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€K CIA/DDO
T0  DIA//PH-KIATROBERT DESTATTE £. VIETHAESE BOAT REFUGEE|
LAIHED A NEIGHBOR TLD THE REWAINS OF
SEERTET OHE AMERICAN AT HIS HOME IN SAIGON. PORTEDLY TURNED THE
SECTION 1 OF 5 REMAINS OVER TO GOVERNNENT AUTHORIT HOPED 10 BE
ael ] RESETTLED VIA THE OOP PROGRAN.[  MAS WOVED TO PHAMAT

KIKHOM OM 20 JANUARY 1388, INFORMATION WAS PASSED TO JCRC AND
STONY BEACH ON 9 HARCH 1988. -

REFUGEE, -
SUBJECY: KISCELLANEQUS INFORMATION OH POY/MIA LIVE SIGHTINGS, i:“__;ﬁﬁgmm THAT WHILE IN REED
CaMps 18

00 TAGS AKD REKATHS LIEN SON HE CAME ACROSS A WHITE
SMERICAN USTAG THE WAME “TRAN VAN NAM_® AT THE HEADQUARTERS OF
] THE 776TH UNIT WHICH WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR CONTROLLING THE CAHP,
M KA AND A BLACK KA. ACCORDING TO GUARDS, THESE TWO

1. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED FROM VARIOUS ZXERICANS VOLUNTEERED T TN AFTER THE WAR. IN EARLY 1980, ™ °
YIETHAMESE BOAT REFUGEE, BORDER SMUGGLERS AND CASUAL SOURCES ON WHILE IN HOA LO PRI CLAIMED HE SAY TWO AMERICANS (OME
POH/KIA LIVE SIGHTINGS, DOG TAGS AND REMAINS. [INFORMATION WAS YOUNS AWD OHE OLD). STATED THAT HE CONTACTED THEM BY
PASSED AS HOTED TO JCRC AND/OR STONY BEACH. YOU ARE AUTHORIZED KORSE CODE AND THE TWO AMTRICANS WERE VECTIMS OF A SHIPWRECK IN
T0 USE THIS INFORMATION WITH JCRC AND STONY BEACH. 1975 POSSIBLY WEAR CON SON_ TUAT WAS INVOLVED IN SEARCHING-FOR N

AMERICAY REMAINS AND CLAIMED INFORMATION ON WEARLY 40 SEIS OF -

2. WE ARE FORWARDING THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON 15 REMAINS, BOST ICH WERE TURNED OVER TO_VIETHAMESE SR PN
VICTNAMESE BOAT REFUGEE SOURCES AND FOUR BORDER SHUGGLERS WHO AUTHORITIES. SO MENTIONED & HELICOPTER CRASH SITE ALOKG
HAVE PROVIDED VARIOUS TYPES OF LIVE SIGHTING, DOG TAG/REMAINS THE BANK OF A& HER) BIEN HOA-PHUOC LOHG-SONG BINH
RE SSUE. ALL INTERVIEWS WERE CONDUCTED PROVIKCIAL BOUNDARIES. PRODUCED OHE KAME BUT WAS WOT SURE
BY WHICH PASSED THE LEADS TO JCRC &ND ¥4S CORRECT: | ] .
STORT BEACH FOR FOLLOWUP ACTION ON THE DAYES NOTED BELOY WITH mﬁ HMOVED TO PHANAT WIKHOM ON 20 JANUARY 1988. -

KO FURTHER FORMAL DISSEMINATION. ATION WAS PASSED TO JCRC ARD STOHY BEACH ON 9 HARCH
1888.
SE BOAT REFUSEE| . .
CLAIHED HE SAW AN AMERTCAN LIVING WITH ETHNIC 6. VIETMAMESE BOAT REFUGEE | ]
TRIBESHEN IN £R 1983 HEAR DAC TO VILLAGE, BAN ME THUOT i~ CLAIHED TO HAVE IWFORMATION ABOUT O
PROVINCE. THE AHERICAN WAS DESCRIBED AS A CAUCASIAK WITH > SETS OF ANERICAN REMAINS BURIED IN HOC MOM. LSO CLAIXED
LIEUTENANT COLONEL RANK WHO WAS SHOT DOWN IN 1872. THERE HAVE THAT HIS RELATIVES HELD ONE AMERICAN DOG TAG. AS HOVED TO
BEEW HANY STORIES ABOUT AMERICANS LIVIKG WITH ETHRIC TRIBESHEM PHANAT KIFHOM O 20 JANUARY 1988_ IHFORMATION WAS PASSED 70
IN THIS AREA. -THEY ARE OFTEN UTED Y0 AN INDIAN JCRC AD STOHNY BEACH OH 8 MARCH 1388.
SUPPOSECLY LIVISG TN THE ARER LSO REPORTED THAT I
QCTOLIR 1054 KE Sa THREE AMITICKES IN SA HUYKR DISTRICT, QUANG B, VIETRRGESE BOAT RLFUGEé
NGAL PROVINCE. THE THREF AMERICANS WERE WORKING ON AN OIL CLAIMED TO HAVE SEEN AN AMERICAN BETWEEN
PROJECT O ~HAI KA~ (PROSASLY HAIMAN) ISLATD ¥HER £ STORM SEWT PTEF3E! £ FEBRUARY 1078 AT THE CATHEDRAL % AT

THEK ADRIFT, ONF OF THE AMERICANS WAS THE SSERICAN ¥AS HANED
@ £ARLY 1985, THE THREEL AMERICANS WER ¥AS REPORTEDLY AN ~INTERNATIONAL VOLUKTARY
WOVED TO RANDL PROVIDED THE RAMES: S ALLOWED TO REMAIN AFTER THE'WAR.[ |

l 005 REPORTEDLY LIVED AT THE FAUCAULD HONASTERY ON CUONG DE STREECT,
YAGS FOR THE ABOVE NANID INDIVIDUALS WERE TURNED OVER 10 HCHE. [:]VAS HOVED TO PHANAT NIKHOM OK 20 JANUARY 1988.
OF THE INTERIOR MIKISTRY IN HO CHI MINH CITY (HCHC).
""" HAD PREVIOUSLY SEEN IDENTIFIED &S A CHIEF INSPECTOR s/u/rﬂ/ -
S MOVED TO PHANAT HIKHON ON 20 sm&
Y 1988. WAS PASSED TO JCRC AND STOMY BEACH ¢ITE P
OH © MARCH 1988. . : -
\ |seeneT | |
TNAMESE BOAT REFUGEE L s
CLAINED HEARSAY FRON : .
STHETNG OF AN AMERICAN SHIP OFF THE COAST OF WG0C HIEH e SUBJECT: MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION ON POW/MIA LIVE SIGHTINGS,
DISTRICT, MINK HAI PROVINCE. ACCORDING TO[ | A MUMBER OF TNFORMATION ¥WAS PASSED TO JCRC AND STONY BEACH ON O HARCH o
RMERTCAN [amnm&mmmmm%n vzsszL.ErTEyas 1988. <l -
NOVED TO TRFORMAT
PASSED TO JCRC AND STONY BEACH ON A 1988 BGAT REFUGEE |
{AMESE. BOAT REFUGEE CLAIMED HIS AUNT HAD
CLATHED AN ACQUAINTANCE TIELD VHE REFAINS O TNFORVETTON OF ZHCRICAR REMAINS. THE AUNT LIVEQ AT
FHERICAN. 1D THE ACOUAINTAM D TED
THROUGH HIS TARILY AT WOVED TO PHANAT WIKFON :
: WAS ROVED TO PHARAT NIKHOR ON 20 58S PASSED TO JCRC AKD STOHY BEACH ON O HARCH
ANUARY 1088, INFOREATION WAS PASSED TO JCRC AND STONY BEACH 1988.
ON 9 HARCH 1988,

0AT REFUGEE
ONE DOG TAG ARD

l,__ﬂ__ylLT.HBHBLEOAT REFUGEE TURKED OVER
& FORMER ARVE CAPTAIK, CLAIMED HIS SISTER RUBBINGS OF THE FOLLOWING NAMES:

HAD THFORMATION ABOUT THE REMAINS OF ONE
T__SHE TOULD BE CONTACTED AT |
L S FOVED 0 PHANAY

ACTI0N DIA/SPIC(10) (") l}/\
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Bra sPECTAL
HANDL ING REOQUIRED

[ ]

ENLISTED MAN HAD CONTACTED OUR CHIANG MAI
OFFICE. EPORTED THAT A FRIEND, A FORMER LPA SOLDIER,”
HAD LOCATED THE BODY OF A U.5 - D06 TAG IS WITH
THE REMAINS. DOG TAG READS:
THIS IHFORMATION WAS PASSED TO STORY BEACH TEAM,

|

E REPRESENTATIVE

7 I8 EARLY SEPTEMBER 1938, A JAPAN

REC!
WHICH REPORTED ON THE
S. POU'S ALONG THE

FROR A LAD BUSINESS CONTACT MAMED
PRESENCE OF A LARGE WUMBER OF LIVE U.
LAD/VIETHAKE

THIS INFORMATION WAS PASSED TO THE U.S. EMBASSY 0RO
OFFICE IN BANGKOK.

8. O 27 SEPTEMBER 1088, OUI
BY A FORMER CONTA

OFFICE ¥AS APPROACHED
|

SELRTT
FINAL SECTION OF 5
e

I

SUBJECT: MISCELLANEQUS INFORMATION O POM/MIA LIV SIGHTINGS.,
SAKHON HAKHON PRQVINCE. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION VAS PASSED
TO STONY BEACH. HAS AN ALLEGED JAW BOKE FRAGMENT OF A
PURPORTED UNIDENTIFIED U.S. POW. \HE CLAIHS HE RECEIVED THE
BONE FRAGHENT FRON UNSPECIFIED. PERSONS TR HAKHON FHANOH
PROVINCE WHD ALSD CLAIMED TO HAVE & DOG THG WHICH APPARENTLY
VRS FOUND AT THE SAME SITE 45 THE BONE FRAGHENT. A
LIST OF 25 ALLEGED LIVE POGS IN LAOS-VIETNAN WHICK PURPORTEDLY
¥AS GIVEN TO A THAI DISTRICT OFFICIAL I 1SN PROVINCE TH WAY
1088 57 4 DRIVEE (4F1) OF LA0 DEPUTY PRISE NIYISTER WOUKAL
way. [ ALSO HAS A LETTER EROH AN £0 RESIDENT
.S, B CAMS O
RiTE CONIACT W1in UNTOCWTIFIED U.S GOVERIZENT OFFICIALS W™
HAVE OFFERED A REWARD OF ONE MILLION U.S. DOLLARS YD U.S.
GOVERWNENT SUPPORT TO THE LAD RESISTAHCE HOVEMENT IN EXCHANGE
FOR THE RETURN OF A LIVE POY. LETTER IS WRITTEN ON
STATIONERY OF THE "HATIONAL MORREPLAN ORGANIZATION.”

\ ¥AS PREPARED TO ASSIST IN

ARRRNGING A KEETIHG ammL_Tfmn A STOMY BEACH
REPRESENVATIVE IF-DESIRED. TN THE pasr.[:%m PROVIDED
POW/NIA RELATED INFORMATION WHICH WAS NOT ACCURATE. HE ALSO
PROVIDED INTRODUCTIONS T0 OTHER PERSONS WHOSE CLAIMED AC
POV INFORMAT T ESTABLISHED

 [BELOH IS A LIST OF 25 WANES OF THE
"ALLEGED PCW'S PROVIDED B SOME OF THE HAMES ARE ILLEGIBLE
AND THE SPELLINGS ARE PRESE a5 LISTED. & COPY OF THE LIST

1S ALSQ AVAILABLE. THE NAKES INCLUDE:

= -
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9. O 30 DECEMBER 1988, fmumm_mﬁm"assso
ING IKFORMATIO .

ON 3 DECEMBERL
£ACH ¥ITH SOHETHING LESS THAR ONE YEAR IN THAILARD,
XPECT 10 HAVE TWO POS IH HAKD FROW LAOS IN LESS

SAL
OHE WEEK. A
HIS -

INTEREST IN POW/KIA AFFRIRS STEMS FROM KIS BEING THE KEPHEW OF
DAVID WHOSE HAME POPS U HG ALIVE M
LR0S. S THE REPHEW OF HE HAS WO
APPARENT SOURCE OF INCOME, AMD LIVES ACCORDINGLY. WIS INTEREST
N POM/NIA AFFAIRS 1S STRICTLY HONETARY, AND MOST DISCUSSIOHS -
¥ITH HIM REVOLYE AROUND HOW TO GET THE “REWARD HONEY™ OFFERED
BY POY ACTIVISTS IN THE U.S. ACCORDING YO THESE TWO, THEY HAVE
CO-OPTED AN ISVOLVED RESCUE OPERRTION THAT BEGAN IN THE HARNDS
OF COLONTL JACK BAILEY (REF.) SOKE TIME &G0, THE THAL
CONNECTION IS THROUGH A “HR. CHAI,” DETAILS UNKNOWN. THE LAO-
CONNECTION IS A "FOUR STAR GEWERAL® WHD RUKS THE PRISON CAMP
WHERE THE TWO ARE HELD. THE SCad REVOLVES AROUMD THE FOUR STAR.  **
GEWERAL, WHO WANTS TO RELEASE THE PRISONERS i RETURN FOR HELP :
FROM THE U.S. GOVERNHENT IH DEMOCRATIZING HIS COUNTRY. HIS
HOTIVATION, IN A WORD, IS POWER. BUT ROBODY IN THIS WORDERFUL
OPERATION TRUSTS THE U.S. GOVERNMERT, SO THE PROBLEH IS HOW 10

GET U.S. GOVERMMENT SUPPORT AND COOPERATION WITHOUT LETTING THE

1.S. GOVERNMENT KHOW IT IS HELPING THE GEMERAL.

S L K TO FOREIGH RATIOHALS. o
1.

TAD=89117/05302 COSN=M]IAG5Y
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T0 DIA WASHINGTON DC//PW-MIA ATTN COL JOE SCHLATTER

CITE| |

# [|58%

o .. COPY NUM.BER—./— —————

(b)(1)

(b)3)
(b){6)

[;&ﬁaﬁr

SUBJECT: MIA REMAINS IN XIENG KHOUANG PROVINCE, LADS

1. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED FROM A SOURCE WITH

GOOD ACCESS WHOSE REPORTING HAS OFTEN BEEN SUBSTANT!ATED, WHO
ODBTAINED |T FROM AN OCCASIONAL CONTACT, A MEMBER OF AN ETHNIC
MINORITY GROUP IN LAOS. THIS INFORMATION 1S BEING PASSED TO ST
BEACH AND JCRC.

2. AT AN UNREPORTED TIME IN THE PAST AN AIRCRAFT CRASHED A
20 KILOMETERS FROM THE LAO-VIETNAMESE BORDER AT A SITE NEAR BAN
{VILLAGE) PA KHAEH (S1C), MUANG (TOWN) NONG HET, XIENG KHOUANG

ONY
BOUT

PROVINCE, LADS. IN SEPTEMBER 1989 A COMPLETE SET OF REMAINS WERE
FOUND AT TH!S CRASH SITE. THE REMAI RPORTEDLY ARE OF A PILOT

NAMED FRANK A. GOULD, SERIAL NUMBER (HEADQUARTERS
COMMENT: THE SOURCE DID NOT INDICATE WHETHER THE REMAINS WERE
IDENTIFIED BY A DOG TAG OR OTHER MEANS. THE CONTACT INDICATED
HE WOULD RETURN WITH THE REMAINS U|N THE NEXT FEW WEEKS.')

3. 1

THAT

e r1ASSIFIED RY SH.TJER.

-
JOY Pelecse TO Pul~miA 3/29/50 /0150 @>

ACTION DIA/SPEC(10) (M)

MCN=80087/08812 TOR=90087 /23552 TAD=80088/01082

SECRET

o
CDSN=MIA469

PAGE 1 OF 1

282323Z MAR 90

|
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Cclat r——— NG__FURTHER DT ES]
.NG REQUIRED . m oo or &Epro. ReL - 10)(1)
PER DAM ONLY jt?ga)

ﬁ‘ JOINT STAFE + "jfélé
d ‘: INFO SERVICE CENTER COPY NUMBER---I--
ROUTINE i ZYUW RUEAL1A3LO7 1070323
R 170316Z APR S0
FM CIA/DDO

TO  DIA WASHINGTON DC//PW-MIA ATTN COL JOE SCHLATTER
S EERET |

CITE | |

SEERET

SUBJECT: FOLLOW-UP ON_MIA INFORMATION -- FRANK A. GOULD

REF:

1. THE FOLLOWING HAS BEEN PASSED TO JCRC BANGKOK BY OUR CHIANG
MAl OFFICE: .
“PURSUANT TO OUR EARLIER MEMO ON MIA FRANK A. GOULD, WE NOW
HAVE H!S DOG TAG, HIS USG IDENTIFICATION CARD AND SEVERAL OTHER
ITEMS YOU WilLL PROBABLY BE INTERESTTED IN. {F YOU WOULD SEND ONE OF
YOUR REPRESENTATIVES TO OUR OFFICE IN CHIANG MAl, WE WILL GIVE HIM
THESE ITEMS, BRIEF HIM ON THE BACKGROUND OF THE CASE, AND GIVE HIM
THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE INDIVIDUAL HE CAN CONTACT FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION. REQUEST YOU ADVISE WHEN YOUR REP WILL BE ARRIVING.

REGARDS."
2. CLASSIFIED BY SIGNER.

BT _ ]
|y fuiease TO PR miA 4/ 17/ 3¢ 4735

ACTION DIA/SPEC(10) (M)

MCN=80107/01201  TOR=90107/03202  TAD=90107/03222  COSN=M1A283 QA{‘

W" 1703162 APR 90
. 3 -




fcoooo5972

4.

]

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505

" OFFIGE OF THE DIRECTOR, = -  .°:

29 October 1971

-.# MEMORANDUM FOR:- Dr. Henry A. Kissinger
T .. 7 . .. Assistantto the.President for

—I. ¢ el ————

- SUBJECT - ’._ : Background Data Po-ssiblv'Rele;rant to the
e T Lz .. - Current Vietnamese Communist Prisonex.
<" Exchange Overture - oo -

1. The current Vietnamese Communist overtures on possible
prisoner exchanges, covered in our memoranda of 27 and 28 October,
seems to relate to the earlier BUTTERCUP activity that began.in
August 1967. We have checked the volumirous BUTTERCUP file and

.found three items of possible relevance. The pertinent traffic should
be- contained in your records,
we are repeating-it here. = W 7

P —

2. The January 1968 Letters.

" Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA) Richard Steadman was given five
letters prepared in Washington for passage to five American citizens

_believed to be in VC hands. The pertinent message here is Secretary
Rusk's cablé to Ambassador Bunker transmitted on 3 January 1968 as

|

: "Five letters to US personnel who may be held by

_ VC being carried by Steadman for delivery to Calhoun.
Steadman traveling with General W illiam Depuy. ETA
Saigon 1330 local January 4 on Braniff military charter
flight 241. In view shortness of time suggest envelope
be pigked up from Steadman upon arrival Saigon.
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but in the interests of time and convenience

On 3 January 1968, then Deputy .
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a_ S “Letters are addrbssed to follong US personneI
’ E (Dates shown are date’ of ca.sua.lty, which may be same
as date of capture if men are in fact prisoners.)

] John F._Conlon IO, Capt. 79318 AF
. oo .4 March 1966 : :
I A Da:v1dS Demmon; SP4; 563 73 772 Army,
Sl i 9. June 19650 .
L w e ~William F. Eisenbraun, Ca.pt 04074803
- e Army, 5.July 1965.
Douala.sk Raznsey, Forelgn Servzce Off:.cer, -
l’t‘ January 1966 '

"Eisenbraun and Ramsey are confirmed prisoners.
onlon, and Demmon are listed as missing in-action,
but in each instance there is some reason to hope that ‘
service man is actually pri'son'er ‘of VC. Families unaware
letters being sent by this route. ®

~
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- = % " 4 The February 1968 List. In January and February 1968
there was much discussion about giving the courier for passage to Tran
Bach Dang a list of US prisoners whose release we desired as part of
: any exchange. The most important message here is Secretary Rusk's
N | February 1968 cable to Ambassador -Bunker transmitted asb :
o
R T ny,ist.of names to send to\ %}io'uld be - .
‘Zyt e -—-  drawmeffoi list of US prisoners:we have identified as ’
& =7 7~ held™®y the VC (18 at present). Since

has been specific ‘with his lists we believe we should also
be. precis‘e_:_:W e recognize problem of choosing among
prisoners, and accordingly propose that we select-those
who have been held two yéars or longer. This would be
a total of ten names: five officers, four EM, one civilian.
There is a time gap of eight months between the most.
recent capture on the list of ten {January 1966) and the °
next most recent captures [August 1966). From released
prisoners we know that the longer a man is held, the
more likely he is to be seriously ill. In the absence of
reliable information on the health of individual prisoners,
a selection by duration of captivity appears to be fairest.
cw= ... .Accordingly, the following list should be sen
' with the request that at least three of
the named prisoners be released. Message should also .
state that we would particularly like to have any prisoners
who may be seriously sick or injured, whether or not their
dames are on list. (Date in each case is date of capture,
4nd should not be transmitted to VC.)

~ -Begin list:

T/Sgt Samuel Adams, AF, 31 Oct 65 : l
Capt. Donald Gilbert Cook, MC, 31 Dec 64 =
- Capt. William Forbes Eisenbiaun, Army,
s . 6 July 65 )
. - _Pvt. Robert Russell Garwood, MC, 28 Sept 65
Capt. Lawrence Thomas Holland, AF,
12 June 65

SP/4 James Henry McLean, Army, 9 Feb 65

4] [a W el sy
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-

' "_
- _..'_Z—a-nd

w. ——e. prisoners.’ : 15

. nBelieve we should inform Thieu of plan to send list

LY

M/Sgt Thomas Moore, AF, 31 Oct 65~ -
Douglas K. Ramsey, Civ., 17 Jan 66
Capt. James Nicholas Rowe, Army,
29 Oct 63
Capt. Floyd James Thompson, Army, : N
26 NMar 64 - ’

w epy
g

giig-hhn opporiunity.to provide similar list of ARVN - - R ‘

-- . i

- o - [

RO

" on 30 January 1969 Secretary Rogers sent Ambassador Bunker the
following-list of twenty names nguitable to give to VC with request that
thev release ten of them in exchange for the four they have requested."

6. .The January 1969 List. Ina later BUTTERCUP development,

e ke T

info copies to Dr. Kissinger and Secretary Laird):

~
- -

TSGT Samuel Adams, 18554000, AF,

October 31, 1965 ; _
Michael D. Benge, Civilian, . <3

January 31, 1968
SGT Richard Gordon Burgess, 2084229, MC, ¢
= September 25, 1966 :
MAJ Donald Gilbert Cook, 072794, MC, {
December 31, 1964 . i
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-

L e Gary Daves, Civilian, Janué.:éy'31,' 1968
1st LT David Ronald Devers, 05321911,
Armv. August 13, 1966

P ) ' TSGT Charles Gale Dusing, 172030698,
=¥ o ) EF, October 31, 1965
) : . SGT Edwin Russel Grissett, Jr., 1938579,
- _ MC, January 22, 1966 .
MAJ Lawrence Thomas Holland, 57577, -
- AF, June 12, 1965 v
Philip W~ Manhard, Civilian, January 31, 1968
SP4 Jzrites Henry McLean, 19722072, Army,
February 9, 1965 '
MSGT Tromas Moore, 14268347, AF,
October 31, 1965 : ‘
'SFC John Joseph O'Neill, 11212494, Army ' .
August 13, 1966 oo
Thomas W. Ragsdale, Civilian, January 31, 1968 )
- Douglas Ramsey, Civilian, January 17, 1966 : :
SP5 Edward Daniel Reilly, Jr., 23933241, Army,
 April 26,.1966
| CAPT Floyd James Thompson, 05304076, Army,
Mazrch 26, 1964 : L
Eugene Weaver, Civilian, January 31, 1968 )
Charles Willis, Civilian, January 31, 1968

| the above list
of twenty names was never passed to the Communists. Three of the names
on the February 1968 list of ten were not included in the January 1969 list ‘
of twenty: . US Army Captain Rowe, who escaped on 31 December 1968, ‘
US Army Captain William E. Eisenbraun {also an addressee of one of

the five January 1968 letters) and USMC Private Robert R. Garwood. :

‘

A

sem | 3 0959
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¢: Secretary Rogers
" Secretary Laird

8. I am sending copics of this memorandum on an eyes only

-

. Richard Helms
- Director

Admiral Mopr.er-
L -
* .
~ 2
-6 -
barl

basis to the other three recipients of my 27 and 28 Ocober memoranda,
na.mely, Secretary Rogers, Secretary Laird and Admiral Moorer.

e+ m———
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505

OFFICE-OF THE DIRECTOR

Corsmime arle oo s s
. e

29 October 1971

MEMORANDU\/I FOR: Dr. Henry A. Kissinger

. e Asszstant to the President-for .
oot '. S Natmnal Secunty A;fa::.rs :
" SUBJECT . : Background Data Possibly Relevant to the

Current Vietnamese Communist Prisoner -

Exchange Overture

byt ey fin, R AR S AA Cod ry 1ye s

‘.

b 2
A gene Bkt 2

N RN P .“
o AR e

1. The current Vietnamese Communist overtures on possible {010 0
prisoner exchanges, covered in our memoranda of 27 and 28 October, &._._D lus
seems to relate to the earlier BUTTERCUP activity that began in
August 1967. We have checked the volumirous BUTTERCUP {file and

.found three items of possible relevance. The pertinent traffic should
be- contained in your records, but in the interests of time and convenience
we are repeatmg it here. -

e

¢ s

i —-

2. The J’anuary 1968 Letters. On 3 January 1968, then Deputy .’ v
" Assistant Secretary of Defense {ISA) Richard Steadman was given five

letters prepared in Washington for passage to five American citizens

' believed io be in VC hands. The pertinent message here is Secretary

Rusk's cable to Ambassador Bunker transmitted on 3 January 1968 as

. UFive letters to US personnel who may be held by

. VC being carried by Steadman for delivery to Calhoun. .
Steadman traveling with General William Depuy. ETA i
Saigon 1330 local January 4 on Braniff military charter P
flight 241. In view shortness of time suggest envelope o )
be plcked up from Steadman upon arrival Saigon.

o e

}1 e L. :
=y L .
=™ . - )
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as date of capture if men are in fact prisoners.)

Jobn F. Conlon II, Capt. 79318, AF,
.. 4 Maxrch 1966 ) .
+ . . David.S. 'Demmop, SP4, 563 73 772, Armiy,
B -9 June 1965 ’ oo
William F. Eisenbraun, Capt. 04074803,-
Army, 5 July 1965
Douglas K. Ramsey, Foreign Service Officer,
17 January 1966 ’ ’

"Eisenbraun and Ramsey are confirmed prisoners.
Conlon, and Demmon are listed as missing in act
ut in each instance there is some reason to hope that

L .V"’Letfez_‘,s are addressed to foI}Q\Ving-US: 'p.er-s-'ofuiel: e
(Dates shown are date of casualty, which may be same

ion,
a

service man is actually prisoner of VC. Families unaware

letters being sent by this route, ™

o
\ .,..)

i
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* 4. The Febrﬁary 1668 List. In J’anuﬁry and Februé.ry 1968
there was much discussion about giving the courier for passage to Tran
Bach Dang a list of US prisoners whose release we desired as part of

any exchange. The most important message here is Secretary Rusk's
7 February 1968 cable to Ambassador Bunker transmitted asb :

: "List of names to send to should be
. .drawn from list of US prisoners we have identified as
- ] held by the VC (18 at present). Since

has been specific with his lists we believe we should also .
be precise. We recognize problem of choosing among
prisoners, and accordingly propose that we select-those
who have been held two years or longer. This would be
a total of ten names: five officers, four EM, one civilian.
There is a time gap of eight months between the most
recent capture on the list of ten (January 1966) and the .
next most recent captures (August 1966). From released
prisoners we know that the longer a man is held, the
more likely he is to be seriously ill. In the absence of
reliable information on the health of individual prisoners,
a selection by duration of captivity appears to be fairest.
<xz=.-. .Accordingly, the following list should be sent

- - with the request that at least three of

the named prisoners be released. Message should also
- state that we would particularly like to have any prisoners

who may be seriously sick or injured, wheéther or not their
names are on list. (Date in each case is date of capture,
and should not be transmitted to VC.)

-Begin list:

T/[Sgt Samuel Adams, AF, 31 Oct 65
| . " .. Capt. Donald Gilbert Cook, MC, 31 Dec 64
: Capt. William Forbes Eisenbraun, Army,
6 July 65
Pvt. Robert Russell Garwood, MC 28 Sept 65
Capt. Lawrence Thomas Holland, AF,
12 June 65
SP/4 James Henry McLean, Army, 9 Feb 65

-3 -
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M/Sgt Thomas Moore, AF, 31 Oct 65 : :
Douglas K. Ramsey, Civ., 17 Jan 66 !
Capt. James N1cholas Rowe, Army, |
29 Oct 63 ' L
Capt. Floyd James Thompson, Army, : o .
26 Mar 64 v . 4

" "Believe we should inform Th:.eu of plan to send list

“and give him opportunity to provide similar list of ARVN - i
prisoners. ‘

é.. .The January 1969 List. In a later BUTTERCUP development,
on 30 Januiry 1969 Secretary Rogers sent Ambassador Bunker the
following list of twenty names ''suitable to give to VC with request that

: M_r_dm_e_ten_oi_thenﬁin exchange for the four they have requested. ™

info copies to Dr. Kissinger and Secretary Laird):

U

TSGT Samuel Adams, 18554000, AF,
October 31, 1965

Michael D. Benge, Civilian,

. January 31, 1968

-SGT Richard Gordon Burgess, 2084229, MC,
September 25, 1966

MAJ Donald Gilbert Cook, 072794, MC,
December 31, 1964

~e v e al,
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. Gary Daves, Civilian, January 31, 1968
Ist LT David Ronald Devers, 05321911,
Army. August 13, 1966

TSGT Charles Gale Dusing, 17203698,
AT, October 31, 1965

SGT Edwin Russel Grissett, Jr., 1938579,
MC, January 22, 1966 .

MAJ Lawrence Thomas Holland, 57511,

- AF, June 12, 1965
" Philip W. Manhard, Civilian, Jamuary 31, 1968

SP4 James Henry McLean, 19722072, Army, il
February 9, 1965 ' .-

MSGT Thomas Moore, 14268347, AF,
October 31, 1965

SFC John Joseph O'Neill, 11212494, Army, .
August 13, 1966

Thomas W. Ragsdale, Civilian, January 31, 1968

- Douglas Ramsey, Civilian, January 17, 1966

SP5 Edward Daniel Reilly, Jr., 23933241, Army,
April 26, 1966

CAPT Floyd James Thompson, 05304076, Army,
March 26, 1964

Eugene Weaver, Civilian, January 31, 1968

Charles Willis, Civilian, January 31, 1968

|the above list

of twenty names was never passed to the Communists. Three of the names
on the February 1968 list of ten were not included in the January 1969 list

of twenty: US Army Captain Rowe, who escaped on 31 December 1968,

US Army Captain William E. Eisenbraun (also an addressee of one of
the five JanuaTy 1968 letters) and USMC Private Robert R. Garwood.

BCRET, 3
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8. I am sending copies of this memorandum on an eyes only
basis to the other three recipients of my 27 and 28 Ociober memoraada,
namely, Secretary Rogers, Secretary Laird and Admiral Moorer.

