted States, various Indochinese resistance groups view it 
as a method of obtaining covert u.s. Government financial and 
military support, and professional fabricators see it as a way 
of obtaining funds. The continued visits to Thailand of 
various soldiers of fortune· working on their own or on· behalf 
of private groups serves to additionally confuse the issue. 
Considerable intelligence community time and ~ffort is. wasted 
on the stories of fabrica~ors and soldiers of fortune. Also, 
the actions of adventurers and inaccurate publicity has 
undoubtedly caused the Vietnamese·and Lao to tighten security 
and to become more intransigent in their attitude towards our 
diplomatic efforts. 

IV. Has the United States intelligence community achieved 
smooth coo~eration among its members on this issue? 

We believe there is good cooperation among the members of 
the intelligence community both at the Headquarters levei and 
in the field~ DIA is recognized as the focal point for all 
POW/MIA information and CIA passes· all information obtained on 
the subject to DIA. j J 
We believe DIA is doing an excellent job in this difficult 
activity and will continue to cooperate fully. 

!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
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VI. What more can the United 'States Government do to as .. sist 
the intelligence community on this issue? 

Sufficient support and cooperation is being provided at 
this time. We know that if' additional resources are necessary 
that the administration will be responsive to any requests •. 
The problem is not one of resources or even intelligence, 
especially in the case of alleged POW's. It has not been 
demonstrated, at least on the basis of the c.onsiderable 
available information, that additional collection resources 
would lead to a definitive resolution 9f this. issue. Sufficient 
assets are in place and a large volume of information is 
continually being screened and checked. To date, information 
indicating locations of POW's and MIA's in Laos or Vietnam has 
not proved credible. We and DIA have gone to considerable 
lengths to check out the more promising leads. 

VII. What more can the United States intelligence community 
do on this issue? 

' The intelligence community continues to be alert and 
receptive to any information concerning POW/MIA's. We will 
actively and aggressively continue to search fot, and follow up 
on new sources of information. 
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SUBJECT: Missing in Action Case - Processing Statistics 

Documents Processed or in Process 

CIA 
Army {Referral) 

. Air Force _(Referral) 
Navy (Referral) 
Defence Intelligence Agency~(Referral) 
State Department 
POW Letters 

23,047 
866 

-1,295 
664 

1,658 
2,873 

10 ,_3 79 

·· ···- ·--··- ·- - · -- · ···--- ·- ··- -·To·t·al .. ------- _ .. _____ - ............ - ----- ·-----··--·-· - ....... _. _____ .. ______ .. ___ .. 4-o--,. -7-8·2·--... ------· ·------- .. 

No Pertinent Documents Reviewed 

Total 

Estimat~d Manhours/Cost to Date 

Overtime 15,600 hours @ $11. zs 
Regular Time 1,000 hours @ $ 9.37 
Copy Cost 406,000 sheets @ 5.00 
Computer Cost 

TOTAL 

25,600 

66,382 

$175,500 
9,370 

20,300 
8l·z 564 

$286,734 

/ 

Estimated Manhours/Cost to Completion 

Overtime 
Regular Time 

Copy Cost 
Compute-r Cost 

6,000 hours @ $15.99 
6,500 hours @ $25.00* 

TOTAL 

300,000 copies @·.OS 

TOTAL 

Total Estimated Cost to Completion 

$ 95,940 
. $ 162,500 

$258,440 

15,000 
SzOOO 

$278,440 

'$565,174 

Please note that these are estimated figures in many instances. 
When all factors are considered, such as assistance from other offices 
in servicing document requests and overhead, these figures represent 
our minirnun cost. 
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* 'Ihe increase in the hourly rost at this p::>int is because of the 
anploym:nt of rehired armuitants to analyze the MIA reiXJrting. .In 
the early stages of this project, nnstly clerical p:rrsonnel and over-
tirre anployees were.involved in the processing of Cbctments. · 

---------~----··---------- .. -· MP·--·---··--·-----··---·~-M-------·-- -··· 00' '' --·••• • -·-·--·• ·-···-··- ~ ~-- --·-·•••''-·· -·~-- oOo- -·• - -·---·-
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ROUTING AND 
SUBJECT: (Optional) 

Congressional Testimony Concerning 

FROM: 

I I 
Acting Chief, East Asia Division 

TO: (Officer de•ignolion, room number, and DATE 
building) 

1. 

I I 
2. 

3. 

D 
4. 

5. 

DDO Reg D 
6. 

~ I 
7. 

DDO I I 
8·chief, InderdeQartmen i/1 Affairs staff, ·r 

( 9. 

r--> 
'10. 

11. 

12 . 

.. 
13. 

14. 

15. 

FORM 
1-79 

EXEC Reg 

DDCI 

61 0 USE PREVIOUS 
EDITIONS 

I I 

RECEIVED fORWARDED 

1(1~ ~112 

fj :: -·· . 
,:_~:-:; •.. 

I 
... ,, 

,. ... . ~ . 

a1 
I 

RECORD SHEET . 
POW/MIA's 

EXTENSION 

. 1438 

OFFICER'S 
INITIALS 

I I 

~ 

NO, 

DATE 

3 December 1981 

COMMENTS (Number ooch comment lo show . from whom 
to whom. Draw o line across .column oflor each c.o~ment.) 

Attached are East Asia 
Division's comments on 
the POW/MIA questions 
raised. by 
Dornan. 

Representative 
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1 DEC 1981 
;. 

fi:I()RANPUH FOR: L:::-:~-,-----::--=-=-=----=--::-l 
Director, Office of Imagery Collection & Exploitation 

fR~: 
I Director, Office of SIGlNT t611ection 

.. SUBJECT: POWs and MIAs in Southeast Asia 

REFERENCE: · DO/ICS Note, Same Subject dated 27 Nov 1981 

1. In response to the abo.ve reference the following information 
1s provided. . . . 

!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 

a. SIGitrr collection requirements levied against the POW/MIA 
problem. · . 

Currently there are three active requirements 1n the 
National SIGINT Requirements · · 
POW/MIAs in Southeast Asia. 

b. ··Evaluation· of SIGINT Efforts. 

The following evaluatJon of the results of NSA's SIGINT 
efforts to date was p'rovf ded by_ ]. Chief, 85 NSA. 85 · 
is the focal point in NSA for. all actions connected with the Southeast 
Asia POW/MIA'1ssue. 

(lJ To date there has been no SIGIHT information either 
substantiating or refuting the existence of unaccounted for U.S. 
POW/MIAs 1n Southeast Asia. NSA, however, continues to task 
available collection resources against NSRL requirements concern
ing POW/MIA 1nfonnat1on. · 

TOP SECRET .__I __ I. 
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SUBJECT: POWs and MIAs 1n Southeast Asia 

,;.· -

2. The DDCI 1n his previous capacity as DIRHSA was aware of a11 NSA 
initiatives with regard to U.S. POW/MIAs. NSA 85 1s not optimistic that 
SIGINT will be able to contribute information on this issue. (SCCO) 

• 
·"' 

Attachments· 
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MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

A i IAI..HMU' I !;) to 

4 December 1981 

Director, Office of Imagery, Collection 
and Exploitation 

I I 
Director, Office of BUMINI Collection 

BUMINT Collection on the POW/MIA Problem 
in Southeast Asia' 

1. National concerns and priorities regarding POW/MIAs are 
reflected in the National BUMINT Collection Plan 134 on Indochina, 
issued in March 1981. HUMINT collection responsibilities for 
objectives on the subject as it relates. to Vietnam, Kampuchea 
and La~s are assigned to State (advisory), the CIA's clandestine 
service and DIA, with supporting responsibilities for the 
military services, DCD and FBIS. -tst 

I I 
I \017-

. ~. I 

have no t.nowlectge Ol: tillS IUDJeCt;o AS a 

I 

1 a 1 though quer1ed, . . 
result, the report1ng on POW/MIAs from debr1ef1ngs 1s meager. In the 
case of DoD, the debriefing and reporting is done by the Joint 
Casualty Resolution Center, whose entre to refugee camps is on 
humanitarian grounds. FBIS gives the aubject a very high priority; 
however, reporting baa been limited to material from the Vietnamese 
media, almost all of which is general and reactive to U.S. 
commentary. -fs-)-

4. In sum, HUMINT collection managers and field entities are 
fully aware of the importance of the POW/MIA iaaue and are attempting 
to improve collection. Collection opportunities, however, have 
been acarce. ~ ,-----------· ----------------------~ 
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SUBJECT: BUMINT Collection on the POW/MIA Problem 
in Sou~heast Asia 
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J. lfnat is'· the ·prioritf of ·t'be .. Pbw/M.IA issue at· CIA? 
. 

