
Ccnual IntelligenceAgL1ll)'

Washi"~OfL D.C. 2O:5O:'i

21 July 20 16

John H. Clarke
1629 K Street, NW
Suite 300
Washington, DC 20006

Re: F-2016-01940; D1A Case # LlT-0005-2014; 14-ev-01589

Dear Mr. Clarke:

In the course of processing the 7 April 2014 and 28 May 20 14 Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA) requests that you submitted on behalf of your client , Accuracy in Media, Inc., the
Defense Intelligence Agency located CIA material among the responsive documents. The
Defense Intelligence Agc ncy referred the material to CIA on 10 June 20 16 for revie w and direct
response to you. The 7 April 20 14 request was for production of:

" I. Maps. Maps depicting all assets within fifteen hundred miles of Benghazi, Libya, on
September II tho on September 111h and 12th

, 20 12. regardless of such maps were
created before or after Septe mber I I, 20 12.

2. Mi litary assets pre-positioned in October 2011. Records of :.111 Defense
Department assets that were pre-positioned off the coast of Tripo li on October 18.
20 II , when Secre tary Clinton visited Libya.

3. Terrorist threat in 2012 . For the calendar year 20 12. records of the threat to U.S.
personn el because of al-Qaida or Ansar al-Shariah or other be lligerent build-up in
Benghazi, includ ing photographs."

Secondly, the 28 May 20 14 request was for production of:

" I. Op Rep 3's. The OPREP-3 PINNACLE report(s) used to provide any Department of
Defense di vision (or office or entity) with noti ficat ion of, or information about the
September II th and Izth 20 12 attacks on U.S. facilities in Benghazi. Libya.

2. Orders re readiness status, For the period of Ju ly 1, 20 12, through September 30.
20 I2, records of all directi ves. orders, and other com munications regarding the
readiness status of United States ar med forces on the anniversary of the September
11, 200 1, attacks on the World Trade center. to or from:
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VSEUCOM (V.S. European Command);
CENTCOM (United States Central Command);
AFRICOM (V.S. African Command)
VSSOCOM (Special Operations Command);
OSD/JS (Office of the Secretary of Defense and the Joint Staff);
Naval Air Station Sigonella, Sicily;
Spanish naval base Naval Station Rota. Spain;
Aviano Air Base in northeastern Italy; and
Special Operations Forces in the Vnites States:'

We reviewed the referred CIA material in accordance with the FOIA, 5 V.S.C. § 552. as
amended, and the Section 701 of the National Security Act of 1947. 50 V.S.C. § 3141.

We have determined that six (6) documents can be released in segregable form with
redactions made on the basis ofFOIA exemptions (b)(I), (b)(3), (b)(6). (b)(7)(a), (b)(7)(c), and
(b)(7)(e). The remaining material must be denied in its entirety on the basis of FOIA exemptions
(b)(l). (b)(3), (b)(6). (b)(7)(a). (b)(7)(c), and (b)(7)(e). Exemption (b)(3) pertains to Section 6 of

the Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949. 50 V.S.C. § 3507. noted as exemption
"(b)(3)CIAAct" on the enclosed documents, and/or Section 102A(i)(l) of the National Security
Act of 1947. 50 V.S.C § 3024(i)(I), noted as exemption "(b)(3)NatSecAct" on the enclosed
documents. Portions of the enclosed documents not responsive to the request are marked "NR".

This completes our response to the above referenced referral request.

Sincerely.

f1fMj~
Michael Lavergne

Information and Privacy Coordinator
Enclosures

000002



Approved for Release: 2016/07120 C06578823
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WIR e PubIl!Jwod ontn~ on 11O::1~r 2012

(b)(3) NatSecActJ Libya: Update on the Benghazi Attacks

OfF IC E O F 'f R ~O RIS '" IJo NAl YS IS
(b)(1)

(b)(1) . (b)(3) NalSecAcl---,
(b)(3) NatS e cAct_NewIV KQuiA!'ddetaifs~ __ ~_ __ _ __~

, Ireinforce our assessment rhar
memMI3 of s even l retTOrlst and mlli6a groups--lncJuding Anssr al-Sharia
(AASj, af-Oa'ida In !he Lands of rtre Islamic Idaghrrb (AO''''), and rtre Egypr.

based Muhammad Jamal network-partlcIP41r~d)n_rtre artacltsjn_Befl9IIazi.

(b)( 1)
(b)(3) NatSecAcl

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NalSecAcl

(b)(1)
(b )( 3) NatSecAct-=:]We conrJnue to assess that the assau/r was deliberare and

organized. but also conrJnue to assess !har irs lethality and efficacy ate nor
necessarily indlcsrJons of exten siv e planning, given the capabiJirJes of
terrorist. and mifitla members in eastern Ubya.

