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—Libya's deputy foreign minister Khaled Kaaim, March 18, 2011

"We should not enter a military confrontation on the optimistic assumption that quick results with few
casualties will be achieved.”

— German ambassador to the UN, Peter Wittig, March 18, 2011

“We should not arrive too late.”

— French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe, March 18, 2011

"Together, we can save the martyred people of Libya. It is now a matter of days, if not hours."

— French President Nicolas Sarkozy, March 17, 2011

"We support the U.N. Secretary-General's Special Envoy to Libya, African Union and Arab League to
resolve this crisis peacefully. We hope that the situation in Libya will return to stability as soon as
possible to avoid more serious escalation of armed conflict and humanitarian crisis."

— Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokeswoman Jiang Yu, March 18, 2011

"If the world is crazy, we will be crazy, too."

--Qadhafi pledge in response to U.N.-sponsored attacks in an interview with Portuguese television
broadcast just before the UN vote

REPORTS

Libya regime defiant as rebels celebrate UN action

Date: March 18, 2011

Source: AP (in Boston Globe)
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Read more:
http://www.boston.com/news/world/africa/articles/2011/03/18/libya_closes_airspace_after_un_no_fly
vote/

Moammar Gadhafi's regime defiantly closed Libya's airspace to all traffic while the West made
plans to enforce a no-fly zone and prevent his forces from attacking rebels after the U.N. authorized
"all necessary measures" to protect the Libyan people, including airstrikes.

Gadhafi, calling in to Libyan television on Thursday, said his forces would "rescue" the people
of Benghazi, the eastern Mediterranean port city that has become the de-facto rebel capital and
staging ground. For those who resist, Gadhafi said, there would be "no mercy or compassion."

"This is your happy day, we will destroy your enemies," he said, warning the people of
Benghazi not to stand alongside the opposition. "Prepare for this moment to get rid of the traitors.
Tomorrow we will show the world, to see if the city is one of traitors or heroes."

HH#

Military strikes on Libya 'within hours'
Date: March 18, 2011
Source: Sidney Morning Herald

Read more: http://www.smh.com.au/world/military-strikes-on-libya-within-hours-20110318-
1bzii.html?from=smh_sb

Military action against Libya will come within "hours" and France will participate in the strikes,
government spokesman Francois Baroin said today.

The strikes will come "rapidly ... within a few hours," Baroin told RTL radio after the UN Security
Council on Thursday cleared the way for air strikes by approving "all necessary measures" to impose
a no-fly zone on Libya.

Hi#

France: Military action to take place 'swiftly' against Libya
Date: March 18, 2011
Source: CNN

Read more: http://edition.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/africa/03/18/libya.civil.war/
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Military strikes against Libya will take place "swiftly" and France will definitely participate,
government spokesman Francois Baroin said in an interview Friday with RTL radio.

The developments came a day after the U.N. Security Council voted to impose a no-fly zone

and as eyewitness reports said the rebel stronghold of Misrata was under attack by government
forces.

Hi#

Libya "anti-terror" forces to go into Benghazi-TV
Date: March 18, 2011
Source: Reuters

Read more: http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/03/18/libya-benghazi-tactics-
idUSLDE72H0G320110318

The Libyan army will surround but not enter Benghazi and "anti-terror" forces will be sent in to
disarm rebel forces which are in control there, Al Jazeera quoted Saif al-Islam Gaddafi as saying on
Friday.

Al Jazeera also quoted Saif al-Islam, one of Muammar Gaddafi's sons, as saying the Libyan

army would assist residents fleeing Benghazi. The quotes were carried in a headline bar. It was not
clear where or when Saif al-Islam had spoken.

HH#

Obama administration seeks more U.N. authority to intervene in Libya
Date: March 17, 2011
Source: Washington Post

Watch: http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/as-gaddafi-gains-wests-window-
closes/2011/03/16/ABIGYNh_story.html

The Obama administration pressed Thursday for greater United Nations authority to confront

Libyan leader Moammar Gaddafi’s forces by land, air and sea, while insisting that Arab governments
play a central role in any possible military action.
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Following U.N. Vote, France Vows Libya Action ‘Soon’
Date: March 18, 2011
Source: New York Times

Read more: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/19/world/africa/19libya.html?src=twrhp

Only hours after the United Nations Security Council voted to authorize military action,
including airstrikes against Libyan tanks and heavy artillery and impose a no-flight zone to try to avert
a rout of rebels by forces loyal to Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi. French officials said on Friday that
military action would start “within a few hours” and news reports said British and French warplanes
would spearhead the attack.

#HH##

VIDEO REPORTS
Benghazi cheers no-fly zone
Date: March 18, 2011
Source: Aljazeera

Watch: http://english.aljazeera.net/video/africa/2011/03/20113184020808407 .html

Crowds wave flags and fireworks fill the air as Security Council passes resolution.

#HH##

UN authorizes ‘all necessary measures’

Date: March 18, 2011

(53}
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Source: Sidney Morning Herald

Watch: http://www.smh.com.au/world/military-strikes-on-libya-within-hours-20110318-
1bzii.html?from=smh_sb

UN resolution authorises no-fly zone over Libya and "all necessary measures" to protect the
civilian population.

Hi#

TRANSCRIPT

Al Qathafi Family Not Afraid of UN Resolution, Seif al Islam Says

Below is complete transcript of interview with Christiane Amanpour

http://abcnews.go.com/Nightline/libya-war-christiane-amanpour-saif-gadhafi-interview-
transcript/story?id=13162838

The United States and its allies appear poised to take military action on the heels of a U.N. resolution
earlier this evening imposing a no-fly zone over Libya and authorizing "all necessary measures" to
protect civilians. Late Thursday, after the U.N. resolution, ABC News' Christiane Amanpour spoke to
Gadhafi's son Saif, who was in Tripoli. What follows is a transcript of their conversation.

Christiane Amanpour: Seif Al Qathafi is joining me from Tripoli. Can you tell me where you are?

Seif Al Qathafi: I'm in Tripoli right now.

CA: Are you hiding? Are you worried?

Seif: Hiding from whom?
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CA: Well, as you know, the U.N. has taken a resolution that would potentially involve air strikes
against your father's air defences and various military emplacements.

Seif: | think we are in our country and with our people. As | said before, we live here so we are in our
country with our people. And we are not afraid.

CA: What is your father's reaction, your reaction to this resolution that's just been taken?

Seif: First of all, it was unfair because, as you know, as you know, from the beginning we told to
everybody there were no air strikes against civilians, no bombing of civilian districts or
demonstrations. And thousands of those reports showed they were false. And this is No. 1. No. 2,
even if you see last week what happened. The army and Libyan volunteers did fight the armoured
militia and liberated five Libyan cities from them. Have we seen a single civilian casualty? Even the
terrorists or the armed people, they just surrender. So there was no bloodshed in Libya.

