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PATHIT LAOHETSERRRER® SUBSEQUINT ACCOUNT OF HIS

WITRESSING THE INVESROGAT{ON OF A DOWNLD AMCRICAN
PILOT !

" "'1965) : R NooC129

.%3 WHU WAS STATIONED IN HOUA PHAN (SAM N[UA) PROVINCE UNTIL JUND 1955
CLAIMEDDAVID L. HRDLICKA-SPENT THE FIRST NIGHT OF HIS CAP

&k

IVITY Al
A PL HEADQUARTERS IN THE VICINITY OF BAN BAN (VH 1090), i0 RILOMEIFeS

A

nalieed
». it

(kM) EAST OF SAM NEUA, AT APPROXIMATELY VH 1959%9. Iul NExi DAY,
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by S

1
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WAS INTERROGATED IN FRONT OF A PL SCHOOL IN THE VICINIIY OF WVH D
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FROM X1ENG SU (VH 1953).

2. ACCORDING TO

HIM 10 60 10 THE scrooL ano (EEEEREIRAS PRESENT FOR THIS INTER-
ROGATION OF HROLICKA. (EJELD COMMENT: R

INTERROGATED HRDLICKA IN ENGLISH

BE.  TRREEER MOST OF THE QUESTIONS
WERE OF A POLITICAL/PROPAGANDA NATURE AND HRDLICKA ANSWERED ONLY
THAT HL KNEW NOTHING ABOUT POLITICS.

4

QUESTIONING LASTED ABOUT AN

SAW SHELTON ON TWO OR THREE OCCASIONS BY LOOKING
s TOC3D8-315/0%026
2 RCPORTED THE CAVES WHLRE PRISONERS WERC .




04-cv-00814-RC =~ Dogu R
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L -~ - TDea-315/0%216- 2ac
= e g b
DECEMBER REPORTED THAT THE ENEMY HAD A COM4AND POST IN A CAVE
17 AT VW 1915556, SE% METERS NORTH OF BAN NA KAY TEU AND THAT AMERICAN
2. PILOTS WERE HELD IN REAR OF A CAVE NEAR THIS COM'AND POSI, ON

AMS 1:54,¢5% SCALE MAPS THERE 1S LESS THAN ONE KM DIFFERENCE IN THE
LOCATION OF THE CAVES,WHERE PRISONERS WLRE HELD, SO IT IS PROBABLY
THAT BOTH ARE IDENTICAL.. THE COMMAND POST IS PROBABLY IDENTICAL TO
PL HEADQUARTERS MENTIONED IN. PARA ONE ABOVE.)

" N, - FIELD DISSEM: STATE ARMY AIR USAID CINCPAC PACFLT PACAF

ARPAC USMACV-SAIGON 2ND AIR DIVISION-SA|GO

END OF MESSAGE

National Alliance of Families
Minnescta Chapter
Barb Sworski 612-378-1947
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ONLY ADD 54 (.5, FLIER'S LETTER TO(SOUPHANOUVONS) - -.*

XX K TMECORLITION Gwegwesst, - 0. 0 70

.. (TEXT) WAE4 I PILOTED A PLAYZ ON A.30%BIN3 ;ussxow. 1 "

. UNABLE TO SEE THE CONTRADICTIONS IK THZ REALITIES.:THE JOHVJO?‘".
ADMINISTRATIOV LIED TO ME,/ SAYING-THAT.I WAS SENT TC\BO¥3 THE -

-} ¥ COMMUNICATION LINES.FRON NORTKERN TO SOUTHERN LAOS. THIS PROVES.

.. THAT THE U.S. IMPERIALISTS HAVE DEZLIBERATELY INVADED LAOS BY/

- FORCE. I SEE THAT THE LAOTIAN PROSLEM MUST BE aOLVED PEACEFULLY
BY THE LAOTIANS THEMSELVES WITHOUT U.S..INTERVENTION AND" :

" ABGRESSION, AYD THAT THIS SETTLIMENT. MUST BE BASED STRICILY '
OV THE ARTICLES OF THE 1952 3ENEVA ASREEMENTS ON LAJ3. IN THE @
1962 GENEVA AGREEMENTS, IT WAS: MENTIOGNEB~THAT: THE UNITE TAT:S

-.WOULD NOT BE AUTHORIZED TO SEND OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS TO BAaOS

ND THAT THE UNITED STATES AND THAILAND :WOULD NOT. BEMALLOWED TO-
3E THAI TERRITORY ‘AS -A MILITARY. BASE - FOR AGGRESSION IN ‘LAJS,. .}

HOWEVER, THESE T¥0 COUNTRIES HAVE ATTACKED.THE LIBLRATLB AREAS v
OF THE PATRIOTIC FORCES. NOW AS (1) VRITE-THIS LETTER TQ YOUR .
HIGANESS REQUESTING MY RELLASE, FLYIN3 ABOVE ﬂE THERL AR ‘p S.
JETS COMINS TO BO%B.' ‘ _ wE I X \

\ - ‘.‘.' / " ‘
THE LETTER f&DED UITH THESE HORDa: YOUR. HIGHWESS‘ .

SEND BE BACX TO REJOIN MY SMALL FAMILY, I WILL NEVER FORGET V'
YOUR 300D WILL. MY SMALL FAMILY WILL OPEN ITS DOOR TO WEL001E\ :
YOUR HIGHNESS AND PEOPLE WITH SINCE?ITY AND AT ANY TI%E. ONCE. \\\

L

"~ AGAIN, I' BEG YOUR HISHNESS .TO PARDON ¥E ‘AND TO RELEASZ ME SV
THAT I ¥ILL BE AELE TO REJOIN MY CHILDREN:-AND MY FAMILY. I %IL N\
. SUIDE %Y Cu!" DZS IN THE -STRUSSLE TO VOICE PROTESTS AGAINST THE .
EO;%RWG;JT WdICH 1: CRUELLY. SAVAGELY, ANQKiNHUﬂANLY INVATING
A ] ; Y e

o P T, . i JERS X - s . i; S

UITH myY SIVCFQE UISH;S. w = fais & A8
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unclas abva wa bbe

5%.0575_(_ copy to liaiS_o.h,': = %  ' '

radio pathet lao (clandestine) in lao to laos 0415 gmt 2'6‘:3"u1j3;5;'i%6--s

] (text) here is a report about a voice recording made by captain”

E.dav:id & louis hrdlicka, w a U.Se ‘ aggressor&; pilot,
whose plane was shot down and who was captured on eighteen 18
may nineteen sixtyfive 'i9_6.5,. he asks his highness prince
a souphanouvong to free h:un £}

[ﬁ‘iordirxg in american;é.‘cc;en{:ed:veﬁgl:itsh follox-iéf;e;i.j pring':Aé'
1 souphanouvong s presidenfi of ti’xe neo lao hak xat and vicé prem:.er of -the}
laotiaq national coalition government:
‘L‘mo.\stjon;rable prince souphanouvong: this letter (fe;v'i;;ords
;,1vn‘~,i_r;distin;c:t) laotian citizens the rare privilgge' of writing to yéu‘.,
for a year now i have had ia_ chance to think a‘;;qut my crimes against
; the -laotians, and they don't draw .a very prett.jr i)icture :any mlnd. |
: .,,Adri vn.xay eighteenth 18th nineteen sixtyfive 1965 i took off from
] BPT TA KHLI it
~Sn@ipMlF ta khli jalrbase "in thailand and was shot down by the il
laotiag peqéle's liberation army of the nec lac hak. xat for bombing
’ghe{'l:iberated zoned coﬁtroiled.by. the .':Iiieo:lao hak xa’c.. jé.sv o

1 bombed i was under the mistaken impression that i was cutting

‘ off the {low of men and supplies to south vietnam. however, ‘N

| EXHIBIT 4
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d& now i can see the south vietnam national liberation front for

liberation & is really with the people of south vietnam
s

N\
flghtlng for t.hen_r llberat:.on and free dO'n, as € the neo lao

' e record:mg. translation in
hak xat. (end of engllsh—language volce W

“lao f_o]iéﬁsf--;edi; )

: he sald- 1 request h:Ls h:_ghness prince sourha.nouvong, pres:Ldent

' of .t:,'_he}' éénti'_al c,onmittee of t'he_,neo"lao ﬁal_c_;xéﬁ’. and vice m
1l . e i S
:fw prem:.er of the' tripartlte natlonal coalltlon government b

'-f-'to:"' understand that\éhave had % time to think carefully

e ) and torealn.ze '._myf- crimina_Ll ;a‘ctioné' agéihst_ your ﬁg;; people.

: on elghteen 18 may nlneteen s:t.xtyflve 1965 i left the
"’ takhll .a_;ii."‘dase , thailand_; ;.-.an;d afﬁemvgfd my pi&,é;ﬁe‘ .lx;ras'.shot doiqn'!b;*,} the

i R e N Foi ety it
- laotian people's: liberation -arl’e?i forces of the neo lao ‘hak xat
as i’_wa','s”l' bombing :._a certaln area’ in .the"!:r"eg'i'oné controlled by the

mistakenly thought ~ —
neo lao hak xat. as i was bomblng ik W

“itHat! _mv's{"as" doing it to cut off the flow of arms suppliés.,and:;mé .
-.;‘E?Oops to svd'u't,.h;' v:x.ebnam. __j"hIOWever, i hgve now recogniZed that the
liberation front ofv' south vietnam is really the people of vietnam,

who' are waging a is_%fxuggle to liberate their nation and_'to win .

‘freedom.! ‘the 1iberation front of south vietnam is like the neo lao

. / now i have understood and have become familiar with everything .,

B e IN
the neo lao hak xat w of your hlgMeths fight s—

245 , 000007
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.the - = EL
A to preserve jpeace, neutrality, sover#¥gnty, independence, unity,

and territorial integrity of laos, the neo lao hak xat has tried
to :?z-.xi‘e_gnarv'd‘i r"ct.l;e geuneva. accords of ninet,eeﬁ -sixty't,wo 1962 o_n"-laOSj
' whereas, the united states and ti}_aj.land, which signed the nineteen

| sn.xty‘bwo 1962£ ;ene_va accords _ovn laos, are trampling upon these |
: ‘-__Ejlc.:cAc;rdg. format:j.;?fls'. of u.s. jets from their a:’LrI:)ases in thailand,

~ have unleashed attacks on the free areas of ‘1a0s, NN

( as i sit here
L LAas sk

soverhead to bomb the free areas of '@® day and night., -

y e'quesfc,‘ing'yoﬁ‘to free me, u.s., planes FL}

k.

throughout historfy military aggressors have never been able to
cqhquer gerrillas, our nation will have to realize this, for this
has gsho‘«m that your country is fighting a battle for its
independence. the laotian problem must be resolved by your people
be means of negotiations beﬁwggn the two p:ar“bies concerned,

i for the past year i have always met with good

treatment from your peo.ple'_'. your nurs_es,'.-have taken care of me

and have saved my life, they have g_ivgn mé medicine and special
foods. when i was a child i 'v&aﬁté_d to, be a a piltot, and when

b0 i B Sl ; 2
i grew up i became a pilot. now i Vreg\ét that i used my strengkth to
wage an aggressive and destructive war. what makes me very sad is
that i am very far from my dear wife and my three l__i_tiie child;r'en;
i have a?lways hoped to return to my 'family and live with my wife

be A&E e f\\/ g\[‘;“ﬁ{f
and my children. surely i will \h’"" “to tell g the story  ~we.

246 000008
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7 .~ 'souphanouvong," who forgave me
. P,
‘ i>of a famous man named "prince s# SRR handaas

“so much.
: i beg your highness to be still more kind and to free
me, so that i can rejoin my wife and children. ‘even if i have
committed criminal actions against the laotian people of your
h&lﬂl’@ highness, i ask you once more to pardon me and free nm;
i S ‘ R : "\:“é_‘.//FE) :
so that i may go back to my childreg my #6888 and ny family.
i oppose and profést thé:aggressive war'bbiicy of the u.s. govefnment

in indochina, especially on the territory of your g;;r‘;ountry. 26041

St 08 ]

fé 722Q2¢%452W%2;\
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’

" prisoner of War

CAPTURE OF US PILOT HRDLICKA — Quan Doi Nhan Dan, 22 July-66, page
[ ' ' : . .

[Full] .Captain David Louis Hrdlicka, American p Se:ia.l No .
OATRA , is one of the men captured by the Lao-People Li.berati.on <
Army after his -jet plane was shot :'down by ‘the Lao: People S Arny\on
18 ‘May 1965. :

He said: ™after being shot ‘down by the guns 'Ofitlie Lao-Pec=
ple's. Liberation Army I was immediately captured and -ever since
then I have :received very humane . treatment.® Before my.capture I
couldrnot ‘understand that the warfare of -:the people of Laos was for
the sovereignty, independence, neutrality, and unification of Laos.
But now I clearly understand why:the .soldiers of the Lao People‘s -
Liberation Army are so enthusiasticin fighting for thei.r canse.

