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-
000243 

l'he !?resident 
':i:'he White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear ~.r. President: 

~CC:rJDS 

1!I\ 93-0SSl/l 
9 !\'ovn.ber 1993 

As directed .by Presidential Decision Oirective/NSC-8, 
-Declassific:acion of POW/MIA Records.• I cllll repoJ:"t.ing on tile 
co111Pletion of CXA's ·review. declassificatien and release of 
all relevant doC\1111encs, files percaining tc American POWs and 
Mil\s missing in Southeast Asia i11. ac:cordanc:e with Execucive 
Order 12812 • by the deadline of U November 1'93. 

Since the issuance af Executiva Order 12812 in July 1992, 
all Agency tocwnents and files respor.sive to the order have 
been continually foxwarcled via the Department of Defense 
Central Documentation Offic:e to the repository for POW/MIA 
da~a at the Library of congress. our revi.ew included a 
thoroug~. exhaustive search of operacionai files. finished 
.:.nt:elligenc:e reports. memoranoa, .backqround acuclias, and open 
source files. To date, 1.766 dcc:uments have been forwarded to 
che t.i.bra..-y of congTess, while only 57' doC'Wllents have been 
denied. All denied 111at:erial was withhelcl based on the need to 
procecc sources and methods. ongoing clandestine operations, 
negotiation~ on forei9'ft policy issues such as the normali
zation of relacions. or privacy issues related to returnees 
and t:he families of JIOWs and MIAs. • 

I am confident chat we have made ever.,, effort to be 
forthcoming in the declassification of POW/MIA material. 
We will continue to be responsive to this issue chrough 
our act!ve participation on the POH/MIA Intelligence Review 
Panel and in handling future FOrA requests. 

Respectfully yours, 

&.~ Wooi.~1
ey,......,._,_ 

Director of Central rnte 

EXHIBIT 

j / 
476
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Case 1 :04-cv-00814-HHK .. . . 

~ j)OGJ 
Document 95-39 Filed 06/04/08 Page .- v~f f I 

: 1¾~. •:, /i .. _; , . ·-·.-.·-
( -· __, .. .., __ , (.,. . ~ -

I 
! • 

. 

. . 
WAIIIINGfOt•, D.C. 2oio1 

CM- J0-73 
4 JUN 1973 

•• MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF • OF NAVAL OPERATIONS 

Sub3ect: U.S. Prisoners or War in Laos . . 
1.· . Ref'erenae 1s made to your memorandum. 0p:.oa· oOJ.7·3.: 

73; dated 18 May 1913; wb1cb 'discussed the· :U.S. PW/)t[A 
aitu:atj.on in Laos -and recommended that a CIA briefing on 
tbeaubject be provided the ~c~. • 

t.: The· ·tollowing are the'. tacts: as they' relate 
to CIA 1nvol venierit 1n tbe current ·Laoti-an MIA si tuat1.0n. 

. a. CIA continues ta conduct an active. program to: 
• acquire 1ntell1.gerice rerati ve to the·~ st;atus or u. s~ MIA 

personnel.· That ·Agency -accords PW/MIA matters one ot the· 
h~hest priorities in its overalt intell~gence collect~on 
effort ~n SEAaia. • 

• 

. . . 
: •#•~ •••• .,_ •• . . . ..... , ,..... ... . ... . .. . . ... 
. ;, : : . . .. -. . ... .. -

.. 

. . 
... -·. . . ... : .. . .. 

€-¢-11 I z'l-:lr 
000259 

. . • .. . . 

. . . . 
: •-,. . 

'l' .. 

.. : ..... 

.. 

. . . . .. . ' ... . . . . . 

' - . . 

.. -~. 
,! .• ... - ···> . . . • ... 

• ..•..• .,. : •. ·•°1)-. . 

. . 

,-llll!!!EX!!l!!H~IBl!!l!!!!!IT--. 'J) ::r S H\ - i '/ /_ 7. 
~ q I 0527 

477
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,, ~C\ . ·---
( 

.. • • • I REPAOOUCEDATTHE~TIONAlARCHIYES \ 
, I • • 

c. . , Th~ ~~IA maintains close working level 
contacts With th"e· Joint :ca·sualty- •Resolut1·on Centel'. (J'CRC). 
in much ·the ·same ·manner as it did with ·the· "JCRC's predeces·sor, 

·the MACV Joint ~ersonnel Recovery Center (JPRC). However, in 
order. not to: jeopardize 'the· status ·of the JcRC :and its·, . 
humanitarian mission~ any proposed.covert ·et.fort :should be·: 
t1·ed to. existi~g inte·ll~:gence ~coll'ecti-on act1v1ttes·. 

. . . . 
• 3; • •• Since bhe' PW/)1IA inte-1·11·gence colle·ct1:on ef'fort in 

Laos 1s limited ta that ueaoribed· above,: it ~a not.hel~eved 
that :a·bri.ef1ng· or the. 'Joint 1:hI:ers -or st·a::r:r by. the ·crA is • 
\'1arranted at th:i"s time.: . QDC'D 

. _lSRd) T. "· ~llO l\U' 

T. H. MOORER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff· . 

.. 

:: --~~=?:~: -~·-.. • . ~ ~ ~o; ... 
• • •• CSAF . 

. . • • • CMC. 
• .. ,•, I , •• ~ ,. .. ·. -. . -. . . . . 

.... . .. .. . .. . . : . 

. . .. 
':"" .· . . .. : ...... •. ·• ... . . 
•t. •. • • : .: • •• : • ' 

000260 

I • • • • ,: •• : • 

. . •.. ·:· .. : : . . . . . . . . . . 

.... -· . . . - , . ..... . 

2. 

. ... . .. .. . ... 
. . ' ... - :. . . 

. .. 

. . ·· . . . . -.. ·.. . .. . .... . . . . . ·.... .. . . . • . . . : 
. . . • : • . . . .. • •. •' .. :· :·.. . .:· . .. 

0528· 478
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•· 
• 

. . 

.... :••· 

Case 1 :04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-39 
~X/4 DoG:>._ 

Filed 06/04/08 Page 3 of 7' ~ 

I 

.. l '· " CO'_ffflOL. NUM■ICII :,t:··., t .. , 
R~ AT THE HATIOHAL AACHIVES 

. j 

171f; REGISTER OF PERSONNEL HANDLING CLASSIFIED DOCUMENT 0A'rlt NCCIUY•D 

'\'IM•v71 
RETURN TO o..-..-1c1:. CHAlftMAN, JC9 Cl..A■■lrlCATIO~ 

"OOM &ltlH, THI: l"IEHTAOON ' 

DOCUMENT NUMltl:ft COP'Y HUM■ ll:ft DATE or 0-,..11:n• . 

OOSM-895-73 31May1f\;_ 
SUBJECT 

o.s. Prisoners of War in Laos ' 
·• . 

• THE ABOYl!l:-DICISCJU81CD D0CUMIOfT MA• ■llt'ltN 1111:C:IUYl:0 IN THIii 0P'P'ICC:e CIIICU'-'TION 01' 
OGCUMltNT WILL •• I.IMITCD TO IN01VIDUALII IHDICA'.TED ■au.ow. THlt DOCUMl:NT WIU.. ■ It ftETURMCO 
ADMINISTRATIVE 0,r,..1c1: P'0R IICC0RD ,.RIOR TO DISl"ATCH TO ANOTHICII 0l"P'IC:.lt, OK OTHll:ft a•~■JTIO 

THIS P'O"M WILL NOT DI? REMOYICD P'RO"' l!IUII.IECT DOCUMIIUfT • 
TO ,,.. 

HAM£ INITIAL Rl!:M.-.RKS 

,/ CHAIRMAN, Jca 00 1 June 1973 

f IXICCUTIVE o:r. r 1. CNO indicated that CIA is pursuing a) . TH& ASIIUJTANT TO 

~ 
..p.riority effort to determine whAt had haPJ 

~- THC C:HAol R ,...._N 01 to US POWs in Laos and sugges:tf:!d : • a brief: 
w 

I CHAIRMAN& STAFF GROUP <(. 2. The attached report by. DIA states tha· 
AIRP'OACS MBA 018 

' 
no special program is being undertaken an, 

CHAIAMAHS STAP',,- OROUP that a CIA briefing is not in ordex:. -Hol\.YV MIIR o,c 
CHAIRMANS STAF,, GROUP 3. A proposed memorandum to CNO to this 

MAIIINI: MBR 010 affect has been prepared for signatu: 
CH.MRMAN1i sT.-.P'II" a11ou .. 

your 

ARMY MBA Ot& 4. ~commend signature. 
\..BOAi. AOYI SOR AND -LEOISLATtVE A.:SBT o,,.. Very respectfully, 
ASSISTANT ll"OR 

.-UBL.IC ,i\l"P"AlftS o,~ 
8a-£CtAL f{ 

ASlll DTAHT '1H TROE 

4 AOMINI 5TRATIV1t 
A■8ISTAHT dt 

' 
~ 

' 
~ 

~HAIC>E 
.. 

QI - :... . 
• ... 
\' -· Alft l'OIICIC Al01C o, 

. . - .-
. . 

_MARIHlt, Alat:· 
. . . 

-OI . . .. . . . .. • 
.. . 

' . .. . . • . - .. . . , . . - .. . 
I· 

SOCIAL IISICCV OSA .. 

v~tl EXHIBIT 
~ 

~ 
SJ 

b . SJ 
3 ... - -.... . . . . .. .. . .. .·-· . • ~ • • 

: . . . ~ . . ·.: • • ,· • •• : ·-. . ' ... . . ., . ~ · , . -
• • ' - . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. -.· . . . . : .. .. . .. . . .. 

~ t 
. 

- 0529 4-
479
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, . 
Case 1 :04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-39 

Cl.A551FlCA TIOH 

Reference is made to: 

Filed 06/04/08 
E7'/11 

Page 4 of 7 '>C\ 

APPROVAL 

AC:TIOH :-:i -~~:,fi.(1\rJ,' • 

SlGNATURE INfORMATIOlf ::~:.._;: Ori,;!\a 

. . : ' 

.·,· .•.:: :; . . ' . .... =~?~ ;::?•~-

. • . • • :./.::::~~ 
• , : i :r:..-2: 

a. A memorandum from the Chief of Naval · Operations, OP-00 OC>Oi7 
73, dated 18 May 1973, which discussed the existing-Political impass 
in 'Laotian negotiations relevant to a resolution of the status· of .·u. 
MIA personnel, !>•"'• • "•• 

~ .. r.. 
t>t-1"- It stated that::_.; r 

"· the Chief of Naval Operations was informed that the Central Intelli:-: 
• ·g~~,;.' gence Agency {CIA) is pursuing a "highest priority effort" direc.tec;l:£ 

i:. specifically determining . what has bapperied to u. S. MlAs in. Laos i ., __ ; 
· -~: ;_1;·:: further recommended that •the 'Joint Chiefs of s~aff . rect,!i_va-Jiit~#. '' 

briefing from the CIA..:on its effort in this · area., • .· •• •. : .:·:·.s-•::fi-J#. 
·1':,I :•: =t"7- • • ,; ~ . . • ... , . • • • . : •--: •~• -~~; 

it::i; b. ODJS Routing Slip No. 2030, dated 21. May 1973, which directc. 
- "!· ~ ~.7.:-r~I~ _. ~?.~1-~r~~';-~. -~~-~ .. ;.:},,in, ~1reP_ar_~ng a reply ~o your ~~~~~~ 

...:,;:., ~. . : 1ri-:i.:·:t~il~i~g·:f~c't~::-:~~e-j,ertirient to CIA involv~~~~{i;~ 
current Laotian MIA'-'aituatiori' :~ ·.,_,.,. · · • · · · .:_. _ · · .. ... ·~ ·.•'.:,:';.~ 

4 .~: • ' • • • ' • • ,. •:. • •: L~• •; , ,. • • ! 4 • . , ,: , • ;; ~w;'II 

• .ec:ords . of DCX::SA monitoring·: o~-.Laos. activities indicate tlla 
G~~~~a:~··, ; .. and cui,~e·~-~1y·:~com~~ts,· an active progr~ ·:to a~ 

1igence· relative·•·to\ the·· s1:3:tus of· u.s·. · MIA- personnel. . .1 ~la. 
P.fogram is among the highest priority PW/MIA intelligence .object_.ve_! 