No CIA Station is taske~ in its OD with ~etion on the MIA/ 
· POW issue. J 

as ~~ch __ 

When any believable information 
~o-n~P~O~W~/~M~I_~A"'s~.i~s~o~b~t~a~i-n-ed.-i~n_~t~h~e field, the highest-priority is 
assigned-to its· ·verification. 

XI. ·-What ..are the resoarees being ass.lgned to this proble~ · 
' wi t.b in CIA? 

I •• I 

· Wtio has been 

.... 
III. What ar.e_the roaablocts_to resolving this issue? 

can these barriers be eliainated? 
aov 

. The primary roadblock to resolving this is~ue cont.inues to 
be the uncooperative attitude of the govern11ents of Vietnam·and· 
't..aos.-'.l"hey claim-they have no POW's and ar~ sear:~hing for· MIA's. 

l -

-~ 
i 

·-·· . f .. 

·-· . • 
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Rcpcc.t~d -~~t~{~·~·it;~.:·~J-~t 1~:~;~~ffi~~f\h~~·u .. s. Government for· 
more· ir.fonr.t.tion o::- entry into these countries of investic;t.li\'c 
lt!u:::::; ltc... Vl: ~tn stalled. · Continued diplorr.e.tic efforts CO:t;.bin,.·d 
with int r:-111 t)~nct?- community -efforts to obtain posi..t...ive ... 
i nf or~r..).t ior. -appt:L. r-to be the best availahl e course of act ion at 
this till".e.: ·: 

Unfortunately, another an~ serious roadblock to obtaining 
positive information on the subject is the publicity given to 
leaks of confidential activities, and publicity given to the 
wild and inaccurate stories of various adventurers. 

As a result 
c1ty, ~any Lao an~ Vietnamese bel1eve t at clai~in9 to 

pos.!;cs~ information on POW/MIA • s is a way to ensure en.try to 
the Unted States, various Jndochine$e resistance groups view it 
c.H.i •"! r.:::thod of obtaining covert U.S. Government financial and 
::'1.: 1 i u··:: .. ~· support, and professional fabricators see it as a way 
vl obt:aining funds. 'l'he continued visits to Thailand of 
•?ariou.r. soldiers of fortune working on their own or on behalf 
of private groups serves to additionally confuse the issue. 
Considerable intelligence community ti~~ and effort i& vested 
on tbe stories of fabricAtors and soldiers of fortune~ Also. 
the ~ctions of adveriturers an~ inaccurate publicity bas · 
undoubtedly cause4 the Vietnamese and tao to tighten Recurity 
and to become more i~trans~~ent in tn~ir att~tude towards-our 
diplomatic efforta. · 

IV• Bas the United States intelligence community achieved 
smooth cooperation among its aembers on this issue? 

We believe there is good eooperation among the mem6ers of , ~' 
the intelligence community both at the Headquarters level and 
in the field·. DIA is recognized as the focal point for all 
POW/MIA information and CIA asses all· information ~btained nn 
the sub"ect to DIA. 

We believe DlA is do·ing an excellent job in this dTificult 
activity an~·will continue to cooperate fully. 

-· ' 

. . 
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Vl.. What more can the Uni tec5 States Govern.atent do to assist 
the ir,telligence community on this issue? 

