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D ar Mr. larke:

I reil r ou to our I tter dated Dec mber 4 2015 r garding th r lease of certain
D partin nt of tate material under the Freedom of Information Act (the' FOlA")

5 U. . . 552.

The search of the Central Foreign Policy Records, the til of the Bureau of ear
Ea tern Affairs and the files of the Office of the Ex cutive Secretariat is partially
compi te and has resulted in the retrieval of 25 docum nts responsive to your
reque t. I Aft r reviewing these 25 documents w have determined that 1 may be
reI as d in full 10 may be released in part 5 mu t b withheld in full and tbat 9
docum nt ith r originated in or requir consultation with oth r U.S.
Gov rom nt agencies. We have referred the la er nin do ument to th relevant
ag n i with a reque t to r pond upon making a d t nnination as to releasabili
All r I as d mat rial i n losed.

noted in th Department' December 21. 201 - Unoppo ed 0 ion for Ext nsion of Final Production 0 dlin.
I.a1 has ry rue ntl locat d a ouree ofporeotiall -responsi e docum 0 that has not previousl been searched.
tat ,ill til a latUS r port on January L _016 in hi h il \ ill pro id th Court with an update 00 the status of

rhe h and produ tion ofan re pon i . non-ex mpt docum n from thi n \ soure .
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Where documents are released to you in part, all non-exempt material that is
reasonably segregable from the exempt material has been released. Where we
have made excisions, the applicable exemptions are marked on each document. Of
the infonmation withheld in full, all was withheld under FOIA Exemptions I and 5,
5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(I) and § 552(b)(5). An enclosure provides infonmation on
FOIA exemptions and other grounds for withholding material.

We will keep you advised as your case progresses. If you have any questions,
please contact Trial Attorney Megan Crowley at (202) 305-0754 or at
Megan.A.Crowley@Usdoj.gov.

Sincerely,

l<~~lf
John F. Hackett, Director
Office of Infonmation Programs and Services

Enclosures: As stated
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The Freedom of Information Act (5 USC 552)

FOIA Exemptions

(bX I) Infonnation specifically authorized by an executive order to be kept secret in the interest of
national defense or foreign policy. Executive Order 13526 includes the following
classification categories:

1.4(a) Military plans, systems, or operations
1.4(b) Foreign government infonnation
l.4(c) Intelligence activities, sources or methods, or cryptology
1.4(d) Foreign relations or foreign activities of the US, including confidential sources
1.4(e) Scientific, technological, or economic matters relating to national security,

including defense against transnational terrorism
1.4(0 U.S. Government programs for safeguarding nuclear materials or facilities
1.4(g) Vulnerabilities or capabilities of systems, installations, infrastructures, projects,

plans, or protection services relating to US national security, including defense
against transnational terrorism

1.4(h) Weapons of mass destruction

(bX2) Rclated solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency

(bX3) Specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than 5 USC 552), for example:

ARMSEXP
CIA PERS/ORG
EXPORT CONTROL
FSACT
INA
IRAN

Anns Export Control Act, 50a USC 2411(c)
Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949, 50 USC 403(g)
Export Administration Act of 1979, 50 USC App. Sec. 2411(c)
Foreign Service Act of 1980, 22 USC 4004
Immigration and Nationality Act, 8 USC 1202(0, Sec. 222(f)
Iran Claims Settlement Act, Public Law 99~99, Sec. 505

(bX4) Trade secrets and confidential commercial or financial infonnation

(bX5) Interagency or intra~agencycommunications fonning part of the deliberative process,
attomey-client privilege, or attorney work product

(bX6) Personal privacy infonnation

(bX7) Law enforcement infonnation whose disclosure would:
(A) interfere with enforcement proceedings
(B) deprive a person of a fair trial
(C) constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy
(D) disclose confidential sources
(E) disclose investigation techniques
(F) endanger life or physical safety of an individual

(bX8) Prepared by or for a government agency regulating or supervising financial institutions

(bX9) Geological and geophysical infonnation and data, including maps, concerning wells

-Other Grounds for--WithboldiDg:-----~-

NR Material not responsive to-a FOIA request excised with tbe agreement of the requester
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co 55 82 999·IED u.s. Department of State Case No. F-2014-03625 Doc No. C05582999 Date: 12116/2015
(';LA:::;:~I r-I CATION: UNCLASSI FI ED
P~ge 1 0..... 2

From: Keshap, Karen

Sent 811612011 6:09:22 PM
To: SMART Core

Subject Approval. Travel into Benghazi

UNCLASSIFIED

ELEASE IN PART

MRN:
Date/DTG:

From:
Action:

E.O.:
TAGS;