Richard Helms

Director .
cc: Secretary Rogers N
- " Secretary Laird . i}
Admiral Moorer . -

1
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- MEMORANDUM FOR: Dr. Henry A. Kissingér

" SUBJECT . : Background Data P’ossil?ly Relevant to the

.found three items of possible relévance. The pertinent traffic should

o ' 4
--_Z.l'/ _________________ ( .- u '_'
Sb)(1)
CENTRAL ;NTL..LLKGC\"&:. AG"NCY (b)-(3)
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505 ; (B)6)

OFFICE-OF THE DIRECTOR ~

0"

29 Octobg’ér 1971 °

S Assxstant to the Preszdent for .
o . ..‘- ) Na.honal Securxty Ada1rs

Current Vietnamése Communist Prisoner
Exchange Overture |

1.. The current Vietnamese Communist overtures on possible
prisoner exchanges, covered in our/memoranda of 27 and 28 October, iC
seems to relate to the earlier BU'I‘,'TERCUP activity that began.in
August 1967. We have checked thé voluminous BUT TERCUP file and

be- contained in your records, but in the interests of time and convenience
we are repeatmg it here. .

—— .

2. The Ja-mary 1968 If,ett'ers On 3 January 1968, then Deputy .’

" Assistant Secretary of DefenSe (ISA) Richard Steadman was given five

letters prepared in Washmgton for passade to five American citizens
believed to be in VC hands, The pertinent message here is Secretary

Rusk's cable to Amba.ssador Bunker transmitted on 3 January 1968 as

.° UFive letters to US personnel who may be held by

. VC being carried by Steadman for delivery to Calhoun. .

Steadman traveling with General William Depuy. ETA i

Saigon 1330 local January 4 on Braniff militdry charter ;

flight 241. In view shortness of time suggest envelope ‘
be picked up from Steadman upon arrival Saigon.

P
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h . . ”Letters are addressc.d to followw.:rwr US personnel
" (Dates shown are date of casualty, wh1ch may be same
as date of capture if men are in fact prisoners,)

John F, Conlon IO, Capt. 79318 AT,

.. 4 March 1966

.o, Dav1d S. Demmon ‘SP4, 563 73 772, Army,

;_ -9 Ju_ne 1965

William F. Eisenbraun, Capt; 04074803,-
Army, 5 July 1965

Douglas K. Ramsey, Foreign Serv1ce Oificer,
17 January 1966

"Eisenbraun and Ramsey are confirmed prisoners.
g Conlon, and Demmon are listed as missing in action,
ut in each instance there is some reason to hope that
service man is actually prisoner of VC. Families unaware
letters being sent by this route, ™

-2 -
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* 4. The February 1968 List. In January and February 1968
there was much discussion about giving the courier for passage to Tran
A Bach Dang a list of US prisoners whose release we desired as partA of
any exchange. The most important message here is Secretary Rusk's
7 February 1968 cable to Ambassador Bunker transmitted asb

1 "List of names to send to} ’should be

o -drawn from list of US prisoners we have identified as
& .. heldbythe VC (18 at present). Since|

has been specific with his lists we believe we should also
be precise. We recognize problem of choosing among
prisoners, and accordingly propose that we select-those
who have been held two years or longer. This would be
a total of ten names: five officers, four EM, one civilian.
There is a time gap of eight months between the most
recent capture on the list of ten (January 1966) and the °
next most recent captures (August 1966). From released
prisoners we know that the longer a man is held, the
more likely he is to be seriously ill, In the absence of
reliable information on the health of individual prisoners,
a selection by duration of captivity appears to be fairest.
<==::-- .Accordingly, the following list should be sent

’ lthh the request that at least three of
the named prisoners be released. Message should also
state that we would particularly like to have any prisoners
who may be seriously sick or injured, whether or not their
names are on list. {Date in each case is date of capture,
and should not be transmitted to vVC.)

- .-Begin list:

T /[Sgt Samuel Adams, AF, 31 Oct 65 ' |
Capt. Donald Gilbert Cook, MC, 31 Dec 64 :
Capt. William Forbes Eisenbraun, Army,

6 July 65
Pvt. Robert Russell Garwood, MC 28 Sept 65
Capt, Lawrence Thomas Holland, AF,

12 June 65
SP/4 James Henry McLean, Army, 9 Feb 65
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M/Sgt Thomas Moore, AF, 31 Oct 65
Douglas K. Ramsey, Civ., 17 Jan 66
S Capt, James Nicholas Rowe, Army,
- 29 Oct 63
Capt. Floyd James Thompson, Army,
26 Mar 64

' "Believe we should inform Thieu of plan to send list
a.nd give him opporiunity to provide similar list of ARVN
prisoners."

e e A e

6. .The January 1969 List. In a later BUTTERCUP development,
on 30 January 1969 Secretary Rogers sent Ambassador Bunker the
following list of twenty names "suitable to give to VC with request that

- they release ten of them in exchange for the four they have requested.
1 info copies to Dr. Kissinger and Secretary Laird):

TSGT Saruel Adams, 18554000, AF,

. October 31, 1965

Michael D. Benge, Civilian,

. January 31, 1968

-SGT Richard Gordon Burgess, 2084229, MC,
September 25, 1966

MAJ Donald Gilbert Cook, 072794, MC,
December 31, 1964

R o
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Gary Daves, Civilian, January 31, 1968
l1st LT David Ronald Devers, 05321911,
Armv, Ausust.13. 1946

TSGT Charles Gale Dusing, 17203698,
AF, October 31, 1965

SGT Edwin Russel Grissett, Jr., 1938579,
MC, January 22, 1966

MAJ Lawrence Thomas Holland, 57577
AT, June 12, 1965

" Philip W. Manhard, Civilian, January 31, 1968

SP4 James Henry McLean, 19722072, Army,
February 9, 1965 '

MSGT Thomas Moore, 14268347, AF,
October 31, 1965 oo

SFC John Joseph O'Neill, 11212494, Army, -
August 13, 1966

Thomas W. Ragsdale, Civilian, January 31, 1968

- Douglas Ramsey, Civilian, January 17, 1966

SP5 Edwaxrd Daniel Reilly, Jr., 23933241, Army,
April 26, 1966
CAPT Floyd James Thompson, 05304076, Army,
March 26, 1964
Eugene Weaver, Civilian, January 31, 1968 h

7. |

Charles Willis, Civilian, January 31, 1968 .

|and the above list

of twenty names was never passed to the Communists. Three of the names
on the February 1968 list of ten were not included in the January 1969 list
of twenty: US Army Captain Rowe, who escaped on 31 December 1968, i
US Army Captain Williasm E., Eisenbraun (also an addressee of one of i
the five January 1968 letters) and USMC Private Robert R. Garwood.

3 0939
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8. I am sending copies of this memorandum on an eyes only
basis to the other three recipients of my 27 and 28 ‘October me*norauda,
naznely, Secretary Rogers, Secretary Laird and Admiral Moorer.

Richard Helms

: Director .

cc: Secrgtary Rogers A
*Secretary Laizd
Admiral Mo_orer

- e e

R T S

D

b

e

O At 1



C00495762 : . e
$. 20T . S EERET -

Central Intefligence Agency

TN,
P

=k (€3
T
'

1 August 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR: ~ NAME ' ) .
DIA/POH-MIA .
SUBJECT: POW-MIA Handwriting Analysis, S (Y1)
- b)(3
REFERENCE : Memo dated 24 July 1991 | | . BE)
1. As requested, the| has completed the -

handwriting examination on the submitted photocopied known exemplars of John
L. Robertson, Larry J. Stevens, and Albro L. Lundy Jr. with the submitted
photographs, photocopies of photographs, and submitted questioned handwriting
exemplars (1.original and 2 photocopied) received from Southeast Asia, '
allegedly from U.S. Prisoners of War. The questioned handwriting letters
allegedly from John L. Robertson are dated 18-10-1990, the letters allegedly
from Larry J. Stevens are dated 18-10-90, and the letters allegedly from Albro
L. Lundy Jr. are dated 25-11-90. In one of the two submitted photographs
there are. three individuals standing together holding a sign that reads
~ "Photo, LD -25-5-1990, WNTK!, K.B.E -19.", and in the other photograph .there
.-is a male individual in what appears ‘to be a camouflage-type uniform with the.
-+ niame “GONZALES,' FREDRIEE" on-the collar., On_the photograph that has-been . .= =7 “. T~
.+ - photocopied there are five standing individuals holding. signs ‘that bear rames -
and ‘other 'data written on them. [f] ‘ S S - '

ST VJZ:T:Thé.handwriting1éxamin§tjohloh’fhe~&nqwn:SMbmitigd”haﬁdwrittngﬁjﬁfe~*:uij;;:{,z*;
et éxemb?atSiﬁéstribeﬂ:é@évg-Wiih1thé§que5tf0ned“1ettefs pu%bortngYTffdﬁtﬂ,S,ﬁ':”F;ﬁ,;aj."‘
Prisoners of Har revealed nothing of stgnificance which would indicdte that R
" the authors of the known genuine handwriting exemplars (Robertson, Stevens,
Lundy) prepared those letters that are in question. However, a definite - o
conclusion could not be reached due to the fact that the genuine known, . L TR
-exemplars, as‘well as, two of the questioned submissions are-" . . o e s
atiorial ‘photoecopties yice originally prepared handwriting. [:::j' ST =

= multi-gener
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Do - SEERET
SUBJECT: POW-MIA Handwriting Analysis

3. A few handwriting characteristics in common were observed in the «.
handwriting of the letters purportedly from John L. Robertson, the photograph
of the individual with the name GONZALES, FREDRIEC written on the collar, and

on the photograph of five individuals holding signs, which would-indicate that

. this author could an:%f}ellminated as the possible writer on all three of

these submissions.

. 4. ‘ will retain photocopies of the
submitted specimens in the event additiona material becomes available for

comparison.

FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR OPERATIONS:

[ . . M -

[EESROIL BN YR P .
MRS P2 oot “
. LR
. ) s, T .
o s . .
. “ .
et e . N :
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5. For further comments or questions, please contact the undersigned on
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L. . . o . A
' CENTRAL INTILLIGENCE AGENCY. ¥ (k’"”g; i
| WASHINGTON, D.C. 20305 ‘ ‘
OFFICS OF THE DIRICTOR | Hg s
| SV (b)(1)
. 29 October 1971 - (b)3):
- C, (b)(©)

3

MEMORANDUM FOR: Dr. Henry A. Kissinger

Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs

| SUBJECT _ ¢ Background Data Possibly Rélevant to the | v

Current Vietnamese Communist Prisoner
Exchange Overture '

@

1. The current Vietnamese Communist overtures on possible
prisoner exchanges, covered in our memoranda of 27 and 28 October,

" seems to relate to the earlier BUTTERCUP activity that beganin

August 1967. We bave checked the voluminous BUTTERCUP file and
found three items of possible relevance. The pertinent traffic should
be contained in your records, but in the interests of time and convenience.
we are repeating it here. S : '

. 2. The January 1968 Letiezs. On 3 J'a.nuary11968, then Deputy .,° - »'/'_
Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA) Richard Steadman was given five =

- letters prepared in Washington for passage to five American citizens

,'~. I |

believed to be in VC hands. The pertinent message here is Secretary

'Rusk's cable to Ambassador Bunker transmifted on 3 January 1968 as

|

St ALy L . 8 OIS ey &/ i ma——— - - A T——————_1
ooy e —) ¢

“Five letters to US personnel who may be held by

VC being carried by Steadman for delivery to Calboun.

‘Steadman traveling with General Williatn Depuy. ETA
. Saigon 1330 local January 4 on Braniif militdry charter

‘flight 241, In view shortness of time suggest envelope
be picked up from Steadman upon arrival Saigoxn. '

o b raa § e omoa s Men e wites = v s St — e 3o
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WLetters are addressed to following US personnel:
{Dates shown are date of casualty, which may be same
- as date of capture if men are in fact prisoners.)

Joan F. Conlon I, Capt. 79318 AF
. 4 Mazrch 1966
David S. Demmon, SP4, 563 73 772 Army. :
9 Jdne 1965
William F, Eisenbraun, Capt. 04074803
- Army, 5 July 1965
Douglas K. Ramsey, Forexgn Servz.ce Oiﬁcer. ,
17 .Tanuary 1966

"EiSenbraun and Ramsey are confirmed prisoners,-

in each instance there is some reason to hope that"

service man is actually prisoner of VC. Fa.m:hes unaware

Conlon, and Demmon are listed as missing in action,
at’

_ . letters being sent by this route. "

. .
T
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‘ ' 4. The ‘E‘eb"ua oy 1968 List. Ia January. and 'G‘ebruary 1968
| 'there was much discussion about giving the courier for passage to Tran
- Bach D._r.a a list of US prisouers whose release we desived as pazt of .

: ,_any exchange. "‘he maost important message here is Secretary Rusk's -
s : . ble to Ambassador Bunker transmitted af |-

WList of names to send to| \should be
. drawn from list of US prisoners we have identified as
held by the VC (18 at present). Since
has been specxf:.c with his lists we belleve we aLso
. be precisé. We recognize problem of choosing among
prisoners, and accordmaly propose that we select those
‘who have been held two yeaxs or longer. This would be
a total of ten names: five officers, four EM, one civiliaxn., '
. There is a time gap of eight moaths between the most
' recent capture on the list of ten {FJanuary 1966) and the -
next most recent captures (August 1966).. From relea.sad
" prisoners we know that the longer a man is held, the
.- " <. more likely he'is to be seriously ill. In the a.bsence of .
: . "+ ... reliable information on the health of ind:.vxdual prisonsrs,
" ; . a selection by duration of ca.ptw;.‘.:y ‘appears to be fairest.
.. -Accordingly, the follqwmg list should be'sent] |
| L e ‘with the request that at least thrée of
| 77 " the named prisoners be released. Message should also ~
... statethat we would particularly like to bave any prisoners = . -
| . .7 who may be seriously sick or injured, whether or not their
o . pames are on list. . (Date in each case is date of capturo,
..and shcmld not 'be transmitted to VC.)

ot
R L

: Bcgin list:

: .. T/Sgt Samuel Adams, AF, 31 Oct 65 o
T . Capt. Donald Gilbert Cook, MC, 31 Dec 64 : o )
7 ' v Capt.  William Forbes Eisenbraun, Army, ok
. 8 July 65 . S
Pvt. Robert Russell Garwood, MC, 28 Sept 65 E B .
Capt. Lawrence Thomas Holland, Al-".
. 12 June 65 v
SP/4 James Henry Mcl.ean, Army, 9 Feb 65 -
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T ® o
: 'M"/Sgt Thqma.s M_oéré.. AF. 31 Oct 65 o i
_Douglas X. Ramsey, Civ., '17 Jan 66 :
Capt. James Nicholas Rowe, Army, e &
29 Oet 63 D SR .
Capt. Floyd James Thompsou, Armoy, - - - v
DeMar b6 . T
- "Belxeve we shou.ld m.fox-rn .Lh:.eu of plan to send list
and give him opportumty to provxde similar list of ARVN _ L
prisoners.''. ' - ST
‘ i
)
»
'
"
6. The January 1969 List. Ina later BUTTERCUP development, o
on 30 January 1969 Secretary Rogers sent Ambassador Bunker the o ¥
following list of twenty names "suitabls to give to VG with request that i
- they release ten of them in exchange for the four they have requested. y _ -fl;-'
| info copies to to Dz, Kissinga: a.nd Secreta.ry La.ird)' M
TSGT Samuel Adams, 18554000, AF, S -
October 31, 1965 . : R A
Michael D. Benge, Givilian, %
January 31, 1968 s S
~ SGT Richard Gordon Burgess, 2084229, MC, S C
September 25, 1966 : . . ;
MAJT Donald Gilbert Cook, 072794, MG, U , b
December 31, 1964 ' - ;
o .
;
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Ga. cy Daves, Cw:.l:.c.n, January 31, 1968 ' ' : ' “s
1st LT David Ronald Devexs, 05321911 : ,'
A s 17 .
- - x‘l;
TSGT Charles Gule Dusing, 17203698,
" AF, October-31, 1965 .
SGT Zdwin Russel Grissett, Jz., 1938579, o ) .
MC, Januaxry 22, 1966 - ’ L it
MAJ Lawgence Thoras Hollaad, 57577, SRR o
AF, June 12, 1965 . Ry
Philip W. Manhard, Civilian, .Ta.nua.ry 31 1568 I -
SP4 James Henry McLean, 19722072, .Army. - . SN
February 9, 1965 : B ' ST
' MSGT Thomas Moore, 14268347, AF o SR
: Sl October 31, 1965 . | = 3 L
N - SFC John Joseph O'Neill, 11212494 Army, C [ B
co . August 13,. 1966 L ot
- Thomas W. Ragsdale, Civilian, January 31, 1968 : o TS
. ~ .. Douglas Ramsey, Civilian, January 17, 1966 o
. W SP:» Edwa.rd Daniel Reilly, Jz., 23933241, Army, : .
. " April 28, 1966 : ' "{
' CAPT Floyd Jamgs Thompson, 05304076 Army, : : o
Maxch 26, 1964 ‘ : R |
.Eugene Weaver, Civilian, Januazy 31, 1968 ’ & IR
Cbazles Willis, Civilian, January 31, 1968 - o o

: 7. | Ly
of twenty names was never passed to the Communists. Three of the names . -
on the Febyuary 1968 list of ten were not included in the Jaouary 1969 list S
of twenty; US Army Captain Rowe, who escaped on 31 December 1968, -

Us Army Captain William E, E:.senbra.un {(also an addressee of one of
‘the five.J anua.ry 1968 laﬁ:ars) and USMC Private Robert R.. Gazwood.

L. eremaria s
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g 8. I am :-endmg copies of this memorandum on an éyes only
'basis to the other thiree recipients of my 27 and 28 Qctober memoranda,
name;y, Secre..a.ry Rogars Secretary Laird 'and Admi.ra.l Moore:-. '

« '

7
‘Richard Helms
Director

. . ée Secretary Rogers
- B Secretary Lalrd
Admiral Moorer

I - .
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‘ » 41
 oLaeeg 196 JaN 25 01

9632 62501486

10 VHITE HOUSE
-ZER

SECRET
PRIORITY 4
FRONW SECSTATE
TO ANBASSADOR BUNKER SalaoN .
THRE WHITE HOUSE, EXCLUSIVE FOR MR, KISSINGER
SLCDEF, EXCLUSIVE FOR. SECRETARY LAIRD
DIRECTOR, CIA, EXCLUSIVE FOR MR, HELMS
REF SAIGON 240338L JAN 69 (BUNKER 214)
f. CONCUR YOUR PROPOSED HANDLING AS SET FORTH REFTEL,.
2. FOLLOVING IS LIST OF TWENTY NAMES (13 MILITARY, 7 CIVILIANS)

" SUITABLE TO GIVE TO VC VITH REQUEST THAT THEY RILEASE YEN OF THEM

 IN EXCHANGE FOR THME FOUR THEY MAVE REQUESTED. V¥E RECONMEND

ENTIRE LIST BE GIVEN TO VC, RATHER THAN OURSELVES SELECTING TEN,

-LIST INCLUDES SERIAL NUMBER, BRANCH OF SERVICE, AND CURRENT RANX -
- FOR WILITARY PRISONERS, AND DATE OF CAPTURE FOR ALL OF THEN, : '

SINCE RANKS HAVE CHANGED FOR SOME OF TME GROUP, WE RECOMMEND THAT

- THEY BE OMITTED WHEN LIST IS HANDED QVER. ALSO RECOMMEND THAT

DATE OF CAPTURE BE ONITTED. BEGIN LIST |
TSGT SANUEL ADANS, 1855A888, AF, DCTOBER 31, 1965

MICHAEL D, BEMSE, CIVILIAN, JANUARY 31, 1968

SGT RICHARD GORDON BURGESS, 2884229, MC, SEPTEMBER 25, 1966
MAJ DONALD GILBERT COOK, 972794, MC, DECEMBER 31, 1964

GARY DAVES, CIVILIAN, JANUARY 31, 1568 |

18T LT DAVID RONALD DEVERS, 85321911, ARMY, AUGUST 13, 1966
#2C BONNIE LEE DEXTER, 19781299, AF, WAY 9, 1966

TSST CHARLES GALE DUSING, 17283698, AF, OCTOBER 31, 1965

86T EDVIN RUSSEL GRISSETT, JRe, 1958579, NC, JARUARY 22, 1966
MAJ LAVRENCE THOMAS WOLLAND, 57577, AF, JUNE 12, 1965

PHILIP v, MANHARD, CIVILIAN, JANUARY 31, 1968

SP4 JANES HENRY MCLEAB, 19722872, ARNY, FEBRUARY 5, 1965

KSAT THOMAS MGORE, 14268347, AF, OCTOBER 31, 1965

SFC JOHN JOSEPH 0° MEILL, 11212434, ARNY, AUGUST 13, 1966
THONAS ¥, RAGSDALE, CIVILIAN, JANUARY 31, 1968

DOUBLAS RAMSEY, CIVILIAN, JANUARY 17, 1966

SP5 EDWARD DANISL REILLY, JR., 23933241, ARMY, APRIL 26, 1966
CAPT FLOYD JAMES THONPSON, @3384876, ARKY, MARCH 26, 1964
EUGENE WEAVER, CIVILIAN, JARUARY 31, 1968

CHARLES VILLIS, CIVILIAR, JANUARY 3i, 1s6s. € LisT,

BT
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b
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY Ebggg

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

29 October 1971

MEMORANDUM FOR: Dr. Henry A. Kissinger
Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs

SUBJECT : Background Data Poss ibly Relevant to the
Current Vietnamese Communist Prisoner
Exchange Overture

1. The current Vietnamese Communist overtures on possible
prisoner exchanges, covered in our memoranda of 27 and 28 October,
seems to relate to the earlier BUTTERCUP activity that began in
August 1967. We have checked the voluminous BUTTERCUP file and
found three items of possible relevance. The pertinent traffic should
be contained in your records, but in the interests of time and convenience
we are repeating it here. ‘

2. The January 1968 Letters. On 3 January 1968, then Deputy a
Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA} Richard Steadman was given five
letters prepared in Washington for passage to five American citizens
believed to be in VC hands. The pertinent message here is Secretary

"Rusk's cable to Ambassador Bunker transmitted on 3 January 1968 as

npive letters to US personnel who may be held by
VC being carried by Steadman for delivery to Calhoun.
‘Steadman traveling with General William Depuy. ETA
Saigon 1330 local January 4 on Braniff militdry charter
flight 241, In view shortness of time suggest envelope
be picked up from Steadman upon arrival Saigon.
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ni,etters are addressed to following US personnel:
(Dates shown are date of casualty, which may be same
as date of capture if men are in fact prisoners.)

John F. Conlon I, Capt. 79318, AF,
4 March 1966

David §. Demmon, SP4, 563 73 772, Army,
9 June 1965 :

William F. Eisenbraun, Capt. 04074803,
Army, 5 July 1965

Douglas K. Ramsey, Foreign Service Officer,
17 January 1966

"Fisenbraun and Ramsey are confirmed prisoners.
|jCo'nlon, and Demmon are listed as missing in action,
but in each instance there is some reason to hope that
service man is actually prisoner of VC. Families unaware
letters being sent by this route. "
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4. The February 1968 List. In January and February 1968
there was much Jiscussion about giving the courier for passage to Tran
Bach Dang a list of US prisoners whose release We desired as part of
any exchange. The most important message here is Secretary Rusk's

7 Februarf 1968 cable to Ambassador Bunker transmitted asg

nlist of names to send tol hould be
drawn from list of US prisoners we have identified as
held by the VG (18 at present). Since
has been specific with his lists we believe We should also
be precise. We recognize problem of choosing among
prisoners, and accordingly propose that we select those
who. have been held two years OF longer. This would be
a total of ten names: five officers, four EM, one civilian.
There is a time gap of eight months between the most
recent capture on the list of ten (January 1966) and the
next most recent captures (August 1966). From released
prisoners we know that the longer 2 man is held, the
more likely he is to be seriously ill. Im the absence of
reliable information on the health of individual prisoners,
a selection by duration of captivity appears 1o be fairest.
Accordingly, the following list should be sent

with the request that at least three of

the named prisoners be released. Message should also
state that we would particularly like to have any prisoners
who may be seriously sick or injured, whether or not their
names are on 1ist. (Date in each case is date of capture,
and should not be transmitted to vC.)

Begin list:

T/Sgt Samuel Adams, AT, 31 Oct 65
Capt. Donald Gilbert Cook, MC, 31 Dec 64
Capt. William Torbes Eisenbraun, Army,

6 July 65
pPyt. Robert Russell Carwood, MC, 28 Sept 65
Capt. Lawrence Thomas Holland, AF,

12 June 65
sP/4 James Henry MecLean, Army, 9 Feb 65
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M/Sgt Thomas Moore, AL, 31 Oct 65
Douglas K. Ramsey, Civ., 17 Jan 66
Capt. James Nicholas Rowe, Army,

29 Oct 63
Capt. Floyd James Thompson, Army,

26 Mar 64
d inform Thieu of plan to send list

ide simi

lar list of ARVN

nRelieve We shoul

and give him opportunity to prov

prisoners. !

TTERCUP development,
sador BunkeT the

vC with reque st that
equested. 3

6. The Janualy 1969 List. In2 later BU
on 30 January 1969 Secretary Rogers sent Ambas
following list of twenty names nguitable to give to
{ them in exchange for the four they have T

Dr. KissingeT and Se

they release ten O
info copies to
18554000, AT,

TSGT Samuel Adams,

October 31, 1965
Michael D. Benge, Civilian,
TJanuary 31s 1968
2084229, MC,

sGT Richard Gordon Burgess,

September 25, 1966
MAT Donald Gilbert Cook, 072794, MC,

December 31, 1964

cretary Lair d):
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Gary Daves, Civilian, January 31, 1968
1st LT David Ronald Devers, 05321911,
Army, August 13, 1966

_ |

TSGT Charles Gale Dusing, 17203698,
AF, October 31, 1965
SGT Edwin Russel Grissett, Jr., 1938579,
MC, January 22, 1966
MAJ Lawrence Thomas Holland, 57577,
AF, June 12, 1965
Philip W, Manhard, Civilian, January 31, 1968
SP4 James Henry McLean, 19722072, Army,
February 9, 1965
MSGT Thomas Moore, 14268347, AF,
October 31, 1965
SFC John Joseph O'Neill, 11212494, Army,
August 13, 1966
Thomas W. Ragsdale, Civilian, January 31, 1968
Douglas Ramsey, Civilian, January 17, 1966
SP5 Edward Daniel Reilly, Jr., 23933241, Army,
April 26, 1966
CAPT Floyd James Thompson, 05304076, Army,
March 26, 1964
.Eugene Weaver, Civilian, January 31, 1968
Charles Willis, Civilian, January 31, 1968

the above list
of twenty names was never passed to the Communists. Three of the names
on the February 1968 list of ten were not included in the January 1969 list
of twenty: US Army Captain Rowe, who escaped on 31 December 1968,

US Army Captain William E. Eisenbraun (also an addressee of one of

the five January 1968 letters) and USMC Private Robert R.. Garwood.
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8. I am sending copies of this memorandum on an eyes only
" basis to the other three recipients of my 27 and 28 October memoranda,
namely, Secretary Rogers, Secretary Laird and Admiral Moorer.

/s/

‘'Richard Helms
Director

cc: Secretary Rogers
Secretary Laird
Admiral Moorer

DCI/SAVA:GACarver, Jr /mee 290ct71

Distribution
1 - ER

1 - DDP
1-C/FE

T e EHiox]




OO

.C05081415

_SECRET/ o i L

CENTRAL. INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON; D.C. 20505

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

29 October 1971 '

MEMORAND FOR: Dr. Henry A. Kissinger
. Assistant to the President for
- National Security Affairs

SUBJ T : Background Data Possibly Relevaat to the
Current Vietnamese Communist Prisoner

( g ' Exchange Overture

1. The current Vietmamese Communist overtures on possible
prisoner exchanges, covered in our memoranda of 27 and 28 October,
seems to relate to the earlier BUTTERCUP activity that began in
August 1967. We have checked the voluminous BUTTERCUP file and
found three items of possible relevance. The pertinent traffic should
be contained in your records, but in the interests of time and convenience
we are repeating it here.

2. The January 1968 Letters. On 3 January 1968, then Deputy
- Askistant Secretary of Defense (ISA) Richard Steadman was given five
letters prepared in Washington for passage to five American citizens
" believed to be in VC hands. The pertinent message here is Secretary
Rusk's cable to Ambassador Bunker transmitted on 3 January 1968 as

"Five letters to US personnel who may be held by
VC being carried by Steadman for delivery to Calhoun.
Steadman traveling with General William Depuy. ETA
Saigon 1330 local January 4 on Braniff military charter
flight 241. In view shortness of time suggest envelope
be picked up from Steadman upon arrival Saigon.

Eggﬁéﬂ
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Hletters are addressed to following US personnel:
{Dates shown are date of casualty, which may be same
as date of capture if men are in fact prisoners.)

John F. Conlon I, Capt. 79318, AF,
4 March 1966

David 8. Demmon, SP4, 563 73 772, Army,
9 June 1965 ‘

William F. Eisenbraun, Capt. 04074803,
Army, 5 July 1965

Douglas K. Ramsey, Foreign Servicé Officer,
17 January 1966

"Ejsenbraun and Ramsey are confirmed prisoners.
Conlon, and Demmon are listed as missing in action,
but in each instance there is some reason to hope that
service man is actually prisoner of VC. Families unaware
letters being sent by this route. "
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4, The February 1968 List. In January and February 1968

there was much discussion about giving the courier for passage to Tran
Bach Dang a list of US prisoners whose release we desired as part of
any exchange. The most important message here is Secretary Rusk's
7 February 1968 cable to Ambassador Bunker transmitted as{i

"List of names to send to ghould be
drawn from list of US prisoners we have identified as
held by the VC (18 at present). Since| |
has been specific with his lists we believe we should also
be precise. We recognize problem of choosing among
prisoners, and accordingly propose that we select those
who have been held two years or longer. This would be
a total of ten names: five officers, four EM, one civilian.
There is a time gap of eight months between the most
recent capture on the list of ten {(January 1966) and the
next most recent captures (August 1966). From released
prisoners we know that the longer a man is-held, the
more likely he is to be seriously ill. In the absence of
reliable information on the health of individual prisoners,
a selection by duration of zaptivity appears to be fairest.
Accordingly, the following list should be sent

\with the request that at least three of

the named prisoners be released. Message should also
state that we would particularly like to have any prisoners
who may be seriously sick or injured, whether or not their
names are on list. (Date in each case is date of ca.pture,
and should not be transmitted to VC.)