- - - --'--------- - ,

:(b)(3) NatSecAct
(b)(1)_ _

.ep .Eeo"~(b)(3) NatSecA"dJ IOOAI
~
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(b)(3) NatSecAel
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(b)(1)
(b)(1) I I-

(b)(3) NatSecA~et..1 ~~=;;;;::=========-::.:==--
~glgl NatSecAel -Fg; we:::~: :el e'P tan CQn,empomoeou;=1

l. . (b)(3) NatSecAet ~
(b)(1) addition; claimed that e:dremists
(b)(3) NatSecAct took advantage of a planned demonstration as an opportunity to carry out

the attack. However, a US official in Benghazi reported that a prolest was
net underway when the assault began,

(b)(3) NaIS~cA~e~1 ~~;~:;;;;;;;;;;;:~I .n cveenmem Investigation Hamstrung By Disorganization, Mistr ust

(b)(3) NatSecActL Tripoli 's invostlgatJon in fO the attacks In Benghazi has been
disorganized and has not yet produced tangible resu1t5 despit eUb~n

(b)(1) I sen/o" • • dO'S' vowlnSeptembertoshowpn>gn>ssS- -- '1
(b)(3) NatSecAet ~

L_ "Weassess the dismissa l d Prime Mini.$l9r~ Bushagur
this past weekend W/1Ipt90CCupy poIilicalleadfJIS dUrlng the coming weeks and

con/nbute /0 additional delays. .

(b)(1 )
(b)(3) NatSecAet

_ (b)(1) _
,e, ••e." ~(b)(3) NalSeeAe.]
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(b)(1)

TOP SOCREi (b)(3) NatSecAct I
.~

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct:- - --- --- - --(b)(3) N tS cA 1-

,-------l"0C.00'/'00'''"''''''''''00,pl••,.S•• ,""WIR. L a e c J
L ___~a: Updated A$s6'ssment of 8 9f1ghaz;Affacks.· 25 September

2012~_Libya: Government PoorlyPositioned toAddross AttackS,· 13
September 2012. .

(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(3) NatSecActIThis WIRe was produced jointly withthe National Counterterrorism
Centor, withcontributions from the Office of Middle East and North Africa
Analysis.

_ (b)(1) _
'0' 'Ee."__(b)(3) NatSecAct l
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23 September 2012

In response to questions on the number of~ople Involved in the Benghazi
attacks, who organized the attack, and whether the groups Involved have a
history of working together:

The Ie continu es to lack sufficient informati on to determine wit h confidence the
number of individu als who partidpated in the attacks. The most specific numbers
come from CIA and State officers present, who as of -2225 local time on 11
September less than an hour after the attack began, observed that at least 20
attackers had breached the Consulate compound and as of 0030 the next day said a
crowd of approximately 100 people had gathered outside a separate US facility.

(b)(1 )
(b)(3) NatSecAct

During th e incident, severa l probable extremist groups cordoned off and
patrolled streets tha t ran along the opposite sides and back of the
Consulate - - [Indicat ing
addi t ionalTrldiVIduals may have provideda sUPPo~rtlng rete to th e
ettackers.] j(b)(1)

(b)(3) NaISecAct - - -.:'= :::.::'== = = = ="'--- - - - - - - - - - ,

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAcl

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAet

'rtns item was written by NCTC, CIA.
_ _ (b)(1) _

Tep 6EGRE1~(b)(3) NalSecAct]
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TeP 9Eeft!1-(b)(1) =:J
. l.--(b)(3) NatSecAct

- AAS initially claimed responsibility for the attacks but subsequently
released a video denvtg involvement, according to press reportlng.D

(b)(1) press allegations that AAS's leader In Damah,

:~~~~Lntanamo Bl~(~)~~~S:~A~ufivan h~b~u~~~~~~~~:~e
direct, coordinate, or plan the assault but aCknowledges intelligence gaps
persist regarding AAS's role.I~~ ~

Extremists operating In Libya are orga.nized Into loosely affiliated groups often
with multiple overlapping allegiances makingth~lr leadershlD structures difficult to
~fjne.l

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

-

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

-

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

Loosely affiliated AAS groups In BenghaZi and Darnah may have additional

I
ties to other extremist groups operating In ther~ (b)(1) I
----------------(b)(3) NatSecAet

-(b)(1) ~
~l'QIHP...6H:EeeRltltEt:f_I-(b)(3) NatSecAct~....
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TGP--"">P-5""",,,,,",~(b)(1 )1 - - - ~
5Ee""""~(b)(3) NalSecAct ~.