Subject

11 MDA 56348
Aug 16, 20111162208Z AUG1l
Keshap, Karen

Myer, Jack (OFDA)ROU1L"E; Feltman, Jeffrey OROtmrIE; Roebudt, WiUiam VROtnPE:

f-kllse, Jeffrey ARoU1llE ; Tarr, Bradley A (SA-21)ROUnHE : TdIou, Patridt ARotmfoE:
Rademacher, PaJJ RROU7JM:
13526
AMGT, OTRA, LY
ApplVllal: Travel no Benghazi

On August 16,2011, Under Secretary for Management Patlick Kennedy approved the foRowing USDH
employees for travel into Benghazi, libya:

StatelNEA Feltman Jeffrey Assistant Secretary 01, Consultations with Special
8/17/201,· Representative Stevens and
8/21/2011 meetings with the Transitional

National Council.
Slate/NEAlMAG Roebud< William Office Director 01, Accompanying AJ5 Feltman for

8117/2011 - -""'-8121/2011
NSS Fishman Benjamin Director 01, Aa:orfllanying A/S Feltman for

811712011· consuttations.
812112011

stale1NEA H~", Jeffrey staff Assistant 01, Accollll'll'l'jing AlS Feltman for
811712011· consuttaliOl"l$.
8/21/2011

USAID/OFDA Myer Jock USAID/OFDA 01, Monitor current OFDA programs
Regional Advisor 9/8/2011 • and meet with implementing

9/1812011 partners, monitor and report on the
humanitarian situation, and make
recommendations for future
humanitarian funding, if needed.
USA1D/OTI personnel Erica Kasler
and Camara Garrett wil alternate
thei" departu"es from Bet¥JIlazi,
allowing him to fil one existing
USAID slot.

StatellRM1REACH T'IT Bradley REACH Project 010 Install VSAT, run OpenNet and
Telecommunications 812912011- ClassNet connectivity into Villa B
Analyst, Senior 9/4/2011 office building. Institutional
Principal Contractor, carries diplomatic

passport.
state/NEAllibya nIIou Patrick Reporting Officer departing You approved Patrick Tillou's travel

EVIEW AUTHORITY: Charles Dans, Senior
Reviewer

CLASSI FI CATI ON= UNCLASSI FI EO
Page 1 0 .... 2

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2014-03625 Doc No. C05562999 Date: 1211612015
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Cell 0/. on 7/20 with an anticipated stay
8/2412011 from 817/2011-8121/2011. Chris

Stevens requests that he be
permitted to overlap with Nathan
Tek for 3 days, until August 2-4.
Patrick is corrtrol officer and
principal notetaker for AJS
Fenman 's visit. Feltman deparn on
8/21; Patrick woUd remain on
compound for the dLration of the
overlap to draft the rnemeons from
Feltman's meetings. His presera
WOLid not reqLire adlitiooal OS

.",,", ACL 1"0'_
tm OYel1ap and there are suflDent

"""-
State/H Ra_ "''' legislative 813112011· Accon..,anying Senate

Management Officer 9/112011 Appropriations Committee staffer
Paul Grove

Please contact PMO Karen Keshap n NEA-5CAJEX for additional information.

86

DrOlfted By:
Approved By:
Relened By:

Into:

Attachments:

Action Post:
Dissemination Rule:

NEA-5CAIEX:Keshclp, Karen
NEAlSCAlEX:Keshap, Karen
NEA_SCA:Keshap, Karen

Hulse, Jeffrey ARounNE ; Smith, Rachel EROUTlNE: Srnith-Levy, Rachel MROunt.e:
Gngola. Sandra T (NEAlFO) ROVTlNE: DeVIne, Krisl:inROunNE: HII, G. KatNeen ROf.I1TtE;

Lohman, LeeROUTlI\lE ; Mincks, YJllliam lROUT/IE; Stevens, Jom CROUTl/'E : Keshap, Karen
ROUTlfE; IJnJmmond, Corrie (DCI-Won) ROUT1NE; Dar, Erfana SROvnfoE; Cniynon, lain E
ROUT1~

metadata.dat

Archive Copy

UNCLASSIFIED
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C05 584012 'lED U,S. Department of State Case No. F-2014-03625 Doc No, C05584012 Date: 12/21/2015
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Page 1 0'1'" 3

RELEASED IN PART
86

From: Pickens, Amber R

Sent: 9/11/2012 9:51 :48 AM

To: SMART Core

Subject: BENGHAZI WEEKLY REPORT - SEPTEMBER 11, 2012

MRN:

Date/DTG:

From:
Action:

E.O.:
TAGS:

Captions:
SUbject:

12 TRIPOLI 1098

Sep 11, 2012 /111351 Z SEP 12

AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI

WASHOC, SECSTATE ROUTINE

13526

PGOV, PREL, PHUM, SENV, ENRG, KOEM, KISL, LY

SENSITIVE, SIPOIS

BENGHAZI WEEKLY REPORT - SEPTEMBER 11, 2012

1. (SBUl Summary: This is Benghazi's weekly round-up of political, economic. and social issues not included in previous
reporting.