He denounced the US authorities in: these vou:ds. 'it i.s he— "
cause of ‘the aggressive policy of :the US Government that my plane
was ‘shot down and my back was injured, and I am very homesick for
my -‘three children and my dear wife. My heart is sick and miserable
because I am forlorn and lonely when I think of them. But this mat-

ter is making my heart angry and: displeased, because . I have to
be:.detained in-prison hemvhilette people concacting their war policy
sit at -. . home safe with their families. .... : [omission .

indicated in Vietnamese: text] . Together with the-people. of :the -
world:I beg permission to raise my voice of protest against the pol-
icy which the Johnson administration is- daily carrying out through
Air Force attacku .against’ I.ao territory.®? = .

P:I.nally he expressed his -thanks to the people of Laos and -
- asked ‘for - forgiveness for -having taken part in the US war of ag-
: gress:l.on in Iaos.

6 e 1 _ ."..
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FRAUD AND MISMANAGEMENT IN THE DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY,
PERJURY BEFORE THE SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE, AND FAILURE TO
FOLLOW REGULATIONS.

(1) FALSE OFFICIAL STATEMENTS: VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 107, UCMJ:
SECTION 907 TITLE 10, U.S.C. [FOR CIVILIANS SIMILAR VIOLATIONS UNDER
TITLE 18, US.C]

(2) WILLFUL DERELICTION OF DUTY: VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 92, UCMJ:
SECTION 892 TITLE 10, U.S.C. [FOR CIVILIANS SIMILAR VIOLATIONS UNDER
TITLE 18, U.S.C ] ,

(3) NEGLIGENT DERELICTION OF DUTY: VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 92, UCMJ:
SECTION 892 TITLE 10, U.S.C. [FOR CIVILIANS SIMILAR VIOLATIONS UNDER
TITLE 18, U.S.C ]

(4) ACCESSORY AFTER THE FACT: VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 78, UCMJ,
SECTION 878 TITLE 10, U.S.C. [FOR CIVILIANS SIMILAR VIOLATIONS UNDER
TITLE 18, US.C.]

(5) CONSPIRACY TO MAKE FALSE OFFICIAL STATEMENTS: VIOLATION OF
ARTICLE 81, UCMJ; SECTION 881 TITLE 10, U.S.C. [FOR CIVILIANS SIMILAR
VIOLATIONS UNDER TITLE 18, U.S.C.]

(6) CONSPIRACY TO BE WILLFULLY DERELICT IN PERFORMANCE OF
DUTIES: VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 81, UCMJ; SECTION 881 TITLE 10, US.C.
[FOR CIVILIANS SIMILAR VIOLATIONS UNDER TITLE 18 U.S.C]

(7) CONSPIRACY TO BE ACCESSORIES AFTER THE FACT: VIOLATION OF
ARTICLE 81, UCMJ; SECTION 881 TITLE 10, U.S.C. [FOR CIVILIANS SIMILAR
VIOLATIONS UNDER TITLE 18, US.C]

I s |EXHIBITS|
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TO ACTION S8IGNATURE (Sumame and Grade) TO ACTION SIGNATURE (Sumname and Grado)
' |AR/DP |Appr ?
= PI 6" fﬁomlw 5
SAF/GC | Coord nle/) 17
. | e el .
SAF/MT | Coord O PTG C
* ISAF/US|Coord |~
* |[SAF/0S | Appr

SBURNAME OF ACTION OP(FI R ANOYNADK SYMBOL PHONEK TYPIST®'S INIT, | SUSPENSE DATE
AFMPC/ | RAFB
Colonel Gratch DPMC 2909 hem

susuect Proposed Change of Status ol DATE _
Lieutenant Colonel David L. Hrdlicka, 476-28-0663FR 1J 0CT 1977

SUMIMAR Y

1. Reference is made to the memorandum from the Deputy Secretary of
Defense, dated 17 August 1973, subject: Change of Status of Servicemen
Who Did Not Return From Southeast Asia, requesting that the Service
Secretaries make each proposed status change a matter for their
personal attention, and the desire of the Secretary of the Air Force

to personally review each case.

2. Review hearing procedures established to satisfy the requirements
of the order of the three-judge federal court (McDonald v. McLucas,
D.C.N.¥. 1974, 371 F. Supp. 831, affimmedsgbi 5. ChE 207, Lijg U.8. 967,
42 L. Ed. 2d 261) to allow the next of kin due process have been
complied with.

3. The attached memorandum constitutes a proposed change of status

from captured to killed in action and is forwarded for review by the
Secretary prior to any announcement. No other personnel involved in
this incident.

RECOMMENDATION

4. That the Secretary indicate his concurrence opposite his effiice
symbol and return to HQ USAF/DP.

o kFﬁggsDPMC M 18 Oct 77
Brigadier General, USAF. emo, e y
- S /P w/2 Atch

Dep Asst DCS/Pers for Mil Pers

AF aonqy 1768

FEXABITS s - i —_—
260 000022
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE MILITARY PERSONNEL CENTER
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, TEXAS 78148

REPLY TO

ATTN OF: DPMC 1% 0CT 1877

SUBJECT: Status Review in the Case of Lieutenant Colonel
David L. Hrdlicka, 476-28-0663FR

To:  HQ USAF/DPM

1. Preface: A status review in the above case was held
in acgeerdance with Section 555, Title 37, United Sbtates
Code, by the undersigned at the Air Force Military Personnel
Center, Randolph Air Force Base, Texas. In determining
whether the captured status should reasonably be continued
or terminated by a finding of death, reconsideration was
given to the facts and circumstances as warranted by the
signing of the Parls Pecace Agreement, 27 January 1973, the
general repatriation of prisoners of war, the cessation of
United States involvement in hostilities in Southeast Asia,
and the lapse of time without information.

2.. Digcussion: The review and reconsideration of all the
facts and circumstances (summarized and attached hereto)
resulted in a determination that it is not possible to con-
clusively establish the member's ultimate fate. However,
the likelihood that he is still alive may no longer reason-
ably be considered since he has not been repatriated,
sufficient time has elapsed during which it is believed
some word would have been received if he had survived, and
he cannot otherwise be accounted for. Accordingly, with
respect to the above and in the absence of any information
to support a presumption of his continued survival, it is
concluded that he may now no longer reasonably be presumed

to be alive.

o\,UTl O/V

s,

\c
\x\\':g AN
2, Q@
e e

7776-191° &
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3. Recommendation:

a. It dis recommended thabt, pursuant to the autherity
contained in Section 555, Title 37, United States Code, an
administrative determination be made that Lieutenant Colonel
David L. Hrdlicka, 476-28-0663FR, was killed in action. It
is further recommended that the casualty report issued as a
result of this action include a statement that the determina-
fion was made following a subsequent review of all available
information and, as provided by and for the purpose of the
law, the date death is presumed to have occurred is the date
the Secretary's degilghee approves thls recommendation. | Death
is held to have occurred while in a pay, flying pay, and duty
status.

b. Lieutenant Colonel Hrdlicka was selected for
promotion to the grade of colonel. It is recommended that
he be promoted posthumously under the provisions of Section
1521, Title 10, United States Code.

4., Pursuant to authority delegated to you by the Secretary
of the Air Force under the provisions of Chapter 10, Title 37,
United States Code, request your review and approval.

w\w 2 Atch

A. W. GRATCH, Colonel, USAF 1. Summary of Facts
Asst for Casualty Matters and Circumstances
2.. Digelosure of

P Decision Form
N7

LEW D. BRUNDAGE, Coloflel, USAF
Staff Judge Advocate

RICHARD D. HANSEN, Colonel, USAF, MC
Surgeon

262 000024
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008 PARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHKINGTON, D.C. 20330

1. REPORT NUMBER AND TYPE 2. OATE PREPARED

REPORT OF CASUALTY 1140 - Final 23 Nov 77

3. SERVICE IDENTIFICATION (Name, Soclal Security Number. Grade o Rare, Component, Dranch anc Drganisstlon). | MO/ RTCT
HRDLICKA, David Louis, 476-28-0663FR, Colonel*, Regular, USAF - 563 Tac Ftr Sq,
McConnell AFB KS TDY TO: APO San Francisco 96273 AFSC: 1115E

4. CASUALTY STATUS , 77 sartie [Jwon-satrie b cowmenceo tounoate: TDY from CONUS

c. sta-us: [Joearn [X xia L) missing  [] missinc N acTion - ] eaprunes | orwen

d pares *% e. PLACE : Laos i s e Gpesity)

{f. cause s CIRCUMSTANCES Pilot (F-105 Aircrafj)

S.a DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH b. RACE ¢. SEX d. RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE
30 Dec 31 - Stewartville MN . Caucasian . Male Roman Catholic

8. DATE AND PLACE OF LAST ENTRY ON ACTIVE DUTY IN CURRENT STATUS AND HOME OF RECORD AT TIME
30 Oct 56 - Littleton CO - Littleton COQ

Js. PAY GRADE b. BASIC PAY C. INCENTIVE /ADDITIONAL PAY [|d CHECK (F APPLICABLE
0-5 X ves BT &cntw O eassencen
8. DuUTY sTaTus  Active - On Duty -
SGLI: Public Law 93-289 Applies. No certificate on file $20,000
Deduction in amount of $3.40 verified by AFAFC.
$. INTERESTED PERSONS (Name, Address, Relationship) PATE OF BECORD OF ERTRGENCY DAVALORNS 17 May .65
Mrs Carol A. Hrdlicka Rt 2, Box 236A, Derby KS 67037 wife (3)
Denise M. Hrdlicka S3pe dau
Damian M. Hrdlicka same §. son
Mr Theodore J. Hrdlicka 6486 | Littleton CO 80120 father
Mrs Maxine F. Hrdlicka sagpg 3 o .4 mother
10, REPORT FOR VA TO 1. REPORTING Y . Y A AR 480k mmﬂmfunuu?
FoLLOW
(] ves XJ wo NOT _UJ SC plies

12. PRIOR SERVICE DATA

@ ves [ we A030657/4

3. remarxs * Under the provisions of Section 1521, Title 10,

U
posthumousl; promoted to the grade of Colonel, effective 21 Nov 71y b{ Department
of the Air Force Special Order AB-3383, dated 22 Nov 77. This promotion 1Is subject

to the provisions of Section 1523, which states that no increased pay or gratuities
may be derived from such action.

*¥* Under the provisions of Section 555, Title 37, USC, and upon direction and
delegation by the Secretary of the Air Force, the Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff,
Personnel for Military Personnel finds this individual to be dead. He was
officially reported as missing in action on 18 May 65. Sufficient evidence was
received on 24 May 65 to warrant placing him in a captured status. He was con-
tinued in this status until 21 Nov 77, the date death is presumed to have occurred
for the purpose of termination of pay and allowances, settlement of accounts, and
payment of death gratuities as stated in Section 555, Title 37, USC.

FY 78 Fund Cite: 5783507 328 5781.0* 5503725 (off)

NOTE! THIS FORM MAY BE USED TO FACILITATE THE CASHING OF BONDS, THE PAYMENT OF COMMERCIAL
INSURANCE, OR IN THE SETTLEMENT OF ANY OTHER CLAIM IN WHICH PROOF OF DEATH IS REQUIRED.

ject officer was

FOOTNOTES:

1. Adult next ol kin.
2. Beneliciary tor graluily pay In evenl there 1o no surviving wile o child—ae designated on r3card ol emergepglc
3. Beneliciary lor unpaid pay and sllowances—ae designeted on recard of emergency dela, \%

14, DISTRIBUTION 18, 8 RDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORC

NOT USED

DD. 2. 1300
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\ p1a CONSFIRAY IWOWLEDCE OF (LOCATIONOECERISONERS:(cl: waRisgumewhat ahockeds
to teceive a copy of Ann Criffiths' rteply to a request release live

sighting reports received by DIA after 1 August, 1979, The shock {s

not from the denisl of DIA, but from the content of the letter. It was

forwarded to the Board members and Regfonal Coordinators asfter the

League newsletter was printed. It i{s not marked confidential and I feel

it is of great importance to you; therefore, 1 submit it to you in its ,

entirecy. The underlining is mine. - ' ,

BEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ’

WASHING C;ON. 0.C. 2030t

- - , o~

t

U-1,113/RTS-~18

APR 1 4 1982 : 9 APR lgag 6?\|u\qv

Ms. Ann Mills Griffiths
Cxecutive Oiractour - -

National L eaque of Familles of American

Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia
1608 K Street, N.W.