• -~ ... . . • • • • • • ' -~ -~1 .. 7.... . . , , .,. 

TE·OF • ·.•. 
EP~R~TIOH 

JCS FORM NO, 9 
JULV ?2 EXHIBIT 

. . ... . . 

000262 I ~G 480
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. : ... 
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- ·• . . ·,. r ".. ~<{N:.V 
' REPRODUCED AT THE NATrONAL ARa(IVES 

within the overall intelligence collection effort in SEAsi~. 
• It is carried out by the assets, and within the organizational 

structure, of the CIA station in Laos. 

d. Since the PW/MIA intelligence collection effort in Laos 
~is,-iimited to that described above, it is not bel.teved that a 
._.briefing of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is warranted. 

3. DIA is collaborating closely where.appropriate with·CIA· 
in regard to ~he current situation in Laos. A summary of the 
present PW/MIA situation in Laos as held in DIA files is as 
follows: 

a. At present t:here are approximately 3S0 u.s. milit:a:ry and 
aivilians listed as missing in action in Laos. Of 1:his 1:ot:al, -
approximately 215 were lost -under such circumstances that: th~ :..,: 
Patriotic Ladtian Front (PLF) probably has information regarding 

• their fate . ... . . . . ·. . . . . . . . . . .. 

] 0 531 

.J 

. 
; 

000263 

481
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~. ••,•··· 

..... . . . 

. ... .. 

000264 

$~ f;J,zJ 

.. " . .,. REPRODUC&D AT THG NAllONA!. ARCHIVES 

b. Previous PLF mention of u.s. PWs detained in Laos 
included a statement on 3 October 1967 by the Pathet Lao Radio 
that, between 17 May and 16 September 1967, the Pathet Lao had 

' "captured about a dozen U.S. pilots." Furthermore, on 2 February 
1971 PLF spokesman Soth Phetrasy commented that "quelques dixainei 
("some tens") of prisoners were being held by the Pathet Lao. . . 

c. The Pathet Lao has made repeated claims of downing many 
u.s. aircraft. A 16 May 1973 broadcast reported that, from 
17 May 1964 to 16 May 1973, 2,496 U.S. aircraft had been shot 
down over Laos. This would imply an enemy ability to account 
for some U.S. personnel involved • 

e. All Qf the nine former u.s. PWs, whose names appeared 
on the "PLP List" of 1 February 1973, were in fact captured by 
NVA units operating in Laos along the Ho Chi Minh T~ail and 

• I were moved to North Vietnam. Thus, the PLF has provided no 
accounting for o.s. personnel in its custody; 

f. ·The cease-fire agreement, signed in Vientiane on 
21 Februaxy 1973, provided for the exchange of prisoners. 
Article 5 of the Protocol states that all captured personnel, 
regardless of nationality, will be released and provides for an 
accounting of those personnel missing in action. The release of 
all PWs is scheduled to take effect within 60 days subsequent 
to the establishment of a Provisional National Union Government. 
According to the terms of the agreement, the Provisional Governme1 
was to have been implemented within 30 days of the signing of 
the cease-fire. 

a~ . ..-- On the basis of the above discussion as it-relates to 
. ~he current CZA program of gat:herin9 intelligence.on o.s. PWs/ 

MIAs, ~his Agency recommends that a CIA briefing not be scheduled 
for the Joint Chiefs of Staff at this time. 

s. All participating agencies concur in this recommendation • 

. Enclosure 

3 

JOHN R. DEANE, Jr. 
Lieutenant Ceneral( JJSA 
Acting Dirocto,: .,,.-

l 0532 
482
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I • 

( REPROOUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES ( uc:..-~,'. tYlt!.l""I I Ur • ,,r:. .... ,," ., . 
or-r1c1:: OF , ·11r-. f":tllt:F or- Nf\VI\L orcnl\"l"ION!; 

Op-00:br 
Op-00 Momo OC 
~o Nay 1973 

l1EMOflJ\?-lOUM 1-~on THE CHJ\Ii!N.1\N I ~TOINT CHifffS OF STAFF 

Subj: US Priooners of War ln L«os 

1. . The continuing failu~e of the two Lao parties to ag~ 
on a Provisional Government of National Union, ns provided fc 
in th~ Laos Agreement, has obstructed. f\lrther progres.s towar« 
achie•,ement of some USG post:-ceasafire objectives in Laos. .i 
though the ceasefir~ _has been effective in reducing the leve: 
of armed hootili tics, the in~bili ty of the Royal Lao Coverrum 
(RLG) ~nd the Lao Pat4iotic -~·::ont. (:LPF) to fnshion an accomm< 
dation on the political level has effoctively_arrcsted any 

• movement toward an environment in which the status of A.rnericc 
missing in action in Laos can be resolvedw ~dditionally, on· 
going bila t:erill, semi-offici«l contact~ bet\-ieen USG official~ 
in Laos and senior representatives of tr:e ·LP? have not: ·rcveuJ 
any cause to believe that this particular channel will provic 
helpful inforr.i.ation in this matter: the LPF has stea.dfas·tly 
discl~imed all knowledge of any American POWs other thun ~ho~ 
few already released. 

2. In this un~atisfact:ory climate it· appears clear 
that a succe!>sful, M.. 1 us unil"ateral effort is essential j 
we are to properly resolve the status of these missing Americ 
fighting men; we o·.'IG • them no less. I am informed that the 
Central Intelligence Agency is pursuing a "highest priority<: 
fort" directed ~t specifically determining what h&s hnpp~ned 
US M~As in Laos. • 
,-- -
3. In view of the direct and p~rsonal interest the Sex 
vices have in this mattc::r, I recom;r.end thD.·t tlie JCS receive a 
briefing from the CIA on their eftort in this arec1 so that w~ 
may be confident this irr.po.rtan·t h~rnanit<irian issue is .receivi 
appropriate attention. 

~ 

Copy to : 
t;SA 
CSJ\l:"' 
CMC 

PO(JO l OJ: .1 

••I I:,'\. :1 r .. - I. (] 

~XHIBI~ 

I ~ 
E,. RfjUUi7AL'i'., Jn. 
Adolh ' U.S. J1:iv7 

0533 {a) 483
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Case 1 :04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-29 Filed 06/04/08 Page 1 of 2 
C.I\GI'\~ 
P.2 

JlL-29-2904 89:22P FRCJ'I: 
TO: 31!116573699 

(fl) 
TELEGRAM 

• 
i 

000193 

. 
Dep11r1m,nt of Siat, 

~- ( 

co11rrorr.,1,L 7•~,Ci\fi{J ~GP.l 
•AGE •• · Yl!NTI e,111 111,.az 

., 
. ACTION UPll•II 

'"'D ce,-11 CA•II ·•·••2 l~•lf 8CS•43 .,, •• , RSR•II 

• 1s1,1,z "a' 12 
'" AMEft•AISY Vlt"TIANt 
TD SECITAT£ llt1St1DC 11253 • 
ANE'18ASSY PARIS 
USDrL FRANCE 
l~~O AftEft.A&SY SAIGON 
Cl'•CPAC 

t d ~ F 1 DENT I AL vlc~,r•NE 37•1 

~U8JECT1 StATUS OF U•S• PWS ~A~S 

t• OlPt•s ATTENTION II Dl•ECTIO Tn JA~,, ATTACW(S 
~ESSAIE ., •• ,,,,sssz "·' 711U,.V &111) usoc~ rRAktE 
AOI AODRCISEEII co,c1a~1NG JNF~IM&TIOlr oi u.s. P~S 
L40s·PAG¥10£0 ., CMOU ao•lNOII• ~MO •1cC-iLY ···•~ED 
~••ta AVt£• two YEtRS SIYE~ N0-1MI ~JTN NI."'·-•·~ 
~EUA• ,~roa~ATION -•s ,1,a.oSEO ., IIEN '''" SINGVONGS&. 
OUAINfl -"8ASSAOc••& Dl~MII •o• IAO" £Pl8 ON 6 •IY• 
ETA~ aTaTIS OEB~EIFJNG 0~ CMOU ND•INO• •i ,,. l•I 
o,,1e1R ,Alttl IS RESULT OF~,. St&NOltfO iNStaur-TION~ TO 
LAO "IISfONS AB•O&D THAT V•S• DM lhOUIRt~S it GIVIN 
PRlftRl'TY CONSIDERATION AS SOUltCII COit£ Tft TwEI• 
JTTEr.TION• 
RP••• • 
GOOLEY 

EXHIBIT 

I 3 .· . -
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Case 1 :04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-29 _Filed 06/04/08 Page 2 of~" ti.if 
• • JIJ.-29-2004 09:&P ~: 

000194 

FiomHaUl AttacbmcatT 

Tbe fbDowiDg State DeparlmeDt Telegram 
R 1514172 May 12 
FM AMEMBASSY'Vicnliw 

CICNPAC DOR POI.ARD 

SUBJECT: STATUS OF PWs LAOS 

TO: 3016573699 P.1 

Al '8)... .. 

485
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,~.,,t1.c,. ....... -........ 
~.,,., "~' • 

Date: ~18 August 1970 

NORTH VIETNAM 
BRIEFING NOTES 

ON 
BRIE~ING BOARD NO. 8-70-1 

l. INSTALLATION: BA VI Possible PW Camp., N-13 

2. 

LOCATION • : - 21-06-0SN 105-25-0SE 

• 

~4. This :installation is located on the north side ~f' Route 
_ 1213_, 3 ~-8. m,t :northeast of' the peak of Mt. ·BA V_I and 24. 5 NM 
· west-northwest or ' Hanoi. "The Xom Ap - Lo -PW Camp, _N-51 (BE 0616-
01631) .~-·1s loca.t~d- 5- 3 NM to the. northwest _and _the .so"n Tay· PW · 
Camp, N-69 .: (BE 0616-04929) is located 5. 3 NM to the northea~rt. 

5. . Area · "A", the possible PW compound, occupies an_ 
area appro·x1mate ly _ _ . .The comp-mmd 
is reportedly ·surrounded by a barbed-wire .fence, however, lbw 

precludes confirmation. Area "B", 
to the south of the compound and . 

, ~s a possible messing facility believed to be 
associated with the PW compound. Area "C", on .the south side 
of Route 213., is a possible Veterinary/Dairy ~arm. 

6. · -= .:? ... . ot·J.~ ·ue -·:'..et•: of ,_he f2. ci.li ·y 
taken on 19 Jt:.ly 1970, 24 d ays a fter .... :ne briefing bc:-a.2~c. 
. ~ The general appearance of the buildings and 
grounds and the change in position of the three · vehicles 
(annotation 15) in the indicate this 1q~tallat1on· 
is currently active. 