2, (SBU) Benghazi Local Council Welcomes the Ambassador: Members of Benghazi's Local Council told the Ambassador
about their frustrations with the slow pace of reforms instituted by the Transitional National Council (TNC) and its
successor, the General National Congress (GNC). Members said they welcomed USG assistance across a broad range of
political and economic issues, including specific programs and training from USAID and MEPI to improve the effectiveness
of the Council, its communications with constituents, and its administrative processes. They pleaded for a regional
balance to other USG programs to ensure participants from the east and west were equally represented in programming,
noting the long-standing feeling in the east that the TNC and GNC had focused development efforts on Tripoli to the
detriment of the rest of the country. Despite the challenges, members asserted that the security situation was improving
and told the Ambassador that the USG should "pressure" American companies to invest in Benghazi. Twenty of the 41
council members, including President Jumaa al-5ahli, participated. The BenghaZi Local Council oversees the work of
approximately 600 employees.

3. {SBU discusses security situation, dissolution of the SSC, extra-judicial killings offormer
regime ~urity officers, political aspirations of militia leaders, reintegration of revolutionaries, and welfare of Iranian
Red Crescent detainees: In aSeptember 2 meeting with Acting Principal Officer Benghazi, : _

told us that senior Interior Ministry authorities had unceremoniously ended the "state of
';:;m==a~XJc.;;;m;-;-;u=m:-:a~e='-::a:-;;n~nou=n~ced in Benghazi on August 29. The alert came amid fears of otential strikes by ex-regime
supporters to mark the September 1, 1969, revolution and Qadhafi 's rise to power, id. He continued that
reintegrating revolutionaries remained apriority and
he expects that the SSC and militias would gradually dissolve (but not until a legitimate alternative for maintaining security
emerged). xpressed growing frustration with police and security forces (who were too weak to keep the country
secure) and commented that the Iranian Red Crescent detainees are still held by "unknown" kidnappers but in good
accommodations). He speculated about possible motivations for the ongoing extra -judicial killings of interior ministry
officials (personal vendettas, criminality, tribal conflicts, purge of pro-Qadhafi officials), and he noted indications that a

CLASSI FI CATION= UNCLASSI FI ED
Page 1 0'1'" 3

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2014-03625 Doc No. C05584012 Date: 12/21/2015
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few key brigade commanders, who have been seeking goverrment positions in security miristries, may be developi'1l
higher poitical and economic aspirations. (Ma-e details septel)

4. (saUl Militia comlNlnders discuss the Muslim Brotherhood. Ji~tbeiulOOticalJsllirations....Jhl...ft_~

~~_~·:;;:~In;:;;'~Se~o~,~ember~;;;;9~mee~~t~illl~.~Iocal~~'~reil;;;;miiIia~·;' :COIIl;;:~ma:nden::L~_;;;;;;;;::;.;;~ -----.Jdiscussed the very fhid remlionships and
bIlXTY 6nes~ define membership inJ!e.!JIhazi -based brigades under the February 17, L..bya St1eld, and sse
umbrellas. L- ~ They debated - hotty and without resolution ­
about wtich bOgades supported oropposed specific causes. They claimed to eXErcise -control- over Ubyan Armed Forces
Chief of Staff Yousef Mangoush, who -depends· on them to secure eastern libya. In times of crisis, Mangoush has no
other choice than totlrn to their brigades fer" help, they said, as he did recently with unrest in Kufra. As parrt~O~f~tl~..·S':::_.J
arraooement, Mangoosh often provides the brigades direct stocks of weapons and ammunition, they said. ~
I ~upport the Ubyan Muslim Brotherhood's Justice and Construction Party backed candidate Minister of

Electricity Awad AI Barasi for Prime Minister and said that, if elected, al-Barasi would appoint Fawn Bukatif, Commander
of the February 17 Brigade, as Minister of Defense. Bukatif's appointment would open the MOD and other security
ministries and offices to plum -appointments for his most favored brigade commanders - giving February 17 and Libya
Shield tacit control ofthe armed forces. They criticized the USG for "supporting D National Forces Alliance (NFA) leader
and Prime Minister candidate Mahmoud Jibri1. If Jibril won, they said, they would not continue to guarantee security in
Benghazi, a critical function they asserted they \oYere clXI"ently providing. Growing problems with seclXity would
diSCOLl'age foreign investment and led to persistent economic stagnation in eastern libya, but the uro could play a role
by "presslXing • American businesses to invest in Benghazi.