Washington, OC 20006
~ N
Dear Ms;'égkf???hs:

This is in response to your‘leiter of 22 March 1982, in which you appeal DIA's

decision not to release live sighting reports of U.S. personnel {ia Southeast
- Asia received after 1 August 1979,

Ve N AN /4 R

It is the policy of this Agency that all Vive sighting reports of U.S. personnel
in Southeast Asia received after 1 August 1979 are properly classified fn their

entirety and are exempt from release under pravisions of & U.S.C. 552 (b) (1),
Freedom of Information Act,

Release of the information in the form you requested would enable the Vietnamese
and Lao Govermments to equate this released information to that which may exist.
Obviously, these govermments know the location of any American prisaners they
might hold. By comparing this information to the released documents, even
though they may be sanitized, would confirm to them the fact that we knaw the
location of these prisoners and show the extent and capabflity of our coliection
-efforts. Thus release of the information in the form you requested would be

counterproductive to our intelligence efforts in this vital area. Your appeal
for release of these documents is therefore denied,

Sincerely,

A, &\Akm?ﬁ,

€.A. BUNKHALTER, JR,
chr Admiral, USH
Acting Direclor

1

EXHIBIT 11
, - 264 000026
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W o : ST
DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY %

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20340-

N g
U-0218/PH-MIA FEB 1930

T0: Headquarters,
Air Force Military Personnel Center
DPMCB, ATTN: Mr. George Atkinson
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-6001

SUBJECT: Reporting in the Case of Colonel David Hrdlicka, USAF

1. Late last year an analyst in this office received a telephone call from
an American citizen who described himself as a carrier for the U.S. Postal
Service. He said he was in frequent contact with a "Frenchman" in Bangkok
who allegedly has a source (not identified) who claims that American pilot
David Hrdlicka recently escaped, only to be recaptured. He also reported
that Col Hrdlicka had been seen in a PW camp in the tri-border area of
Vietnam/Laos/Cambodia. No further information was offered, but the postal
carrier indicated he would be in further contact with the Frenchman and would
keep us informed. We have not heard from him since.

2. Several weeks later we received a call from another American who said he
knew someone with information on Col Hrdlicka. ODuring the conversation the
analyst determined that the Frenchman, who normally resides in the U.S., was

the source.

3. Also, we have been investigating a story furnished by an American in
Thailand who provided the driver's license data on Col Hrdlicka. He claimed
to have obtained the information from another American who received it from a
Pathet Lao soldier while travelling near Luang Prabang. We were fipally able
to locate and interview the second American while he was visiting in Beijing.
He was cooperative and provided us with other information, but he knew
nothing about Col Hrdlicka and had not met and received information from a
Lao soldier as claimed by the American in Thailand. When we reinterviewed
the American in Thailand and told him that his alleged source knew nothing
about the information attributed to him, he then indicated that maybe he got
it from someone else, then changed his mind, then changed the subject,
alluding to knowledge of a group of PW hunters who are allegedly working on
rescuing an unidentified American in Laos. In short, the source of the data
on Col Hrdlicka is unknown, but it was not obtained in the manner described
by the American in Thailand in Joint Casualty Resolution Center report T789-

354.

4. It is worth noting that those involved in this reporting are U.S.
residents with "business interests" in Thailand. There is a reasonable
possibility that these sources are connected and they may decide to expand on
their story to gain attention or raise funds for a private foray. In this
instance the Frenchman has a track record of involvement with U.S. "PW

EXHIBIT 13

265 000030
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hunters," who have repeatedly failed to find a PW or evidence to support
their claims. Further, experience has shown that when names of missing men
and identification data start making the rounds of the refugee camps and the
so-called "Lao resistance"” groups in Thailand, stories claiming the man is
alive soon follow.

5. We are continuing to follow up on this reporting and will keep you
advised of any new information we are able to develop.

Sincerely,

T N LUl

JOSEPH A. SCHLATTER

Colonel, USA

Chief, Special Office for Prisoners
of War and Missing in Action

266 000031
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73 EXPLOITATIOW OF UsS, PILOT :

!, FBIS Salgod UAY 23 HCWITO?ED EROADCAST WHICH PROVIDES PASSAGES FROM
LETTZR ALLEGEDLY WRITTEN BY DO“N&%/UTJF‘P CHIEr SOUPHANOUD .
NAME USED ALMOST CERTAINLY THAT OF _ Louls HRDL A ¢Se

PILOT WHQOSE Fe=10S SHOT DOWN SOUTHEAST 7 NEUA ON MAY 18, 1965,
NAMES, DATES, AND SERIAL NUMBERS USED IN LETTER CORRESPOND VERY CLOSEK
TO THOSE WE CARRY HERLE FOR CAPT, HRDLICKA,

2. BASED 0N PAST E:(PERIENCE PATHET LAO HANDLING OF UeSe PRISO“IERS,
BELIEVE WE CAN BE REASONABLY CERTAIN PUBLICATION O0F LETTER CONFIRilS
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PAGE TVO RUMJFS 178A SECRE T ' —
HRDL ICKA ALIVE, JREPORTING OVER PASTHYEAR HAS OFTEN REFERRED Ol
TO QQOTE TVWO U.S, PILOTS UNQUOTE HELD IN CAVE SE OF SAli NEUA CSEE =
AND PREVIOUS), THPS MAY MEAN THAT CAPl'e CHARLES £, SHELTON VB

IN ARPIL 2%, 1965, IN ROUGHLY SAME A4REA Is ALSoO A].IUE.

VE CAN ANTICIPATE QUERIES FROMHPRESS RE HRDLICKA AND IF ASKED WISH
ROPOSE FOLLOWING LINE TO ALL AGENCIES CONCEREND: QUOTE PPLOT NAHED
CAPT, DAVID LOUIS HRDLICKA HAS BEEN IMISSING SINC HIS PLANE SHOT DOUN
HAY 18, 1965, WHILE ON RECONNAISSANC MISSION OVER LAOS. HIS NAME HAS
BEEN FURNISHED THE INTERNATIONAL COuMITTEE OF -THE RED CROSS, WHICH HAS
ATTEHPTED TO DETERMINE HIS UHEREABOUTS AND HIS STATUS. THE SLIGHILY
GARBLED VERSION OF CAPTAIN HRDLICKA®S NAME AND OF HIS SERIAL

NUYBER BROADCAST RECENTLY BY RADIO PATHET LAOQ GIVE GROUNDS FOR HOPE
TYZT THE CAPTAIN MAY BE ALIVE AND A CAPTIVE OF THE PATHET LAO. UNQUOTE
VE WILL NOT COMMENT FURTHER OTHER THAN TO SAY LETTER CLEARLY INTENDED
BY PL FOR PROPAGANDA EXPLOITATION, PLEASE GONFIRHHSOONEST. ‘

“4 ' RELEASE OF LETTER AND USE OF KRDLICKA®S NAME BY PL_ UNDOUBTEDLY
INTENDLD TO BE PEGGED ON RECENT PUBLICATION OF LAOS HILITARY AIR
CASUALTIES, THIS UNFORTUNATE EXAMPLE OF COMPLICATIONS WE CAN GET

INTO BY ONE SIMPLE SLIP IN PUBLIC HANDLING OF AIR OFERATIONS AND
CASUALTIES IN LAOS$ IN THIS CASE, DESPATCH OF ROUTINE UNCLASSIFIED NEZ

PAGE THREE RUMJFS 17BA SECRE T
OF KIN NOTICE USEC DEF DTG 262221Z APRIL). THIS SHOULD REMIND US OF
NEED TO TIGHTEN UP ALL OUR PROCEDURES TO KEEP QUICT VAR REALLY QUIET.

HQPjS. SULLIVAN

268 ' 000033
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AS FOR CIVILIAN PRISONERS, BAER SAID THAT .HE SAUV b
SOT PHETRASI “JUN 18 AMND RAISED NAMES OF BOTH DEBRUIN ~ . .= * -
CAIR AMERICAY: AND BRACE (BIRD & SONS), SOT DISCLAIMED . ., . -
ANY KNOWLEDGE OF BRACE BUT AGREED TO INQUIRIES, ON = .-

"JUN 22 HE STILL HaAD NO WORD, (LAZE INFO LOCATED e i
BRACE AT TJ 3237 UNDER ESCORT PL PRESUNABLY BOUND FOR
MOUNG KHOUA, TJ 4234). ON CEBRUIN HE ‘AGAIN REPORTED ' :
THAT HE ALIVE AND WELL BUT SOT UNABLE FROVIDE ANY ADDI-

S

t v

PAGE THREE RUMJFS 4584 S E C R E T
TIOVAL DETAILS

- BAER PRESS&D SOT FOR OPPORTUNITY VISIL KHANG KHAY .

~ON BEHALF PRISONERS (AND TO ARRANGE FOR DELIVERY MEDICAL ' .
~SUPPLIES) BUT WAS TOLD PRESENT WHEREABOUTS LEADING NLHX ‘
'FIGURES UNXNOWx» BAER THEN REQUESTED SOT TO FIX APPOINTMENT WITH
' SOUPHANOUVCNG ‘'OR PHOUMI VONGVICHIT FOR -JUL 11, 12, OR 13 -~ '

+ IN . KHANG XHAY SINCE BAER EXPECTS LEAVE FE FOR GENEVA SHORTLY

THEREQP“ER SOT AGREED MAKE, AN ATTEMPT AND WILL INFORM - e pi
'BAER WHEN LATTER RETURNS TO VIENTIANL FROM SAIGON OV OR g il 3
ABOUT JUL"7.. e : i AR G O T S R S e "-«*’/"

A e e
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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY "",

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20340-

N g
U-0218/PH-MIA FEB 1930

T0: Headquarters,
Air Force Military Personnel Center
DPMCB, ATTN: Mr. George Atkinson
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-6001

SUBJECT: Reporting in the Case of Colonel David Hrdlicka, USAF

1. Late last year an analyst in this office received a telephone call from
an American citizen who described himself as a carrier for the U.S. Postal
Service. He said he was in frequent contact with a "Frenchman" in Bangkok
who allegedly has a source (not identified) who claims that American pilot
David Hrdlicka recently escaped, only to be recaptured. He also reported
that Col Hrdlicka had been seen in a PW camp in the tri-border area of
Vietnam/Laos/Cambodia. No further information was offered, but the postal
carrier indicated he would be in further contact with the Frenchman and would
keep us informed. We have not heard from him since.

2. Several weeks later we received a call from another American who said he
knew someone with information on Col Hrdlicka. ODuring the conversation the
analyst determined that the Frenchman, who normally resides in the U.S., was

the source.

3. Also, we have been investigating a story furnished by an American in
Thailand who provided the driver's license data on Col Hrdlicka. He claimed
to have obtained the information from another American who received it from a
Pathet Lao soldier while travelling near Luang Prabang. We were fipally able
to locate and interview the second American while he was visiting in Beijing.
He was cooperative and provided us with other information, but he knew
nothing about Col Hrdlicka and had not met and received information from a
Lao soldier as claimed by the American in Thailand. When we reinterviewed
the American in Thailand and told him that his alleged source knew nothing
about the information attributed to him, he then indicated that maybe he got
it from someone else, then changed his mind, then changed the subject,
alluding to knowledge of a group of PW hunters who are allegedly working on
rescuing an unidentified American in Laos. In short, the source of the data
on Col Hrdlicka is unknown, but it was not obtained in the manner described
by the American in Thailand in Joint Casualty Resolution Center report T789-

354.

4. It is worth noting that those involved in this reporting are U.S.
residents with "business interests" in Thailand. There is a reasonable
possibility that these sources are connected and they may decide to expand on
their story to gain attention or raise funds for a private foray. In this
instance the Frenchman has a track record of involvement with U.S. "PW

EXHIBIT 15
270 it 000035
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hunters," who have repeatedly failed to find a PW or evidence to support
their claims. Further, experience has shown that when names of missing men
and identification data start making the rounds of the refugee camps and the
so-called "Lao resistance"” groups in Thailand, stories claiming the man is
alive soon follow.

5. We are continuing to follow up on this reporting and will keep you
advised of any new information we are able to develop.

Sincerely,

T N LUl

JOSEPH A. SCHLATTER

Colonel, USA

Chief, Special Office for Prisoners
of War and Missing in Action

271 000036
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BLOOD CHIT

In the Victorian sense, Blood means friendship, and
in military terms, a Chit is a voucher. Hence, the
term blood chit or “Friendship Voucher." Our
aircrew members carried a blood chit on their
person while flying missions during the Southeast
Asian conflict. The request for assistance, in the
event they were shot down, is written in English
and various languages common to the area. The
blood chit 1is credited with saving many lives.

|ExmBH16|
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ENGLISH

I am a citizen of the United Stotes of America. | do not speak your
language. Misfortune forces me 1o seek your assistance in obtaining food,
shelter and profection. Pleose toke me to someone who will provide for my
safety ond see that | am returned to my people. My government weill

reward you.
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VIETNAMESE

T6i g mét nguox My. Té khong néi dide henq Vit Gop hdoc khong
may 13i phai nhd quy dog gxup dd) kiém thuc én, ché o'va nhd'quy dng
bao vé t6i. Rai 15i mudh nho” quy Sng dda 101 dén mo! nguoi ndo ¢& the'
che chd cho 13i va dub 18 v& nuide. Chinh fu'chuhg 15i sé dén 6o cho quy 6ng.