CA: Let me ask you this. What are you going to do with Benghazi? People in Benghazi are cheering
this U.N. resolution because they're afraid of your father's forces.

Seif: Listen, this is a big mistake. In Benghazi, we have 1.5 million people. If you are listening to 1,000
or 2,000, that's a different story. But believe me, the people there are living in misery and it is a big
mess. You know, the armoured militia yesterday, they killed four young boys in Benghazi. Why?
Because they were against them. Everybody is terrified because of the armed militia. They live in
terror. Nightmare. Armed people are everywhere. They have their own courts. They execute the
people who are against them. No school. No hospital. No money. No banks. Do you think the people
are happy? Of course not. We are receiving every day on TV, every day, hundreds of calls from
Benghazi. Every day people are crying saying, "Please come and liberate us from this nightmare."
Those terrorists. The people are not happy there. Are you happy if you're in a city which is controlled
by gangsters and armed people and armed militia?

CA: Let me ask you this. It's the Arab League who is really asking for intervention. And it's very
unusual. They don't think that the people of Libya are alright. They believe that they are being
slaughtered.
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SG: First of all, Libya is not Bahrain, where like 78 percent of the population are against the royal
family and the other countries are sending tools to oppress them. In Libya, it's the other way around.
And the Arabs want to settle accounts with Libya. We know that. And by the way, there's a funny
story here in Libya. Everyone is happy with America because people hear that the United States is
against airstrikes against Libya and is not supporting British and French, Britain and France. So
people here, they are angry with the Europeans. And for the first time in modern history, they like the
Americans and are happy with America. And that's why, like today, people said when the army
captured the New York Times correspondent in the city of [unintelligible] because she entered the city
illegally, but when they found out she was American they said it's OK. You're good people. We'll free
you. Even here in Libya. Because people think that Arabs and Europeans betrayed the Libyan
people. And they have their own agenda. And they think the Americans have a different position. And
they have, like you say, different position toward Libya. So the Arabs, as usual they are hypocrites. In
Bahrain, they have proven to oppress the Bahraini people. And in Libya, no demonstration that we
are Libyan fighting the armored militia and terrorists. And they are against us.

CA: Saif, let me ask you something: The four New York Times journalists -- are they going to be
freed? Where are they right now?

SG: You know, they entered country illegally and when the army, when they liberated the city of
Ajdabiyah from the terrorists and they found her there and they arrest her because you know
foreigners in this place. But then they were happy because they found out she is American, not
European. And thanks to that she will be free tomorrow. But | told you that here the people are
welcoming the American position and not the Europeans and the Arabs. We are very angry at the
Europeans and the Arabs because they are happy with you if you are strong -- they have contracts,
they have deals and oil. If you are weak, everybody is against you. This time, the Americans are
different.

CA: But this time, Americans have voted for this resolution. You know, your father told us that the
whole country loves him, that his people love [him], and clearly that is not the case because in so
many parts of the country they were rising up against him. Do you think your father deserves now to
remain head of Libya after all these killings, after all this fighting?

SG: We said this many times in the past -- that we are going to have new competition and a new
system, and you will see the birth of a new Libya soon. This is settled, and once and for all. But
please, | want to tell everybody, like two days ago, when the armed militia in the city of [unintelligible]
surrendered to the army. They surrendered to the army because they are cowards and they escaped.
Half a million people living there, they are happy and went to rallies and everybody was happy. Why?
Because they were controlled by the militia for two weeks. The same in Al Zawiha, the same thing In
El Salta woof, in all the cities. Have you seen single civilian casualty? And everybody was happy,
everybody was happy to show me. If you want to support the terrorists and the armed militia, OK, so
go and support bin Laden and al Qaeda and the mafia in Sicily or in Boston and New York. They want
safety and they want peace and order, law and order. We want to live in peace, so we want even
Americans to help us get rid of the remnants of those people and to have a peaceful country, more
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democratic. If you want to help us, help us to, you know, to be democracy, more freedom, peaceful,
not to threaten us with air strikes. We will not be afraid. Come on! We will not be afraid. | mean, you
are not helping to the people if you are going to bomb Libya, to kill Libyans. You destroy our country.
Nobody is happy with that. If you want to help us help us against terrorists, help us to build the new
Libya with more democracy, more freedom, new constitution, local governments, et cetera. But if you
want to help Libyans, you send airplanes to bomb my country? Of course not.

CA: Saif, you said tonight that military operations are over, the U.N. resolution is too late. What do
you mean by that?

SG: Why? Because even-- Listen, I'll give you a small example. Now, we did liberate most of the
country, even the city of [unintelligible] is next to the Egyptian border. There is the green flag and we
get rid of the [unintelligible] and it's a very safe and peaceful city. The people themselves in the city of
[unintelligible] did liberate. In the city of [Benjawi?], the people did fight for their city and liberated their
city from the [capital?], even without the help of the Libyan army. Just give you two examples:
[unintelligible] the same thing in Benghazi. Now even in Benghazi, they fled city. They escaped. And
my father said tonight, "You boys, you lay down your arms and we pardon you." And this will happen.
They laid down arms, so most of them have been neutralized. Except maybe a few of them are still
there. Who knows?

CA: Tell me what is going to happen. Are you going to free, release the four New York Times
journalists?

SG: As | said, believe me, this is not my decision, but the people here now, the news here in Libya, |
don't know why they are annoyed with Americans. ... People are very angry with Arabs and
Europeans, and | heard this is not because of that. They will release her although she entered
country illegally.

CA: Thank you very much, indeed.

SG: You're welcome.
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"Our goal is focused, our cause is just and our coalition is strong."

— U.S. President Barack Obama, March 18, 2011

“Tomorrow we will have a summit in Paris with all the major participants in the operations and in the
diplomatic effort. So | think it would be a good moment to send the last signal. So | guess that after
this summit, | think that in the coming hours, | think we will go to launch the military intervention.”

“The US, the UK and France, we have also launched the ultimatum about the ceasefire . . . we have
set the conditions.”

— French Ambassador to the U. N. Gerard Araud, March 18, 2011

“(E)verything is prepared” for military action Sunday.

— French Foreign Minister Alain Juppé, March 18, 2011

"The defence secretary and | have now instructed the chief of the defence staff to work urgently with
our allies to put in place the appropriate military measures to enforce the resolution - including a no-
fly zone. Preparations to deploy these aircraft have already started and in the coming hours they will
move to airbases from where they can start to take the necessary action.”

— British Prime Minister David Cameron, March 18, 2011

"There is an urgent need, firm support from the region and a clear UN mandate for necessary
international action."