5. (SBU) Salafists reported killed in clashes with locals defending Sufi shrines: The Ministry of Interior confirmed press
reports that a September 8 gun battle about 35 kiometers outside Benghazi resulted in ttree lOBed and seven iojlXed
dlXing an attempt to demoy a Sufi shrine in Rajma. Prest. repofts 17etit local residents and the Iate-respordng libya
Shield brigade with defencing the Sidi A1-lafi mausaeum. Some contacts here, however, assert that SlUafists within the
Libya stidd were actuaUy ~hting against the local residents in Sl.wort of efforts to destroy the shrine.

6. (SBU) EJ.pandi'1l Isbmist irlh.»ra in Delma: AgrowirrJ number of anecdotal repats from residents, NGOs, and uro
contractor.; link. the Abu Salim Brigade with a trOli>ling increase in vioierEe and lsIamist influence in Cerna. Complaints
against the Abu Salim Brigade range from their efforts to close ralio and other me<f18 outlets, enfOfce strict njes against
co-mingling of men and women at the local univermy, and increased criminality, including carjacking, tllefts, and
murders. One e-mail to tile Ambassador asserts Abu Salim Brigade members have undercut police presence byaccusing
the police of being loyal to the former regime. The e-mail ends by pleading to the U.S. Embassy to -Please send someone
to see the truth for yourselves. -

7, (SBUl Car Bomb Kills 01"11, I';uros Another: ASeptember 1 car bomb on Benghazi's largest and busiest street, Gamal·
Abdel-Nasser, killed Abdul Baset Hufaitha and injured Col. Jumaa Kadeki, both former Interior Ministry security officers
under the Qadhafi regime. The bombing occurred during the "state of maximum alert- announced by Interior Ministry
offICials on August 29, and fueled rampant speculation in the press and amOO'J our contacts that unknown actors continue
to work down a ~st of former Qadhafi regime officials who had been targeted for extra-judicial killings. Security contacts
at United Nations Benghazi who were 00 the scene within minutes and questioned eye-witnesses. tell us that it is just as
likely that the driver of the car, Abdul Baset Hufaitha, may have been in possession of the explosive device and detonated
it accidentally.

8. (SaUl Grea;t Manmade Riftr Authority (GMRA): Press reported a September 9 explosion that targeted power lines in
the Wad MaflSOll'" area between Tarhouna and Bani Walid and cut the major SOlne of electrical power to parts of the
Great Manmade River. On September 10, GMRA Acting Chairman Nasser Blbteina told us that allXiiary power lines had
kept the GMMR ruooing, but confi'"med press reports that -huge 400 kiowaW lines and t(M'eB, inducing their
foundations, had been corJl)Ietefy destr~ by the explosion. BLtrteina told us that repairs wOOd tlke a rririmum of
two weeks, but qLit.e possi>Iy~ because he first had to secure permission from local militias and mobilize seamy
forces to insert wor1cers from the Ministry of Energy and the General Electric Company into the area. With about USD 10
bilioo invested since its inception in the 1980s, the Great Manmade River (GMMR) Project links wholesale water Sl4lPltes

CLASSI FI CATiON: UNCLASSI Fl ED
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from underground aqLifeB in southern and eastern libya to municipal, aglicultlSal, and industrial end usef'5 in Benghazi
and points west tOWilrd Tripoti. The GMMR Authority manages the system, a stfl.dlXe of about 2500 ITiIes of pipes,
about one hundred operational well&, mlitiple reservoirs, and lTllitiple SlWIY, pUIt1l. and delivery stations that st.wtY
water to more than two-thirds of Libya's popUation. Details to folow septel.

9. (58U) Ambassador to Opm Arne""" Space Benghazi: The Ambassador will launch American Space Befllhazj, a pltl&;

platform for- whnl and edlJ:ational outreach by U.s. Mission libya. The American Space will contain a smaD library,
computer tab, and open space for programming. Embassy Tripoli wi. Sl4lport the center with regwr programs and
speakers. We ha....e already used the space to engage in (jalogue with 15 young adults about U.S. foreign pdicy in the
country and libya's political tnInsition.

10. (58U) MEPI Projects: In our ongoing effort to assist and monitor USG implementers, we visited with some of the two
dozen civil society organizations that operate in Benghazi with MEPl assistarce, including: the Ubyan Society for IndusMa/
Engineen"ng ,which has created eastern Ubya 's first mobile pub~c library; My Environment Society, which conducts
environmental education campaigns with school-age children; Rsyhan Eishohadaa Association, which works to empower
disadvantaged youth with employable skins, including computer literacy and English education; and the Cure Foundation,
which has conducted education campaigns about cancer and hemophilia to patients and their families. Additionally, the
Embassy -supported ACCESS program in Benghazi, offers evenil"(l English -language instruction to disadvantaged
teenagers.