7. 11his installation agrees most favorably in 
location and description with a U.S. PW compound reportedJ.y 
observed during the period February 1966 to March 1968. Source 
of the report stated that the installation was the "MOZEN" (MO 
CHEN) coffee plantation until 1958 when it was converted to a 
detention fac_lity for captured French mercenaries. In 1962, 
the French mercenaries were allegedly repatriated and/or released 
to work on North Vietifll!e!Jt farms. In ·mid-1965., the install.at ion 
was reportedly activat~d as a PW camp for captured U.S. pil0ts. 
Other sources have repor; .~.p .the observation of a U.S . . PW c_amp 

• -, 1. 

EXHIBIT 

- L/-
000091 

..,_ 

·-1~ •.• • ·.i' 
~·~. 
j j 486
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-

.. .. , 

1.n-=.tbis "'general vicinity during the period January 1966 to 
January ·-1969. Although it is believed that this installation 
ilay ·-have b~en a U.S. ·PW c_amp during that period, its current 
·ata:twr 1aild .. -occut1lmcy cannot be verif'ied. • · . 

• 

. 
. . 

~ . • . ·-

...... 

-- -. 

t:" '• .. _· ... •• 

202 

7~!:t 
, ' .. , 

· -
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Date: 23 FebruaJ·y 1967 

NORTH VIETNAM 
BRIEFING NOTES 

ON 
BRIEFING BOARD NO. 3-67-7 

.. 

INSTALLATION: Ap · Lo Possible PW Deten tion I nstallat i on N-51 

LOCATION : ~l 09 07N 1~5 2~ 28E 

GENERAL 'l.'he .-installation is located approximately 7 
statute miles s:<>:uth of . the junction of the RED and BLACK . . . 
Rfvers; 2. 75 -SULtute mtl.es southwest of the dam locatea, at- ··21· . 
lON 105 23E and .5 statute miles north of the AP LO Vill~ge. 

The · 1nstallat.ion : consists of two walled compounds and what 
appea-rs . to · be a group of' support-type buildings. The most 
n~~~rly. c~po1.md is about . ofk7\_ with a guard ·tower at 
tJie· n.Pr1:l:1•~'31i a:nd • southeast corners and a guard shac_k outside 
the southwest corner. The entrance is centered . in the west 
wall .. • 0Uts1de .. o:f the com.pound., . and built into the southeast 
corner_pr· the wall., there is a small., walled ~rea, • 

· wffl:ch -c911ta1ns a .building., t)}t-fYl . Inside the 
cqn_pound'there are 2 walls which connect to the east and west 
outer walls and divide the compound into 3 areas. ' Each area 
contai.ns 3 buildings. Unconnected , blast-type walls separate 
one bu ilding f:;: om G.. :1:::,t; . e. . • 

The ·.o:t~r wallEid compound., just southwest o f the above ~ is 
abou_t · :- ·-oltTil . It has a guard tower at the nort_hwest and 
sou:theast ~lf"rners and one entrance ·centered in the east wall. 

• ~:. ~-~ -~9-~ed aJ!"ea, . O~ , located in_ the northeast 
c~~~:r ot"- th:_is·. comp01md contains . one buil.ding about _ 
The-··rest of th,~ c·ompound is open and contains 4 buildings, ?. 

0~ 

Seven-. buildings which. appear .to be support::- type,, are located 
75 to 100 yards south of the- most northerly . compound and east 
of the _sm~ller walled compound. A trench system surrounds all 
of thi_s af.e~ exc.ept oneff"lilJlding which appears to be a mess 
hall. - t 

181 
(Re¥elM BL:lnk I 

488
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"'\. 

.••,•.: 

.... _., ..... , 
-'. ~.~.:-~~· ~-~ '. 

't.' 

Date: 24 January 1968 
..... 

1. 

NORTH VIETNAM 
·BRIEFING NOTES 

ON 
BRIEFI~G BOARD NO. 1-68-23 

..... -- ... . : 

.. ··-·.\#~i 
:rNST.ALLATION: -·xom AP Lo Ammunition Storage and PW Camp., •• ··-· ~ N-51 ... __ :::::,'.-~~ 

:: LCJ~ATIO:~ • : 21 09 08N 105 20 _31E • ~ < ,~·.::".:Jf 
4. _ .. Thi~ __ br1.ef_ing board up~ates and _supp1em.ents. ·preyi·<>~_ly .. • . . \·;·· .. :~{i/~ii 

•. issued ·Brief~. Board _?_lo • . 3-67-_7. . . . .· _: _ _. . :_ :~:rJfj 

:~ld~~:~~-~--~=~llation::onririned as a detentiona:~ ·: ·;>J:f · ·: 
. November 1965 a~d ; _ ~ 29·_ -August • 1967, reveals ·previously . • : ·--~)!:;~ . 

. . :·:!:· ~~~~te~ •bl.ast-type wa11.s running nor~h/south thro:ugh ·Ate~ • .. • .. • =--~_jff~ 1:' 

•. ··-
0 11'.~ .have::-nC)W '->een ~connected to the east/west walls th~reby . • ·• ·• .. .- ... ,."/~)ii:~;;.: 

:-·. · -compl.etel.y 1so1ating ea.en butlding in the compound. • : · _:::~Jt~ · 

• 

·•· ... 

185 

--~ _. -)~ ::it 
.. : ...• ::/+~--i 

. . ._ • ,~ ... '! 

. • ... ·>-1 
.•. ;:-~ ..... :1 

... · ..... ;:· 
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>ate: 23 March 1970 

... NORTH VIETNAM 
BRIEFING NOTES 

ON 
BRIEFING BOARD NO. 3·-10- 3· 

L 

2. 

3. 

INSTALLATION: 

()~, 

LOCATION 

Xom Ap Lo PW Camp, N- 5l 

21 09 08N 105 20 31E 

.. 

4. This briefing. board updates and supplement s pre~iously 
issued Briefing Boards,(BB) No. 3-67-7 and l-68-23. ~ 

5. In .January 1.967, this installation was initially 
1dent1f.1ed as a possible PW camp from .fragmentary information 
tbat a· detention racility for ~aptured U.S. personnel was 
loc~:ted approximn. tely 65 kilometers west of Hanoi.. At that : 
t~, th'is insta:Llation was being maintained in the Basic 
Encyc_l9Pedia -{BE) :as an inactive ammunition storage facility. 
wt·th · the ·confirmation . of this installation as a PW camp for 
.u ·~.S~ • ~•, in April 1967, the facility was reactivated in the BE 
as Xom Ap Lo Atmnunition Storage and PW c~mp, N-51 

Vt\~'9 _ _ resu.1 ted in the 
conclusion that the facility was no l onger used for ~unition 
storage anc that ca. t egor:, wa.s deleted fro t he BE and t he n ame 
or the installa -'- ion ~as c i· a r-ig, ;;: c. > &..5 :::;·.c-;;:. ; ,c.:::-c..;~·c:.~ Y :!. :. [. ·- c":c . 

6~-•. · • ::~ The inst.allation was conf'inned as an operational PW camp 
1n•~:1~5. Later reports indi cated that it niay have been 
abandoned in early 1967. Recent inf'ormation indicates -t.he camp 

--~ --~ ·tivated 1n late 1968. Photography tends to substantiate 
the~e ···reported changes in the s·tatus of this facility: 

.a. Highly reliable reports received in early 1967 
con£1rmed this ~acility was being utilized as an active U.S. ?W 
c-p . as· e~rly as the fall of 1965. rni:,vo? of' November 1965 
(BB No. 3-67-7) reveals the installation operational with trails 
and grounds around the buildings cleared of vegetation . 

b. In mid-1967, ·1',·1'.s reported that all U. S . PWs a t Xo'll 
· Ap Lo allegedly -were moved into Hanoi. I n addition, the U. S . 
PWs released. tn August 1~ reported rumors that an uni..dentified 

189 

000095 . 

-·' 
::1--r':~ • 

· -
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~~? -~ 
PW camp., about 40 mi1es west of Hanoi, was closed in February 
1967.,. Although not confirmed., the unidentif'ied PW ca.mp they. 
referred .... to 1nay have been Xom AP Lo. Photography or August 
1967 (BB No~ 1-68-23) reveals a substantial decrease in_a_s:f't:v11,y 
at xom AP Lo with trails and grounds around buildings €Jvergrown 
with vegetation. 

.....-..,.:"' 

.. c. In late 1969., reliable sources reported U.S. PWs ~,ere 
being detained in an unidentified camp in the vicinity of Xom 
Ap LO. _ •"':i'\~~ • 0£ 1969, used for this briefing board., . ...._ .. ~-:~ 
revea1s the insta11ation again operational -with tra~ls and . 

;~;:!:=:::::: :::e:::::: :::s n::8::::::::1:: :::d::ng ·._::}j 
carried as ~L currently active camp for U.S. PWs. ·" • ·=·)\;}f~ 
8. (S) Desc:ription: • .·.··;.:-(~- • 

~ d;i:~;~s~:g:i~~:~~~;:~!~:!!~i:i~~~t~f :1f:!p5 ___ ••• :;::fl 
ara~·Mt. Ba Vi (alt. 4~300 :rt.) 6.o NM to the sout}:l, _the B1ack : .:i=::fi 
River~ 2.5 l1M_to the west and a large., unidentified dam, 2.0-·NM- ;.~.;.;,{.; 
to the east. The camp consists of two wal1ed compounds and a . ·. :_/;~l 
number of support facilities; the information listed be1ow 1s !ti 
keyed to the annotations on the briefing board: ·'. _-·½1~~ 

a. Area 11 A": This area contains a walled .. compound.., about • .,_: .--~; 

. ::d~~~~:; a~::~:~;;~;~H!i::~~~~i~;::~!r 91ii~!~-• ---· >~(i~ 
:~qu&re· ~.01\t&ins_ ~- si.ng1e building. OUtstde. the·. s.09,~~e~s~ .cpr~er .. :·::.~·:;~;/~i; 

··ot the =compound., t.here· is .. a small walled ~r,!a,·conta:l.ntng.· .a,.· . - - • • . ~. · :Jt~
single buil.ding .. A",~~mall thatched roof. building surrounde_d··by -~:··.·:·· .. ·j/lt,4-,_.4~ 
fence~ is just off the center of the east wa11. .•· ·. ~::-~=~ . . . ~.:.. . . .... • ... . 

b: Area "B": This walled· compound 1s about · o~~ 
1Mb, • with a guard to~r at its southeast.and .northwest 

·comers. Inside the compound., two areas have been segregated 
by i~.r. wa11s - on.;..;,~ the northeast corner, and the second, 
along the north wa1r,·~-el\:h contains one building. 

190 

·• . --~~t: 

'. ·:.·;i 
., .. /t 
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~- ;. . . . 
ji" . 

,,, ....... f.:; -· •. ·.... •:•--· ··- .• , •••• Case 1:04.,.cv-00814-HHK Docume.r.it 95-12 
Filed 06/04/08 Pa~e..l:Qf ~ 

-•-~.:..· -.. 

• t!. .Area "C": This area contains support and quarters
type building:s_which apparently.are 1.,1sed by the camp cadre. 
·Additional evidence of increased acti.vity· at this f'ae!'ility ls 
tHe:·new· cbnstruction -noted since ·29 August 1967 (BJ;, No._ ... 

