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POST-CAPTURE PHOTOGRAPHY OF 

CAPTAIN DAVID L. HRDLICKA, USAF 
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. - ... . ,,:... ..... _..., _, 
"'' - ~ .~ .. -:. ·- -

~ :-<' ... ., ' 

C>tSTl. 
·· ·- -- ··- --- •. 

----------- $.,'!Jh.~ -- ' ----------

P.\THCT U.~SUBS(~CNT ACCOJNT or HIS 
WITUC$S1"-G TH( ltflH<~TtON or. A OO'w'NCD AY.[RICAN 
PILDT 

l ~A TH(~ LAO (FL) A 
~Hu WAS STATIONED IN HOUA PHAN {SAM N(UA) PROVINCE UNf!L JUN( 19~) 

CLAIMED ·DAVIO L. HRDl ICKA· SPENT TH( f l!~SJ NIGHT or HI~ CAP; Iv 11 Y A f 

A PL H(AOOUART (RS IN 1 H( VI c·IN 11 Y or BAN UAN ( VH I b~'), i () t-, llll-t( if ~s 

(KM) (ASi or SAM N[UA, A~ APP~OXIMAT[LY VH 19)~)'). It ff N( , l ()A'(, 

- -
6(fCRE BEING TAKEN 10 C,AV(S - i.::H(R[ r~tSCN[HS \-.'[k( Hrll>,H"'ULl( ... -4 

\,.'~S IN~ ER?.OGAT[O IN f~ONi or A PL SCHOOL IN lH[ VICINI I'( or VH .l:) 
195548 TKAT WAS IN S[SSION. ,.,,. cor-~(NT: -.1ocsr.e-31~/C>,•.l.")f.-b5 
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IS AP?RPXIMAT(LY T~O KM NORTH or Xl[NG su. TH( :-\..0 

2. ACCORDING TO INV IT E'D 

HIM 10 GO TO THE SCHOOL ANO ~AS 

ROGA T ION or HROL I CKA. ~~ COt•t-1ENT : 

D . LICKA IN ENGL 

t-OST or TH[ OU(STIONS 

WERE Of A POLITICAL/PROPAGANDA NATURE AND HRDLICKA AN~"WER[O ONLY 

THAT HC KNEW NOTHING ABOUl POLITICS. 
J 

HOUR. 

QUESTIONING LASlEO ABOUi AN 

A 

A 
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LOCATION Of THE CAV(S,WrlER( PRISONERS WERE HELD1 SO I T I S PROBABl. Y 

THAT 00TH ARE ID[NT ICAL.· THE COt~ND POST IS P~OBABLY IDENTICAL TO 

PL HEADQUARTERS MENTIONED IN. PARA ONE ABOVE.) 

STAl[ ARMY AIR USAID CINCPAC PA(fLT PACAt . 

ARPAC USVACV-SAIGON 2ND AIR OIVISION-SAIGO 

(ND or MESSAGE: 

·r 

• 

National Alliance of Families 
Minnesota Chapter 

Barb Sworski 612-378-1'947 

• I 

. . , . l l 
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. 0 & 
GO n() 

Ci.- ~.•r- \J :-·! • i" - ,. .-. ...., ; - ,... ""IO • ., O ..... 

. -· -- - . . . .. 

• 

. , I • ' • t · . •. . . •, -..' . . 
:~.- , _ . :, . ·,;··,•,.,. . . 

.. I : 

. . - ~~ . ... . . . . -~ •• • 

. . 
f ,)I".i ,~ • • . 

-~'LY .ADD. ~~ ·<u.s. F·Llu·/LETTER To(so~~-K~;~~v:oa:;) - • 
... 

x.x ·x· T~t ·:cii'AllTIO:~ i-i?Y'"R''--=-~,1. . • • : ' .·• • ~-: . . 
•. ? • • • • • . . . .. • • • • • • ~-. • ... . .. ,. . . . . . . 

• ,. (TtXT> ~:-n:.-, I PiLOT~D A Pl.A:·::: o~~ A- ·. ;lO~HSl~? ~IS5ION,_ I '.-A~ , . 
. tr.,ABlE TO SEE THE CO~TRADJCTIONS lN JH£ RtALltlES .• :. TJ4E. JOHNJOt,: • 

AD~ IN I STRATI Oi LI £0 TO ,u:, ;.sAr ING.· THAT. 1 :VAS S_EMT· T.O~So~a THE ·. 
• • :-·: CO~~U~ICATIO~ L1~£5 -FR0:1 NORTHER~ -TO SOUTHERN L.AOS. THIS ·PROV~S 

. . ·: ·. THAT TH! ·u.s. I~PE~IALISTS HAVE P£LIB.ERA1EtY ·1NV.ADEb LAOS ·· eyr • 

. . . . 

. , .•. FORCE. I SEE THAT THE -LAOTIAN PR03LE~. PtUST BE. SOLVJ:D ·PIACtFUL).Y 
:· .• ' · BY THE LAOTIA~~S TH£?11SELVES WITHOUT U.S. ·~ INT£JrJ[~TlON A.~D • :/ . : • 
i • • • AGGRESSIO~, A'lD 'THAT THIS · SETlL!:'4!:NT. MUS·T. BE BAS·£~ ·sTRlC11/f ,. 
••• • CN TKE A~TICLES Or THE 19S2· S!~l£VA A'3~E£K£NTS 0~ ·LA03. '. Ht: THE ! 
.• • -19.62 GE~£VA AG~[£:1t.~ts, . IT VAS · ~£~.T.l~EB-THAT: THE U.~IT~."stA"T~·: . 
;~ . • .VOULD ~OT BE AU.THORI"ZED TO SEND OtFICERS AND SOLDJEkS ·t~OS. "'', 
:.1. •• ~~D "THAT THE UNITED ·STATES ANO ·THAILA~!> :WOULD NOT. BE\.1'LLOW£r;>. -ro _" : 

~l THAI TERRITORY ·AS ·A "ILITARY · BASE· FOR· AGGRESSION 1~ ·LAJS~ . : .\ 

. 1 . 
~WEVER, TH!:SE T-WO COUNTRIES HAVE .ATTACKtD . THE i.J8£RATl.D. ARlAS: -~·•,· . 
OF TH[ PAT~IOTIC FO.RC£S. NOV · AS fl> WRlH-1'-tUS LETTER T. ::_YOUR . 
HIGHNESS RtQUESTIN'3 MY REL£_AS£; FlYlN3 :.AB~~,£_.." N[. T~ER~ AR 'iJ•S·. ·\·· .. 

~-:·. :· JETS C0'.'11~$ TO BO:liB, • • • • • : ·, • ·-<_:~· -·~--•>.-,/ · > .· .. \ · · . 

:w.~-> .· THE LETtE~~~ VITH. THtst" ·~·OR!>~Yd~;~-~ja~~"ts
0

S ' • • Y:O • ••• ··.l : 
:'.;· .. . SEND BE BACK TO R~JOI~ "y S:1ALL F.AI-tlLY; • 1. VILl Ntv£R FORGET ~: 
~ • YOUR $00!) WILL. ~y S~ALL F'A!'IILY WILL ·oPEN _JfS DO~R· TO ~ELCOME\' • , 

\j~ . YOUR HIG!·NE55 ll~P ~EOP.L[ '-ITH SINCERITY A.~D- AT ANY· TI~£. o~c:: &··;. 
' ; • . A'3AIN, Z: B!:G YOU~ Hl3HN£SS .TO. PARDON ME ·ANO TO RELEASE Mi: $~ 

i . • THAT I WILL BE Ae-L[ TO REJOI~-J MY ·CHIL!)R~~ ··As, :i,y FA:ULY~ ·1 ~'Ill 
J . SJ!OE "!Y co·,;;-AD'::S PJ THE ·STnU ''3°,1LE TO VOICE PROTESTS AGAI~JST TH.E .'· 

.: ·, 'OOVER~l:1t'~T ~HIC ►: 1~ CRUELLY, SAVAGELY, .· ANO I~HUMANlY ltJVADI~3 
.. (\ .. lAOs. · . • • . • . .. __ : •. ~-- .· • • · . . 

· C _ . WITH MY mt ERE w1sHi:s.t. • :~ :_ '. : ,( < \,~- ;_ \ . ,. · 

• \ • SlG"JEO: . CAPT • . DAVID L • . RRDLICi<A vF l"HE u~s. k.'l°;\:: t°~t?:Es 
IN THAI LAS D. / • . . • . . :· .. • .·. :·. • ._· :: -----~-.- -: • ~ ·- . ~-·. . I • .. .. . 

. { ,,_,-· . • . .. . .. . . •.. ·- :.; ., .. -- . . _, ... : 
·cr~DALL> • . :· ,:•:· • . -~ .... .... :· ... ·~--.... :. ~-- r ··· ·.· .... ... -~'· · . . 

. . . . .. ,- , .. . . ... . . . .· ··: ~- - . . . . . 
. . . ··- . . . 

. . . .· . . . . , • · •. 

. . ... . · 

.. . . . . , . 
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unclas abva wa bbc 

copy to liaison ·· 

J . : . • ' .- :1 ~ j ;__~: 

radio pathet lao (clandestine) in lao to lacs 0415 gmt 26 july 1966-s 

(text) here . is a report about a voice ;e~ording mad~ by captain" 

, david. louis hrdlicka, <,i, a u.s. i aggresso1 ~ - pilot, 

whose plane was shot down and who was captured on eighteen 18 

:jL.­

rnay nineteen sixtyfive 1965. he aslrn his highness prince • 

a souphanouvong to free him, 

souphanouvong, president of the neo lao hak x.a.t and vice premier o.f, the1 

laotian national coalition government: 

. . . . -

. ,. 
: ,·: 

;. ,, . , Lmost _ .honorable prince souphanouvong: this letter (few ;~ords 

,, .. v -c.· -, ;_~distinct) laotian citizens the rare privilege of writing to you • . 

for a year now i have had a chance to ~think about w crimes against 
~ ' . ! . 

I . . . . 

the laotians, and they don't draw a very pretty picture iii my mind • 

. ; on may eighteenth 18th nineteen sixtyfive 1965 i took off from 

, f! p,- -[,4 /OIL I 
( 

,::'11-• ta khli (airbase ·ill thailand and was shot down by the ;tl!c 

laotian people's liberation army of the nee lac hak xat for bomb:L.,.g 

the . liberated zone I. controlled.. by the . neo . lao hak ~:t. as 

• i bombed i was under the mistaken impression that i was cutting 

off the flow of men and supplies to south vietnam. however, ~------;_; 
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now i can see the south vietnam national liberation front for 

liberation~ is really with the people of south vietnam 

. ,,,- \Is;,-
fighting for their liberation an<;l freedom, as W. the neo lao . ,,: , , .. ..__,,. 

recordmg. translation in 
hak xa t. :( ~nd, of engli.sh-langua,ge voice •• n 1 t 311 A t&, 

r: · 
·1ao foliows--ed~) 

. . ;,,··· .... 

{~e-- sai.d,; .i. reque<lt -his highness prince souphanOuvong, p,-esident 

of . the, central connnittee of the neo • 1ao hak :xat· and vice rlli lf, 
' :. ·\; 

~·- a: :precier of the: tripartite. na,ti6nai coalition government, 
,_._ . .·. , .r .• ·. , . : , j : ; : -: . 

•. to understand that~have. ~ad· G~.;.. time to think carefully 
\.l · . • • • 

~ixtyfive 1965 i left the 

. ,,: : ,\ :. 

·_ laotiali . pJ¢ple is:-liber~tion a~ forces of the neo lao .•hak .xat 
, . •• .• L, . 

as i. was 'bombing .a ce~ain ai:-ea ' in the regions controlled by the 
' • l •• 

mistakenly thought 
neo lao hak xat. as i was bombing, i &it■ fl lf * U laLd b tt ·• 

( . i' . Si 111I iE . di>!lJtlflg .• ' ' i . .·· . . . . 

'--:<thlat~ f ' was· doing· it to cut off the flow of arms supplies .. and.iM~, • 
; ·· ·: ' • . • . J.. : ·: 

, ,troops to south vie-6nam •.... l10wever, i h~ now recognized ~h~:t~: the 
:_:; : . ..: '·. ;•:. _: . . ' • • 

liberation front of south vietnam is. really the :peopl,e -of vietnain, 

who are waging a ; ~ruggle to liberate their nation and to win . 

;fr~~dom. l \ ·the· l:tb~ration front of south vietnam is like the neo lao 
·, ~-· \l !,,.: i.)i \i ;_·,; )-. ) 

~'. I;-- r i-.~ f) .t. :~;:.·. 

the 

[ now i -~ave understood and .have become familiar with everything abc 

G;;;;;:• ... ".....,,·,~•.~w of your highnes~ts fight ---
neo lao hak xat :ii:i1Ri1tft JIU¢rhn::t 
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·-, . .t.he ,,,.,.. ,, f. I_. 
to preserve(Peace, neutrality, sovertwgnty, independence, unity, 

and territorial integrity of laos. the neo lao hak xat has tried 

·to safeguar~ :the geneva accords of nineteen sixtytwo 1962 on laosj 

. whereas:, the united states and t~ailand, which signed the nineteen 

sixtyt)wo 1962 • .-;·eneya accords o~ laOs, are trampling upon these 

'. accords. formations ·of u.s. jets from their airbases in thailand, 

• have unleashed attacks on the free areas <?f },Clos, J ilWk 

• • • . - ·._ • I_ req_ue sting you • to f~ee me, u. s. planes F.L 1 
/ as i sit here Jgwp: l1 ll]ll\\:UJbJMI t .. _ ~ 
l__.,__,_ . - - L--A Q5 

1'4tli ...... -overhead to bomb the free areas of·,_,. day and night. -

throughout history military aggressors have. never been able to 

conquer gerrilla.s. our nation will have to realize this, for this 

has ,if shown that your country is fighting a battle for its 

independence. the laotian problem must be resolved by your people 

be means .of negotiations between the two parties concerned. 

L__~he past 

treatment from your people~ 
:. . 

yep.r i have always met with good 

yo~ nurses . have taken care of me 

and have saved my life. they have ~iv~n me medicine and special 

foods. when i was a child i ;;a~ted t,o. be a - ~ilot, and l·rhen 

i grew up i became a pilot. now i _re~t that i used my stren[.'th to 

wage an aggressive and destructive war. what makes me very sad is 

that i am very far from my dear wife and my three l:it:tle children. ·· 

.. 
i have always hoped to return to my family and live with my wife 

be II /31.. t: · ,-, .. ,_ .t' 'I 1'11 • f (; 

l 
. L .. 

and my children. surely i will •....i:cw· to tell ~--the story -

246

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 8 of 78



000009

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 261-2   Filed 10/22/16   Page 9 of 25

~ •• ; • : souphanouvong,11 who forgave me 
--~of a famous man named "prince·· *■ I .] 1•11'& llli o. - ·. 