11. (SBU) UK Prosera: British Charge d'Affairs Gin Frasier visited U.S. Mission Benghazi during a September 5 trip to
determine whether concfltions were appropriate for tile re-openilll of the British COF'lSlJate. According to Frasier, London
will make its decision about reopenilll the coosUate sometime in October. The British withdrew their presence from

Benghazi after the widely reported June 11 RPG attack on the British Ambassador's motorcade.

Sign.ature:

Drafted By:
Cleared By:
Approved By:

Released By:
Into:

Action Post:
Disseminatkm Rule:

STEVENS

POl--ECON:McFamrm, David C

EXEC"Hicks, Gregory N

EXEC:S!evel"lS, Jalm C

TRlPOlI:Pickens, Amber R

DEPT OF HOMElAND SECURITY WASHINGTON DCROUJ'ltE;
DEPT OF ENERGY WASHINGTON DCROUJ'lNl:; FBI WASHINGTON DCROUJ'lfoE;
CIA WASHINGTON DCROUTINE: CDR USAFRICOM STlJTTGART GEROUJ'lM::
DEPT OF JUSTICE WASHINGTON DCROUT/foE; DEPT OF TREASURY WASHINGTON DC
ROUJ'lfoE; DEPT OF COMMERCE WASHINGTON DCROUJ'ltE;

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE USD FAS WASHINGTON DC RUEHRC ROUT/tE:

ARAB ISRAELI COllECTIVE ROUT/foE: AFRICAN UNION COlLECTIVE ROUJ'lfoE

Arcf1ive Copy

UNCLASSIFIED
S8U
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RELEASED IN PART
85,86----

Jaramillo, Edgar E

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc

Subject

Smith, Gale l
Friday, September 28, 2012 7:18 AM
Sayles. Ambrose G; Hanson, Kathleen 0; OS-Press
NEA-UBYADESK; Sidereas. Evyenia; Halus, Andrew; Vasquez. Edgar.li Boduszynski.
Mieczyslaw P; ,~ I
Re: PUT REQUESTED: Benghazi Q ery from Washing on Post

B

Ambrose - Good morning. I sent his au to OS last nigh and it's moving hrough he org. I'll get it to you as quic Iy as I
can.
Gale

From: sayles, Ambrose G
sent: Thursday, september 27, 2012 06:51 PM
To: Hanson, Kathleen 0; OS PA Media
CC: EA-LIBYADESK; Sidereas, Evyenia; Halus, Andrew; Vasquez, Edgar J; Bcxluszynski, Mieczyslaw P;

I

EX and OS Colleagues-

We received an inquiry earlier today from the Washington Post with some questions on Libya and Ambassador Stevens'

time in Benghazi. Please see the below points originally prOVided by the journalist as a list of "facts·"1 I B
L ]

________________--" We are looking to get back to the journalist first hing

omorro morning.

Thank you,
Ambrose

Ambrose Savles I Press Officer I Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs I U.S. Department of State

2201 CSt. NW Rm 2234, Washington, DC 20520 I 'a: 202.647.418410: saylesag@slale.QOv

- He spent all or most of the loIlQ"Ying-1:1a
compound in Benghazi.

1
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2014-03625 Doc No. C05609767 Date: 12/21/2015
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.---------:---:-~-:--~~~~~~;:;;;;;--------

- The building was not in CO~Plian~~¥iit~' State ~~~~~~~(tsaf(fty.
standards for permanent m.i~~i~n~~1Jt.~aet~ t!i!-~ee1.v~~...~aiv..~~~P~c~us~
the facilit~ was a tem~orary hUb~api~ ~~?W~~-~;;e~~~P,t!~~il1g.:~;~.~~
presence In eastern 'llby.a was s~~n(a~d~.filght r.lor!!Y1~

2
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2014-03625 Doc No. C05609767 Date: 12121/2015
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Jaramillo. Edgar E

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Sayles, Ambrose G
Thursday, September 27, 2012 6:32 PM
Sidereas, Evyenia; Snipe, Aaron D; Halus, Andrew
Abdalla, Alyce N; Sizer, Lydia
RE: Benghazi query from Ernesto

Thank you, Evyenia. I'll follow-up with Kathleen.

Ambrose Sayles I Press Officer I Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs I U.S. Department of State

2201 CSt, NW Rm 2234, WashIngton, DC 20520 , .. : 202.647.418418: sayiesag@state.QOv

From: Sidereas, Evyenia
sent: Thursday, september 27, 2012 6:21 PM
To: Sayles, Ambrose G; Snipe, Aaron D; Halus, Andrew
Cc: Abdalla, Alyce N; Sizer, Lydia
Subject: BenghaZi query from Ernesto

Ambrose - see our proposed changes below - we need to push back on almost all of this. you'll need to go to Kathleen
Hanson for the EX bits.