MALAYAN
Sajo udalah orang Amerika Bersjorikal. Soju lidok dapct berchakap bahaso
Enchik. Kemalongan memakso soja minta buntuan Enchik, untsk mendapot
makan, tempat tinggol, dan hndungun Sudi Enchik membawo scja poda
sdorang jong dopot dj saje dan fikan sajo
kenegeri sajo. Pemerintoh sajo akan memberi hadiah padﬂ Enchik.

INDONESIAN ¢
Soja odalch worga-negara Amerika Serikat. Saja tidok dapat mem-
pergunakon bohoso soudoro.  Kemalangan jang menimpa diri sajo teloh
k pertol saudara, untuk memperoleh makanan,
tempot hnggcl serta lindungon. Sudi kuamu soudara membowo soyopcdo
seorang jang akon dapat di sajo, dan
supajo sojo dikembolikan kenegara sajo. Pemerintoh sajo akan memberi
hodiah pade soudara,
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CHINESE (MODERN)
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BAEEZ B EBBHANTRE

W3 bl xin yoo qing ni béngzhii wd zhbodbo liangshi,
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hé  bauvho. Qing ni tong wd déo nénggdu gél wd anqlon  hé
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zhénght yiding duddus g&i qion xiéxié  nimen.
TAGALOG

Aco'y Americono. Hindi oco maronong mog solita nong togalog.
Naopipiliton oco nong socona 5o pog lungv so iyo nang tuloag sa pog cuba
nang pogeain, it of pagtong Pakib mo aco nang tao na

long sa okin of long sa okin na maibolik aco sa omin.

Ang oking pomabclo~on mag bibigoy nong ganting palo so iye.

VISAYAN

Aco Americano. Dili aco me-antigo mo binisoya. Dautang kapalaran
nogpugos conace pag hongyo ngo tabangan unto aco sa pag cvha ug
pogca-on, boloy nga ca pahowayan ug panalipod.  Palihog dad-a oco con
¢a bisan kinsa nga maca panclipd conaco ug moca tabang pag uli canaco
so acong mga kaubanan. Ang ocong gobierno mo ganti cenimo.

FRENCH

Je suis un citoyen des Etats Unis d'Amérique. Je ne parle pas volre langue.
Malheureusement je suis obligé de vous demender de m’aider ¢ frouver de
lo nourriture, un cbri el de la protection. Ayez I'obligeance de me mener
chez quelqu'un qui veillera & ma sécurité, ef qui s'occupera de mon refour
dans mon poys. Mon gouvernement vous récompeasera

DUTCH

Ik ben een burger van de Verenigde Staten von Ameriko. Ik kan Uw fool
niet spreken. Misgeval heefl mij gedwongen Uw hulp te vragen om
voedsel, tehuis en bescherming. Wilt U zo groog mij noar iemand brengen,
dE' v ijn veiligheid zal zorgen, en mij lerug te brengen naor mijn

Miin Gouvernement 2af U belonen.

st
ISOUTHEAS? ASIA - WRST CENTRAL PACIICH
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3RING our "LIVE"
POW's Home from
Southeast Asia!

July 27, 1992

Gentlemen:

Thie is a request under the Freedom of Information and
Frivacy Act. I am requesting all documents that have recently
been declmssified concerning MIA/FO%W's in Laos. I em
specifically looking for all the documents pertaining to .

reccue attempte made to gain the freedom of Col, David L. Ras g

Hrdlicka USAF and Col. Charles Shelton USAF, I believe the first rescue attempt
may be code named "Duck Soup". I believe there were several attempts and request
documents on all such missions.

As you know, the amended Act permits you to reduce or waive fees., I need these
materials to proteet the constitutional rights of my husband and the Departaent
of Defense has already decided that it is appropriate to waive all charges

for materials and information furnished at the request of members of the families
of POW's and MIA's. Therefore, I request that you waive feees and charges with
respect to this FOIFA request. In the event that you decide not to waive such
fees end char .es, please let me mow, as quickly as you can, how much you want
me to pay for the requested items,

If you determine that some portions of the requested items are exempt from
dieclosure under the amended Act, please furnish me with the remainder and
identify the exemtions which you maintain justify the non-disclosures, I, of
course, reserve the right to appeal any euch decisions,

If you have any questions regarding this request, plesse contact me, I will
expect to receive a reply within ten (10) daye.

Thank you for your attention,

Carol Hrdlicks

Rto 1’ Box 24

Conway Springs, Ks. 67031
316-45c-2439

,|ExmBW19
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- PAGE: 0002

B

£ JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC
) IMFO RUENAAA/CNO WASHINCTON OC
\ RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON OC s
RUEACHC/CMC WASHINGTON DC
RUEDADA/AFTS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC
RUET IAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEND
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC
RUCQVAB/USCINCSOC INTEL OPS CEN MACDILL AFB FL
RUEALGX/SAFE : S

p BUSC 552 () (2) '
CORUSAOPSGP FT GEORGE G MEADE MD //IAGPC-L//

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHDC //DAM-18/PN-M1A//

INFO ZEN/CDRUSAOPSGP FT GEORGE G. MEADE MD //IAGPC-CH//
RUDHAAA/CORINSCOM FT BELVOIR VA //IAOPS-H-C//
RUEADWD/DA WASHDC //DAMI-POH/DAMI-FI1//

RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANCKOK TH

RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI

RHWRMPC/HQ AFWPC RANDOLPH AFS TX //DPMCB//

BT

CONTROLS

PASS: DIA/PH-MIA FOR J. TRAVIS
QQQ
SECTION 0t OF 02

Sk T1x NN  5USC s52 (b) (2)

JetsuEnienns THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGCE @tsstwasiese/
BODY

COUNTRY: LACS (LA): VIETHAM (VH).
- 22 $]® 90 SUSC 552 (v) (2)
SUBJ: IIR HEARSAY ,RE U.S. MIA ALLEGEDLY

ALIVE IN LAGS

EXHIBIT 20

pol: ! 891212,

s R  SUSC Ss2e) (2
vlrdrc bk 000042
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PACE:0003

SOURCE ¢ £
" 8US0 852 (b1 (T}’

L] .

BACKGROUND.

A. EXCERPT NAMING POSSIBLE MIA. THE FOLLOWING VAS TAKEN

FROM A LETTER FROM SUBJECT 1 TO SUBJECT 2 DATED 27 JUN 1989, '
BANGKOK. "I AM TALKING 10 COL CHAENG (BRIG GEN) PL MNDER of &

THE 1\1‘!-( REﬁ!HENT AT IHAH KEUT.

278 000043
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BUSC 582 (t) (2)

- SPECTAL COLLECTOR'S COMMENTS

USCEs2 (8) (1)

PAGE: Q004

L)

I SEARCH OF MIA RECORDS. DIA PERSONNEL MISSING IN ACTION
COLLECTION SUPPORT DATA BASE LISTS AS MISSING IN ACTION - X

NAME SERNO SERVICE DOB DATE/PLACE OF LOSS
HROLICKA, DAVID LOUIS 72S41FR  USAF  (QArA 650518 LA
- + RELEASE OF INFORMATION TO NEXT OF KIN. DUE T0 THE
POSSIBLE CORRELATION OF THE NAME PROVIDED IN THIS REPORT WITH THE
EVENT RECORDED IN DIA MISSING IN ACTION RECORDS, THIS REPORT IS
FORWARDED TO DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE PERSONNEL FOR POSSIBLE
RELEASE Of PERTINENT INFORMATION ELEMENTS IN PARAGRAPH 3, A T0
NEXT OF KIN AS DEEMED APPROPRIATE. .

COMMENTS : THIS IS THE SECOND OF TWO REPORTS FROM SOURCE. THE
FIRST WAS IIR HEARSAY, RE U.S. MIA/CAT CREW
ALLEGEDLY ALIVE IN LAOS. SOURCE PROVIDED THE INFORMATION IN THIS
REPORT WILLINGLY AND WITHOUT EVASION. ' ANY EVALUATIONS IN RESPONSE
TO THIS IIR SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO: CDRUSAQPSGP FT GEQRGE G. MEADE
MD//TAGPC-L/IAGPC-CM//. S

//1PSP: PG _2030//.

//COMSOBJ ¢ 821/7.

ADMIN

PROJ: _

COLL: VK.

INSTR: Us: NO.

ENCL: FOUR ENCL TO FOLLOW -

1. HANDWRITTEN LETTER + 1 CY, 890627, 3PC o ENGLISH.
2. LETTER s 1 CY, 891128, 1P » ENGLISH.

3. FAX . 1 CY, 891202, 1P, , ENGLISH.

g, “FAX . 1CY, 891202, 1P, , ENGLISH.

PREP: 2-10321.

ACQ: FT GEORGE G. MEADE, MD (900H426).

DISSEN: .. FIELD: WNWONE; SENT TO: DIA//RTS-2B/P¥-MiA//
#0347

19
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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20340-

0218/PH-HIA 27 FEB 1990

10: Headquarters,
Air Force Military Personnel Center
DPMCB, ATTN: Mr. George Atkinson
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-6001

SUBJECT: Reporting in the Case of Colonel David Hrdlicka, USAF

1. Late last year an analyst fn this office received a telephone call from
an American citizen who described himself as a carrier for the U.S. Postal
Service. He said he was in frequent contact with a *Frenchiman® in Bangkok
who allegedly has'a source {not identified) who claims that American pilot
David Hrdlicka recently escaped, only to be recaptured. He also reported
that Col Hrdlicka had been seen fn a PW camp fn the tri-border area of
Vietnam/Laos/Cambodia, No further information was offered, but the postal
carrier indicated he would be in further contact with the Freachman and would
keep us informed. We have not heard from him since. i

2. Several weeks later we received a call from another American who said he
knew someone with information on Col Hrdlicka. ODuring the coaversation the
analyst determined that the Frenchman, who normally resides in the U.S., was

the source.

3. Also, we have been investigating a story furnished by an American in
Thailand who provided the driverts license data on Col Hrdlicka. He claimed
to have obtained the information from another American who received it from a
Pathet Lao soldier while travelling near Luang Prabang. We were finally able
to locate and interview the second American while he was visiting in Beijing.
He was cooperative and provided us with other information, but he knew
nothing about Col Hrdlicka and had not met and received information from a
Lao soldier as claimed by the American in Thailand. When we reinterviewed
the American in Thailand and told him that his alleged source knew nothing
about the information attributed to him, he then indicated that maybe he got
it frcem someone else, then changed his mind, then changed the subject,
alluding to knowledge of a groug of PH hunters who are allegedly working on
rescuing an unidentified American in Laos. In short, the source of the data
on Col Hrdlicka s unknown, but it was not obtained in the manner described
by the American in Thailand in Joint Casualty Resolution Center report T83-

354.

4. 1t is worth noting that those involved in this reporting are U.S.
residents with "business interests" in Thailand. There is a reasonable
possibility that these sources are connected and they may decide to expand on
their story to gain attention or raise funds for a private foray. In this
fnstance the Frenchman has a track record of tnvolvement with U.S. “PW

d uent U rupnrt Ghai snabps
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UN:«.cD STATES GOVERNMENT
it W * memorandum

¢
Mruor: PW

OATE

. 1099/PW

sussect: Response to FOIA Request, Case 0670-92

vo, DSP-1 (FOIA)
Ref: DSP-1 memo  2,450), 10 Aug 92 (enclosure 1).

1. Reference requested that DIA (PW) conduct a file search in
responsa to a request from Mrs. Carol Hrdlicka, wife of Colonel
David lidlicka, USAF, missing in Laos. Mrs. Hrdlicka is
requestihg "all documents that have recently been declassified
concerning MIA/POW's in Laos." Specifically, she is requesting
"all the documents pertaining to rescue attempts made to gain the
freedom of Col David L. Hrdlicka USAF and Col Charles Shelton
USAF." Mrs. Hrdlicka believes the first rescue attempt was code
named “Duck Soup."

2. Regarding her broad general request, please inform Mrs.
Hrdlicka that all declassified documents pertaining to missing in
action from the war in Southeast Asia have been placed in the
public domain and will be available through the Library of
Congress. In answer to her specific request, please inform Mrs.
Hrdlicka that we have no records that the U.S. Government has
ever mounted a rescue attempt for either Colonel Hrdlicka or
Colonel Shelton. Based upon numerous inquiries due to articles
in the public media, DIA undertook a records search, with the
help of other government offices, to determine whether any
operation by the name of "Duck Soup" ever actually occurred. The
results of our inquiries revealed that, in 1949, a limited U.S.
Government operation code named "Duck Soup" did occur. The
nature of the operation remains classified. However, the
operation was completely unconnected with the POW/MIA issue and
was completely unconnected with the area of Southeast Asia.