. :l'.""68--23): .. • 

(1) Eui1dings annotated 11 1"" -~·ere first noted on 
~ 1,,.{~~:i1 ·-.. of 20, October 1968 {Mission GS S69). 

• {2) Bui1dings • annotated "211 were first noted on 
Mf-~1) · · • . -:c,f." 27 January 1969 (Mission GS s103). 

.1/- - ...,.,,,.. 
~y}·!~~~-
: ··i,;· 

{'3) Iru.lldings annotated "3" and the dam "4" were first • 
·noted or t'itln~if. used tor this briefing board. 

··• 

:·.•. . . •. . .. ·~ . 

·.191 
itleverse Blank) 

. . 
. ,,._·/: 

:•.:~:. ., 
-;, 

• :1 
•. ; ~~-
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-· •.~;~. • , !I 

nate-: 7 February 1972 

NORTH VIETNAM 
BRIEFING NOTES - . 

ON 
·•• BRIEFING _.BOARD NO. -8-71-857 • 

1. INSTALLATION:· XOM AP LO I:'W Camp; ·N-51 

·2 • t) Jl --o, 

3. LOCATION : ·21 09 08N ~05. 20 31E 

:.-~: .. ~~· ,)"\ .. ~~- :j 
~ 

' -~., { . ,,J 

ii"¥~-~.? • : • ii 
• • ·.: .. ~-~ 

• ··<.} 
... ·j 

·- . ?j 
• . ··--~:.,,·.--::~: 

• .... ·:::· .. •• -~·. ;;:._ 

4. •. ·: This. br-ief'-1ng. board updates- .and -supp1ements pre.viously 
issu~d B~ef'mg_ -Boards_ ··No. 3-7~-3~ l-6S.-23, and 3-67-7. " 

.5. · : , . · Ir.t J~nµa:ry 196.7 , ... _this .ins.ta_l1ati~n was ini~-ial.ly • 

~~t!1::e:1~tt!~~~i:/~o~~~i~~d U~erson!:i°:tion • ··: .•. ;'''-~JI 
_l~•t~d:&Pl•:r.()Xima'l;;ely 65 kil.ometers from HANOI •... ffigh1y r-~_liaple· ... · '. :·}/~1 
·repo·~_s:.-re_ce;ved :tn 1967: conf"irmed .. ·th~t. th1.s insta11ai1?n-~a~. •• • .-_:. ·_·_,_·.:::·:_::,i.~1_~

1
~_,c; 

. be~· ut1ltzed as- an active U.S •. PW :Camp ·as early-_as the· tall .·_. -:·-{;t 
of 1965. • ·._ · . · • .. . • . ·· . • :. . · • ·.: ::=:;/~ 

'6.,,r .. , TJie instal.lation appears to ~avi rea.cted to the SON TA'i -:.:\½j 
SAR_.ef.f'art ·Of 21 :-Nov 70. A few days ·a.ft~r .. :t.~e -·SON. TAY -SAR-. . ·- .. ·_· ..• ·•trg~::.: 

. : ef'tort, .· .. -~1'-¾u _ _ . revea1·ed p.ew:ly·:._cpn~tru.~ted __ •• pe:r~me-C:e·•:· .. • ·· ... ;::;::t;: 
defen-ses, l. e. :,•. :fighting trenches and· Au-touiat-;i..c Weapons · • • ._. · ···-i.·•:3ft~~-~ 
positions., arounc Xo:r: J:..p Lo: Khi:!e no such construction t·as • :"'··· • :··.-\~1,l 
npted arqu:nd other military facilities. It., is rec..s.one,:. 1.;.1.c.::~ . "<: ::J 

-HARP.I .-,act; taking steps to thwart other possible SAR e:f:forts to . ·.:">~:.fr« 
. rescue ·u·.s~ PWs. •• • • _: . -..... : .. \.-}i~.,~ 

. · 7. The. eight ~.:fence-enclosed areas located around the ·smal.1 · _:_. • .-_·:._;. -:~:;:,_{fj 
.-· . .-·pond· ,in . the -sOtithern part of the : ins tallat··1·on -.have:. be.en- . •. -· .. :___ . • • . .-.;\_";~\;;lii 

.:constructed· since ·September 1970.· Th:fs;·-and":the cons.truc~tlon.1.n .• ·>)l~ 
. progress _in· Area B., in addition. to the trails· and ground~- .. • -·. ·. • .. _ .. "·{:~_:~:.:;:ffi 

.. aroun~ --the: buil.dihgs _which are cleared of vegetation· rev,ea1· • :•·,:::•·f1 
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149 

1 TESTIMONY OF MAJOR GENERAL RICHARD SECORD, LAOS CHIEF OF 

2 AIR, CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, 1966-1968; LAOS DESK 

3 OFFICER, DEFENSE DEPARTMENT, 1972-1975 

4 - General Secord: Yes, sir. Well first let me just say 

5 for the· record that I had a lot of years of experience with 

6 Laotian matters, as I think most of the committee knows. I 

7 served in Central Intelligence Agency in the field in Laos for 

8 1966, '67, and '68. And I was back there again, briefly, in 

9 '69. And then I was the Laos desk officer in the Office of 

10 the Secretary of Defense, International Security Affairs, for 

11 a while in '72. And then by the time you're talking about 

12 here, I guess I was the head of the Southeast Asia Branch, 

13 having been promoted to Colonel. 

14 So I served as a middle level officer during the time 

15 that you are focusing on here. And I wish I could take credit 

16 for that memorandum, because I think it's a good one, but it 

17 only represented it was the input of a number of officers 

18 who were working on this matter. And a m~morandum of this 

19 nature to the Secretary of Defense himself would have had to 

20 have been coordinated, as a minimum, with the Chairman of the 

21 Joint Chiefs, and probably all the Chiefs. Roger Shields 

22 undoubtedly chopped on this message, or coordinated I should 
. 

23 say. And probably a number of other DIA and others. 

24 So I was an action officer and it was my job -- I'm sure 

25 I was told by probably Assistant Secretary Eagleburger, after 

f::4-h . _3::7 _8 
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1 a SECDEF staff meeting would be my guess. When this was first 

2 showed to me by your staff I didn't remember it. You know, 

3 there was a blizzard of memoranda. 

4 And then when I read it I did remember it, but it was 

5 unusual for us in my section to draft POW-type correspondence1 

6 because we had an office for POW affairs. I believe that my 

7 office was assigned the primary drafting responsibility in 

8 this case because this memorandum was kind of operational in 

9 nature rather than just an accounting kind of report. 

10 Because, after all, it recommended a diplomatic track and 

11 a military track. Which we knew, of course -- we could read 

12 the papers too, those of us who drafted it -- that the force 

13 option would be one that would be hard for the decisionmakers 

14 to take given the environment that existed in the country at 

15 that time. Nonetheless, we thought it was feasible. So I 

16 guess I part company with some who have testified who said 

17 that they did not think that the force option was even 

18 remotely available. We obviously felt it was. 

19 But what was going on with respect to the POW's is we 

20 were tracking as carefully as we could all the intelligence 

21 information available on POW's, especially after ·it became 

22 clear that there was going to be a Paris Accord. Because we 

23 

24 

25 

000175 

knew this would -- knowing the Vietnamese as we knew them, we 

knew this was going to be a really tough -- a tough matter. 

We also knew that the notion that there was a Pathet Lao, 
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. . 
l as Ambassador Godley said -- you know they existed but they 

2 didn't have any power. The North Vietnamese army had them 

3 completely in their control. 

4 

5 

6 

Vice Chairman Smith: Can I just interrupt. 

General Secord: Yes. 

Vice Chairman Smith. I do not want to interrupt your 

151 

7 story at all, I just want to ask you a point right there. So 

8 based on your tracking, then, there were confirmed U.S. POW's 

9 in Laos during the war. 

10 General Secord: Indeed. You've mentioned some of their 

11 names earlier this morning. 

12 

13 

Vice Chairman Smith: Do you have any idea how many? 

General Secord: No, sir, I can't remember. But there 

14 were a number of names that we knew with -- what do you know 

15 for sure. I mean with reasonable certitude we knew. 

16 For instance, the famous case of Hrdlicka and two others. 

17 I had personal knowledge of that because I was involved in an 

18 abortive attempt to rescue those guys back in late '66 or '67, 

19 I think it was. You would have to go to CIA to get all those 

20 cables, but there's a raft of cables on that. We knew that 

21 they existed alive because we had an agent i·nside. We knew 

22 their names, we knew where they were. 

23 Vice Chairman Smith: And I just want -- again for the 

24 record, and again I apologize for interrupting your flow 

25 there. When you say POW's in Laos, a number, you are 
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19 

General Secord: I'm not so sure it conflicts with Roger 

Shields. I haven't seen Dr. Shields in 20 years and haven't 

had the chance to discuss it with him. 

With respect to the ~tatements attributed that I have 

heard here attributed to President Nixon, it does conflict 

with it, yes. 

Senator Grassley: Who was the dominant intelligence 

collector for Laos, ·i:he CIA or the DOD? 

General Secord: CIA, clearly, because of the resources 

they had on the ground. 

Senator Grassley: Who reported most of the information 

on prisoners and missing, CIA or DOD? 

General Secord: That's a good question. I don't know. 

Maybe 50-50. 

Senator Grassley: Well, that probably makes it more 

difficult for you to answer my next question. Who bears 

responsibility for the lack of hard intelligence, then? 

General Secord: The Director of Central Intelligence is 

in charge of all the intelligence community. 

Senator Grassley: Who should have the best information, 

DIA or CIA? 

General Secord: Well, Laos was a real weird war, you 

know. The CIA was in charge of the war in Laos, not the 

military. The military helped out a little bit on the side, 

particularly through the provision of air a~sets, but the 

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. 
1111 FOURTEENTH STREET, N.W. 

SUITB 400 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 

• (202) 289-2260 
(800) FOR DEPO 

507

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 36 of 271



000033

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-1   Filed 10/22/16   Page 33 of 169

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

: 
12 ' 

~ 
13 

14 j 

I 
I 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

000178 

Filed 06/04/08 Page 5 of 5 

19: 

military had very few people on the ground except for forward 

air controllers, which were very good, and some air attaches. 

Whereas the Central Intelligence Agency had several hundred 
I 

people on the g~ound in Laos. 

Senator Grassley: So, then, you just can't say that it 

should be CIA or DIA that had the best information? 

General Secord: The reason why I waffled on that is 

because a lot of the intelligence data came from the air, and 

was reported by airmen who were in combat operations. And 

that goes into the defense channel. But there was no -- I 

mean, this wasn't a turf battle that was going on out there b: 

any means. We shared information constantly and as quickly a: 

possible. 

Senator Grassley: Thank you, Mr. Chai°rman. 

Chairman Kerry: Thank you very much. General, if you 

would also be available to us for any followup questions, we 

would appreciate it. 

Vice Chairman Smith: Let me ask one question while 

Senator Dole is coming up? 

General Secord: Does somebody want your paper back here 

sir? 

Vice Chairman Smith: General Secord, while Senator Dole 

is coming up let me just ask you a question. Do you know of 

any individuals who were lost in intelligence operations in 

Laos who did not turn up on anybody's MIA or POW list, or 
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14 

experience and what it entailed? 