Begin list:

T/Sgt Samuel Adams, AF, 31 Oct 65
Capt. Donald Gilbert Cook, MC, 31 Dec 64
Capt. William Forbes Eisenbraun, Army,

6 July 65
Pvt. Robert Russell Garwood, MC, 28 Sept 65
Capt. Lawrence Thomas Holland, AF,

12 June 65
SP/4 James Henry McLean, Army, 9 Feb 65

-3 -

SECHET/
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M/Sgt Thomas Moore, AF, 31 Oct 65

Douglas K. Ramsey, Civ., 17 Jan 66

Capt., James Nicholas Rowe, Army,
29 Oct 63

Capt. Floyd James Thompson, Army,
26 Mar 64

"Believe we should inform Thieu of plan to send list

and give him opportunity to provide similar list of ARVN
prisoners. "

6. The January 1969 List. In a later BUTTERCUP development,
on 30 January 1969 Secretary Rogers sent Ambassador Bunker the
following list of twenty names ''suitable to give to VC with request that
thev release ten of them in exchange for the four they have requested. "

wd

info copies to Dr. Kissinger and Secretary Laird):

TSGT Samuel Adams, 18554000, AF,
October 31, 1965

Michael D. Benge, Civilian,
January 31, 1968

SGT Richard Gordon Burgess, 2084229, MC,

- September 25, 1966

MAJ Donald Gilbert Cook, 072794, MC,
December 31, 1964
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Gary Daves, Civilian, January 31, 1968
l1st LT David Ronald Devers, 05321911,
Armv, August 13, 1966

TSGT Charles Gale Dusing, 17203698,
AF, October 31, 1965
SGT Edwin Russel Grissett, Jr., 1938579,
MC, January 22, 1966
MAJ Lawrence Thormas Holland, 57577,
AF, June 12, 1965
Philip W. Manhard, Civilian, January 31, 1968
SP4 James Henry McLean, 19722072, Army,
February 9, 1965
MSGT Thomas Moore, 14268347, AT,
October 31, 1965
SFC John Joseph O'Neill, 11212494, Army,
August 13, 1966
Thomas W. Ragsdale, Civilian, January 31, 1968
Douglas Ramsey, Civilian, January 17, 1966
SP5 Edward Daniel Reilly, Jr., 23933241, Army,
April 26, 1966
CAPT Floyd James Thompson, 05304076, Army,
March 26, 1964
Eugene Weaver, Civilian, January 31, 1968
Charles Willis, Civilian, January 31, 1968

7.

the above list
of twenty names was never passed to the Communists. Three of the names.
on the February 1968 list of ten were not included in the January 1969 list
of twenty: US Army Captain Rowe, who escaped on 31 December 1968,

US Army Captain William E. Eisenbraun (also an addressee of one of

the five January 1968 letters) and USMC Private Robert R. Garwood.
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8. I am sending copies of this memorandum on an cyes only
basis to the other three recipients of my 27 and 28 October memoranda,
namely, Secretary Rogers, Secretary Laird and Admiral Moorer.

Richard Helms
Director

cc: Secretary Rogers
Secretary Laird
Admiral Moorer
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The NSC has waived their ¢1assiﬁcation
equity for information within this White
House/NSC document.

Your agency has been determined to be the
agency of primary interest.

Please review for your agency’s equities and
- obtain any necessary concurrences.
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL P77-148 98
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 '

October 11, 1979
Dear Mr. Shijeflo:

This is in further response to your letters of April 13,
June 7, and September 7, 1979, requesting under provisions
of the Freedom of Information Act and the Privacy Act
certain information concerning Colonel Charles E. Shelton,
USAF/POW. ' '

'As I indicated in my replies of May 11 and August 9, 1979,
a search of the NSC files failed to locate any records
pertaining to Colonel Shelton. Nor do NSC files contain
any information which refers to him in any manner. Also,
NSC files do not contain any uncorrelated information on
Americans who were, or may have been, captured and/or
missing during the Vietnam conflict.

You have made specific reference to categories of information
described in letters dated March 19, 1979 to the Department
of the Air Force and the Central Intelligence Agency:

"6. A report apparently dated in early 1968 mentions
Chinese execution of some U.S. POW's. Please report to us
on the extent of Chinese involvement in handling U.S. POW's
and the extent of your efforts to learn of their past and
present involvement?

"8. Please provide information on POW's observed by or
associated with Dieter Dengler prior to his 1966 escape. This
was requested in| |October 17, 1977 letter to
Colonel Gratch of the Air Force.

"9, All information on USAF/POW Colonel David L. Hrdlicka.
Colonel Hrdlicka was associated with Colonel Shelton in
captivity and the copy provided of the July 15, 1976 letter
from JCRC to DIA and the letter dated May 15, 1965, September 29,
1976 and November 23, 1876 mention many documents associated
with both men. We are unable to locate these documents in
the materials provided to us. In addition, the copy provided
of the May 24, 1966 message correlated with Hrdlicka and
"another pilot,"” and a December 3, 1978 information report
referring to a radic broadcast by Pathet Lao radio and media
photos concerning these men, but no particulars on the broad-
cast or photos are attached. We would appreciate receipt of
these documents.

"10. That you identify the purpose and activities of
the "CAS(NFI)" team mentioned in the biographic report supplied
to us dated December 2, 1977. Did this team relate to Charles
in any way?




~-
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 Mr. Shjeflo | | | 2

. "11. That you explain why the May 4, 1977 letter from
Air Force to DIA referring to Captain Daniel W. Thomas was
included in the information provided to me? What is his
connection with Charles?

"13. That you provide a copy of the text of the secret
Vientiene Embassy telephone conversation stating that Shelton
was captured. This is referred to in the May 2, 1966 message
from AF to AFPMSC." :

At your request, the NSC Staff has once more reviewed our
files in this connection and has failed to locate any material
meeting your description.

I regret that we cannot be of more assistance to you in this
regard.

Sincerely,

. - .
,%/[/g,u'f-—x L««) Z(/we.b Buﬁ-—-—-

Beverly Zweiben
Director -
Freedom of Information

Walter B, Shieflo., Esg.
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301

13 MAR 1970

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR
NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS

SUBJECT: Questions and Answers on Laos

In response to your memoranda of March 9 and 10 on this subject,
enclosed are responses to the three questions directed to the
Department of Defense.

The casualty information provided in response to Question 2 is
the best information available based on an extensive search of
existing records, However, there is no way to guarantee its
accuracy, particularly because those casualties that occurred

in sensitive operations in Laos were not required to be separately
identified, I believe that this information is still incomplete and,
thus, subject to change. :

The response to Question 2 has been coordinated with the Central
Intelligence Agency} ’and the Department of State
{(Mr, Corcoran).

Enclosures
EXCLUDED FROM AUTOMATIC copy.__.t__ot___LO__Copies
REGRADING; DOD DIR 5200.10 .
DOES NOT APPLY : Pogo. Lo ool Pagos

- X326 TOPSECRET
Sec bef Cont Nre X-
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QUESTION 2, What is the total number of American military personnel,
excluding air combat casualties, killed in Laos since July 19627

The following casualty information is the best available at this time to
the Department of Defense. [t is based on a search of existing records

and these may not be complete. Thus, the information may be subject to

change.

1. The number of US military personnel, excluding air combat
casualties, killed in Laos since July 1962, as a result of hostile action
is 72. This figure should not be used in public release, [t includes
those stationed in Laos and those stationed in South Vietnam and killed
in PRAIRIE FIRE operations, but does not include those stationed in
South Vietnam and killed in protective reaction operations,

-- The list at Tab A contains the name of only one indiViduall
killed while stationed in Laos.

-~ 14 personnel stationed in Laos in a covert role were killed
in Laos in 1967 and 1968, These are addressed in a separate memorandum,

-~ 57 military personnel have been killed in PRAIRIE FIRE
cross-border operations into Laos since the inception of the program in
October 1965. As PRAIRIE FIRE personnel operate from South Vietnam,
these casualties are listed with South Vietnam casualty figures, and
are not separately identifiable, '

-~ There is no information available on personnel stationed
in South Vietnam who have been killed in protective reaction operations,

2, The total number of US military personnel killed in Laos since
1 July 1962, not as a result of hostile action is 8. They were all killed
in aircraft operations. A list is at Tab B.

3. The total number of US military personnel killed in Laos since
1 July 1962, in air operations as a result of hostile actions is 132.
A list is at Tab C.

Enclosure 1

Copy. // of é; Copies
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DEATHS OF U. S. MILITARY PERSONNEL

AS THE RESULT OF HOSTILE ACTION IN LAOS
20 January 1969 - 28 February 1970

In Other Than Air Action

MILITARY
DATE NAME RANK SERVICE
10 Feb 1969 BUSH, Joseph K. Jr. CAPT ARMY

This information is based on a search of existing records and these may not
be complete. There is no way to guarantee its accuracy and thus it is subject
to change.
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DEATHS OF U. S. MILITARY PERSONNEL

IN LAOS NOT THE RESULT OF HOSTILE ACTION
20 January 1969 - 28 February 1970

In Aircraft Operatioms

MILITARY
DATE NAME RANK SERVICE

19 Aug 1969 WERBISKI, Phillip M. MAT ARMY

19 Aug 1969 NELSON, Robert M. CAPT ARMY

1 Nov 1969 LYTLE, Richard W, MAJ ATR FORCE

This information is based on a search of existing records and these may not be
complete. However, there is no way to guarantee its accuracy and thus it is
subject to change.
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s
25 Oct 1966
25 Oct 1966

3 Aug 1967
28 Aug 1968

28 Aug 1968

DEATHS OF U. S. MILITARY PERSONNEL

IN LAOS NOT THE RESULT OF HOSTILE ACTION

July 1962 - 20 January 1969

In Aircraft Operations

NAME

GREEN, Robert B.

NANCE, Richard A.
BISCHOFF, John W.
MILLER, Robert C.

PHILLIPS, Elbers A,

SSGT

AlC

CAPT

MAJ

TSGT

MILITARY

SERVICE

AIR FORCE
AIR FORCE
AIR TORCE
ATR FORCE

ATR FORCE
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DEATHS OF U. §. MILITARY PERSONNEL

AS THE RESULT OF HOSTILE ACTION IN LAOS
20 January 1969 - 28 February 1970

In Air Action

MILITARY

DATE NAME ' RANK SERVICE

5 Feb 1969 LYNN, Homer M. Jr. MAJ ATR FORCE
5 Feb 1969 NIGCLE, Harry T. LTCOL ATIR FORCE
5 Feb 1969 OLSON, Robert E. MAJ AIR FORCE
5 Feb 1969 BURKE, Walter F. CAPT ATR FORCE
5 Feb 1969 HATTON, Wilton N. | MSGT ATR FORCE
5 Feb 1969 CLEVER, Louis J. TSGT ATR FORCE
5 Feb 1969 SHERBURN, Hugh L. TSGT ATIR FORCE
5 Feb 1969 DORSEY, James V. Jr. ' SSGT ATR FORCE
5 Feb 1969 GOTT, Rodney H. SSGT ATR FORCE
5 Feb 1969 MC NEILL, Clarence L. 5GT AIR FORCE
12 Feb 1969 COLASUONNO, Vincent MAJ AIR FORCE
15 Feb 1969 NIEDECKEN, William C. LTJG NAVY

9 Mar 1969 REX, Robert F. | CAPT ATR FORCE
17 Mar 1969 DINAN, David T. III 1ST LT ATR FORCE
21 Mar 1969 LOVELACE, Charles K. MAJ ATR FORCE
28 Mar 1969 DAVENPORT, Robert D. CAPT ATIR FORCE
28 Mar 1969 JUSTICE, William P. CAPT ATR FORCE
31 Mar 1969 CARPENTER, Ramey L. LT NAVY

This information is based on a search of existing records and these may not be
complete. There is no way to guarantee its accuracy and thus it is subject to
change.
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. MILITARY
DATE NAME RANK SERVICE.
31 Mar 1969 WHITE, Danforth E. : CDR NAVY
3 Apr 1969 CHRISTIANSON, Peter B, MAJ AIR FORCE
20 Apr 1969 BACH, John J. TIII ' CAPT AIR FORCE
22 Apr 1969 . SCOTT, Vincent C. Jr. CAPT AIR PORCE
22 Apr 1969 VAN CLEAVE, Walter S. LTCOL AIR FORCE
26 Apr 1969 EAST, James B. Jr. MAJ ATIR FORCE
4 May 1969 ADAMS, Michael T. CAPT ATR FORCE
17 May 1969 STEWART, Virgil G. CAPT AIR FORCE
24 May 1969 TAYLOR, Cecil F. SSGT ATR FORCE
24 May 1969 TROGLEN, Jackie W. SSGT ATR FORCE
23 Jun 1969 _ SAGE, Leland C. C. LT NAVY
2 Jul 1969 FLINN, John L. CAPT ATR FORCE
8 Jul 1969 SIZEMORE, James E. MAJ ATIR FORCE
8 Jul 1969 ANDRE, Howard V. Jzr. MAJ ATR FORCE
20 Jul 1969 SMILEY, Stanley K. LT NAVY
25 Aug 1969 SANDERS, Steven R, MAJ ATR FORCE
6 Nov 1969 HONEY, Richard L. 1STLT ATR FORCE
5 Dec 1969 DAVISON, David M. AlC ATR FORCE
8 Dec 1969 DICE, Carl R. MAJ ATR FORCE
22 Dec 1969 BURRIS, Donald D. Jr. CWO ~ ARMY *
5 Jan 1970 BURNES, Robert W. 18TLT MARINE CORPS
5 Jan 1970 ROBINSON, Larry W. ‘ MAJ MARINE CORPS

7 Jan 1970 ZUMBRUN, James H. SFC ARMY
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DATE
10 Jan 1970
11 Jan 1970
15 Jan 1970

11 Feb 1970

* Investigation of cause and circumstances in this

completed.

NAME
LEHECKA, John A.
CHORLINS, Richard D.

WARREN, Tommy R.

- KIEFFER, William L. Jr.

18T LT

CAPT

MAJ

" LTCOL

MILITARY

SERVICE

AIR FORCE
AIR FORCE
ATR FORCE

ATR FORCE

case has not been
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15

18

19

11

22
29
29
14

24

19
19

29

13

25

DATE

Jul
Nov
Feb
Apx
Jun
Dec
Dec
Feb
Feb
Mar
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
May

May

1963
1964
1965
1965
1965
1965
1965
1966
1966
1966

1966

1966 -

1966
1966
1966
1966

1966

DEATHS OF U. S. MILITARY PERSONNEL

AS THE RESULT OF HOSTILE ACTION IN LAOS
1 July 1962 - 20 January 1969

In Aixr Action

NAME RANK
PARKS, Raymond F. ' 8SGT
MARTIN, William R, CAPT
RONCA, Robert F. MAJ
SWANSON, William E. LT
CORDERO, William E. MAJ
RAWSTHORNE, Edgar A. CDR
HILL, Arthur §. Jr. LT
HILLS, John R. MAJ
HETRICK, Raymond H. CAPT
WORST, Karl E,. CAPT
WALKER, Thomas T. CAPT
BARNETT, Robert R. CAPT
ROBBINS, Richard J. CAPT
BROWN, Joseph O. CAPT
EGAN, William P. LTCDR
FARROW, David A. MAJ

HUNTER, ROBERT G. 18TLT

MILITARY
SERVICE
ARMY

ATIR FORCE
AIR FORCE
NAVY

AIR FORCE
NAVY

NAVY

ATIR FORCE
ATR FORCE
ATR FORCE
ATIR FORCE
ATIR FORCE
AIR FORCE
ATR FORCE
NAVY

ATR FORCE

ATR FORCE
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10

28

28

28

20
20
10
29
10
14
17
17
31
31
31
31
31
16
22
22

25

Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun
Aug
Oct
Oct
Nov
Nov
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Feb
Feb
Feb

Feb

May

1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967

1967

PACKARD, Dan B.
WOLFE, Thomas H.
DUDLEY, Charles G.
CAVALLI, Anthony F.
BURNS, John R.
WAGENER, David R.
TOFFERI, Charles E.
O'BRIEN, John L.
ROPER, John M.
GAULEY, James P.
TYSZKIEWICZ, Arthur K.
COGDELL, William K.
KROGMAN, Alva R.
KUBLEY, Roy R.
WALKER, Lloyd F.
MULHAUSER, Harvey
BARDEN, Howard L.
MIYAZAKI, Ronald K.
PULLARA, Angelo
CAMPBELL, Dwight S.
SHOLL, Robert L.
HART, Joseph L.
CARLOCK, Ralph L.

ROGERS, Charles E.

CAPT
CAPT
CAPT
1STLT
CAPT
CAPT

CAPT

MAJ
CAPT
LTCDR
CAPT
18TLT

CAPT

CAPT
CAPT
AlC

CAPT
CAPT
CAPT

LTCOL

ATR

AIR

ATR

AIR

AIR

AIR

ATR

AIR

ATR

AIR

FORCE

'FORCE

FORCE
FORCE
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STEVENS, Philip P.
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MANCINI, Richard M.
ROBERTS, Michael L.
WIDON, Kenneth H.

SIOW, Gale R.

THURESEN, Donald N.
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MARTIN, James E.
HARTZHEIM, John F.
DRISCOLL, Francis M.
BYRNE, Joseph H.
COLLINS, Guy F.
HERTLEIN, George B. III
KUHLMANN, Charlés ¥,
NEWBERRY, Wayne E.
WESTER, Albert D.
LAWRENCE, Gregory P.
SIEGWALT, Marlin L.
BALLOU, Charles D,

MC BRIDE, EDWARD E.
PIRRUCCELLO, Joseph S. Jr.
GREENHALGH, Terry L.
MARTIN, Walter W.
FLEMING, Richard A.
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BOLTON, Wayne F.
KURTYKA, George A,
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QUESTION 5. Do the figures revealed by the President on March 6 include
all personnel who may come into Laos on TDY or brief visits in connection
with official duties in Thailand and elsewhere, What is the average number
of personnel in this category by month for the past 6 months?

The US Ambassador to Laos stated that the 228 military personnel in Laos
(plus 15 Marine Guards and one officer assigned to USIA) that were
incorporated in the President's totals included all military personnel

on TDY in Laos but did not include those on brief inspection or orientation
visits. The 228 figure obtained as of 28 February 1970.

He provided the following information,

~~ The average number of TDY personnel for the past six months was
92.

SEPT 69 OCT_69 NOV 69 DEC 69 JAN 70 FEB 70

9 87 86 87 101 97

-- The approximate number of military visitors for the past six
months was 69.

SEPT 69 OCT 69 NOV 69 DEC 69 JAN 70 FEB 70

-~ The Embassy does not maintain records on the number of civilian
visitors to Laos.

Enclosure 2

SECREF-
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QUESTION 6. The Press Corps has requested a break-out of costs of our
operations in Laos, This information has not been provided in the past
and it appears that it would be inadvisable to provide it at this time.
Your recommendations on this issue are requested,

Unless there is a policy decision to announce costs of the war in Vietnam,
it certainly would be inconsistent to announce such costs, even if they
could be accurately computed separately from Vietnam. Because our combat
operations in Laos are predominantly in the air support category, the costs
are high and could be misleading. The recommendation is made that we
continue for the present the policy of not discussing estimates of costs in
Laos. ‘ '

Enclosure 3
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HIGHLIGHTS

Cambodia's Sihanouk has indicated his willing-
ness to sign a border agreement with a Viet Cong
representative now in Phnom Penh, accept a permanent
Liberation Front representative and exchange ambas-
sadors with Hanoi in return for Viet Cong accept-
ance of Cambodia's version of the border.

I. The Military Situation in South Vietnam:
The headquarters of the US 25th Infantry Division at
Chu Chi was attacked by the Viet Cong with mortar
and recoilless rifle fire today (Para. 1). Allied
forces stepping up efforts to counter intensified
Viet Cong activity in the Saigon area (Para. 2).
Joint US - South Vietnamese Army Operation FRANKLIN/
LIEN KET 50 initiated in Quang Ngai Province in the
same area of a successful Allied operation last
March (Paras. 4-7). Another North Vietnamese regi-
ment confirmed in South Vietnam (Paras. 8-11). ©North
Vietnamese troops contract malaria in Quang Tri Prov-
ince (Paras. 12-13).

IT. Political Developments in South Vietnam:
Thich Thien Hoa, recently selected as acting chairman
of the Buddhist Institute, today issued a relatively
noncontroversial communiqus, although he probably
will soon be influenced by the Institute council's
militant majority (Paras. 1-2). Retail prices in

- Saigon have dropped for the first time since devalua-

tion measures were announced last month (Para. 3).
A more complete profile of candidates for the con-
stitutional assembly elections in Saigon, Gia Dinh
Province, and I Corps has been received (Paras. 4-8).

III. North Vietnamese Military Developments:

There is nothing of significance to report.
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V. Communist Political Developments: A
comparison of recent Chinese Communist and North
Vietnamese comments on the role of the Geneva
agreements in any future settlement of the war re-
veals a basic identity of view (Paras. 1-4).

VI. Other Major Aspects: Cambodia's Sihanouk ..
bas indicated a readiness to sign a border agreement
with the Viet Cong (Paras. 1-3). The Laotian Com-
munists have raised the issue of their treatment of
captured US pilots and hinted at the possible re-
lease of one of them (Para. 4).

26 July 1966
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their activities in the Saigon area, possibly hop-

I. THE MILITARY SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM

1. Viet Cong guerrillas attacked the headquarters
of the US 25th Infantry Division at Cu Chi in Hau . 'n
Nghia Province on 26 July with an estimated 135 rounds
of mortar and recoilless rifle fire. The base camp-.
is located 18 miles northwest of Saigon on the edge
of a rubber plantation in a forested area that has
long been a Viet Cong stronghold. According to pre-
liminary reports, there were no fatalities, but 18
Americans were wounded, two seriously. Damage to
property and facilities was reported as’ insignifi-
cant.

2. The Viet Cong. have apparently intensified

ing to take some of the pressure off their forces
in Quang Tri Province where Communist units are
suffering heavy losses from allied Operation
HASTINGS. To counter their activity, allied forces
have stepped up "harassing and interdiction" ar-
tillery barrages against Viet Cong positions

around Saigon.

3. One battalion of the 6th Royal Australian
Regiment initiated Operation HOBART, a search-and-
destroy operation approximately 40 miles southeast
of Saigon in Phuoc Tuy Province, on 24 July.
Yesterday, contact was made with an estimated
company-size Viet Cong force. Three Australians
were killed and 16 wounded. Enemy losses are
not known.

26 July 1966
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Background of New Operation in Quang Ngai

4. Two US Marine battalions and three South
Vietnamese Army battalions have begun Operation
FRANKLIN/LIEN KET 50 in an area along the coast in
northern Quang Ngai Province. The concept of this
clearing operation is to establish blocking posi-
tions along Route 1 and then attack eastward in an
attempt to capture or destroy enemy troops and
equipment located between Route 1 and the sea. Two
battalions of the lst Viet Cong Regiment and one
battalion of the 21st North Vietnamese Army (NVA)
Regiment are reported to be in the area.

5. A similar USMC/ARVN operation, called
UTAH/LIEN KET 26, contacted elements of the 21st
NVA Regiment in the same area in early March 1966.
The enemy lost 586 killed, as against Allied losses
of 113 killed (83 US). Many of the enemy dead were
North Vietnamese.

7. Since then, if current Viet Cong/NVA
practices have been observed, many of the casual-
ties the 21st suffered in March have been replaced

by southerners. |

26 July 1966
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New North Vietnamese Regiment .

8. MACV has accepted another North Vietnamese
Army Regiment in South Vietnam. This unit, the
North Vietnamese 3rd Regiment, has a strength of
1,500 men and is located in Quang Tin Province. It
is believed that the 3rd Regiment is subordinate to
the 620th NVA Division. The date of arrival of
this unit is not presently known. It is the nine-
teenth North Vietnamese regiment confirmed to date
in South Vietnam.

9. MACV has also confirmed four support bat-
talions of the 620th Division. These are the RQ 20
Signal Battalion with a strength of 300 men, the
RQ 22 75-mm. Recoilless Rifle Battalion with a
strength of 300, and the RQ 23 120-mm. Mortar Bat-
talion with a strength of 300 and the RQ 24 Engineer
Battalion with a strength of 150. All four of these
units had been carried in the "possible category
for some months. They are also located in Quang
Tin Province.

10. Units of the 620th Division have been re-
ported in recent weeks preparing for offensive
action in the Quang Tin - Quang Nam border area
of I Corvs, specifically in the Hiep Duc - Loc¢c Son
area.

11. MACV has dropped the 31lst NVA regiment
from its order of battle for lack of information.
With these actions, the current confirmed North
Vietnamese strength in South Vietnam now stands
at 41,360 men. Another 1,100 men are carried in
the probable or possible categories.

26 July 1966
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North Vietnamese TroopsContract Malaria

12, Malaria is suspected in the deaths of two
of three North Vietnamese Army (NVA) soldiers who
were captured in northern Quang Tri Province by al-
lied units participating in Operation HASTINGS.

The third soldier is in a’delirious condition "and
is also apparently suffering from malaria. Three
of the nine NVA personnel previously interrogated
were also suspected of having malaria. These men
stated that they were issued antimalaria pills dur-
ing their infiltration into South Vietnam. MACV
comments that in all probability, personnel of the
324B NVA Division contracted malaria since their ar-
rival in Quang Tri Province and the number of per-
sonnel suffering from malaria in the division may
be as high as ten percent.

13. Sometimes malaria rates run much higher.

26 July 18366
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II. POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN SOUTH VIETNAM

1. Thich Thien Hoa, recently appointed as act-
ing chairman of the Buddhist Institute, today signed
an Institute communique that called upon its follow-
ers not to conduct protest suicides against the gov-
ernment. A young Buddhist monk recently died as a
result of burns he sustained on 21 July. Police
classified the incident as murder, stating that the
monk claimed he was set afire against his will. Al-
though today's communique was directed specifically
against suicides, it probably was intended indirectly
to refute government claims that the monk's death
was not a bona fide suicide.

2. The US Embassy has commented that although
Thien Hoa is considered relatively nonpolitical,
he will probably be dominated by the militant sup-
porters of Tri Quang on the Institute council. For
example, several communiqués issued last month and
representing militant interests were signed by Thien
Hoa. Press reports today speculated that a Buddhist
Insitute policy statement would soon be issued that
would reassert Buddhist opposition to the government.

Break Reported in Saigon Price Rise

3. For the first time since early June, retail
prices in Saigon dropped slightly during the week
ending 18 July. The prices of most imported commodi-
ties also dropped for the first time since the gov-
ernment's devaluation measures went into effect last
month. Prior to these decreases, prices had risen
some 30 percent since early June. The US Embassy
has reported no significant changes 'in the economic
situation since 18 July.

Election Developments

4. A recent report from ﬁhe‘embassy permits
some insight into the numbers and types of candi-
dates who will be standing for election to the Na-
tional Constitutional Assembly in September.

26 July 1966
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Information so far includes only I Corps and Saigon
with surrounding Gia Dinh Province. In these areas,
a total of 43 seats are being contested by 322 regu-
lar and alternate candidates, of whom only 27 are
active military. By area, the number of seats are:

I Corps, 17; Saigon, 16; and Gia Dinh, 10. A total
of 12 electoral districts are involved, including
the two municipalities of Hue and Da Nang in I Corps.

5. Registered candidates in the I Corps zone
now stand at 87, while Saigon and Gia Dinh Province
show 138 and 97, respectively. However, these fig-
ures will probably be subject to some shrinkage as
a result of resignations and screenings by locai
election councilsg.

6. Initial screening of candidates in the Da
Nang area has resulted in the dropping of two two-
man slates: one composed of municipal councilors
who were disqualified on the basis of affiliationwith
the recent anti-GVN "struggle" movement; the other for
having one candidate:” who had not met military serv-
ice requirements and another who was a dismissed
civil servant. In Saigon, the original 39 lists
filed had already shrunk to 26 by the time the
election council eliminated four others. Of the
four eliminated, one list was disqualified because
of the alleged Communist connections of one of its
members, the other three were disqualified for a
lack of sufficient documentation. There apparently
has been no action on the original 16 lists regis-
tered in Gia Dinh Province. All c¢andidates disquali-
fied as a result of action by local election coun-
cils._ have a right to appeal to the Centxal Election
Council, whose decision will be final.

7. Political affiliations of the registered
candidates in the Saigon/Gia Dinh area are somewhat
ephemeral, whereas in the I Corps area, not unex-
pectedly, the nationalist parties-~the VNQDD and
the Dai Viet~~largely dominate the political pic-
ture. Thirty nine of the 87 candidates in I Corps
are VNQDD members or affiliates, and at least six
Dai Viets are running. Almost no "struggle" members

26 July 1966
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have shown up among the candijidates running in I
Corps, nor have any strong religious groupings
appeared.

8. In the Saigon area, several lists are
grouped vaguely around political personalities,
such as former chief of state Phan Khac Suu and
Dai Viet political leader Dan Van Sung in the
first electoral district, and municipal council
head La Thanh Nghe, who is running two slates
in the second district. In Gia Dinh Province,
the most notable political personality is Dr.
Phan Quang Dan, leader of the National Democratic
Bloc,who has fiélded one slate in each of the prov-
ince's two electoral districts.

26 July 1966
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ITI. MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS IN NORTH VIETNAM

1. There is nothing of significance to report.

26 July 1966
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IV. OTHER COMMUNIST MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS

4. The activity at Yen Bai has primarily
been associated with the construction of an air-
field. However, recent photographic analysis in-
dicates that .this project involves mich more:
over 700 new military buildings dispersed through-
out the hills have been identified in this area.
In terms of its size and apparent priority, this
is the most ambitious project the Chinese are now
undertaking in North Vietnam.

26 July 1966
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V. COMMUNIST POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS

l. The differing propaganda treatment by the
Chinese and North Vietnamese of the role of the 1954
Geneva agreements in a possible settlement of the
Vietnam war was highlighted in recent days. A close
examination of their statements, however, reveals
that their positions are actually very close. Pe-
king's comments reflect consistent antipathy toward
even discussing the possibility of a political set-
tlement of the war, while Hanoi tends to emphasize
how closely its four points parallel the Geneva
Accords.

2. Chinese officials in the past two weeks
have claimed that US actions in Vietnam have in ef-
fect torn up the Geneva Accords. This, Peking
claims, has resulted in the destroying of the line
of demarcation between North and South Vietnam and
the "further" removal of the restriction on Chinese
assistance to the Vietnamese. In addition, Peking
propaganda has ruled out any proposals for the re-
convening of the Geneva conference and any "peace
talks" connected with the accords short of a total
US capitulation. An NCNA broadcast on 24 July
described Indian Prime Minister Gandhi‘s proposal
along this line as a "plot"™ undertaken in collusion
with the Soviet leaders and asserted that it was
"absurd to prate at this time about solving the
Vietnam question in accordance with these non-
existent agreements."

3. Peking's attack on the Geneva Accords was
not, however, directed at the actual provisions of
the agreements. Rather, the Chinese appeared to be
using their propaganda diatribe against the accords
as part of an appeal for greater unity between North
and South Vietnam and to stiffen the resolve of the
Vietnamese Communists by offering hints of further
Chinese assistance.

26 July 1966
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4. The North Vietnamese, for their part, have
consistently maintained that their four-point solu-
tion for settling the war contains the main pro-
visions of the Geneva agreements and as such provides
the sole just solution to the Vietnam problem. This
stand was most recently illustrated in an authorita-
tive Commentator article in the DRV party daily
Nhan Dan on 24 July. The Nhan Dan article gave the
most detailed explanation of the four points in
some time. In addition, it strongly criticized
third nation proposals calling for the reconvening
of the Geneva conference claiming that they do not
deal with the basic issue of US aggression and "in
practice are not far from the viewpoint of the Amer-
ican aggressors " Without mentioning Mrs. Gandhi's
proposal, Commentator chided "a number of persons®
who in their efforts to bring about a settlement
of the Vietnam problem hesitate to condemn strongly
the US violation of the Geneva Accords. The article
implied that there is no point in reconvening a
Geneva conference to secure US compliance with pro-
visions already adequately ocutlined in the 1954
agreement and incorporated in the DRV's own posi-
tion for which there is "no alternative.”

26 July 1966
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Captured US Pilots in Laos

4. The Laotian Communists have raised the is-
sue of their treatment of captured US pilots by
broadcasting an alleged appeal for release by US
Air Force pilot David Hrdlicka. The broadcast of
26 July over the clandestine Pathet Lao radio con-
tained a tape recording supposedly by Hrdlicka
admitting to "crimes" against the Laotian people and
thanking the Pathet Lao for the good treatment he
has received. The request for release was not in
the taped portion but was carried only in the Lao-
tian language translation. The broadcast gave no
hint that the release of the pilot will be effected.
A likely opportunity for such a release--the anni-
versary of the Laotian Geneva Accords on 25 July--

passed with no mention of such a gesture of amnesty.