—NATO Secretary-general Anders Fogh Rasmussen, March 18, 2011

“(The European-led partnership against Libya should not) go too far. The goal is to protect civilians
first of all, and not to invade or occupy . . . The Arab League decision was clear, what we need is a
no-fly zone and safe areas."

— Arab League chief Amr Moussa, March 18, 2011
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“Libya is not yours. Libya is for the Libyans. The Security Council resolution is invalid. ... You will
regret it if you dare to intervene in our country.”

—Muammar al-Qadhafi, in a letter to French President Sarkozy, British Prime Minister David
Cameron, and UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon

“We're in a critical situation: please, defend your country. Protect your city, your homes, your families.
Do not abandon your positions.”

— Voice of Libya radio, March 19, 2011

Broadcast calling on rebel fighters to block government forces

“The armed forces are now located outside the city of Benghazi and we have no intention of entering
Benghazi.”

— Libyan Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Kaim, March 19, 2011

“Most of the defense forces are gone to the coast to protect the city. We've heard that Gadhafi is
coming, and we have to take everything seriously.”

— Libyan opposition forces spokesman Hisham Gheriani, March 19, 2011

REPORTS

“Gadhafi warns against intervention, strikes rebels”
Date: March 19, 2011

Source: AP

Read more:

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hET_6A30cOwLWLQUSuXZJgyBP6CQ?docld
=f429368dcbfad7e4a52127fc29e4a385
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Moammar Gadhafi warned international forces they would "regret" intervening in Libya and his
tfroops attacked the heart of the 5-week-old uprising on Saturday, swarming the first city seized by the
rebels with shells, gunfire and warplanes.

"Where is France, where is NATO?" cried a 50-year-old woman in Benghazi. "lt's too late."

Leaders from the Arab world, Africa, the United States and other Western powers were holding
urgent talks in Paris on Saturday over possible military action after the Libyan government, apparently
hoping to outflank the effort, declared a cease-fire.

On Saturday, a warplane was shot down over the outskirts of the key rebel-held city of
Benghazi, sending up a massive black cloud of smoke. An Associated Press reporter saw the plane
go down in flames and heard the sound of artillery and crackling gunfire in the distance.

Hi#

“Paris hosts world leaders in critical Libya talks”
Date: March 19, 2011
Source: AP

Read more:
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5jhUybJ7gvOxUDW1sPfR4WCzneylA?docld=63
19a5627a944a4c83ed942b72b6cfe

French President Nicolas Sarkozy is expected to host leaders including Angela Merkel of
Germany and Britain's David Cameron, as well as U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. Arab
League Secretary-General Amr Moussa and U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon are also expected,
along with the Qatari emir, Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al Thani, and the Saudi and Emirates foreign
ministers.

Action could hinge on the cease-fire: Gadhafi's foreign minister says it's in effect; rebel leaders
insist the government is lying; the Western and Arab-world allies say they want proof, not promises,
that it's holding.

On Friday, Britain and France took the lead in plans to enforce a no-fly zone over Libya. Paris
said it was ready for possible military action, without specifying, while Britain ordered warplanes to the
Mediterranean.

"The clock is ticking and we must be ready to act quickly," Cameron said Friday, adding that
Gadhafi must prove he was serious about a cease-fire to avoid military strikes.

#HH##
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“France gathers world leaders to plan military action against Qaddafi”
Date: March 18, 2011
Source: Christian Science Monitor

Read more: http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2011/0318/France-gathers-world-leaders-to-
plan-military-action-against-Qaddafi

Along with discussing logistical details such as the scope of operations and potential military
targets, the US and Europeans are expected to urge extensive participation from Arab nations and try
to harmonize positions with the Arab League, whose original call for a no-fly zone was more limited
than the UN resolution.

Hi#

“Shelling Heard in Benghazi as Gadhafi Advances”
Date: March 19, 2011

Source: Wall Street Journal

Read more:

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704713004576209740422465736.htm|?mod=google
News_wsj

Frequent shelling was heard south of the Libyan rebels' capital of Benghazi Saturday morning,
as plumes of smoke rose over the horizon. Fighter jets were seen streaking the skies above the city.

With the international community yet to act on its threat to use force, the Libyan regime
appeared to be using its superior firepower to gain as much ground as quickly as possible—maybe
even entering Benghazi before Western airstrikes try to stop his columns.

Hi#

“NATO says preconditions fulfilled for actions against Libya”

Date: March 19, 2011
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Source: Xinhua News

Read more: http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/world/2011-03/19/c_13786742.htm

The NATO chief said on Friday that preconditions for taking military operations on Libya had
been fulfilled and the alliance was working on completing its plans.

On Saturday, high-level representatives of the European Union, the United Nations and the
African Union will gather in Paris to discuss the Libyan crisis.

Analysts said that if NATO nations failed to move collectively, participating countries and

organizations in the Paris summit on Saturday may form some kind of a coalition and launch
operations on their own.

HH#

“Libya accuses rebels of breaching truce”

Date: March 19, 2011

Source: Sidney Morning Herald

Read more: http://news.smh.com.au/breaking-news-world/libya-accuses-rebels-of-breaching-truce-

20110319-1c16i.html <http://news.smh.com.au/breaking-news-world/libya-accuses-rebels-of-
breaching-truce-20110319-1c16i.html>

Libya on Saturday accused rebels of breaching a truce as insurgents mobilised to defend
their stronghold of Benghazi and a French diplomat said Western military intervention was imminent.

Libyan Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Kaaim accused rebels of breaching Tripoli's self-

declared ceasefire. He earlier said the Libyan military will not attack Benghazi, which has a one-
million population.

Hi#

“Army has no plan to attack Benghazi—Tripoli”

Date: March 19, 2011

(53}
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Source: AFP

Read more: http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/breakingnews/world/view/20110319-326329/Army-has-no-
plan-to-attack-BenghaziTripoli

"The ceasefire we decided on ... for us means no military operation big or small," Deputy
Foreign Minister Khaled Kaaim said, denying rebel charges that Libyan leader Gadhafi's regime was
violating the ceasefire which it announced earlier the same day.

Kaaim renewed an invitation by Libya to Turkey, Malta and China to send observers to monitor
the ceasefire which his government declared.

#HH##

“David Cameron cautious over Libya ceasefire offer”

Date: March 18, 2011

Source: BBC

Read more: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-12784729

The UK prime minister has said UK warplanes are being deployed to help protect the Libyan
people from "brutal" attacks by the Gaddafi regime.