r.ufficient support and cooperation is being provided at 
this time. We know that if additional resources are necessary 
tnat the administration will be responsive to any requests. 
Tt1£>. problem is not one of resources or even intelligence, _ 
csp~ci~lly in the case of alleged POW's. ~t has not been 
demonstrated, at least on the basis· of the considerable 
available information, that additional collection resources 
~~~ld le~d to a definitive resoluti6n'of this issue. Su!fieient 
~r.st-ts are . .in place and .a large volllme of information is 
continually be~nCJ screened and· ·checked. To ·aate, information 
·j nclicating locations of POW's and MIA' a in Laos or Vietnam has 
not proved-CTe~ible. We and DIA have gone to considerable 
lengths to cheek out the •ore promising leads. 

. .i 
1V11. What . .or£~an ·the On1te4 States· lntelligenee community 

do on.thia iasue? 
. . 

::10?., ., 

'J'he-intelligenee community continues to be alert anCJ 
t·cce{:tive ·to any information coneerning POW/MIA •a. We will 
actively and aggressively continue to search for, and follow up 
on new sources ~f information. 

·--· 
..., __ 

'· . ··-.··-' 
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OU[ 10 PRiOR COl'il·ilHiEIHS ~!HICH HAVE TAKEN HIM OUT OF TOWN, THE DIRECTOR 0~ THE 
~ 

OC!El:: [ Ii:TELLJGENCE AG[l;l, Y, Ll FUTENANT GENERAL JA!·~ES ~!l LLIAtiS, HAS /S:Er(r.;[ 

TO ADPE~R BEFORE THE TASK FO~CE TODAY AND REPRESENT THE AGENCY ON THE SUBJECT 

Or [JJ/\'S llHELLIGENCE EFFORTS 10 DETERl·UNE THE FATE OF AMERICMS STlll 

UNACCOUNTED FOR ·IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

I APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO RESPOND TO YOUR INVITATION AND COME BEFORE YOU 

ON THIS MOST IMPORTANT ISS!~. THE TASK FORCE'S VIGOROUS EFFORTS DIRECTED 

TOWARD DETERMINING THE FATE ·oF THOSE AMERICANS LISTED AS PRISONER OF WAR OR 

MISSING IN ACTION AND WHO STILL REMAIN UNACCOUNTED FOR IS WELL RECOGNIZED BY 

·DIA. I ALSO KNOW THAT THE TASK FORCE IS WELL AWARE OF DIA'S ROLE AND 

CONTRIBUTIONS. 

IN THAT REGARD, I DO WANT TO REAFFIRM DIA'S FULL COOPERATION WITH YOU IN THIS 

MATTER. I WOULD ALSO EMPHASIZE RIGHT FROM THE START THAT THE CRITICAL NEED 

FOR CONTINUED INTELLIGENCE EFFORTS IS RECOGNIZED ·.AND I ASSURE YOU THAT DIA 
. \ . 

WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE THE INTELLIGENCE SUPPORT.NEEDED FOR AS LONG AS 
I \ .:. 

AMERICANS REMAIN UNACCOUNTED FOR IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. RADM JERRY PAULSON, WITH 

WHOM YOU ARE FAMILIAR~ IS THE ASSISTANT VICE DIRECTOR FOR COLLECTION 

MANAGEMENT AND HEADS OUR PW/MIA STAFF. 

LIKE MOST MILITARY MEN,~MY PERSONAL ASSOCIATION W.JTH J11~N WHO.ARE HOW ~ONG ~ 

MISSING HAS KEPT ME CLOSE TO THE ISSUE FOR MANY YEARS. AS PART OF OIA'S 

COMMAND ELEMENT I FOLLOW THIS AGENCY 1S EVERY DAY EFFORTS ON THIS ISSUE THROUGH 

A DAILY REPORT TO THE DIRECTOR. I .CAN SAY WITHOUT RESERVAT-ION THAT DIA 

REMAINS DEDICATED IN ITS PURSUIT AND RESEARCH OF.INFORMATION WHICH COULD LEAD 

TO THE DETERMINATION OF THE PRESENT FATE OF THESE MISSING AMERICANS. 

ASSUREDLY, THE PW/MIA FUNCTION HAS AND WILL CONTINUE TO RECEIVE STRONG COM~~ND . 
ATTENTION WITHIN DIA. 
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ADD, AND REGRETTABLY SO. THAl THERE HAS BEEN NO SlGNIFlCAtH CH:\~iG[ 1:; TilE,:. 

SITUATIOI: SJr:CE DlA'S CO!:GRESSlOilAl TESTIMOHY o: ~J>: l·iCJ:-:iHS AGO. 
,. 
,. 

THERE ARE STILL 2,49G A!t.ERICANS WHO WERE DETEP.r-nr:E:D TO BE EJTH[R P. PfU~O~:Er., 

MISSING OR KILLED (BODY NOT RECOVERED) THJ.T RE!:t.J:: ur;ACCOUNTED FOR. \~£: JJ..\'t: 

STRESSED IN THE ~AST THAT DIA MAKES NO DlSTINCTiqri BETWEEN THE·. TERHS OF M 

INDIVIDUAL STATUS. OUR GOAL IS TO RECOVER ANY AMERICAN - WHETHER LIVE OR 

DEAD. OUR COLLECTION AND RESEARCH EFFORTS RELATIVE TO REPORTS OF AMERICANS IN 

SOUTHEAST ASIA REFLECT OUR.DEDICATION TO THAT END. 

UNDERSTANDABLY. THE REFUGEE REPORTING FROM SOUTHEAST ASIA CONTINUES TO BE OUR 

MAJOR SOURCE OF INFORMATIDN. SINCE THE COMMUNIST TAKEOVER OF SOUTH VIETNAM IN 

1975 WE HAVE ACQUIRED A TOTAL OF 1 ,303 REPORTS BEARING ON THE PW/MIA 
FIRST HAND 

PROBLEM. OF THE TOTAL REPORTING,~ARE LIVE SIGHTING REPORTS. APPROXIMATELY~ 

PERCENT OF THESE LIVE SIGHTING REPORTS HAVE BEEN EQUATED TO AMERICANS WHO HAVE 

SINCE BEEN-ACCOUNTED FOR. WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT:US!NG A SLIGHTLY MORE LIBERAL 
10 . 

APPROACH, THAT AN ADDITIONALhPERCENT OF THE SIGHT~NG .REPORTS WOULD EQUATE TO 
. . -

ACCOUNTED FOR AMERICANS. SOME OF THE REMAINING SIGHTING REPORTS ARE 

FABRICATIONS AND OTHERS ARE REPORTS FROM PERHAPS WELL INTENDED BUT MISGUIDED 

INDIVIDUALS. THERE ARE OTHER SIGHTING REPORTS WHICH WE HAVE EXTENSIVELY 

INVESTIGATED AND OTHERS~FOR WHICH OUR Fg~LOW UP EFFORTS C~~T~N~E. DESPITE THE ~~~ 

LARGE NUMBER OF SIGHTING REPORTS WHICH REMAIN UNRESOLVED AND OUR PERSISTENT 

EFFORTS, WE STILL CAN NOT PROVE THAT THERE ARE ANY AMERICANS BEING DETAINED 

AGAINST THEIR WILL. 

AS A CASE IN POINT. WE HAD HIGH HOPES FOR ONE OF OUR RECENT LIVE SIGHTING 

REPORTS. APPROXIMATELY 165 MANDAYS HAVE BEEN EXPENDED IN HOPEFUL PURSUIT OF 

THE ,TRUTHFULNESS OF THE SOURCEPS INFORMATION. THE INTERVIEWS, INVESTIGATIONS, . 
POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS AND ANALYTICAL RESEARCH COVERED A PERIOD BACK TO 1954, 
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AFlER THIS THOROUGH EXAtUNATIOh' AHE WE NOW SATISFIED THAT THIS SOURCE Hf·.S JCU~ 
,. 

DlCEPTJVE A~D UNTRUTHFUL. 
,. 

D~ 1 ~:Ji;G TH[ PAST T\-.'0 YEARS DIA 1::·.~. Tf.'~Et~ EVER HlCREASING STEPS TO WTEr:SJFY 11S 

EFFORTS AIW CAPABILITIES co:.:::~::SU!'!/iTE ~!JTH THE lf"PD~TP.:/CE OF THIS ISSUE. · 
. 

DIA'S PW/MIA STAFF· IS CURRENTLY ~T A MANNING LEVEL OF 15 PERSONNEL. THE STAFF 

HAS ADDED PERSONNEL WITH LANGUAGE CAPABILITIES IN VIETNAMESE AND CHINESE, AND 

WITH EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATIVE BACKGROUNDS. THE EXPERIENCE LEVEL OF THE STAFF 

RELATIVE TO ANALYTICAL SKILLS AND SOUTHEAST ASIAN BACKGROUND INCLUDING 

INCOUNTRY EXPERIENCE IS EXCEPTIONAL. ADDITIONALLY, WE ARE REGULARLY ASSISTED 

IN OUR EFFORTS THROUGH THE DEFENSE ATTACHE SYSTEM, PHOTO INTERPRETERS, 

LINGUISTS, INVESTIGATORY PERSONNEL, AND OTHER .INTELLIGENCE SPECIALISTS ON A 

WORLD WIDE .BASIS. . NO ~UDGETARY CONSTRAINTS ARE IMPOSED ON RESEARCH, 

INTERVIEWS AND INVESTIGATIVE FOLLOW-UP ASSOCIATED WITH DIA'S PURSUIT OF PW/MlA 

INFORMATION. ALTHOUGH TRAVEL ALLOCATIONS REMAI~ AUS~ERE FOR ·oTHER PURPOSES, 