26 July 1966
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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD
14 APRIL 1988
SUBJECT: TELEPHONIC INTERVIEW WITH <pvedce

1. ON 12 APR 1988, DIA RECEIVED A TELEPHONE CALL FROM A
MEMBER OF VICE PRESIDENT BUSH'S STAFF INDICATING THAT
SougLr HAD BEEN IN CONTACT WITH THE OFFICE OF THE ¥P
AND HAS INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE PW/MIA ISSUE. o
Sovete WAS CONTACTED ON 13 1588 TELEPHONICALLY IN ALABAMA
(7 . ..BY VO-PW. HE STATED THAT HE SAW A
CAUCASIAN AT WATTAY AIRPORT IN VIENTIANE, LAOS, ON EITHER ¢
OR 5 MAY 1887 AND WAS TOLD BY AN ETHNIC LAO FRIEND THAT THE
CAUCASIAN WAS A FORMER U.S. PW WHO STAYED BEHIND AFTER THE

‘WAR.

Sevele  CLAIMS THAT HE SOUGHT A VISA THROUGH THE LAO
EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON, .DC. IT HAD BEEN HIS PLAN TO SEEK ..
INFORMATION ON U.S. PWS WHILE HE WAS IN LAOS. IN ORDER TO
DISGUISE HIS PURPOSE, HE PASSED HIMSELF OFF TO THE LAO AS A
NATIVE AMERICAN WHO WAS INTERESTED IN THE WELFARE OF THE LAO
PEOPLE. TO BOLSTER THAT IMAGE, %se¢e STATES, HE CARRIED
$800.00 OF UNSPECIFIED MEDICINES AND VARIOUS CHILDREN'S
ATHLETIC EQUIPMENT ON HIS TRIP. HE TRANSITED BANGKOK,
THAILAND AND ARRIVED IN VIENTIANE SOMETIME IN APRIL 1987
UPON ARRIVAL AT WATTAY AIRPORT, VIENTIANE sccetr SAYS HE WAS
DETAINED THERE FOR 62 1/2 HOURS'WHILE THE LAO CLEARED HIM
THROUGH CUSTOMS; HIS PAPERWORK WAS NOT IN ORDER, HE
SURMISED.

3. ON EITHER 4 OR 5 MAY 1987 w4 WAS AT THE WATTAY
AIRPORT. FROM A VANTAGE POINT INSIDE THE TERMINAL, WHERE EE

" WAS STANDING WITH HIS LAO FRIEND, CHOMPHENG RAJAVONE, HE SAW

A CAUCASIAN MALE WALKING FROM A QUONSET HUT TOWARD AN OFFICE
BUILDING., THE DISTANCE TO THE CAUCASIAN WAS 75 YARDS.
CLAIMED THAT THE DISTANCE PREVENTED HIM FROM DISTINGUISHING
FEATURES BUT THAT HE WAS ABLE TO NOTICE THAT THE MAN WAS
WEARING A NONDESCRIPT HAT, TAN SHIRT AND TROUSERS. HE
APPEARED HEALTHY, APPROXIMATELY 5°10" TALL AND APPROXIMATELY
150. TO 170 POUNDS IN WEIGHT. THE CAUCASIAN WAS ACCOMPANIED
BY AN ORIENTAL, ASSUMED TO BE LAO, IN A TAN MILITARY
UNIFORM.

4. RESPONDING TO A QUESTION FROM Sovceté ABOUT THE NATIONALITY
OF THE CAUCASIAN, CHOMPHENG REPLIED THAT HE WAS A FORMER
U.S. PW WHO HAD ELECTED TO REMAIN BEHIND IN LAOS AFTER THE

?SECRET; 3 004
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CHOMPHENG AND HIS ADDRESS, AND REQﬁESTED AMEMB BANGKOK TO

PROVIDE ANY INFORMATION Y HAVE ON HIS ACTIVITIES IN
SEA. WE ALSO REQUESTED O FORWARD ANY REPORTS THEY
MAY HOLD ON CHOMPHENG AND THE PW-MIA TEAM IN BANGKOK TO

LOCATE AND INTERVIEW <uf fovece =~ . WHO IS REPORTEDLY AT

 NAPHO CAMP AND 1S A FORMER AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER WHO HAD

WORKED AT WATTAY. AN SDR WAS DRAFTED ON 15 APRIL THAT
PROVIDED REQUIREMENTS FOR THAT INTERVIEW. ’ o

10. A FURTHR INTERVIEW OF Smiai 1 WILL BE CONDUCTED ON 19
APRIL IN WHICH A THOROUGH EXPLORATION OF HIS PAST ACTIVITIES
IN THE PW/MIA ISSUE WILL BE ELICITED AS WELL AS A DAY-BY-DAY
DESCRIPTION OF EVENTS DURING HIS VISIT TO LAOS IN 1987.
ADDITIONALLY, HIS RELATIONSHIPS WITH LAO AND THAI NATIONALS
WILL BE EXPLORED, PARTICULARLY THE EVENTS SURROUNDING HIS

RELATIONSHIP WITH CHOMPHENG.

QNALQ:T
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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20340-
_DIA EVALUATION OF PW/MIA INFORMATION
PROVIDED BY AMERICAN CITIZEW

SIMMARY: Source stated that he saw a Caucasian male at Wattay Afrport,
Yientiane, Laos, in May 1987, who was said to have been an American prisocners of
war who elected to stay in Laos. ,

DETAIL: During interviews with DIA in April 1988, .spwete stated that on
Z or § May 1987, while being loosely detained in the customs section of the
terminal at Wattay Airport in Vientiane City, Laos. he saw a male Caucasian’
walking between buildings outside the terminal,Sevese. viewed the man through the
window at an estimated distance of 75 yards. Accompanied by an oriental in a tan
uniform, the Caucasian had exited from a quonset hut and was walking across an
open area toward a small building. ssuewe described the Caucasian as approximately
five feet ten inches tall, 150-170 pounds, healthy, and wearing a tan shirt and

. trousers and a hat. During the sightingswee was standing next to a Lao national

who had pointedly struck up an acquaintance some hours earlier. The Lao had
introduced himself as Chompheng Rajavong and had claimed that he worked as an air
controller at the airport. - Aftersos&s asked Chompheng who-the Caucasian might
be, Chompheng departed and réturned after a short interval stating that the man
was an American PW from the war who had opted to remain in Laos. Chompheng
furnished the purported American's name and said that the man was married to a
Lao woman, had two children, and worked running the Yientiane Power Plant.

AMALYSIS: In response to a DIA request, the American Embassy at Vientiane
confirmed the presence of xwie at Wattay during May 1987. soswee had tried to
enter Laos without proper documentation. U.S.. Embassy personnel had had several
meetings withswvei at the afrport while he was kept there. Commenting on the
Caucasian sighted by sezze= the Embassy 2alluded to various types of westerners
known to have business at Wattay and who may have been seen there. No Americans
were known to be among them. The power plant in Vientiane {is inoperative.
Vientiane City gets its electricity from the Nam Ngun plant. Across the street
from the Yientiane plant is the Swedish Embassy's Guest House and tennis courts
and, in the opinien of the American Embassy staff, if an American worked there,
that knowledge wouid quickly become common in the small western community of
Yientiane. :

USDAO Bangkok PW/MIA Team personnel interviewed a Lao refugee {n Thailand in May
1988, who had been an air controller at Wattay for several years prior to his
departure from Laos. Although this source provided a 1ist of air controllers at
Wattay, Chompheng Rajavong was not on it. Only Soviet and Soviet Bloc advisors
were known to frequent the airfield.

SECRET 2 e
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CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES, THAT HE WAS MARRIED TO AN ETHNIC
LAO, AND HAD TWO CHILDREN ACCORDING TO CHOMPHENG, THE
AMERICAN WORKED AT THE VIENTIANE ELECTRIC POWER PLANT
CHOMPHENG ALSO PROVIDED A NAME FOR THIS ALLEGED AMERICAN,
BUT HIS PRONUNCIATION OF THE NAME WAS SO BAD, sov#¢e WROTE IT
DOWN IN FOUR VERSIONS. Sov&lr DEPARTED LAOS ON 6 MAY 1987,
TRANSITING BANGKOK, AND RETURNED TO THE UNITED STATES.

5. Sevel& 1 STATED THAT CHOMPHENG RAJAVONG WAS AN EMPLOYEE OF -
LAO AVIATION AS AN AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER AND HAD GIVEN Sueeg
THE - ADDRESS, POST OFFICE BOX 118, VIENTIANE. THE SUBJECT OF
CHOMPHENG WAS NOT PURSUED FURTHER DURING THIS SEGMENT OF THE
VO-PW INTERVIEW WITH 4o&sd

€ Scvfle RELATED THAT DURING THE FIRST WEEK OF SEPTEMBER

. 1987 HE CONTACTED MR. MARK WAPLE BY TELEPHONE IN
FAYETTEVILLE, NC. <ev2te HAD READ AN ARTICLE ABOUT THE .
SMITH/MCINTYRE CASE IN A LOCAL NEWSPAPER AND, SINCE HE WAS

. SEEKING FINANCING TO.RETURN TO LAOS, HE FELT WAPLE MIGHT BE
ABLE TO HELP. WAPLE INVITED<scg(¢ TO FAYETTEVILLE, AND Soieler
VISITED WAPLE ON 9 SEPTEMBER 1987. WHEN Soufie SHOWED WAPLE
THE FOUR VERSIONS OF THE NAME, WAPLE PICKED OUT THE NAME TOM
HART AND SAID THAT HART'S WIFE WAS ONE OF HIS CLIENTS. AT
‘FIRST $ydlc WAS VERY RELUCTANT TO PROVIDE THE VO-PW
INTERVIEWER WITH HART'S NAME. HE CLAIMED LATER THAT HE WAS
TO MEET WITH MRS. HART AND WAPLE IN WAPLE'S OFFICE IN
FAYETTEVILLE ON 18 MAY 1988 WHEN THEY WOULD DISCUSS WHAT
Sovers SAW AND HOW sevfrs MIGHT FINANCE ANOTHER TRIP TO LAOS IN
ORDER TO CONTACT TOM HART.

7. Sevete WHO HAS THE ALIAS “SovglE ." SAID HE ENTERED THE

RioGLaPAMCAL TDATA

8. ON 13 APRIL 1988, VO-PW CONTACTED ARMY CASUALTY, WHICH
HOLDS MICROFICHE RECORDS OF ALL RETIREES, REQUESTING ‘THAT
Ssvfleg 'S SERVICE BE VERIFIED.

9. ON 15 APRIL 18988, VO-PW DISPATCHED A MESSAGE OUTLINING
THE CASE. WE REQUESTED SECSTATE TO VERIFY Soortc  VISA
APPLICATION WITH THE LAO EMBASSY, REQUESTED AMEMB VIENTIANE
TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER <Stvtls VISITED LAOS DURING APR-MAY 1987,
INFORMATION ON ANY CAUCASIAN APPEARING INDIVIDUALS WORKING
AT THE VIENTIANE POWER PLANT AND SOLICITED COMMENTS ON

) 0605
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Imagery analysis of the Hattay airfie]d showed no quonset hut 1ess than 1000
meters from the terminal. There are buildings within view of the terminal that
could be those seen and described by Socete they are an estimated 150 meters away.

Errors in distance and description notwithstanding, there is no reason to suspect
Sovkle was not truthful in his account. However, it is doubtful that the o
individual who called himself Chompheng Rajavong was an air controller at Wattay.

DIA concurs with the American Embassy Vientfane that, if an American stay-behind
was in Yientiane and worked at the power plant, it would have been known to the
western community there. There is no other reporting that would support the
presence of an American stay-behind in Yientiane.

DIA EVALUATION:

The Caucasian sighted by <ueis was not an unaccounted-for
American. '

- DATE OF EYLUATION: 15 July 1988.

CATEGORY: ﬁon-American Caucésian.

d 008
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" GIVEN FOR THIS AMERICAN WHICH sci2«c WROTE DOWN IN FOUR WAYS DUE TO -

NOFORN WNINTEL

PAGE:0014

- RUNNING THE VIENTIANE ELECTRIC POWER PLANT. THIS AMERICAN IS SAID - --—

TO BE MARRIED TO A LAO NATIONAL AND HAS TWO CHILDREN. A NAME WAS .

PAGE 03 RUEKJCS8816 SECRE T )
THE DIFFICULT-TO-UNDERSTAND WAYCHOMPHENG PRONOUNCED IT. sevtdl

'RETURNED TO THE US, ACCORDING TO HIS STATEMENTS, ON 6 MAY 1987 VIA

BANGEKOK TH.
C.secace CLAIMS HE OBTAINED & VISA FOR HIS VISIT TO LAOS FROM THE

VLAO EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON DC, AND TRAVELLED TO LAOS IN APRIL 198T7. . T

AFTER ARRIVAL, w.ut¢ STATES, HE WAS DETAINED AT WATTAY AIRPORT FOR
62 HOURS UNTIL HE WAS CLEARED. NO EXPLANATION FOR THIS DETENTION
WAS ELICITED DURING THIS PHASE OF THE INTERVIEWING.

. D. Sesiu STATED THAT DURING THE FIRST WEEK IN SEPTEMBER 1987,
HETELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED ATTORNEY MARK WAPLE IN FAYETTEVILLE,

" N.C. HE SAID HE LEARNED OF WAPLE THROUGH PRESS REPORTS RELATED TO

THE SMITH/MCINTYRE CASE SURROUNDING THEIR CLAIMS TO POSSESSING A
VIDEO TAPE OF AMERICAN PWS IN LAOS. ON 9 SEP 1987, swi« VISITED

'WAPLE IN FAYETTEVILLE AND PROVIDED WAPLE THE FOUR VERSIONS OF THE

NAME Scii¢eé RECEIVED FROM CHOMPHENG. ACCORDING TO spyse WAPLE
IDENTIFIED THE NAME AS THAT OF AN AMERICAN LOST IN LAOS, AND "STATED
THAT ONE OF HIS CLIENTS IS THE WIFE OF THIS AMERICAN. ‘secece IS TO -
MEET WITH WAPLE AND THE WIFE ON 18 MAY 1988, IN FAYETTEVILLE, WHERE
A DISCUSSION WILL TAKE PLACE ABOUT THE BEST MEANS OF FINAHCING

TO RETURN TO LAOS AND CONTACT THE AMERICAN .

PAGE O4 RUEKJCSBB16 SECRET

E. DIA INTERVIEW OF w«-te¢ WILL CONTINUE. IN THE INTERIM WE ARE
SEEKING TO VERIFY ASPECTS OF HIS CLAIMS.

2. {(S/wWN) FOR SECSTATE: REQUEST CON'FIRHATION SoukLE

OBTAINED TRAVEL VISA FROM LAQ EMBASSY, WASHINGTON DC, FOR APRIL
1987.

3. (S/WN) FOR AMERICAN EMBASSY VIENTIANE: REQUEST CONFIRMATION
OF <ovic, 'S VISIT TO LAOS DURING APRIL-MAY 1987, OR ANY OTHER DATE.
REQUEST ANY INFORMATION ON AND IDENTITIES OF ANY CAUCASIAN-
APPEARING INDIVIDUALS WHO WORK AT THE VIENTIAYE POWER PLANT AND MAY
HAVE BEEN AT WATTAY AIRPORT DURING MAY 1987. IF Sesa:, CHOMPHENG,
OR ADDRESS CITED FOR CHOMPHENG ARE KNOWN TO THE EM'BASSY REQUEST
COMMENTS. ALSO, REQUEST COMMENTS ON PLAUSIBILITY OF Sovécs

THAT HE WAS DETAINED FOR 62 HOURS AT WATTAY AIRPORT WHILE WAITING
CUSTOMS CLEARANCE.

¥, (sS/NF) FOR REQUEST YOU PROVIDE ANY PRIOR REPORT ON
CHOMPHENG AND HIM AND THE ADDRESS HE SUPPOSEDLY GAVE TO
PENN.

5. (S/WN) FOR AMEMB BANGKOK: REQUEST YOU PROVIDE ANY INFORMATION
¢ Secaes 'S ACTIVITIES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA THAT MAY BE KNOWN TO.
Y0U.

SECRET
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HEADER

P 1513452 APR 88

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC

INFO RUWSAAA/MAC INTEL CEN SCOTT AFB IL//INO//
RUHQHQA /USCINCPAC HONOLULU EI -
RHHMBRA/CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI
RUEALGX/SAFE

P 1513172 APR-88 :

FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW//

TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC//

" RUMJFS/AMEMB VIENTIANE LA

RUEHBK/AMEMB BANGKOK TH

. RUEHBK/USDAO BANGKOK TH//P¥-MIA//

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGION DC
INFO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARB HI
RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH

' RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC

BT
CONTROLS

SECRET NOFORNWNIHTEL -
S/NF/WN-0450/V0-PW

BODY

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE (U)
1. (S/WN) BACKGROUND: -

PAGE:0013 -- -« ...

A. ON 12 APRIL 1988, BASED ON A TIP FROM A STAFF MEMBER OF THE
OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT OF THE US. VO-PW CONDUCTED A TELEPHONE

INTERVIEW OF |  Svogee

PAGE 02 RUEKJCS8816 SECRE T

CONFIDENTIALITY IN USG CONTACTS WITH THE NEXT OF KIN OF THIS

AMERICAN. SevRls

Sevéee STATED THAT ON 4 OR 5 MAY 1987, HE WAS AT WATTAY

 REPORTED THAT WHILE ON A TRIP TO LAOS IN MAY 1987 HE SAW A~ —

" CAUCASIAN WHO HE WAS TOLD WAS A FORMER U.S. PW. Soveee

REQUESTS ’\

AIRPORT, VIENTIANE, AND SAW A CAUCASIAN, AT A DISTANCE OF 75 YARDS,

A-,WALKING FROM A QUONSET HUT TOWARD ANOTHER BUILDIKNG.
WAS ACCOMPANIED BY AN ORIENTAL, PRESUMED TO BE LAO, IN A TAN

UNIFORM. . THE CAUCASIAN WAS DESCRIBED AS HEALTHY IN APPEARANCE,
APPROXIMATELY FIVE FEET TEN INCHES TALL (5°'10"), ABOUT 150-170
POUNDS IN WEIGHT, AND WEARING A TAN SHIRT, TAN TROUSERS, AND A HAT. !

ACCORDING TO>c¢<¢< -DISTANCE PREVENTED HIM FROM DISTINGUISHING

THE CAUCASIAN

FEATURES CLEARLY AND HE DOES NOT REMEMBER ENOUGH ABOUT THE HAT TO
DESCRIBE IT. STANDING NEAR S¢ust€ INSIDE THE TERMINAL WAS AN ETHNIC

LAQ ACQUAINTANCE, CHOMPHENG RAJAVONE. . CHOMPHENG IS REPORTED BY

scex¢e TO BE AN AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER IN THE EMPLOY OF LAD AVIATION,
POST OFFICE BOX 119, VIENTIANE. WHEN scc&& ASKED WHO THE CAUCASIAN
WAS, CHOMPHENG REPORTEDLY SAID THE INDIVIDUAL WAS & FORMER AMERICAN

P¥W HHO OPTED TO REMAIN IN LAOS AND WHOSE PRESENT OCCUPATION WAS

SECRET

NOFORN WNINTEL
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= B 6. (S/NF) FOR USDAO BANGKOK//PW—HIA//. REQUEST YOU LOCATE m
INTERVIEW LAO REFUGEE SvéSovecs  , REPORTED TO BE AT
~ NAPHO. HE IS SAID TO BE A FORMER AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER AT
g - -WATTAY. SDR ONsve- ‘SHOULD ARRIVE ALMOST SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THIS '~ =+ - &
. MESSAGE. SME e

SE oo ADMIN - enethr
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DIA UASHINGTON DCﬁIVO%PU//

R -4

PR ThE T el e e ANENB VIENTIANE gx‘ 51 x %?‘3rfni*??f???¥f‘

R Anzna BANGKOK TH:H;F 5”**:1 SR e

5
Y T TR o O M DR -;SECSTA?E HASHINGIG&‘DCf?EAP?VLC// r Fee
&
£
i
&

T S T S N TN S HSDAO BANGKOK THILE@:&IAZILAu; R T N AL

Frpriogn AR RHATTT 'CIA WASHINGTON DCAZ VEIT FMnrrgde
INFO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI |
JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH
- NSC WASHINGTON DC
SECRET NOFORN WNINTEL B
S S/NF/UN-D450/V0-PY
Lo . SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE ({8}
: | 1. {S/UN} BACKGROUND: L s
i;' L Ty osrneAgl TON 12 APRIL 1988 BASED OR- A TIP FRon A sTAFF REMBER OF TH
.;3;.¢g;gj-;ggg3 ‘achzgs OF . THE VICE PRESIDENT *OF raﬁ-ﬁs,*vo pu- CERPOCEEREHRECERS
% ' CINTERVIEW OF © Scotts . RESIDENT OF ALABAMA.
REPORTED THAT WHILE ON A TRIP TO LAOS IN MAY 1987 HE SAU A
CAUCASIAN WHO HE UAS TOLD WAS A FORMER U.S. PU. Se0ets  REQUES
CONFIDENTIALITY IN USG CONTACTS WITH THE NEXT OF KIN OF THIS

DIA/NNIC/VO/VO-PU

HYP/V0-PU/X50501/DAB

-Pu s (R
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APPROXIMATELY FIVE FEET TEN INCHES TALL {S'IU"}1

HALKING FROH A GUONSET HUT TONARD ANOTHER BUILDING-

,~4 Sevate STATED THAT' oN q oR 5 MAYS Iﬁé?s HE "WAS AT WATTAY
AIRPORT VIENTIANE1 AND sau A caucASIAn, AT A 'DISTANCE YOf ?5 YARDSs

v,&

THE CAUCASIAN

D BE LAl ‘gubs.ggconpauisp BY AN ORIENTALa Pazsunzn-ro BE LAQ,. ﬁ”l‘TXn-S
THE "CAUCASIAN WAS DESCRIBED -AST aEiLTHY IN LEPERRENCE -

T

ABOUT, 150-170

AND UEARING A TAN SHIRTs TAN TROUSERS. AND A HAT.

ACCORDING TO sceeww -DISTANCE PREVENTED Hin FROH DISTINGUISHING

FEATURES CLEARLY AND- HE DOES NOT REMEMBER ENOUGH -ABOUT THE HAT T0

CHOMPHENG RAJAVONE.

D2 . . i
- AMERICAN.  <oofle

' HE Whifr

2y £ONTE

551}??%;'

SFenc . 3y - IBNIFORM.
POUNDS IN WEIGHT-
DESCRIBE IT-
LAO ACQUAINTANCEw
SosALE

300 POST.OFFICEIBOX 1194

VIENTIANE-

STANDING NEAR <eurte INSIDE THE TERMINAL UWAS AN ETHNIC

'(Honpﬂzﬁs IS REPORTED BY

TO BE AN AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER IN' THE EMPLOY OF LAO AVIATION.

WHEN Sccste ASKED mHo THE CAUCASIAN
.;gué, MEiT - & ,,gasﬂ LHONPHENG REPORTEDLY SAID THE INDI?I»UAL UAS A #vﬁﬁtﬁ°intki

PUY WHO OPTED TO RENAIN IN LAOS AND NHOSE PRESENT QCCUPATION UWAS

RUNNING THE VIENTIANE ELECTRIC POWER PLANT.
70 BE MARRIED TO A LAO NATIONAL AND HAS Tuo CHILDREN.

THIS AMERICAN IS SAID
A NAME WAS

GIVEN FOR THIS AMERICAN WHICH Sev2te WROTE DOWN IN FOUR WAYS DUE TO
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THE DIFFICULT-TO- UNDERSTAND UAYCHOHPHENG PRONOUNCED IT7.

..'l_ 3, RETURMED J0 THE US. ACCORDING To HIS sn'rznzms‘ on b NAY 1987 VIA
BANGKOK TH R :_r...: aL S -;-_.ri el i s
Wy €. souke LLAIﬂS HE osumsn A VISA FoR, HIS VISIT T0 LAOS FROM THE
. ;.5;{_-‘,_;-;_-;}'_3“_ LAY, .r.nsAs;y IN UASHINGTON »c, AND TRAVELLED 'ro LAO&.IN APRIL 1987.
—,T . __éF:TE;R.—i\RRIVAL-- Suee STATES: HE WAS DETAINED AT WATTAY 'AIRBOKY 'FOR’
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< e MAME Scczee. RECEIVED FROM CHOMPHENG.

b2 HOURS UNTIL HE WAS CLEARED. NO EXPLANATION FOR THIS DETENTION

WAS ELICITED DURING THIS PHASE OF THE INTERVIEWING.

D..Eipudef i STATED THAT DURING THE FIRST UEEK IN SEPTEMBER lﬁ&?;

HE TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED ATTORNEY MARK WAPLE IN FAYETTEVILLE.
N.C. HE SAID HE LEARNED OF WAPLE THROUGH PRESS REPORTS RELATED TO
THE SHITH/NCINTYRE CASE SURROUNDING THEIR CLAIﬁ$ TO POSSESSING A
VIDPEO TAPE OF AMERICAN PUS IN LAOS. ON”H SEP 1987+ S0vf¢c VISITED
WAPLE IN FAYETTEVILLE AND PROVIDED MAPLE THE FOUR VERSIONS OF THE
A(CURDING To0 Scukéﬁ"UNPUE' -
IDENTIFIED THE NANE AS THAT OF AN AHERICAN LOST IN LAOS~ AND STATED
THAT ONE OF HIS CLIENTS IS THE WIFE OF THIS AMERICAN. <Sovke IS TO

MEET WITH WAPLE AND THE WIFE ON 18 MAY 1988, IN FAYETTEVILLE. WHERE

A DISCUSSION WILL TAKE PLACE ABOUT THE BEST MEANS OF FINANCING sovets
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_2:~7{S/UN} FOR SECSTATE: REQUEST CONFIRnATION Sovite !

TO RETURN TO LAOS AND CONTACT THE AMERICAN .
. £« .DIA INTERVIEW OF swew'MILL CONTINUE. 1IN THE INTERIf WE ARE
SEEKING TO VERIFY ASPECTS oF HIS CLAIHS.ﬁf; G e '

b e __'4‘—-

1

]
L

L XY

OBTAINED TRAVEL VISA FRON LAO EMBASSY+ WASHINGTON DC+ FOR APRIL
.1987. - |

3. {S/UN} FOR AMERICAN EMBASSY VIENTIANE: REQUEST CONFIRMATION
OF Swite'S VISIT TO LAOS DURING APRIL-MAY 1987~ OR ANY OTHER DATE.
REQUEST ANY INFORMATION ON AND IDENTITIES OF ANY CAUCASIAN-
APPEARING INDIVIDUALS WHO WORK AT THE VIENTIANE POWER PLANT AND MAY
HAVE BEEN AT WATTAY AIRPORT DURING MAY 1987. IF socie, CHOMPHENG-

OR ADDRESS CITED FOR CHOMPHENG ARE KNOWN TO. THE EMBASSY. REQUEST

. COMMENTS-. ALSO. REQUEST COMMENTS ON PLAUSIBILITY OF svc2ce’S CLAIN

THAT HE WAS DETAINED FOR b2 HOURS AT WATTAY AIRPORT WHILE WAITING
CUSTOMS CLEARANCE. '

4. {3S/NF} FOR REQUEST YOU PROVIDE ANY PRIOR REPORT ON
CHOMPHENG AND COMMENTS ON HIM AND THE ADDRESS HE SUPPOSEDLY GAVE TO

1 015
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INTERVIE” LAO REFUGEE SUBSoubes

SuvRlE '

- 5.. {Slldﬁ}_ FOR AHENB BANGKOK-- REGUEST YOU PROVIDE ANY INFORMATION -

ON . Seuble 'S ACTIVITIES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA THAT HAY BE KNOUN TO '

-{S/Nf} FOR USDAO BANGKOK//PU-NIA//- REQUEST YOU LOCATE ’AND .

) REPORTED TO BE AT

NAPHO. HE IS SAID TO BE A FORMER AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER AT

 WATTAY. _SDR ON %8%wee SHOULD ARRIVE ALMOST SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THIS

MESSAGE. .
DECL OADR -

U\—.—L &UU ELA LI ot |
WATINNG KCTICE— Sl2ofitvy SUILLGRICD
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) INlFIAL uuaus UATA

VI:NTIHNE DR NAT 1A¢ SUUhCh REPURTINU . .
1 L NQHE 2“4,,g_m SIGHT - PUhPOhFhD INFO ;_ DUS j CTRY
007 ‘ GRV-HbY 1 GRV VIENTIANE 1957 : 47 ' Lﬁ
1237 , NO INFO UNK#US VIENTIANE 75-77 77 - .-LA
7194 CRS-F/H CRS-VIENTIANE PROV-77 . LA .
2676 T T o FOW-F/H 1-6 FUS VIENTIANE 8410 8410 L&~ -
4164 POW-HSY 45 US NEAR VIENTIANE 80 L& -
9200 - POW-HSY 2 US MONKS NR VIENTIANE 75 = LA
4946 - - POW-F/H CAU GP VIENTIANE 74 - 74 LA
3947 FOW-F/H 1 BLK WAT TAY 78 7810 LA
6061 CAMP VIENTIANE PROVINCE INFU 84 LA
L6E3 i \ i CRS~-F/H A/C VIENTIANE, LA 71 LA
6233 S0 URL(ES CAMP DUN KATAYXVIENTIANE 37 LA
3421 © : FOW-HSY 2Z US MONKS VIENTIANE 81 81 L&
1942 NAmMmES - POW-HSY 18SUS 400KM NE VIENTIANE 0000 LA
S971 FOW-HSY 20 ALIVE NR VIENTIANE 7 LA
3664 GRVEH3Y 3US VIENTIANE 721001 - 7210 LA
7048 GRV=F/H 1-3GRVS&A/CVIENT IANE-LA LA
D BYES CAMP MUANG ET & VIENTIANE S1 LA
- T5ha GRV-HSY FUSS RMS VIENTIANE - LA
3959 © - cAMP X IENGRHOUANGEVIENTIARE 81 L&
5191 CAME CaMP INFO VIENTIANE &3 LA
2570 , GRV-H3Y 2U3 HELI VIENTIANE 4075 L&
TOTAL SI1GHT INGS= ey
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oooz 0003 S o045 S
90067 T .  TENT FRENCH/NO us IN LADS-1957 ' e
1237 . . NO Pw INFORHATION : . L
7194 . i ‘ N i - . Lt . . Ve
2676 _ I 861216 Tag APP'D PABRICATIUN S
4164 - - - - : FAILED PULYGRAPH %;:= Sl T TR L -
9300 L ' e

4544 . _ ) £70327 1AC APP’D NON-US/WSTNERS' S AR s

4947 . 870327 IAC APPD NON-US/WSTNER » . - .
6061 < ! " ABSENCE OF AMERICANS s LT T
6683 CURLES C _-'.__ R c e
6233 Names. - ABSENCE UP AMthCANs

4321 - .
1942 : DIA TO JCRL—LNO NUV hEQ lNTV :
5971 . ADMITTED FALSE

3664 -

7048 °

5988

7554 : - T _

5959 ‘ : ABSENCE OF AMERICANS -
151 ¢ - ‘

2570 : i
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© DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-Pu// '~ * oo o - 27 .-

.. USDAO BANGKOK TH//Pu-n:A(/-g~frggli,iifa;if;:‘f' S
INFO  CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI . -
C Tucre 'LIAISON BANGKOK TH ikT” J' "; TR
- USDLO HONG KONG HK//PU-NIA//" :

USDAO MANILA RP//PU-NIAZ/

USDAO SINGAPORE SN//PU-NIA//

USDAO KUALA LUMPUR MY/PW-NIA//

JCS wASHI&sTON DC//0CICS/PU-NIA/IS//
NSC wASHIQGToN D¢

SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//0ASD-ISA/PU- nIA//
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/436/J2337/

CIA WASHINGTON DC/

SECR t T NOFORN
S/NF—bu53/v0~Pu -
SUBJECT: SOURCE DIRECTED REQUIREMENT {UZ ‘
REF: DIA WASHINGTON DC//V0-PW// MSG DTG 1513L7Z APR 88. REQUEST
FOR ASSISTANCE.-

SOURCE: SOURCE OF REF.

k- {C» IN REPLY CITE: S-VOP-D51k0. TITLE:
DIA/NNIC/DC-HA/Y0/VO-PU/DAH-L/DAH-3/DAN
HYP/VO-PW/X50501/DAB
- = 3 01
VO-PU . CHF

—— e

o SEBRET NOGMN
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OBJECTIVE:

Pu/nIA INFORMATION {U}._ COUNTRY: “LA- PG2430- i
'A_a,x {S/NF} BACKGROUND;;;iJ:LA;;;” o R R
A- REFERENCE MESSAGE OUTLINED REPORT FROM éobéi}?"_‘ Ca
REQUESTED ASSISTANCE FROM ADDRESSEES REGARDING THE CASE.- PARAGRAPH ..
& REQUESTED THE PU-MIA TEAM TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEU R
S SebSoclE  in " NAPHO REFUGEE CAHP~ sassaoaaf Is

SAID TO BE A FORMER AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER AT WATTAY AIRPORT-
VIENTIANE. LAOS- AND SHOULD HAVE INFORMATION THAT WOULD ASSIST IN
THE ANALYSIS OF <gppee i*S CLAINMED SIGHTING OF A CAUCASIAN AT THAT
AIRPORT ON 4 OR 5 HAY 1987-<wsiope IS REPORTED TO HAVE LEFT.LAOS IN
AUGUST 1987. Sec£té CLAIMED HE WAS TOLD BY ANOTHER AIR TRAFFIC
CONTROLLERA CHOﬂPENG RAJAVONE . THAT THE CAUCASIANKNAS A FORMER U-S-
Py WHO ELECTED TO RENAIN BEHIND IN LAOS AND GAVE THE NAME OF THAT
AMERICAN- ANY INFORMATION THAT WOULD CONFIRM/DENY THE PRESENCE oF

THIS IS THE

A FORMER U-S. P4 IN VIENTIANE IS URGENTLY NEEDED.