#HH##

“Obama trying to limit military involvement in Libya”
Date: March 19, 2011
Source: CNN

Read more: http://edition.cnn.com/2011/POLITICS/03/18/obama.no.fly/?hpt=T1

President Barack Obama is trying to limit the United States' role in enforcing a no-fly zone over
Libya to support aircraft only and is very reluctant to commit any offensive U.S. firepower, a senior
U.S. official familiar with the military planning discussions said Friday.
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"We are part" of no-fly zone enforcement but "expect a lot from our partners"
U.S. likely to contribute intelligence-gathering drones, other assets
"There is not much time for Gadhafi," official says

Hi#

“France sees Libya armed action within hours”
Date: March 19, 2011
Source: Al Jazeera

Read more: http://english.aljazeera.net/news/africa/2011/03/20113191336346695.html

Paris hints at speedy military action as US envoy to UN accuses Gaddafi of defying
international demands for ceasefire.

Within hours of Barack Obama, the US president, saying the terms of a UN resolution meant to
end fighting in Libya were non-negotiable, his UN envoy, Susan Rice, asked by CNN whether
Gaddafi was in violation of these terms said; "Yes, he is."

Libya's eastern rebel stronghold of Benghazi was braced for the worst on Friday night after
rumours that Gaddafi's troops were within striking distance of the Mediterranean city.

There was no immediate confirmation that government forces had moved closer to the city and

his deputy foreign minister, at a news conference in Tripoli, denied there were any plans to attack the
rebel bastion.

Hi#

“Libya: President Obama gives Gaddafi ultimatum”
Date: March 19, 2011
Source: BBC

Read more: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-12791910
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Gaddafi's government has declared a unilateral ceasefire, as attack plans are drawn up against
him under the UN resolution.

There are reports government offensives are continuing despite the ceasefire.

Libyan officials have dismissed these as untrue and say international observers are being
invited to Libya to verify the situation.

The commander in charge of planning for the no-fly zone will be US Adm. Samuel Locklear, the
BBC learned.

VIDEO REPORTS

“Battle for Libya”
Date: March 19, 2011
Source: Aljazeera

Watch: http://english.aljazeera.net/news/africa/2011/03/20113191336346695.html

Benghazi remains under bombardment; fresh attacks despite ceasefire.

H#

“Fighter jets poised for action in Libya”
Date: March 19, 2011
Source: BBC

Watch: hitp://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-12794468

Leaders from the US, the UK, France, and Arab countries are to meet in Paris to discuss
military action in Libya.

In Benghazi, a fighter jet explodes in flames.

British jets are armed and ready to go.
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TRANSCRIPTS

President Obama's Remarks on Libya

PRESIDENT OBAMA: Good afternoon, everybody. | want to take this opportunity to update the
American people about the situation in Libya.

Over the last several weeks, the world has watched events unfold in Libya with hope and alarm. Last
month, protesters took to the streets across the country to demand their universal rights and a
government that is accountable to them and responsive to their aspirations.

But they were met with an iron first. Within days, whole parts of the country declared their
independence from a brutal regime. And members of the government serving in Libya and abroad
chose to align themselves with the forces of change.

Moammar Gadhafi clearly lost the confidence of his own people and the legitimacy to lead. Instead of
respecting the rights of his own people, Gadhafi chose the path of brutal suppression. Innocent
civilians were beaten, imprisoned and in some cases killed. Peaceful protests were forcefully put
down. Hospitals were attacked and patients disappeared. A campaign of intimidation and repression
began.

In the face of this injustice, the United States and the international community moved swiftly.
Sanctions were put in place by the United States and our allies and partners. The U.N. Security
Council imposed further sanctions, an arms embargo and the specter of international accountability
for Gadhafi and those around him. Humanitarian assistance was positioned on Libya's borders. And
those displaced by the violence received our help.

Ample warning was given that Gadhafi needed to stop his campaign of repression or be held
accountable. The Arab League and the European Union joined us in calling for an end to violence.

Once again, Gadhafi chose to ignore the will of his people and the international community.
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Instead, he launched a military campaign against his own people. And there should be no doubt
about his intentions, because he, himself, has made them clear. For decades, he's demonstrated a
willingness to use brute force, through his sponsorship of terrorism against the American people as
well as others, and through the killings that he has carried out within his own borders.

And just yesterday, speaking of the city of Benghazi a -- a city of roughly 700,000 people, he
threatened, and | quote: "We will have no mercy and no pity." No mercy on his own citizens.

Now, here's why this matters to us. Left unchecked, we have every reason to believe that Gadhafi
would commit atrocities against his people. Many thousands could die. A humanitarian crisis would
ensue. The entire region could be destabilized, endangering many of our allies and partners. The
calls of the Libyan people for help would go unanswered. The democratic values that we stand for
would be overrun. Moreover, the words of the international community would be rendered hollow.

And that's why the United States has worked with our allies and partners to shape a strong
international response at the United Nations. Our focus has been clear: protecting innocent civilians
within Libya, and holding the Gadhafi regime accountable.

Yesterday, in response to a call for action by the Libyan people and the Arab League, the U.N.
Security Council passed a strong resolution that demands an end to the violence against citizens. It
authorizes the use of force, with an explicit commitment to pursue all necessary measures to stop the
killing, to include the enforcement of a no-fly zone over Libya.

It also strengthens our sanctions and the enforcement of an arms embargo against the Gadhafi
regime.

Now, once more, Moammar Gadhafi has a choice. The resolution that passed lays out very clear
conditions that must be met. The United States, the United Kingdom, France and Arab states agree
that a cease-fire must be implemented immediately. That means all attacks against civilians must
stop. Gadhafi must stop his troops from advancing on Benghazi; pull them back from Adjadbiya,
Misrata and Zawiya; and establish water, electricity and gas supplies to all areas. Humanitarian
assistance must be allowed to reach the people of Libya.

2
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Let me be clear, these terms are not negotiable. These terms are not subject to negotiation. If
Gadhafi does not comply with the resolution, the international community will impose consequences,
and the resolution will be enforced through military action.

In this effort, the United States is prepared to act as part of an international coalition. American
leadership is essential, but that does not mean acting alone. It means shaping the conditions for the
international community to act together.

What's why I've directed Secretary Gates and our military to coordinate their planning, and tomorrow
Secretary Clinton will travel to Paris for a meeting with our European allies and Arab partners about
the enforcement of Resolution 1973.

We will provide the unique capabilities that we can bring to bear to stop the violence against civilians,
including enabling our European allies and Arab partners to effectively enforce a no-fly zone.

| have no doubt that the men and women of our military are capable of carrying out this mission.
Once more, they have the thanks of a grateful nation, and the admiration of the world.

| also want to be clear about what we will not be doing. The United States is not going to deploy
ground troops into Libya, and we are not going to use force to go beyond a well-defined goal,
specifically the protection of civilians in Libya. In the coming weeks, we will continue to help the
Libyan people with humanitarian and economic assistance so that they can fulfill their aspirations
peacefully.

Now, the United States did not seek this outcome. Our decisions have been driven by Gadhafi's
refusal to respect the rights of his people and the potential for mass murder of innocent civilians.