3. A DD Form 2086 is provided as enclosure 2.

4. POC for this action is John Horn, (703) 908-2761.

B

2 Enclosures CHARLES F. TROWBRIDGE, JR.
1, DSP-1 memo _ 2,450), Deputy Chief
' 10 Aug 92 Special Office for Prisoners

2. DD Form 2086 of War and Missing in Action
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T SECRET

Chapter VI

See-Saw on the Plain (U) .

“XS)_During the summer of 1965, as Vang Pao edged toward Hua Muong (Lima Site S8),
-~ Ambassador Sullivan and military authorities spent much time and effort seeking a way to halt
U}\ communist aerial resupply ﬂxghts mto nonheastem Laos The embassy first got wind of these
"*_?_.; flights in April, when; r RSNy oty rts suggested a pair of Soviet-built
>+ I1-14 aircraft might be makmg occasxonal mght runs fmm North Vietnam, one dropping flares
and the other dispensing cargo. Since the intelligence was sketchy, it was possible the flares

were ground fired and the flights covert 34—Alpha (34—A) missions.! Even if they were enemy
planes, the chances of catching one in the act seemed pretty slim; Pathet Lao territory was “nasty
country” at night, demanding the best nav1gatxonal equipment and pilot skills. There was also an
outside chance the transports were engaged in innocent passage or had Souphanouvong or other

Pathet Lao officials on board. If so, Sullivan believed Souvanna would rule out any attempt to

down the aircraft. In fact, the very thought of American fighters blazing away at a transport
loaded with Pathet Lao very important persons already had Sullivan “spinning his prayer wheel.”
Nonetheless, as part of the April 17 relaxation of Washington control over air operations,
President Johnson approved the use of U.S. aircraft to mtercept these flights. His decision was
somewhat unusual, catching Sullivan and Souvanna by surprise, for neither had requested it. All

in all, however, Sullivan welcomed the President’s action.

“~S), Yankee Team photos later confirmed two North Vietnamese II-14s parked at the
Samneua airfield. The country team’s consensus was that it was best to attack these planes on
the ground, but Souvanna had banned air strikes on the town or airfield and leaned toward the
RLAF T-28s flying the mission. He also had prohibited hitting the II-14s at remote landing sites
or in the air since they could be carrying passengers. The only avenue open was to catch the
North Vietnamese flagrantly dropping supplies by parachute. For this reason, Souvanna soon
reversed his preference for the T-28s (he concluded they might bungle the jOb) and wondered
instead if the Air Force could undertake such “a refined type of intercept.”

~XS).PACAF thought the mission could be conducted by Souvanna’s ground rules but not
until precise information on the flights was at hand. Thus, during most of May, the GCI radar
sites at Nakhon Phanom and Udom monitored the Il-14s. They found that the North Vietnamese
had now switched to day operations and occasionally flew as far south as the Plain of Jars. By
May 23, two fixed routes (with offloading in two northeast areas) were pinpointed. Deeming the
waming time for scrambling interceptors sufficient, the 2d Air Division suggested that Bango
F—4Cs begin a ground alert at Udom for this mission on June 1. The air support operations center
would launch the F4Cs in flights of from four to ten, depending on the number of target aircraft
airbome and the routes followed. (Enemy flights varied from one to six transports.) Positive
identification was to be made prior to any attack, and all intercepts made within Laotian air

+

1. (S) 34-A operations were covert operations carried out north of the Demilitarized Zone.

2. (S) Msgs, SECSTATE/SECDEF to AmEmb Vientiane, 914, Apr 17, 1965, AmEmb Vientiane o SECSTATE,
1689, Apr 19, 1965; memo, Rear Adm Francis J. Blouin, USN, Dir/FE Region, ASD/ISA, to Alvin Friedman, ASD/ISA,
subj: Duck Soup, Sep 7, 1965. b

3. (S) Msgs, AmEmb Vientiane to SECSTATE, 1725, Apr 23, 1965, 1802, May 4, 1965.

171
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The War in Northern Laos

operating conditions in northem Laos. They would be given enemy aircraft identification training
before deployment. Their planes, armed only with .50-caliber machineguns, would stand daily
alert until five in the evening, when they would take off from Long Tieng and be in the vicinity
of the most recent sightings within twenty minutes. They would then loiter to dusk before flying
back to Udom. If a North Vietnamese transport was seen, the T-28s would give chase but
withhold fire until the FAG team at Lima Site 36 approved. Since Souvanna had agreed to Duck -
Soup, Sullivan envisioned no problem in getting him to accept this modified plan but did not
foresee the State Department’s opposition.
S)Leonard Unger, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs, put Sullivan
on notice that State was not willing to run the risk of Americans flying T-28s in Laos, except
during an emergency, se and rescue mission in planes marked with U.S. insignia. He thought
the use of Laotian/ Q%zﬁydots for Duck Soup should be explored. With all the pilots trained
by Water Pump, surely Sullivan could find two such individuals. Like Air America personnel,
they should undergo intensive aircraft identification training before being sent to Long Tieng. To
make sure the Laotian” &&EE pilots fully understood the instructions passed to them, Unger =
suggested stationing réliable Interpreters in the Vientiane air operations center and with the s
forward air guide at Lima Site 36. Lastly, the former ambassador said there was no evidence of £
Soviet involvement in the airlift; but if their participation became evident, all intercepts were A A

forbidden.!! =
TS).The Joint Chiefs reminded Admiral Sharp that had been laid on by the%
“highest authority,” and that he and Ambassador Sullivan should come up with a solution,

preferably one not using U.S. personnel. Sharp, however, sided with Sullivan; it was better for
American pilots to tackle such a sensitive undertaking than the Laotians €£%® /If an American
pilot was shot down, the admiral felt the chances of his falling into the wrong hands could be
reduced by enlarging the search and rescue force during all(guck Souploperations.!?

~8)_Meanwhile, Colonel Tyrrell and General Murphy ack-to-the-dramng-board
session at Udom, trying to hammer out a plan acceptable to Washington. The air attaché and
deputy commander decided to substitute Bango F—4Cs for the T-28s. The Udom jets would pull
ground alert beginning at five each evening, allowing 4@ America time to complete resupply
missions in northeast Laos before having to clear the area. If the Lima Site 36 forward air
controller did not call for a scramble, the F—4s would take off at dusk for an airbome alert in
the general vicinity of Na Khang. If a North Vietnamese transport showed up and sufficient
light remained for a positive identification before making a firing pass, the FAC would call in \
the F4s. (’I‘yrrell and Murphy also held that the A-1Es were just as reliable for this type
mission as jets.)!

XS} After consulting with Ambassador Sullivan on July 18, Admiral Sharp again stated that
the best solution was to station two T-28s with®®/America pilots at Long Tieng and to follow
the format sketched out by the ambassador, including the additional SAR forces. Tyrrell’s and
Murphy’s F4 proposal was acceptable, since it also included American personnel. Sharp thought
it was time for the Joint Chiefs to convince the State Department to modify its objections to €2
America pilots flying intercept missions. The chiefs dropped the impasse into McNamara's lap
in the hope he could talk Secretary of State Rusk into reconsidering.!*

~S).Over the next month, Washington reviewed the intercept problem. On August 24,
Undersecretary of State George W. Ball expressed strong reservations about these missions,

10. (S) Msg, AmEmb Vientiane to SECSTATE. 2079, Jun 25, 1965.

11. (S) Msg, SECSTATE to AmEmb Vientiane, 1121, Jun 30, 1965.

12. (S) Msgs, JCS o CINCPAC, 5168, 031650Z Jul 65, CINCPAC to AmEmb Vientiane, 032317Z Jul 65.
13. (S) Msg, AmEmb Vientiane to CINCPAC, SECSTATE, 18, Jul 6, 1965.

14. (S) Msg, CINCPAC to JCS, 180035Z Jul 65; memo, Blouin to Friedman, Sep 7, 1965.
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particularly when the last sighting (from a non-American source, at that) had been on June 21.
Furthermore, the Pentagon was troubled over the number of aircraft that would be tied down on
alert. The State Department’s stance compelled Sullivan to closely reexamine Duck Soup.
Although enemy transports were spotted on July 15 (several at night), July 25 (two in the late
afternoon), and on August 10 (several at night), he now deemed the flights too few to justify a
full-time alert. The downtum in sightings was partially attributed to poor weather, but GCI radars
showed that the North Vietnamese had gone back to flying chiefly at night. Since there were no
all-weather interceptors in the theater he could call on, the ambassador sought discretionary
authority to trigger Duck Soup when sightings and conditions warranted. He did not say if he
would use the T-28s or F4s but agrccd to keep Washington informed. On September 2, Admiral
Sharp endorsed Sullivan’s position.'S

(S). Three weeks passed with no action on Sullivan’s request. Finally, at the urging of the
JCS, McNamara approached Rusk on September 24. He was told that Sullivan would not receive
this authority because the drops had fallen off and were almost entirely at night. State further - -
pointed out that, over the past five months, neither Souvanna nor any other RLG official had
raised the resupply subject with the ambassador. The matter m ‘ght loglcally bc cxpected to come
£ up if the airift was hurtmg thc Royal Laouan Govemment = :

mformanon e e Sulhvan on the 28th but the State Department wanted"E}m to
understand it had not closed the door to using America pilots in T—28 intercepts. If enemy
aerial resupply resumed in force, the decision would be reexamined.®

~(S) Sullivan realized that State was set against Duck Soup. In early October, when Maj. Gen.
Quane Rathikone. RLA Chief of Staff, reported that II-14s were making occasional daylight
drops in Luang Prabang Province from the general area of Dien Bien Phu, Sullivan did not ask
for reactivation of the intercepts. Instead, he promised Ouane he would see if U.S. strikes could
be cycled against Dien Bien Phu in the hope of catching some of the transports on the ground.
However, when the ambassador sent the information to COMUSMACYV, it was in an almost
offhand manner—if Westmoreland had a few spare aircraft he did not havc targets for, he might
find it profitable to schedule them against the Dien Bien Phu airfield.!”

"XS). Duck Soup was not considered again, and an incident in South Vietnam in mid-
September may have had a bearing on this, even though the incident was not mentioned in any
State Department cables to Sullivan. Two F-100s made a pass so close to an ICC C—46 that the
startled commission pilot nearly lost control of his plane. The ICC sent a strong protest to
Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge, and the 2d Air Division investigated the matter. Although the
pilots were cleared, State could not understand how Air Force fighters could intercept an aircraft
that had “ICC” stenciled in large letters on the wing and fuselage. If this could happen in the
clear weather and broad daylight of South Vietnam, the chances for mistakes were much higher
in Laos where the weather was poor and there were innumerable nonmilitary flights, including
two a week between Hanoi and Vientiane. Since the intercepts were limited to the late afternoon
and twilight, the odds against positive identification and for an inadvertent shootdown were far
higher. The near miss in South Vietnam may well have ended any State Department endorsement
of Duck Soup.

15. (S) Msgs, SECSTATE to AmEmb Vientiane, 130, Aug 24, 1965, AmEmb Vientiane to SECSTATE, 220, Aug
28, 1965, CINCPAC 1o JCS,020537Z Sep 65.

16. (S) Memo, SECDEF to CJICS, subj: Enemy Resupply Activity Northen Laos Duck Soup, Sep 24, 1965; msg,
SECSTATE/SECDEF to AmEmb Vientiane, 192, Sep 28, 1965.

17. (S) Msg, AmEmb Vientiane to COMUSMACY, SECSTATE, 330, Oct 4, 1965.
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“S).If Admiral Sharp thought that back in February he had satisfied Ambassador Sullivan’s
need for H-34s, he was too optimistic. In early June, Sullivan told the' DEPCHJUSMAGTHALI,
Col. Jack G. Comett, USA, that the esv America helicopter fleet needed to be increased to
twenty-six H-34s due to SAR commitments. Nevertheless, the worldwide shortage of these
machines persisted, and those that could be found were costly to maintain. Even if & America
got the helicopters, it had to find qualified flying personnel or train the pilots from scratch.
Moreover, the required expansion of the airline’s Udom facilities would not be cheap. Comett
concluded that if the H-34 remained the backbone of the «msAmerica fleet, the U.S. effort in
Laos was in trouble.!®

TS).Two USAF CH-3Cs arrived in Thailand on July 5, and Comett proposed that the embassy
authorize the use of those aircraft for SAR in northern Laos (CH-3Cs had already been approved
for SAR over North Vietnam). Unlike the HH-43s, there was no need to pre-position these two
machines at remote lima sites. If an aircraft was lost in Laos, Cornett envisioned the nearest H-34
or CH-3 flying to the rescue. It would most likely be a CH-3, since one would be on ground alert
at Nakhon Phanom during all planned missions. By using the CH-3s, extra H-34s would not be
needed for # America, which could use the sixteen it had for cargo hauling, and the Udom
facilities would not require expansion. All told, a lot of Laos MAP funds could be saved."