A. I was experienced in the revi ew of intelligence 

reports beginning in !962, in my first tour in Vietnam, with 

what came to be known as U.S . Air Force Special Operations 

Forces ; and during assignments elsewhere with U.S. Special 

Operations forces in the 1960's; 

Q. What types of intelligence reports were you 

reviewing? I mean, on wha t subjects? 

A. Virtually all that I could think of were related 

to the war in Southeast Asia or the various conflicts we 

were dealing with elsewhere in the world, insurgenc ies. 

Q. Before the time that you joined the Pentagon in 

1972, did you have .. any experience or training in the subject 

of casualty accounting or accounting for lost personnel? 

A. No . 

Q. None of the intelligence reports that you ha9 ever 

reviewed, either as a detailee at the CIA or in any other 

position, referred to prisoners of war or mei who were 

missing in action? 

A. Oh, many, constantly . 

You're earlier question was did I have any 

training in the subject of insurgency. 

Q. Oh, I'm sorry. I thought I'd asked you whet he r 

you had any training or e xperience. 
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1 a bunch of experts. God save me from experts when they send 

2 them from Headquarters in time of war. 

3 We spent quite a bit of time, some weeks, 

4 analyzing this, that, and the other area. They even built a 

5 big model, plastic model, back at Headquarters, of the so-

6 called, the POW site. 

7 Then it was decided that we ought to try and have 

8 

9 

a hi-op first, 

~ ~o 
- 4 

10 There was great fear that there would be -- you know, I may 

11 sound critical, but these are always delicate, difficult, 

12 judgment calls, tactical calls that you had to make. You 

13 might decide to do it one way and I might decide to do it a 

14 different way. It.was decided by higher authority to 

15 attempt Udorn opposed that. 

16 But there was great fear that. one or more of the prisoners 

17 would be killed in our raid. That's always a conc~rn .. 

18 

19 

20 

Something went awry and the camp went dead on us. 

Photography showed very quickly 

that it was no longer active. We sent 

21 some people there and it was gone. 

22 These three were never repatriated. 

23 

24 

25 

000171 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

They did not come back at Homecoming? 

They did not. I remember checking that one out. 

Were they under Pathet Lao control, do you 
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1 that troubles me as an analyst, and that is the issue of 

2 correlation. At some point in this problem, --a'-$ I've 

J described it to you, this becomes a long-term problem, and a 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

white man in a jungle is an anomaly who has no face and.no 

name for any practical purposes, or he may have a Lao name, 

or a Vietnamese name. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

[Discussion off the record.] 

BY MR. McCREARY (Resuming): 

Have you followed what I was driving at so far? 

Sure. 

Were any operations ever conducted to try to --

12 let me rephrase that. 

lJ was it always necessary to have identified the 

14 loss before an operation, to have identified the person in a 

15 karst or in a cave to begin planning an operation for a 

16 rescue? 

17 A. We did not have any dedicated rescue teams .. I'm 

18 referring only to CIA now. 

19 Q. I understand that. Let me rephrast. 

20 If you had had what you consider reliable 

21 reporting of Americans kept in Mahaxay, in Laos --

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

we did, as a matter of fact. 

but you didn't know their names, but you were 

24 90 percent ~ure they were American pilots, would you 

25 consider a raid to rescue them, based on that information? 
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A. 

Q. 

A. 

Not only would we, we did launch a raid. 

Would you amplify, please, and give me the year? 

I think it was late 1967. It could have been 

early 1968. They all run together. It's a long time ago. 

Q. I understand, and I'm not holding you to any 

precision. But the details interest me. 

A. We thought we knew for a long time -- anct·you're 

an intelligence person, so you know, you think you know 

certain things. Sometimes you find out what you thought you 

knew was not quite as factual as you thought it was. Like 

they say, you never know what you don't know. But we 

thought we knew with fair degree of, high degree of 

probability, that there was a significant POW camp or 

holding point near ~he Ho Chi Minh Trail in the vicinity of 

Mahaxay, as I recall, but to be more particular, it was 

north of Route 912 and east of 96, near, not to far from, 

you know, between Mugia Pass and Bankarai Pass. It was. 

logical there would be such a facility, since a lot of 

pilots were shot down over the Ho Chi Minh T~in, more than 

over North Vietnam, I believe, or at least as many. 

We had all kinds of reports, but we could never 

identify it in photography. We couldn't pin it down with 

other means. But we had a big, you know, we didn't need a 

map. Everybody had it in their minds. This was a 

cautionary area that we needed to not forget. 
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19 

1 l would say the most important position was the 

2 chic! of r.ta!f of minister of defense, and after then first. 

3 sP.c~~t~1-y, bccausr. the chief of staff of minister of defense, 

~ a,; ; !'l,'dd b<:?forc. C!verything would go to minister fi:~m-_for~i.gn 

5 countricr., especially Soviet Union, would go throngh my ha.ad! 

6 F.vcrything what goes through government, politburo, defense.--:.·. 

7 council, I prepare. 

F. I had special office which was Secretariat of the 

~ d~~cnr.c council, which has all the documentation in their 

10 hands. And, o! course, I had those section which tue care 

ll about guests of minister, visitors, mostly Soviets. but any 

12 visitors !:o.~ any country. So I chink there I had most 

~~ in!o~~cion which anybody could have. 

o. :...~d your resume indicates you were chief of staff to 

15 che =inis~er o! defense 

li 

2C, 

. , ... 
,.. ., . 
. ,._. 

o. 
. ". 

Right: . 

• • ::..n 1956. 

Ho~ long did you serve in that position? 

Uncil 196~ •· 8 years. And afte~ then I was the 

21 :irsc Sec:~ca:·y of che Com::i.unisc Parcy. 

22 k.~d from there I want co finish this • • trom chat· 

2i posi~ion, c~ief of staff of minister of def~nse, I was 

i~ sr;c~~ta:-y o~ th~ de!ense council, vhich again I have to 

but because the power oC-
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the committee, the collegium of ministry, had meeting ever1-· 

week, the de!cnsc council approximately every 2 weeks. 

Th~ mcmbcrn or the defense council were seven 

20 

.; members: First secretary ,1.nd president of Czechoslovakia '"'•l$ 

5 chairman; prime minister was member; minister of"'defensc, 

6 minister o! Int.er io::-, which iti l ikc Soviet KCD; the chief c;r.·· • 

7 state planning co:n:nission was member; and deputy to first 

8 secretary, second secretary o( the party. 

1,rc t.hr.iy scv,.!n already or I forgot somebody? nut 

10 t.hey were seven of the r:1ost important membcra in the· 

11 hierarchy. 

12 Q. In the hierarchy of the Com:nunist Party, wher~ i~ 

13 first secretary? 

A. Well, the first secretary is the most powerful ::-:..L~, 

15 or was, in the count-:-y, b~cause without him nobody can do 

1£ a:iything, especially military. He was also chairman of tt:•.: 

17 de!ense council, of course, and without him you cannot eu 

le anything, you know? Mi:-:istt'.lr •.ta,; in his office every M,:mc.!~Ly. 

l!r I report that was going on. h~ give rr.e orde?: •..that to do. ;;.:, 

20 he was the ~Ost impor~ant ~~rson. 

21 o. Did you have: access co sensic:ive in!o:::mat.ion ii. .1l !. 

22 of these positions that you've detailed? 

23 

25 

. A. Absolutely. ,·he highest. secrecy. 

Q. Did you have access to 1nfo::mation on 

Czechoslovakian :nilit.ary accivicies outside of Czecho!.lov~,kia? 
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-~ g; ~tfl_" 
9<J •• Jt~ 

Yes, because most of these things must go through 

2i 

2 thn- d0frnRC council. It was not just some individual activity 

ri: so::-1n ;igent. Dut i( it means every important activity, 

4 in Korea or other places in whole world, .. 

c. Lrilin..:?r. courie::-s and all these things, of course··'lt goes. to _. 
• .. -.. ·~ 

·; o. A.~d your access to this material was by reviewing 

:-:-,~ssag(>:; and papers and discussions? 

c, . 
I\ • Sure. Plus I was sitting there, and when they 

lo discuss it I make notes. After then I must type it. • It must 

~l ~o ~ac~ ~o the minister, he sign it, go with that to 

12 r~esic~~:. like chairman of. the cow,cil. He signed it, and I 

~.! celive!'.'ed it to members of. the defense council or anybody who 

go~ ore~::- f::-om defense council to do something foreign 

jS ~i~is~e~. a~ybody who was involved. 

·,. 
- J. 

I'· •• 

., .... 

. 
". 

(l . 

. 
r .. 

Q. 

OY-ay. You said your highest rank was major general? 

Right. 

Is t~at u two-star general? 

So the U.S. equivalent would be a brigadier genera!?:. 

! think correct . 

?;ext, I want to ask you some questions about your 
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secreta ry of: th~ defense council? 

A. nccaus~ •• I have to cxplAin it. Of(icially, who 

was secretary was minist~r of deCcnsc. I was the •· I don't 

know how to say that in English - . I was the guy who_did . 
everything, who pr-cpnred everything, sittin~ in tll:!fense 

council, make not12s, and they changed something because to 

defense council goes the -- everybody muse, for anything, 

mobilization or whatever, for an activity, present it to 

defense council some documents. 

-. . . . 

So when they go through, usually we have like 12, 

maybe 15 documents which defense council must approve, and the 

session was always afternoon. And if they changed anything, I 

rr~ke notes. After then, I had a special staff for defense 

council which was in the secretaria~ of ministry of defense, 

special guard. A..~d when it was done, I must go through again 

and sign it and deliver it to everyone who was concerned. 

That is why I say I think it was many times Russians were 

present and they delivered some. orders. 

Q. l~d you were in this position from 1956 to 1964? 

A. Right. 

Q. For 8 years. 

J... Right. 

Q. O~.ay. was membership in the Co~.munist Party 

required for this position? 

A. Oh, absolutely. Absolutely.· 
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2 

o. 

23 

Is this a government position or a party position? 

It was the party government, because if you can go 

; to Czcchor.lovakia, you sec the documents which the defense 

~ council passed, the defense council said to minister of 
,,· ... 

S h~illth, to minister o( foreign affairs. They give- them order . 

G Sa::.<? lil-:n politburo i5 party, but they give order to 
. ---·, 

7 1:vl"':-yboc:)'. You ).-...now, nobody can move without them. 

f-. Later on, when I was already here, they changed the· 

na::-ie and :71ak.e it the highest council of the -- of the defense 

10 o! the country, or something like that. They tried to make it 

11 le~al, because people complained it was actually illegal under 

12 pa=ty. It was not under constitution, it was -- but who~can 

14 (,. I'd like to focus on when you were there. In the 

:~ =elationship between the Gover~T.ent and the party, which was 

17 

. , ... 

0-

,o me? The party. The party was power. 

The party, in essence, controlled the Government? 

;J:::,solutely. l..bsolutely . 

During these B years that you were in this position, 

21 -..·oulc you describe thf! main individuals or the ma.in 

L2 ce?a=t~ents that you worked with, be they the Coamunis_t Party 

~~ or th~ military? Who did you have the most contact with 

. 
"'· Well, theJ;\OSt important was; as they call ic, -- - • 

;._;_!)ERSO!: REPORTit:G COMPANY, INC. 
1111 FOl.JP.TEENTH STP.EET, r:. W. 