THIS SAME POLICY OF NO. CONSTRAINTS APPLIES ·TO TRAVEL fUNDS ASSOCIATED WITH 
. . :.. 

OIA'S QUICK REACTION TEAM WHICH TRAVELS WITHIN CONUS AND OVERSEAS TO INTERVIEW 

SOURCES OF POTENTIAL PW/MIA INFORMATION DEEMED ESSENTIAL TO OUR EFFORTS. 

OUR WORKING RELATION AND SUPPORT FROM OTHER U.S. GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND 

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE O~GANI~ATIONS CONTINUE TO BE .EXCELLENT. ESPECIALLY . 

NOTEWORTHY IS THE COOPERATION AND RESPONSIVENESS OF THE JOINT CASUALTY . 

RESOLUTION CENTER P.ERSONNEL TO OUR TASKING AND FOLLOW-UP REOI,JIREMENTS RELATIVE 

TO REFUGEE INTERVIEWS. IN ORDER TO ENSURE A COMPLETE UNDERSTANDING EXISTS ON 

VARIOUS ISSUES AND REQUIREMENTS, DIA RECENTLY BROUGHT THE JCRC BANGKOK LIAISON 

·OFFICER TO WASHINGTON FOR EXTENSIVE WORKING DISCUSSIONS AND MEETINGS WITH 

SE~IOR LEADERSHIP. ADDITIONALLY, THROUGH DIA·JNITIATION, THE STATE DEPARTMENT . . 
· OBTAINED AUTHORIZATION FOR JCRC PERSONNEL TO CONDUCT PW/MIA· INTERVIEWS WITH 
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OEBRI EF Ir~GS HAS BHN EXEMPLARY THRO~IGI!OUT THE VARIOUS REFUGEE CA~·~PS IN :. 
,. 

SOUTHEASt /;SIP .. THEIR Pf\UfESSIO:IALlS:: G2U.TLY F.U.CJLIT!'.TES U\.1;: P.f~ALYllU.l 

EFFORTS. 

DIA PROVEJ~S HiE IIHELLIGEI·:CE U?Q:; l·!r:ICH DECISIOr;I·~AKERS DE\'[l.Ofl U.S • 
. • 

GOVERNI"ENT POLICY. THE LEADERSHIP l·!JTHW THE DEPARTMENTS OF .DEFENSE AT\D SThTE 

MEMBERS OF THIS TASK FORCE AND OTHER MEMBERS OF CONGRESS HAVE BEEN UPDATED ON 

OUR CURRENT INTELLIGENCE EFFORTS THROUGH INFORMAL CLOSED SESSION BRIEFINGS. 

WHEN OUR RESEARCH HAS DEVELOPED INFORMATION TO A POINT THAT FURTHER PURSUIT 

WARRANTS ACTION BEYOND THE CAPABILITY OR CHARTER OF DIA THEN AT THAT POINT 

·ACTION IS TRANSFERRED TO THE APPROPRIATE ORGANIZATION OR AGENCY. ANY 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION DEVELOPED IN THIS MANNER WOULD BE PROVIDED TO DIA FOR 

FURTHER ANALYSIS AND DISSEMINATION. I THINK IT WORTHWHILE AT THIS POINT TO 

NOTE AGAIN THAT ALTHOUGH THIS IS A HUMANITARIAN ISSUE, SOME OF THE INFORMATION 

MUST BE CLASSIFIED AND REMAIN SO IF OUR· EFFORTS ARE' TO -BE EFFEC.fiVE AND ALSO 

TO PRECLUDE HARM TO ANY AMERICANS WHO MIGHT STILL BE HELD IN CAPTIVITY. . ' :.. . 

SINCE PFC ROBERT GARWOOD, USMC, RETURNED FROM VIETNAM IN.FEBRUARY 1979, DIA 

HAS WORKED CLOSELY WITH THE MARINE CORPS ON A NUMBER OF· ISSUES CONCERNING HIS 

CASE. ALTHOUGH RESTRAINED FROM DEBRIEFING GARWOOD DUE TO HIS COURT MARTIAL, 

DIA DID HAVE.:ACCESS TO/W/MIA INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED BY THE MARI~E CORPS, AND BY 

THE FORMER CHAIRMAN AND A PRESENT MEMBER OF THIS SUBCOMMITIEE DURlNG 1979. 

THE MARINE CORPS RECENTLY ADVISED DIA THAT THE PRESENT STATUS OF GARWOOD'S 

COURT AND ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS WERE SUCH THAT THEY HAD NO FURTHER 

RESERVATIONS IN REGARD TO AN INTERVIEW WITH GARWOOD. A LETTER HAS BEEN SENT 

FROM DIA TO GARWOOD'S COUNSEL REQUESTING HIS COOPERATION AND ASSISTANCE IN . 
O~TAINING A GARWOOD INTERVIEW DEDICATED TO·THE HUMANITARIAN ISSUE OF RESOLVING 

THE FATE OF THOSE AMERICANS STILL UNACCOUNTED FOR IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 
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PI-!/I~IA ISSUE. DURING PREVIOUS TESTIMONY BEFORE THJS SUCco·-:~·.ITHE, OJA --: 
":" , 

r-LPORT£0 THAT IT HAD JUDG[O AS V/~UD A FORI·lER VIETIU.'::~: ::··:JCJf'..r:•s 

l!:FORI·:ATJON THAT THE VJETNAr-'IESE GO\'ERW:H:T HAS IN lTS PQ~;S£SSJ(l:l THE RU:.';JI;~ 

OF 501·1£ 400 U.S. l·iiLITARY PERSOi:::EL LOSl AS A RESULT G~ r::<S7iLJTJES·JN 

INDOCHINA. THE FORHER CHAIRMAN OF THIS SUBCm~l·,-LTTEE CO~\FRO:~TEO THE VIETIIAt·~ESE 

GOVERNMENT WITH THIS INFORMATION IN HANOI. VIETNAMESE OFFICIALS DENIED ANY 

KNOWLEDGE OF THESE REMAINS. IN OUR TESTIMONY IN JUNE OF THIS YEAR IT WAS 

NOTED THAT THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM HAD RECENTLY ANNOUNCED THEY WOULD 

PROVIDE THE REMAINS OF THREE ADDITIONAL MISSING AMERICANS. IT WAS ALSO NOTED 

THAT THE RETURN OF THESE REMAINS WERE WELCOMED, AND IN A LARGER SENSE, IT WAS 

A CYNICAL REFLECTION ON THEIR INTRANSI-GENCE ON THIS ISSUE. THESE REMAINS HAVE 

SINCE BEEN RETURNED AND IDENTIFIED AS BEING THREE INDIVIDUALS WHO HAD BEEN THE 

SUBJECT OF OUR NEGOTIATION FOLDER EFFORTS. IN PARTICULAR, .THESE CASES WERE 

THREE OF FOUR INCLUDED IN MEETINGS_WITH 1HE VIET~AMESE JUST PRIOR TO·A~D AT 

THE TIME OF THE VIETNAMESE ANNOUNCEMENT... THE EVENT OF A SIMULTANEOUS RETURN 
. ~ :.. 

OF THESE THREE INDIVIDUALS CONSIDERING THE ·ciRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THEIR 

LOSS~ VARIED YEARS OF LOSS, AND CONFIRMED KNOWLEDGE FOLLOWING THEIR LOSS, 

ClEARLY SIGNALS THAT THE VIETNAMESE DID NOT JUST RECOVER THESE INDIVIDUALS ON 

THE BASIS OF DETAILED INFORMATION PROVIDED IN OUR NEGOTIATION FOLDERS. 
-;'\ 

IT IS CLEAR THAT THE VIETNAMESE ARE WITHHOLDING INFORMATION. ALTHOUGH THERE 

HAVE BEEN OCCASIONAL SMALL GAINS, THE OVERALL ISSUE OF AN ACCOUNTING REMAINS 

VIRTUALLY UNACCOMPLISHED. RECENT PROPOSALS TO THE VIETNAMESE FOR A 

. CONTINUATION OF THE PW/MIA MEETINGS IN HANOI THIS PAST FALL AND A RECIPROCAL 

PW/MIA VISIT TO HAWAII, WERE DEFERRED BY THE VIETNAMESE. A VERY RECENT 

PROPOSAL FOR A STATE AND DEFENSE DEPARTMENT SPECIAl PW/MIA MISSION TO VISIT . 
VIENTIANE WAS ALSO TURNED DOWN BY THE LAOTIANS. WE ARE STILl AWAITING THE 
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f ~I ~, . I t •• 

H.r,::oJ. THE VIETNAMESE AND LAO REACTION TO THESE PROPOSALS IS TYPICAL O~.li![JP. -
:.1"1 i~llu[ OVER TilE YEArtS. TH[~[JN LJES 11:[ RO/iDSLOCt~ 10. ACH}[\'Ii:G f1:; 

/.C.C0i.J:ITIUG FOR OUR t·HSSJI:G. 

T~: CXP~:SSIO~S OF SUPPORT FOn DlA'S EFFO~TS ~S PREVIOUSLY STATED BY THE l~r . 

FOP.CE A/W THE HOUSE SUBCOI·;I·ilTTEE ON ASIAN AND ·~ACIFIC AFFAIR-S HAVE BEEN l•iOST 

' ASSURING AND THAT SUPPORT WILL BE CALLED UPON SHOULD THE OCCASION ARISE. AT 

PRESENT IT IS FELT THAT ACTIONS OF THE TASK FORCE AND THE SUBCOMMITTEE, 

COUPLED WITH THOSE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE TO CONTINUE TO PRESS THE 

COMMUNIST GOVERNMENTS OF SOUTHEAST.ASIA THROUGH ALL AVAILABLE DIPLOMATIC 
. . 

CHANNELS IS OUR BEST COURSE OF ACTION TO ACHIEVE ADDITIONAL ACCOUNTING OF OUR 

MISSING MEN. FURTHER RESOLUTION OF THIS ISSUE RESTS WITH THE INFORMATION HELD 

BY THOSE GOVERNMENTS AND NOT IN THE INFORMATION HELD BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. 

IN SPITE OF THE INTRANSIGENCE OF THESE COMMUNIST GOVERNMENTS ON THIS ISSUE, IT 

IS DIA'S INTENT AND DUTY TO COLLECT AND ANALYZE ALL AVAILABLE INFORMATION AND . . . . 