FIRST REPORT INDICATING THAT AN AMERICAN STAY-BEHIND WORKS AT THE

VIENTIANE ELECTRIC POWER PLANT.

. A WEALTHY LAO CONTRACTOR

B. ACCORDING TO SugSevéee DATA

WHO HAS TIES TO COLONEL PHETSAMONE VONGPHAYTHONE OF THE LPDR NMOI.

u m———— oo— ®s v -

SECRET M0  ws

AT YT TR 3 ST oﬂ—’-::‘—ﬁ,

wel @%‘_&’ :Hj XM&T'»-:E'&'-. ‘.\
o
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o st
. _SvaSeuRle IS Daga 'S USONLT DURING AN INTERVIEW WITH VO~

LU S S

Lo SUBSEHLLE
AL PuW IN LATE 13571 pata

INTERVIEM HIS "SON-."&:BSovU—é‘ ON 13 AFRIL }ﬁﬁﬁ-.‘VO Plxl CONTACTED

SUGGESTED USG OFFICIALS CONTACT AND

v - 23;::~&L= 1S SON, Sugsoukls DaTa 2 A RESIDENT OF VIRGINIAq WHO HAD -~
0 $us fovree : ‘

BEEN PRESENT DURING 5055"5‘“5 ’S INTERVIEU- DT A CLARIFIED

2LE
Ziﬁf 1S RELATIONSHIP TOS8swts BY STATING THAT Sosbooes IS REALLY

A f“ 'S SON-IN-LAW. HE ALSO OPINED THAT %8445 COULD IDENTIFY ANY

AND ALL CAUCASIANS IN VIENTIANE AND AT WATTAY AIRPORT. IT IS

e SusBoc RCE :
- POSSIBLE THAT THE HENTIONING OF Svgsete BY faza IN 1987, THE

SURFACING TO THE USG OF “souges STORY IN APRIL 1988, AND SU8%eig

'
B A R e T O R e

s RECENT SUGGESTIONS OF TOPICS TO DISCUSS WITHSetee ARE NOT
S ACCIDENTAL AND IT ‘IS ADVISABLE TO EXERCISE CAUTION WHEN
- e INTERVIEUING'»BQA&' IT MAY ALSO BE ADVISABLE TO DETERMINE wapugf
CONTACTS AND ACTIVITIES IN THAILAND PRIOR TO INTERVIEWING HIM.
TEAR LINE = = = = = = = = = TEAR LINE = = = == = = - = TEAR LINE
3. {S/NF} REQUIREMENTS: LOCATE AND INTERVIEW Sug¢ouvfls . ..
A. ELICIT COMPLETE BIOGRAPHIC DATA TO INCLUDE:
{1> DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH. ‘
£2} NAMES. AGES. RELATIONSHIPS. AND PRESENT ADDRESSES OF

“ox.

[ PR © mee emmmmimm 1= e e = o + e e v oy e no——r———. o~ or e

mmm e e C e e o I NO 982022 ———--- /27
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RELATIVES TO FIRST COUSIN LEVEL. {INCLUDE IN-LAUSI. . © ...
R & ) CHRONOLOGY oF OCCUPATIONS AND LOCATIONS TO INCLUDE

i IDENTITY OF SUFERVISORS AND co- moRxERs..:: -,:¢%f,r“‘: L B i

P . {43 CHRONOLOGY OF ADDRESSES WITHIN LAOS. -’ SEPIER ARt .
£53. CHRONOLOGY AND DURATION OF ALL -TRAVEL INSIDE AND OUTSIDE
LA051 PARTICULARLY VIETNAN. '

B. ELICIT COHPOSITION AND ORGANIZATION OF THE LAO CIVIL AVIATION

i

DEPARTMENT TO INCLUDE:
g {13 LIST OF ALL KNOUN COHPONENTS-
| {2} LIST OF ALL KNOUN DEPARTHENT AND SECTION HEADS. THEIR
TIANTR TITLES AND LOCATIONS.

e {37 LIST OF ALL AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS AS OF 1987 TO INCLUDE

BI0O SKETCHES. DESCRIPTIONS. LOCATIONS~ AND INDICATIONS OF TIES WITH

OTHER AGENCIES IN THE LAO GOVERNMENT AND/OR SHUGGLING ACTiVITIES-
{4y} IDENTITY AND DESCRIPTION OF THE WATTAY AIRPORT MANAGER AND

HIS SUBORDINATE DEPARTMENT TO INCLUDE PASSENGER/FREIGHT TRAFFIC.

' AIRPORT RESTAURANT/FOOD SERVICt AND RELAfED DEPARTMENTS.

1;' C. DETERMINE SOURCE’'S KNOWLEDGE OF VIENTIANE CI*Y UTILITIES

ORGANIZATION AND EXPLOIT FOR INFORMATION ON THE CITY ELECTRIC POUER

:J;”‘“"“"‘“_. g 022
o S{E@[RE‘W WOPORM <

N0, 982022 —————= /2 7&
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SYSTEN. IF PERSONALITIES ARE KNOHN TO SOURCE ELICIT NAFMES.
POSITION81 BIO SKETCHE81 AND PRESENT LOCATIONS-_ IDENTIFY ALL

D- DETERMINE SOURCE'S ENdhL;gsé'oF éAucASIANs IN THE VIENTIANE
AREA. ESPECIALLY AT THE ELECTRIC POWER PLANT AND WATTAY AIRPORT~
WHO MIGHT BE AMERICANS OR CONFUSED AS ANERICANS BY. OTHERS. IF
SOURCE MENTIONS ANY POSSIBLE PERSONS WHO MEET THIS CRITERIA-
NEGATIVE REPORTING REQUIRED.

TEAR LINE TEAR LINE

TEAR LINE
4. {C)> GUIDANCE: ' _
A. THIS REQUIREMENT CANNOT BE RELEASED TO FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS.
THEIR DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVES AND/OR OTHER FOREIGN NATIONALS.
DISCREET USE OF THIS INFORMATION MAY BE MADE BY COLLECTORS IN
CONTACT WITH FOREIGN NATIONALS ONLY AS PRESCRIBED IN DIAM 58-13.
PART TWO. CHAPTER 1. PARAGRAPH 1t B.
B. REQUEST ALL RESPONSES TO THIS REQUIREMENT BE PREPARED IN
MESSAGE FORMAT AND FORWARDED TO DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PU//+ WITH

INFO FOR CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI AND JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH-.

023

ﬂ13
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ORIGINALS OR LEGIBLE PHOTOCOPIES OF ALL SKETCHES- DOCUMENTS. -
) _PERSONAL EFFECTS-. ETC. {EXCEPT HUNAN SKELETAL RENAINS} SHOULD BE

_ SENT VIA REGISTERED HAIL DIRECTLY TO THE DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE
'3 - AGENCY. ATTN: VO-Pu. ROOM 2E230, THE PENTAGONa UASHINGTON D.C. -
: - | 20340-5390. IF HUMAN SKELETAL REMAINS ARE RECEIVED ADDRESSEES
R SHOULD SUBMIT AN IIR TO THAT EFFECT AND TRANSHIT AN ELECTRICAL
_ MESSAGE DIRECTLY TO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI REQUESTING DISPOSITION
; . : INSTRUCTIONS. |
E ' C- IAU DOD POLICY. 'RESPONSES T0 THIS REQUIREMENT WILL BE
CLASSIFIED AS FOLLOWS: ° '

{1} LIVE SIGHTING REPORTS: AT THE MININUM. SECRET.

{2} CRASH OR GRAVE SITE REPORTS: AT THE MINIMUM.
CONFIDENTIAL-

£3} ALL OTHER PU/MIA-RELATED INFORMATION {E-G- INFORMATION

REGARDING REMAINS. PERSONAL EFFECTS. INCLUDING DOG TAGS~ DETENTION
CAMPS. ETC}: CONSISTENT WITH POLICY CONCERNING SOURCES~ METHODS OF
COLLECTION- AND CONTENT-.
D. ORIGINATOR'S CONTROL NUMBER IS S-VOP-83012. POC IS AmALysT .
. AUTOVON 225-05013 SECURE 960-8158% KY-3 THE PENTAGON DROP

Ky J._';.%‘&mew @%‘%ﬁ"i 7%
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nm‘ 1 1%15322 APR 88 PP ssss

o . Phrislei TN

DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW//
SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC//
. st .. AMEMB VIENTIANE LA - - S e b

USDAQ BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA//

CIA WASHINGTON DC/, o o B

.- INFO (DR JCRC BARBERS PT HI
JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH
NSC WASHINGTON DC
S ECRET UNINTEL
S/UN-DYb3/V0-PU

REF: DIA WASHINGTON DC//V0-PW// NSG DTG 15L31L7Z APR 84, REQUEST
FOR ASSISTANCE. {UZ

SUBJECT: CORRECTION AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION {U} .

1. {S/8N} REFERENCE MESSAGE ERRONEOUSLY SPELLED AMCIT INVOLVED S
Sou 2CE CORRECT SPELLING IS Sewit & HIS PLACE AND DATE

OF BIRTH TRioeRAPric DATA

2. 41U} REGRET ERROR. REGARDS.
DECL OADR

DIA/NRIC/VO/VO-PU

o
HYP/vo—Pw/xsusg%SQ)s

USA-VO-PUCHF -
Poc. - CEORET

' ELhzi 3 026

1\“'{1}} ,\’:/ o

A : S

t N 982022 ———== /Z76




c00497592 . ...

4. . -

S RN AR
se . PUAKGASSY VIENTING

: 0 SLCSTATE WASKDC 1802 D14 VIS0 10U/
{ NGO MOMBASSY BANGEDR 8238 . USDAD BANCIOK TH
: - CIA VASHD . LDR JCRC BARGERS 71 61
! JCRC LTAISON BANGKOL T8 60 MS0L
f  SECRETVIONUMG 08T . .-
§ . OIPTROR EAPALC: COA rm:] ISt 08 tmumzss
§ | L0, 12285 DEL:
: igs: o, N

i 8J: SovbLE

WD K. DIA 1513177 APR 8. 5. 87 VIEKTIAR OTT)
80455057 daY 87), L. §7 VIEKTIAKT D790 (504007 ml¥ 87)
1. (SECRIT - €TIRE TEXT.)
2.95c0 L5 MRS DETAIALD AT WATIAY AIRPORT TN VIENTING
DL FRO{ MAY 2-7, 1887 FOR VIOLATION OF IMIGRATION REGULATIONS,
; 1.E.. BT IN POSSESSION OF VISA FOR LADS. HE HAD TRAVELED 10

Coe . L&DS, HE CLAIMED, Ju A PRIVATE CAPACITY TO BRING MIDICAL
- SUPPLIES TO ARIAS OF LADS WHERE HE WORKED AS A PARMMIDIC MW

1852, A FULL-BLOODED AMIRICAN INTIAN, “CHICF OF THE MIC-MEC,°
HE ALSO HAD FLOOR LEWSTH HEADDRESS I DRY CLEARING BAS AD
. YISHID TO DFwWSTRATE TRADITIONA. DANCE o REMOTE ARTAS TF THT
LOUXTRY. Seu2 SRIC 140 EMBASSY I WASKINSTON HAD ENCOURAGED
H1S VISIT, ANG TOLD HIM H[ WOULD BE MIT AWD ASSISTED AT THE
AIEPORT. HE COAIMID HE PAID, AT LAD EMBASSY'S REQUEST, DOLS 15
FOF K15 VISA, POSTASS &KD PROCESSIKC. BUT DID ¥OT LRDIRSTARD
YISA HAS BILESSARY PRIOR 1D AREIVAL. o

B Y R T

3. WUILE‘Scocec ADDRESS 1S W ALABAMA, WE STEM 0 RECALL CALLING
. CARD ¥TTH TEXAS ADORESS AS MEMSER OF VETERANS SROUP SUFPORTING

POS/MIA SEARCH EFFORTS. WHEK CORDF RETURKS FROM R & R MAY 2

YILL ADVISE ANY FURTHER IMFO HE MIGHT HAVE. DETAILS OfF

- BACIGROUND AND REASOHS FOR COXING TO LAQS DID ¥OT QUITE WESH
T THE COURSE OF HIS COMVERSATION WITH THREE DMBOFFS AT VARIOUS

TIES DURING HIS DETENTICH. HE STRUCK ALL AS AX IIOIVIDUAL

YITH EXTREMELY VIVID DMAGTMATION.

4. RDDRESS CITED BY CHOMPHINS RAJAVOWT IS THT CORRICT ADDRESS
FOR WATTAY AIRPORT. EMBASSY HAS D INFORMATION ABOUT CHOMPHENG.

5. W ART WOT AYART OF AKY CAUCASIAN ADVISORS TO VIIRTIANS
ELECTRIC POWTR PLANT, ALTHOUGH JT IS POSSIBLE THAT SOMIOKD
PR SOVBLOC ADVISORY GROUF ASSIGNED THERE. THERE ARE KARY
SOVIET ADVISORS ASSISTING BOTH MILITARY AKD CIVILIAN AVIATION

. SECTORS. & BELGIAN BATIOMAL RUKS SHELL OIL INTERESTS ¥ VIEN-
TIANT AMD HIS POL STORAGE FACILITY 1S LOCATED AT WATTAY AIRPORI.
SUSPECT Se.u MAY BE EXMBROIDERING HIS TALE, OR ELSE CHOMPHENG
TOLD ot SCHETHING ME WANTED TO HEAR IN #OPES OF SOME TYPL
OF BECOMPENSE. IT DOUSTFUL THAT A FORMIR U.S. POW LIVIWG FREELY
I8 VIENTIANE WOULD ESCAPE MOTICE AMONG IMDIVIOUALS I OUR
GOSSIP-RIDDEN FORLIGH COMUNITY, BUCH LESS AT HIGHLY YISIBLE
AIRPORT FACILITY.

. TAP/VLC DESE OFFICER PO & MAY HAVE FURTHER DETAILS
BND INSIGHTS REGARDING THIS CASE. ISOM BT

&"m'. \"-"h 3 : (L 2R BT

L191 % .,--; T EIRL HA‘.SI‘ Lx
+SATL

ROUT it T awnmsn nzosss e

MINTER112/C3174 TOR=88112/0B942

e

TAD=BB112/0804Z  MORSNINIASE
| ' RO 982022 ———mmmm /277




COO497592

Pon sagape prs vt

r ineger
' .

cEr

“77 0P SEL T T

PAGE 00(

—— P A N T e T P A S ARG ——— ——— e e ———

MSGNO

205 (pcxx) %05/05/88% ¥08:05:53.7.5%

ZCIC 13:04:12Z (PC)
EMI DTG : B8050507050407
RTISZYUW RUEKJCS0990 1261041 SSSS--RUEALGX.
ZNY SSSss
R 0510412 MAY 88
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC
INFO RUCJAAA/USCINCSOC MACDILL AFB FL//SOJZ//
~ RUDMNSC/NISC WASHINGTON DC
RUCIAEA/FTD WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH//SIIR// -
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI :
RHHMBRA/CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI

- RUEALGX/SAFE

<>

<>

<>

<>

<>

<>

R 050703Z MAY 88
FM AMEMBASSY <><>VIENTIANE<><>

.. T0 RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 1885

RUEKJCS/DIA ASHDC//VO-PW//

. INFO RUEHBK/AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 8272.

" RUEHBK/USDAO BANGKOK TH
RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC -
RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI - -
RUEADWW/NSC WASHDC
BT
EZ1: )
S ECRE T VIEBOANE 0990
EZ2:
DEPT FOR EAP/VLC; CIA FOR NSC FOR CHILDRESS
E.0. 12356: DECL: OADR
TAGS: MOPS, LA
SUB: Sevlel
REF: A. DIA 151317Z APR 88; B. VIENTIANE 0877 (210640Z APR 88)
1. (SECRET - ENTIRE TEXT.) .
2. EMBASSY OFFICER WHO DEALT WITH MR. Scures . ARREST CASE HAS
RETURNED TO POST AND HAS THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONS TO REF B.
—-- AT NO TIME DURING SEVERAL PRIVATE DISCUSSIONS WITH EMBOFF
DID Sev&eE ;. . MENTION HAVING SEEN THE CAUCASIAN REPORTED IN REF A.
HE ALSO MADE NO HENTION_OF CHOMPHENG RAJAVONE. EMBOFF IS -
CURIOUS WHY © seukce ‘-- WHO SEFHED TO BE A NATURALLY TALKATIVE
INDIVIDUAL -- WAITED NEARLY A YEAR TO COME FORWARD WITH THIS
INFORMATION. -
-- VIENTIANE GETS ITS ELECTRICITY FROM THE NAM NGUM DAM, AND

. SO DOES NOT REALLY HAVE A POWER PLANT ANY MORE. THE PLANT
USED IN THE PRE-NAM NGUM DAYS STILL EXISTS, BUT SELDOM RUNS.
MOREQVER, IT IS DIRECTLY ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE BUSY
SWEDISH EHBASSY GUEST HOUSE AND TENNIS COURT. A CAUCASION

_WORKING FOR ANY LENGTH OF TIME AT THE PLANT WOULD SURELY BE
NOTICED AND DISCUSSED BY THE WESTERN COMMUNITY HERE.

-- RECARDING PARA 3 OF REF B, $ucate IDENTIFIED HIM S
HEAD OF THE ANTI-TERRORISM COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
TOP SECRET :
A 0Z8 .
! NO 982022 ————--- /275
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<>

<>

TOP SE__T -

OF CHIEFS OF POLICE, NOT A VETERANS GROUP INTERESTED IN POW/MIA -
ISSUES.
SogreEe CLAIMED TO HAVE WORKED WITH DR. TOM DOOLEY (OR HIS
ORGANIZATION) IN LUANG NAM THA AND SAYABOURY IN THE EARLY
1960S. OTHER DOCUMENTS ‘IN HIS POSSESSION INDICATED HE WAS
ON ACTIVE DUTY WITH THE ARMY AT THE TIME. A SEARCH OF THE
RECORDS OF BOTH GROUPS MIGHT CLARIFY soaz OF THE DISCREPANCIES
OF - scudts STORY.
3. WILL ADVISE WHEN WE LEARN ANYTHING MORE ABOUT CHOHPHENG
RAJAVONE. ISOM
BT : . ' .
$0990 : -
NNNK . ’

~-NNDD

TOP SECRET

ad---029
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a2 20 MAY 1988 .0 . . ?Bﬁkﬂﬂﬁi . :N.   e

°UBJEC1 ANALYSY ‘S UPDATE ON THE Skugcg - . INe ek

. '
PR PN

Lol - A T 2T T -t = LTI ITIIRALL -l ST rimocgoonsdimeameioen

S 1. ON 15 APRIL 1988, vo- Pw RFGUESTED STATE DEPARTMENT,. . .. -~ - .~
J. 7 AMEMB VIENTIANE, T0 COMMENT ON Scuz¢e. VISIT AND ON WHETHER '
$1 . T i ANY CAUCASIANS WORKED FOR THE VIENTIANE POWER PLANT OR FOR
$ THE CITY‘S UTILITIES. WE ALSO ASKED WHAT CAUCASIANS ARE .
\. .. USUALLY IN THE VICINITY OF WATTAY AIRPORT. AMEMB VIENTIANE .. - -
" REGPONDFD ON 21 APR 1988, AND ON 5 MaAY 1988. POINTS MADE IN . :
.0 THOSE RESPONSES WERE THAT NO KNOWN CAUCASIAN WORKS WITH OR. - - —. .-
T FOR THE VIENTIANE POWER PLANT, THAT SOVIET ADVISORS AND  °
. " BELGIANS ARE AT WATTAY AIRPORT FREGQUENTLY , THAT THE WESTURN . -
. COMMUNITY WOULD KNOW IF ANY NON-SOVIET BLDC PERSONNEL WERE™ ™ ~ .~
WORKING IN OR LIVING IN THE VICINITY OF VIENTIANE, AND THAT = -
THE IR ASSESSMENT OF Secree: WAS THAT HE SEEMED TO HAVE AN - :
EXTRENELY VIVID IMAGINATION.

, 2. VU‘”W AL SO REQUESTED IMARERY ON WATTAY AIPPDRT IN ORDER
’ TO ASSESS THE ACCURACY OF scei’S DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA UF

i I THD SIEHTING. DXS RESFONDED ON 19 APRIL WITH IMAGERY AND A

- SKETCH OF THE AREA IMMEDIATELY SURROUNDING THE AIR TLRMINAL

- AND ADJACZENT AREAS OF WATYAY AIRFIELD. THERE IS NO QUONSET”

. HUT WITHIN 1000 METERS OF THE TERMINAL. HOWEVER THERE ARE
BUILDINGS WITHIN VIEW OF THE TERMINAL, OVER AN ESTIMATED 150
METERS AWAY, THAT COULD MATCH éﬁé SQ&&ICURATION OF BUILDINGS
RETWEEN WHICH THE CAUCASIAN WA & KING

[E W SPL W NI

3. . ON 19 APRIL 1988, "se&& NAS RECONTACTED AND
REINTERVIEWED (A CONTINUATION OF THE 12-13APREBE INTERVIEW).
. IT WAS LEARNED THAT <c:2ce DID NOT LEAVE WATTAY AIRPORT,
. VIENTIANE BUT WAS DETAINED THERE FOR THE. ENTIRE PERIOD THAT
" HE WAS IN LADS. THE OTHER ELEMENTS OF HIS NARRATIVE WERE
EsuENTIallY THE SAME &S REPORTED IN DIA MFR OF 14 APRIL
H 1988, TELEPHONIC INTERVIEW WITH Sov&ces DURING THE 19
: APRIL CONVERSATION Sceec ESCRIBED HIS CONTACT WITH AIR -
CONTROLLER, CHOMPHENG RAJAVONG, WHO INITIATED THE ENCOUNTER.
SevetF WOULD NOT DISCUSS HIS THAI AND OTHER LAD CONTACTS
EXCEPT FOR THE LAD OFFICIALS WITH WHOM HE DEALT IN TRYING TO
; TENTER LAUS. <$oveces WAS RAMBLING IN HIS ACCOUNT AND HAD
P DIFFICULTY STAYING DN THE SUBJECT
£
: 4. AT VO-PW REQUEST, USDAD/PW-MIA TEAM IN THAILAND
INTERVIEWED A FORMER WATTAY AIRPORT AIR CONTROLLER WHO

P N LT T

i RECENTLY DEPARTED LADS FOR THAILAND. HE REPORTEDLY WORKED
P AT WATTAY FROM 1976 UNTIL MAY 1987. ALTHOUGH THIS SOURCE

i NAMED SEVERAL AIR CONTROLIERS WITH WHOM HE HAD BEEN WORWKING,
f ' CHOMPHENG ‘S MAME WAS NOT AMONG THEM. WE WILL REGUEST THE

¥ USDAD . TEAM TO FURTHER INTERVIEW THIS SOURCE.

. S. DUR PRESENT ASSESSMENT OF Sce¢é  ACCOUNT IS THAT WE DID
! NOT SEE AN AMERICAN AT WATTAY AIRPOR1. THERE IS ND REASON
oo ! AT THIS TIME TO SUSPECT Swusi WAS UNTRUTHFUL IN HIS ACCOUNT,
i NOTWITHSTANDING THE INACCURACIES IN HIS STATEMENTS. IT IS
- -™; POSSIBLE THAT THE INDIVIDUAL HE ENCOUNTERED AT WATTAY WHO
PROVIDED HIM WITH THE HART NAME IS NOT A CONTROLLER THERE,
-7 . % BUT WORKS FOR LAD STATE SECURITY. IF VO-PW DISCOVERS THAT
© ¢ i NODNE FROM THE WATTAY AIR CONTRULLER SECTIAN HAS THE NAME

R
1hesh @

. CrommHENSEORETCRRITAN A (L B 10
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Q.

mn‘i'zz' - : 2YU¢ RUEHBKAZTS 1341114 - ~
. R 1311 TEXT: §. (C/HF) REFER T0 SOURCE BIO REPOST FOR
>  FM USDAD BAMGKOR TH//P¥=KIA// : - SOURCE'S DATE AMD PLACE OF BIRTH,
2 Al 70 DIR WASHINGTON DC//YO-PY/DAN//
. INFO WHITEHOUSE ¥ASH DC//ESC MR CHILDRESS// . (C/HF) REFER TO SOURCE BIO REPORT FOR BAMES,
- , SECDEF WASH DC//0ASD-ISA/P¥-H1A// : - aszs RELATIONSHIPS AND PRESEHT ADDRESSES OF SOURCE'S
; S WASH DC//JS/QICS-Pe-KIAM/ C " RELATIVES TO FIRST COUSIN LEVEL IMCLUDING Dh-LAWS.
o . USCINCPAC WJNSEH : o
Ceeee o CIA WASH DO/ COR JCRC BARBERS PTHI -~ = - -~ 3, (C/NF) CHROMDLOGY OF OCCUPATIONS AMD LDCATIONS
: USDAO KUALA LBIPUR USDAD STMGAPGRE ¥ITH SUPERYISORS AMD CO-WORKERS:
USDAD HANILA RP USDLO HONG KOMG R I
T CONFIDESNTIALSICTIONO! OF 05 BAGIOK TW/Pw- 23878
CORRECTED COPY (ADDITIONAL SECTIONS ADDED) ‘ o ) _
CORF IDENTIAL WOFRY ) “RiocrafPrica
THIS IS A STONY BEACH ESSAGE =~ TDATA

SERIAL: (U) IR 6 024 0354-88.
TOWTRY:  (U) LADS (LA).

- ' SUBJECT: IR & 024 0354~88/L40 CIVIL AVIATION
- DATA (U).-

WARNING:  (U) THIS IS AX INFORMATION REPORT, . CL
© NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE. ™ |
REPORT CLASSIFIED CONFIDINTIAL HOFORN.

DEPARTNENT OF DEFEMSE:

- t Cereeemias

( D0}: (4) 870521,

. REQS: (U) S-VOP-D5180.
SOURCE:  (C/NF) //SEA 0071-88// SOURCE IS A FORMER
AIR TRAFFIC COKTROLLER AT VATTAY INTL AIRPORT,
VIENTIANT, LADS, ¥HO IS BOW A& REFUGEE AT NAPHO REFUGEE -
CAMP IN TRATLAXD. RELIABILITY OF SOURCE HAS BOT BEEK -

ESTABLISHED. - - .. e ] LAV LR IW TECHIARRL ]
SedARY: (C/WF) THIS IS A STOMY BEACH REPORT. THIS COMFIDERTIALSICTION 02 OF DS BAGKOX TH//PY- 23978
REPORT PROVIDES IWFORMATION OM LAD CIVIL AVIATION AND
LINITED INFORMATION PERTAIKING TO CAUCASIANS WORKING CORRECTED COPY (ADDITIONAL SECTIONS ADDED)
IN VIENTIAKE, LAOS. IT 1S KEYED TO PARAGRAPHS 1i SOR R
S-¥OP-05160. CORFIDERTIAL ¥OFORY
74 THIS 1S & STOMY BEACH MESSAGE
ACTION YO-PY(2 {U.6,7,8.F) -

INFO  EJCS(5) CICS-PY-¥TA(S) DIS:(1) SCS(1) 33:mecc(i) SERIAL: (U) IIR § 024 0354-88.