SUITE ~00 

(202)289·22CO 
( 8 00) :-'0?. 0£?0 
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3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
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9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

) H 

15 

16 

.. 17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

) 

24 

administrative department. But they changed name many times 

because it war. cover name. They were department A, after th~n 

departrn-:?nt 11. A ::tcr then department. 14, and finally tho n.:t:r.r:? 

was 1,d.-ninistrativc Organs Department. So if you hear. it yo•.1. 

vould think they take care of some administration· ·oL work. 

But it was the department which controlled military forces, 

everything that was related to defense, intcllig~ncc, and 

contracting. Generally, they controlled ministry of defense 

and ministry of the interior. 

And I forgot to say before, last 4 years, I was also 

member of that department. I was first secretary of the party 

at the ministry of defense, and member of the department~ 

Q. So this would have been from 1960 to 1964? 

J... 

o. 
?,o, from '64 to '68. 

Oh, okay. 

A. I mean, from '84 -- '6,; to '68. Sor:-y. '84, I was 

already here. It was the most important because these p~ople 

are so po~erful they even discuss if minister should be iir~d 

or not. What can I tell you? 

Q. You indicated that you attended meetings. Who d.i.d 

you write reports for, or who did you report to? 

A. Well, when I was chief of staff ot: minister .. to 

minister or defense council or this department. Those were. 

the three major. 

Q. Are you f~W.,,t. ~1=,h ___ ~he te-rm, insider? Would you 

-StGkU NOFORtr 
:..LOERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. 

1111 FOURTEENTH STREET, N.W. 
SUITE ~00 

WASHINGTOtl, O.C. 20005 
(202)289-2260 

(800) FOR DEPO 
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. 
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s 

f. 

7 

F, 

t~ 

10 

11 

12 

. -' . - -
l .Ii 

I 

l :. 

1€ 

17 

le 

l 51 

2C, 

21 

., --~ 
L::: 

~" 
2S 

cl,Hrnif}' yourself as an insider in the Government and in the 

pilrtr during this time in Czecho~lovakii\? 

A. Yes. I do. It means you nrn in . 

XR. STIEN: O(f the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

BY ?✓.R. ERICKSON: 

25 

o. Next, I'm going to go to information on POW's. In 

your intP.rview with our investigators, you stated that you had . ~ 

knowledge about POW treatment during the Korean and Vietnam 

Wars. is that correct? 

;,. . Right. 

Q. ,~~d you met with two investigators from our 

co~itte~ approximately a month ago? 

1,,. Yes .. 

o. nould you describe -- did you contact them, or did 

t~~y contact you? 

h. They contact ~e chrough DIA. 

Q. In the inte~✓iew, and in your book Red Cocaine, you 

describe Czechoslovakian medical suppor.t to the Nort.h Koreans. 

J..... Rigllt. 

Q. I apologiz~ for having you repeat a lot of 

in:o~dt:o~ that you've written about and given, but that's. 

:h~ ~&tur~ o! a deposition, so would you describe for the 

::-,:cord -..:hat type of tSl.epjc.~l ... su_p~ort Czechoslovakia gave to tfie 
!'I 

;..:....:>ERSO:, REPORTING COMPANY, INC. 
, ! ! ! FOURTEE!ITH STREET, :, . W. 

s;.ETE .;oo 
·,.;;._c;!:I!~s.-o:;, D.C. 2000:, 

(202)289•221jQ 
(i:!00) FO~ DEPO 
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000187 

-S£CREI 65 

l i\f"TERNOON SESSION 

2 (1 :00 p.m.) 

J,\U SEJtli\, 

:-.ll<? ""i::.n~r.r. o:-: the r.tand at the time of recess, l\aving been ' 

<, 
•. -· 

p:·c-.•iously duly f;\o,"Or:l, Wc\S further examined and testified as •• 
·, 

£>:.r.:,!;U:/,TIO~: BY COUNSEL FOR THE SEl,ECT COM-IITrEE (RESUMED) 

o. General, once again is there any testimony ·that you 

' ll have qivr:n previously that you would like co change or modify 

. 
I\. 

r;. r•~ going to shift to the Vietnam War POW issue nov. 

l~ !n your interview with two of our committee 

lC i:'!•.re:st::.ga::.o::-s. you sc.at.cd that you recall two to three groups 

,7 c! .:~ '=.:::;:-., U.S. POW's taken from Vietnam to Czechoslovakia, 

ll: c~c :~.~== c:i r.o ..:he Soviet. Union. Do you recall making such a 

Yr:~. I think I said 20 t.o 2-5. Not. exactly 25, 

ii Le:c~us~ l'~ n~t sure i! it. was 2S or 24. 

,:har. yea1·s did t.hese t.rips t.ake place? 

. " . l think first. one was end of '65, or beginning '66. • 

.:; ;.:-,::. c,~!.,;: c.~1r: ·CC. :,.nd t.he last. one which I saw was the 

• " 
;,:.,:;;.:?.!;~;:; RE?Q;(TlNC COMPANY, INC. 

1 l : l ~Y)U?.TEEl:TH STREET, t:. W. 
SUITE .. oo 

·..:,\:";i,!!;GTO:~. D.C. 2000$ 
12021289·22GO 

(8001 FOR DEPO 

; 

. 
·' 

.... 
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... 

' 

.J 

000188 

. . . 
.......... :IJ 

' . -
V • ... " 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

a 

9 

Q. And each one of these groups would have been roughly 

20 to 25 American POW's? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you see the American row•s yourself? .• 
... 

A. Yes. 
... 

Q. 'What was your duty at the time? And did it change 

10 

from •&s 

A. 

o. 
A. 

to • 67, or were you in the same 

I was in the same position. 

Which vas? 

position? 

First secretary of the Communist Party to.minister 

11 of defense. 

12 o. And how were these American POW's transported from 

13 Vietnam to Prague? 

15 

A. Soviet airplanes, they escorted them,_Soviets and 

Czechs together. Counterintelligence took them to the 

16 facility, and that's it. And three guys, or four guys I'm not 

17 sure, they wait in Prague. They were the guys who vere 

lB actually the interrogators, because they already worked with 

19 them when they stay in Prague. 

20 o. Approximately how many days or how many hours did. 

21 they stay in Prague? 

22 

23 

A. 

o. 
S to 7 days, no more. 

And what was the reason or rationale to bring them 

24 frcm Vietnam to Prague, rather than straight to che Soviet 

2S Union? 

ALDERSON RE • Rn 
1111 FOURTEEtml STREET, 

SUITE 400 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20005 

(202)289•2260 
l 800) FOR DEPO 
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000189 

91 

~re wrong or right, never. 

Q. l-:c:·c you ilblc to !=>pcilk English at this time, or did 

y0u hctvc c'\n interpreter? 

0. Wn:-c you given a polygraph at this t.ime?
0 

1\. Yes. 

o. Was there ever any correspondence written to 

discredit }'OU ns a source of int:ormation? 

.. 
/\. I don't know . . ... 

O. Then I trust you don't have any copy of anx 

co~rcspondence ~hat you're aware of? 

,,. . 

C,. 

J.,.. 

o. 
; ... 

. ,, . 

o . 

! beli~ve you indicated that DIA hired you in 1981. 

! ~hin~ on April 7. 

O! 1981'? 

Yes. 

Ho-..: did you COr:l~ c.o work fo~ DIA? 

! -..·as recn.iiced. 

Do you know who was responsible ·for hiring you anq 

Q. Do you·believe that DIA trusted your information? 

J... W!:ll. the:t !iay yes. if ic is true. 

o. Die any DIA officer ever c.alk to you about your 

525

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 54 of 271



Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-1   Filed 10/22/16   Page 51 of 169

FROM 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

RPTS STEIN 

DCMN MAYER 

HEARING ON POW/MIA ISSUES 

Tuesday 1 October 1, 1996 

House of Representatives1 

Subcommittee on 

Mil~tary Personnel, 

committee on National Security, 

washington 1 o.c. 

. , .. :e,u ? ·· ···•1-wz • ·; 

1 

The subcommittee met,. pursuant to call1 a~ 11:25 a.m. -.in 

16 Room H-405 1 The Capitoi, Hon. Robert K. Dornan (chairman of 

17 the subcommittee] pre_siding. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

EXHIBIT 

000117 
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source: 

Bob: 

Source: 

bob: 

Source: 

000118 

C 

ask them to make troubles to anybody 

The congress has got nothing to do with this now th~ 
important thing is that at this point you are proffering 
some information that need to be investigated and if the 
congress was here or the congress wasn't here I'd still 
be asking -you the same questions. 

I cannot believe D~.tv is not know the hospital was 
there in Korea for example I can not believe that you 
know it is not outdoors but you it was there the 
hospital functioned you know for twenty years 

There is one other critical area that we need to get 
into this morning and that is At THE meeting you had a 
week or so ago people from the senate i wan,t there but 
it is my understanding that you also spoke to 
information that you had on the movement of american 
prisoners from vietnam to czechoslovakia and russia. 
I'd like you to tell - without me prodding with a lot of 
questions give me your summary of what you know and then 
we can talk about it 

Well then first of all when I was again you ask me if it 
was twenty or twenty-two in one group i can not tell 
them but in 19 in ah when I was ::s:.;:. • 

i was in charge about all the military 
buildings, barracks and others through very good hall 
friends from Marshal Gritckos was superior to the 
counter intelligence bureau for general in Prague very 
good simple soldier . Generally the soviets I don't 
know if it is also true through other Eastern bloc 
countries I think maybe also through East Germany 
because from this point of view the Soviet know ' there 
was really good security for Romania and Bulgaria you 
never know but ah then czech of course so what they did 
always they tried to cut the way to soviet union with 
this important operations and stop into Prague maybe 
also somewhere else I don't know ah I understand they 
also used North Korea, I don't know, so I was in charge 
about this this building nobody can put anything 
through the villa or barracks if I don't know because 
I must given key and immediate access so I remember a 
few times when the military intelligence and contractors 
they were in charge 

Czech 

Yea for the security when they were in Prague they ask 
for for ah this house building I just assumed from how 
many rooms they need how many people there are so it is 
what I assume 

24 

S~RN 
. • - - - ' - ~ 

• • .. r- • 

_ , J _, . 