FOR AS LONG AS NECESSARY. 

DIA HAS PLACED THE HIGHEST PRIORITY ON-.INFOR~iATioN RELATING To AMERICANS wHo 

MIGHT STILL BE ALIVE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE A 

.DEDICATED AND PROFESSIONAL EFFORT TOWARD A SUCCESSFUL ACCOUNTING FOR AMERICANS 

MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 
,,. 0:.. • 

MR. CHAIRMAN, I WANT YOU.TO KNOW DIA'S RESOLVE IS UNWAVERING. LIEUTENANT 

GENERAL WILLIAMS, MYSELF, RADM PAULSON AND HIS STAFF WILL CONTINUE TO 

COOPERATE CLOSELY WITH YOUR TASK FORCE. 
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. .. 

American POWs and MIAs in Southeast·Asia 

-- SIGINT - Currently, three active requirements in National 
SIGINT Requirements List (NSRL}. 

To date, there has been no SIGINT infonnation either subst.antiating 
or refuting the existence of POWs/MIAs in Southeast Asia. 

I l 
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4 December 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 

FROM: Chief, Interdepartmental Affairs Staff, OPP 

SUBJECT: House Task Force Hearing on American POW/MIAs in 
Southeast Asia (U) 

0-------------(b)( 1 ) 

(b)(3) 
(b )(6) 

---- N-~ ·---· ·~-·---·--------~--- •MH-- -------------1 • Attached i ~--th~---~-~te~-i-~f-tha-f" .h.asb-ee npr-ov.lded--Ei:y--rC-Sfaff·-arfa- ·- . ·-· ···-·- ·· · · ·-·· · · ·· · 
000 for your Tuesday appearance before the House Task Force on American 
POitJ/~liAs in Southeast Asia. You are scheduled to appear at 1030 in closed 
session. Admiral Burkhalter will speak for OIA and will be accompanied by 
Admiral Paulson. fG+ . 

2. Per your request, I asked John Koehler to provide a rundown of 
IC collection levied against the problem as well as an evaluation of our 
efforts. TI1e bottom line appears to be that we have adequate tasking, but 
little success in collecting hard data. Leaks and insufficient cooperation 
from Vietnam and Laos are also obstacles. ~ 

3. ODO provided additional data on HUMINT efforts as well as an accounting 
of resources devoted to FOIA requests on the subject. You may find the latter 
of particular interest. "t"St-

4. Please note that we do not have the latest version of Admiral 
Burkhalter•s presentation. Koehler•s people do not believe that it will 
change significantly,_ however. -teT 

5. Please let me know if there is anything else we can provide you. (U) 

Attachment 

cc: OCI (w/Talking Points) 
D/OPP (w/Talking Points) 
C/EAS/OPP (w/Talking Points) 
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4 Decenber 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director of Central~ Intelligence 

FROM John E. Koehler 
Director, Intelligence Community Staff 

SUBJECT American POWs and MIAs in Southeast Asia (U) 

Per your request the attached data relative to the above subject in 
support of your testimony before the House Task Force on American POWs 
and MIAs in Southeast Asia on 8 December 1981 is provided for your 
information •. The package consists of individual inputs from the Imagery. 
SIGINT and HUMINT Offices plus a compilation of talking points for your 
use. Also provided is a working draft of the DIA prepared testimony 
statement which will be presented by RADM Burkhalter. Please let me 
know if we can be of any further assistance in this matter. ~ 

ohn E. Koehler 

Attachment: 

,1'-----------

APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
2-Dec-2013 

THIS MEMO DOWNGRADED TO SECRET 
WHEN SEPARATED FROM ATTACHMENT 

., 



C06010826 

SUBJECT: American POWs and MIAs in Southeast Asia 
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4 OecellJber 1981 ~. 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Brigadier General Clinton H. Winne, Jr., USAF 
Deputy Director, Intelligence Community Staff 

FROM 

SUBJECT 

Director, Office of Imagery (ollection and Exploitation 

American POWs and MIAs in Southeast Asia 

1. The following is provided in support of Admiral Inman•s appearance before 
the House Task Force on American POWs and MIAs in Southeast Asia on 8 December. 

IMAGERY: 

RADM Paulson, DC, is the senior DIA officer responsible for MIA/POW matters. 
DIA is also responding to the House request and Admiral Burkhalter, Deputy 
Director, will present DIA testimony. For the most part, imagery requirements 
are generated in an effort to confirm/negate reports from HUMINT sources. These 
imagery requirements can be categorized as either area search or surveillance 
depending on the specifics of the information available. Area search is 
employed whenever a source provides only a general location of a possible POW 
camp. Surveillance coverage is used to monitor known facilities that are 
suspected to house POWs/MIAs. DIA. performs I tagai nst 
this problem. NPIC does not do detailed exploitation, but would provide initial 
readout of any significant finds relative to this subject. (See DIA imagery 
emrt_on a su on facilit at Attachment 3. OIA su ort.s any 

3. Historically, thisl lhas been fairly small in number. 
For example, in· 1981 only about nine re1uirements have been identified and only 
six facilities are presently active for / There are no 
special area search requirements currently identified for collection, although 
Vietnam and Laos have standing I lrequi rements requiring complete 
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4 December 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director of C~ntral Intelligence 

FROM John E. Koehler 
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SUBJECT American POWs and MIAs in Southeast Asia (U) 

Per your request the attached data relative to the above subject in 
support of your testimony before the House Task Force on American POWs 
and MIAs in Southeast Asia on 8 December 1981 is provided for your 
information. The package consists of individuar inputs from the Imagery, 
SIGINT and HUMINT Offices plus a compilation of talking points for_your 
use. Also provided is a working draft of the DIA prepared testimony 
statement which will be presented by RADM Burkhalter. Please let me 
know if we can be of any further assistance in this matter. (3) 
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4 December 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Brigadier General Clinton H. Winne, Jr., USAF 
Deputy Director, Intelligence Community Staff 

FROM I l . 
D1rector, Ott1ce ot Imagery Collect1on and Exploitation 

SUBJECT American POWs and MIAs in Southeast Asia 