• •. so much. 

l.:. .. ~eg your highness to be still more kind and to free 

me, so that i can rejoin my ·wife and children. #-even if i have 

committed criminal actions against the laotian people of your 

Js?ftl,t highness, i ask you 

so that i may go back: to rily 

once more to pardon me and free me 
) 

"' ·-...,µ /f &.J . ·. . .· .. . • : 
ch~dr;{.my :~,"and . ~ ···faru.ly . • 

i oppose and protest the aggressive war policy of the u.s. government 

in indochina, especially on the territory of your ~ -~untry. 2604l~ 
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Prisoner. of War . 

CAPT1JRB OF OS · PXLOl' HRDLICKA - Quan Doi -Nilan Dan, 22 ~y--- 66-, ~ge ' • ' 

(Pul.11 . captain David Louis Hrdlicka. Allerican p1J.pt;1 -Serial. Bo . 
o A11t , is one of . the men-capt~ed , by the Lao ~-People~. Lli:.ratioa • 

• Aray· aft:er bis · jet · plaiie was abo• •down by ·the Lao, People'·s Army\ an 
18 ·Jlay · 1965 •.. _ . . • 

Be said: •after beiilcJ abot .down by tlie··guns of '. tJie Lao ~Peo-' . 
pla's.·LiJ;,-ration Army. X was i ediately capt,ired· and ,ev._. since 
then X have ~recei,re4 vexy humuae . treatment.• Before·. ay, captt~ x 
coa1cSl'n~ 'Und~at:and that the · varfan of .,_.the people ~ . Laos was · for 
the -~eignty. lndepen4enc:e. :neatrall.ty • . and mdfi~tion_ -of . Laos. 
But n~ X _clearly anderatand: why·!the .sol41era ·of ,~he Lao People"•._ 
IJ barati~:-Anly . aze so • entbwd.utic.h Ugbt:uig for .thei.r -cause.• . 

. . .• , --~ ....... ..•.•• - - . . ·- . . . . . .. . .. - '-- - . ·- ..... ' . 
Be denCJUDced the· OS authorl.t:iea.· in: these vardsi . •it .. ia ~ --

cause of·.- the- .aggressive pol.icy of •.the us Governaent· that 1117 plane 
11aS ··abot down· and ·•Y back vu inj~ed, • and .. x. q . very homesick far . 
my :three children· and my c!ear wife. · Ny ·.heart is ·sick ancl ·llllaerable 
becaa.se X •• :forlorn- and lonely when r _ think of· tht!l!I- But t.b1a ·aat-
ter la ·making my be~ angry-: .an4 .•.41spleaaed, because • . X have to 
ba:J!etained ·ln ,-priaon B!D!--.latla peopl.e .. concacting their -var -policy 
sit 11t ·: · . · . home safe ·with their . fami:lies. • .... _: : (Olll[ssion . 

-lncU.cate4 -ln Viet:nameise= text) .. . Together -with the -people. of ,:the --­
worl4·,x beg , peralssion to ·raise Ill' . voice ·of .- protest· c1cptas~ ·-the · pol.­
icy ·which .the Johnson- adminlatration is -~1y :carrying oat ·through · 
Air Force attacks .. against · Lao: territory.~ . 

•· .. . . . . - . 
Flnal.ly ·be expressed hla ·1:hanksto ·the· people o~Laos and -

. aske4 •for · forgiveness for -having taken part in· the OS ·war -of ag­
. gression 10 · Laos. 

• 
·-

. . -- --- • 
,_. 

. . • 
6 ... 
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ANC 16 
TA!<E FLACE 

THIS 
D~R REQUEST 'JF 

"/r;: <L') 
CC~Cl~: 

... •. 

··;,.:. 
.,. 

l 

;,~ .. ,.. 

. 
:~~.~ •. ~-: ~ :• , •, ~ . .. 
_.,.~ .... ;~":: ·:-. 

-~~i~~~i~lil ~'Jliil~~t !"<-W.~Noj:, ·!-l.~1i'•".:.!. 
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:. 

.. fi:~\r;~~ii1;:;}~}k~f}if~:~;r;f~;;~1tri;~;J~: __ 
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I 

FRAUD AND MISMANAGEMENT IN THE DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
PERJURY BEFORE THE SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE, AND FAIL URE TO 
FOLLOW REGULA TIO NS . 

, 

(1) FALSE OFFICIAL STATEMENTS: VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 107, UCMJ; 
SECTION 907 TITLE 10, U.S.C. [FOR CIVILIANS SI:MILAR VIOLATIONS UNDER 
TITLE 18, U.S .C.] 

(2) WILLFUL DERELICTION OF DUTY: VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 92, UCMJ; 
SECTION 892 TITLE 10, U.S .C. [FOR CIVILIANS SIMILAR VIOLATIONS UNDER 
TITLE 18, U.S .C.] 

(3) NEGLIGENT DERELICTION OF DUTY: VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 92, UCMJ; 
SECTION 892 TITLE 10, U.S .C. [FOR CIVILIANS SIMILAR VIOLATIONS UNDER 
TITLE 18, U.S.C.] 

(4) ACCESSORY AFTER THE FACT: VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 78, UCMJ; 
SECTION 878 TITLE 10, U.S .C. [FOR CIVILIANS SIMILAR VIOLATIONS UNDER 
TITLE 18, U.S .C.] 

(5) CONSPIRACY TO MAKE FALSE OFFICIAL STATEMENTS: VIOLATION OF 
ARTICLE 81, UCMJ; SECTION 881 TITLE 10, U.S.C. [FOR CIVILIANS SIMILAR 
VIOLATIONS UNDER TITLE 18, U.S .C.] 

(6) CONSPIRACY TO BE WILLFULLY DERELICT IN PERFORMANCE OF 
DUTIES : VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 81 , UCMJ; SECTION 881 TITLE 10, U.S .C. 
[FOR CIVILIANS SIMILAR VIOLATIONS UNDER TITLE 18 U.S.C.) 

(7) CONSPIRACY TO BE ACCESSORIES AFTER THE FACT: VIOLATION OF 
ARTICLE 81 , UCMJ; SECTION 881 TITLE 10, U.S .C. [FOR CIVILIANS SIMILAR 
VIOLATIONS UNDER TITLE 18, U.S.C.] 

--· 
- - - -.-- - - ~ ~ ----· - --
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STAFF SUMMARY SHEET 

T O A. C TIO N S IQ NA.T U ftl[ (Surnam e and O ,ade) T O A.CTI O N SIQ NA. T U ftl[ (SUfflllm• - G .. de) 

1 
I I A• . . ... I. " 

,. .,, 
AF/DP Appr }\ 'If• --~- I I If' ,, vv s . .., .... 

2 
p, R . ~ I ~ 

SAF/ GC Coord 117 p/ 17 
7 

l 
//~~::' _ ✓.;.._ -~ "~ ~_,) 

SAF/MI Coord /C>~'7-'/ {~ 
I 

.. -✓ ,I 7 ,/,, / __ 
SAF/US Coord ,- ]-:..L -·· ·7~// /I I 

I 

( i~-!/- ~ ' -
II SAF/OS Appr '\ .I ,~-p-- - 10 ~ ., - "' 

S U ANAMI[ 0 "' A C TI ONZ' ""'' A A.N O 'YftA O I[ SYMBOL PHO NIC TY P IST'S I NIT . SUSPICNSlt O ATI: 

AFMPC / RAFB 
Co l onel Gra ch DPMC 2909 hem 

s u aJac T Propos ed Change of Status or OATI[ 

Lieutenant Co l one l David L. Hrdli cka . 476-28-0663FF l J OCT 1977 
■ UMMAR Y 

1. Reference i s made to the memorandum fr om the Deputy Secre tar y of 
Defense, dated 17 Augus t 1973, subject: Change of Status of Servi cemen 
Who Did Not Return From Southeast Asia, request ing t ha t the Service 
Secretari es make each propo s ed status change a matte r for their 
personal attention, and the des i re of the Secretary of the Air Force 
to personally revi ew each case. 

2 . estab l ished to satis fy the requirements Review hear i ng procedures 
of the _order of the three-judge federa l court (McDonald v. McLucas, 
D.C. N.Y. 1974, 37 1 F. Supp. 831, affirmed 95 s. Ct. 29 7 , 419 U.S. 987, 
42 L. Ed. 2d 261 ) to allow the next of kin due process have been 
comp l ied with. 

The attached memorandum constitutes a proposed change of status 3 . 
from captured to killed in action and is forwarded for review by the 
Secretary prior to any announcement. 
this incident. 

RECOMMENDATION 

4 . That the Secretary indicate his 
symbol and return to HQ USAF/DP. 

,,,,..J'~ 

~~:--- -
H. L Emanuel 

USAF. Brigadier Gen~ral, 
Dep Asst DCS/Pers for 

FORM 
AF AP R 71 1768 

Mil Pe~ 

! 
; 

No other personnel invo l ved in 

concurrence opp osite his office 

1 Atch 
AFMPC / DPMC Memo,18 Oct 77, 
w/ 2 Atch 
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REPLY TO 

ATTN OF: 

SUBJECT: 

TO : 

DPMC 

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE MILITARY PERSONNEL CENTER 

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, TEXAS 78148 

1 r; OCT 1977 

Status Review in the Case of Lieutenant Colonel 
David L. Hrdlicka, 476-28-0663FR 

HQ USAF/DPM 

1. Preface: A status review in the above case was held 
in accordance with Section 555, Title 37, United States 
Code, by the undersigned at the Air Force Military Personnel 
Center, Randolph Air Force Base, Texas. In determining 
whether the captured status should reasonably be continued 
or terminated by a finding of death, reconsideration was 
given to the facts and circumstances as warranted by the 
signing of the Paris Pea ce Agreement, 27 January 1973, the 
general repatriation of prisoners of war, the cessation of 
United States involvement in hostilities in Southeast Asia, 
and the lapse of time without information. 

2. Discussion: The review and reconsideration of all the 
facts and circumstances (summarized and attached hereto) 
resulted in a determination that ~tis not possible to con­
clusively establish the member's ultimate fate. However, 
the likelihood that he is still alive may no longer reason­
ably be considered since he has not been repatriated, 
sufficient time has elapsed during which it is believed 
some word would have been received if he had survived, and 
he cannot otherwise be accounted for. Accordingly, with 
respect to the above and in the absence of any information 
to support a presumption of his continued survival, it is 
concluded that he may now no longer reasonably be presumed 
to be alive. 
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3, Recommendation: 

a. It is recommended that, pursuant to the authority 
contained in Section 555, Title 37, United States Code, an 
administrative determination be made that Lieutenant Colonel 
David L. Hrdlicka, 476-28-0663FR, was killed in action. It 
is further recommended that the casualty report issued as a 
result of this action include a statement that the determina­
tion was made following a subsequent review of all available 
information and, as provided by and for the purpose of the 
law, the date death is presumed to have occurred is the date 
the Secretary's designee approves this recommendation. Death 
is held to have occurred while in a pay, flying pay, and duty 
status. 

b. Lieutenant Colonel Hrdlicka was selected for 
promotion to. the grade of colonel. It is recommended that 
he be promoted posthumously under the provisions of Section 
1521, Title 10, United States Code. 

• 4. Pursuant to authority delegated to you by the Secretary 
of the Air Force under the pr6vis~ons of Chapter 10, Title 37, 
United States Code, request your review and approval. 

A.u),~ . 
. W. GRATCH, Colonel, USAF 
sst for Casualty Matters 

L D. BRUNDAGE, Colo el, USAF 
Staff Judge Advocate 

RICHARD . , o one , F, MC 
Surgeon 

2 

2 Atch 
1. Summary of Facts 
and Circumstances 
2. Disclosure of 
Decision Form 

262

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 24 of 78



000025

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 261-2   Filed 10/22/16   Page 25 of 25

l.)08 .-A."TMENT OF TME A!II P'OACII: 
WASHINGTON, D .C. IOHO 

I, IPO"T NUMII[ ANO TYP[ 

REPORT OF C.UUAL TY 

1. SERVICE 101:HTIFICATIOIC (N■-• Joe/al SecurllT lf-l>u. Gr•d•"' ••• • --•nt, 

HRDLICKA, David Louis, 476-28-0663FR, Colonel*, Regular, USAF - 563 Tac Ftr S1, 
McConne l1 AFB KS TDY TO: APO San Francisco 962·73 AFSC: ll 15E 

4, CASUALTY STATUS._[K) •AT TLC 

c. sra-ua r OoEATH fK; KIA 

O NON-•n •LE b. c:> ... MENcrc rou" cue, TOY from CONUS 
CJ......... □ ... ,._INC: IN ACTION □ CAPTVIIIIO G ;OT_><,••-------

d, OAT r:1 ------*-*-------- •. PLACE _____ La_o_s __ ,_ , _____ .....__~ (!lpeclfy) 

r. c AU ail • c IRC u•UT &NC 1:• _______ __.P_i_l_o ___ t __ (_F_-_1_0 ... s_ ... A_i_r __ c_r_a_f_t..,).._ ________ _ 

I , a. OAT[ ANO PLACl: ' O' ■ IATH b, AACI! C, SIX 

Male 
d. AELIGIOUI PAIF'CAEHCI: 

30 Dec 31 - Stewartville MN Caucasian· Roman Catholic 
I, OATI AlfO PL.AC 1: 0,- LAST IHTl'IY OH ACTIVE OUTY ' f~ C:Ul'AE:NT. ~TATUS AHO NOMI o, A!COAO AT TIMI 

30 Oct 56 - Littleton CO - Littleto 
7a. PAY GRAD& . IMSIC PAY 

0-5 
•· DUTY ST11Tu1 Active - On Duty 

c. IHC[NTIVI ADOlflONAL AY 

(X] •1u • -, ,.o 
CHICK i, APPLICA■L[ 

P.t1 c•ir• □ PAISl[N~r• 

SGLI: Public Law 93-289 Applies. No certificate on file 
Deduction in amount of $3.40 verified by AFAFC . 