32(1) 03(4) HIDS() 35(2) QUAL CORTROL (1 SECOEF:(1)

SECD

) F(8) USDP(8) ASD:PAE(1) USDP:ISA(1 COUKTRY:  (U) LADS {LA).
1ISDP;EAP(3) USDP:DSAA(4) USDP:NA(1) USDP:FHRA(1) ,
YSDF:TSO({1} USOP:KIA({1) USDP:THF(1) USDP:TRADE(1)
USOP:DTSA(1) DI-1(1) ﬁIC(iZ RTS-2B(1) #¥5(1)
J51-38(1) DAM-3(2 gmm g §é” D8 ném os;zg&zu : :
D8-202(1) Dx- 5cu Ta(2) DX-5C2(3) DC-4R3(1
40CSA WASHINGTON D RiosenpHIC
+(NO YASHINGTON DC .
+(SAF WASHINGTON DC//X0-CiC// ; . VAT A
+AF1S AMHS BOLLING AFB DC v "“‘
4CSAF WASHINGTON DC//X0-CTC/X0XX//
+SECSTATE WASHINGTOM DC
+(MC CC WASHINGTON DC
4DIRNSA FT SEORGE & WEADE #D
40T WASHINGTON DC . .
. +USCINCSOC MACDILL AFB FL//SDJZ// 7 ! 3 1
+USCINCPAC HOROLULY HI U
+CINCPACELT PEARL RARSOR HI
+HP{ FT GEORGE 6 HEADE MO ’ - 23 QTP 86 - 21 MAY 87 SOURCE ¥AS AS IGNED &5 ¥ AIR
TR AFFIC CONTROLLER AT WATTAY INTL. AIRPOCT, If

. +SAFE . .
' (_P%ag : MCN=8B134/04316 TOR=88134/11162Z TAD=88134/1127Z CDSN=MIA778

CONFIDENTIAP— ==
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- ) L i | SERVICE CENTER __ T '\"";Gﬁﬂt’“‘“- el
EA TIAHi ) ' R - 2. ADOEISTRATI eles: '
L s AT Lo UTKGRID COFRDS TE 48 3. IS SUPERVISOR AID . O SERVICE, CHIEF: "DA~4-
I CO-WORKERS ) E6LIS ED AMD DESCIBD IM B(3) BELOW. ] - - 3 u.m SERVICE lur_“m AT YATIAY AIRPORT),
: OHIE
: 4. (C/NF) CHROWOLOGI OF A
. DRSESSES . - - .. e Sy 3 -
i T - SR o :
E : - TBIGGRAPHIC L -
: DATA A
_ : COMFIDEMTI AL SECTION 03 OF 05 BAISIOR TH//Py- 23578
. CORRECTED COPY (ADDITIONAL SECTIHS ADDED)
. ! . : ~
Bio C,R-'G fr CONF IDERTIAL IOFORN
PATAL THIS IS A STOHY BEACH NESSAGE
SERIAL: (U) 1IR 6 024 0354-88.
. COBTRY: (U} LAGS (LR).
BN, ' . .
- " RIDGR APHIC
' ' AR

{ de

EH102326 /7 rm——— e :

5. (C/NF) CHROWOLOSY AND DURATION OF TRAVEL I¥ LAOS [—— ——— ——

- AND VIETKAX: EXCEPT FOR SOURCE'S RESIDENCE AT

HOUEISAT AIRPORT FROK 1872-75, SOUR E KEVER TR

AVELED

70 ANY OTHER PROVINCE T¥ LAOS, AND HAS NEVER TRAVELED

A ROAD EFCEPT FOR TRAINIE IN THAILAKD, W

T L HIS

DEPARTURE TO THAILAXD IN MAY 1887. SOURCE HAS KEVER . :

BEEW TO VIETHAH, . e s e waT4L BEIALIUN,

B. CONPOSI 1D : 8. (C/NF) LIST M BIOGRAPHIC DATA OF ALL ATR

MO ORGAKIZATION OF LAD CIVIL TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS KNOWN TO SOURCE:

AVIATION: ~ .

1. CIVIL AVIATION DEPARTMENT (DIRECTOR PHOUN

CHUBOUNHEINE ) LOCATED AT THE CIVIL AVIATION BUILDING

1§ VIERTIANE .

, A SUSORGINATE UKTTS ARE CALLED SERVICES AMD INCLUDE: "RipeRAPHC
(.. DATA 3 032
"RI0G RpeH e '
DA TA _TOR=8B134/11162 TAD=88134/11272 COSN=MIATTI8
CONFIDENTIAL™ g
z N 982022 ————mmm 1232
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SOURCE BELTEVES THEY COULD BE MISTAKEN FOR ANERICANS
BUT VMW HE MAS SEEN THEM THEY WERE ACCOMPANIED BY
INTERPRETERS, (B SEVERAL OCCASIONS SDURCE WAS SEEW
CAUCASIANS T THE VICINITY OF THE WILTTARY FACILITIES
&7 THE AIRPORT.. ME DOESH'T RECALL SEEING OME MORE
" THAE ONCE AMD WAS LBABLE TO DESCRIBE THEM. HE ASSUES
T THEY ARE ALSD SOVIETS. HE WAS UNABLE TO ESTIMATE THE
: : _HGER OF CAUCASIANS WORKING AT THE MILITARY SECTION
: RI06Pp P - oL © " OF THE AIRFIELD. OW SEVERAL OCCASIONS SOURCE HAS
_ o HEARD RADIO TALLS MADE BY MIG-21 FIGHTER AIRCRAFT 0N
. - THE CIVILIAN TONER FREQUENCY WHICH HE BELIEVES WERE
DATA .7 WADE BY SOVIET PILOTS. ALTHOUGH THE CALLS WERE WADE
: .- N EMGLISH, SOURCE BELIEVES HE CAX DETECT A DIFFEREMCE
BETYEEW EMGLISH SPOKEN BY LAD PILOTS AMD EWGLISH
. SPOKEN BY OTHER MON-HATIVE SPEAZERS. SOURCE HAS O -
_OTHER KNOVLEDGE OF CAUCASIANS WORKING TN VIEWTIARE -
[CITY BUT BELIEVES THERE ARE. SOURCE HAS SEEW
- CAUCASIAKS IN VIENTIANE BUT DOES WOT EMOW If THEY ARE
. WORKING RESIDEETS OR TOURISTS. SOURCE COULD QMLY
: ' RECALL OME OCCASION WHERE E SAW CAUCASIANS, WHILE
PASSING THE HOTEL.

. C. (C/wF) SOURCE SAID THAT AN ATMOSPHERE OF FEAR AMD
- TEUSION PERSISTED AMONG THE CONTROLLERS AT WATTAY
 amen maw .. AIRPORT BECAUSE THE ADKINISTRATION SUSPECTED THE
COKTROLLERS O BEING REACTIONARIES AND WOULD ACCUSE
- : . THE COWTROLLERS OF ATTEMPTED SABOTAGE IF ANY SERIOUS

..... R 14 SECTION ERRORS I% CORTROLLING AIRCRAFT OCCURRED. 70
ILLUSTRATE THIS, SOURCE DESCRIBED THE IMCIDENT WHICH
CONFIDENTI AL SECTION 04 OF 05 BAMGEOL “TH//Py- 23878 CAUSED HIM TO FLEE 70 THAILAND. SOURCE WAS Ok DUTY AT
X WATTAY AIRPORT IN MAY 1987 WITH TWO AIRCRAFT AIRBORME.
CORRECTED COFPY (ADDITIONAL SECTIONS ADDED) .. ONE WAS ON FINAL FROM AN INSTRUMENT APPROACH WITH
‘CLEARANCE 7O LAKD. THE OTHER WAS IN THE AIRPORT RADAR
CONFIDENTIAL BOFORK R . TRAFFIC PATTERK OK BASE LEG. THE PILOT OW BASE
< ATTERFTED TO LAXD WITHOUT CLEARANCE, WARROWLY KISSING
THIS 1S & STORY BEACH MESSAGE ’ . THE AJRCRAFT ON FINAL. ACCORDING TO CIVIL AVIATION
. - EEGULATIONS, THE PILOT WITHOUT CLEARANCE WAS AT FALNT.
SERIAL: (U) IIR 6 624 0354-B8. . SOURCE WAS CALLED TO THE AJRPORT MAKAGER'S OFFICE MDD
R . ACCUSED OF ATTEMPTING TO KILL, V1A SABOTAGE, & YIP O
COUNTRY: (V) LACS (LA). THE AIRCRAFT TRAT LANDED OUT OF TURN. SOURCE DID bOT
THREE. WARRIED, AGE 35, 5'6° TALL, BLACK HAIR, BROWN EHOd THE AIRCRATT HAD A VIP OW BOARD AWD THAT EVEN IF
EYES, LIGHT 5 HE HAD KMOWN, THE AIRCRAFT OM FIMAL SOULD STILL MAYE
Id AND THIN. HAD PRIORITY.
70 THE BEST OF SOURCE'S ZMOWLEDGE WOKE OF THE AIR - COMENTS:  (C/HF) SOURCE WAS FULLY COOPERATIVE DURING
TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS RAVE ANY RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER THE SIZX HOUR INTERVIEW. HE EXPRESSED HIS WILLIMGHESS
LAD GOVERNMEKT AGENCIES AMD SOURCE HAS KEVER HEARD OF
ANY SMUGGLING BEING CORDUCTED USING LAD CIVIL AVIATION COMFIDENTI AL SECTION 05 OF 05 BAMGKOK TH//PW- 23078

PERSONKEL OF FACILITIES.

CORRECTED COPY (ADDITIONAL SECTIONS ADDED)
7. (C/NF) THE AIRPORT WANAGER AT WATTAY

INTERKATIONAL AIRPORT IS WR. SINGKHAM (LWU). SOURCE CORF IDENTIAL BOFORY
DOES %OT KNOW HIS AGE BUT DESCRIBES HIW A5 5°S° TALL,
. BLACK HAIR, BROWN EVES, LIGHT SKIN, AND MEDIUM BUILD. THIS IS A STORY BEACH KESSASE
" KIS JURTSDICTION 47 THE ATRPORT 1S DESCRIBED ABOVE IH
B(2). SOURCE DOES BOT BELIEVE THAT HE HAS SERIAL: (U} IIR 6 024 0354-88.
JURISDICTION OVER THT PASSEMGER OR FREIGHT TRAFFIC, .
FOOD SERVICES OR RELATED DEPARTMENTS. THOSE SERVICES COLATRY: (V) LROS (LA).
- BELONG TO THE LAD AVIATION SERVICE WDSE CHIEF IS 10 PROVIDE FURTHER IMFORMATION SHOULD RO WISH 10
THAKG PHOUYPHANTTH. SOURCE STATED THAT FOOO AMD OTHER REINTERVIEW HIN,
SERVICES ARE MOT PROVIDED TO ATRPORT EMPLOVEES AKD IT . :
WAS THEIR PRACTICE TO PURCHASE FOOD OUTSIDE THE {71PSP; (U} PG 2430/7.
AIRPORT AMD BRIMG IT WITH THEM TO WORK. 1 = (U) s2u.
4. (C/WF) SOURCE WAS B0 EMOWLEDGE OF THE VIENTIANE PROJ: (V) 6999-10,
CETY UTILITY COMPAKILS OR ORGANIZATION. HE HAS MEVER I4STR:  {U) US: MO,
BEEN TO A POWER PLAXT AXD DOES WOT KNOW ANYOKE WD PREP:  (U) ™H-O4.
YORKS FOR THE ELECTRIC POWER SYSTEM. . ACQ: (U) THAILAMD (880D425).
) . _'.*RIIIIG: (U) REPORT CLASSIFIED COWFIDENTIAL,
Tl B. (C/WF) TO SOURCE'S BEST KMOWLEDGE THE OHLY RELEASABLE T0 FOREIGN WATIONALS.
” CAUCASIANS WORKIMG AT WATTAY ATRPORT ARE SOVIET DECL: OADR BT,
KILITARY ADVISORS AT THE WILITARY SECTION OF THE
" _AIRPORT AKD THE AEROFLOT FLIGHT CREW WHO LAMD THERE. \ )
SOURCE HAS MET SEVERAL AZROFLOT PILOTS WMILE PASSIG 3 C 3 3
THE BRIEFIMG ROOM LOCATED 1K THE CONTROL TOWER. +F3 aLJV
HMCN=BB8134/04316 TOR=88134/11162 TAD=8B8134/11272 CDSN=M]IATTE
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e IMAGERY ANALYSIS MEMORANDUM

e . REPLY TO TS
ATTH OF: DX-5D2 - Hnalyg

SUBJECT: Vientiane Aflrfield Study (U)

TO: VO-PW T ' o
(Attn:

1. REQUIREMERTS (U) PAI 10036788D9
. ) 2. Imagery Analysis: (U)
) &. (U) Thie report satisfies the sbove PAI (U). o -

B. Summary (S/HF/WH): VO-PW requested DX-5D prepare = etudy of
- Vientisue (Wattay) Airfield, Lsoe in response to the reported
- sighting of & csucasian (alledgedly an American PW/MIA) 4 the
vicinity of the passenger terminsgl. The study’s purpose ig to
identify bduildings located within 150 meters of the passenger
terminal &t the airfield. DX-5D was requested to give special
sttention td quonset huts located at the airfield. The oaly
quonset hut identified at the afrfield {s located in the military
. . section of the airfield -1025 meters northeast of the pagsenger
termivel. A probable - - 6 present im the
_¢civilian perking ares Soviet pilot or
technician associated wWith the Cub could possibly have been the
caucasian seen by the source. o

- C. (S/HF/®¥) A4valysis: Vientisne Airfield (BE 0617-08406),
located on the wvesteru side of Vientiane, Laos, 1s functionally
divided into & civilian section and & military section. The

civilian section is located southeast of the ruawva whil he
‘militery section is located northeast of the runvayiii:::::i:j
{1) The facilities located within the civilian section
include the passenger terminal, control tower, operations area,
maintenance area, : nd POL storage. The

following table. , provides descriptiocns,
[from the passenger terminal to selecte

oo imiom s DATE 10 Jume 1988--. . . -- - SNF-08-58256~88DXSD ~ "= - T

- e’ . DIRECTORATE FOR - —2.—.—... . @ ———
IMAGERY EXPLOITATION : -

Description Heters

01 Passenger Terminal NA

02 Control Tower - 101

03 Ops Building 160

04 Vehicle Storage 191
Building

: 03 Terminal/General Ademin 61

Buflding B

06 Vehicle Maintenance 108
Building

07 Aircraft Support 133
Building

08 Aircraft Support . 173
Building

09 Hanger . . 256

10 Hanger 184

11 Hanger . 483

12 Hanger . 502

13 Support Building 1025 -
{Quonset Hut) C

- ARG HOTICE ’ SECRET 2
:‘:mm Not te 1o Fareign Netional: Poge e of —_ poges

ired .
Clesstd by DoD TS-5105 27023 Authorized tor Relesse 10
- DADR

B3 034

{ N® 982022 ——~———-
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- v {2) The facTiities located withiam the niliilé;m:iéflgn ) A
consgist of 2 Fishbed support area, GCI-EW radar arees and high o
explosive storage area (Prinmt 3). :

-~ {3) 4 probable Soviet AN-12 Cub and two Ameri -~ «123
Providers were present at Vientiane Airfield The
following table 1lists the AOGBE for the civilian section of the . ~~
atrfield |

"

# Type " # of Alrframes
01 Prob AN=-26 Curl

02 Conf AN-26 Coke

03 Conf AN-26 Curl

04 Conf .MI-8 Bip-C

[} Conf C-123 Provider
06 Prob AN-12 Cub

07 Conf AN~-2 Colt

08 Prob C-54 - Lo

09 Conf MI-6 Hook

N =2 LA =0 B L) ) & p)
1
|
.

3. (0) AHALYST'S COMMENTS.

A. (S/NF/WN) HMap Reference: Series L9011, sheets Vient{ane 3~
IPC, 1:12,500 :

B. (U) Questions cooncerning this report should be addressed to
Pol DX-5D2, Secure phone 936-1436 or Opem phone 475~

&. APPROVED BY:

AL
RRarysT foc
Imagery Analyst R

. Chief, World-Wide lsgues Section

12 Enclosures

04 12 x 10 Printes with annotated overlays (S/NF/UN)
04 12 x 10 Prints (S/NF/HN) )

04 12 x 10 Duplicate Positive (S/RF/WN)

wame sores : SECRET

o]

—— O . poges

Authorized for Release 10

Cisssadad by Dol TS-3105 21843
Oeciesady on OADAR

x ] 035— -
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- SUBJECT: Interview with ~Seozes ~* ° . Ref "uve-Swhting

- During the period 8-10 August, two VO-PH interviewers
interviewed : Souree | {n response o wue/s contact with
GEN Kingston. o L s

.

s wen. = St claims that during a May 1987 trip to Laos he observed a e ——
Caucasian at Yientiane airport. He has made further claims
relative to that sighting which have varied with each telling.

-- Soc&l€ was told by a "Laotian air traffic controller® I
that the American was a former U.S. pilot, Thomas Hart, shot down ‘
over Laos, now living with Lao wife and children and operating
electrical generating plant in Vientiane.

Scezé changed this story in our recent interviews to
say that "Hart" is the chief administrator for
electrical power for all Laos and only has an office
in Vientiane.

. -- Seseec-pbserved "Hart" at a distance of 75 yards for
approximately 30 seconds to 1 minute.

-- Last year,swt<e met with Mr. Mark Kaple, Fayetteville,
NC, attorney who has been active in PW/MIA related lawsuits.
sevces told Waple his stony and later told the story to Mrs. Hart.

-~ FYI: Thomas Hart CAPT, USAF, was crewmember on AC-130,
downed in 1972. Crashsite was excavated in 1985 and Hart's
remains were identified. Mrs. Hart has sued over the
identification and was awarded $20 miliion - government is
appealing the judgement. There has been considerable publicity
over this lawsuit and the Hart identification.

- After having talked with scvas several weeks ago, we conducted
an investigation into his sighting and concluded that, whoever he
~saw at Vientiane airport, he did not see Hart or any other U.S.
MIA. :

- Ssceieeentered Laos in May 1987, carrying with him an
American Indian headdress and a "rucksack of medicine®; he
intended to travel through rural Laos, demonstrating Native
American dances, dispensing medicine and looking for U.S. MIAs.

Sountc also states that he was dressed in full tribal regalia when
he arrived in lLaos.
+ Embassy verified_that he did enter Laos, without a
visa, early May 1987. Lao detained him at the airport
for several days, put him on next flight out; he was
visited daily by Embassy consular officer who described
sonzey: as "a curious man with a 1ively imagination.*
sconee claims to be a "Mic-Mec" Indian, native of

Boston.

-- Personnel from U.S. Embassy in Vientiane and Bangkok

NO 982022 —————mv /2%
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T regularly pass through the airport; they are familiar with .
several Westerners including Soviet-bloc technicians who are . - il
frequently at the airport. .

o vabew L h

-~ It is inconceivable that a U.S. PW could be 1iving freely
in Yientiane without U.S. Embassy detecting his presence.
. -~ The “power plant" that "Har s supposed to be operating
f ) has not been {n operation for years and is located across the °
street from the Swedish Embassy swimming pool and tennis courts,
frequented by U.S. Embassy personnel. There have never been any
hints of U.S. PWs anywhere near the power plant. -

: -- VO-P¥ has interviewed a former Lao military and civil
pilot who was based at Vientiane airport and a former Lao air
traffic controllier from Yientiane afrport. Both have reported
reliably. Both stated they know of several Westerners at and
around the airport, none of whom are Americans.

- Other stories told by scece {ncluded:

-- He was captured by Japanese in WWII. The Japanese PH
camp commander was a Harvard graduate. When he found that $004Cr
was from Boston, he released sSccecs -

-- He was captured during the Korean War and, while being
moved north, noted that the North Korean guards were watching for
American escapees headed south. He escaped by heading north --
an unexpected move -~ and then evading through the countryside
back to his unit. Enroute, he picked up approximately 600
stragglers from various units, forming them into a relatively
cohesive unit before returning to U.S. lines.

-- He was captured by the Pathet Lao in Laos, 1962, who used
him as a medic until his medicine ran out. They then released
him to go back and get more medicine if he would promise to
return to confinement. He gave them the slip but is somewhat
distressed that he “1ied“ to them about returning to captivity.

- sosRe¢  is best described as a "character” w1th a vivid
imagination.

-- He regularly pressed our interviewers to have a few
drinks with him before starting interviews. They declined.

- SOURLE i, a 30~ pTus-year Army veteran with
service in WWII, Korea and Vietnam {eight purp]e hearts total).

-- He is extremely difficult to talk to because of senility,
will not stay on the subject, delivers rambling “"war stories” and
makes marked changes in his stories.

Sournc € presented our interviewers with a 1ist of expenses
incurred on his trip to Laos. He suggested, strongly, several
times that we help him with his expenses, listed at $8,219.53.

SECAET MOFORN 0 ou

v T T
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g;:;i”;:; '_- - VU PW will produce a deta11ed ‘report and assessment after - —-= == T

reviewing tapes and notes of the {nterview.

; - 1 anticipate we will hear from soul¢s , through varioué
; channels for some time into the future. As an o01d soldier, he
has, and will exploit, contacts such as that yith GEN Kingston.

e = S TeTetvicwets A;;'_.._.. S
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RTIGH KATIONALS

XNCT RE
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-3040

COMMAND, CONTROL.
COMMUNICATIONS
AND INTELLIGENCE

S-014/DoD POW/MIA CDO . 37 JAN 1532

The Honorable John Kerry
‘Chairman, Select Committee on
POW/MIA Affairs
United states Senate -
Washington, D.C. 20510

‘Dear Senator Kerry:

In response to your two letters dated 20 December that requested
information pertaining to Laos and the POW/MIA issue, the &
‘enclosed source folders have been delivered to the Senate :
Security Office. We anticipate providing the responses to the

queries in the 20 December letters the week of 20 Jan 1992.

Additional source folders will be provided as expeditiously as

possible on a weekly basis. )

If you have any questions concerning the status of these Laos
reports, please contact our office at (703) 908-2706.

Sincerely,

ﬂ(&% ‘ ,/~ 0/L\., CAr7, VSA
5 Encls F¢¢ MARGARET R. MUNSON
See page 2 Director, DoD POW/MIA Central

Documentation Office

cc:

0SD/Legislative Affairs
w/0 enclosures
0SD/International Security
Affairs w/o enclosures
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SEPARATED FROM ENCLOSED DOCUMENTS
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AENCLOSURE LISTING TO S5-014/DoD POW-MIA CDO

1. Source Folder #2676,
{S/NF/ORCON), 1icy

2. Source Folder #14102,
(C/NF), lcy

3. Source Folder #10128,
(S/NF),. 1lcy

4. Source Folder #10171 -
(S{%F)! lcy

‘5. Source Folder #7842
.~ (S/NF), lcy
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"This document contains classified information affecting the national
security of the United States within the meaning of the espionage
laws, US Code Title 18, Sections 793, 794, and 798. The law prohibits

its transmission or the revelation of its contents in any manner fo
an unauthorized person, as well as its use in any manner prejudicial
to the safety or interest of the United States or for the benefit of any
foreign government to the detriment of the United States.

Ue

GROUP 1 N o
DED FROM AUTOMATIC IGRADI
EEeLO0ED 038 nz:usslsmﬁw



C0218999¢6

TOP-SECRET

19 December 1965

HIGHLIGHTS

Mekong Delta. The military uprising by tribal
elements sympathetic to the autonomy movement
FULRO has subsided except in one Special Forces
camp. Prospects for a successful resolution of
the tribal dissidence remains doubtful, So far,
Hanoi has not followed up on its 18 December
commentary which denounced US statements on the
Fanfani - La Pira peace initiative as "ground-
less fabrications."™ The North Vietnamese may
have been genuinely surprised by the uproar over
their conversations with La Pira.

I. The Military Situation in South Vietnam:
Viet Cong_TBFEE§“WEFE’?EF?IEETEFT?‘EETT?E"IE"TEE
Saigon/Capital Military Region area during the
weekend and the Viet Cong campaign of terrorism
continued unabated (Paras. 1-3). The joint USMC/ -
ARVN multibattalion ground sweeps--HARVEST MOON
and LIEN KET 18--are continuing while in the ini-
tial phases of the US Army Operation CLEAN HOUSE
elements of the 1st Air Cavalry Division have es-
tablished heavy contact with enemy forces (Paras. 4-6).
The Viet Cong are maintaining heavy pressure '
against South Vietnamese military positions in
coastal Quang Ngai Province, but there are indi-
cations that enemy operations in northwestern
Binh Duong Province may be at least temporarily
suspended (Paras. 9-10). |




C0218999%06

II. Political Developments in South Vietnam:
The milita¥y uprising by Tribal elements sympathetie
to the autonomy movement FULRO has subsided ex-
cept in one Special Forces camp, where troops are
apparently awaiting FULRO authorization before
resubmitting to government control (Paras. 1-3).
Prospects for a successful resolution of the
tribal dissidence, which has been simmering since
a similar revolt in late 1964, remain dubious in
view of deep-seated mutual distrust and past gov-
ernment performance (Paras. 4.5), The South Viet-
pamese Government has agreed to permit Interna-
tional Red Cross inspection of some prisoner of
war camps and to release seven North Vietnamese
prisoners to Red Cross custody (Para, 6). Three
US Air Force sergeants, captured with a fourth
sergeant who successfully escaped in early No-
vember, are reported by a defector to have been
killed in the escape attempt (Para. 7).

III. Military Developments in North Vietnam:
US air attacks were carried out on two major
bridges on 19 December (Para. 1). "Another US
aircraft--the ninth--was lost to a SAM (Para. 2).

19 December 1965
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V. Communist Political Developments: Commu-
nist propaganda is using the 1iith anniversary
of the National Liberation Front (NFLSV) to ex-
tol the NFLSV's domestic and international posi-
tion. Communist prospects in South Vietnam are
"splended," according to the military commander
of Viet Cong forces (Paras. 1-5). Hanol has so
far not followed up on its 18 December commentary
denouncing US statements in connection with the
Italian peace initiative (Para. 6). In a recent
conversation with Ambassador Harriman, Soviet Am-
bassador Dobrynin advanced the standard Soviet
line that a cessation of US bombing of North Viet-
nam "for a long enough period" might lead to dis-
cussions for a peaceful settlement. (Paras. 7-8). :

VI. Other Major Aspects: A wrap-up of
ROLLING THUNDER 44, conducted from 10 through 16
December, is given (Paras. 1-3).

19 December 1965
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I. THE MILITARY SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM

1, Viet Cong forces were particularly active
again in the Saigon/Capital Military Region area dur-
ing the weekend.. Enemy units last night reportedly
placed mortar and automatic weapons fire on govern-
ment positions less than four miles from the down-
town business section of Cholon, the Chinese section
of the capital. No friendly casualties were reported.
Meanwhile, just west of Saigon, in Hau Nghia Prov-
ince, a reinforced three-battalion ARVN sweep force
was heavily engaged on 18 December by the Viet Cong
near the district capital of Duc Hoa. Eleven gov-
ernment soldiers were killed and 48 wounded (2 US),
as against enemy losses of nine killed and one cap-
tured. Southwest of Saigon, in Ba Xuyen Province,
Viet Cong elements placed mortar fire on Soc Trang
Airfield. However, no aircraft were damaged and there
were no friendly casualties.

VC Terrorist Activity

2. The Viet Cong campaign of terrorism against
US personnel also continued unabated in Saigon over
the weekend. An enemy terrorist, who was subsequently
apprehended by police, last night hurled a grenade
from a moving vehicle at the Manor BOQ in downtown
Saigon. The grenade detcnated in the street in front
of the US officers billet, wounding five Vietnamese,
but resulting in no American casualties. On 18 Na= o orpef
vember, terrorists masquerading as policemen tossed
a grenade at three US soldiers walking on a street in
downtown Saigon, slightly wounding two of them.

3. In an attempt to provide added protection
against the announced intentions of the Viet Cong to
increase their terrorist activity, the US Military
Command in Vietnam (MACV) has imposed a dusk-to-dawn
curfew for all Americam military personnel in Saigon
for an indefinite period. Two hundred high-ranking
US officers were reportedly evacuated from the Brink
BOQ in Saigon on Saturday night, because of an alleged
bomb threat.

19 December 1965
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Allied Military Operations

4, On 18 December, one of three USMC bat-
talions participating in Operation HARVEST MOON--a
search-and-destroy ground sweep along the Quang Nam -
Quang Tin Province border--established heavy contact
with an estimated 200-man Viet Cong force. Seventy-
six Communist troops were killed and 20 weapons cap-
tured, in contrast to US losses of six killed and 25
wounded.

5, HARVEST MOON was begun on 8 December in con-
junction with a three-battalion ARVN operation--
LIEN KET 18. The joint operations have thus far re-
sulted in cumulative Viet Cong losses of 379 killed
(body count), 51 captured, 229 suspects detained,
and 74 weapons seized., Allied casualties currently
stand at 153 killed (45 US), 280 wounded (150 US),
and 181 missing (2 US).

6. Elements of the US lst Cavalry Division (Air
Mobile) established heavy contact with a Communist
force of undetermined strength on 18 December in the
opening phase of Operation CLEAN HOUSE, 15 miles north-
east of Qui Nhon, in central coastal Binh Dinh Prov~
ince. Preliminary reporits placed Viet Cong losses
at 43 killed, two captured, and 392 suspects detained,
as against US casualties of seven killed and 44
wounded. In addition, four supporting US helicopters
were downed by intensive enemy ground fire, two of
which were subsequently recovered.

7. US and Australian forces have been with~
drawn from the search-and-destroy/rice harvest security
operation, NEW LIFE 65, which was initiated in Binh
Tuy Province on 21 November. Five ARVN battalions
will continue to provide security for the rice harvest.
During the combined US/Australian/ARVN participation
phase, 22 Viet Cong were killed and 159 captured, as
against allied casualties of three killed (2 US, 1
Australian) and 28 wounded (9 US, 2 Australian, and
15 ARVN).

8. Operation SMASH, by two battalions plus artil-
lery elements of the US 1st Infantry Division, one bat-
talion of the US 173rd Airborne Brigade, and one ARVN
Ranger battalion, continues according to plan in the

19 December 1965
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Long Thanh - Binh Ba area of Phuoc Tuy Province. The
multibattalion ground sweep, initiated on 16 December
as a follow-up to the 15 December B-52 strike against
a suspected enemy supply facility in the operational
area, yesterday established contact with an estimated
Viet Cong battalion 25 miles north of Ba Ria (Phucc
Le) , the provincial capital., In the engagement that
ensued, 16 guerrillas were killed, four captured, and
20 suspects detained, as against American casualties
of three killed and nine wounded.

VC Military Actions

9. The Viet Cong are continuing to maintain heavy
pressure against South Vietnamese military positions
in coastal Quang Ngai Province, On 19 December, an
unknown number of Communist guerrillas attacked a
Regional Forces company ten miles north of Quang Ngail
city, inflicting friendly casualties of 23 killed and
13 wounded and capturing 29 weapons, Enemy losses
were placed at two killed and one wounded.

19 December 1965
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II. POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN SOUTH VIETNAM

1. A military uprising by armed units of
FULRO, a tribal autonomy movement in the central
highlands, has apparently completely subsided
except for sympathetic tribesmen in one govern-
ment Special Forces camp who are believed await-
ing instructions from the FULRO leader. The at-
mosphere at this camp, Plei Djereng in Pleiku
Province, is reported to be calm,

2. The revolt broke out in four highlands
provinces on 18 December following two days of
apparent unrest among Montagnard troops and
civilians near the provincial capital of Pleiku,
Armed FULRO units took over Gia Nghia, the
capital of Quang Duc Province, for about five
hours before surrendering peacefully to regular
South Vietnamese Army relief troops. In Phu :
Bon Province, a Regional Force company revolted
and seized Phu Thien district capital, where
some fighting occurred before the town was re-
captured by the government. Three Special Forces/-
CIDG camps were also affected: Plei Djereng and
Plei Mrong in Pleiku and Lac Thien at a district
headquarters in Darlac Province,

3. At the present time, the government has
reasserted control over all of the trouble areas
except Plei Djereng, and has agreed with FULRO
elements in Quang Duc Province to resume negotia-
tions on long-pending tribal demands for greater
autonomy, more representation in the government,
and special assistance in such areas as social
welfare and the preservation of their cultural
institutions. About 250 FULRO followers are be-
ing held by government forces, including some
100 arrested in Pleiku city., In the fighting
at Lac Thien in Phu Bon, 32 persons were killed
including the district chief, and 22 were

wounded; most of the insurgents escaped into

‘the surrounding hills.

19 December 1965
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4, Tribal dissidence has been simmering
since September 1964, when a similar revolt oc-
curred in four government CIDG camps. Elements
from these camps have since formed the core of
the FULRO autonomy movement under Rhade tribal
leader Y-Bham Enoul, now reportedly based across
the border in Cambodia. Following the 1964 re-
volt, former premier Khanh outlined a program
of government reforms and assistance in an ef-
fort to curb FULRO proselyting and the spread
of dissidence to other tribes in the highlands.
Little of this program has been seriously imple-
mented. More recently, the Ky government agreed
to negotiate terms for the return of FULRO units
to the government side, provided the demand for
autonomy was dropped. The negotiations were
plagued by chronic mutual suspicions, however,
and only about 400 FULRO troops have returned
voluntarily to government control,

5, Desplte suppression of the latest in-
surrection, prospects of a satisfactory solution
of the problem of tribal unrest are dubious,
Hostility and distrust are deep-rooted on both
sides, and Vietnamese officials have been sus-
picious of US prodding for concessions. Although
some Communist penetration of FULRO has been re-
ported, there continues to be no evidence of col-
lusion to date between FULRO and the Viet Cong.