TS).Comett was well aware of Sullivan's reluctance to use the Air Force and his high esteem
for s=zpAmerica. He admitted that the airline pilots that had been there for some time knew the
area better than their USAF counterparts, but training and orientation flights could overcome this
handicap. Moreover, new #& America pilots were no different than USAF types; both came to
Laos without local experience and both had to leam the country. Admiral Sharp at once threw
his weight behind Comett. At a July 9 meeting between embassy and deputy chief personnel,
Vientiane’s representatives sided with the military.?

~(S).Even though country team members opted for USAF SAR helicopters in Laos, Ambassador
Sullivan still preferred ®= America. He realized that sooner or later he would have to.accept
USAF HH-43s and/or CH-3s for SAR in this area on a “first-come, first-served basis;" but before
giving in on this touchy subject, the ambassador wanted Washington’s guidance. In the interim,
he discussed the matter at Udom with Colonel Cornett and Lt. Gen. Paul S. Emrick, PACOM
Chief of Staff. They agreed that, for the time being, the final decision would be left hanging.
Sullivan also accepted an interim limit of twenty-one for the H-34s.2!

“(S).Two HH—43s and two CH-3Cs were at Nakhon Phanom, two HH—43s were at Udom,
and six HH-3s were due to arrive in Thailand during September and October. As soon as the
crews for the HH-3s were checked out, the HH-43s and CH-3s would be withdrawn from
Thailand. Wanting to “explore all alternatives,” Washington asked Sullivan to clarify if these
Thai-based USAF helicopters would do SAR from bases in Thailand and land in Laos just to
refuel or would they stand ground alert at various lima sites. If the latter were the case,
Washington wanted to know what sites were involved, what the risks of exposure were, if it
would be wiser to limit the Air Force to flying SAR only in Steel Tiger and North Vietnam, and
if Sou;'lanna had been consulted or his permission obtained for USAF rescue operations in northern
Laos?

18. (S) Msg, DEPCHJUSMAGTHALI to CINCPAC, 070900Z Jul 65. In this message, Colonel Comett repeated to
Admiral Sharp a cable he had sent to Ambassador Sullivan.

19. (S) /bid.

20. (S) Ibid; msgs, CINCPAC (Adm Sharp) to AmEmb Vientdane (Amb Sullivan), 072228Z Jul 65,
DEPCHJUSMAGTHAI to CINCPAC, 091205Z Jul 6S.

21. (S) Msgs, AmEmb Vientiane to SECSTATE, 21, Jul 13, 1965, AmEmb Vientiane (Amb Sullivan) to CINCPAC
(Adm Sharp), 130711Z Jul 65.

22. (S) Msg, SECSTATE/SECDEF to AmEmb Vientiane, 56, Jul 21, 1965.
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ADMINISTRATIVE MESSAGE ' O M0 A g
ROUTINE Y W
(E 081842Z JUL 91)ZY3 PSN 592863P33
FM CDR JCRC BARSERS PT AI '; -
TO JCRC LIAISON BAN3XOK TH HQ AFMPC RANDJLPA AFB TX/)U?EEBIV’
INFO JOINT STAFF §ASHINSTON DC//PA=MIA/JS// [eeg - €00
USCINCPAC HINDLULY 41//J3// DIA WASHINGTON DZ//PW=MIA//
SECSTATE WASHINSTIN DC//EAP/VLC// AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE '

SECDEF WASHINGTIN DC//04SD=ISA/PA=MIA//
AHITE HQUSE NATIOVA.. SECURITY CJOUNCIL WASH D
CORUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI//DAPC=PED<H//

MSGID/SYS.RRM/CIR JCRC//. ;

AMPN/SUBJ: AMALYSIS OF L4 MILITARY MUSEUM VISIT IV VIENTIANE,
LAJS// £

REF/A/RMG/JCRC LNJ 3KK TH/071206ZMAY91//

RMKS/1. REF A REPIRTED VARIOUS ARTICLES VIEWED BY A J,S. TEAM
AHD VISITED THE LAO MILITARY MUSEUM IN VIENTIANE, LAOS OURING MAY
1991, THE FOLLIWINS IS THE INITIAL ANALYSIS OF INFORMATIOM
COMTAINED IN REF. A, COMMENTS ON EACH ENTRY RELATE TO THE ORDER
IN WHICH THEY APPEZAR IN REF A, :

A, BLJOD CHIT MUM3ER 224568: (PARA 2, REF A) THIS BLOOD
CHIT CORRELATES WITH CAPTAIN JOSEPH S, PIRRUCCELLOD, REFMD 1536,
CAPTAIN PIRRUCCZILLO’S AIRCRAFT CRASHED 9V 8 DEC 68 AFTER: IT wAS
HIT BY GRUUMD FIRE IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COOROINATES JHS593727
APPROXIMATELY SIX KILOMZTERS AEST OF BAN CHATHAQ, HOJAPHAN ’
PRIVINCE, LAQS, (¢APTAIN PIRRUCCELLD IS UNACCOUMTED FIR,

Be TAIL NJUM3EX 0-17746: (PARA 3, REF A) WJCRC FI1LZS
INDICATE TWJ AIRCRAFT LIJSSES CONTAINING THE NUMBERS 17746. TAIL
NUMBER 517746 RELATZS TO A LAD AIR FORCE T=26, LOST, IN 24 JUN 74,
TAIL NUMBER 6717746 RELATES TJ A UHel HELICDPTER LIST 34 4 DEC .

68, NEITHER LOSS INVOLVED UNACCOUNTED FOR INOIVIDUALS,. 4
C. OATA PLATE, AITH MJMBER 53-310010-11: (PARA 4, REF A)
MCOONNELL DOUGLAS DZTERMINED THE DATA PLATE IS FROM AN F=4
RAQOOME, THE RADOME WOULD HAVE BEEN USEQ OM AM AIRCRAFT WITH A
SERIAL NUMBER BEITAEZIN 65=-284 AND 69-2741. THIS SERIA.: VUMBER

DLVR:COR JCRC BAR3ERS PT Hfjgz...oRxs A?L'
Rro:ooa-oOO/CGPIESyetvr

592863/8835/19] iR ST R, T T TR 8 081842Z JuL 91
CSN:RXBP0233 COR JCRC BARBERS PT HI

Crd S0l tea-ol 8 sr e e 0 an i RN R RE I st baai B0ttt 000
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RANGE AOULD INCLUDE MOST F=4 AIRCRAFT PRODUCED 3ETWEEN 1966 AND

1969,
D. THE PHIT) (PARA S, REF A) CORRELATES T3 CAPTAIN DAVID L.
HROLICKA, REFNO 0084. JN 18 MAY 65, A¥ F=105 AIRCRAFT. PILOTED &Y
CAPTAIN HROLICKA. A3 HIT- 3Y GROUND FIRE A4ILE OVER HIUAPHAN
PRIVINCE, LAOS., CAPTAIN HROLICKA PARACHUTED FRJIM THE AIRCRAFT
AND LANOED IN THE VICINITY JF GRID COOJROINATES vH180533. HE WAS
JB3ERVED BEIMG LED AANAY By INDIVIDUALS WHO #gRE IN THE IMMEDIATE -
AREA OF HIS LANDIVG., SEVERAL MONTHS LATER, A PJIRT CAPTURE
PHITOGRAPH OF CAPTALN HRALICKA APPEARED IN PRAVDA, A MISCOW
NENSPAPER. IN JyLY 19686, THE NEASPAPER QUAD D3I THAN JAN
FEATURED A STORY )N HIS CAPTURE, ALSJ, A TAPE. RECIRDING. MADE BY
CAPTAIN HRALICKA 4A3 BRJADCAST THE SAME MOMTH. SUBSEIUINT,
REPORTS ALLEGE THAT CAPTAIN HRALICKA. AAS HELD IN CAVES IN THE
VICINITY OF BAN NAKAY TZU (VH1985351) AND BAN NAXAY NEJA
(VH197572) AND DIED OF MALNYTRITION, QAP IS

ggésnnuuxﬁn,aaa. T4E PHOTO OBSERVED IN THE MJSEJM dAS N SEEN
ORE. ODURING THE 8=9 APR 9% JOINT INVESTIGATION, THE TEAM
INTERVIEWED AITNESSES aAvV0 EXAMIMED A CEMETERY AND CAVE. ASSOCIATED

AITH CAPTAIM HRILICKA®S CINFIMEMENT. ALTHOUGH THE INFIIYATION
DBTAINEO IS GENERAL.Y CINSISTEMT AITH PREVIOUS REPIRT3 CORRELATED
TO THIS CASE, THE TZAM LOCATED MO EVIOENCE IMDICATING CAPTAIN
HROLICKA’S FATE. 3 >

2. FOR AFMPC: THIS EVALUATIOM MAY 3E RELEASED T3J THE APPRQPRIATE:
NOK UPON REMOVAL: JF ALL OTHER NAMES, SANITIZED COPIES JF REF A AILL
BE FORAARDED SEPARATELY.// ;

EVAL=SLG//
ar
»
592863/8835/191 2 JFL 2 Ml 0307 191/38:432 081842Z JyL 91!.

CSNsRXBF0238 COR JCRXC BARBERS pPT HI
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sllowing are examples of cases in which Americans were last
under circumstances which clearly indicate the governments
i should have information on their fate. The capture of these
bstantiated by evidence such as post-capture photography,
eports, propaganda broadcasts, intelligence reports, etc. These
dly a small sample of Americans carried as discrepancy cases,
.ome last known alive, which are prioritized for joint
in the country of loss.

Col Anderson's F-4 aircraft was downed over North
Vietnam on October 6, 1972. He and his back seater
M ~ ejected and were in radio contact with rescue

forces. Anderson said, "I have a good parachute,

am in good shape and can see no enemy forces on
the ground.” Radio Hanoi reported the capture of a
number of U.S. pilots that day, yet Anderson’'s plane
was the only one lost. His back seater was
immediately captured and released during
"Operation Homecoming” the following year.

Captured in September 1963, DeBruin was
photographed with his surviving crewmembers

(all foreign nationals) and in later years was joined
by other Americans. In 1966, one of the Americans
and a Thai national successfully escaped from the
Pathet Lao and provided information on DeBruin.
The Lao Government has recently participated with
U.S. officials to conduct field investigations,

however, the results to date are inconclusive.

Document #2056657

DAVID HRDLICKA
USAF

PHILIP TERRILL
JAMES SALLEY
USA
VIETNAM
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After bailing out of his plane over Laos

in May 1965, Col Hrdlicka was seen on the

ground and a flight member circling above

believed he saw the American being led away by
his captors. Information obtained from nearby
villagers and "ralliers” indicated Hrdlicka was a
prisoner. His captivity was further substantiated by
a photograph published in a Soviet newspaper and
a May 1966 broadcast of a recording he allegedly
made. Intelligence reports indicate that he died in
captivity. This case has been the subject of

repeated joint investigations, thus far without
success.

In March 1971 Viet Cong and Hanoi radio
broadcasts recounting the capture of Americans
appear to describe the circumstances
surrounding the loss of SFS5 Terrill and MSGT
Salley. In addition to sighting reports of

the two men, their status was confirmed by
former U.S. POWs who said both men died after
capture. Salley was on the Viet Cong died in
captivity list, but Terrill was not. Both are

still unaccounted for.

15

000061



Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL Document 261-4 Filed 10/22/16 Page 3 of 22
US_CA Case #22-5235  Document #2056657 Filed: 05/28/2024 ~ Page 59 of 78

U - "OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE '

2| WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301-2400 DEC 2 1993

In reply refer to:

REGIONAL I-93/56130

SECURITY AFFAIRS

Mrs. Carol Hrdlicka

DATH.

..:Dear Mrs. Hrdlicka;:'
“-"*"'Thig§ is in reply to your :letter ‘of .October—-14, 199%; to tha = 517
‘Assistant Secretary of Defense for Regional Security Affairs :
concerning allegations of misstatements and avoidance of your
requests for information on the case of your husband, Colonel
David Hrdlicka.

‘.

-~

During the past several months, written responses have Yeen
prepared by the Defense POW/MIA Office in reply to each of your
requests for information. These have included requests directly
from you, requests through the Air Force casualty office, Freedom
of Information requests, and requests referred from other
agencies to me on your behalf. I have reviewed each of your
requests and personally validated the information in the
responses, whether they were signed by me or by others in the
chain of command. Dated copies of each of these replies are
placed in your husband’s file for historical purposes. Each
response has been as thorough as our knowledge of the known facts
in his case has permitted. Apart from this, all other informa-
tion in our possession that relates to Colonel Hrdlicka has been
provided to you. I regret that you feel this is inadequate.