$20,000 

• INTltAfSTlO PlASOHS(NH••· Add, ... , It ■ ,.,,_,.,,, DATI OF 111:coi.o OF ~ll[AGINC¥ :)ATA ,.ORM: 17 May 65 
Hrs Carol A. Hrdlicka Rt 2, Box 236A, Derby KS 67037 wife (3) 
Denise M. Hrdlicka u,._._...._ dau 
Damian M. Hrdlicka son 
Mr Theodore J. Hrdlicka Littleton CO 80120 father 
Mrs Maxine F. Hrdlicka mother 

10, l'IEPOAT ,-01'1 VA TO 11 : 

FOLLOW D •u CX) ,.0 

00 vo,:a □ NO 

11. RE.MARKS * Under the provis,ions of Section 1521, Tit e , s ject officer was 
posthumously promoted to the ,grade of Colone 1, effective 21 Nov 77, by Del)artment 
of the Air Force Special Order AB-3383, dated 22 Nov 77. This promotlon ls subject 
to the provisions of Section 1523, which states that no increased pay or gratuities 
may be derived from such action, 
..,, Under the provisions of Section 555, Title 37, USC, and upon direction and 
delegation by the Secretary of the Air Force, the Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff, 
Personnel for Military Personnel finds this indiv~dual to be dead. He was 
officially reported as missing in action on 18 May 65. Sufficient evidence was 
received on 24 May 65 to warrant pl.acing him in a captured status. He was con­
tinued in this status until 21 Nov 77, the date death is presumed to have o_ccurred 
for the purpose of termination of P.ay and allowances, settlement of accounts, and 
payment of death gratuities as stated in Se~tion 555, Title 37, USC. 
FY 78 Fund Cite: 578350) 328. 5781.0* S503725 (off) 
MOTIi:: THIS F'ORM MAV BE USED TO F'ACILITAT'f: THE CASHING OF BONOS, Tl<C PAYMll:NT OF COMMERCIAL 

INSURANCE, 01'1 IN THE SETTLEMENT OF AMY· OTHER CLAIM IN WHICH PROOF 01" DEATH IS REQUIRED . 

l't>OTNOT/!$: 
I. ,Adull n■at ol lrfn. 
,. B■nellcl■ry fa, lralullT f>AT In •••nl IMre I• no •ur•l.,lnl wit• o, c.Mld-•_• d .. lltwlH - r,c- ol •-• .. 
,. B•nellclMy lo, Ullp,ald ,,.,,, •ftd •llow•nc••-•· "••lftWled Ol'II ,.ca,d ol . _ .. r,encr "·"'· 

NOT USED 

30 Rl:P.LAC•t DD "01'1M 000, I MAlle0, WHICH 1• .o•t0Ll:TC, 

263

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 25 of 78

John
Text Box
 EXHIBIT 10



000026

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 261-3   Filed 10/22/16   Page 1 of 31
\ UlA COki1&1S kHOWL£DC£ OF LOCAT10N OF PRlSONERS: I was somewhat shocked 

to receive a copy of Ann Griffiths' teply to a request rel•••• live 
aightin~ reports received by DIA after 1 August, 1979. Th• •hock i• 

•· not from the dental of DIA, but from tbe content of the letter. lt wea 
\ fo~warded to the Board membera and Regional Coordinatoca afte~ the 
, Lea~u• new•letter wa• printed. It ls not marked confidential and I feel 
~ it is of great importance to you; therefore, 1 submit it· to you in ita , 

entirety. The underlining is mine. • 
~ - ~------­--------~7:t'21_-:.,~::-------~,;;:F,:::E~N:-::S:-:::E INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

WASHtHC 1·uN, D.C, IUJOI 
I 

APR 14 1982 
U-1,113/RTS-1B 

9 APR 1982 

Hs. Ann·Mflls Griffiths 
C.c.ecut1ve Oir•tctu,· 
National Le:ague Df Fam#nes of Amerfcan 

Prisoners and Missin1 in Southeast ~sfa 
1608 K Street, H.W. 
Washington. DC 20006 

OearMs~~., 
. 

This 1s in response to your letter of 22 March 1982, in which y9u appeal DIA's 
decision not to release live sighting reports of U.S. personnel in Southeast 
As 1a received after 1 August 1979. 

It is the policy of th.is Aguv;;.y thlkt. a.ll live sighting reports of U.S. personnel 
in Southeast Asia received after l August 1979 are properly classified 1n their 
entirety and are exernpt from release under provisions of 5 U.S.C. 55.2 (b) (1), 
freedom of lnfonnation Act. 

Release of the infonnation in the fonn you requested would enable the Vietnamese 
and Lao Goverrments to equate this released information to that which may exist. 
Obviously, these governnents le.now the location of any Am.er1can prisoners they 
might hold. By comparing this information to the released documents, even 
though they may be sanitized. would confirm to the11 the fact that we know thfl 
Jocation of these prisoners and show the extent and capab11 ity·of our collection 

·efforts. thus rel ease of Ehe information in the form you requ~sted would be 
counterproductive to our intelligence efforts in this vital area. Your appeal 
for release of these documents is therefore denied. 

Sf ncerely, 

t, \\. e~J~~u111f.l 
E. A. BUOICll,\L TER. JP.. 
Rear Admir:if, USrl 
Ac.:fiuu Dircclor 
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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

WASHINGTON. D.C . 20340-

U-0218/PW-MIA 

TO: Headquarters, 
Air Force Military Personnel Center 
DPMCB, ATTN: Mr. George Atkinson 
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-6001 

2 7 FEB 1990 

SUBJECT: Reporting in the Case of Colonel David Hrdlicka, USAF 

1. Late last year an analyst in this office received a telephone call from 
an American citizen who described himself as a carrier for the U.S. Postal 
Service. He said he was in frequent contact with a ~Frenchman" in Bangkok 
who allegedly has a source {not identified} who claims that American pilot 
David Hrdlicka recently escaped, only to be recaptured. He also reported 
that Col Hrdlicka had been seen in a PW camp in the tri-border area of 
Vietnam/Laos/Cambodia. No further information was offered, but the postal 
carrier indicated he would be in further contact with the Frenchman and would 
keep us informed. We have not heard from him since. 

2. Several weeks later we received a call from another American who said he 
knew someone with information on Col Hrdlicka. During the conversation the 
analyst determined that the Frenchman, who normally resides in the U.S., was 
the source. 

3. Also, we have been investigating a story furnished by an American in 
Thailand who provided the driver's license data on Col Hrdlicka. He claimed 
to have obtained the information from another American who received it from a 
Pathet Lao soldier while travelling near Luang Prabang. We were finally able 
to locate and interview the second American while he was visiting in Beijing. 
He was cooperative and provided us with other information, but he knew 
nothing about Col Hrdlicka and had not met and received information from a 
Lao soldier as claimed by the American in Thailand. When we reinterviewed 
the American in Thailand and told him that his alleged source knew nothing 
about the information attributed to him, he then indicated that maybe he got 
it from someone else, then changed his mind, then changed the subject, 
alluding to knowledge of a group of PW hunters who are allegedly working on 
rescuing an unidentified American in Laos. In short, the source of the data 
on Col Hrdlicka is unknown, but it was not obtained in the manner described 
by the American in Thailand in Joint Casualty Resolution Center report T89-
354. 

4 . It is worth noting that those involved in this reporting are U.S. 
residents with "business interests" in Thailand. There is a reasonable 
possibility that these sources are connected and they may decide to expand on 
their story to gain attention or raise funds for a private foray. In this 
instance the Frenchman has a track record of involvement with U.S. "PW 
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hunters,tt who have repeatedly failed to find a PW or evidence to support 
tneir claims. Further, experience has shown that when names of missing men 
and identification data start making the rounds of the refugee camps and the 
so-called "Lao resistance" groups in Thailand, stories claiming the man is 
a1ive soon fol1ow. 

5. We are continuing to follow up on this reporting and will keep you 
advised of any new information we are able to develop. 

Sincerely, 

~ 1JM-
JOSEPH A. SCHLATTER 
Colonel, USA 
Chief, Special Office for Prisoners 

of War and Missing in Action 

2 
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. -~ . . -· --- _....._...._ 
• # • • •• - • •• r . .: _.· . . • ... · 

' 

; ·ce.P"RTMENT OF STATE 

( . 'f .R£1,.£ASE ~ ) OECLASSlFY 
W EXCISE· • N_OaCLASSlf't 
·( l DENY . IN PART 
( ) OEI.ETE Nen • !'Tpone!:9 Info 
F~ Ex.mptlons Q ~ 3 
PA Exam~•--------

uucc· cwo 

NNC3 93 
I!i: RU:,JJFS 17'JA 1440635 
ZNY SSSSS • 1 
OPH2~0G20Z ZFF'l MA-fbP 
~ AHEUBASSY VIENTIANE 

' .i. · 

.•• 

TO flUEKDA/DOD Hlt-JED!ATE . 
RUEHC/YECSTATE VASHDC IMMEDIATE 1240 

. INF'O RU:·lTDl'lAMEt·iBASSY E.~NGl<OK PRIORITY 1349 
ruFHGV/US NISSIO~ GENEVA PRIORITY EIGHT 
Rt:;•JJ1R/ANEMBASSY SAIGON PRIORITY 600 
R UHLHQ/ CINCPAC PRIORITY 744 
Rt.R-1S[·IA/CC;,1 US:-1ACV PRIORITY 
RUECV/CNO PnIORITY 

• RUEACS/CSAF PRIORITY 
STATE GRNC 
rr 
SE C R E T NAY 24 

It EXPl..O_ITATlON OF U. s. PILOT 

. • •, , 

• 

PASS TO ·-.... . 
· illt.A5R~Ui ..... ·_: ,,:, 

SEH me~ -~· ·, 
ti.~ U TLJ~ . . , 
G£H !Wt£S ·,:,·'j' 
UC!d KAnlil~ -' 
~l 61UIS / 
COL WTU ' 

1. FD!S SAIGON MAY 23 MONITORED BROADCAST WHICH PROVIDES PASSAGES FR0!1 
LETTZR ALLEGZDL y . \'JR-ITTEN BY DOUNEQ.....U.-S...._P • ~ " CHIEF SOUPHAi~ouq 
N.'\ME USED ALMOS'f CERTAINLY THAT O(_D-A:{_ LOUIS HR!JLICKA_;=:.u. S. 
PILOT WHOSE F•1C5 SHOT DOWN SOUTHEAST ~F SAM NEUA ON MAY 18, 1965. 
NAMES, DATES, AND SERIAL NUMBERS USED' IN LETTER CORRESPOND VERY CLOSE!! 
TO THOSE VE CARRY HER~ FOR CAPT. HRDLICKA. 

2. BASED ON PAST EXPERIENCE PA THET LAO HANDLING OF U,So PRISONERSt 
BELIEVE WE CAN OE REASONABLY CERTAIN J'UDLICATION 07 LETTER CONF'IRi=lS 

' . . . 
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• · . ,It • . 

.. . . ' ·, 
• . ., . .. 

. : 
. . . . ' .. • : • • • • •, . • . • • • • f:~ • • • • 

r§tcRET · . . • • 

1 

,· . . .... : ·' ' 
. .. . • '· '' 

I 
I . 

j ; 

l ... - .. : .. ·:~ :· ,.. . ·... • • • 
f . ............ .... . ~ - -- • ••• • ·• · ·• · .... • ..1 •• ••• ·-·· ••.•• ••.• 4· •• --

1 PAGE 1VO RU:-iJFSM O s c R" t r • • . • · 
. . HRDLICKA AL IVE. • REPORT ING OVER PASTHYEAR HAS OFTEN REFERRED. !f 
• WO Q OTE T\-10 u. • PILOTS UN QUOTE HELD I N CAVE SE OF SAiil . NEUA (SEE • •• 
. '81 AND PREVIOUS), THPS MAY MEAN THAT CA.Pl'. CHARLES t . • SHELTON vn_~..;.. 
• .. OUN ARPIL 29, 196S, IN ROUGHLY SAME AREA IS ALSO AJ..IVE. · 

. , . 
\IE CAN ANTICIPATE QUERIES FRONHPRESS RE HRDLICKA AND IF ASKED, WISH 
IROPOSE FOLL OU ING LINE TO ALL AGENCIES CONCERENOt QUOTE PPL OT NAt-1ED 
CAPT, DAVID LOUIS HRDLICKA HAS DEEN NISSING SINO HIS PLANE SHOT DOTJN 
~lAY 18, 1965, VHILE ON RECONNAISSANC UISSION OVER LAOS, HIS NAME HAS 
BEEN Fum-USHE:D THE INTERNATIO}JAL COHt-JITTEE OF .. THE RED CROSS, \:/HICH HAS 
ATTENPTED TO DETERMINE HIS WHEREADOUTS AHD HIS STATUS. THE SLIGHTLY 
GtiRBLED VERSION OF CAPTAIN HRDLICKA• S NAt·lE AND OF HIS SERIAL 
N LJL;IBER BROADCAST RECENTI. Y BY RADIO PATHET "LAO GIVE GROUNDS FOR HOPE 
TYZT THE CAPTAIN NAY BE ALIVE AND A. ·cAPtlVE OF ·1H£ .PATHET LAO. UNQUOTE 
VE WILL NOT co:,u-tENT FURTHER OTHER THAN TO SAY LETTER CLEARLY INTENDED 
BY PL FOR PROPAGANDA EXPLOITATI~. PLEASE CONFIR!·tHSOONEST • 

• _ ·-4; • RELEASE OF LETTER AND USE OF· HRDLICKA• S NAME BY PL UNDOUBTEDLY 
I NTENDED ro BE PEGGZO ON RECENT PU"I~LICt\TlON OF LAOS i•iILIT1H,Y AIR" 
CASUALTIES. THIS UNFORTUNATE EXAt.fPLE OF :co;.1PL lCAtlON'S \i1E CAN GET 
I NTO BY ONE SIMPLE SLIP I~ PUBLIC HANDLING OF AIR OPERATIONS AND 
CASUALTIES IN LAOSI IN THIS CASE, DESPATCH OF ROUTINE UNCLASSIFIED NEI 

PAGE THRE2 RUt-lJFS 1 'iOA S E C R E T 
OF Klt-l NOTICE tSEC DEF DTG 262221Z APRIL>. TH IS SHOULD REMIND US OF 
NEED TO TIGHTEN UP ALL OUR PROCEDURES TO KEEP QUICT ·\:JAR REALLY QUIET. 

G P-3. SULLIVAN 
D' 

• 

tHNN 

I • 

-'SEC~IT· 

' · 
' •. 

; . 

• ·w,fia w»~ w«~ Ji.A-i!LWW4344JWAASZ,U&A I UU:GWll!idiMWlei .WWi&b .~. ~-- ......,._ 
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' 

SECRET 

AS FOR CIVILIAN . PRISONERS 9 BAER SAID THAT .HE SAW 
SOT PHE:TRASI . JUN 13 ,c};J R.u.ISE:D Ni-i.MES OF BOTH DEBRUIN 

. (AIR A:ilERICA) · AND BRACE <BIRD & SONS)o SOT DISCLAIMED 
! ANY KNOWLEDGE OF BRACE BUT AGREED TO- INQUIRIESo ON 
.·JUN 22 HE ST ILL H.'\D NO WORD o <LA~EST INFO LOCATED 
BRACE AT TJ 3237 UNDER ESCORT PL PRE ~1A LY BOUND FOR • 

.MOLING KHOUA 1 .. T J 4234). ON CEBRUIN~ HE ·AGAIN REPORTED- • 
THAT HE ALIVE AND WEkL BUT SOT UNA~LE PROVIDE ANY .:A~DI.- . . .. · • • 

PAGE THREE , .RUM JFS 45 0A S E C R E T 
. TIONAL DET.~ILS. 