GVN to Allow Red Cross Visits to POWs

6. The South Vietnamese Government has
agreed to furnish the International Red Cross
a list of about 450 names of prisoners of war,
and to permit Red Cross representatives to
visit some of these prisoners in POW camps

19 December 1965
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beginning about 20 December. In addition, Sai-

gon has informed the Red Cross that it will re-

lease seven PAVN prisoners to Red Cross custody,

with the option of choosing the country to which

they wish to be repatriated. Saigon continues

. to regard the bulk of non-PAVN, nonuniformed
prisoners in its hands as rebels rather than
prisoners of war in the legal sense, The prisoner -
release is designed to encourage the possibility
of future PW exchange.

7. Three of four US Air Force sergeants
captured by the Viet Cong about 1 November while
driving east of Saigon were shot and killed
during an attempted escape on 2 November, accord-
efector. The fourth,
who had successfully

eluded his captors and returned to US control,
had been unable to determine whether any of the
_other three had survived the escape attempt.
missing men are identified as

_ and Technical Sergeant Thomas Moore.

19 December 1965
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III. NORTH VIETNAMESE MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS

1. US aircraft struck two major bridges in
North Vietnam on 19 December. A night strike was
conducted by navy A6 Intruders against the Hai-
phong highway bridge, 47 miles east of Hanoi on
Route 10. Pilots were unable to assess damage to
this 1,350-foot bridge because of darkness, Air
force F-105 Thunderchiefs once again attacked the
Bac Can highway bridge on Route 3 some 65 miles
north of Hanoi. Two spans of the bridge were
reportedly dropped.

2. An air force F4C Phantom flying MIG
cover for the Bac Can strike group was apparently
damaged by a surface~to-air missile. The air-
craft was able to fly as far as Thailand before
the two crew members were forced to eject. Both
were safely picked up. This is the ninth US air-
craft lost to a SAM.

DRV Air Fofce Developments

19 December 1965
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Bomb Damage to Offshore Islands

however, Tiger Island, as well as several

other offshore islands in the Tonkin Gulf, have
been used for months as secondary targets or
areas in which unexpended ordnance is disposed. -
Many of these islands formerly housed radar in-
stallations, but it is likely that all radar
equipment has now been removed to safer loca-.
tions., The air strikes have had very little ef-
fect on the small garrisons which are apparently
housed in caves or underground bunkers on many
of these islands.

DRV Naval Activitiés

19 December 1965
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IV, OTHER COMMUNIST MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS
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V. COMMUNIST POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS

1, The Communists continued today to use
the fifth anniversary of the National Liberation
Front, which falls on 20 December, as the peg
point for a spurt of propaganda extolling the
NFLSV's domestic and international position,
This was the main theme of a lengthy communigué
by the Front's news agency, broadcast by Hanoi
on the 19th. It declared that the NFLSV is
"in practice now assuming the functions of a
strong, stable, really democratic state of the
people”™ in South Vietnam. 1In the "interna-
tional arena," sald the communiqué, the
Front exerts a '"broad influence and a great
prestige." The objective in .this propaganda
line seems to be to build up as strong an image
of NFLSV authority as possible for foreign :
audiences, while carefully avoiding any flat
claims to de jure governmental status on the
part of the Front,

2. The communiqué also dealt with alleged
US plans to push the Republic of Vietnam army
into the background and to fight a direct war
against the "South Vietnamese people™ with the
US armed forces. This has been an underlying
theme in Communist propaganda for some time,
but was more directly developed in this com-
muniqué than in the past. The communiqué claimed,
for example, that the "puppet army is now being
used as a supplementary force on certain battle-
fields, and is given only auxiliary tasks.,"
While the obvious purpose of this propaganda is
to stir US - South Vietnamese dissension, it
probably also reflects some genuine Vietnamese
Communist concern with the increasingly direct
confrontation between US and Viet Cong armed
forces.

3. Chinese Communist propaganda on the
Front anniversary has also focused on the mili-
tary and political situation in South Vietnam.

19 December 1965
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A People's Daily editorial on 19 December claimed
thal the situation "had never been so favorable
as it is now" for the Viet Cong., 1In a lengthy
pep talk, the editorial argued that it was im-
perative for the South Vietnamese to keep up the
fight since "armed struggle" is the "main and
decisive" way to defeat the US, Proper spirit
and tactics in the struggle, declared the edi-
torial, would overcome any "hardships and dif-
ficulties" faced by the insurgents. The edi-
torial reasserted Chinese promises of full sup-
port for the Vietnamese in their fight, but did
not go beyond long standing Peking formulations
in this regard,

4, The editorial's optimistic view of the
situation was also echoed in an interview broad-
cast by Peking on the 19th which purportedly took
place between a Chinese correspondent and the
"commander'" of the Viet Cong forces, somewhere
in South Vietnam. - This is the first time we
have seen the Communists voice the opinions of
the "commander'" of the Viet Cong military arm.
According to the Viet Cong boss, the insurgents
prospects are "splendid.," Although he implied
that the commitment of US ground troops to the
fighting had temporarily arrested the ARVN
drift toward defeat, he argued that the US
forces themselves had suffered '"crushing" de-
feats from the "middle of October through No-
vember," and that the Americans have "still
not séized the initiative on the battlefield.”
The Viet Cong commander said that the insur-~
gents expect further US '"counterattacks," es-
pecially before the "dry season' ends in the
South, but he declared that the Viet Cong would
win in the end.

5. Moscow chimed in with a propaganda treat-
ment of the Front anniversary similar to that in
other Communist capitals. An article published

19 December 1965
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in Pravda on the 19th by Dang Quang Minh, head of
the NFLSV mission in the USSR, claimed that the Front
"holds a prominent place and enjoys great authority
throughout the world." Minh also voiced 'pro-

found gratitude" for Soviet assistance and sup-

port,

The Italian Peace Initiative

6. So far, Hanoi has not followed up on its
18 December commentary which denounced US state-
ments on the Fanfani - La Pira peace initiative
as "groundless fabrications.'" The 18 December
commentary declared that there had not been any
negotiations "probe™ by Hancl through the
Italians and that US statements on this score
were designed to cover further US military escala-
tion of the war. The wording of the DRV commen-
tary suggested that the North Vietnamese were
genuinely surprised by the uproar over their
conversations with La Pira. The commentary at-
tempted to make it clear that Ho and Pham Van
Dong had talked to La Pira at the latter's re-
quest, and that the DRV position on the war had
been restated in standard terms,

Soviets Pressing Privately for Bombing cessation

7. 1In a recent conversation with Ambassador
Harriman, Soviet Ambassador Dobrynin took the
line that a cessation of US bombing of North
Vietnam "for a long enough period'" might lead
to discussions for a peaceful settlement. Dobry-
nin, however, would not explain what led the
Soviets to believe that Hanoli would adopt a more
conciliatory attitude in the event the US attacks
ceased, He implied that Moscow would encourage
the North Vietnamese in this direction, but
avoided any claim that Russian "encouragement”
would in fact significantly influence Hanol s
decision.

19 December 1965
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8., Significantly, Dobrynin stopped short
of any firm prediction or assurance as to what
North Vietnamese concessions could be expected
- if the bombings were stopped. In this respect
his comments followed the example of private
statements made by Russian spokesmen during
similar conversatioms in the past.

19 December 1865
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VI. OTHER MAJOR ASPECTS

1. ROLLING THUNDER 44, conducted from 10 through
16 December, was severely hampered by the Northeast
Monsoon which caused poor weather over much of North
Vietnam. The majority of sorties were devoted to
armed reconnaissance along lines of communication. A
number of strikes were also conducted against coastal
and island radar sites and the unused Nghio Lo Air-
field, some 80 miles west-northwest of Hanoi. One
leaflet drop was made near Hoi Xuan, some 65 miles
southwest of Hanoi.

2. The most significant strike of the week took
place on 15 December against the Uong Bi thermal power
plant north of Haiphong. Due in large part to bad
weather, only five of the 24 aircraft scheduled to
make the strike were successful in dropping their
bombs on target. The remainder were either diverted
to other missions or were canceled. Pilots reported
that several bombs hit the warehouse and storage
area and in the transformer yard. The generator yard
was repertedly also hit and several secondary explo-
sions noted. No photographic assessment of the dam-
age has been received as yet. Subsequent to the

3. One US aircraft, an F-105 Thunderchief, was
lost in the Uong Bi strike. The pilot was rescued.
Another navy aircraft, an A4 Skyhawk, was lost while
attempting to land on its carrier. The pilot was
killed. Total US aircraft losses during operations
against North Vietnam now stand at 177; of these 166
have been lost due to hostile action, the remainder
have been lost as a result of malfunction or other
causes.

19 December 1965
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Scope Note

Vietnamese Intentions, Capabilities,
and Performance Concerning the
POW/MIA Issue (U)

This National Intelligence Estimate was requested by Samuel R. Berger,
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs, in conjunction with
the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence. It addresses two key
questions:

« Since 1987, to what extent has the leadership of the Government of the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam (SRV) demonstrated a commitment to
cooperating with the United States to achieve the fullest possible
accounting of American personnel missing in action during the Vietnam
conflict?

« What is the Intelligence Community’s assessment of the so-called “1205”
and “735” documents from the Russian archives? (These two intelligence
reports raised troubling questions about whether all American prisoners
of war (POWs) were released during “Operation Homecoming” in 1973
by citing substantially higher numbers of live American prisoners in
Hanoi than were ultimately released.)

This NIE differs from standard estimative papers in that it has an historical
focus rather than projecting forward to the future. Some of the judgments it
reaches are based upon assessments made by experienced American offi-
cials rather than upon a sizable body of intelligence reporting. In some
cases we had to consider intelligence reporting that is as much as

25 years old

For these and other reasons, there are important gaps in our knowledge of
these sensitive issues, and our judgments must therefore be cautious.
Accordingly, the Estimate contains a lengthy annex on methodology that
describes available information, intelligence gaps, and how the judgments

were reached{:]

I _Seeret”
NIE 98-03
April 1995 -
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Key Judgments

Vietnamese Intentions, Capabilities,

and Performance Concerning the
POW/MIA Issue

Since the early 1990s, we have seen evidence for increased Vietnamese
cooperation on the POW/MIA issue in the strengthened staffing, increased

responsiveness, and growing professionalization of the Vietnamese organi-
zations that deal with this issue:

« In our view, Hanoi judges that better ties to the United States are in Viet-
nam’s own security and economic development interests and that normal-
jzation requires progress on the POW/MIA issue.

- US financial support for cooperative action and willingness to agree
to reciprocity on Vietnamese humanitarian concerns also encourage
cooperation.

Consequently, we judge that Vietnam has become more helpful in assisting
US efforts to achieve the fullest possible accounting of American personnel
missing in action during the Vietnam conflict. On the issue of recovering
and repatriating remains of US personnel, we rate Vietnamese cooperation
as excellent. Cooperation also has been good on assisting with trilateral
investigations and providing documents (see table on page 7).

We think Hanoi’s decision to be more cooperative with the United States
on POW/MIA accounting has not come easily to the Vietnamese leaders.
Longstanding ideological distrust, animosity lingering from the war, suspi-
cion of American motives, and fear of intelligence exploitation all have
operated at times to limit Vietnam’s willingness to cooperate on recovering
or accounting for US MIAs. But our reporting suggests that the POW/MIA
issue no longer has the political sensitivity it once had. D

Incidents of outright refusal to cooperate with US investigators have
decreased, but there are still instances in which the Vietnamese raise objec-
tions to POW/MIA activities. In most cases, the Vietnamese cite consider-
ations of sovereignty—for example, in refusing to make internal Politburo
documents accessible to US investigators; security, such as not allowing
US officials to enter classified locations and facilities; or technical
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problems, such as difficulty in locating documents or records. Occasionally
the Vietnamese state that local villagers are concerned about the intrusive
nature of investigations and recovery activities

Moreover, although Vietnam’s performance generally has improved with
respect to the US POW/MIA issue, we think Hanoi has not been com-
pletely forthcoming on certain POW/MIA matters:

« In some instances, we believe full disclosure would prove embarrassing
to the regime. For example, Hanoi continues to deny that US POWs were
mistreated while in captivity in the North.

« We think Vietnam still has records it could make available to US investi-
gators but which would discredit its denials of mistreatment.

« A few reports of transfers of US POWs to Russia and other countries are
unexplained, and the books remain open.[ |

Although 120 live-sighting investigations have been carried out by UsS
teams, none has generated any credible evidence of American POWs left in
Vietnam. Hanoi protests having to investigate such cases, but reports
appear regularly—most recently on five POWs possibly being held in
I.aos—and established procedures for resolving them continue to be in

effect| |

Although Vietnam’s overall performance in dealing with the POW/MIA
problem has been good in recent years, the unresolved issues noted above
suggest the need for continued close attention by the US Government

We assess continued progress in POW/MIA accounting will require over-
coming two types of obstacles:

« Technical problems, such as difficulty in retrieving archival materials,
contacting leads, and conducting field activities by the Joint Task Force—
Full Accounting (JTE-FA), are more amenable to resolution than political
obstacles. Not all can be overcome—the passage of time and geographic
change increase the difficulty of recovery operations—but some can be
overcome through improving technology, maintaining US financial
commitment, and supporting continued professionalization on the
Vietnamese side.
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( Figure 1
Summary Evaluation: Vietnamese Cooperation
With the United States on POW/MIA Accounting] |

Level of

Element Cooperation Comments

Joint field activities; recovery Excellent Has been improving since early1990s;

and repatriation of remains increasing professionalism on part

of Vietnamese.

Assisting with trilateral Good Vietnamese work hard to obtain Laotian

investigations cooperation in recovery efforts.

Providing documents, personal Good Vietnamese have willingly provided

artifacts, and equipment numerous documents but probably are

holding out on those that would embarrass
the government.

Making officials available Fair to good Some retired officials may resist

for interviews interviews.

Live-sighting Reluctant, but Vietnamese resent live-sighting
cooperation still investigations and question their utility.
reasonably good

Transfer of POWs to Uncertain Vietnamese say none were transferred,

Soviet Union but issue remains open.

Source: US officials responsible for carrying out research, investigation, and
joint recovery operations of American POW/MIAs.

]

362279PMB.5 4-98

« Overcoming political obstacles—such as Vietnam’s sensitivities about
infringements on its sovereignty and obstructionist tendencies on archival
research and live-sighting reports—will be more difficult. In the past,
Vietnam has reacted best to straightforwardness combined with respect
and US acknowledgment of Hanoi’s own MIA accounting efforts.@

We have reviewed the so-called “1205” and “735” documents, which
purport—falsely in our view—to0 be reports to the party leadership contain-
ing statements that Hanoi held large numbers of US POWs above those
acknowledged to the United States. We believe the judgments in the 1993
Intelligence Community assessment released by the Department of
Defense (DOD) remain valid: that the documents are probably authentic
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GRU (Soviet Military Intelligence)—collected documents. But many of the
details of the documents, including dates and other facts, are implausible or
inconsistent with reliable evidence. In particular, the numbers of POWs
allegedly held by Hanoi at the times mentioned are inconsistent with reli-
able US Government statistics and far outnumber the actual total of open
cases. We believe that neither document provides a factual foundation upon
which to judge Vietnamese performance on the POW/MIA question.lﬁ
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Discussion

Suert

Part I: The Question of Vietnamese
Cooperation

Since 1987, Vietnam’s attitude and overall
approach toward cooperation with the United

States on prisoners of war or missing in action
(POW/MIA) issues have improved.

First and foremost is the improved staff profes-
sionalism and efficiency of the Vietnamese
agencies that deal with US POW/MIA issues.

Over the last 10 years this situation has
changed substantiall;ﬂ

Officials are

increasingly professional and are upwardly
mobile in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the
Ministry of Defense, and the Ministry of the
Interior. Many Foreign Ministry junior person-
nel receive training there. According to US offi-
cials, many Vietnamese officials who work
POW/MIA issues have demonstrated skill and

initiative] |

Hanoi has been moving toward better coopera-
tion since that time for a vériety of reasons, but
particularly since 1992—when the United
States began seriously to discuss easing trade

restrictions and normalizing relations—Viet-
nam has become more cooperative in assisting
the United States locate and recover the
remains of MIAs. Also, the easing of bilateral
tensions after the Paris Agreement on Cambo-
dia in 1991 (which ended Vietnam’s occupation
of Cambodia) created a climate more condu-
cive to Vietnamese cooperation. We assess that
Vietnam has become more cooperative for |
these reasons:

« Hanoi wants engagement with Washington,
especially since the collapse of the Soviet
Union, which had been Vietnam'’s key ally
and supporter. Vietnam now perceives coop-
erative relations with the United States to be
essential for furthering its economic and
security objectives. Vietnamese leaders rec-
ognize that Washington will be a key power
in the region, and American business is a
potential major source of investment. They
recognize that better cooperation on the
POW/MIA issue is central to Washington’s
ability to forge a better bilateral relationship.
Normalization of relations has generally rein-
forced Vietnam’s willingness to improve
cooperation.

« The effort does not place any great demand
on Vietnam’s own limited resources. The
United States provides financial backing for
cooperative endeavors to account for MIAs—
about $9.5 million annually to underwrite
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. joint recovery efforts in Vietnam. Most of this
The 1992 CIA Study| | goes to Vietnam to fund the five joint field
activities held annually.' D

Some of the highlights of the Key Judg-

ments of the CIA Study, Vietnam: Adjust- Vietnam's more cooperative approach was

ing Its Strategy on the POW/MIA Issue, of observed by CIA analysts in the early 1990s

January 1992, include: (see inset). Since then, reciprocal actions by the
US and Vietnamese Governments have fostered

During the past four years, Vietnam has an even better climate for approaching the

become more cooperative in resolving POW/MIA issue:

questions concerning US military person-

nel reported as possible prisoners of war « The US “Hanoi Office” (US MIA Office) was

or missing in action (POWsIMIAs) in the opened in June 1991.

Vietnam war. The government has made

several important gestures since 1988, « In March 1992, Foreign Minister Nguyen

including turning over more remains and Manh Cam told the Assistant Secretary of

material evidence than during the preced- State for East Asia and the Pacific that Viet-

ing 13 years; participating, for the first nam would expand cooperation with the

time, in joint investigations of sites where United States on POW/MIA issues. The two

American planes crashed or missing Us sides agreed on a 24-month recovery/repatri-

servicemen were last seen; and, beginning ation program, a mechanism to investigate

in 1990, giving US experts limited access live-sighting reports, and a process for pro-

to military museums and archives contain- viding US humanitarian aid to Vietnam.

ing.records detailing Vietnamese investi-
gations of American losses.

In July 1993, Vietnam received the highest
level US delegation since the end of the Viet-
nam war and agreed to allow US State
Department officials to be stationed in Hanoi
to assist JTF-FA activities.

In May 1994, Vietnam agreed to opening a
US liaison office in Hanoi to facilitate
progress on POW/MIA accounting and as a
prelude to diplomatic relations. US officials
arrived in August, and the office formally
opened in January 1995

Even under the best of circumstances, there
are limits to what the U nited States could i According to JTF-FA estimates, since FY 1995 each field

expect to ac hieve. recovery activity in Vietnam has cost about US $1.6 million.

J—
%t 10
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Responding To US Government Accounting
Efforts

Since 1992, Hanoi also has become much more
cooperative in allowing US officials to meet
and interview Vietnamese citizens who could
be knowledgeable of MIA information,

Recent Vietnamese Intentions

to be more cooperative with the

United States on POW/MIA accounting. This
decision has not come easily to the Hanoi Gov-
ernment, in our view. Longstanding ideological
distrust, animosity lingering from the war, sus-
picion of American motives, and fear of intelli-
gence exploitation all have operated at times f0
limit Vietnam’s willingness to cooperate on
recovering or accounting for US MIAs. Viet-
namese officials frequently point to the dispar-
ity between their work to recover missing
American soldiers and efforts to account for
their own, which number more than 300,000.
They must also overcome interbureaucratic
rivalries and central-local disputes to maximize
their cooperation. But our reporting indicates to
us that the POW/MIA issue no longer has the
political sensitivity it once had. (S)

11

A good indicator of Vietnamese intentions is
the degree to which Vietnamese officials have
undertaken unilateral efforts—that is, efforts
without direct participation by the JTF-FA—
assist in locating remains of US MIAs.

S officials at JTF-FA sugges
that the Vietnamese side has worked energeti-
cally to follow up leads and schedule field
activities to locate and recover remains. In
some instances, Vietnamese on recovery teants
have willingly worked beyond the terms of
their contracts to successfully complete opera-
tions (see inset on page 17),

Cultural reasons, in addition to official policy,
contributes to this record. Families are of great
importance to the Vietnamese. Vietnamese
workers who participate in the field recovery
efforts frequently express respect for US efforts
to recover remains of American dead.

For local officials, participation in joint field
activities can be financially profitable. People
in their villages can earn much more by

_Secret
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working on the activity than they could in their
normal work. Local officials usually seek to
parcel out work force assignments based on
kinship ties and other traditional connections.
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divulges may be used to undermine its author-
ity, punish its past behavior, or embarrass it
politically. In our view, it is adept at defending

Instances of Vietnamese Noncooperation
Vietnam’s Marxist-Leninist political system is
habitually secretive and distrustful of foreign
influences, fearful that any information it

13 §e@r€t’
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its sovereignty and protecting its secrets. That
said, there have been few instances in which
Vietnamese authorities have flatly refused US
requests concerning an accounting for MIAs.
Vietnamese tend to avoid direct refusals.
Rather, they indirectly decline US requests by
asserting that Vietnam will undertake unilateral

_Seeret

measures to achieve the accounting the US
seeks. Among the most significant examples:

- Although Vietnam has provided thousands of
documents to the US side, US requests to see
Politburo documents pertaining to US POW/
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MIA issues have been turned aside. The Viet-
namese insist that these records are sensitive
and can not be directly viewed by foreigners.
Vietnamese authorities have said they will
research the records and provide relevant

POW/MIA information,

\




100311210

———E

» Vietnamese authorities have not facilitated
interviews with some senior retired military
officers whom US officials think could pro-
vide POW/MIA information. Vietnamese
authorities claim that these retirees do not
wish to be interviewed by US officials and in
some instances lack knowledge.

 Vietnam does not allow joint field activities in
“classified” military areas. Vietnam offers to
undertake unilateral searches in these areas
when detailed and credible leads are pro-
vided. In a few instances, the Vietnamese
have been able to provide remains from these

opposition was lessened by Politburo decisions

in the early 1990s|

- locations to US authoritiesj

At the working level, Vietnamese officials are
not always amenable to US requests

We occasionally see some hints of continuing
dissatisfaction, however. For example, in
March 1996 the Army Newspaper Quan Doi
Nhan Dan warmned that the United States was
taking advantage of MIA searches to “grasp
and exploit many of our secrets.” The tone of
the article was that cooperation with the United
States could threaten Vietnam’s interests.

this statement

\did suggest that some elements-

Vietnam’s Bureaucracy: Responsiveness and
Resistance

Our review of the past decade suggests that

. some key elements of Vietnam’s government
initially were reluctant to assist the United
States in resolving POW/MIA issues. Such

Secrét

of Vietnam’s bureaucracy did not favor full
engagement with the United States on POW/
MIA issues. Consequently, for cooperation to
continue, Vietnamese leaders and VNOSMP
officials probably will continue to have to
maintain pressure on all elements of the
bureaucracy.

The Record of SRV Responsiveness
Recovery and Repatriation of Remains. Viet-
namese responsiveness on the recovery and
repatriation issue is currently described by JTF-
FA officials as excellent. According to Viet-
namese figures, since the end of the war, Hanoi
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Vietnamese Initiative in Recovery
Operations: Recent ExampleD

Case 1364

On 22 January 1969, SP5 Douglas Alan
Ross was killed during a combat operation
in South Vietnam. His unit was forced to take
cover. Other dead and wounded were recov-
ered in an extensive search the next day, but
the body of SP5 Ross was not found. He
eventually became Case 1364.

In January 1994, a joint US-Vietnamese
team investigated Case 1364 in La Mo Nong
Village, Chu Pa District, Gia Lai Province.

The team searched a 600-square-meter area

and questioned local residents but found no
information.

In early July 1997, two Vietnamese villagers
reported to Gia Lai Province officials that,
while using a metal detector to search for
scrap aluminum, they had found the grave of
an American. They produced identification
tags reading: Ross, Douglas, US 56719861,
A, Lutheran. Provincial authorities notified
the central government, which then informed
the JFT-FA detachment in Hanoi. A joint
team was dispatched to Pleiku township on 6
July to question local witnesses and retrieve
the remains. These were repatriated in Sep-
tember 1997 and approved for identification
by the Armed forces Identification Review
Board on 18 February 1998.

Case 1927

On 24 September 1972, Lt. Daniel Borah's
aircraft was hit by antiaircraft fire and

crashed into the jungle in North Vietnam.
Two other aircraft saw a parachute and
heard voice radio transmissions while the
parachute was in the air. After the parachute
landed in the trees, an emergency beacon
was heard for a short time, then silence.
Other aircrew saw the parachute pulled
down through the trees. Large concentra-
tions of PAVN forces in the area precluded a
ground search. Three days of air search and

rescue efforts failed to locate any sign of Lt.
Borah.

In 1991, photographs purporting to be of Lt.
Borah and his Lao guard surfaced in South-
east Asia. Borah family members stated that
the man in the photos was indeed Lt. Borah.
The world press cited this as evidence of live
American POWs still in Southeast Asia.
Extensive investigation into the origin of the
photos, however, revealed that they were in
fact a hoax. The individual believed to be Lt.
Borah was actually a Lao named Ahrao, as
was confirmed in interviews with him.

In September 1995, the “Office for Seeking
Missing Persons” (VNOSMP) reported that
it had located a veteran of an antiaircraft
battery whose members had found a dead
American pilot named “Borah” and had
buried the body. The VNOSMP located a wit-
ness to the burial and then provided this
information (though not the witness) to US
investigators in January 1996. In March, a
joint US-Vietnamese team excavated the site
and recovered a complete set of remains. The
remains were subsequently identified as
those of Lt. Daniel Borah.

I
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Figure 2. A recovery team excavates the site of a B-52 crash just outside
Hanoi, Viemamr_lﬁ

has returned remains to US officials on 67
occasions, totaling 717 sets (not all of which
were of US personnel). Since January 1992,
when joint recovery operations began in ear-
nest, the Central Identification Laboratory in
Hawaii (CILHI) reports that 263 sets of
remains have been repatriated. Of these, identi-
fication has been completed on 101 sets, while
identifications on 25 sets are pending review by
Service Secretaries, and 51 sets are undergoing
final lab review. Procedures for handling
remains have been jointly developed and work
smoothly.

We have no evidence that the Vietnamese pres-
ently are storing remains of American dead. A
1987 Special National Intelligence Estimate
(SNIE) stated that we had evidence that Viet-
nam was storing about 400 to 600 sets of
remains. But that judgment was retracted in
1996 because it turned out to have been based

§eer€t

on the unsupported testimony of a single unre-
liable source.? The Vietnamese Government
collected and stored remains during the Viet-
nam war, but we do not know how many. A
considerable number were returned to various
US delegations that visited Vietnam:

« CILHI reports that since the early 1990s there
has been no indication of storage in the
remains returned by the Vietnamese to the
United States, including those sets of remains
obtained outside the JTF-FA joint recovery
efforts.>

2 Intelligence Community Assessment 96-05, Vietnamese Stor-
age of Remains of Unaccounted US Personnel (October 1996).

T DPMO in conjunction with CILHI presently has a study
underway to investigate the question of Vietnamese storage of
the remains of US personnel. Further conclusions on this issue
must await the results of this study.D

8
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Resolution of Discrepancy Cases. According
to the Department of Defense POW and Miss-
ing Personnel Office (DPMO) data, 48 “priority
discrepancy” cases remain to be resolved with
Vietnam. This compares with the original 196
cases in 1990.4 These are cases where US
information about a missing US serviceman
seems to differ from that of the Vietnamese.
Vietnam facilitates a US special team that has
extensive geographic access to conduct
research and investigations on discrepancy
cases,

US officials believe Vietnam has, for the most
part, been cooperative on these cases. The main
difficulty in resolving such cases is in obtaining
leads. When we or the Vietnamese obtain such
Jeads, they have acted promptly to help resolve
the discrepancy, according to US ofﬁcials.j

Assistance in Implementing Trilateral Investi-

gations With Laosj

4 The original priority discrepancy cases were established by
US officials after visits to Vietnam by General Vessey, the US
special representative, in the late 1980s and early l9905.‘j

Seeret

POW/MIA Accounting] |

The Department of Defense POW and
Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) main-
tains the record of unaccounted for Ameri-
cans in Vietnam. As of March 1998, 1,565
Americans were so listed. The vast major-
ity of these cases involve individuals who
are known to have been killed or were last
seen in circumstances in which death was
a near certainty:

e Of the 1565, there were 825 confirmed
dead at wartime by their commanders
and comrades.

« Subsequently, intensive research by US
Government officials has established
‘that half the remainder—about 370 peo-
ple—are dead.

» Only 48 are considered to be priority
discrepancy cases—that is, cases involv-
ing American personnel who were
known to be alive, not gravely wounded,
and in proximity to the enemy at the time
of their loss.

¢ Source: DPMO

T JUS officials note
that the Laotians have become somewhat more
cooperative over the last two or three years,
perhaps because they are gaining experience
with US POW/MIA issues.[ |

SecFet
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Trilateral investigations focus on those areas of
Laos that were more or less controlled by Viet-
nam during the war. The procedures for con-
ducting operations are gradually becoming less
cumbersome, such as those for interviewing
witnesses and conducting field activities. Joint
recovery activities in Laos have been conducted
according to geographic priorities, mostly on a

North-to-South basis,T

Provision of POW/MIA—Related Documents,
Personal Artifacts, and Equipment. Vietnam
has provided over 28,000 documents to US
officials, but we believe the Vietnamese proba-
bly could improve their record in providing

these materials.

» Vietnam'’s archival filing and retrieval system
for material 25 to 30 years old may not be
adequate to readily produce relevant

documentsJ

Nevertheless, Vietnam has become more coop-
erative than before in providing such materials.
In several instances, Vietnam has provided doc-
uments that its investigators uncovered unilat-
erally. When the US side has good leads, the
process of obtaining records and artifacts has
been eased. For example, in May 1995, Viet-
namese authorities gave a US delegation over
200 pages of documents, sketch maps, and wit-
ness reports collected by their investigation
teams. The documents included a comprehen-
sive review of all special remains cases, includ-
ing photographs, grave registration lists, and
“died in captivity” lists.

Live-Sighting Reports. Live-sighting investiga-
tions are a particularly difficult problem. Hanoi
is sensitive about allegations it is holding
POWs since the releases mandated by the Paris
accords in 1973 and expresses doubt that inves-
tigations of such reports will yield any results.
Hundreds of such reports have been found to be
inaccurate during a prescreening process,
including many that were received through
intelligence channels. Since 1987, US officials
have conducted 120 on-site investigations of
live-sighting reports. Thus far, none has turned
up convincing evidence of live American
POWs still in Vietnam. After investigation,
many of the reports turned out to be scams. Still
others were deemed inaccurate because the
investigators could not find the locations or
structures cited in the reports. A few have

20
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Documents D

The Vietnamese have turned over a wide
array of wartime and postwar documents
that have contributed directly to accounting
for missing Americans, resolving questions
about why remains cannot be recovered, and
confirming loss locations for downed avia-
tors. Among the most useful are a collection
of contemporary reports, prepared for Viet-
nam’s internal use, that list US casualties,
note whether remains were collected and
buried, identify grave sites, and indicate
whether the central government was able to
collect remains. So far US officials have
acquired documents of this type for 21 of 26
northern wartime provinces. Of the five prov-
inces for which these officials do not yet have
such records, all are in the far north of Viet-
nam; there are only two in which Americans
were lost in any number.