- - (b)(1»)--­
__(b)(3) NatSecAcl

CIA Operations Center

Morning Intelligence U pdate
12September 2012

(b)(3) CIMcl

NR

(b)(1)
(b)(3) CIM cl
(b)(3) NalSecAcl

I
TOP S ~C R: E'l'\
-"O"-~"""c-:::-- (b)(1)- -

- (b)(3) NalSecAct

Approved for Release: 2016/07/20 C06578827 000008



Approved for Release: 2016/07/20 C0657BB27

..xgp SECRET1 (b)(1) I I
'&''11-_--(b)(3) NatSecAct-

NR

TOP 5SeftEll, __(b)(1) ~
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!fOP sEeR~Tf (b)(1) -~
(b)(3) NatSecAct~

NR

(b)(1) Libya: tis Official Killed as Protestors Attack Cons~,date in Benghw~L-__
(b)(3) NatSecAct

- XStateOepartment official yestcrday was killed when an armcd mob protesting a film
deemed to be offensive to Islam attacked thc US Consulate in Benghazi, according to
press reporting.I (b)(1)

(b)(3) NatSecAct
b 1) l fA separate us

((b»((3) N tS cA t facility also feU under attack this momine bv morIar tire and rD. ckFt-propeUed ~nades
a e c I .____ _ .... u. _u LAll US OffiCIalS from I

the facility were able to evacuate. (AFP OW81316703,~(b)(3) NatSecAct
(b)(1) I ~
(b)(3) NatSecA~!.

NR
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(b)(1)-:-:----:::----,------__
_ ToP SECR£T[(b)(3) NatSecAct ~

NR

I
(b)(3) NatSecActl-------------------------.J

(b)(3) NatSecAct

I IThis material may contain copyrighted works. Further reproduction or dissemination
. of thismaterial is prolubited without the permission of the copyright holder.

(b)(3) NatSecAct

lean be viewed in the CIA
------Opcrations Center

L-~~~ _

[-------
(b)(3) CIMct
(b)(3) NatSecAct

. (b)(1) .
~(b)(3) NatSecAct ~
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W IRe ~ crine on23 Odober 2012

(b)(3) NalSecAcl
___ Libya: Extremists Reported ly Ass ociated With the Benghazi Attack

O F FI C E 0 " TERROR IS M ANA l "SI S

FBI

FBI

1

I IThis WIRe was produced joinUyWith the Nat ional Counrertenorlsm
Center and ths FedtJraJ Bureau of Inves tigation.

c==.Summary: Many of the extremists who appear to have been involved in

the attack on the US Temporary Mission Facility (TMF) Benghali on 11 ~1 2

Seplember,

" J
The ongoing FBI invest igation and

conllnued IeCOllection sIiOi.t ld continue to finkey gaps in our understanding of

the attackers atld their group affiliations .
(b)(3) NalSecAcl

i Thisisa stand-aJone graphic. (b)(3) NatSecAct
(b)(3) NalSecAct

[e:.==;:;"F~.,':'-.dd"""it"'KJ-n-eJ"in"f,,",,--.-f""'-. t;••-S8-'-""""lhe"""W1:-::R-e,-. "'~-""'""""· · "'l.t".-y-.-.U"p-d".-"-
. 1'-'

on the Bf3ng~!~zi Attacks.:" t Octobe( 2012, ,and1i _ JLibya: _, _
I 29 September 20 12.

- - - - - - - - - - (b)(3) NaISecAcl--'-- -

(b)(3) Nal SecAcl

(b)(1)
(b)(3)
(b)(6)
(b)(7)(a)
(b)(7)(c)
(b)(7)(e) .

(b)(1 )
(b)(3)
(b)(6)
(b)(7)(a)
(b)(7)(c)
(b)(7)(e)

(b)(3) NalSecAct

(b)(3) NatSecAcl - -
Ta. SEe••,- (b)(3) NalSecAcl~ IOGA O"I
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(b)(1) -
-eee-eee.....- (b)(3) NetSecAet -

PubI~1'Ied CWlline Qn 24 Sept ember 20 12WIRe
(b)(3) NetSecAe;t:I==:-:=::-::== = ======== - --'--'--'--'-'--'C"':":::-'--'C="-

I Ubya: Update d Assessment of Benghazi Attacks

O F F IC E O F TERROR I SM A N AL YS I S

(b)(3) NetSecAet

,
I

l(b)(3) NetSecAet

(b)(3) NelSecAet .