Sorry for the delay.

From: Sayles, Ambrose G
sent: Thursday, September 27,20122:01 PM
To: NEA-UBYADESK
Cc: Halus, Andrew
Subject: FW: Fwd: Benghazi query -- washington post

Hi libya Team -

Can you please help us ensure the below highlighted "facts" are correct? Also,1 Ibut
can you please provide any background we have in response to the questions presented by Ernesto? Please let me know
what I can do to help.

Thank you,
Ambrose

Ambrose Sayles I Press Officer I Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs I U.S. Department of State

2201 CSt, NW Rm 2234, Washington, DC 20520 I": 202.647.41841l'SJ: saylesag@State.oov

85

From: Anne Gearan [mailtol
'=--.::-=-:-:::---:-::=-=7""=:c:-:-------'sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 12:31 PM

To: Vasquez, EdgarJ
Subject: Fwd: Benghazi query - washington post

86

1
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Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Emesto Londono" I
:-::-~-=-=-=-=-==-=----

Date: September 27, 201212:29:40 PM EDT
To: vasquezej@state.com,nulandvj@state.gov
Cc: "Anne Gearan" 1'---- --1

Subject: Benghazi query .- washington post

86

Dear Eddie and Victoria,

I'm putting together a story about the Sept. 11 attack on u.S.
installations in Benghazi. I realize the ongoing probes may limit what
you can say, but I wanted to give you gUys a rundown of facts I've
gathered along with a few questions. My deadline is late Friday. Story
is expected to run in the Sunday paper.

Facts:

- He held meetings on- sep:t':"'.~~""""·

fr iends and dined at.:!i :ho.t:~~i·.
were routine and Qidl'i":e .~~Q~.,.....
tha t. rie' d have. to'::qo t9.'·Art::!~

- He spent all pi~m~~i"o
~....:r ~. "I"::t '

compound in Bef.l'9h:.{zi:'.:",q<S-""." - - "'- ~ ...• ~,._.

let us know.

- The building ~as noic~p.~~~~p~~~~
standards for :permanent ~iSS~ORS.~b

the facil~ty was a ,~e~~~:~'~_Y};~~~.
presence .l.n eastern '-LJ:.I5;Y~~~~~:~~~:EHl_·~ h;;;,..."....~<===~.
to this. Defer to .NEA/EX."~~~s.Jj

- State signed a $3-87 4.i1::3;:s;eC,U:¥'Et~;-;:-~(;rltiitd~~~~~B"·
Mountain in May ~ The ~p~a.n'Y( . ~''jt~5R~d~i$:i.~j{lili1:-i:i=1
the compound. (NEA/~G :sa~t!r_~~~]:1f::"·~i;.~.~L,..~~

- In May, Africom~i~patc~ecr;ait~e
Libya to help, estabiish:,a;',sec"
Tripoli. A contingent tn~~~;'
under State authority s,i!1ce}t:"
wi th bo~stering the :secuwY:~i:;
BenghaZl.. (NEJ?lMA§.J::.a:'I),RQ.~=~:~~'

2
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Questions:
I think we have to
questions.

- The Benghazi
have a CG? Row

I know this is a lot of

if anything is

Best regards,

Ernesto Londono
The Washington Post
[2.334.9178 W

86

3
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Jaramillo, Edgar E

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

[RELEASE IN PART 861

Abdalla, Alyce N
Wednesday, September 12, 2012 4:51 PM
NEA-MAG·DL
FW: Update on where the story is going -- Protest in Cairo. Violent Protest and Deaths
in Benghazi

From: Thompson, Rebecca B (PACE) [mailto:TbompsonRB2@state.gov}
sent: Wednesday, september 12, 2012 3:27 PM
To: Korman, samuel I. (Shai)i Gliha, Ryan M; Powell, David R; Caplan, Jared 5; Bassil, Randa Yi
I ~ White, Margaret B (USEU); SChmierer, Richard J; Ernst, Daniel J; PA FO Group; PA­
IME Staff; NEA Press Officers Dl; NEA-Desk Offlcers-DL; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL; PA PRS Duty Press Asst Group; Lewis,
Andrew R; Gilmour, David R; SES-O; (U) Bernadette M Meehan I
Cc: lieberman, Dean; PA RRUi Halu5, Andrew; NEA-PD-DL; Snipe, Aaron 0; Ventrell, Patrick H; Hensman, Chris D;
USAID Press Officers (U5AID)
Subject: Update on where the story is going 4_ Protest in Cairo, Violent Protest and Deaths in Benghazi

Colleagues,

RRU Analyst Kathryn Nute has been monitoring international media, and as of now, here's how she summarizes where
the story is going:

International observers are criticizing US domestic political responses to the Benghazi attack and forecast
possible effects of the incident upon the upcoming presidential election. The UK's BBC headlines "Romney's
libyan Gamble," cautioning that Romney is "taking a big risk using these tragic attacks to further this political
argument." Another piece from the BBC asks "Could the Benghazi deaths affect the US elections?" Also in the
UK, a Guardian commentary by Glenn Greenwald rails against what he calls "America's hierarchy of human life"
as well as the "ludicrous and hypocritical" standard by which "the two political parties in the US wasted no time
in displaying their vulgar attributes by rushing to squeeze these events for political gain." Russia's RT headlines
"Clinton and Obama's shock over libya violence 'naive'." Another piece from the UK's The Guardian headlines
"Libyan attack: it shol,lld have been clear deposing Gaddafi was the easy bit" with the tagline "The west has once
again started a fire it cannot extinguish, with the revolution it fanned in danger of degenerating into chaos."

RRU will continue to monitor traditional and social media and send special reports as new major stuff comes up.

Best regards,

Rebecca

1
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SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED
Classification Extended on : 1111412014 - Class: - Authority:
DSCG 11-1 - Declassify on: 09/11/2037

The SecretarY's Call Sheet for
l.4(D
81

(C) Background: Armed extremists attacked U.S. Mission Benghazi on
September II, setting fire to the Principal's Office and killing on Mission staff
member, !MO Sean Smith, on TDY from The Hague. 1 _

[

Call Notes:

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED
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Quatannens. Stephen 0

From:
Sent
To:
Cc
Subject
Attxhments:

RElEASE IN PART B

Abdalla, A~e N
Wednesday. September U, 2012 3:07 PM
Rose, Jonathan 5; NEA-UBYADESK; NEA-Staff-A;ssistants-Ol
Roebuck,. William V; SKfereas. Evv:ia M

RE: AA. input[=====:.-J=~.-=-=-=-=-=-=-=~Egypt input '"I 85

Staffers, per your advice I'll keep this separate from the libya part of the AA, which I sent up via epaper a few minutes
ago.
Thanks,
Alyce

This document is UNCLASSIFIED when separated from CONFlDE1'\TIAL attachment(s).
Sensitivity: Sensitive
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL
Classified by: Beth Jones, Acting Assistant Secretary, NEA, State
Reason: . 1.4(b), Cd)
Declassify On: 2022109/12

From: Rose, Jonathan 5
sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 3:03 PM
To: NEA·llBYADESK
SUbject: FW: AA input

Egypt input for AA is anached.

Best,
Jon

Sensitive
This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

From: Alzayat, Wa'e1 N
sent: Wednesday, september 12, 2012 2:56 PM
To: Rose, Jonathan 5 r, _
SUbject: RE: AA ioput~ _

Here you go with edns.

Sensitive
This email is UNClASSIFIED.
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From: 'Rose, Jonathan S
Sent: Wednesday, 5eptember·l2. 2012 2:36 PM'
To: Alzayat. Wa'e1 i'N'--- _
Subject AA inportLI _

Attached.

Jon

Jonathan Rose
NEA{ELA Regional Economic Officer
Office: 202-647-4453
classified email: ros~s@sta[e:,sgQv.goy
unclass email: roscj~@state,goy

Sensitive
This email is UNClASSIFIED.

(

2
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RELEASE IN FUL

.- '.
SENSITIVE BUT uNCLASSIFIED

201107660
BENGHAZI SITUAnON REPORT COVEBSHM'n fl 10:20. -

DEPARTMENT OF STATE '

•

......T."..

".'" ldaP Jo.'A0- .,.. .
• c, c

~ ~\. it
·"4T•• oY ~

OPERATIONS CENTER

Number ofPages Excluding Coversheet: _

DateITunt? ofReport: £/'2.. 120lL @ B-.-:on... EDT

RWl
SIES-O Approving Officer: _

Remarks:. s\1= S=twW\$ Mtltf!\~" " .....""m.1 b=-- _
£ ...\0. T.,.:,-\', btil ~~ ) ..\~~"",..l~. _

'SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED

. .
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RELEASE IN

.:.:M::a:::ck:::lin::l,.:;N:::ath::.:a::n:.:L -'Q~{])l\Q'7lft.l'jl\,;s=~~PAR:=Tc.:B:.::6--J

From:
sent:
To:
Ce,

--
B6

Please find attached a summary ofSjE Stevens' April 27 meeting with TNe chainnan Mustafa Abel aI-jalil.

Nathan

......L_
~ s.nilrWafdl~

$tim~Ope:"""c..aert
... .", '•• ,tr..pD2)647·15U

$)--lkOpoC- "--,..u .... ." __A,friIJd>..............