·· · · · - -·- -· -
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Bob: 

source: 

Bob: 

source: 

Bob: 

Source: 

BOB: 

Source: 

·Bob: 

source: 

BOB: 

Source: 

BOB : 

Source: 

Bob: 

Source: 

BOB: 

Source: 

Bob : 

000119 

_L~eFiled 06/04/08 Page 3 of 4 

( ~ 
( 

So it's 

Yea 

a room count that you remember 

The counter intell 

I ne ver go to the soldiers 

Did you ever see t hem 

Yes because I was suppiied I never meet personally but 
because I had special department that supplied them with 
uh food and cook/ chef to cook there themselves you this 
maybe good for these people wh6 did it are still alive 
you I think I call last week my my stepson which is 
??????? like the rem nights I ask him find the telephone 
of the receipts cause he signed for them cause if 
anything to do and he will do that He is a good country 
boy if these people for example who supplied th~ uh 
vietnamese with everybody else with the food and 
everythi ng they care about uh means all take them to 
???? central military hospital ,and gru, and counter 
intelligent and after gru they continue to Soviet Union 

How many days would they have been in Prague normally 

Just approximately one week five days only 

So they would have been in contact with the counter 
intell guys, plus medical personnel 

or gru special medical personnel people who were 
attached 

Attached to which facility 

Special clearance 

What what medical facility do 

The · 

Okay 

There the people who had the drugs also 

You you do you remember actually seeing these American 
prisoners yourself 

Sure 

Everytime 

• ' 
' ' 
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source: 

Bob: 

source: 

Bob: 

Source: 

Bob: 

source: 

Bob: 

source: 

1 
Gary: 

Source: 

gary: 

Source: 

Gary: 

Source: 

Gary: 

Source: 

Gary: 

Source: 

Gary: 

Source: 

000120 

C 

Uh I can 

How many times do you remember, not that you saw them 
How how many times do you have information about where 
American prisoners were moved through Prague uh to 
Russia 

Uh I woulu say three four times 

In groups of how many 

20-22 

And they stayed for about a week each time 

Yes 

Anything else besides medical checks done at the central 
military hospital 

No the soviets did everything like interrogating or 
something we didn't do 

How often did that happen how, when one group came how 
long before another group came 

Uh I would say one time I think it was like three months 
period but I would say six months period 

How long before you came out of 
recent time that you saw a bunch 

--
Uh you mean the last 

The last time you saw them 

Last time I would say 67 

Okay 

The spring 

s_1.;1 was the most 
of American pws 

Would you say the three or four groups then went through 
there 65-67 

yes 

Is that reasonable 

Yea 

,. 
' . ..,· . ., ..,,,, 
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,.J 

Case 1 :04-cv-00814-H HK Document 95-15 Filed 06/04/08 Page 1 of 7 
) Cd tOdttt!t' .. , 

# --• 

d?UthfiM¥ 'f tlm:izt M Jtttn· F z:tm ?~Q?'e:ff:ti-

. · 
.. 

SUBJECT: PW/HI A 'Neet ing 30 D~ccmber 1980 

-REF : RADH J,. O. Tuttle. Assistant Dcput)' Dir~ctor for Dcf'cnse Intelligence 
(DI) Phonccon 24 Dec 80; s.:imc subject> meeting 1300 hours, 30 Dec 80, 
Rnf 20921 

1. RAD?-f Tuttle 1 s mo?cting \las held as scheduled, 1300-1500, 30 Dec: SO. 
Rcprascntatives from DIA (4), CIA (2) and NSA (4) attcn<lcd. Sec Inclosure 
'for at tcndces. 

2. RAD!-f Tuccle revic1,1ed OTA pl1oto and 
on American ·PW facilities and sicinss in L3os. 

report ch,onolo&r (Har 19.-Dec SO) 
RADH Tuttle has a strong suspicion 

: chat A~erican PO~'s remain in Laos. 
C • "NSA representatives do not h.:ive to 
l::;ubstantiate the case. Early December SO c.:ise of 20 American P0\.1 1 s r"portcp in 

, and not corroborated is typical. December 
;so case is a fraud, and view American POW's in Laos•as unlikely. 

3. 

Ovcrhc.:id photogr.1phy of f.ic-ilicy con( i rms pd son like sln1cturcs ;1nd f.:?nce. 
fa.:ility m.:1y hold pri:::\)nl·rs, hut rhat it is hi~hly unlikely the 

prisoners are American. • 

/4."4. DIA has a Victn.:1mcsc source (Le Ba O.:rnh) who h:is p."lsscd a polygr;iph 
\ c.s.1111in~t!'on, and clair.1s to have bccrn in a prison facility near To1y .Ninh, Northwest 

)

of Ho Chi Ninh Cicy, "-·hich contained ,\1;,cricon POW' s. Th<? POt! c=inip .coordinates are 
lll91JN l062010E. Le Ba 0.3nh h.:i"s dr.:H,•n an accut"ate sketch of the facility (verified 
by over.head 'photo&Taphy) "-'hich he cl.,ims to h.·we visited ;is recently :ts· Augu:::t 80, 
1,,·hr.:n he observed American P0\.1' s. J.c 1\:l Q;mh \.lill be intcn·o~."ltcd b~DJ.( -for 
approximotely 10 days starting on 7 J~n 81. The DIA .:in~lyst i~s detected 
rli:<ic1·cp.:incics in the :;ou1·ce's :;tory, ,111d items vill be at1Jt·cs$cJ ciut"ing tl'le 

\inccr.ror,a t ion period t • 

t • .· RAD:-1 Tuttle anno1Jnced I.hat in J:muat'y Sl. a J'\,'/MTA intcr:1ccncy group 
is co'be formed. The sroup con1posi1.ion "'ill be: Scace Dc1,:,r1.mcnt, lSA, JCS/J-S, 
DIA and SEA sub-co1n1nittce. • ~rlyt in the m~eting, RADH Tuttle st:ttcd he uanccd a 
DIA and.NSA chronology of PW/HlA cv~nt~, ho~cver, the DIA ~ction officer (P. Hurt) 

.said t~e request needs further DIA dc(inicion before NSA inputs aro t"equired. The 
DIA request fo~ NSA time line inputs "'ill be through NCRDEF office. ~ 

The DIA analy~c h~"dling Le Ba O.:inh's inccrroc~rion v~s rcqu~stcd 
to provide his initial rerorc. T f the report is rcleas.:iblc, the docur.icnt 1,,1ill 
be ~ 

p~ MSA via NC~Of.F office. 

6. 

ff-4, -zl EXHIBIT 
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' 

f • • • 

Case 1:04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-15 Filed 0 
REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

·~ft§i5~~t&.iry,?:~~~:-7ffr~?,~~~!::;~~~. 
. •·/08-Page2of~ 

·. . (!) 
-

·- --------- · • 

DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
WASMINGTON'.: ~.C. 20301 

, . . . ·. .. . . . . · . •• : . • ' : . ·-- _. . . ,,· . 

- ., .• t 

. :_· • ··- ' .. •· ,.. .-:: 
~ : . . . •• . ... . -· • • •• • · • • • i : • • • • • • • • • •• . . ·. : ·.:. -~ .. 2 .8 j;fi-1981 : 

; . . . . . . . .. 

S-9073tPI-7 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

.. ... .. . . S_UBJECT: - .u:rent U.S. Prisoner of War Iryte1_11JJence 

• . . • .... ·:: ·,: • . ·'·1~ ~ . As .. yi)u··~a~~ _awa·re•:,,: tbert! •-are· a"ppr-0Xfmat·e.1,i._ ~-;·spo~~~jc'~ns."· .'.' .-··.·.> . ·= -~·:·· 
. .. .. • •• -·. '.. • • unacco.unted-fo·r- i rt .-~Southe~st· A-s.i a~ ··::Si n<i:e 1975-~ DlA h·a.s recei''led: approxj.;._ :·· .•• 

• ~ ... -:-: mately-1 ~000 reports froin Indoch'i ne$e refugees- co·ncerning- alleged sightings • 
.. • .of Ameri~ans, crash ·locations, gra~e ·locations,·and the·handlfng_ and· 

·:d1 sp_osit1o.n-"of u.s .. • rema.i n~~ . Of these. 1,00!:LrepQr._ts, approximately . . •· .... 
. · ·300 dea1 ·w1tti'?he alleged first··hand sfgh_ting of u:.s. PWs.detained .in . •• :· ·.• • •• 

·southeast Asia. 

g. Since. April_ 1979, DIA has been investfgat1ng· 1nformation 
Jrovfded by a refugee who alleged the detention of u:s. PWs in Laos.· 
In ~ovember 1980, CIA ~rov1ded info""IDat1on which corroborates the refugee's 
report~ ·~ Overhead lmagery "has veri f1-ed the existence of a detention faci ti ty 
at the alleged site. At enclosure fs a chronologfcal lfstfng with tabs, 
which support the belief that U.S. PWs may be detained in Laos. 

3. . On 17 Jan~~ry 1981, DIA _requested that CIA attempt to 
confirm the presenc·e of U.S. PWs fn Laos: The details of CIA intentions 
are contained fn t1te ·enc1osare. As the possibility exists that CIA could 
confirm these reports, I rec~nd that you.consider preparing a co~tfngency 
plan fn the event this very · important undertaking proves successful~ To 
support this effort, I will request that CIA prepare a topographical model 
of p,e site and surr01.1nding area. 

4. As DIA is also investigating other ·reports alleging the detention 
oflf.S. PWs in Southeast Asia, it is necessary that DIA {DI) remain the 
focal point for all fntell-igence activity relating to this matter. We 
will continue to obtain imagery of this facility and provide timely 
infonnati on to you concemi ng the progress of the CIA hi, • . 

l Enclosure 
Chroqglogical Listing 

~;,, 7-G _ 
000101 

EXHIBIT 

(6 
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. .. 

Case 1:O4-cv-0081*HHK--f>"~ent 95-ts•· FileaO6!~4/O8". -Page ·3 of7.~]-rf5. 3---· 
_ ____ _ . . !lEPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAi; ARCH~· . 

• .... -...:, h,.._. .-.._-, ...... , • 

·7..r,riJ-~f-~~"?:r·~•-:-::••··~·:.•.•~ ... ~:,. _ .. . -.· ... ~ ,~ 
. . . ··- • 

.. ._. ·- •• - - ♦------· 

.,,. 
CHRONOLOGICAL LISTING 

SUBJECT: Nhonmarath Detention Facflfty 

:·1 .•. =. . Qn.1-i•AP.r.:ll 1979, .•. lJ~ .refugefwr..ot, .. a let.ter·.to Gen· ._. .. 
. :.v.ang Paa.. 1n _Mpntana. -whjch. ·(:9ffta1ned.: u; .. s.~ ~l(; t,i.f~npat_icm. ·.He ind.icat~d: • ... 
• .ihat·i-s o.s.- PWs and 25 Lao.prf-sollers wer& i1etaf ned in a c:·ave near-~uong • . 

Nhommarath, Khammouane·Province (due east of NKP Thailand). The prisoners 
were reportedly moved to thfs location from northern Laos o~ 10 March 
1979. -~ • • 

2. Dur~ng subsequent DoD interviews (Oct 79 a~d Feb 80}, the 

-I 

. .. - .: . . .. . . . .. . . 

refugee repor.ied .that the above PWs, and~ separate group ~onsisting of 
9';-•1'· • two .q.s. PWs,. one ~u.stra11.an, and one J.apan~se.were held jn .caves in the • . 

• . ._ . = •• vi~1 ni·ty• of Kham. Keut-, ap.proxiDJately JO. kms .. ·fry,m· Nhot1111ara-tty .. H~:.proY1 ded- ... ' . ·.,;- .;. 
:.:. . .,. -~ .:·~ ··. ·a\slc"etcb:of9.thEf detent1on.area .... 8ne. morr.th;.after hts 1nit1.al.-DoD· ... inter- ··.-._ ... .:: .... •. : 
; ••• • - -~··: view)• tht{refugee report"ed ·tc;' a Lao·.associate.the d.e.t81\t1on of u·.·s. ·Pws at. · :· .. :· 

.w • 7fuong ~hcfnii,ara.th :· • • . - •• ·, • • 

•..... :~- • . J_._tm_agerjc.'froin Ju1y 1919. indicaied .. _tha-t i ·cav~ _en~i-;nce-:1J:: • .. ·-·•.· -
:.·· • .. .- • located approximately·SOO ·meters from the location·at whfch=·the two·u.s ... 

PWs, ·the Japanese and the ~ustralian were r~portedly detained. A cave 
entrance could not.be located at the location at which the 18 U.S. PWs 
were reportedly detained. However. heavy folhge in•thc1t-area offers the 

·possibility that the cave entrance could exist but was ob1-.:ured. 