1. The following is provided in support of Admiral Inman's appearance before 
the House Task Force·on American POWs and MIAs in Southeast Asia on 8 December. 

IMAGERY: 

RADM Paulson: DC, is the senior DIA officer responsible for MIA/POW matters. 
DIA is also responding to the House request and Admiral Burkhalter, Deputy 
Director, will present DIA testimony. For the most part, imagery requirements 
are generated in an effort to confirm/negate reports from HUMINT sources. These 
imagery requirements can be categorized as either area search or surveillance 
dependjng on the specifics of the information available. Area search is 
employed whenever a source provides only a general location of a possible POH 
camp. Su~~eillance coverage is used to monitor known facilities that are 
suspected to house POWs/MIAs. DIA performs against 
this problem. NPIC does not do detailed exploitation, but would provide initial 
readout of any significant finds relative to this subject. (See DIA imagery 
reoort on a suspect POW detention facility at Attachment 3.) OIA supports any 

I 
3. Historically, this! ihas been fairly small in number. 

For example, in 1981 only about nine relu1remen shave been identified and.only 
six facilities are presently active for I There are no 
special area search requirements currently identified for collection, although. 
v·i etnam and Laos have standi ngJ J requirements requiring camp lete 
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Attachment 4 to '-I ------.:::' 
]) 

1 OEC 1991 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 
Director, Office of Imagery Collection & Exploitation 

FROM: I lNT c .. ,, . . . D1rector,·utt1ce of SIG o ect1on 

·suBJECT: POWs and MIAs in Southeast Asia 

____ REEEREH.C. . ..._E ~: __ __uOO,l.lC$_N.o_ta_Sarne_Subj.ecLda.te.d_2.7___No_v_l.9.8J, __ 

1. In response to the above reference the following information 
is provided. 

!APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
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a. SIGINT c6llection requirements levied ag~inst the POW/MIA 
problem. 

Currently there are three active requirements in the 
National SIGINT Requirements List (NSRl) which reauest information on 
POH/MIAs in Southeast Asia. I I 

b. ··Evaluation of SIGINT Efforts. 

The following evaluation of the results. of NSA's SIGINT 
efforts to date was p'rovi ded by Chief, BS NSA. BS 
is the focal point in NSA for all actions connected with the Southeast 
Asia POW/MIA.issue. . 

(1) To date there has been no SIGINT information either 
substantiating or refuting the existence of unaccounted for U.S. 
POW/MIAs in Southeast Asia. NSA, however, continues to task 
available collection resources against NSRL requirements concern
ing POW/MIA information. 
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SUBJECT: POWs and MIAs in Southeast Asia 

2. The DDCI in his previous capacity as DIRNSA was aware of all NSA 
initiatives with regard to U.S. POW/M!As. NSA BS is not optimistic that 
SIGINT will be able to contribute information on this.issue. (SCCO) 
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ATTACHt~ENT 5 

.4 December 1981 

MEMORANDUM TO: I I 
Director~ Office of Imagery, Collection 

and Exploitation 

I I 
Director, OffLce of HUMINT Collection 

FROM: 

-----------sus-.Jic·-r·:·-- -------·---·-ii u "MfNt ___ crC:>TtectTon-o·n ·-tn:-e--Pow--/Mr-A-P·r·o·b-1-e·m-··-·--··-----· -- ---------·-
in-southeast Asia 

1. National concerns and priorities regarding POW/MIAs are 
reflected in the National HUMINT Collection Plan ~34 on Indochina, 
issued in March 1981. HUMINT collection responsibilities for · 
objectives on the subject as it relates to Vietnam, Kampuchea 
and Laos are assigned to State (advisory), the CIA's clandestine 
service and DIA, with supporting responsibilities for the 
·military services, DCD and FBIS. ~ 

2. HUMINT collection which has been :reductive on POW/MIAs 
has been primarily from [ _ I from. Vier-=-t=n-=a=m=----------. 

~~L~o~n~•1~n-.t~h~e-.V'"1~e~t~n~m~e~se med1a. 
7:( S::-;)~----__J 

although queried, have no knowledge of this subject. As a 
result, .the reporting on POW/MIAs from debriefings is meager. In the 
case of DoD, the debriefing and reporting is done by thi Joint 
Casualty Resolution Center, whose entre to refugee camps is on 
humanitarian grounds. FBIS gives the subject a very high priority; 
however, reporting has been -limited to material from the Vietnamese 
media~ almost all of which is general and reactive to U.S. 
c ommen ta ry. ·\57-

4. In sum, HUMINT collection managers and field entities are 
fully aware of the importance of the POW/MIA issue and are attempting 
to imprGve collection. Collection opportunities, however, have 
been scarce. ~ 
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Stutc:ncnt of 

RADM E.A. Burkhalter, Jr., USN 

·-·-··-·----·-----------·---·--------------·---··· ----.. ------------[) ept:J-t:v--0-i-r-ee·ter-.. --.. ------·--·- ---------------------"-------·-- --------··----
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-,,_!;: 10 ;:;nn?. CO! .. ,:.iiTi·iF.rns l·!lliCH HAVE TAKEN Hlf1 OUT OF TOI·IN, THE DIRECTOF{ OF THE 

. :~ r ~~·t:J .. :~ E:FORE THE Tf.S!< f(;;:cf: TODAY Arm f'!EPRESENT THE Jl.GEr~CY 01\ THE SUBJECT 

·:.: LIJ:.·s I::TE~i..IGENCE EFfORTS To OETER!·:WE THe FATE oF Ar-lt=RICAriS STJLL 

~ii;t .. CC00-;TED FOR IN SOUTHE.Il.ST J\SIA. 
( . 

APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO RESPOND TO YOUR INVITATION AND COME BEFORE YOU 

·----.. ·-- _____ QH ___ !._~~LS._}~Q.?. I ... .1!~!:9.B I~~_!__}~_?J~~..:.-.. !-~f. .... T.:n. .. ~~, __ EQ~~-~--~-... X.!.0. QB__Q_~ .. S.-~£ f_Q~~-I~ ... .O. 1~-~ ~I~-________ ------· ·--
TOWARD DETERMINING THE FATE OF THOSE AMERICANS LISTED AS PRISONER OF W~R OR 

MISSING IN ACTION AND WHO STILL REMAIN UNACCOUNTED FOR IS WELL RECOGNIZED BY 

DIA. I ALSO KNOW THAT THE TASK FORCE IS WELL AWARE OF DIA'S ROLE AND 

CONTRIBUTIONS. 

IN THAT REGARD, I DO WANT TO REAFFIRM DIA'S FULL COOPERATION WITH YOU IN THIS 

MATTER. I WOULD ALSO EMPHASIZE RIGHT FROM THE START THAT THE CRITICAL NEED 

FOR CONTINUED INTELLIGENCE EFFORTS IS RECOGNIZED AND I ASSURE YOU THAT DIA 

WILL-CONTINUE TO PROVIDE THE INTELLIGENCE SUPP~RT. ~EEDED FOR AS (ONG AS 

A!·1ERICANS REMAIN UNACCOUNTED FOR IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. RADM JERRY PAULSON, WITH 

WHOi~ YOU ARE FAMILIAR, IS THE ASSISTANT VICE DIRECTOR FOR COLLECTION 

MANAGEMENT AND HEADS OUR PW/MIA STAFF. 

LIKE MOST MILITARY MEN,:.MY PERSONAL ASSOCIATION W_ITH MEN WHO ARE NOW 1;\MONG ·T~ 