For several of these same areas, Vietnam has
also provided records prepared by wartime
military organizations that detail the loca-
tions of downed aircraft. Using data from
these “shootdown rosters,” US officials have
been able to locate previously unknown air-
craft crash sites and to send joint teams to
investigate on the ground and find out what
happened to the aircrews.

The documents have also helped determine
which US losses were known to Vietnamese
forces within a defined geographic area and
which were not. Establishing which losses

occurred without Vietnamese awareness has
enabled US officials to assess the degree to
which they should expect assistance from Viet-
nam in investigating particular cases. In some
cases, such evidence has enabled US officials
to conclude that certain aircraft crashed at
sea or in remote unpopulated areas.

The ability to prepare, preserve, and trans-
port documents declined precipitously out-
side northern Vietnam. In southern Vietnam
and in the border areas of Cambodia and
Laos, the field conditions in which Commu-
nist forces operated and the mobility of their
headquarters, which frequently came under
attack by US and Allied forces, militated
against extensive recordkeeping.

The few records acquired from outside north-
ern Vietnam relate chiefly to POWs who died
in captivity. One exception is a list of aircraft
downed by PAVN forces in southern Laos.
This record is a postwar compilation of elec-
tronic message traffic from units in this area.
The terse entries suggest the focus was iden-
tifying units that should be credited with a
downing and not where aircraft crashed or
what happened to the aircrews.

The Vietnamese have permitted US personnel
to examine thousands of open-source wartime
records, including museum artifacts and
receipts, documentary films, news photos, and
central and provincial newspapers.

21
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turned up Americans or Eurasians who were
not former POWs.$

The SRV’s Dedication of Resources to the
POW/MIA Issue

Vietnam’s primary resource is people, not
money. We assess that Vietnam has assigned
increasingly qualified people to POW/MIA
issues and has given them the authority to act in
conjunction with their US counterparts. This
assessment is based on the experience of US
officials who have longtime experience work-
ing with the Vietnamese on the POW/MIA
issue. The Vietnamese have become adept at
adjusting their support for joint field activities
to meet US requirements.| |

¢ One case, for example, turned out to be a former US service-
man, not a POW, who returned to Vietnam to live with his Viet-
namese wife and Amerasian child.

ret

Vietnam’s primary interest will continue to be

engagement with the United States, and Hanoi
will watch carefully for signs that Washington’s
efforts to achieve full accounting are flagging.

Vietnam would adjust its policies accordingly.

Vietnam probably would regard a US decision

to reduce expenditures for the POW/MIA mis-
sion or to reduce field activities as an indicator
that US interest was waning.D

Were POWs Interrogated by Russians?

We are uncertain whether Vietnam or Russia
have been fully forthcoming on cases of Rus-
sian interrogations of POWs. This question is
important because no returning POWs, except
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Live-Sighting Investigations :'

Although 120 live-sighting investigations
have been carried out, none has generated
any credible evidence of American POWs
left in Vietnam. Hanoi protests having to
investigate such cases, but reports surface
regularly—most recently on five POWs
possibly being held in Laos—and estab-
lished procedures for resolving them con-
tinue to work well. For example, the latest
live-sighting case in Vietnam was resolved

in March 1998 E

for one CIA civilian employee, reported knowl-
edge of being interrogated by Russians. The
Russians may have witnessed the interrogation
of some POWs without the POW’s knowledge.
For example, in interviews with US officials, V.
G. Panov (Lt. Col., ret.) said that he, along with
other foreign officers (Chinese, Korean, and
perhaps European), witnessed the interroga-
tions of American POWs on four separate occa-
sions. Panov also stated, however, that he
believed the POWs may have been unaware
that he was a Soviet officer] |

The evidence on Russian involvement in inter-
rogations is contradictory. Former KGB Gen-
eral Kalugin said that Russians had questioned
US POWSs; President Yel’tsin also claimed this
had happened.” Besides Panov, noted above,
other Russian officers interviewed by DPMO’s
Joint Commission Support Directorate have
said they were present during the interrogation
of American POWSB

Other Russians, however, have denied such
allegations. Those who were in Vietnam during
the war have stated that the Vietnamese, sensi-
tive about sovereignty, did not allow the Soviets
to be involved in interrogations. Rather, the
Soviets would pass to the Vietnamese their
questions, and the Vietnamese would occasion-
ally provide information. Panov, for example,
stated that he could only witness interrogations
of Americans when his questions were being
asked. The Russian questions reflected

the Soviet preoccupation with technical
intelligence.

Given these competing claims, the reports
require continuing investigation.m

Were Some POWs Transferred to Russia or
Elsewhere?

We have reviewed many reports that claim that
POWs were transferred out of Vietnam. None
of these reports have been substantiated, and
many have proved unreliable.? But a few
received since 1992 remain under investigation -
or unresolved,

Seerst
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We also have credible reports that US POWs

- were not transferred out of Vietnam. General
Volkogonov told the US-Russian Commission
on POW/MIA Affairs that his delegation had
uncovered no evidence that US prisoners had
been transported from Vietnam to the USSR.
Several of the Russians who served in Vietnam
during the war, and would have reason to know,
were interviewed by US officials and insisted
that no US POWs were transferred to the
USSR. For example, K. F. Katushev, former
Central Committee Secretary for Maintaining
Ties With Other Socialist Countries in the early
1970s, told US interviewers that he would have
known if US POWSs were transferred to the
USSR. He believed no such transfers occurred.

L]

Although we lack good evidence that POWs
were transferred to the USSR, we also conclude
that the books should remain open on this issue.
Until some of the reporting above is clarified,
we cannot say definatively that no POWs were
transferred from Vietnaml:l

Improving Accounting .

We have identified above two types of obstacles
to MIA accounting: technical and political.
Technical obstacles are those related to retriev-
ing archival materials, pursuing leads, and
conducting field activities. They also would
include such problems as the circumstances
under which the loss of a US soldier occurred
or changes in geography—for example, the
shifting of rivers or changes in fields and for-
ests. They primarily involve logistics. We
assess Vietnam is most likely to be cooperative
in resolving these obstacles under these
conditions:

« Continued US cooperation with Vietnamese
authorities in applying the best technology
and communications to help recover and
identify remains.

» Continued US financial commitment to reso-
lution endeavors. We think that the Vietnam-
ese side measures its own efforts by
evaluating the US commitment, in addition to
relying on the funding.

« Continued nurturing of Vietnamese profes-
sional competence. This will require patient
engagement but can also encourage the type
of mutual respect at the working level that
enhances prospects for successful recovery

efforts. D

24
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. . . . Photo Courtesy CILHI
Figure 3. Having made the ultimate sacrifice, a veteran returns home

with full military honors.|

Political obstacles may be somewhat more dif-
ficult to resolve. We think the primary issue
will be Vietnamese sensitivity over coopera-
tion with the United States on the POW/MIA
issue. The question could become more prob-
lematic as local officials question the degree of
effort being put toward resolution of US cases

QOverall SRV Performance

On balance, we conclude that Vietnam’s perfor-
mance on the US POW/MIA issue has
definitely improved over the past decade.

25 Tet
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Part II: Intelligence Community Assessment
of the “1205” and “735” Documents| |

Current Assessment

Although since 1993 we have obtained new
information about the two documents above,
we believe the assessment released by DOD?
remains valid: that is, the documents were
probably collected by the military intelligence
department of the former Soviet Union (GRU)
but are not what they purport to be. That report
concluded that the documents contain signifi-
cant inaccuracies and anomalies. Most impor-
tant, on the basis of US Government records,
the numbers of POWs cited in these documents
as being held by North Vietnam were much too
high.

“1205” Document

The 1205 document purports to be a report by
General Tran Van Quang to the Vietnamese
Politburo in September 1972. The document
came to light in 1993. One copy was found by
an American researcher in the Russian
archives. Another was provided US officials by
Presidential Adviser Volkogonov. Among other

9 The work of the Intelligence Community was the basis for a
news release by the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public

Affairs on 24 January 1994, entitled. “Recent Reports on Amer-

ican POWs in Indochina: An Assessment.

Seeret

things, the lengthy report states that Vietnam
was holding 1,205 US POWs in September
1972. The 1,205 figure was 669 more than the
highest number the US Government ever
believed might be held captive and more than
twice as many as the 591 released by Vietnam
during Operation Homecoming in 1973 |

New Information. Since the original examina-
tion of the document by the Intelligence Com-
munity in 1993, interviews with Russian
officials who were knowledgeable of the
document continue to validate the claim that it
is an authentic GRU document and not a Rus-
sian fabrication:

« GRU Capt. A. I. Sivets told US interviewers
in October 1997 that the original document
was destroyed, that the source had provided
other Vietnamese documents to the GRU, and
that the 1205 document was genuine.

« K. F. Katushev, CPSU Central Committee
Secretary responsible for maintaining ties to
other socialist countries in the early 1970s,
when interviewed by US officials on 1 July

10 Russian recollections are hazy on whether the “1205” docu-
ment was originally written in Vietnamese. General
Volkogonov, adviser to President Yel'tsin, thought he remem-
bered seeing an original Vietnamese version. In any event, no
Vietnamese version of the document has been located] |

26
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1997, remembered that he had received a

copy of the document in early December
1972.

« Y. P. Glazunov, who served in the Soviet
Embassy in Hanoi from 1962 to 1965 as a
junior diplomat and again from 1974 to 1973,
told US interviewers on 7 March 1997 that he
had heard of the 1205 document in the early
1970s when he served in the International
Department of the Central Committee

While supporting the authenticity of the docu-
ment, none of the Russians claimed that the fig-
ure of 1,205 POWs was accurate. General
Volkogonov, in statements to the press in 1993,
expressed doubt about the reliability of the
numbers. Similarly, a TASS correspondent wha
served in Vietnam during the period, V. Kob-
chev, stated that the numbers were too high.
Several of the Russians interviewed indicated
that information about US POWs probably
would not have been high on the Soviet agenda,
and not much scrutiny would have been given
the number:

« One interviewee, V. V. Dukhin, who served as
a Political Counselor in Russia’s Embassy in
Hanoi from 1992 to 1995 said that the former
DCM in Hanoi, I. A. Novikov, (now
deceased) told him he was aware of the 1205
document when it was acquired. Novikov
described the document acquisition as “slip-
shod and not a very conscientious effort.”” He
further stated that the GRU agent who
acquired the document was not reliable] |

In an interview in April 1997, Vietnamese Sr.
Col. (ret.) Bui Tin said that he had a close rela-
tionship with General Quang, the putative
author of the report. He thought it plausible that
Quang could have reported to the Politburo and

27

Seeret

that the report could have been in Quang’s
style. Nevertheless, Tin found the document

“very strange.”“D

By way of contrast, General Quang, in inter-
views with US officials consistently denies that
he was the source of the report. Vietnamese
officials continue to claim the report is a

fabrication.D

Assessment. None of the new information
helps to confirm the accuracy of the 1205
report. As noted in 1993, circumstantial evi-
dence casts doubt on the validity of the report:

- Quang’s responsibilities as a battlefield com-
wrander in a combat situation make it unlikely
that he would be brought to Hanoi to report
on issues that were not within his scope of
responsibility

« The length of the report would be inappropri-
ate for a Politburo meeting. According to an
academic specialist on Vietnam, during that -
particular period the Politburo met weekly
and was unlikely to have entertained long
reports.

» The purpose of the meetings was to make
decisions, not listen to long oral reports.

» The tone of the report also is inappropriate.
A person of Quang’s subordinate status
would not have lectured the Politburo on
what its policies were. Such hardcore revolu-
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tionaries as Le Duan, Pham Van Dong, and
Truong Chinh probably would not have been
spoken to in such manner or have tolerated
such language.

 The timing of the Politburo meeting is ques-
tionable. The report supposedly was given on
15 September 1972, but the Vietnamese claim
there was no meeting on that date.

On
that day, Quang Tri fell to South Vietnamese
forces and Le Duc Tho, who ranked 5th in
seniority on the Politburo, was meeting with
Henry Kissinger at a key juncture in the Paris
peace talks. Would the Politburo be discuss-
ing POW/MIA issues with a general whose
forces were defending, and losing, a key city?

|

Although the circumstantial evidence above is
not definitive, the content of the report casts
even more doubt on its accuracy. The portions
of the report dealing with the POW issue are
inaccurate with respect to how the prisoners
were segregated by rank, where they were
located, how they were classified, and the con-
ditions of their release. More important, the
numbers of POWs the report claims were held
are not accurate:

- The 1993 DOD report observed that the
1,205 figure was 669 more POWs than sug-
gested by any reliable source. We have
received no new evidence that would alter
that assessment.
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« If there were additional POWs, we would
have known of them unless Vietnam main-
tained a separate prison system unknown to
the POWs who returned in 1973. We have
uncovered no reliable evidence that a separate
prison system existed for certain POWs; nor

- do we have such indicators as plausible site
locations.

The 1,205 figure is inconsistent with our
understanding of how many Americans sur-
vived the events in which they were lost to
become captives. Based on information avail-
able to US researchers as of 19 January 1994
(when the original analysis of the 1205 and
735 documents was released by DOD), at
most, the fates of 73 Americans thought to
have been last known alive (on the priority
case list) were uncertain. Since then, more
US remains have been discovered and
returned to the United States from Vietnam.
Thus far, the circumstances of these recover-
ies accord with data and leads obtained by
Vietnamese and US authorities. Conse-
quently, the number of Americans whose
fates are uncertain (on the priority case list)
has been reduced to 48. The recoveries con-
tradict the assertion that Vietnam secretly hid,
and perhaps secretly eliminated, hundreds of
US POWs. D

Consequently, the Intelligence Community

assesses the information in the 1205 document

GRU. A paragraph in the report says that Hanoi
is holding 735 Americans though it has dis-
closed only 368 to the United States. It also
says these POWSs will be returned when US
forces withdraw from Vietnam

New Information. In 1993 we had only two
pages of the 735 report; we now have the full -
text. The Russian sources who claimed the
1205 document was authentic make the same
claim for the 735 document| |

Assessment. The new information reinforces
the case that this document is an authentic
GRU-collected report. Nevertheless, as with the
1205 document, circumstantial evidence sug-
gests the information in the report is inaccurate:

+ The dates are wrong. The report says it was
given at the 20th plenary session of the Cen-
tral Committee in late December 1970 or
early January 1971. In fact, the 20th plenum
was not held until February 1972. The ple-
num held in January 1971 was the 19th.

- Hoang Anh was indeed a Secretary of the
Central Committee at that time and was
responsible for agriculture.'? There 1s no rea-
son why he would deliver a report that deals
extensively with political and military devel-
opments and the situations in Laos and Cam-
bodia. Agriculture is mentioned only briefly.

to be unreliable and not a sound foundation for
judging Vietnamese performance on the POW/
MIA questiong

“735” Document

The 735 document purports to be a report to the
Central Committee by Hoang Anh (mistrans-
lated Anya), a Central Committee Secretary, in
late December 1970 or early January 1971.
Like the 1205 document, it was acquired by the

12 Hoang Anh served in this capacity until his removal in 1974.

Seerel 30
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 The report speaks extensively about prepara-
tions for the 4th Party Congress, including
the establishment of a preparatory committee.
In fact, the Politburo did not decide when to
hold the 4th Party Congress until July 1975,
which was several months after the 24th ple-
num of the Central Committee. The 4th Party
Congress was not held until December 1976.

« Another key anomaly in the purported report
is the charge against 16 “opportunist” mem-
bers of the Central Committee, six of whom
are named. If this were true, they should have
been promptly ousted from their positions.
Yet the report says the controversy had
dragged on for years, and Anh’s call for retri-
bution seems unusually weak. In fact, no
action appears to have been taken then, and
one alleged “opportunist” remained in his
sensitive post, heading the army’s General
Political Department, until after the war. Fac-
tionalism and disagreement over policy broke
out during the period of “collective leader-
ship” after the death of Ho Chi Minh. Some
of the dissenting policy positions alleged in
the 735 report are plausible. But others—
such as a proposal to invite foreign (presum-
ably Chinese) troops to help in Laos and
South Vietnam—are not. Furthermore, if
opportunism and disunity were of such con-

cern, indirect references in the party press
would have followed the plenum

31

As in the case of the 1205 document, the cir-
cumstantial evidence against the validity of the
report is buttressed by the data on the numbers
reported:

¢ The 1993 DOD report concluded that the 735
number was too high. US records indicate
that 384 of the 591 POWs released in 1973
were captured before 1971. The total prison-
ers Hanoi could have been holding at the time
could not have exceeded 470 according to US
Government records. No evidence has come
to light since 1993 that would cause us to
revise our judgment.

= The continued recovery of US remains
through the joint field activities since 1993
casts doubt on the likelihood that Vietnam
could have been hiding that many unac-
counted POW/MIAs.| |

Consequently, we conclude the 735 document
also offers no foundation to support a conclu-
sion that Vietnam has not been forthcoming on
POW/MIA issues. l:l
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National Security Unauthorized Disclosure
Information Subject to Criminal Sanctions

Information available as of 13 April 1998 was used in
the preparation of this National Intelligence Estimate.

The following intelligence organizations participated
in the preparation of this Estimate:

The Central Intelligence Agency

The Defense Intelligence Agency

The National Security Agency

The Bureau of Intelligence and Research,

Department of State

The Federal Bureau of Investigation

The National Imagery and Mapping Agency

also participating:

The Deputy Chief of Staff for Intelligence,
Department of the Army

The Director of Naval Intelligence,
Department of the Navy

The Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence,
Department of the Air Force

The Director of Intelligence,
Headquarters, Marine Corps

This Estimate was approved for publication by the
National Foreign Intelligence Board under the authority
of the Director of Central Intelligence.

OFFICE OF SUPPORT SERVICES
Huelti-media Produciien Group

Printed by Printing & Photography Group
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“SANTRAL LGt SLLIGEZNGYT SEENCY ©

4 \'JAS:-"!-‘-\'G‘.‘DN, S8, zZzoz '
SECRET] 29
OFFIC: 07 Tue Dinzerop

29 October 1 971

MEMORANDUM FOR: Dz, Henry 4. Kissinger
 Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs ;

SUBJECT ! Background Data Possibly Relevan: to the

1. The current Vietnamese Communist Overtures on possible
prisoner exchanges, covered in Ovr memoranda of 27 and 28 October,
Seems to relate to the earlier BUTTERCUPD activity that began in : , :
August 1967. We have checked the voluminous BUTTERCUP file ang ."
found three iterms of possible relevance, The Pertinent traffic showlg ' .
be ccntained in your records, but in the interests of time and convenience '
We are repeating it here. . - o ’

2. The January 1948 Letters, On 3 January 1968, thep Deputy °
Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA) Richard Steadran wag given five ’
letters Prepared in Washington fop Passage to five Ameriqan citizens ‘

believed 1 be in VC hands. The pertinent messagg__yg_r_g__i.sx.Seeretary """""" (b)(1) !
Rusk’s cobla ta acs radq;_gmu.ﬁmmﬁté&'éﬁ 3 January 1968 asg (b)(3) s m—
"""" . | (b)) i

VC being carried by Steadman for delivery to Calhoun,
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"Letters are addressed to following US personnel;
(Dates shown are date of casualty, which may be same
as date of capture if men are in fact prisoners.)

.
[T)

John F. Conlon ITi, Capt. 79318, AF,
. 4 March 1966 :
 David S. Demmon, SP4, 563 73 772, Army,
9 June 1965 :
William F. Eisenbraun, Capt. 04074803,
Army, 5 July 1965
Douglas K. Ramsey, Foreign Service Officer,
17 January 1966

"Eisenbraun and Ramsey a2re confirmed prisoners.
Conlon, and Demmon are listed as missing in action,
but in each instance there is sorne reason to hope that
service man is actvally prisoner of VC. ZFamilies unaware
‘letters being sent by this route, '

o e b
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4, The February 1968 Lisi, In January ané Februzry 1968
there was much discussion about giving the courier for passage to Tran
Bach Dang a list of US prisoners whose release we desired 25 part of
any excrhange. The most important message here is Secretary Rusk?’s

7 February:1968 cable to Ambassador Bunker iransmitted as CAS

WList of names to send 4 should be
drawn from iist of US prisoners we have identified as
held by the VC (18 2t present). Sincq
Las been speacific with his lists we believe we should also
be precise. We recognize problem of choosing among
prisoners, and azccordingly propose that we select those
who have been held two years or longer. This would be
a totel of ten names: {five officers, four EM, one civilizn.
There is 2 time gap of eight months between the most
recent capture on the list of ten (January 1966) 2nd the
rext most recent captures (August 1966). From released
prispners we know that the longer 2 man is held, the -
more likely he is to be seriously ill. In the zbsence of
reliable information on the health of individuzl prisoners,

.a selection by duration of captivity 2ppears to be izirest.
Accoxrdingly, the following list should be sent

I | with the request thzt at least three of

the named prisoners be released. Message should 2lso
state that we would particularly like to have a2ny prisoners
who may be seriously sick or injured, whether or not their
rames are oxn list. (Da.te in each case is date of capt\;u-e.
and should not be transmitted to VC. b}

[ L

'Begin list:

T/Sgt Samuel Adams, AF, 31 Oct 65 .
Cazpt. Doxnald Gilbert Cook, MC, 31 Dec 64
Capt. William Forbes Eisenbraun, Army,

. & July 65
Pvt. Robert Russell Garwood, MC, 28 Sept 65
Capt. Lewrence Tkomas Holland, AF,

12 June 65

SP/4 James Henry Mclean, Army, 9 Feb 65

PR

-—=




03336699 Sy S

(._ﬁ

T

o s o wm e

. s s e - B

M/Sgt Thomas Mcore, AF, 31 Oct 65
Douglas K. Ramsey, Civ., 17 Jan 66
Capt. James Nicholas Rowe, Army, ‘
29 Oct 63 : "

' Capt. Floyd .Tames Thompson, Army, -
26 Mar 64

"Believe we should inform Thieu of plan to send list
and give him opportunity to providé similar list of ARVN !
prisoners. ‘ )

on 30 Januwary 1969 Secx etary Rogers seni Ambassador Bunker the

following list of twenty names Usuitable to give to VC with reaquest that

- they release ten of them in exchange for the four they have requested. ™
inio copies o ¢o Dr. K;ssmaer and Seeretary Leaird):

TSGT Samuel Adams, 18554000, AF,
October 31, 1985
Michael D. Benge, Civilian,
. January 31, 1968 '
SGT Richard Gordon Burgess, 2084229, MC, ' T
September 25, 1966
MAT Donzld Gilbert Cook, 072794, MC,
December 31, 1964 :

|

|

| ]

6. The January 1969 List. Iz 2 later BUTTERCUP development, {
|

I

|

|

|

\
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Gery Daves,;;. izn, January 31, 1948

l1st LT David Renald Devers, 05321911,
Army, Aveest 13, 1964

TSCGT Charles Czle Ducsing, 17203698,
AF, October 31, 19865
SGT Edwin Russel Grissett, .Tr. , 1938579,
MC, Jznuary 22, 1966 )
MAJ Lawrence Thomas Holland, 57577,
AF, June 12, 1965 .
Philip W. Maznhard, Civilian, January 31, 1968
SP4 James Henry McLean, 19722072, Army,
- February 9, 1965
| MSGT Thomas Moore, 14268347, AT,
October 31, 1963
SFC Jobn Joseph O*Neill, 11212494, Army,

August 13, 1966
Thomas W. Ragsdale, Civilian, Janvary 31, 1968
Douglas Ramsey, Civilian, January 17, 1966
SP5 Edward Darniel Reilly, Jr., 23933241, Army,

April 26, 1966
CAPT Floyd James Thompson, 05304076 Army,

Marck 26, 19564 ,
Eugene Weaver, Civilian, Jaruary 31, 1968 X ' .
Charles Willis, Civilian, January 31, 1968 -

/ mz/ist

of twenty names was never passed to the Communists., Three of the names
on the February 1968 list of ten were not included in the Japuary 1969 list-
of tweniy: US Army Cezptzin Rowe, who escaped on 31 Decembexr 1968,

! US Army Capizin William E. Eisenbraun (alse a2n adéressee of one of

; the five Jamuery 1968 letters) and USMC Private Robert R.. Garwood.
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8. 1 am sending copies of this memorandwn on cn eyes only
"bzsis to tae other three recipients of my 27 a2nd 28 Octeber memoranda,
namely, Secretary Rogers, Secretary Laird and Admiral Moorer.

/s/ . @\
Richard Helms : ’

Director

cc: Secretzry Rogers
Secretary Lairc
Admiral Moorer

DCI/SAVA . 290ct7J..
Distribution
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CENTRAL INTILLISGENCE ﬁG.:.M:V

| WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

29 October 1971

MEMORANDUM FOR: Dr. Henry A. Kissinger

Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs

. SUBJECT ' ' Background Data Possi‘bly Rélevant to the |

Current Vietnamese Communist Pnsoner
Excha.nge Overture

-

1. The current Vietnamese Communist overtures on possible
prisoner exchanges, covered in our memoranda of 27 and 28 Ociober,

' seems to relate to the earlier BUTTERCUP activity that began in

August 1967. We have checked the voluminous BUTTERCUP {ile and

found three items of possible relevance. -The pertinent traffic should

be contained in your records, but in the mterests of time and convemence

we are rc.paatmd it here. 3 '
2. The January 1968 Letiers. On 3 January 1968, then Dep\..ty PO

Assxstant Secretary of Defense (ISA) Richard Steadman was given five ©

" letiers prepared in Washington for passage to five American citizens

believed to be in VC hands. The pertinent message here is Secretary

'Rusk's cable to Ambassador Bunker transmitted on 3 January 1968 as

UEFive letters to US personnel who may be held by - (b)(6)

VC beiag carried by Steadman for delivery to Calhoun.
Steadman traveling with General William Depuy. ETA
Saigon 1330 local January 4 on Braniff militiry charter
-ﬂ.:.ght 241, In view shortness of time suggest envelope
be picked up from Stea.dma.n upozn arzival Sa.zgon. '
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- as date of capture if men are in fact prisoners.) -

. A

C- ot T ; ;
. L,

WLetters are addressed to following US persoanel:
(Dates shown are date of casualty, which may be same

Joan F. Conlon II, Capt. 79318, AF,
A 4 Maxrch 1966

David S. Demmon, SP4, 563 73 772 Army. :

9 June 1965

William F, Eisenbraun, Capt. 04074803
Army, 5 July 1965

Douglas K. Ramsey, Foreign Service Officer, ‘
17 January 1966

"Eisenbraun and Ramsey are confirmed prisoners.
Conlon, and Demmon are listed as missing in action,
but'in each instance there is some reason to hope that:
service man is actually prisonexr of VC,. Famxhes unaware
letters being sent by this route.

.
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4. The ‘-T‘eb"ua..uy 19468 List. Ia January an ad "T‘ebruary 1968

‘there was much discussion about giving the courier for passage to Tran
Bach Dm.« a list of US prisoners whose release we desired as paxt of
_any exchange. The most important message here is Secretary Rusk's

' 7 February 1968 ca.b’.e to Ambassador Bunker transmitted as | -

"List of names to send to should be
drawn from list of US prisoners we have identified as '
held by the VC (18 at present). Sincé
has been specific with his lists we believe we should also .
. be precisé. We recognize problem of choosing among

prisoners, and accordmcrly propose that we select those

‘who have been held two years or longer. This would be

2 toial of ten names: five officers, four EM, one civilian. '

There is a time gap of eight months between the most
recent capture on the list of ten (January 1966) and the
next most recent captures (August 1966). From released

" prisoners we know that the longexr 2 man is held, the

more likely he'is to be seriously ill. In the a.bsence of .

- reliable information on the health of individual prisoners,

" . 2 selection by duration of ca.pt:.v1‘.:y ‘appears to be fairest.

.. Accordingly, the follqwma list should be sent

S | with'the request that at least three of

" the named prisoners be released. Message. should also ™

- state that we would particularly like to hawve any prisoners
who may be seriously sick or injured, whether or not their.
.names are on list. (Date in each case is date of ca.pmre.

».and should not be t:a.nsm:.tted to VC.)

: Bagm list:

T/Sgt Samuel Adams, AF, 31 Oct 65
Capt. Donald Gilbert Cook, MC, 31 Dec 64
Capt. William Forbes Eisenbraun, Axmy,

6 July 65 .
Pvt. Robert Russell Garwood, MC, 28 Sept 65
Capt. Lawrence Thomas Holland, .AF. :
- 12 June 65 :

SP/4 James Henry Mclean, Army, 9 Peb 65

ese |
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" M/Szt Thomas Moore, AF, 31 Oct 65
_ Douglas X. Ramsey, Civ., 17 Jan 66
Ca::u. James Nicholas Rowe, Army, R C
290cto3 o S SR
Capt. .eloyc. James Thompsou, Army, ‘
26 Maxr 64 - :

“Bel:.eve we should mform Thieu of plan to sead list

and give him opportunity to provxde similar list of ARVN
prisoners. '

on 30 Ja

6. The January 1969 List. In a later BUTTERCUP developmené,

auary 1969 Secretary Rogers sent Ambassador Bunker the

following list of twenty names "suitable to give to VC with request that
- they release ten of them in exchange for the four they have requested. "

TSGT Samuel Adams, 18554000, AF,
October 31, 1965 ‘
Michael D. Benge, Civilian,
January 31, 1968 -
~ SGT Richard Gordon Burgess, 2084229, MC
September 25, 1966 :
MAJ Donald Gilbert Cook, 072794, MC
December 31, 1964
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. Gary Daves, Civilian, 'Ianuary 31, 1968

1st LT David Ronald Devers, 05321911, -+

Army Anenst 13 1684

'TSGT Charles Gale Dusing, 17203698,

AT, October 31, 1965 -
SGT Zdwin Russel Grissett, Jr., 1938579,
- MC, January 22, 1966 , o
MAJ Lawrence Thomas Holland, 575717,
AF, June 12, 1965 . ,
Philip W. Manhard, Civilian, January 31, 1968
SP4 James Henry McLean, 19722072, Army,
February 9, 1965 . ‘

" MSGT Thormas Moore, 14268347, AF,

. October 31, 1965 A .
SFC John Joseph O'Neill, 11212494, Army,
August 13, 1966 : :

Thomas W. Ragsdale, Civilian, January 31, 1968
- Douglas Ramsey, Civilian, January 17, 1966
' SP5 Edward Daniel Reilly, Jr., 23933241, Army,

- April 26, 1966 _
CAPT Floyd Jamgs Thompson, 05304076, Army,
Maxch 26, 1964

.Eugene Weaver, Civillan, January 31, 1968

‘Charles Willis, Civilian, January 31, 1968

_of twenty: US Army Captain Rowe, who escaped on 31 December 1968,
US Army Captain William E.. Eisenbraun (also an addressee of one of
the five January 1968 letters) and USMC Private Robext R..Gazwood.

|the above .I.lJ,t
| of tweniy names was never passed to the Communists. Three of the names .

on the February 1968 list of ten were not included in the January 1969 list
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8. Iam sending copies of this memorandum on an eyes oaly .

"basis to the other :zee recipients of my 27 and 28 October memoranda,
namely, Secretary Rogers, Secretary Laird'and Admiral Moorer.
. , ) . ] ) . :

| /-S/
‘Richard Helms
Dirsctor '

éc: Secretary Rogers o N .

Secretary Laird o

Admiral Moorer
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