. . , ' . 

• BAER PRESSED SOT F'OR OPPORTUNITY VISIT KHANG KHAY •. 
· ON BEHALF PRISONERS (AND TO ARRANGE' FOR DELIVERY MEDICAL · . 
. SUPPLIES)" BUT WAS TOLD PRESENT WHEREABOur·s ·LEADING NLHX 

• FIGURES UNKNO\'/J.J.- BAER THEN REQUESTED .SOT TO FIX • APPOINTMENT WITH · 
: SOUPHANOUVONG 1 0R PHOU'."JI VONGVICHIT FOR JUL. 11, i2, OR 13 • •. · • 
, IN . KHANG KHAY SINCE 3AER EXPECTS LE1WE FE FOR GENEVA SHORTLY 

-, 

• ·, 

' THERE.4FTERo SOT AGREED MAKE, AN ATTEMPT AND WILL INFORM • • , ,J_' 
:_ BAER WHEN · LATTER RETURNS· TO VIENTIANE FROM . SAIGON ON OR .! 
: AB OyT JUL •· 7 .. :. . . .. .. • • • ,. ... t~:.'..-_.:..--_;-...-

. . . 
. G?-3~ • SULLIVAN 
----·· ~·- ·• - ·•--"T"'-··. ··• • 

I . .-,. ·,, . 
. I. 

', . . 

I I • 

·, .. , , 
I . • , . •· 

,, r; .. ·. ·, . 

· I 

.• : • ' . . • .• ~-: . • . . ' . . ,._ -. 

: . -·; 
,. ' 
I 

. :,: .•· • . ' • ~ 
. i _i .. ; •• 

l ! SECRET . 
( • "·➔ ,_. w1.w,-,"Y •• ,.+. ,•,. HA·.· V•;•' ,'Fo .... : · I • :?' r:,,._-~ , w::,)bitl<~~~·-!~-."i~~:#t~'(•H:f,•il:'.i :,_ .t~•.\~'!"t:d-~~'l':1:.f·)#.:flw' ''.'~iiffjil~$:",:i/!1-,.,.1i,'."-~·:: 

., 
. .,.J,,.1 •" -;~ 

"." ::··· • 
• .. ,,,.-. .•• .., · __ .? . 

.. • • .::!:..!.-·. -.·: . ·~ 
. , .... .. .., 
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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

WASHINGTON. D.C . 20340-

U-0218/PW-MIA 

TO: Headquarters, 
Air Force Military Personnel Center 
DPMCB, ATTN: Mr. George Atkinson 
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-6001 

2 7 FEB 1990 

SUBJECT: Reporting in the Case of Colonel David Hrdlicka, USAF 

1. Late last year an analyst in this office received a telephone call from 
an American citizen who described himself as a carrier for the U.S. Postal 
Service. He said he was in frequent contact with a ~Frenchman" in Bangkok 
who allegedly has a source {not identified} who claims that American pilot 
David Hrdlicka recently escaped, only to be recaptured. He also reported 
that Col Hrdlicka had been seen in a PW camp in the tri-border area of 
Vietnam/Laos/Cambodia. No further information was offered, but the postal 
carrier indicated he would be in further contact with the Frenchman and would 
keep us informed. We have not heard from him since. 

2. Several weeks later we received a call from another American who said he 
knew someone with information on Col Hrdlicka. During the conversation the 
analyst determined that the Frenchman, who normally resides in the U.S., was 
the source. 

3. Also, we have been investigating a story furnished by an American in 
Thailand who provided the driver's license data on Col Hrdlicka. He claimed 
to have obtained the information from another American who received it from a 
Pathet Lao soldier while travelling near Luang Prabang. We were finally able 
to locate and interview the second American while he was visiting in Beijing. 
He was cooperative and provided us with other information, but he knew 
nothing about Col Hrdlicka and had not met and received information from a 
Lao soldier as claimed by the American in Thailand. When we reinterviewed 
the American in Thailand and told him that his alleged source knew nothing 
about the information attributed to him, he then indicated that maybe he got 
it from someone else, then changed his mind, then changed the subject, 
alluding to knowledge of a group of PW hunters who are allegedly working on 
rescuing an unidentified American in Laos. In short, the source of the data 
on Col Hrdlicka is unknown, but it was not obtained in the manner described 
by the American in Thailand in Joint Casualty Resolution Center report T89-
354. 

4 . It is worth noting that those involved in this reporting are U.S. 
residents with "business interests" in Thailand. There is a reasonable 
possibility that these sources are connected and they may decide to expand on 
their story to gain attention or raise funds for a private foray. In this 
instance the Frenchman has a track record of involvement with U.S. "PW 

• • ·- J 270
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hunters,tt who have repeatedly failed to find a PW or evidence to support 
tneir claims. Further, experience has shown that when names of missing men 
and identification data start making the rounds of the refugee camps and the 
so-called "Lao resistance" groups in Thailand, stories claiming the man is 
a1ive soon fol1ow. 

5. We are continuing to follow up on this reporting and will keep you 
advised of any new information we are able to develop. 

Sincerely, 

~ 1JM-
JOSEPH A. SCHLATTER 
Colonel, USA 
Chief, Special Office for Prisoners 

of War and Missing in Action 

2 
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BLOOD CHIT 

In the Victorian sense, Blood means friendship, and 
in military terms, a Chit is a voucher. Hence, the 
term blood chit or "Friendship Voucher." Our 
aircrew members carried a blood chit on their 
person while flying missions during the Southeast 
Asian conflict. The request for assistance, in the 
event they were shot down, is written in English 
and various languages common to the area. The 
blood chit is credited wi~h saving many lives. 
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ENGLISH 

I am a ci tizen of the United Slates of Americo . I do not spe-ok your 
language, Misfortune force, me 10 seek your assistance in obtaining food, 
sheller and protection. Plaose toke me to someone who will provide for my 

safe ty ond sec 1h01 I um returned lo my people. My government will 

reword you. 

BURMESE 

"l'f .r,., ,r . ,-_~If f.,..; .I/. f , 1 l , ~ ( , Ii,' "1 ~ ,i , 

.... ,,t .,,( . o,... , ,J{ • "tl.f s t• · ~ N ..r _, . 

J\ f i} ( : .lj ~ . ~ -~ _: "" ....,,... "\. ., C '1_'· ,._ ~ ,..( • "k » ~ bT, .- • 

... "\. .;_ ,f • - t ' '\ C, I: . t::, ! -'\ ,., ,r . ~o1+ s ...... .. ~ ...... 

--~'•-· .. ,s. >L. "" 4 . -f .,-, .'\ . "1ol~J.J "'-."1"111• ~ . 

~ -·--~'\ . ,..,;.r..r-..ll., '\ ~ - ... ,.,l..., , "lNJ,f. ~l. 

""~J.- ~ . 
THAI 

;111L ;, L WnU~1~ellJf OU •cnn11mt,~1U 1i;1; 
1,n;, u,111;;,,11 ;,~a,1J11on1,i,;1111 Mim n~1u1u1 io, t1M1J 

I I, \. • I, I, \. 0 

;_.,;~ U.'l'!frl'l"\ll~Ui'IHH l\.lttru'"l11"\l'l\. .._. "\lltl\J1\.~\,'lf\W\'U,~ 

~·~11J11n,:1;~,11J!l~o~ru~~;,111 ~, LL,:u,.,,14fl,;1'lf1 ;,nMI 
ti,muLil~,,~~i,m ,,nw f1111n10,~1,a ;,~:~su~1ru1u 

~11in'1u1 Mi10!04~1U , 

LAOTIAN 
. 

Ul'1JJ lnLRisv 

a.,,.rn,~, tV1.J9'1tlJ~nlJ. ~,w~,t, u,nw,ai, 
, l "' .., I,. .., t... le:. 

29'.)Ul1JJtJ\n . IA'ltS'ltJ \nu3AtJ'lm 2'1!.ltt", lJ 'IUl1 
• o ' ... h o 0 --n b 

R011J~Joc~9"1nmil.l "zttJU tRs3nJJ ~ 'lmmcw3w,s,\ai 
<, L il .., .., t •('l J.. • L. ~ 

~ 'lmml.l nunsnm, t:Ji:i'lrmn . , :inz~lJiJJ, e i r.J: t ", 
... '"' b i. ._ I .... k I.. 

\u111,r.i'lomJJ3 111w":'lmF10 11nJsnhJ c012, wz , -:i,\n cc .. : 
,,_ "" .... :.. ... ):: ..... ~ Q ('a'- o-

"tl,JtJ'ltJ'llJ"mi3 2,1.z c,, nuFru t lJsm,wJJs'.)s: cusnl.l 

stiuiJJes:i eitJ:ct, ":t1lWl:1i,~JJf'!1J!ll'IJJ 
I I ... , 

29tJ'l"~,u~ 1Jil!l'IJJm, :\n~~v,ms 1 • 

CAMBODIAN 

.!J,•tt"I ""''flf_,,,u;,,,., cv)n ., ..91larc:ulanAUnftT\ ,u'9nn "I 

J.n b,n L""r1"11fl!J.vnrnan,i111j109•d'ia.n,n, nt'!,tWlin'ln'lc1ftlO~rn ,m .. ., 

,V!JMl-n~tut-'1:i'r1guJbu~"l"'fdrultun~\ltoro~~•vnctalj lb 

t...,,,;•J.i~•L"'J"'"'L"!"J,'ll" •j1~70'"1T•,iu!!'o1..i,n • 

VIETNAMESE 
T Oi 10 mOI ngodi Mf Toi khOng nOi d1io'c ticng Vi et. GOp bU6C kllong 
moy IOi phOi nhd. qu,j Ong giuP dd~ kierTI lhu'C On, ch&-o'vo nhd "qvY ong 
bob ve tOi. Rill tOi mvO~ nhO' quY Ong di.lo tdi dl:A mOI ngu'ai nOO cci thi' 
che ch</ cho tdi vO dub h31 v~· OU~- Chii1h fu' chuhg tOi $e ae'n dn d 10 qu'/ 009-

MALAYAN 
S010 odoloh orang Amcriko 8ersjorilmt. Soja lidok depot ~rchokop bohoso 
Enchik. Kemolongon r.,emokso sojo minlo bvnloon Enchik, uflluk mendopot 
molten, lempol tinggol, dan /indungon. Sudi Enchik mombowo scio podo 
saorang jong dopot mendjomin keomonon soio don mengembol ikon soio 
kenegeri 1oio. Pemerintoh sojo okon memberi hodioh podo Enchik. 

INDONESIAN 
Sojo odoloh worgo-negoro Ameriko Sedkof. S010 l idok dopot mem­
pergunokon bohoso ioudoro. Kemolongon jong menimpo diri soio teloh 
memokso sojo meminto pertolongon soudoro, unluk memperoleii mokonon. 
tempo! tinggol serto findungon. Sudi ki,onjo mudoro membowo soio podo 
seotong jong okon dopa! mendjomin keumonon 1ojo, don meog~okokon 
wpoio wjo dikemboliton kP.neyoro sojo. Pemerintoh soio okon memberi 
hodioh podo ,oodoro. 

CHINESE 

Rr ~ ':'.£ ./ 1-c-, 
1+ 
~ k -t 

,::,L.:. 8~ ;fa /:'-~ 1~. a!:, 
7 ' -,r 

:K -=n. ft zjz A,_ 1£ o.!... ,..._ 

j-....,_ :.±. ,,.,. 

1~ ~ @ n ii. 11 

1P~ ill -k ~ t¼ 1i 

CHINESE (MODERN) 

~ 

~ ~ s 

..:..v B 
~}L ~ 

cp -k-
@ ~ 

'f c5 .,.-..,_ 
0 • D 

:ft ~ 
-1'- ft 

WO shi MeiguO Renmi'n , W6 bU hui shVo Zk6ngguohu0. 

W6 bU ,C:in yOo qing ni bbngzhU ~ i:hUodbo liOngshi, zhUW 

itl,fr. ~ ~ t:J ~~ ~~ f.t~ ~ ".c i,o 
he bl>uho . Qing ni t6ng w6 d6o nt!ngq6u gii wO OnqUon hC: 

JCiongfo rOng w6 huiqu M6igu0 de rlin nOli . Miiguode 

r.hengh\J yiding du6duo gii qlon xiCxiC nlmtn . 

TAGALOG 

Aco'y Arn.,icono. Hind i oco moronong mog ,olito nong togolog. 
Nop,piliton oco nortg socona so pog hingi to i yo nong tulong so p09 cuho 
nong pogc.oin, motitirohon ol poglongol. Pokihonop mo oc.o noog too no 
mocotulong s.o akin ot mococolulong so akin no maibolik oco s.o omin. 
Ang oking pomohola-on rr.og bibigoy nonv ganting polo so iyo. 

VISAYAN 

Aco Americana. Dili oco mo-ontigo mo biniwyn. Doutong kapoloron 
nogpugos conoco pog hongyo ngo tobongon unto o<.o so pog cuho ug 
pogco-on, boloY ngo co pahowoyon ug ponolipod. Polihog dod-o oco con 
co bison kinso ogo moco ponotipd conoco ug moco lobong P<J9 uli conoco 
kl ocong mgo koubonon. Ang oc'Jng gobierno mo gonti conimo. 

FRENCH 

Je sui1 un citoyen des Etoh Uni1 d' AffiCr ique. Jene parle pas volre longue. 
Molheureusemenl je suis oblige'. de vou.s demooqer de m' aider 6 trouv11r de 
lo nourriturc, un obr i et de lo prolrdion. Ayez l'ob ligeonc.e de- me mener 
chn quelqu'un qui .vei llero 6: mo S4!curit '°· et qui s'oceupera de n,on relour 
dons man poys. Mon gouvernement vous recompensero 

DUTCH 
Iii. ben een burger van de Y@renigde Staten von Amer'ika. lit k.on Uw tool 
n~I spreken. Mi1gevol heeft mij gedwongen Uw hu!p le vrogen om 
voe<hel, t~uis en beKherming. Will U z.o groog mij noor iemand ~rengen, 
die voor mijn veiligheid t.ol torgen, en mij lerug le brengen noor miin 
etgen lof'G. Mtin ~fl'\ef'li ~al U be,lo,,en. 273
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\ . ' 

_ •·.3R.ING --our- _!' LIVE"- - -­
POW' s Home from 
Southeast Asia! 

. 
. - -· - - • 4•.., 
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Gentlemen: 

3RING our "LIVE" 
POW's Home from 
Southeast Asia! 

July 21, 1992 

Thie is a request under the rreedom of Information and 
frivacy Act. I am requesting all documents that have recently 
been declaeaif'ied concerning MIA/ro~:•s in· Laos. I 21m 

specifically looking for all the documents pert~ining to. 
ree~ue attempts made to gain the freedom of' Col. David L. 
Rrdlicka USAP and Col. Charles Shelton USAF. I belieTe the first rescue attempt 
may be code named 'Duck Soup'. I believe there were several attempts and request 
documents on all such: :niasiona. 