,
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RELEASE IN PART
86

Langenkamp. Darn I 8

From:

To:
Cc:

ay 2 at 1200 (SSU)

86

mportance:

categories:
Classification:
SenaitlvltyCode:

Dear Colleagues.

Rena Ike or Christina
UNCLASSIFIED
sensitive

I

Embassy Tripoli OeM Joan Poloschik asked that we forward to you the following update from
Special Envoy Chris Stevens from 1200 today.

ClYisffno Tomlinson
Senior Wo1ch Officer
Deportment of State Operotions Center
1202) 647-1512

CIT • a: C Coordinator for Foreign Affairs Ali Essowi is in Tu isia. reportedly to
discuss the possi 'Iity of transferri 9 arms to western libya th ough Tunisia. e also
discuss a C proposal to start regular ghts between Tunis and Benghazi. (The INC
has control of 2-3 planes formally operated by libyan Airtines.)

- Jlbri: TNC PM-equivalent Mahmoud Jibril wl1l brief all foreign envoys, induding Chris.
tomorrow morning. Jibril will immediatefy depart for Europe following that meeting
and is not expected to spend significant time in Benghazi. Rumors are circulating that
Essawi may toke over some executive responsibilities in a newly appointed deputy PM
position.

~ Arms dealers: TNC informed Chris that two American citizens. representin~ a
company called "BGI." have approached the TNC with an "arms for oil" deal. The
TNC refused the deal, and noted that these kinds of approaches are leaving a very
bad impression. Chris commented that he is aware of other arms merchants. mosHy
British citizens. plying Benghazi with simnar offers.

- C Soc' tv: Poloff athan Tek met today with the leader of 0 ne .y formed eM
society umbr a organization. which indudes 49 GOs. Report to follow.

SB
This ' UNCLASSlFlEO.

1
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(sau)

April 27, 20n

Meetflll with THe chairman AM aI-Jam

RELEASE IN PART
81,1.4 B), 1.4 OJ

1.(SBU) Summary: In an hour.long meeting with US Rep to the TNe on Apri1Z7. Transitional National

Council chairman Mustafa Abd al-Jalil expressed his appreciation for US support and predicted that the
recent uptick in NATO activity would lead to Qadhafi's removal from power. I

I He thanked the US for its efforts to end Libyan state broadcasts. Regarding internal

'-:'~";::i;::",:-':h~'~"~id=theCouncil would expand the interim cabinet to indude a deputy prime minister and

ministers of defense and interior, among other portfolios. End summary.

MWtary maners

Broadcasting. and economic issues

- 4.(SBUj Briefed on US efforts to curuillibyan state broadcasting. Abd al-Jalil said that cutting off such .

broadcasting would reduce Qadhafi's military effectiveness -by 70 percent."' Persuading Ar'absat and

Nilesat to stop broadcasting was key. On economic matters, he said that his finance "'minister"' Ali

Tarhouni was in Doha meeting with experts from the UK, France, Italy, and Qatar on the mechanics of

the Temporary F'l1\andal Mechanism and on ways to tap frozen libyan state assets. He emphasized that

the. TNC wanted a "transparent" mechanism to i'/o!d the mistakes tnat were made in Iraq. "the TNe

obtained sufficient funding, it would be able to increase services to the people and pay the scholarships

61
14(6)
14(D)

61
14(6)
14(D)

jelassified by UlS M, DoS on 12121/2015­
!class: SECRET - Reason: B11.4(b), 1.4(d)

Declassify on: 12121/2040
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of thousa cis of ibyan students overseas t ad been OJt off by e regime (Co ment This is a
rtiallar concern of Abd al-JafiI's, he raised with Senator cCain n wei End co en ).

5.(58U) On the oil sector, he said that t in eastern Ubya

from attack by Qadhafi's forces.
(Comment Qadhafi's foralS atta'-clt7"""e-d:-two--cn"'7't"':"lca--:-10....,.il:-:fa:-C1--=·n7"""It.i:-es----=-in-th:-e-so-u"'7the--ast-o-n"'7A-p""':rn:-4:---sa"..-,ri,..--"rand

Meslah - putting them out of commission. The Benghazl·based, libyan all company AGOCO has done a
damage assessment and believes it can repair the major damage within weeks, but believes it is

essentlal to have a security arrangement in place first. End comment).

ore governance

Comment

7.(S8U) Abel al-Jalil is genuinely grateful for what he sees as a recent positiv~ shift in the level of US

support for the Libyans W 0 are fighting aga'nsf Qadhafi's regime. He ~elieves that with US backing.
others . fo . Desp' e e relentless Shell of M"lSUrata, e ppeated confiden people in he

estern cities 'NO soon rise up again. Continued NATO strjkes and arml" those the
WI ~teet dv 'ens and hasten the '5 end, 'n his view

[ J: E d axnment
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