L~our ~ss.S$I1J.nt of the dn:uin.~ncas surro unding '1M 11·12
Septemb<ar oItmcks ~alMf US ffJCllities In Benghnl a nd the morivaUons for
the o~Uon hoi". gr2 dua lly elfOtved from what we nrst assessed a. a
resulf ofa numoo of mJW'Intelligence reports. In controlSt to our pnl";OUIS
assessment Ihs'.tho attacks grew sponQlJfIOusly out of lon l protests

inspired by davelopments on 11 September In ~fto. we now . ssass they
went iI de/ibenta asuutr by extremists. We will continue to factor new

reporti ng into cce .essessmeo t as it becomes ava ilab le.

- ,Timing

~ Th e timing of the an.cb still~rs fa have />fIen Influenced by the

• ..ents in cairo. It Is also possible [hat some partJcipants were galvanized by
Ayman al--Za wahiri's can the previous day for Ubyans to avenge the death of on e

of their c:ounlrymen, senior al-Qa 'ida leader Abu Yahya ai-Ubi .,
- '

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NetSecAet

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NetSecAe!

(b)(3) NetSeeAet

(b)(3) NetSecAet
u 'anning

:W e now aSS8$5. based on new reporting. fh., the assault w-s
detfberatrJ Bnd organized. Our mosl credible inrormation indicales that there

was not a protest ongoing at the lime of the attack as first reported. Nonetheless.
the lethality and efficacy of the operation are not necessarily indications of
extensive planning. We assess the attackers rould have quickly organized the

operation based on the skl lls and experience acquiradduring the uprising against

the Qadhafi regi me and.from extrnmisl tra ining.

I
(b)(3) NetSecAet

(b)(1)

l OP •••~~)P) NelSecAel~ IOGA 015!
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(b)(1)
• g O 6EOI!P! (3) NatSecAct :==J ~
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.
~w l re _

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(3) NatSecAct
I jThe attackers used fixed firing positiOl'\S, capture or kiDteams, and

blockades to impede the escape of US personnel and pre venl help from
reaching the CDnsulal~ - - J

i le lormer Libyan sectJrily
offioal was warned jate in the afternoon on the da y of the attack of an

unspecified imminent act ion poss ibly to take place against the Consulate.

Th is suggests the attack was put tog ether at ieest seve ral hours ahead of

l ime.

Atta ckers also employed effective mortar fire against the

Em::;'::as=,::y-=annex later in the night after US return fire repulsed their initial
ground assaun. ~owevel'. U'1e fact thai mol1ilrs

were not used until hours aft er -the initial snack sU9Qests that elements of

1M operation were put toge ther on lhe ny.

C Culpab l1 lty

I Reporting Ind~tes that many afthe ,ttackers were drawn from
rhe LlbYIJn militia group Ansar . 1-Sham (AAS)-which has some members

with rIes to _/-Qa'/da _ffiIJa tes-and one or more Qt'OUDS associa ted with It

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAet

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NatSecAct , We are looking Inlo indications that members of other

Iextremist oemm , ,n~e "g;~~~!::::::: a~Ck"1

_ - (b)(1)- ~

(b)(3) NatSecAct -.----J
(b)(3) NatSecAct ,r====:::-:-------:----:-----:--~

l_ ,We continue to assess the perpetrators of the attack
. Indude<! a mix of individuals with tics to muIlipie extremist 9~ps. libyan

8LrJlOfitieShave; _ . ___ _(b){ 1 )~
C arrested seVeral suspects;accon:!lng to , I

(b)(1) _ -:--c 'oreee repcts.

(b)(3) NatSecAct

(b)(1)
'0' "ORE. (b)(3) NatSecAct,
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(b)(1)
(b)(3) NelSecAel

Tap 9Eefte'T ~

(b)(3) NelSecAet

WI R e I . Con 'i n ue cl'

(b)(3) NetSecAel

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NetSecAet

C=lslamic; Extremists' Involvement in the Attadl$

Iwe assess memb tHS ofmultiple eICtTBmist groups. some with

- COnnections to a' :Oa 'ida-affifiates, were involved in Ihe attacks. Ourmost,--_
compelling reporting points to 8 neKUS or members or AAS I ~- (b)(1 )
-~ - - - - ~as waflas Benghazi-basad individuals tied to the
----- ---~
Jamal networlf.

(b)(3) NetSecAel , "lAA S denied directing the 8 SS8UnS. but praised the attacks and, -
has not reruted public allega lion s suggesting its members were involved,

accorcting to press reports .