Aa you know, the amended Act p.ermita 'JOU to reduce or waive fees. I need these 
materials to protect tna constitutional right• of rq husband and the Department 
ot Defense has already decided that it is appropriate to waive all charges 
for material, and infor~ation furniahed at the request of' members of the families 
of l'OW 1 • and MlA 1s. Therefore,, I request that you waive fees and charges with 
respect to this roIFA request. In the event that you decide not to waive such 
tees end char~ee, please let me know, as quickly as you can, how much you want 
me to pay for the requested items. 

It you determine that some portions of the requested items are exempt from 
disclosure under the amended Act, please furnish ~e with the re~ainder and 
identify the exemtions which you maintain justify the non-disclosures. I, of 
course, reserve the righ.t to appeal any such decisions. 

If you have any questions re~arding this request, please c•ntact me. I will 
expect to receive a reply within ten (10) days. 

Thank you for your attention, 

Carol Hrdlicka 
at. l, Box 24 
Conway Springs, Ka. 670;1 
;16-45e-24;9 

.-tm,•ric,,s ? I] W ·; . \ .-~-

:--;,,. PROi 'iJ Th .. BF .. -'.\"£ . .. -:-:~ .. . -\BAS:.:,;sz:::r 
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'\ 

. 
\ 

hC JOIMT STAFF VASHtNCTON DC 
JIIFO (tUEHAAA/QIO VASMtNCTON OC 
IUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
IU£A04C/CKC VASHIMGTON DC 
IWEOAnA/JFt~ AtiCM.1 80l.LtNG AFB DC 
RU!TIAQ/HPCrni£0ftGEQ(EAD£MD 
ltutAilA/Cll VASH1NC1'0N DC 
IWEHC /SFJ:,StATE VASHlMC"l'ON DC 
iUEAHCC/QfC CC VASkINCTON DC 
RUCQVAB/USCIIICSOC INTEL OPS CEM KACOILL AFB FL 
I\UEALGI/SAFE 

1USC 552 (b) (2) 
CORUSAOPSCP FT GEORGE G NEAD£ HD //IAGPC-L// 

'TO RUEJCJCS/DIA VASKDC //DAK-18/PV-HIA// 
INFO 2.EN/CDRUSAOPSCP fT GEORCt O. KEADE MD / /JACPC-CK/ / 
RUDHAAA/CORlNSCOH n B&LVOIR YA //IAOPS-H-C// 
RUEADW/DA VASHDC //OAHI-POH/DAHl•FII// 
RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISOH BAHGKOI TH 
ltUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BAR.BERS PT HI 
IUNRHPC/HQ AF't<PC RANDOLPH U-9 TX //DPHC8// 
BT 
CONTROLS 

PASS: J>U/PV-MIA FOR J. TRAVIS 
OQQQ 
SECTION 01 Of' 02 . 
SERIAL: IIR 5USC 552 (b) (2) 

J••••••••••• THIS IS A COHJINEO MESSAGE••••••••••••! 
!22.! . -
COUNTRY: LAOS~t.A ,i tlffiAH (VM). 

& • • 5USC 552 (b) (2) 
SUBJ: I. IIR KEARSAJ.l'E U.S. KU ALLEC£Dtf 
ALIVE ur LAOS 

oor: l s91212 • 

• PAC£:0002 

..,., -
REQS: 5USC 552 (t) (2) 
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. . 

PAC£:0003 

-

-

-
A. EXCEllPt lfAKtHC POSSIBLE MIA. tHE f'OUOVING VAS TllEH 

FROM A UTTER FROM SUBJECT 1 TO SUBJ£CT 2 DATED 27 JfJli t989, 
8AHCXOfC. "l AH TALXIHC 1o COL aw:MC (BRIG Cflf) PL aHWtD£R Of 

~(b)(1) 
IUSO $02 (\it')-(; 

' • 

THE 11TH R£GiMEHT AT WM mrr, IHAKl!..l~•ffl"9lell ...... !l!!'MII .. ~ 

__ _,... __________ ., ____________ ttAR LtNE------••·••------•• .. •.---•·•·-•• 
8. • --
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fUICl62(b)l1) . 
PACE:0004 

-
• sncuL COU.EC'l'OR 's COHHEHTS 

1 _ S£ARCH OF MIA· lt.ECORDS. OU PERSONNEL HISSING Ill ACTION 
c:x..ucTION SUPPORT DATA BASE LISTS AS NIS.SlHC IN ACTION - .. 

IIAKE S£JtHO SERVICE 008 DAttnuce Of' LOSS 
KROL IC1CA, DAV ID LOUIS 725'11FR • . USAF O A-r,. 650518 U 
2. _ RELEASE OF INFORMAttOtl to NEXT Of' lllf. DU£ to THE 
POs.SIBLE COM£LATION or THE •AKE PROVID£D tN THIS REPORT VITH 11i£ 
1,VEN't' RECORDED IM DJA HISSlM<r Ill ACTIOH ~. nus REPORT IS 
FORVARD£1> TO DEPARMHT Of' THE All\ FORCE PERSONNEL FOR POSSIBLE 
RELEASE Of' P£RtINDn' IMFORKATION ELEMENTS IX PAM.GRAPH 3, A to 
IIEXT OF tIM AS 0£0€0 APP80PR1Att •. 

COHHMS: THIS IS TH£ S£CON'D Of TWO REPORTS FROtt SOURCE. 'rHE 
FIRST VAS IIR- HEARSAY, R£ U.S. MIA/C'&7 CRE\I 
ALLEGEDLY ALIV~SOURC£ PROVIDED THE INFOP.KATION IN THIS 
REPORT VILLIHGLY AHD VIflfOUT EVASION. • ANY EVALUATI~ IN RESPONSE 
TO nus I IR SHOULD BE FORVARD£D TO: C0RUSA0PSGP " CEORCE G. HEADE 
MD//IACPC-L/IACPC-Of//. 
//IPSP: -PC 2q3Q//. 
//COHSOBJ: 5211 I. 
ADMIN 
PROJ: 
COLL: 
INSTR: 
ENCL: ,. 
2. 
3. ... 
PR£P: 
ACQ: 

VIC. 
US: HO. 
FOUR ENCL TO FOLLOW· 

HANDWRITTEN LETTER , 1 Ct, 890627, )PC 
LETTER • 1 CY, .891128, 1P , ENGLISH. 
FAX • 1 CY, 891202, 1P, , ENGLISH. 

·FAX , 1 CY, 891202, 1P, , ENGLISH • 
2-10321. 
n CEORC£ C. MEAD£, MD (9001126). 

, ENGLISH. 

DIS.SEK: FIELD: NONE; SDrr TO: DU/ JRTS.28/PV-HIA/ / 

.... 

10347 
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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENC'r 

WASHINGlON. O.C. 20)40• 

0218/PW-MJA 

TO: Headquarters, 
Air Force H1litary Personnel Center 
DPMCB, ATTN: Mr. George Atkinson 
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-6001 

21 FEB 1990 

SUBJECT: Reporting in the Case of Colonel Oav1d Hrdlicka, USAF 

1. Late last y~ar an analyst 1n th1s office recetved a telephone call from 
an .AJner1can citizen who described himself as a carrier for the u.s. Postal 
Servtce. He said he ~-:as in frequent contact wHh a •rrenci"Jnan• in Bangkok 
who allegedly has·a source (not identified) who claims that hner1can pilot 
Oavid Hrdlicka recently escaped, only to be recaptured. He also reported 
that Col Hrdlicka had been seen tn a PW camp 1n the tr1-border area Qf 
Vtetnam/Laos/Cambodta. No further 1nfonnat1on was offered, but the postal 
carrier indicated he would be in further contact with the Frenchman and would 
keep us informed. We have not heard from him stnce. • 

2. Several weeks later we received a call from another hnertcan who said he 
kne~ someone with information on Col Hrdlicka. During the conversation the 
analyst determined that the Frenchman, who normally resides 1n the U.S., was 
the source. 

. 
3. Also, we have been investigating a story furnished by an American in 
Thailand who provided the driverts license data on Col Hrdlicka. He claimed 
to have obtained the information from another .American who received 1t from a 
Pathet Lao soldier while travelling near Luang Prabang. We were finally able 
to locate and interview the second .american while he was visiting 1n Beijing. 
He was cooperative and provided us with other infonnation, but he knew 
nothing about Col Hrdlicka and had not met and recetved information from a 
Lao soldier as claimed by the American 1n Thailand. When we reinterviewed 
the America,n 1n Thailand and told Mm that Ms alleged source knew nothing 
about the information attributed to htm, he then indicated that maybe he got 
1t frcm someone else, t~en changed his mind, then changed the subject, 
alluding to knowledge of a group of PW hunters who are allegedly working on 
rescuing an unidentified American in Laos. In short, the source of the data 
on Col Hrdlicka is unknown, but it was not obtained in the manner described 
by the American 1n Thailand in Joint Casualty Resolution Center report T89-
354. 
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- : 
; . · . . 

DATl:t 

REPI.YTO 
ATTNO<"t 

UN,, C:O STATES GOVERNMENT 

memorandum-· 
PW • 1099/PW 

Response to FOIA Request, Case 0670-92 

TOa DSP-1 ( FOIA) 

Ref: DSP-1 memo 
. 

2,450), 10 Aug 92 (enclosure 1). 

1. Reference requested that DIA (PW) conduct a file search in 
responsi' to a reque~t from Mrs. carol Hrdlicka, wife of Colonel 
David dlicka, USAF, missing in Laos. Mrs. Hrdlicka is 
requestl! g "all documents that havP. recently been declassified 
concerning MIA/POW's in Laos." Specific~lly, she is requesting 
"all the documents pertaining to rescue attempts made to gain the 
freedom of Col David L. Hrdlicka USAF and Col Charles S~elton 
USAF." Mrs. Hrdlicka believes the first rescue attempt was code 
named "Duck soup." 

2. Regarding her broad general request, please inform Mrs. 
Hrdlicka that all declassified documents pertaining to missing in 
action from the war in Southeast Asia have been placed in the 
public domain and will be available through the Library of 
Congress. In answer to her specific request, please inform Mrs. 
Hrdlicka that we have no records that the U.S. Government has 
ever mounted a rescue attempt for either Colonel Hrdlicka or 
Colonel Shelton. Based tipon numerous inquiries due to articles 
in the public media, DIA undertook a records search, with .the 
help of other government offices, to determine whether any 
operation by the name of "Duck Soup" ever actually occurred. The 
results of our inquiries revealed that, in 1949, a limited U.S. 
Government operation code • named "Duck Soup" did occur. The 
nature of the operation remains classified. However, the 
operation was completely unconnected with the POW/MIA issue and 
was completely unconnected with the area of Southeast Asia. 

3. A OD Form 2086 is provided as enclosure 2. 

4. POC for this action is John Horn, (703) 908-2761. 

2 Enclosures 
1, DSP-1 memo 2,450), 

10 Aug 92 
2. DD Form 2086 

·~r-· ~~=--­
CHARLES F. TROWBRIDGE, JR. 
Deputy Chief 
Special Office for Prisoners 

of War and Missing in Action 

Ol'TIONALF'ORM N0.10 
(REV. I-) 
GSA l'l"MR (41 CFR) 101•1 I .I 
SOI0-11' 
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' ; -.•• 
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Chapter VII 

See-Saw on the Plain (U) 

'(s).__During the summer of 1965, as Vang Pao edged toward Hua Muong (Lima Site 58), 
Ambassador Sullivan and military authorities spent much ti.me and effort seeking a way to halt 
communist aerial resl!I)ply flights into northeastern ~~s. 1be embassy first got wind of these 
flights in April, whefil ~rts suggested a pair of Soviet-built 
Il-14 aircraft might be making occasional night runs from North Vietnam, one dropping flares ~ . _ 
and the other dispensing cargo. Since the intelligence was sketchy, it was possible the flares 
were ground fired and the flights covert 34-Alpha (34-A) missions.1 Even if they were enemy 
planes, the chances of catching one in the act seemed pretty slim; Pathet Lao territory was "nasty 
country" at night. demanding the best navigational equipment and pilot skills. There was also an 
outside chance the transports were engaged in innocent passage or had Souphanouvong_9r other 
Pathet Lao officials on board. If so, Sullivan believed Souvanna would rule out any attempt to 
down the aircraft. In fact, the very thought of American fighters blazing away at a transport 
loaded with Pathet Lao very important persons already had Sullivan "spinning his prayer wheel." 
Nonetheless, as part of the April 17 relaxation of Washington control over air operations, 
President Johnson approved the use of U.S. aircraft to intercept these flights. His decision was 
somewhat unusual, catching Sullivan and Souvanna by su~rise, for neither had requested it All 
in all, however, Sullivan welcomed the President's action. -

'i-Sl. Yankee Team photos later confinned two North Vietnamese Il-1-4s parked at the 
Samneua airfield. The country team's consensus was that it was best to attack these planes on 
the ground, but Souvanna had banned air strikes on the town or airfield and leaned toward the 
RLAF T-28s flying the mission. He also had prohibited hitting the Il-14s at remote landing sites 
or in the air since they could be carrying passengers. The only avenue open was to catch the 
North Vietnamese flagrantly dropping supplies by parachute. For this reason, Souvanna soon 
reversed his preference for the T-28s (he concluded they might bungle the job) and wondered 
instead if the Air Force could undertake such "a refined type of intercept"3 

~PACAF thought the mission could be conducted by Souvanna's ground rules but not 
until precise infonnation on the flights was at hand. Thus, during most of May, the GCI radar 
sites at Nakhon Phanom and Udorn monitored the 11-14s. They found that the North Vietnamese 
had now switched to day operations and occasionally flew as far south as the Plain of Jars. By 
May 23, two fixed routes (with offloading in two northeast areas) were pinpointed. Deeming the 
warning time for scrambling interceptors sufficient, the 2d Air Division suggested that Bango 
F-4Cs begin a ground alert at Udorn for this mission on June 1. The air support operations center 
would launch the F-4Cs in flights of from four to ten, depending on the number of target aircraft 
airborne and the routes followed. (Enemy flights vaned from one to six transports.) Positive 
identification was to be made prior to any attack, and all intercepts made within Laotian air 

1. (S) 34-A operations were covert operations carried out north of the Demilitarized Zone. 
2. (S) Msgs. SECSTATE/SECDEF to AmEmb Vientiane, 914, Apr 17, 1965, ArnEmb Vientiane to SECSTATE, 

1689, Apr 19, 1965; memo, Rear Adm Francis J. Blouin, USN, Dir/FE Region. ASD/ISA, to Alvin Friedman, ASD/ISA. 
subj: Duck Soup, Sep 7, 1965. 