It is not an action that we will pursue alone. Indeed, our British and French allies and members of the
Arab League have already committed to take a leadership role in the enforcement of this resolution,
just as they were instrumental in pursuing it. We are coordinating closely with them. And this is
precisely how the international community should work, as more nations bear both the responsibility
and the cost of enforcing international law.

This is just one more chapter in the change that is unfolding across the Middle East and North Africa.
From the beginning of these protests, we made it clear that we are opposed to violence. We've made
clear our support for a set of universal values, and our support for the political and economic change
that the people of the region deserve.
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But | want to be clear that change in the region will not and cannot be imposed by the United States
or any foreign power. Ultimately it will be driven by the people of the Arab world. It is their right and
their responsibility to determine their own destiny.

Let me close by saying that there is no decision | face as your commander in chief that | consider as
carefully as the decision to ask our men and women to use military force. Particularly at a time when
our military is fighting in Afghanistan and winding down our activities in Iraqg, that decision is only
made more difficult.

But the United States of America will not stand idly by in the face of actions that undermine global
peace and security. So I've taken this decision with the confidence that action is necessary and that
we will not be acting alone. Our goal is focused, our cause is just, and our coalition is strong.

Thank you very much.

Hi#
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Statements of Interest in the Press AM edition 25 MAR
STATEMENTS

25 MARCH 2011

-NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh Rasmussen, March 24, 2011: “At this
moment, there will still be a coalition operation and a NATO operation.”

-U.K. Foreign Secretary William Hague, March 24, 2011, referring to why
military operations had been launched against Libya: "The case for this
action remains utterly compelling, appalling violence against Libyan
citizens continues to take place exposing the regime's claims to have
ordered a ceasefire to be an utter sham."

-U.8. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, March 24, 2011: ™“This
operation has already saved many lives, but the danger is far from over.
As long as the Qaddafi regime threatens its people and defies the United
Nations, we must remain wvigilant and focused.”

-U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, March 24, 2011: “Our mission
has been to use America’s unique capabilities to create the conditions
for the no-fly zone and to assist in meeting urgent humanitarian
needs.And as expected, we’re already seeing a significant reduction in
the number of U.S. planes involved in operations.”

-U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, March 24, 2011: "This evening,
the United Arab Emirates announced they are joining the coalition and
sending planes to help protect Libyan civilians and enforce the no-fly
zone. We welcome this important step. It underscores both the breadth of
this international coalition and the depth of concern in the region for
the plight of the Libyan people."

-U.S. Joint Staff director Vice Adm. Bill Gortney, March 24, 2011: ™“Our
message is, don’t follow the regime’s orders, don’t attack the people,
just cease fighting, stay in place, abandon your equipment. But if you
threaten the Libyan people, attack the Libyan people, we are going to
take you under attack."

-U.S. Joint Staff director Vice Adm. Bill Gortney, March 24, 2011: "If
you can work on their supply lines, their logistics capabilities, cut
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them off, they’re not going to be able to sustain their efforts inside
the cities,”

-U.S8. Joint Staff director Vice Adm. Bill Gortney, March 24, 2011,
referring to the restructuring the command and control of military
operations supporting the UNSCR 1973: "No one in the U.S. military is
underestimating the challenge here...This is a complicated process and,
to some degree, it's being done on the fly."

-U.S. Africa Command General Carter F. Ham, March 24, 2011: "The phrase
that we use is that the United States will contribute its unique military
capabilities to whatever this second phase of operation would be. There's
probably some intelligence support that we would continue to provide,
some communications, tankers for aircraft. ... But we wouldn't see
probably a large number of fighter aircraft for example.™

-U.S8. Africa Command General Carter F. Ham, March 24, 2011: "We remain
very, very conscious and very careful about civilian casualties. It's
very difficult to assess what the effect of an attack might be in those
built-up areas and secondly it's difficult to distinguish between
opposition forces and regime forces. It's very difficult to discern who
is attacking who in those very complex situations. It is the toughest
thing we have to do right now and we're working very hard to do that."

-French Ministry of Defense statement, March 24, 2011, referring to
French action taken to enforce the no-fly zone against a Libyan jet
airborne over Misrata: "The French patrol carried out an air-to-ground
strike using an A23M missile while the fighter jet of Coclonel Gadhafi's
forces had just landed at the military base in Misrata."

FROM ARABIC AND FRENCH PRESS

24 MAR 2011

French Defense Minister: "Intel indicates Qaddafi's mil. Advisors are
telling him they are hopeless in the current fight." "Qaddafi's regime
will collapse faster than we expect.”
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French Foreign Minister: "It may take days to destroy Qaddafi's
military." "Our raids continue and our goal is to help the opposition
forces win."

Turkish Foreign Minister: "NATO will take over command of the ops in the
next day or two."

Italian Admiral Renaldo Ferri: "The coalition closed the main passage to
stop weapons smuggling to Libya."

Mohammed Ben Ghalbun, Chairman of the Libyan Constitutional Union
(Opposition party): "The US is giving Qaddafi enough time to control
western Libya." "It was US's job to tackle western Libya, but they
focused on minor targets and allowed Qaddafi forces to continue shelling
cities."

Moroccan Foreign Minister: "We are not comfortable with ops in Libya. We
seen Arab "spring" but we are not sure if there's going to be a summer
anytime soon. Maybe a long dark winter..."

French President: "Everyone should understand that coordination must

remain highly political, although it will depend on the machinery of

NATO, because Arab countries that are not members of the alliance are
involved in the response to Libya."

REPORTS

“NATO to run Libya no-fly zone”

Date: March 25, 2011

Source: Reuters

Read more: http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/03/25/us-1libya-nato-
idUSTRE72N61F20110325

NATO countries agreed on Thursday to enforce a no-fly zone in Libya to
protect civilians against Muammar Gaddafi's forces, but fell short of a
final agreement to take full command of all military operations in the
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North African state. NATO officials said a decision was expected on
Sunday on whether to broaden the mandate to take full command, including
over attacks on ground targets to protect civilian areas under threat
from Muammar Gaddafi's forces. NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh
Rasmussen told reporters after four days of tough negotiations the U.S.-
led alliance's new mandate did not extend beyond enforcing an arms
embargo and no-fly zone, although it could act in self-defense. NATO
officials said alliance operations to enforce the no-fly zone were
expected to get under way in 48-72 hours. The NATO operation would be
commanded by U.S. Admiral Samuel Locklear, operations commander of the
coalition mission.