To summarize again the known facts in Colonel Hrdlicka’s
case: on 18 May 1965, his F-105 aircraft was hit by ground fire
while over Houa Phan (formerly Sam Neua) Province, Laos. He
ejected successfully and parachuted to the ground. Other flight
members saw him being led away by people in the area of his
landing. Intense ground fire prevented rescue aircraft from
entering the area. A U.S. helicopter landed in a nearby friendly
village where the inhabitants reported that he had been captured
and taken away by the Pathet Lao. Several months later, a post-
capture photograph of Colonel Hrdlicka appeared in the Soviet
newspaper Pravda. In July 1966, the Vietnamese newspaper, Quan
Doi Nhan Dan, featured a story on his capture, and a tape
recording allegedly made by him was broadcast by Pathet Lao
radio. Subsequent information indicates that he was held in
caves in the vicinity of Ban Nakay Teu and Ban Nakay Neua, Laos.
Regrettably, intelligence reporting indicates that he died in
captivity in the mid-1960s, and was buried near the cave complex.
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In April 1991, a joint U.S.--Lao recovery team visited the
cave area where Colonel Hrdlicka was likely held and searched the
location for a grave. 'The area searched was based upon informa-
tion provided unilaterally by the Lao Government, as well as
first-hand and hearsay information provided by other Lao sources.
.While -these 1nvest1gathns did. not preduce his. remalns, his case

... continués’.to, be a: hlghrprlan;ty in the ongoing. efforts-to: accountf;h"f,f_

: " for our missing.in action from thé- war in. Southeast A51a..“
Colonel Hrdlicka fiqures prominently in our negotiations with the
Lao Government. :

I hope you will understand how earnestly we are seeking the

answers to the fate of our missing men. =
°

Sincerely,

T A Sl .

Joseph A. Schlatter, Jr.
Colonel, USA
Acting Deputy Director
(POW/MIA Affairs)

ce:
ASD/RSA
U.S. Air Force casualty office
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In the Jungles of Central and
Southern Laos
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321
SHCH36

Artist V. Kochkin

Shedrov, Ivan Mikhaelovich

THE PARTISAN PATH OF LAOS: Recollections of Laotian
Friends who were returning a bright future to a country of a
million elephants and white awnings. M.,”Young Guard”,
1970.

112 s.{pages]) with i1l. (“Rovesnik”)

Editor I. Saboea .
Artistic Editor I. Korodeynikov
Technical Editor U. Boyko

Sent for typesetting 27 Jan 1970 g.[year] sent to press 22
May 1970 g.[year] L02624, Format 84x108 '/5,, Paper No 2,
Pech. 1. 3,5 (usl. 5,88) + 8 wkl. Uch.-izd. 1. 9,7. Tirazh
60,000 ekz.[copies) Price 34 kopecks T.P. 1970 g.[year] No.
169, Order 2900.

Press of the publishing house of the TSK VLKSM[Central
Committee of the All-Union Lenin Young Communist

League] ”Young Guard”, Moscow, A-30, Sushchevskaya[street
name}, 21.
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Washington’s Air War

The dim glow of the kerosene lamp won back a small
lighted space from the endless semi-darkness of the cavern.
The grotto beneath the gigantic one hundred meter stone
boulder serves simultaneously as a refuge and a living
space. Here is one's routine in life. Quiet now, it is_
possible to feast one’s eyes through the broad apertures
upon a quaint mountain landscape. Since the start of the
latest air raids, all the inhabitants are retiring by way of
the gloomy rock passageway to the humid interior of the
cavern, where the light and the sound of battle cannot
penetrate. In the sixth year of the war hundreds of
thousands of Laotians live in such conditions. However it
is not what it seems. This is a special cavern. The
cavern’s peculiarity is the work of “cave architecture”,
which has sprung up quite recently in the bleak war time
conditions. This is a kind of experiment. In 1968, under a
decision of the TSK PFL (Central Committee of the Laotian
Patriotic Front], a special composite construction brigade
was established. They are occupied, as well as conditions
permit, in preparing well built, “multi-level mountain
buildings.” Demolition .experts start the work and
carpenters, joiners and painters complete it. We were
already able to visit large “well-built mountain
skyscrapers” -a military hospital, quarters, of the central
organizations of the PFL. Our cavern was called the Hotel
“Friendship”. April 1969, the date of opening, was written
on the walls, We, the delegation of the Union of
journalists of the USSR - I. Loboda of Izvestiya, a Kievian
from RATAU (Ukrainian News Agency)] V. Eremko, and myself -
the first permanent members of the delegation. Here in the
cavern there is a restaurant, a movie theater, a living area
separating one from another by curtains, and a safe bomb
shelter in the depths of the cavern. But even here through
the apertures of the cavern the caustic smoke of something
burning penetrates, a reminder that tragedy is commonplace
for these places.

A half-hour ago we heard the far off sound of aircraft
engines. Without even peering into the foggy horizon, our .
Laotian escort Suktavong determined: “AD-6 from an aircraft
carrier of the American Seventh Fleet. You need to be
careful with him. He is most often used as a controller.

He spots the targets and then calls the fighter-bombers.”

At high altitude a Naval Scout makes one sinister circle
after another, he doesn’'t disappear from our field of vision
behind the ridge, in whose depths our grotto is located. 1In
2 few seconds a fallen bomb explodes approximately 300
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meters directly in front of us along side of the inhabited
cavern., Thick, black streaks of fire and smoke swiftly
began to crawl in various directions and then roll up into
large, low, mushroom clouds over the valley. Cries for help
are heard from the neighboring cavern, but anti-personnel
bombs cover them up. A fatal whirlwind raged for about 20
minutes. “The Yanks” dropped 8 containers- nearly 900
thousand flying steel fragments in a small clearing with a
radius of 300-400 meters. Hugging the humid rock wall of
the cavern we silently observed one more bandit raid. Only
after half an hour were they finally able to bring down the
flames and get rid of the evidence of the raid. No one was
injured in our grotto. Only the “Gazinki”[lLorries] which
were hidden in the bushes were punctured by fragments.

This time the criminals left unpunished, but the
people’s retribution is catching up with them more
frequently. I happened to have the occasion to meet with
several of the pilots who were taken prisoner in northern
Laos and to hear their confessions. Here is one of these
meetings. :

In the middle of the cavern there is a long table. On
it are small porcelain cups with fragrant green tea, dishes
of candy and three kerosene lamps. At the table there are
about fifteen people. Several managed to také off their
Brownings and Colts, hanging them on.the c¢rossbeam alongside
the table. The others placed their weapons on the back of
the benches. .

The short Laotian is addressing those gathered:
-Comrades, friends, brothers! Allow me to open the
press conference, organized by the departments of propaganda

and agitation of the TSK PFL. At this conference we will
discuss the new measures being taken by the USA to broaden
the armed intervention in our country and will get to know
an American pilot, who was shot down over Laos. I give the
floor.to Sisan Sisane, a member of the TSK PFL.

We do not intend to have the same sort of press
conference - he says. Therefore, today I would like to
briefly give a general overview of the situation.

Those who are present know about the situation that has
developed in Laos over the past several years. Since the
first days of peace and afterwards, the days of war, we
witnessed for ourselves the rapidly developing events. More
than once, fate has taken us with several of the
correspondents who are sitting here, on the front lines of
Laos. More than once we have been bombed and shared the
last bowl of rice in the gray dismal caves. Almost all have
come here from the regions near the front, going tens and
even hundreds of kilometers on broken and eroded roads.

In a few minutes we will hear from an American pilot
shot down in this region. His name is Dehvid Luis Khrdlika.

s : el
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He is a Captaifn in the United States Air Force. He flew
from the American base in Tahkli in neighboring Thailand.
He was the lead aircraft in a group of three jet-powered F-
105 fighter bombers. Having bombed a marked objective,
right here in the province of Sam-Nea, Khrdlicka was shot
down by an anti-aircraft battery while en route home. This
was the fourth and final combat mission for the American
Captain. "I admit, -the voice of the pilot was heard in the
entire cavern, - that I took part in the aggression against
the peaceful Laotian people, who are carrying on a just
struggle. While a prisoner I was given modern medical
treatment. I have been well treated. I ask for
forgiveness...” The son of a Czech immigrant who abandoned
his native land in the search of good fortune, became a
mercenary and war criminal.

The article on Dehvid Luis Khrdlicka and his prison
mates was published in Pravda along with a photograph.
Several months later I received a letter from California.
Mrs. Dzheyms Dzh. Ehvans wrote, that on the advice from
friends, she found Pravda where the article was written. 1In
the newspaper photograph she saw a man who looked much like
her husband., He too was a military pilot who bombed Laos
and did not return from one of his missions. She asked for
help to clear up the fate of her husband. Is he alive or
dead? “Maybe, - inquired Mrs. Ehvans, - you confused the
photograph. If this is-not him, maybe you met my husband.
Maybe some European was detained several years in the dark
caves?” :

Representatives from the Pathet-Lao reported to me that
they don’t know anything about Mr. Ehvans. Possibly he died
in the crash. I am now writing my response to Alameda,
California. I am reporting that I don’t know anything about
her husband, I am telling her about Washington’s “secret
war” against Laos.

The widows of America should know with what their
husbands were and are involved in Laos, you know they are
hiding the truth... i

In January 1966 the Pentagon confirmed for the first
time a report that two American military planes had been
shot down by anti-aircraft fire over Laos. However, it was
stressed that they were allegedly “completing a
reconnaissance mission.” In May of the same year, an
official representative of the Pentagon reported that in the
past two years eleven military servicemen were killed and
about twenty were missing in action in Laos. In August a
newer, more precise definition was given: “Since May of
1964, when American aviation started reconnaissance flights
over Laotian territory, thirty American military servicemen
have died.” Only in the summer of 1967 did several Pentagon
Generals make a partial admission that the United States Air
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Force has been conducting one-man, self-defense raids in
Lactian territory since May of 1964.

In the spring of 1969 some very curious documents fell
into my hands -~ The list of 97 American pilots missing in
action in Laos. The list gives the first name, last name,
military rank, and even the date of their last flight,
Although the document was stamped with the seal of the
International Red Cross, from entirely reliable sources one
could ascertain that the real authors of the document were
the special services of the Pentagon. The list opens with
Lieutenant Dzh. Adam, “missing” 22 May 1968, and Colonel
Armstrong, “missing” 9 Nov 1967. Although the list was
somewhat “obsolete” (it was created in the fall of 1968) and
far from complete, it is possible to get a clear picture of
the escalation of the war. 1In 1965 the number of “missings”
was thirteen, in 1968 more than 30. However, in the summer
of 1969 American diplomats in Vientiane were already
unofficially talking about more the 200 American pilots, who
were “missing in action” during missions over the Liberated
regions.

On 17 May 1969 warring Laos celebrated the fifth
anniversary since the beginning of armed resistance against
.the American aggressors. Towards the evening of that daya
representative of the Commander in Chief's Headquarters
arrived at our place in the cave “hotel” and gave the latest
battle report: 1127 American airplanes and helicopters were
shot down over the Liberated region.

Representatives of the Main Staff reported that many
American pilots were unable to eject from their airplanes.
If the Pentagon receives confirmation of their deaths, then
the dead are automatically included in the total number of
losses in Vietnam. Moreover, in the mountainous, harxd to
reach, sparsely populated regions of Laos special U.S.
helicopter rescue detachments are successful in “fishing
out” the majority of the pilots who survived. The rest of
those who remain captive in the gray caves are awaiting the
end of the war and the decision on their fate,

But they will have to answer for the robbery. At the
end of 1968 a commission was formed in the Liberated regions
to expose the crime of the American imperialists. Here are
some facts it collected. In 1966, United States air forces
conducted 20 thousand combat sorties over the Liberated
regions, in 1967 more than 29 thousand. 1In the first half
of 1969 by data of American writers, the number quadrupled
in comparison to 1967.

The results of this illegal war are monstrous. Nearly
all of the cities and large population centers in the
Liberated territory are destroyed. Hundreds of thousands
were forced to relocate to the jungles and caverns.
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However, the Pentagon was obviously not pleased with
the events. American military specialists calculated, that
for 1968 alone, the war had cost the round sum of - one
billion dollars, and 83 percent of the equipment did not
result in losses inflicted on the enemy. The United States
Air Force Command’s excuse cited data on the sharp increase
of power and effectiveness of anti-aircraft activity of the
patriotic armed forces. All of this is secret. The
monstrous facts of the “secret war” are used in the
development of new adventurous plans.

In the sixth year of the war, the Pentagon is forced to
acknowledge their helplessness. The strategy of
“undermining the economy” as well as the numerous attempts
to expand the large offensive operations of the right wing
crack troops against the patriots collapsed.
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301-2400 4 {
06 AUG 1993

In reply refer to:
I-93/54309

INTERNATIONAL
SECURITY AFFAIRS

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADQUARTERS, AIR FORCE MILITARY PERSONNEL CENTER
(ATTENTION: MR. GEORGE ATKINSON)

SUBJECT: Request for Analysis of Information Correlated to
Colonel David Hrdlicka

Reference: Phonecon btwn Mrs. Carol Hrdlicka (PNOK of Col
David Hrdlicka) and LTC Jim Caswell of 24 Jun 93.