3. (S) Msgs. ArnErnb Vientiane to SECSTATE. 1725. Apr 23, 1965. 1802, May 4. 1965. 
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The War in Northern Laos 
~ 

operating conditions in northern Laos. They would be given enemy aircraft.identification training 
before deployment Their planes, armed only with .50-caliber machineguns, would stand daily 
alert-until five in the evening, when they would take off from Long Tieng and be in the vicinity 
of the most recent sightings within twenty minutes. They would then loiter to dusk before flying 
back to Udorn. If a North Vietnamese transpon was seen, the T-28s would give chase but 
withhold fire until the FAG team at Lima Site 36 approved. Since Souvanna had agreed to Duck 
Soup, Sullivan envisioned no problem in ~etting him to accept this modified plan but did not­
foresee the State Department's opposition. 0 

~Leonard Unger, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs, put Sullivan 
on notice that State was not willing to run the risk of Americans flying T-28s in Laos, except 
during an emergen£Y,-se~and rescue mission in planes marked with U.S. insignia. He thought 
the use of Laotian/~ ilots for Duck Soup should be explored. With all the pilots trained 
by Water Pump, surely ullivan could find two such individuals. Like Air America personnel, 
they should undergo int~,nsive aircraft identification training before being sent to Long Tieng. To 
_ make sure the Laotian, £llS! :)pilots fully understood the instructions passed to them, Unger 
suggested stationing reliable mterpreters in the Vientiane air operations center and with the 
forward air guide at Lima Site 36. Lastly, the fonner ambassador said there was no evidence of 
Soviet involvement in the airlift; but if their participation became evident, all intercepts were 
forbidden. 11 s. · · 

"'(S}, The Joint Chiefs reminded Admiral Sharp that uck Sou ' had been laid on by the ~ 
"highest authority," and that he and Ambassador Sullivan a come up with a solution, 
preferably one not using U.S. personnel. Sharp, however, sided with Sulliv~iJ.t:'as better for 
American pilots to tackle such a sensitive undertaking than the Laotians ~u an American 
pilot was shot down, the admiral felt the chances of his f allin into the wrong hands could be 
reduced by enlarging the search and rescue force during all uck SouQ perations.12 * 

'tSl Meanwhile, Colonel Tyrrell and General Murphy ack-to-the-drawing-t>oard 
session at Udom, trying to hammer out a plan acceptable to WashingtOn. The air attacM and 
deputy commander decided to substitute Bango F-4Cs for the T-28s. The Udorn jets would pull 
ground alert beginning at five each evening, allowing • America time to complete resupply 
missions in northeast Laos before having to clear the area. If the Liina Site 36 forward air 
controller did not call for a scramble, the F-4s would take off at dusk for an airborne alert in 
the general vicinity of Na Khang. If a North Vietnamese transport showed up and sufficient 
light remained for a positive identification before making a firing pass, the FAC would call in\ 
the F-4s. (Tyrrell and Murphy also held that the A-lEs were just as reliable for this type 
mission as jets.)13 

~fter consulting with Ambassador Sullivan on July 18, Admiral Sharp again stated that 
the best solution was to station two T-28s withlDIP"'1\merica pilots at Long Tieng and to follow 
the fonnat sketched out by the ambassador, incluiITng the additional SAR forces. Tyrrell's and 
Murphy's F-4 proposal was acceptable, since it also included American personnel. Sharp thought 
it was time for the Joint Chiefs to convince the State Depanment to modify its objections to QID 
America pilots flying intercept missions. The chiefs dropped the impasse into McNamara's lap 
in the hope he could talk Secretary of State Rusk into reconsidering.14 

--(S).... Over the next month, Washington reviewed the intercept problem. On August 24, 
Undersecretary of State George W. Ball expressed strong reservations about these missions, 

10. (S) Msg. Am.Emb Vientiane to SECSTATE. 2079, Jun 25, 1965. 
11. (S) Msg, SECSTATE to AmEmb Vientiane, 1121, Jun 30. 1965. 
12. (S) Msgs, JCS to CINCPAC, 5168, 031650'Z Jul 65, CINCPAC to AmEmb Vientiane. 0323172 Jul 65. 
13. (S) Msg, Am.Emb Vientiane to CINCPAC. SECSTATE, 18, Jul 6, 1965. 
14. (S) Msg. CINCPAC to JCS, 1800352 Jul 65; memo, Blouin to Friedman, Sep 7, 1965. 
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See-Saw on the Plain 

f>articularly when the last sighting (from a non-American source, at that) had been on June 21. 
Furthermore, the Pentagon was troubled over the nwnber of aircraft that would be tied down on 
alert. The State Department's stance compelled Sullivan to closely reexamine Duck Soup. 
Although enemy transports were spotted on July 15 (several at night), July 25 (two in the late 
afternoon), and on August 10 (several at night), he now deemed the flights too few to justify a 
full-time alert. The downturn in sightings was partially attributed to poor weather, but. Ga radars 
showed that the North Vietnamese had gone back to flying chiefly at night Since there were no 
all-weather interceptors in the theater he could call on. the ambassador sougfit discretionary 
authority to trigger Duck Soup when sightings and conditions warranted. He did not say if he 
would use the T-28s or F-4s but agreed to keep Washington informed. On September 2, Admiral 
Sharp endorsed Sullivan's position.15 

~(S} Three weeks passed with no action on Sullivan's request Fmally, at the urging of the 
JCS, McNamara approached Rusk on September 24. He was told that Sullivan would not receive 
this authority because the drops had fallen off and were almost entirely at night State· further 4 • -

pointed out that, over the past five months, neither Souvanna nor any other RLG official had 
raised the resupply subject with the ambassador. The matter rajght logically be expected to come 
up if the airlift was hurting the Royal Laotian Government} 

~ 

~;%:!~;'!-~ ' . . , .. . ,; 
\ '?;~ - _ . • . - • .. , . . • ) Titls 

information was furnished Sullivan on the 28th, but the State Department wantedhim to 
understand it had not closed the door to using America pilots in T-28 intercepts. If enemy 
aerial resupply resumed in force, the decision would be reexamined.16 

···(S),._Sullivan realized that State was set against Duck Soup. In early October, when Maj. Gen. 
Ouane Rathikone, RLA Otief of Staff, reported that Il-14s were making occasional daylight 
drops in Luang Prabang Province from the general area of Dien Bien Phu, Sullivan did not ask 
for reactivation of the intercepts. Instead, he promised Ouane he would see if U.S. strikes could 
be cycled against Dien Bien Phu in the hope of catching some of the transports on the ground. 
However, when the ambassador sent the information to COMUSMACV, it was in an almost 
offhand manner-if Westmoreland had a few spare aircraft he did not have targets for, he might 
find it profitable to schedule them against the Dien Bien Phu airfield. 17 

(S}~ Duck Soup was not considered again, and an incident in South Vietnam in mid­
September may have had a bearing on this, even though the incident was not mentioned in any 
State Department cables to Sullivan. Two F-lOOs made a pass so close to an ICC C-46 that the 
startled commission pilot nearly lost control of his plane. The ICC sent a strong protest to 
Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge, and the 2d Air Division investigated the matter. Although the 
pilots were cleared, State could not understand how Air Force fighters could intercept an aircraft 
that had "ICC" stenciled in large letters on the wing and fuselage. If this could happen in the 
clear weather and broad daylight of South Vietnam, the chances for mistakes were much higher 
in Laos where the weather was poor and there were innumerable nonmilitary flights, including 
two a week between Hanoi and Vientiane. Since the intercepts were limited to the late afternoon 
and twilight, the odds against positive identification and for an inadvertent shootdown were far 
higher. The near miss in South Vietnam may well have ended any State Department endorsement 
of Duck Soup. 

15. (S) Msgs, SECSTATE to AmEmb Vientiane, 130, Aug 24, 1965, AmEmb Vientiane to SECSTATE. 220, Aug 
28, 1965, CINCPAC to JCS, '020537Z Sep 65. 

16. (S) Mano, SECDEF to CJCS, subj: Enany Resupply Activity Northan Laos Duck Soup, Sep 24, 1965; msg, 
SECSTATE/SECDEF to ArnEmb Vientiane, 192. Sep 28, 1965. 

17. (S) Msg. AmEmb Vicntilllle to COMUSMACV. SECSTATE. 330. Oct 4. 1965. 
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The War in Northern Laos 

"(-S).lf Admiral Sharp thought that back in February he had satisfied Ambassador Sullivan's 
need for H-34s, he was too optimistic. In early June, Sullivan told the·DEPCHJUSMAGTHAI, 
Col. Jack G. Cornett, USA, that the OIi America helicopter fleet needed to be increased to 
twenty-six H-34s due to SAR commitments. Nevertheless, the worldwide shortage of these 
machines persisted, and those that could be found were costly to maintain. Even if ea America 
got the helicopters, it had to find qualified flying personnel or train the pilots from • scratch. 
Moreover, the required expansion of the airline's Udorn facilities would not be cheap. Cornett 
concluded that if the H-34 remained the backbone of the -.America fleet, the U.S. effort in 
Laos was in trouble.18 

mTwo USAF CH-3Cs arrived in Thailand on July 5, and Cornett proposed that the embassy 
authorize the use of those aircraft for SAR in northern Laos (CH-3Cs had already been approved 
for SAR over North Vietnam). Unlike the HH-43s, there was no need to pre-position these two 
machines at remote lima sites. If an aircraft was lost in Laos, Cornett envisioned the nearest H-34 
or CH-3 flying to the rescue. It would most likely be a CH-3, since one would be on ground alert 
at Nakhon Phanom during all planned missio~. By using the CH-3s, extra H-34s would not be 
needed for - America, which could use the sixteen it had for cargo hauling, and the Udorn 
facilities would not require expansion. All told, a lot of Laos MAP funds could be saved.19 

l:S).,.Cornett was well aware of Sullivan's reluctance to use the Air Force and his high esteem 
for -.,America. He admitted that the airline pilots Chat had been there for some time knew the 
area better than their USAF counterparts, but training and orientation flights could overcome this 
handicap. Moreover, new a America pilots were no different than USAF types; both came to 
Laos without local experience and both had to learn the country. Admiral Sharp at once threw 
his weight behind Cornett. At a July 9 meeting between embassy and deputy chief personnel, 
Vientiane's representatives sided with the military.20 

-(S).Even though country team members opted for USAF SAR helicopters in Laos, Ambassador 
Sullivan still preferred._. America. He realized that sooner or later he would have to ,accept 
USAF HH-43s and/or CH-3s for SAR in this area on a "first-come, first-served basis;'' but before 
giving in on this touchy subject, the ambassador wanted Washington's guidance. In the interim, 
he discussed the matter at Udorn with Colonel Cornett and Lt. Gen. Paul S. Emrick, PACOM 
Chief of Staff. They agreed that, for the time being, the final decision would be left hanging. 
Sullivan also accepted an interim limit of twenty-one for the H-34s.21 

""(-S). Two HH-43s and two CH-3Cs were at Nakhon Phanom, two HH-43s were at Udorn, 
and six HH-3s were due to arrive in Thailand during September and October. As soon as the 
crews for the HH-3s were checked out, the HH-43s and CH-3s would be withdrawn from 
Thailand. Wanting to "explore all alternatives," Washington asked Sullivan to clarify if these 
Thai-based USAF helicopters would do SAR from bases in Tha_iland and land in Laos just to 
refuel or would they stand ground alert at various Hrna sites. If the latter were the case, 
Washington wanted to know what sites were involved, what the risks of exposure were,_if it 
would be wiser to limit the Air Force to flying SAR only in Steel Tiger and North Vietnam, and 
if Souvanna had been consulted or his permission obtained for USAF rescue operations in northern 
Laos?22 

18. (S) Msg, DEPCHJUSMAGTHAI to CINCPAC, 0709002 Jul 65. In this message, Colonel Cornett repeated to 
Admiral Sharp a cable he had sent to Ambassador Sullivan. 

19. (S) Ibid. 
20. (S) Ibid; msgs, CINCPAC (Adm Sharp) to AmEmb Vientiane (Amb Sullivan). 0722282 Jul 65, 

DEPCHJUSMAGTIIAI to CINCPAC, 091205Z Jul 65. 
21. (S) Msgs. AmEmb Vientiane to SECSTATE. 21, Jul 13, 1965, AmEmb Vientiane (Amb Sullivan) to CINCPAC 

(Adm Sharp). 13071 lZ Jul 65. 
22. (S) Msg. SECSTATF./SECDEF to AmEmb Vientiane, 56. Jul 21. 1965. 
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RANGE ~OULO INCLUDE MOST F-q AIRCRAFT PRODUCED 3ET~EE~ 1966 ANO 
19&9. o. THE PHJTJ (PAR, s, REF A) CORRELATES TJ CAPTAI~ ~AVID L. 
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:Net-: OF CAPTURE OF UNRETURNED U.S. PERSONNEL 

, llowing are examples of cases in which Americans were last 
-: under circumstances which clearly indicate the governments 
.1 should have information on their fate. The capture of these 
t> stantiated by evidence such as post-capture photography, 
·eports, propaganda broadcasts, intelligence reports, etc. These 
,ly a small sample of Americans carried as discrepancy cases, 
;ome last known alive, which \ire prioritized for joint 

in the country of loss. 

>ERSON 

M 

Col Anderson's F-4 aircraft was downed over North 
Vietnam on October 6, 1972. He and his back seater 
ejected and were in radio contact with rescue 
forces. Anderson said, "I have a good parachute, 
am in good shape and can see no enemy forces on 
the ground." Radio Hanoi reported the capture of a 
number of U.S. pilots that day, yet Anderson's plane 
was the only one lost. His back seater was 
immediately captured and released during 
"Operation Homecoming" the following year. 

Captured in September 1963, DeBruin was 
photographed with his surviving crewmembers 
(all foreign nationals) and in later years was joined 
by other Americans. In 1966, one of the Americans 
and a Thai national successfully escaped from the 
Pathet Lao and provided information on DeBruin. 
The Lao Government has recently participated with 
U.S. officials to conduct field investigations, 
however, the results to date are inconclusive. 

14 

DAVID HRDLICKA 
USAF 
LAOS 

PIDLIP TERRILL 
JAMES SALLEY 

USA 
VIETNAM 

After bailing out of his plane over Laos 
in May 1965, Col Hrdlicka was seen on the 
ground and a flight member circ:ling above 
believed he saw the American being led away by 
his captors. Information obtained from nearby 
villagers and "ralliers" indicated Hrdlicka was a 
prisoner. His captivity was further substantiated by 
a photograph published in a Soviet newspaper and 
a May 1966 broadcast of a recording he allegedly 
made. Intelligence reports indicate that he died in 
captivity. This case has been the subject of 
repeated joint investigations, thus far w;thout 
success. 