#H#

Libya: Nato to take control after William Hague's appeal

Date: March 24, 2011

Source: The Telegraph

Read more:
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/libya/8405
054/Libya-Nato-to-take-control-after-William-Hagues-appeal.html

NATO will take over control of Libyan military operations this weekend
after Britain made an emotional appeal to allies to put a quick end to
the "appalling violence" of the Gaddafi regime. Under a deal hammered out
in bad tempered negotiations on Thursday between Britain, the US, France
and Turkey, the Alliance will assume a leading military role within 48
hours. Hague proposed a two-tiered structure giving "NATO assets" command
and control of military operations, the "arms embargo, no-fly zone and
civilian protection," which was approved by the US, Turkey and France.
The second structure, modelled on Nato's International Security
Assistance Force mission in Afghanistan, will bring together Nato and
non-Alliance countries, including the Arab League and African Union, to
"steer" strategy.

#H#

Libya: Gaddafi regime claims 100 civilians have been killed by coalition
air strikes

Date: March 25, 2011

Source: Reuters

Read more:
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/libya/8404
953/Libya-Gaddafi-regime-claims-100-civilians-have-been-killed-by-
coalition-air-strikes.html
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State media Libya have repeatedly stressed the civilian casualties of the
air strikes, which they say include many children. But officials have
been unable to give definitive figures, and have provided no firm
evidence of the breakdown of civilian and military casualties. In a
reversal of practices in similar situations where governments have been
keen to show off civilian losses, police and militia on Thursday detained
seven journalists for an hour at a checkpoint near Tajoura Hospital in
the east of the city, where casualties were to be undergoing treatment.
They were eventually escorted back to their hotel after being refused
access.

#H#

NATO to Run No-Fly Zone While U.S.-Led Force Hits Qaddafi Troops

Date: March 24, 2011

Source: Bloomberg

Read more: http://www.businessweek.com/news/2011-03-24/nato-to-run-no-
fly-zone-while-u-s-led-force-hits-gaddafi-troops.html

NATO agreed to take command of the Libya no-fly zone, stopping short of
assuming responsibility for airstrike missions against Libyan ground
forces that sparked discord within the 28-nation alliance. The limited
agreement among members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization may
delay a U.S. handoff of responsibility for strikes on Muammar Qaddafi’s
fighters. The anti-Qaddafi coalition will continue to handle actions
which don’t involve the no-fly zone, said NATO Secretary-General Anders
Fogh Rasmussen. Foreign ministers from coalition nations plan to meet
March 29 in London to discuss Libya issues.

H##

Clinton Says Qaddafi Troops Remain ‘Serious Threat’ in Libya

Date: March 24, 2011

Source: Bloomberg

Read more: http://www.businessweek.com/news/2011-03-24/clinton-says-
gaddafi-troops-remain-serious-threat-in-libya.html

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said Muammar Qaddafi’s forces
remain a “serious threat” to civilians in Libya five days after the start
of U.S.-led air attacks. Clinton, speaking to reporters in Washington,
said the North Atlantic Treaty Organization will take responsibility for
the no-fly mission over Libya. Allies are holding additional talks over
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who will assume command of the broader mission, including strikes against
Qaddafi’s ground forces, now run by the U.S.

#H#

Libyan rebels show signs of life

Date: March 24, 2011

Source: LA Times

Read more: http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-libya-
fighting-20110325,0,1620120.story?track=rss

Aided by Western airstrikes, the opposition appears to regain some
momentum against Moammar Kadafi's forces. After losing ground to
government forces for weeks, Libyan rebels based in the eastern city of
Benghazi showed signs Thursday of regaining the momentum against Libyan
leader Moammar Kadafi, whose brutal crackdown on protesters opposed to
his four-decade rule has sparked civil warfare.Rebel spokesman Col. Ahmed
Omar Bani said some government fighters in the front-line city of
Ajdabiya had lost contact with their commanders and were negotiating to
withdraw and head west toward government-controlled territory.

#H#

U.S. transfers lead role in enforcing no-fly zone over Libya to NATO
Date: March 24, 2011

Source: Bellingham Herald

Read more: http://www.bellinghamherald.com/2011/03/24/1933966/us-
transfers-lead-role-in-enforcing.html#ixzzlHZtMsVus

The Obama administration will transfer the lead role in enforcing the
military no-fly zone over Libya to the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization, but the deal exposed sharp divisions in NATO and means U.S.
warplanes will continue flying combat missions against Libyan ground
forces, officials said.

#H#

NATO To Take Over No-Fly Zone in Libya
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Date: March 24, 2011

Source: ABC

Read more: http://abcnews.go.com/International/nato-charge-libya-fly-
zone-united-states/story?id=13210685

Gen. Carter Ham tells ABC News That Handing Over Air Operations May Take
Time. NATO has agreed to relieve the United States of responsibility for
enforcing the no-fly zone in Libya.The United States will remain part of
Operation Odyssey Dawn, but will have limited participation, Africa
Command's Gen. Carter F. Ham told ABC News in an exclusive interview. The
U.S. will contribute tankers and personnel recovery teams, he said.

H##

VIDEO REPORTS

Exclusive: Martha Raddatz Talks With Gen. Ham Africa Commander

Date: March 24, 2011

Source: ABC

Watch: http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/video/exclusive-martha-raddatz-talks-
gen-ham-13214065

Gen. Carter Ham says, " (Qadhafi) was slaughtering his own people.”

#H#

Clinton: U.S. Welcomes NATO Taking Command of Libyan No-Fly Operation
Date: March 24, 2011

Source: PBS/YouTube

Watch: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aRo5g1LjN90

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said Thursday evening that the United
States welcomed the decision by the NATO alliance to enforce the no-fly
zone over Libya -- but not other military operations there. Clinton also
said that the United Arab Emirates would contribute planes to the effort.
She also said that forces loyal to leader Moammar Gadhafi have been
pushed back but remain a threat to Libya's people.
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##

FOREIGN LEADER PUBLIC STATEMENTS ON LIBYA

Last updated Thursday, March 24, 2011, 1345 ET

BELGIUM: Military officials noted that their F-16s only have a mandate to
attack military targets threatening citizens, not more generally to help
rebels liberate Libyan cities.

CZECH REPUBLIC: FM expressed support for full NATO control.

FRANCE: Continues to press for NATO operational control under coalition
political control; FM and DM highlighted success of operation to date,
saying operation will last days or weeks, not months.

GERMANY: Chancellor Merkel addressed Parliament Wed evening reiterating
support for UNSC resolution, saying “we are not neutral” but also that
“We don't make every global event into a local event.”

GREECE: Foreign Ministry spokesperson notes that any military action will
not be the ultimate solution and that a political solution will be
required.

ICELAND: Earlier in the week suggested possible participation like
opening airspace.

ITALY: In multiple public appearances and interviews, the PM, FM and DM
pushed for NATO control and specifically highlighted French opposition to
this plan. Also, the Senate approved military action.