During referenced telephone conversation, Mrs. Hrdlicka
raised three questions/concerns, and requested an impartial
review of available information. In particular, Mrs. Hrdlicka
would like the following addressed:

1. Col Hrdlicka's assessed date of death.

2. Evidence of Col Hrdlicka's survival in the former
Soviet Union.

3. Basis for statement in October 1992 edition of the POW-
MIA Factbook regarding Col Hrdlicka's death while in
captivity.

Since Col Hrdlicka's loss incident on 18 May 1965, this
office has received a large volume of reporting from a number of
sources which suggests that he survived the downing of his F-105
aircraft, was apprehended, and held captive by Pathet Lao forces
near Vieng Xai, Houa Phan Province, Laos. On 24 May 1965, Pathet
Lao officials released a statement acknowledging the capture of
Col Hrdlicka; a photograph of Col Hrdlicka under armed escort
appeared in the 22 July 1965 edition of a Vietnamese magazine.

In 1966, Pathet Lao Radio broadcast portions of a letter
allegedly written by Col Hrdlicka to Prince Souphanouvong. On 18
May 1967, Mr. Phoumi Vongvichit, Secretary Genreral cf the Lao
Patriotic Front, confirmed Col Hrdlicka's capture in a telegram
to Canadian Minister of External Affairs. Two reports suggest
that an unidentified American pilot was transported from the
Vieng Xai area of Laos to Vietnam. One of these reports (TDCS-
314/04249-66 of 29 March 1966) which was previously believed to
be asscciated with Col Hrdlicka can no longer bs correlated to
him because I Hrdlicka was known to be alive in the Vieng Xai
area well after the source claimed he was transported to Vietnam.
The second report does not provide a date of information, but it
had to be prior to 5 January 1969, the date of the report. This
report states that two American pilots (one elderly and one
young) were moved to Hanol because they were considered
incorrigible. Available information suggests Col Hrdlicka was
not considered incorrigible. It should also be noted that no
Americans held in the Vieng Xai area were ever seen by American
POWs who returned from Vietnam. 1In late 1989, this office

EXHIBIT 24
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obtained hearsay information regarding an alleged escape attempt
by Col Hrdlicka, and his subsequent recapture and movement to one
of two areas, Vinh Province, Vietnam or the tri-border area
between Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia. Follow-up collection
activity determined that a well-known fabricator/self-proclaimed
resistance leader was behind this reporting. During a subsequent
interview, this individual admitted that he did not believe the
information reported. v

This office has received several reports which suggest that
American pilots being held in the Vieng Xai area died in
captivity. Two reports, TDCS-314/04155-68 of 12 March 1968, and
JCRC LIAISON message 160230Z April 1991, respectively identified
the deceased pilot as Davis/Davit or David and David K. Causes
of alleged death range from stomach disorders to malaria, fever,
and gunshot wounds. Dates of alleged death range from July 1965
to 1968; the 1968 date was provided by a Lao official during a
1982 League of Families trip to Vieng Xai. This Lao official’s
reporting, however, is questionable as he alleges that both
Shelton and Hrdlicka died of natural causes in 1968, and that
their graves both sustained direct hits by American bombs.
Additionally, the individual who reportedly buried the two pilots
(and should be able to identify the grave site) was allegedly
killed during the war. It should be noted that this office has
identified and spoken to two firsthand witnesses and several
hearsay witnesses to the alleged burial of an American pilot
during the 1965-1968 time frame. The witness interviewed in the
above referenced JCRC message claims to have personally cared for
"David K" for approximately eight months and was with the
prisoner when he died during the rainy season of 1967, "around
October". The information provided by these sources has been
pursued but no further details have been developed. Efforts are
still being made to interview an individual in Vientiane Province
who claims to know where an American pilot was buried near Vieng
Xai. Several of the reports of death once correlated to Col
Hrdlicka are now known not to correlate to him because they
contain dates of death prior to his last known alive date. This
confusion regarding date and cause of death is most likely due to
the fact that at least one other American, Col Shelton, was known
to have been captured and held in the caves of Vieng Xai at
approximately the same time as Col Hrdlicka. Other alleged
Americans were also reported to have been held in the Vieng Xai
area as well, but this office has not been able to identify any
other specific individuals. Concerning cause of death, while it
is not certain (all but one of the reports of Col Hrdlicka’s
death are hearsay), it is believed that Col Hrdlicka died in 1968
from malaria, some unidentified fever, or dietary complications
‘exacerbated by the lack of food and medicine in the area. This
conclusion is based on three factors: First, from available
reporting, we do not believe Col Hrdlicka was incorrigible,
reducing the likelihood of his being shot. Second, live
sightings of American pilots being held in the caves of Vieng Xai
are virtually non-existent after 1967. And finally, the Vieng
Xai area was subjected to an extensive bombing campaign in 1968
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which severely reduced food and medical supplies. It should also
be noted that Mr. Vongvichit, the Lao official who acknowledged
Col Hrdlicka's captivity in May of 1967, stated on 10 May 1973
that the Pathet Lao were holding no additional U.S. POWs. Mr.
Vongvichit also agreed to gather information regarding Col
Hrdlicka's fate and respond to American authorities at a later
date. This office has no record of Mr. Vongvichit providing the
requested information. U.S. representatives have taken every
opportunity throughout the years to obtain additional data
relative the status of Col Hrdlicka, and Mr. Vongvichit has been
included on the list of Lao officials to be interviewed as part
of an oral history project currently being developed (the Lao
Government has not yet approved). As an aside, it should be
noted that Mr. Vongvichit's statement regarding no additional
Americans in captivity was made three days after American citizen
Emmet Kay's Pilatus Porter was shot down over northern Laos. Mr.
Kay was returned to U.S. custody on 18 September 1974. On 21
November 1977, Col Hrdlicka's status was administratively changed
from detained to killed in action.

With regard to a possible Soviet/Russian connection, this
office has received no evidence/reporting of Col Hrdlicka being
transported out of Southeast Asia. The first suggestion of a
Russian connection occurred in 1993 when Mrs. Hrdlicka announced
her intent to guestion Major General Aleksander Kandaurov,
Director of the Center for Public. Information of the Ministry of
Security. During a follow-up interview with the General, Task
Force Russia interviewers were told that he had never seen Col
Hrdlicka's name on any list, and is not sure how Mrs. Hrdlicka
got the impression that he had. General Kandaurov's best guess
is that he told Mrs. Hrdlicka that the Joint Commission was most
likely aware of her husband's case and that his name was on a
list, probably the list of unaccounted for Americans which was
provided to the Russian side of the Joint Commission last year.

Mrs. Hrdlicka's concerns regarding statements made in the 92
edition of the POW-MIA Factbook will be addressed during next

revision of the Factbook. /////,

Joseph A. Schlatter, Jr.
Colonel, USA
Acting Deputy Director
POW/MIA Office
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> have beenfcorrelated to ‘these” 1nd1v1duals, it has been difficult. to.

: $ouree;stated that a‘ USAF plane was shot down hear Ban Na Kay
' TJune 1966 and that'the pilot was captured and 1mprlsoned in one of‘

malarla an“.other’lnjectlons on.about ten«occasions,. the’ pllotfhadablue
een;: eyes and thinning dark*brown ‘hair. The source was told that =
pilot's name was'Davis, Davit, or David and that he‘ggd three.sons. -

the

rellef .guard fired in their direction.

of, malar1a‘””“1966.

to probably correlate to CharleS°E} Shelton and

date source provided-are in erwor, the Ban Na Kay shot’down area’ .cor=—=

ifrﬁlates to:both’Shelton, ‘downed on 29 April 1965,.and Hrdlicka, downed on;

18 May 19657 In othersregorts which have described two .U.S. pllots”and
. Y ascertaln which of the PWs was Shelton. and .which was- Hrdllcka.
ThlS dlﬁflculty iis.caused by the fact that the: 1ncr\ent,fdescr1ptlons, :

d COnflnement of" these“tw0*1nd1v1duals were quite~similar. Ther have

‘/a

‘been’ otheréreports ‘that-one” pllot was shot - and‘another died of malaria e
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"According - to the source, who claimed he gave the pilot; antl-ptg

Source further stated the pilot and one of hls guards were kllled when a,-f

o Addltlonally, source stated he heard that a USAF pllOt, shot down 1n',?'
late 1965 in*the Ban Na, Kay area, had been captured by the Pathet Lao andig

3"",erdln.cka/(both USAF unaccounted-for PWs). Although the 1n01dentAfﬁd
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while in captivity. However, if these reports are true, it
cannot be positively determined exactly which individual
was shot and which died of malaria. Furthermore, sources
reporting on these individuals may have provided confused
and/or erroneous information. MR g T

In TDCS-314/04155-68 nelthgr;of
the incident dates (early June 1966 and late 1965) equates
to either Hrdlicka or Shelton. However, as previously
mentioned, the Ban Na Kay incident location is accurate
for both individuals. Source stated that the first PW had
blue or green eyes, thinning dark brown hair and was named

Davis, Davit or David. This description could refer to
David Hrdlicka who does have brown hair and blue eyes.
(Shelton has brown hair and brown eyes). However, the in-

formation that this pilot had three sons correlates exactly
to the number of sons Shelton has, whereas Hrdllcka has
only two sons.

Alfﬁbugh a positive differentiation between the two
pilots cannot be made, the report is of value for casualty
resolution consideration inasmuch as it 1ndlcated both in-
dividuals died in captivity.

A copy of this report and evaluation will be placed in
the files of Shelton and Hrdlicka.

~ UNCLASSIFIED
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CAROL HRDLICKA
RT 1, BOX 24
CONWAY SPRINGS, KS.67031
(316) 456-2439 PH
(316] 456-2702 FAX

MX>PP® MEB=

SEPTEMBER 19, 1994

HONORABLE SHEILA E. WIDNALL
SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE
THE PENTAGON, ROOM 4E871
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20330-1670

DEAR SECRETARY WIDNALL:

IN THE LIGHT OF THE RECENT DEVELOPMENT WITH THE SHELTON
FAMILY GROWING WEARY OF THE FIGHT TO GET COL. SHELTON
RETURNED TO THEIR FAMILY, 1 WOULD LIKE TO REQUEST A HEARING TO
HAVE MY HUSBAND, COL. DAVID L. HRDLICKA, TAKE COL. SHELTON'S
PLACE AS THE LAST KNOWN "POW".

IN 1977 WHEN THEY HAD THE HEARING ON COL. DAVID L. HRDLICKA'S
CASE THEY ASKED ME IF | HAD ANY INFORMATION---AT THAT TIME [ HAD
NO ACCESS TO INFORMATION. AS THE YEARS HAVE PASSED I NOW HAVE
MANY REPORTS AND DOCUMENTS THAT | HAVE RECEIVED THROUGH
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION. I WOULD NOW LIKE TO ADDRESS THE
BOARD AND MAKE A FORMAL REQUEST THAT COL. DAVID L. HRDLICKA
BE REINSTATED AS A "POW".

IN DAVID'S CASE THERE HAS NEVER BEEN ANY CONCRETE EVIDENCE
THAT HE DIED ALTHOUGH THE D.I. A. HAS MADE STATEMENTS, THEY
HAVE A 1966 REPORT THAT "INDICATES" DAVID DIED IN CAPTIVITY. THEY
HAVE NEVER SHOWN ME ANY REPORT, ALTHOUGH, I HAVE REQUESTED A
MEETING TO BE SHOWN THE REPORT. MY REQUEST FOR A MEETING HAS
NOT TAKEN PLACE IN THE LAST FOUR YEARS. 1 NOW HAVE A DOCUMENT
THAT SHOWS THAT IN JUNE OF 1973 DAVID WAS CONSIDERED A "POW"
NOT "KIA" ASTHE DI A CLAIMS.

REGARDS,

EXHIBIT 28
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2, : . - > IDES 31“/'{'\,“50'68
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TwO VILLAGES. THE CAVE WAS A1 THE ZND CF & TRATL THAT SEPARATED
FROM THE ROAD AND WOUND PAST A TER-FOOT WaTZRraLl THAT HAD & PCOL
OF POTABLE UATER AT ITS BASE. 1T WAS 38 70 42 FEZT aBGVE THE ROAD
THAT RAN BETWEEN THE ViLLAGES._ THE HEADECARTERS OF GEKRERAL KA£SGN
SISAVAT, THE PATHET LAO CCﬂHPNDLR FOR HGUA FHAN FROVINCE, WAS ABOUT
oNE hILOWET:P NORTH OF THE CAVE. : ’
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