In March 1971 Viet Cong and Hanoi radio 
broadcasts recounting the capture of Americans 
appear to describe the circumstances 
surrounding the loss of SP5 Terrill and MSGT 
Salley. In addition to sighting reports of 
the two men, their status was confirmed by 
former U.S. POWs who said both meri died after 
capture. Salley was on the Viet Cong died in 
captivity list, but Terrill was not. Both are 
still unaccounted for. 

I 5 
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' OFFlCEOF THE ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, 0. C. 20301-2400 DEC 2 1993 

REGIONAL In reply refer to: 
I-93/56130 f&fTCRt14T10&1Qf 

SECURITY AFFAIRS 

Mrs. Carol Hrdlicka 

.-Dear Ml;'s. Hrdlic:ka_; • 
1

_ 

:/ -·.·: .. ::_ -°':".} -~ .\·. ,~- .-: .. -.-. ·/.;: ':• • .. -: .. -: .•. :;_ -.• • ... :_ :,; -} --~. ;-i._:·.-; .-· .- : . . .-:'. •• : ... -:: ·: .• ------:-:-.". -:., • : :. -~-;=· .:• .:, : .. "· :· t .:: ·: /. :. ; . ·: ... : .. . · ·:· :· 
• -: . • •••• Th1-S 1S ·in reply _to yow:- -letter ·o~ .Octqber-·14,: "199l/··to··tne··:r .:_. ·: ··. : . 

I i 

-Assistant Secretary of Defense for Regional S~curity Affairs 
concerning allegations of misstatements and avoidance of your 
requests for information on the case of your husband, Colonel 
David Hrdlicka. 

--
During the past several months, written responses have been 

prepared by the Defense POW/MIA Office in reply to each of'your . 
requests for information. These have included requests directly 
from you, requests through the Air Force casualty office, Freedom 
of Information requests, and requests referred from other 
agencies to me on your behalf. I have reviewed each of your 
requests and personaf lY validated the information in the 
responses, whether they were signed by me or by others in the 
chain of command. Dated copies of each of these replies are 
placed in your husband's file for historical purposes. Each 
response has been as thorough- as our knowledge of the known facts 
in his case has permitted. Apart from this, all other informa­
tion in our possession that relates to Colonel Hrdlicka has been 
provided to you. I regret that you feel this is inadequate. 

T9 summarize again the known facts in Colonel Hrdlicka's 
case: on 18 May 1965, his F-105 aircraft was hit by ground fire 
while over Houa Phan (formerly Sam Neua) Province, Laos. He 
ejected successfully and parachuted to the ground. Other flight 
members saw him being led away by people in the area of his 
landing. Intense ground fire prevented rescue aircraft from 
entering the area. A U.S. helicopter landed in a nearby friendly 
village where the inhabitants reported that he had been captured 
and taken away by the Pathet Lao. Several months later, a post­
capture photograph of Colonel Hrdlicka appeared in the Soviet 
newspaper Pravda. In July 1966, the Vietnamese newspaper, Quan 
Doi Nhan Dan, featured a story on his capture, and a tape 
recording allegedly made by him was broadcast by Pathet Lao 
radio. subsequent information indicates that he was held in 
caves in the vicinity of Ban Nakay Teu and Ban Nakay Neua, Laos. 
Regrettably, intelligence reporting indicates that he died in 
captivity in the mid-1960s, and was buried near the cave complex. 
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In April 1991, a joint u.s.--Lao recovery team visited the 
cave area where Colonel Hrdlicka was likely held and searched the 
location _for a grave. "The area s~arched was based upon informa­
tion provided unilaterally by the Lao Government, · as well as 
first-hand_ and hearsay information p~ovid~d-by other Lao sources . 

.. •· . .. .. Whil,e_-.these _i:fl_vestigat~~m~ d..j.d _ n~t pr~uce __ his-.rematns:, his· c_a.~e .. 
cont-in~ei:f.to. }?e . a7._ })igp:~~-ic;,~~ty i _ri _ th~ ·ongoi,ng. e{f"~;r;t;:.~ _._to·.:ac~dµ_nt~:. : ·, ••. ·_ . . . . 

• for ·hur iuissing."ln action.fro·m· the·war· in. soutiiE!ast Asia.···_·· ·: '. .·~: .. _. •• : .. • ••• 
Colonel Hrdlicka figures ·prominently in our negotiations.with the 
Lao Government. 

I hope you will understand how earnestly we are seeking the 
answers to the fate of our missing men. : 

cc: 

Sincerely, 

~j)~;t. 
Joseph A. Schlatter, Jr. 

Colonel, USA 
Acting Deputy Director 

(POW/MIA Affairs) 

ASD/RSA 
U.S. Air Force casualty office 

• 
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JAtl 17 ' '36 0'3: SSAM 

(illustration) 

In the Jungles of Central and 
Southern Laos 
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32I 
SHCH36 

Artist V. Kochkin 

Shedrov, Ivan Mikhaelovich 
THE PARTISAN PATH OF LAOS: Recollections of Laotian 

Friends who were returning a bright future to a country of a 
million elephants and white awnings. M.,"Young Guard", 
1970 . 

. 112 s. [pages) with ill. ("Rovesnik") 

!!:di tor I. Sabo ea 
Artistic Editor I. Koroqeynikov 
Technical Editor U. Boyko 

sent for typesetting 27 Jan 1970 g. [yearl sent to press 22 
May _ 1970 g. [ year] L02 624, Format 84x108 1 

/ 32 , Paper No 2. 
Pech. 1. 3,5 (usl. 5,88) + 8 vkl. Uch.-izd. 1. 9,7. Tirazh 
60,000 ekz. [oopies] F~ice 34 kopecks T.e. 1970 g. [year] No. 
169. Orde.r 2900. 

Press of the publishing house of the TSK VLKSM[Central 
Committee of the All-Union Lenin Young Communist 
League]"Young Guard", Moscow, A-30, Sushchevskaya[street 
name], 21. 
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Washington's Air War 

The dim glow of the kerosene lamp won back a small 
lighted space from the endless semi-darkness of the cavern. 
The grotto beneath the gigantic one hundred meter stone 
boulder serves simultaneously as a refuge and a living 
space. Here is one's routine in life. Quiet now, it is 
possible to feast one's eyes through the broad apertures 
upon a quaint mountain landscape. Since the start of the 
latest air raids, all the inhabitants are retiring by way of 
the gloomy rock passageway to the humid interior of the 
cavern, where the light and the sound of battle cannot 
penetrate. In the sixth year of the war hundreds of 
thousands of Laotians live in such conditions. However it 
is not what it seems. This is a special cavern. The 
cavern's peculiarity is the work of "6ave architectureu, 

• which has .sprung up quite recently in the bleak war time 
conditions. T.his is a kind of experiment. In 1968, under a 
decision . of the TSI< PFL { Central Commit-tee of the Laotian 
Patriotic Front], a special composite construction brigade 
was . established. They are occupied, as well as conditions 
permit, in preparing well built, "multi-level mountain 
buildings,u Demolition :experts star; the work atid 
carpenters, joiners and painters complete it. We were 
already able to visit large "well-built mountain 
skyscrapers" -a military hospital, quarters, of the central 
organizations of the PFL. Our cavern was called the Hotel 
"Friendship". April 1969, the date of opening, was written 
·on the walls. We, the delegation of the Union of 
journalists of the USSR - I. Loboda of Izvestiya, a Kievian 
from RATAU (Ukrainian News Agency] V. Eremko, and myself -
the first permanent members of the delegation. Here in the 
cavern there is a restaurant, a movie theater, a living area 
separating one from another by curtains, and a safe bomb 
shelter in the depths of the cavern. But even here through 
the apertures of the cavern the caustic smoke of something 
burning penetrates, a reminder that tragedy is commonplace 
for these places. 

A half-hour ago we heard the far off sound of aircraft 
engines, Without even peering into the fo.ggy horizon, our . 
Laotian escort Suktavong determined: ''AD-6 from an aircraft 
carrier of the American Seventh Fleet. You need to be 
careful with him. He· is most often used as a controller. 
He spots the targets and then calls the fighter-bombers." 
At high altitude a Naval Scout makes one sinister circle 
after another, he doesn't disappear from our field of vision 
behind the ridge, in whose depths our grotto .is located. In 
a few seconds a fallen bomb explodes approximately 300 
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meters directly in front of us along side of th• inhabited 
cavern. Thick, black streaks of fire and smoke swiftly 
began to ~rawl in various directions and then roll up into 
laige, low, mushroom clouds over the valley. Cries for help 
are heard from the neighboring cavern, but anti-personnel 
bombs cover them up. A fatal whirlwind raged for about 20 
minutes. "The Yanks" dropped 8 containers- nearly 900 
thousand flying steel fragments in a small clearing with a 
radius of 300-400 meters. Hugging the humid rock wall of 
the cavern we · silently observed one more bandit raid. Only 
after half an hour were they finally able to bring down the 
flames and get rid of the evidence of the raid. No one was 
injured in our grotto. Only the "Gazinki"[torries] which 
were hidden in the bushes were punctured by fragments. 

This time the criminals left unpunished, but the 
people's retribution is catching up with them more 
frequently. I happened to have the occasion to meet with 
several of the pilots who were taken prisoner in northern 
Laos and to hear their confessions. Here is one of these 
meetings. 

In the middle of the cavern there is a long table. · On 
it are small porcelain cups with fragrant green tea, dishes 
of candy and three kerosene la~ps. At the table there are 
about fifteen people. • Several managed to take off their 
Brownings and Colts, hanging them on.the crossbeam alongside 
the table. The others placed their weapons on the back of 
the benches. . 

The short Laotian is addressing those gathered: 
-Comrades, friends, brothers! Allow me io open the 

press conference, organized by the departments of propaganda 
and agitation of the TSK PFL. At this conference we will 
discuss the new measures being taken by the USA to broaden 
the armed intervention in our country and will fet to know 
an American pilot, who was shot down over Laos. I give the 
floor : to Sisan Sisane, a member of the TSK PFL. 

We do not intend to have the same sort of press 
conference - he says. Therefore, today I would like to _ 
briefly give a general overview of the situation. 

Those who are present know about the situation that has 
developed in Laos over the past several years. Since the 

.fi~st days of peace and afterwards, the days of war, we 
wi tness.ed for ourselves the rapidly developing events. More 
than once, fate has taken us with several of t~e 
correspondents who are sitting here, on the front lines of 
Laos. More .than once we have been bombed and shared the 
last bowl of rice in the gray dismal caves. Almost all have 
come here from the regions near the front, going tens and 
ev.en hundreds of kilometers on broken and eroded roads. 

In a few minutes we will hear from an American pilot 
shot down i~ this region. His name is Dehvid Luis Khrdlika. 
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He is a Captaih in the United States Air Force. He flew 
from the American base in Tahkli in neighboring .Thailand. 
He was the lead aircraft in a group of three jet-powered F-
105 fighter bombers. Having bombed a marked objective, 
right here in the province of Sam-Nea, Khrdlicka was shot 
down by an anti-aircraft battery while en route home. This 
was the fourth and final combat mission for the American • 
Captain. '' I admit, -the voice of the pilot was heard in the 
entire cavern, - that I took part in the aggression against 
the peaceful Laotian people, who are carrying on a jus~ 
struggle. While a prisoner I was given modern medical 
treatment. I have been well treated. r ask for 
forgiveness .. . 1' The son of a Czech ~mrnigrant who abandoned 
his native land in the search of good fortune, became a 
mercenary and war criminal. 

The article on Dehvid Luis Khrdlicka and his prison 
mates was published in Pravda along with a photograph. 
Several months later I received a letter from California. 
Mrs. Dzheyrns Ozh. Ehvans wrote, that on the advice from 
friends, she found Pravda where the article was written. In 
the newspaper photograph she saw a man who looked much like 
her husband. He too was a military pilot who bombed Laos 
and did not return from one of his missions. She asked for 
help to clear up the f~te of her husband. Is he alive or 
de~d? "Maybe, - inquired Mrs. Ehvans, - you confused the 
photograph. If this is-not him, maybe you met my husband. 
Maybe some European was detained several years in the dark 
caves?" 

Representatives from the Pathet-Lao reported to me that 
they don't know anything about Mr. Ehvans. Possibly he died 
in the crash. I am now writing my response to Alameda, 
California. I am reporting that I don't know anything about 
her husband, I am telling her about Washington's "secret 
war" against Laos. 

The widows ·of America should know with what their -
husbands · were and are involved in t·aos, you know they are 
hiding the truth ... 

In January 1966 the Pentagon confirmed for the first 
time a report that two 1\merican military planes had been 
shot down by anti-aircraft fire over Laos. However, it was 
stressed that they were allegedly "completing a 
reconnaissance mission." In May of the same year, an 
offici~l representative of the Pentagon reported that in the 
past two years eleven military servicemen were killed and 
about twenty were miss-ing in action in Laos. I-n August a 
newer, more precise definition was given: "Since May of 
1964, when American aviation started reconnaissance flights 
over Laotian territory, thirty American military servicemen 
have died.II Only in the summer of 1967 did several Pentagon 
Generals ma~e a partial admission that the United States Air 
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Force has been conducting one-man, self-defense raids in 
Laotian territory_ since Mayo( 1964. 

In the spring of 1969 some very curious documents fell 
into my hands - The list of 97 American pilots missing in 
action in Laos. The list gives the first name, last name, 
military rank, and even the date of their last flight. 
Although the document was stamped with the seal of the 
International Red Cross, from entirely reliable sources one 
could ascertain that the real authors of the· document were 
the special services of the ?entagon; The list opens wlth 
Lieutenant Dzh. Adam, "missing" 22 May 1968, and Colonel 
Armstrong, "missingµ 9 Nov 1967. Although the list was 
somewhat "obsolete"(it was created in the fall of 1968) and 
far from complete, it is possible to get a clear picture of 
the escalation of the war. In 1965 the number of "missings" 
was thirteen, in 1968 more than 30. However, in the summer 
of 1969 American diplomats in Vientiane were already 
unofficially talking about more the 200 American pilots, who 
were "missing in actionu during missions ove~ the Liberated 
regions. • 

On 17 May 1969 warring Laos celebrated the fifth 
anniversary since the beginning of armed resistance against 

. the American aggressors. Towards the evening of that daya 
representative of the Commander in Chief's Headquarters 
arrived at our place in.the cave "hotel" and gave the latest 
battle report: 1127 American airplanes and helicopters were 
shot down over the Liberated region. • 

Representatives of the Hain staff reported that many 
American pilots were unable to eject from their airplanes. 
If the Pentagon receives confirmation of their deaths, then 
the dead are automatically included in the total number of 
losses in Vietnam. Moreover, in the mountainous, hard to 
reach, sparsely populated regions of Laos special U.S. 
helicopter rescue detachments are successful in "fishing 
out" the majority of the pilots who survived. The rest of 
those 'who remain captive in the gray caves are awaiting the 
end of the war and the.decision on their fate. 