JORDAN: Appeared to deny the announcement by UK PM Cameron yesterday that
they would be providing logistical support for the coalition, noting no
ground operations and a future humanitarian role.
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KUWAIT: The official news agency ran an article on Italian lauding of
Kuwait logistical support announced by UK PM Cameron.

LITHUANIA: While noting inability to directly participate, highlighted
support for the coalition.

MOROCCO: FM, appearing with SecState Clinton in DC highlighted supported
for UNSC resolution and in particular Morocco’s humanitarian efforts
under the resolution.

NETHERLANDS: Parliament approved military action on Wednesday evening.

NORWAY: DM noted that Norway will not participate in (“red card”)
individual air missions when it deems the risk to civilians to be too
great.

ROMANIA: clarifying deployment of frigate for embargo, said that it would
not fire at Libya. The timeline of the deployment is still somewhat
unclear in public reports.

SPAIN: In interviews, DM reiterated that Spain is “comfortable” with the
French proposal.

SWEDEN: Noted no lack of coalition aircraft for the mission, and
expressed caution and need for clear rules of engagement from the outset
when using military force.

TURKEY: Parliament approved participation in embargo on Thursday; FM will
attend upcoming London conference; President and PM made public comments
critical of France in particular.
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CURRENT SNAPSHOT

Directly Involved In No-Fly: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Italy,
Norway, Qatar, Spain, UK

Other Support For No-Fly: Germany (Afghanistan AWACS), Greece (basing,
overflight), Malta (overflight)

Only Participating In Naval Embargo: Bulgaria, Czech Republic (via NATO
AWACS), Greece, Netherlands, Romania, Turkey

Unspecified Logistical Support: Jordan (government denies previous UK
announcement), Kuwait

Support Possible/Likely For NATQO Missions: Estonia, Hungary, Iceland,
Luxembourg, Portugal, Slovakia, Sweden

Reported Unofficial Military Support: Egypt

No Military But On Paris Communiqué’ and/or UN Vote and/or Public Support
For UN Vote: Algeria, Croatia, Irag, Kuwait, Lativa, Lebanon, Morocco,
Poland, Saudi Arabia

Supportive Intl Groups: Arab League, EU, GCC, NATC SecGen, UN

Opposition To Resolution/Military Actions: Brazil, China, Russia, Cyprus,
India
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STATEMENTS
28 MARCH 2011

-U.S. President Barack Obama, March 27 2011: "Our military has provided
unique capabilities at the beginning, but this is now a broad,
international effort. Our allies and partners are enforcing the no-fly
zone over Libya and the arms embargo at sea. Key Arab partners like Qatar
and the United Arab Emirates have committed aircraft."

-U.S. Secretary of Defense Robert Gates, March 27, 2011, referring to the
possibility that more of Qadhafi's associates would defect: "We have
things in our tool box in addition to hammers ... one should not
underestimate the possibility of the regime itself cracking."”

-NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen, March 27, 2011, referring
to NATO taking over operations: "We are already enforcing the arms
embargo and the no-fly zone, and with today's decision we are going
beyond. We will be acting in close co-ordination with our international
and regional partners to protect the people of Libya . . . NATO will
implement all aspects of the UN Resolution. Nothing more, nothing less.”

-NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen, March 27, 2011: "We have
directed NATO's top operational commander to begin executing this
operation with immediate effect. Our goal is to protect civilians and
civilian-populated areas under threat from the Gaddafi regime."

-U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, March 27, 2011: " (Libya) had a
leader who used military force against the protesters from one end of his
country to the other, who publicly said things like 'we'll show no
mercy,' 'we'll go house to house,' and the international community moved
with great speed in part because there's a history here."

-British Defense Secretary Liam Fox, March 27, 2011: "As they move round
the coast, of course, the rebels will increasingly control the exit
points of Libya's oil. That will produce a very dynamic and a very
different equilibrium inside Libya. How that will play out in terms of
public opinion and the Gadhafi regime remains to be seen."

-Libyan Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Kaim, March 27, 2011: "This is the
objective of the coalition now, it is not to protect civilians because
now they are directly fighting against the armed forces. They are trying
to push the country to the brink of a civil war."

-Libyan government spokesman Moussa Ibrahim, March 28, 2011: "The rebels
are making their advance and no one is stopping them. And no one is even
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talking to them or saying, 'Where are you going?' or 'Why are you taking
offensive positions and attacking the Libyan army and Libyan cities?'"

FROM ARABIC AND FRENCH PRESS

Libya's former permanent representative to the United Nations, Abdel-
Rahman Shalgam, confirmed to Al-Jazeera that Serta fell to the rebels. He
added: "the people of the city met the rebels with welcome and cheering.
A1l of Qaddafdi's soldiers had fled the city 24 hours before."

The American businessman of Lebanese descent, Roger Tamraz, said he had
spoken to Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi's entourage, and that senior
figures among them have a strong desire to reach a cease-fire, and to
make a peace deal with the opposition which is trying to topple Qaddafi
from power.

The spokesman for the Libyan National Transitional Council, Wanees Al-
Drissi, asked the international community to "hunt down the tyrant and to
punish him" for the rape of Libyan woman, Ayman Al-Obaydi, by 15 members
of a battalions loyal to Qaddafi.

Iranian President, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, criticized the United States and
Western nations over their intervention in the affairs of other nations,
accusing Washington and its allies to defend their illegal interests by
waging wars on others.

Ali Tarhuni, the opposition's official in charge of economic, financial
and petroleum affairs in Ben Ghazi: "Qatar petroleum has accepted to take
all the oil produced in opposition-controlled areas of Libya and market
it for the opposition.”

The hometown of Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi has fallen into the hands
of insurgents, said a spokesman for the insurgency early Monday. No
independent confirmation of the announcement of the insurgents could be
obtained yet. The Libvan regime has, for now, not denied the fall of that
stronghold.

Former Socialist Prime Minister Lionel Jospin said Sunday that the
international intervention in Libya was a "just cause" and "legitimate "
and that it was "exactly in the spirit of resolution 1973" of the UN.
"Without it there would have been a bloodbath in Benghazi and fierce
repression" of the Libyan opposition by forces of Colonel Gaddafi.

REPORTS

Fresh Airstrikes Aid Rebels

Date: March 28, 2011

Source: Wall Street Journal
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704396904576226180769935342
.html
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Rebels fighting Col. Moammar Gadhafi's regime saw a revival in their
fortunes Sunday as international airstrikes that started more than a week
ago helped them regain territory previously lost to government forces.
The turnaround came the same day the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
agreed to take full command from the United Nations of all international
military operations in and around the country. Coming one day ahead of
President Barack Obama's speech on Monday to address U.S. involvement in
Libya, the NATO decision frees up the U.S. to play a more subordinate
role in the operations. The decision extends NATO's responsibilities to
cover the protection of civilians beyond its existing task of enforcing a
no-fly zone and an arms embargo. But it doesn't change the nature of the
military mission in Libya. Secretary of Defense Robert Gates said he
couldn't be sure NATO would have finished its mission by the year-end,
saying: "I don't think anybody knows that."