r~ISSING HAS KEPT ME CLOSE TO THE ISSUE FOR MANY YEARS. AS PART OF DIA'S 

COMMAND ELEMENT I FOLLOW THIS AGENCY'S EVERY DAY EFFORTS ON THIS ISSUE THROUGH 

A DAILY REPORT TO THE DIRECTOR. I CAN SAY WITHOUT RESERVATION THAT DIA 

.?EMAINS DEDICATED IN-ITS PURSUIT ANO RESEARCH OF INFORMATION WHICH COULD LEAD 

TO THE DETERMINATION OF THE PRESENT FATE OF THESE MISSING AMERICANS. 

ASSUREDLY, THE PW/MIA FUNCTION HAS AND WILL CONTINUE TO RECEIVE STRONG CO/·if·lAND 

ATTENTION WITHIN DIA. 
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;:,00, MiD P.EGP.ETT,\13LY SO, THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO SIGti!F!Cf;tlT Cf!.!.!:r,r: J:: TilE 

:.nu:·.TlC::; Sl:.CE [Jlf\'S CO~:GRESSIOW\L TESTJr.',O:·!Y o: :I>. i·i·Y:T:::-; AWJ. 
\ 

··-r~~··- ,--; ''1' t ,..D (l'O'·v ''0- RECO\'ERED) T"·'l f'r:r·:· '" ,,..,_,...--r··I'''E'1 ~="'-!"' ,,.-I r·;,... :'.i....: .... •;h·.; Jr\ h ... _c.{ . ~J, " I rth ·-· .. J.h l,.oiL~'.\...Ld: .... :tl lJ • \I\.- .·.L u"'o~ c. 

STRESSED Ir~ THE PAST THAT DIA i·:AKES NO DISTirlCTIOI! B~H!EEf~ THE TER:·~S O( !iii 

INDIVIDUAL STATUS. OUR GOAL IS TO RECOVER ANY Af~ERICAN - WHETHER Ll\'E OR 

-·-·---·--·OfA·f:)·;--·-Gl:JR-GOllEGH·O N---AND-- Rg_£.gARCH-EF-F.O RlS .... R ELAILV.E __ T.O .... REP..O.RIS .. _Q F _P.f.£.8J CAJLS .. JJi ___ ·- __ ------· _ . 

SOUTHEAST ASIA REFLECT QUR DEDICATION TO THAT END. 

UNDERSTANDABLY, .THE REFUGEE RE-PORTING FROM SOUTHEAST ASIA CONTINUES TO BE OUR 

MAJOR SOURCE OF INFORMATION. SINCE THE COMMUNIST TAKEOVER OF SOUTH VIETNAM IN 

1975 WE HAVE ACQUIRED A TOTAL OF 1 ,303 REPORTS BEARING ON THE PW/MIA 
FIRST HAND 

PROBLEM. OF THE TOTAL REPORTING, 386ARE LIVE SIGHTING REPORTS. A~PROXIf.1ATELY _ll_ 

PERCENT OF THESE LIVE SIGHTING REPORTS· HAVE BEEN EQUATED TO AMERICANS WHO HAVE 

SINCE BEEN ACCOUNTED FOR. WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT'US1NG A SLIGHTLY MORE LIBERAL 
. 10 

APPROACH, THAT AN ADDITIONAL~PERCENT OF THE SI~HT!NG _REPORTS WOULD EQUATE TO 

ACCOUNTED FOR A!~ERICANS. SOME OF THE REMAINING SIGHTING REPORTS ARE 

FABRICATIONS AND OTHERS ARE REPORTS FROM PERHAPS WELL INTENDED BUT MISGUIDED 

IllDIVIDUALS. THERE ARE OTHER SIGHTING REPORTS WHICH WE HAVE EXTENSIVELY 

INVESTIGATED AND OTHERS~FOR WHICH OUR Fq~LOW UP EFFORTS CO~TIN~E. DESPITE THE 

LARGE NUI~BER OF SIGHTING REPORTS WHICH REMAIN UNRESOLVED AND OUR PERSISTENT 

EFFORTS, WE STILL CAN NOT PROVg THAT THERE ARE ANY AMERICANS BEING DETAINED 

AGAINST THEIR WILL. 

AS A CASE IN POINT, WE HAD HIGH HOPES FOR ONE OF OUR RECENT LIVE SIGHTING 

REPORTS. APPROXIMATELY 165 MANDAYS HAVE BEEN EXPENDED IN HOPEFUL PURSUIT OF 

THE TRUTHFULNESS OF THE SOURCE 11 S INFOR~1ATION. THE INTERVIEWS, INVESTIGATIONS, 

POLYGRAPH EXA~INATIONS AND ANALYTICAL RESEARCH COVERED A PERIOD BACK TO 1954) 
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: .. ~·lER THIS THOROUGH EXAtHNATIOf\ ;:..:;E ~:E IWW SATISFIED THAT Tltij SOU~C[ Hf•.S EEEt~ 

: :_,:.f'PTJVE A!:D UrlTRUTHFUL. 

: : ;;:; -rr;E PJ\ST n:o YE/\RS [)If; 1;.:·.: T:'::cr: EVER Ir:cr.EASJ~:G STCPS TO JI~TE::SJFY JTS 

:;A'S P\·.'/t·:If, ST~.FF IS CURREi\TLY /.T:... ;.:Ai\NING LEVEL OF 15 PERSQ:a:EL. THE STI\FF 

~AS ADDED PERSONNEL WITH LANGUAGE CAPABILITIES IN VIETNAMESE AND CHIIIESE, AND 

....................... ::iJJ..I:L . .EX.H.~~-HI .. JJi'L~-~.I!.§AIJ.Y.L .. ~-~~~.§Y~Q~~!~~P~.: ........ I.~~---~~~-~~! ~-t·~-~-~--~-~-~~~ ..... ?..~ .. !_H~--~~.f!. ....... - ... -....... ·----
RELATIVE TO ANALYTICAL SKILLS AND SOUTHEAST ASIAN BACKGROUND INCLUDING 

!NCOUNTRY EXPERIENCE IS EXCEPTIONAL. ADDITIONALLY, WE ARE REGULARLY ASSISTED 

IN OUR EFFORTS THROUGH THE DEFENSE ATTACHE SYSTEM, PHOTO INTERPRETERS, 

Llf~GUISTS, INVESTIGATORY PERSONNEL, AND OTHER INTELLIGENCE SPECIALISTS ON A 

~JRLD WIDE BASIS. NO BUDGETARY CONSTRAINTS ARE IMPOSED ON RESEARCH, · 
. . 

INTERVIEWS AND INVESTIGATIVE FOLLOW-UP ASSOCIATED WITH DIA'S PURSUIT OF PW/MIA 

I~:FORi'.ATION. ALTHOUGH TRAVEL ALLOCATIONS REMAIN AUSTERE FOR OTHER PURPOSES, 

THIS SAME POLICY OF NO CONSTRAINTS APPLIES ·TO TRAVEL FUNDS ASSOCIATED WITH 

DIA'S QUICK REACTION TEAM WHICH TRAVELS WITHIN CONUS AND OVERSEAS TO INTERVIEW 

SOURCES OF POTENTIAL PW/MIA INFORMATION DEEMED ESSENTIAL TO OUR EFFORTS. 

O:JR viORKING RELATION AND SUPPORT FR0:·1 OTHER U.S. GOVERi~:·~Er:T AGENCIES AND 

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE O~GANIZATIONS CONTINUE TO BE EXCELLENT. ESPECIALLY 

NOTEWORTHY IS THE COOPERATION AND RESPONSIVENESS OF THE JOINT CASUALTY 

RESOLUTION CENTER PERSONNEL TO OUR TASKING AND FOLLOW-UP REQUIREMENTS RELATIVE 

TO REFUGEE INTERVIEWS. IN ORDER TO ENSURE A COMPLETE UNDERSTANDING EXISTS ON 

~ARIOUS ISSUES AND REQUIREMENTS, DIA RECENTLY BROUGHT THE JCRC BANGKOK LIAISON 

OFFICER TO WASHINGTON FOR EXTENSIVE WORKING DISCUSSIONS AND MEETINGS WITH 

SeNIOR LEADERSHIP. ADDITIONALLY, THROUGH DIA INITIATION, THE STATE DEPARTMENT· 

03TAINED AUTHORIZATION FOR JCRC PERSONNEL TO CONDUCT PW/MIA INTERVIEWS WITH 

~PPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
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G·J\'t:Ri;:-:t:rn PCl~ ICY. THE LEADERSHIP ~-~~~:-·1 ~; THE OEPARTf.iENTS OF LlEFE16E Ai-:0 STATE 

M~~3ERS OF THIS TASK FORCE AND OTHER ~~MBERS OF CONGRESS HAVE BEEN UPDATED ON 

---------·--OU?.--GI:JR-RE-NT--I-N-T-EL-L-I-G.E.NCE-E.F-.F-OF.U.S._T.HRO.~~:;.H._IN.ED.RH8L._C.L.O_S.ED .... S.l$21mL~.RllEJ.NG.$ __ . -··--··---·------·

WHEN OUR RESEARCH HAS .DEVELOPED INFORMATION TO A POINT THAT FURTHER PURSUIT 

WAqRANTS ACTION BEYOND THE CAPABILITY OR CHARTER OF DIA THEN AT THAT POINT 

ACTION IS TRANSFERRED TO THE APPROPRIATE ORGANIZATION OR AGENCY. ANY 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION DEVELOPED IN THIS MANNER WOULD BE PROVIDED TO DIA FOR 

FURTHER ANALYSI$ AND DISSEMINATION. I THINK. IT WORTHWHILE AT THI~ POINT TO 

NOTE AGAIN THAT ALTHOUGH THIS_ IS A HUMANITARIAN ISSUE, SOME OF THE INFORMATION 

~iUST BE CLASSIFIED AND REMAIN SO IF OUR EFFORTS ARE'· TO BE EFFECTIVE AND ALSO 

TO PRECLUDE HARI·l TO ANY A~lERICANS WHO HIGHT STILL BE HELD IN CAPTIVITY • . 
. . 

Sit-ICE PFC ROBERT GARWOOD, USMC, RETURNED FROM VIETNAM IN FEBRUARY 1979, DIA 
. 

HAS WORKED CLOSELY WITH THE MARINE CORPS ON A NUMBER OF ISSUES CONCERNING HIS 

CASE. ALTHOUGH RESTRAINED FROi~ DEBRIEFING GARWOOD DUE TO HIS COURT MARTIAL, 

DIA DID HAVE ~CCESS TOJW/MIA INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED BY THE MARI~E CORPS, AND BY 

THE FORMER CHAIRMAN AND A PRESENT MEMBER OF THIS SUBCOMMITTEE DURING 1979. 