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NelSecAet

(b)(1)
b 3) NelSecAet

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NetSecAet

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NetSecAel

(b)(3) NelSeeAet

(b)(3) NetSecAet

(b)(3) NelSecAet

(b)(1)
(b)(3) NelSe cAel

(b)(3) NetSecAet

~For additional information. please see the WIRes,C:=-~Egypt.Ubya :

Muha mmad Jamal's Networlc Conneded 10 CaIro Protasts and Bsnghari
ANar;Jcs,• 22 Soptember 2012; .~ Ubys: Ansar sJ.ShariB Propa ring for

lA,," '" Con frontation ,"9 Sep tembe, 2012; ~

~Government Poorly Positioned To
LAddress AttaClii '-"13 s'=epl::;:em=>:. e::'C'2Q":12';] LibyB: Variety of Extre tnlsts

Participated in BenghaZi AttaCks.· 13 Septembe r 2012; and

I (b)(1) - I L­

(b)(3) NetSecAet

Tap6E6RET- (b)(1 )- -
(b)(3) NetSecAel
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142228Z SEP 12
FM CIA WASHINGTON DC

(b)(3) NatSecAct
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SECTION 1 OF 2
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CITE CIA WASHINGTON DC 358771
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1

(b)(3) NatSecAct
L----..-__----JI·

1******** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ********1

BODY

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

S~€R£TIlOC NF
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INFORMATION REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE

WARNING: ANY TRANSMISSION OR REVELATION OF THIS INFORMATION IN ANY
MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED. VIOLATORS
MAY BE SUBJECT TO CRIMINAL PROSECUTION, INCLUDING UNDER

THE
ESPIONAGE LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES.

REPORT CLASS !!:Cft!Y//OftCOlil/U6f6ftH

DIST:

SUBJ:

14 SEPTEMBER 2012

COUNTRY: (U//~) LIBYA

(b)(3) NatSecAct

(SlleC/UFl OBSERVATIONS FROM THE 11 AND 12 SEPTEMBER 2012
Attacks Against the U.S. Consulate and Separate U.S.
Facility in Benghazi, Libya

30f7

001:

SOURCE:

(U//F6U6) Mid-September 2012

fit/NEt A CIA Officer.

(b)(1 )
(b)(3) NatSecAct
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(b)(3) NatSecAct

SUMMARY: (U/lreee) None.

TEXT: 1. (Context Statement: The source of the

40f7

following
information was a CIA officer with direct access to the below
events. )

2. On 11 September 2012 at approximately 2200 (local), during
an attack on the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi, Libya, a commander of
an
unidentified militia in the proximity of the facility stated that
the
attackers belonged to the Ansar al-Shari'a militia. The militia
commander sta~ed that he preferred to negotiate with the attackers
rather than move toward the Consulate and engage in armed
confrontation with them. At this time, there was no sign of a
large
gathering or protest; the only individuals observed in front of the

SECR£lwoe NF

4/13120168:14 AM
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oSECR£'fiIOC NF
Consulate were militia members who were neither participating in
the
attack nor providing assistance to the Consulate.

3. The attackers ~reached the Consulate compound using
explosives and immediately attacked the guard building and lit it
on
fire. Following this, they moved' through the compound and attacked
the various buildings, also lighting them on fire using fuel'from
the
compound's generators. In. addition to small arms, the attackers
employed large-caliber weapons (NFl) and rocket propelled grenades
(RPGs) against the vehicles carrying U.S. personnel as they
evacuated
from the U.S. Consulate.

4. On 12 September 2012 at approximately 0100 (local),
following the attack on the U.S. Consulate, groups of individuals
approached a separate U.S. facility in Benghazi and used small arms
and an RPG against the facility. Following an exchange of fire
between the attackers and U.S. personnel at the facility, the
attackers retreated. (CIA Officer Comment: The attackers likely
were
aware of the general area in which the U.S. facility was located,
but
it appeared they were uncertain as to its exact location. They
were
likely unaware of the facility's defensive posture and were
surprised
by the ability of the facility's personnel to effectively locate
and
engage them.) At approximately 0500 on 12 September, the attackers
returned and engaged the same U.S. facility in Benghazi with mortar
fire. The first and second rounds landed to the south and north of
the compound, respectively, and subsequent rounds impacted within
the
compound, including three to four direct hits on the compound's
main
building. (CIA Officer Comment: The mortar fire was highly
accurate
and was assessed to have originated from a racetrack approximately
800 ,me~ers south of the facility. The first and second shots
likely
"bracketed" the main building and allowed the assailants to
accurately deliver follow-on rounds.)
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