##

Air raids hit Gadhafi stronghold of Sirte in Libya

Date: March 27, 2011

Source: AP/Miami Herald

Read more: http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/03/27/2136503/1ibyan-rebels-
take-back-oil-town.html

RAS LANOUF, Libya -- International air raids targeted Moammar Gadhafi's
hometown of Sirte for the first time Sunday night as rebels quickly
closed in on the regime stronghold, a formidable obstacle that must be
overcome for government opponents to reach the capital Tripoli.

A heavy bombardment of Tripoli also began after nightfall, with at least
nine loud explosions and anti-aircraft fire heard, an Associated Press
reporter in the city said.

H##

Nato assumes leadership on Libya
Date: March 27, 2011

Source: BBC

Read more: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/

NATO's Secretary General, Anders Fogh Rasmussen, has said it has decided
to take on the whole military operation in Libya "with immediate effect."
The alliance will enforce "all aspects™ of the UN resolution authorising
action to protect civilians. "Nothing more, nothing less," Mr Rasmussen
added. While Nato ambassadors discussed the international military
operation, rebel forces in eastern Libya took advantage of the
devastating effect of the air and missile strikes on Col Gaddafi's forces
to advance westwards."Gaddafi's forces are now scared rats," Mohammed Ali
al-Atwish, a rebel fighter in Bin Jawad, told the AFP news agencyThey are
dropping their weapons and uniforms and dressing as civilians. We are no
longer concerned about Gaddafi's forces at all."

H##

Rebels push towards Gaddafi stronghold
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Date: March 27, 2011

Source: Aljazeera

Read more:
http://english.aljazeera.net/news/africa/2011/03/201132681812362552.html

Bin Jawad is the latest town to fall as Libyan rebels' rapid advance west
takes them closer to Gaddafi-held Sirte. Libyan rebels are moving
westwards towards a possible showdown with government forces loyal to the
country's embattled leader, Muammar Gaddafi. Opposition forces backed by
coalition air strikes have already seized control of the key towns of Bin
Jawad, Ras Lanuf, Ugayla, Brega and Ajdabiya in a rapid advance along the
coastline. Meanwhile, the next town in the rebels' path, Gaddafi's
hometown of Sirte, was reported to be under attack by coalition warplanes
for the first time late on Sunday, according to Libyan state television.
Coalition air strikes targets in Tripoli also resumed on Sunday night
with explosions heard in the Libyan capital.

#H#

Rebels gain ground as airstrikes continue in Libya

Date: March 28, 2011

Source: CNN

Read more:
http://edition.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/africa/03/27/1ibya.war/index.html ?hpt=T
1

Ras Lanuf, Libya (CNN) -- Libyan opposition fighters marched west Sunday,
seizing control of two key cities, CNN observed, and gaining ground as
coalition airstrikes continued to pound the North African nation. Rebel
forces told CNN that forces loyal to Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi pulled
back from Ras Lanuf. A CNN crew in the city witnessed damaged wvehicles on
the outskirts of the town, though the town appeared to have avoided major
destruction. Coalition airstrikes continued Sunday as NATO approved an
operations plan that will shift the entire Libyan military mission to
alliance command, officials said.

##

New coalition airstrikes reportedly underway in Libya; strikes help
rebels advance

Date: March 27, 2011

Source: Washington Post

Read more: http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/airstrikes-help-libya-
rebels-advance/2011/03/26/AFdmWkeB story.html

TRIPOLI, Libya —Libyan state television reported Sunday night that
international airstrikes were targeting Moammar Gaddafi’s hometown and
stronghold of Sirte for the first time. There were at least nine loud
explosions in Tripoli after nightfall and anti-aircraft fire was heard.
“Civilian and military areas in Tripoli were hit a short while ago by the
crusader, colonialist aggressors,” Libyan state television said in a
written news flash. The explosions were followed by sustained bursts of
anti-aircraft gunfire by Libyvan forces. Defense Secretary Robert Gates
said in an interview taped Saturday for CBS’s “Face the Nation” that
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there is no proof of the Gaddafi government claims that coalition
airstrikes have killed civilians, the Associated Press reported.
According to AP, Gates said that intelligence reports indicate Gaddafi
supporters are putting bodies of people killed by government forces at
sites attacked by coalition planes.

#H#

US reducing naval firepower aimed at Gadhafi

Date: March 27, 2011

Source: MSNBC

Read more: http://www.msnbc.msn.com/i1d/42293598/ns/world news-—
mideastn africa/

NATO decides Sunday to take over command and control of the entire Libya
operation. WASHINGTON — In a sign of U.S. confidence that the weeklong
assault on Libya has tamed Moammar Gadhafi's air defenses, the Pentagon
has reduced the amount of naval firepower arrayed against him, officials
said Sunday. The move, not yet publicly announced, reinforces the White
House message of a diminishing U.S. role — a central point in President
Barack Obama's national address Monday night on Libya. The White House
booked Defense Secretary Robert Gates and Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton on three Sunday news shows to promote the administration's
case ahead of the speech. At least one of the five Navy ships and
submarines that have launched dozens of Tomahawk cruise missiles at
Libyan targets from positions in the Mediterranean Sea has left the area,
three defense officials said. They spoke on condition of anonymity in
order to discuss sensitive military movements.

#H#
VIDEO REPORTS

NATO agrees to command aerial operations over Libya
Date: March 27, 2011

Source: BBC

Watch: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-12876896

NATO has agreed to take immediate command of all aerial operations to
combat Colonel Gaddafi's forces in Libya. Meeting in Brussels, NATO
ambassadors said their goal was to protect civilians and civilian-
populated areas under threat of attack from the Gaddafi regime.

#H#

Battle for Libya: Coalition Helps Push Back Gaddhafi Forces

Date: March 27, 2011

Source: Aljazeera

Watch:
http://english.aljazeera.net/news/africa/2011/03/201132681812362552.html
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Libyan rebels are moving westwards towards a possible showdown with
government forces loyal to the country's embattled leader, Muammar
Gaddafi. Footage of British Defense military airstikes.

#H#

RAirstrikes Aid Libyan Rebel Advance

Date: March 27, 2011

Source: Reuters
http://online.wsj.com/video/airstrikes-aid-libyan-rebel-advance/05F5CDB0-
4A3B-48C1-8AA4-DAFFAF0B82ACD.html

Libya's revolutiocnaries reach the o0il town of Brega, while newly released
footage shows coalition forces bombarding government forces, aiding the
rebels' advance.

#H#
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