THE MARINE CORPS RECENTLY ADVISED DIA THAT THE PRESENT STATUS OF GARWOOD'S 

COURT AND ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS WERE SUCH THAT THEY HAD NO FURT~ER 

- RESERVATIONS IN REGARD TO AN INTERVIEW WITH GARWOOD. A LETTER HAS BEEN SENT 

FRO~ DIA TO GARWOOD'S COUNSEL REQUESTING HIS COOPERATION AND ASSISTANCE IN 

OBTAINING A GARYIOOD INTERVIEW DEDICATED TO THE HUMANITARIAN ISSUE OF RESOLVING 

THE FATE OF THOSE AMERICANS STILL UNACCOUNTED FOR IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 
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;··.:/i·ilA ISSUE. DURHJG PREVIOUS TESTII·lOI~Y BEFORE. THIS SUECcr::.T;-T[E, OIA 

. · .-o~r-:.>•.TIO~·i THf·.T THE VJETI~AHESE GCJ','U.::r:~r!T fli;S IN· ITS ro~::..::~.:.;u.: IHE Rc·:.\Ji;~, 

1 :::JOCHINA. THE FOR: .. ,ER CHAIRt·~N~ OF THIS SUCCO:::.~ITTEE co:;~r{::,O:,TEO TH!: VIETilf!J.~ESE 

GOVERNMENT WITH THIS INFORMATION IN HANOI. VIETNAMESE OFFICIALS DENIED ANY 

·-·-·--··-f:TJO;~tr:-oGE---op--'fHfSE-·-REI~A-f-N-S-;--Hl--OUR-1TS-T-H10N.Y--I-N--J.IJN~-OF--:f.H-I-S .... Y.EAR .... I.L.~lAS .. ----·---·-------· 

NOTED THAT THE SOCIALIST REPU~LIC OF VIETNAM HAD RECENTLY ANNOUNCED THEY WOULD 

PROVIDE THE REMAINS OF THREE ADDITIONAL MISSING AMERICANS. IT WAS ALSO NOTED 

THAT THE RETURN OF THESE REMAINS WERE WELCOMED, AND IN A LARGER SENSE, IT WAS 

A CYNICAL REFLECTION ON THEIR INTRANSIGENCE ON THIS ISSUE~ THESE REMAINS HAVE 

SINCE BEEN RETURNED AND IDENTIFIED AS BEING THREE INDIVIDUALS WHO.HAQ BEEN THE 

SUBJECT OF OUR NEGOTIATION FOLDER EFFORTS. IN PARTICULAR, THESE CASES WERE 

THREE OF FOUR INCLUDED IN MEETINGS WITH THE VIETNAMESE JUST PRIOR TO-AND AT 

THE TIME OF THE VIETNAMESE ANNOUNCEMENT.. THE EVENT OF A SIMULTANEOUS RETURN . . 

OF THESE THREE INDIVIDUALS CONSIDERING THE CIRCUMSTANCES SU~ROUNDING THEIR 

LOSS, VARIED YEARS OF LOSS, AND- CONFIRMED KNOWLEDGE FOLLOWING THEIR LOSS, 

CLEARLY .SI~NALS THAT THE VIETNAMESE DID NOT JUST RECOVER THESE INDIVIDUALS ON 

THE BASIS OF DETAILED INFORMATION PROVIDED IN OUR NEGOTIATION FOLDERS. 
~· 

IT IS CLEAR THAT THE VIETNAMESE ARE WITHHOLDING INFORMATION. ALTHO~GH THERE 

HAVE BEEN OCCASIONAL SMALL GAINS, THE OVERALL ISSUE OF AN ACCOUNTING REMAINS 

VIRTUALLY UNACCOMPLISHED. RECENT PROPOSALS TO THE VIETNN~ESE FOR A 

.tONTINUATION OF THE PW/MIA MEETINGS IN HANOI ·THIS PAST FALL AND A RECIPROCAL 

PW/r"IA VISIT TO HAWAII, WERE DEFERRED BY THE VIETNAI~ESE. A VERY RECENT . 

. PROPOSAL FOR A STATE AND DEFENSE DEPARTMENT SPECIAL PW/IUA f.HSSION TO VISIT 

VIENTIANE WAS ALSO TURNED DOWN BY THE LAOTIANS. WE ARE STILL AWAITING THE 
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."';!!. TH~ VIETI~N~ES'E /\NO LAO RE!\CTION TO THESE PROPOSALS IS TYPICJ\L Of 111CIR 

, . ·:·,J:H!I:~ FOR OUR f.\ISSJI!G. 

;····.::;:: ,;;:o TH[ HOUSE SUBCOi,.il·iiTTEE o:-; 1\.Si.!;;\ ,:,.;m PACIFIC AFFAIRS HAVE BEEN l·iOST 

ASSURING AND THAT SUPPORT WILL BE CALLED UPON SHOULD THE OCCASION ARISE. AT· 

PRESENT IT IS FELT THAT ACTIONS OF THE TASK FORCE AND THE SUBCOMMITTEE, -·-----¥¥ ____________ ., ____________ ·----·-····-·---·-·---~-------··----·--·---·-------·--·--------·------· ------·----·-----·---------------··· ---···-----. 

COUPLED WITH THOSE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE TO CONTINUE TO PRESS THE . 

COMMUNIST GOVERNMENTS OF SOUTHEAST ASIA THROUGH ALL AVAILABLE DIPLOMATIC 

CHANNELS IS OUR BEST COURSE OF ACTION TO ACHIEVE ADDITIONAL ACCOUNTING OF OUR 

MISSING MEN. FURTHER RESOLUriON OF THIS ISSUE RESTS WITH THE INFORMATION HELD 

BY THOSE GOVERNMENTS AND NOT IN THE INFORMATION HELD BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT . 
. . 

IN SPITE OF THE INTRANSIGENCE OF THESE COMMUNIST GOVERNMENTS ON THIS ISSUE, IT 

IS OIA•S INTE~T AND DUTY TO COLLECT AND ANALXZE ALL AVAILABLE INFORMATION AND 

FOR AS LONi-~S NECESSARY. 

DIA HAS PLACED THE HIGHEST PRIORITY ON·. INFORN,ATlON RELATING TO AMERICANS WHO 

MIGHT STfLL BE ALIVE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE A 

DEDICATED AND PROFESSIONAL EFFORT TOWARD A SUCCESSFUL ACCOUNTING FOR AMERICANS 

MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA • 
. ,. ~ . 

MR. CHAIRMAN, I WANT YOU TO KNOW DIA'S RESOLVE IS UNWAVERING. LIEUTENANT 

·GENERAL WILLIAMS, MYSELF, RADM PAULSON AND HIS STAFF WILL CONTINUE TO 

COOPERATE CLOSELY WITH YOUR TASK FORCE. 
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American POWs and MIAs in Southeast Asia 

-- · Intelligence Community very sensitive to the importance of 
POW/MIA problem . 

._) -- SIGINT - Currently, three active requirements in National 
SIGINT Requirements List (NSRL). 

-- To date, there has been no SIGI~T information either substantiating 
or refuting the existence of POWs/MIAs in Southeast Asia. 
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8 December 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 

-.. FROM: I I 
Deputy General Counsel 

SUBJECT: · .. MIAs 
. ·-··---·----·····r---~---___:__------------------'---._ .... 

1 • ': 

. . :··'. ·.· 
.. : ·. '··. · .. 

. ::.:.:::~.;·.<:.:·: 

. r_,;··.:· 

.... ·.· 
.. ·· 
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EAS 81-2212/2 

(\ Q I :.. u lSi::ll 
\J 0 iJ'-

---·-·---... - ------~~----------·-~------------------·--·--·--··---·----·-·-·-----·-----------·----------·-- ----- --· ... 
MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 

FROH: Director, External Affairs 

SUBJE~T: Briefing of the House Task Force on POW/NIAs, g December 1981 

1. Chairman Robert K. Dornan's (R., CA) staff called the c1ose of .busi
ness yesterday to ask whether Ann Mills Griffith, leader o'f the P0\4 famil'ies• 
organization could sit in on your briefing today. We reminded them tha.t .YOU 
had agreed to appear on the condition that ·it would be a closed briefing. 
This would me(!.n that only f1embers and cleared staff wou·rd--se-present. The 
staffer said she would inform Mrs. Griffith. The question about her sitting 
in could come up again. DIA has no objection to her presence. 

2. The following Members of the Task Force have indicated thf~.Y wlli 
attend this morning's briefing: Chairman Dornan and Representatives Stephe11 
So1arz (D., NY); Ganiel· r~ica (D., FL); Tom Lantos (D.s CA); Ben.~an;~n Gi!man 
(R .. , NY); Robert Lagomarsino (R., CA); and John LeBoutillier (R., t'lY). Pepre
sentatives Henson Moore (R., LA); C. W. Bill Young (R., fl); William Hendon 
(R., NC); and Bob Stump (D., AZ) have been invited and v1ill be presc::ilt also. 
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