But they will have to answer for the robbery. At the 
end of 1968 a commission was formed in the Liberated regions 
to expose the crime of the American imperialists. Here are 
some facts it collected. In 1966, United States air forces 
conducted 20 thousand combat sorties over the Liberated 
regions, in 1967 more than 29 thousand. In the first half 
of 1969 by data of American writers, the number quadrupled 
in comparison to 1967. 

The results of this illegal war are monstrous. Nearly 
all of the cities and large population centers in the 
Liberated territory are destroyed. Hundreds of thousands 
were forced to relocate to the jungles and caverns. 
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However, the ?entagon was obviously not pleased with 
the events. American military specialists calculated, that 
for 1968 alone, the war had cost the round sum of - one 
billion dollars, and 83 percent of the equipment did not 
result in losses inflicted on the enemy. The United States 
Air Force Command's excuse cited data on the sharp increase 
of power and effectiveness of anti-aircraft activity of the 
patriotic armed forces. All of this is secret. The 
monstrous facts of the "secret ~aru are used in the 
development of new adventurous plans. 

In the sixth year of the war, the Pentagon is forced to 
acknowledge their helplessness. The strategy of 
"undermining the economy" as well as the numerous attempts 
to expand the large offensive operations of the right wing 
crack troops against the patriots collapsed. 
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INTERNATIONAL 

SECURITY AFFAIRS 

OFFICE OF THE ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301-2400 
0 'S- AUG 1993 -

In reply refer to: 
I-93/54309 

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADQUARTERS, AIR FORCE MILITARY PERSONNEL CENTER 
(ATTENTION: MR. GEORGE ATKINSON) 

SUBJECT : Request for Analysis of Information Correlated to 
Colonel David Hrdlicka 

Reference: Phonecon btwn Mrs. Carol Hrdlicka (PNOK of Col 
David Hrdlicka) and LTC Jim Caswell of 24 Jun 93. 

During refer2nced telephone conversation, Mrs. Hrdlicka 
raised three questi6ns/concerns, and requested an impartial 
review of available information. In particular, Mrs. Hrdlicka 
would like the following addressed: 

1. Col Hrdlicka's assessed date of death. 
2 . Evidence of Col Hrdlicka's survival in the former 

Soviet Union . 
3. Basis for statement in October 1992 edition of the POW­

MIA Factbook regarding Col Hrdlicka's death while in 
captivity . 

Since Col Hrdlicka's loss incident on 18 May 1965, this 
office has received a large volume of reporting from a number of 
sources which suggests that he survived the downing of his F-105 
aircraft, was apprehended, and held captive by Pathet Lao forces 
near Vieng Xai, Houa Phan Province , Laos. On 24 May 1965, Pathet 
Lao officials released a statement acknowledging the capture of 
Col Hrdlicka; a photograph of Col Hrdlicka under armed escort 
appeared in the 22 July 1965 edition of a Vietnamese magazine. 
In 1966, Pathet Lao Radio broadcast portions of a letter 
allegedly written by Col Hrdlicka to Prince Souphanouvong. On 18 
May 1967 , Mr. Phbumi Vongvichit, Secretary Ge~eral cf the Lao 
Patriotic Front, confirmed Col Hrdlicka's capture in a telegram 
to Canadian Minister of External Affairs. Two reports suggest 
that an unidentified American pilot was transported from the 
Vieng Xai area of Laos to Vietnam. ,.Qne of these r eports (TDCS-
314/04249-66 of 29 March 1966) which was previously believed to 
be asscciat e d with Col Hrdlicka can no longer be correlated to 

area well after the source claime he was ransported to Vietnam. 
The second report does not provide a date of information, but it 
had to be prior to 5 January 1969, the date of the report. This 
report states that two American pilots (one elderly and one 
young) were moved to Hanoi because they were considered 
incorrigible. Available information suggests Col Hrdlicka was 
not considered incorrigible. It should also be noted that no 
Americans held in the Vieng Xai area were ever seen by American 
POWs who returned from Vietnam. In late 1989, this office 
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obtained hearsay information regarding an alleged escape attempt 
by Col Hrdlicka, and his subsequent recapture and movement to one 
of two areas, Vinh Province, Vietnam or the tri-border area 
between Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia. Follow-up collection 
activity determined that a well-known fabricator/self-proclaimed 
resistance leader was behind this reporting. During a subsequent 
interview, this individual admitted that he did not believe the 
information reported. 

This office has received several reports which suggest that 
American pilots being held in the Vieng Xai area died in 
captivity. Two reports, TDCS-314/04155-68 of 12 March 1968, and 
JCRC LIAISON message 1602302 April 1991, respectively identified 
the deceased pilot as Davis/Davit or David and David K. causes 
of alleged death range from stomach disorders to malaria, fever, 
and gunshot wounds . Dates of alleged death range from July 1965 
to 1968; the 1968 date was provided by a Lao official during a 
1982 League of Families trip to Vieng Xai. This Lao official's 
reporting, however, is guestionable_ as he alleges that both 
Shelton and Hrdlicka died of natural causes in 1968, and that 
their graves both sustained direct hits by American bombs. 
Additionally, the individual who reportedly buried the two pilots 
(and should be able to identify the grave site) was allegedly 
killed during the war. It should be noted that this office has 
identified and spoken to two firsthand witnesses and several 
hearsay witnesses to the alleged burial of an American pilot 
during the 1965-1968 time frame. The witness interviewed in the 
above referenced JCRC message claims to have personally cared for 
"David K" for approximately eight months and was with the 
prisoner when he died during the rainy season of 1967, "around 
October". The information provided by these sources has been 
pursued but no further details have been developed. Efforts are 
still being made to interview an individual in Vientiane Province 
who claims to know where an American pilot was buried near Vieng 
Xai . Several of the reports of death once correlated to Col 
Hrdlicka ~re now known not to correlate to him because they 
contain dates of death prior to his last known alive date. This 
confusion regarding date and cause of death is most likely due to 
the fact that at least one other American, Col Shelton, was known 
to have been captured and held in the caves of Vieng Xai at 
approximately the same time as Col Hrdlicka . Other alleged 
Americans were also reported to have been held in the Vieng Xai 
area as well, but this office has not been able to identify any 
other specific individuals. Concerning cause of death, while it 
is not certain (all but one of the reports of Col Hrdlicka's 
death are hearsay), it is .believed that Col Hrdlicka died in 1968 
from malaria, some unident'l.f ied f ever, or dietary complications 

· exacerbated by the lack of food and medicine in the area. This 
conclusion is based on three factors: First, from available 
reporting, we do not believe Col Hrdlicka was incorrigible, 
reducing the likelihood of his being shot . Second, live 
sightings of American pilots being held in the caves of Vieng Xai 
are virtually non-existent after 1967. And finally, the Vieng 
Xai area was subjected to an extensive bombing campaign in 1968 
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which severely reduced food and medical supplies. It should also 
be noted that Mr. Vongvichit, the Lao official who acknowledged 
Col Hrdlicka's captivity in May of 1967, stated on 10 May 1973 
that the Pathet Lao were holding no additional U.S. POWs. Mr. 
Vongvichit also agreed to gather information regarding Col 
Hrdlicka's fate and respond to American authorities at a later 
date. This office has no record of Mr. Vongvichit providing the 
requested information. U.S. representatives have taken every 
opportunity throughout the years to obtain additional data 
relative the status of Col Hrdlicka, and Mr. Vongvichit has been 
included on the list of Lao officials to be interviewed as part 
of an oral history project currently being developed (the Lao 
Government has not yet approved). As an aside, it should be 
noted that Mr. Vongvichit's statement regarding no additional 
Americans in captivity was made three days after American citizen 
Emmet Kay's Pilatus Porter was shot down over northern Laos. Mr. 
Ray was returned to U.S. custody on 18 September 1974. On 21 
November 1977, Col Hrdlicka's status was administratively changed 
from detained to killed in action. 

With regard to a possible Soviet/Russian connection, this 
office has received no evidence/reporting of Col Hrdlicka being 
transported out of southeast Asia. The first suggestion of a 
Russian connection occurred in 1993 when Mrs. Hrdlicka announced 
her intent to question Major General Aleksander Kandaurov, 
Director of the Center for Public.Information of the Ministry of 
Security. During a follow-up interview with the General, Task 
Force Russia interviewers were told that he had never seen Col 
Hrdlicka's name on any list, and is not sure how Mrs. Hrdlicka 
got the impression that he had. General Kandaurov's best guess 
is that he told Mrs. Hrdlicka .that the Joint Commission was most 
likely aware of her husband's case and that his name was on a 
list, probably the list of unaccounted for Americans which was 
provided to the Russian side of the Joint Commission last year. 

Mrs. Hrdlicka's concerns regarding statements made in the 92 
edition of the POW-MIA Factbook will be addressed during next 
revision of the Factbook. 

Joseph A. Schlatter, Jr. 
Colonel, USA 

Acting Deputy Director 
POW/MIA Office 
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CONTINUATION OF EVALUATION OF TDCS-314/04155-68 

while in captivity. However, if these reports are true, it 
cannot be positively determined exactly which individual 
was shot and which died of malaria. Furthermore, sources 
reporting on these individuals may have provided confused 
and/or erroneous information. --~ • 

In TDCS-31~/04155-68 neither,of • . . 
the incident:.: dates (early June 1966 and late 1965) equates 
to either Hrdlicka or Shelton. However, as prev~ously 
mentioned, the Ban Na Kay incident location is accurate 
for both individuals. Source stated that the first PW had 
blue or green eyes, thinning dark brown hair and was named 
Da1ds, Davit or David. This description could refer to 
David Hrdlicka who does have brown hair anctnlue eyes. 
(Shelton has brown hair and brown eyes). However, the in­
formation that this pilot~ thr~ sons correlates exactly 
to the number of sons Shelton has, whereas Hrdlicka has 
only two sons. ; 

Al°niough a positive differentiation between the two 
pilots cannot be made, the rep0rt is of value for casualty 
resolution consideration inasmuch as it indicated both in­
dividuals died in captivity. 

A copy of this report and evaluation will be placed in 
the files of Shelton and Hrdlicka. 

--· . UNClJ.SSfFIED~~-

,· .. 
·.-.:· --, .• •. ·1 
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CAROL HRDLICKA 
RT 1. BOX 24 

CONWAY SPRINGS, KS.67031 
(316) 456-2439 PH 
(316) 456-2702 FAX 

SEPTEMBER 19, 1994 

HONORABLE SHEILA E. WIDNALL 
SECRETARY OF THE AJR FORCE 
THE PENTAGON, ROOM 4E87 l 
WASHINGTON, D.C 20330-1670 

DEAR SECRET ARY WIDNALL 

IN THE LIGHT OF THE RECENT DEVELOPMENT WITH THE SHEL TON 
FAMILY GROWING WEARY OF THE FIGHT TO GET COL. SHEL TON 
RETURNED TO THEIR FAMILY, J WOULD LIKE TO REQUEST A HEARING TO 
HA VE MY HUSBAND, COL. DA YID L. HRDLICKA, TAKE COL SHEL TON'S 
PLACE AS THE LAST KNOWN "POW". 

IN 1977 WHEN THEY HAD THE HEARING ON COL DA YID L. HRDLICKA'S 
CASE THEY ASKED ME IF I HAD ANY INFORMA TION---A T THAT TIME I HAD 
NO ACCESS TO INFORMATION. AS THE YEARS HAVE PASSED I NOW HAVE 
MANY REPORTS AND DOCUMENTS THAT I HAVE RECEIVED THROUGH 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION. I WOULD NOW LIKE TO ADDRESS THE 
BOARD AND MAKE A FORMAL REQUEST THAT COL DAVID L. HRDLICKA 
BE REINSTATED AS A "POW" . 

IN DAVID'S CASE THERE HAS NEVER BEEN ANY CONCRETE EVIDENCE 
THAT HE DIED ALTHOUGH THE D.1.A. HAS MADE STATEMENTS, THEY 
HA VE A 1966 REPORT THAT "INDICATES" DA YID DIED IN CAPTIVITY. THEY 
HAVE NEVER SHOWN ME ANY REPORT, ALTHOUGH, I HAVE REQUESTED A 
MEETING TO BE SHOWN THE REPORT. MY REQUEST FOR A MEETING HAS 
NOTT AKEN PLACE IN THE LAST FOUR YEARS. I NOW HA VE A DOCUMENT 
THAT SHOWS THAT IN JUNE OF 1973 DAVID WAS CONSIDERED A "POW" 
NOT "KIA" AS THE 0.1. A. CLAIMS. 

REGARDS, 
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) 

·-• t 

... 

, . 
Intellig~nc.:e Jnf011113tion Cable 

COUNTRY: LAOS 

DOI: 1 APRIL 1968 

SIJBJECT: AMERICAN J:>ILOTS IMPRISONED IN A CAVE IN 

HOUA PHAN PROV1NCE 

ACQ 

SOURCE: 

• . 

- ~ ; ; ·::_ ., >6~~ · ~, ... ~ -

• . ~~~- "..~~~-
~ • !· ~ I.\ ,_"!~~ ~ -!.:-f~ i 

• . -~:.~~ 

IN 

1 APRil 1968 SO:w!E A!'l[RlCAN PIL01S WERE !M?R!SCNED 

AND BAN NAKAY TEU (VH IS55) IN H~U~ FHAN PROVINCE. !H~ CAVE ~AS 
. 

ABOUT see ~ETERS FRO~ A UELl-TRAVELEO ROAD THAT RAN BETWEEN THE 

. . .. . 

. . 

0 

APPRDV[D FDR RflfASE 
BAJ£ .. ?.P .. PJi l97e ••••••• •• ••••··• 

-- - . ·-- --- ------·-·----
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• I 

}'AGE 2 Oi 2 f-AGES 

' 
TWO VILLAGES. THE CAVE WAS Al THE EN~ CF A i~Ai~ T~A! SEPhR~i~D 

FROM THE ROAD AND WOUND PAST A TEt~-FOOT 'J;,![?.F~:..t. 1x;,r •;;D A POOL 

Of' POTABLE WATER AT ITS BASE. lT WAS 30 70 ~e FEET ~BOVE Tr.E ROAD 

THAT RAN B£TWEEN THE VILLAGES. lHE HEA~QuART:RS Of GE~~RAL KA!SON 

SISAVAT, THE PATHET -LAO C0:"1!1ANOER FOR HOUA FHAN r-RCVlNCJ:, WAS ABOUT 

ml£ K!LOMETEP. HORTH OF THE .-CA'J£. 

2.-ma DI SSEM: ST Ai£ ARMY A1R tiSAMCV 71H ~1R FOR~~ C !NCPAC 

PACFLT AR?AC PACAF 

. . . 

-· 
!' . • • • .. . : ,:. , . 

• •• · • • • lo • 

.. 

. • 

- .. 
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