4. . O~ring September/pctober 1980, the refugee was re-
fnterv,ewed and polygraphed. The examiner opined that he was reporting 
information which he believed to be accurate and that he had not con-
spired with any person to provide false information. The refugee identified 
the source of his PW infonnation to be a Lao resistance fighter. Efforts 
to locate the resistance fighter are ongoing. . - . •. . .. -. . .. 
5. . . . On 18 November 1980, CIA reported (TAB A) that it had· 
received fnfonnation concerning the alleged detention of 30 U.S. PWs at 
Muong Hhommarath. The infonnation was received from a highly reliable 
Thai source who had received it from an untested Lao subsource- On.21 
January 1981, CIA reported that the Lao sub-source advised that U.S. PWs 
had been moved from Nhoamarath to Kontum, Vietnam. Additional informa
tion ·1s being sought. 

6. Imagery (TABB) from 10 December 1980 indicates the 
presence of a detention facility at a locat;on southeast of Muong Nhommarath .. 
Imagery indicates this facility did not exist fn April 1978 (TAB Cl and 
was partially completed by September 1979 (TAB D). Further, examination 
of imagery from 10 and 30 December 1980, and z January 1981 reveals that 
the number •52• has been stamped 1n the dirt in the row crop area located 
bet~een the camp inner and outer fencing, in a location not apparently 
observ4ble from either of the two guard towers (TAB E). Imagery of.. 
30 Decemoer 1980 indicates the oresence of approximately 2s· persons"· in.· 
tfi('1nrier·compoiinci'an~iiiiijery~r24''~anuary··19sr·rndfcatef· the-presence 

O~~ne (9) probable persons; ·4 fn·the fnner compound and five in the 
outer compound (TAB Fl. 532
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• -·- •• ---· .. • -~•-J- •. .,S• •• ~ •• 

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES ., ---~ 
••. .. ........ . ... ..:,. ........ _ . 

•·. ~ ---~: .... ~, ..... -··· ;.,. '. ;_:_,_:~_-"'"'·: ~-
. . . ... . . ... 

. .. 

7. • • • On 17 January 1981. DIA requested that CIA conduct an:-·. . 
operat1or, .. :fns1de Laos: 1n an attempt to verifj ·the-iiresence:·oru:r.Pwstat 

. ·.' . . ·-~~ .thfs~-fi~ctli·ty'::: ClA:h~s. agr..ee.~ ·to undertake this- aperation, and 1S:. -: . :r~ • •••• •. :.· :· .. : 

. ~< ._·: . = _.. .curren.tly f n· th, p 1 ann.f nCJ stage. • • --· _.._- :=: . . . .. 

.. . . . . . . . . . :• . . .. .. . .. 
I • • • ,.-, • .: • • • •• • • • • • •._ • • • •• •• • •,:: • • ,'I, • • • ~•• •• ~~ • ... : ~ • • • :• •: 

· · •. ·.· ··· . \rJ: rt:ci~-- 14.;·;..~~uia ;-~i ~/1.8. )ioYeini>e r • i980 • ;.-;-.:_.-. :·... •• :~->-• • •• •• ' • • • : • ·: .: . • '"" • ·, ·: • • • 
. -~ • ~~ B ~.: l(f.'"December ~988 Imagery • • • •• • •: 

• c.:. Aprfl 1978 Imagery .. • . • 
. . . . , •. D ·-: ~septembe.r .!?79. .Imagery_ . . ... 

• • E - Varfoqsly-dated Imagery 
F -·· 24 January· 1981 tmagery 

000109 • • 

. .. .. . 
..:. .,. .. . .. . 

. . .. 
. : ... · 
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\ • 

Case 1 :O.i£7~1'»:~~~~l)~L9~~~~:~,r/04/08 

\ . 

Page 5 of 7 16• • Doc 

E:1-7JJ•1<· 

\ 

----
TO: Bill 

FROM: Bob T. 

DATE: 5 December 1991 

MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Post 73/75 Military Operations - Don Gordon 

I 
EXHIBIT 

t7 

I On 5 December, I spoke by phone with Mr. Don Gordon, former J-2 
(Intelligence Officer) for the Joint Special Operations Command 
(JSOC) in 1981. JSOC was then, and still is today, the joint 
(inter-service) command authority for special operations units 
such as Delta (Army) and Seal Team-Six (Navy). As the J-2 of 
JSOC, Mr. Gordon was involved in planning for the 1981 Nhom 
Marrot operation. He recounted the following: 

L I:a early 1981, around January, JSOC had :tsen alerted to a 
possible rescue attempt in Laos for American POWs and had formed 
a small team to begin planning. It was obvious that the higher 
levels in the Pentagon had sensitive intelligence and that they 
wanted time to evaluate it. He recalled that at some point they 
obtained overhead photography of the suspect camp, showing what 
was interpreted to be a 11 52 11 stomped into the grass nearby. He 
recalled this created speculation that this might be a signal 
from POWs, perhaps associated with the POW tap code, a Rivet 
Joint collection aircraft that was lost in Laos, or a B-52 crew. 
They also had conflicting intelligence that this might be a 
Vietnamese Army camp. 

11_ By April, the Pacific Command was actively involved in planning 
/ and a 10-15 man PACOM planning team was working with JSOC. 

I 

\...\ 

Gordon also recalled a special .KH satellite mission being tasked 
to collect on the suspect camp. A scale model of the camp was 
constructed at the Navy Yard and brought down to Fort Bragg where 
a "facsimile" model was made. He specifically recalled that 
overhead photography could make out what was written on a large 
sign over the entrance of the camp. He thought it said something 
in Laotion like "Through your labors, you will be free." 

Gordon remembered that an 

000110 
remember-the CIA offir.iA1. 

interagency meeting was held in April 
JSOC, JCS, CIA, and NSA attended. 

, commander of JSOC, told his CIA 
: he "wanted round eyes to look at 
was mounted. Gordon could not 
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"~ .... Tl.•----~ .... ,. .... ---..... _ r ... _.. .. _ .. ._ __ 

l!I 

In fact, General Scholts had first argued that Delta should 
perform the recon. However, when CIA insisted it had 
jurisdiction over the recon, and that it be done with non-o.s. 
personnel, Scholts demanded that the team have at least one 
American. CIA agreed they would have an American accompany the 
team. Gordon recalled it was a Marine Corp officer working for 
the Agency, although he did not have his name. As far as he 
knows, he led the team but cannot confirm it. CIA left the 
meeting saying it would take 6-8 weeks to prepare for the 
mission. 

J..· Gordon described the CIA run miss:.on as ineptly organized and 
~ ill-equipped. He recalls that they were equipped with a World

War II era radio. He stated they had.no Direction Finding (DF) 
equipment. 

/l He thought the mission was over by June, but received little 
l feed-back on the results. He learned they had observed the camp 

for two hours, or two days, depending on "wha you talk to'' and 
took photographs, which reportedly contained no indication of 
Americans. When he asked to see the pictures, he said he was 
refused. He said the operation essentially ended there, and 
rem~ered being surprised at how fast·interest dropped. 

~ Gordon also provided a number of names of individuals 
involved in various aspects of the 1981 operation. We will 
pursue those leads, especially General Scholts and other 
participants of the April interagency meeting. 

000111 
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Case 1 :04-cv-00844~~~!~~~!~,.~!~~~!~,!~~---Page 7 of 7 Doc. I 7 . . , 
_!!JJL. 

'l'o: Bob Taylor 
subject: MFR on Interview of La_m watea 
----------------~--~-~----~--==~~ Message Contents---------------------------~---

MFR: On 20 July 1992, I conducted a taped interview of Larry 
Waters, former CIA case officer in Bangkok, 1978 - 82. I 
had arranged to have him come in regarding his involvement. 
with the Nhom Marrot operation of 19 81. Mr. Waters was the·· 
officer in charge of renning the CIA recon team and was 
involved in the team debrief, when it returned. 

To summarize, Mr. Waters said he did not recall the team 
bringing back ·evidence to support the pre~ence of POWs at 
the camp. He could "not recall" when asked, the cable sent 
from Bangkok station to HQs, saying that two members of the 
team sa~d they saw one, repeat one possible caucasian, & 
thought the11 h '!ld photographed him, but could not f! ·~.i the 
photo after it was developed. He could not recall nor 
explain the cables existence at CIA-HQs. • 

His interview tape is on file at Senate Security. 

R. Taylor 21/7/92 

EXHIBIT 

18 
' 

000112 
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000114 

Case 1 :04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-16 Filed 06/04/08 Pag9t!4k.;; Ji:O ~°' 
-~ Pi 

SUBJZct: Chrouology ofOAnal.Jiic Efforts Related to the P<N/HIA Ii11iue 

Aug 77-Dec 78 

Kid-late Jul 79 

Aug-Sep 

23 Nov 79 

12 Dec 79 

10 Jan 80 

I 

I 

All previous.__ _________ __. . 
(refi,ectiom of u.s. prliloun of uar) was nvtewed. 
Over 900 !teas sanitized, edited aud passed to DIA 
for release to rofl/K'f/L. families. 

I I requested ve search our c:::I fil~s. baclt to 
l January 1977 for references to POils, 

Appropriate O analysts sear~hed C:::J files D 
i I Jfor 
same period with negative resulta, Routine 1nclU!Ji01l_ 
~f POW/KIA-associated teru iu machine SCAM proceS& 
initiated during this period. 

[_] 

... I ______ __,j - ueg■tive results. 

..._ _______ _,j proposed tbat RSA and DIA 
vork together OD a fotmal continuing basis 011 POV/MIA 
issue.' ••• • 

'brtefin on POW'e 

I 
I 

Cl 

I 

I I 
I I 

I. 
I 

911.■lilillli8!._I ____ ___. 
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000115 

Case 1:04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-16 Filed 06/04/08 Page;t:~1t?r1-SB ~ 
J';l. 

• • • I 

~ 

•• ·,-----, 

i i 

• l lee 80 

4 Dec 80 

30 Dec 80 

Jc 81 

16 llar 81 

I I reque•tu 11111 u~ a m1c1, ~ 
Cullan reportedly aerriag • POV mt~on dud.Ilg 
Viotaaa var. D f111'111sbe4 liet I I 
po111l1Jla refa to Cubeu ill V:latua. no data 
oatbis. 

I I toe pr1or1ty 
14 Dec 1980 lA hopes of! j 

illfomt:ln cm c:olla.tenlly reported ! f llOftallt 
of u.s. POil! 1 from Udcmsal Prcn:lm:e toleatJ.ami. 
leptive leauJ.ta. • .. 

' j aer1oua reaenattOIIS about i 
its accuncy quiciiy 4m1ope4. 

CL\• HS#., DIA- repre11eatat1vu uet t l 
aad be"" presn.ta photos of Lao ucl Viet altea reportedly 
contii~na u.s. PClre. CL\ repreaeutat1Yei express cloubu 
abaat valWty of report& 1114 state tbat tbe earlier 
report of U.JI. ~• ·betq IIDVed to Vieat1ae 11 11, fra"4. 
DB uqes '"'~ opautloa·-.,taat llhcmaratb1 taos 
site to coaflni or• diaprove preauce of U.S. personnel. 

Sed.;oa ~ eabaages •IIOIII CU, DIA, tlSA, l • I 
j j seekl;, to a; tbs~ Iii: poHlllla 
measures to coUec:t aaJof POWa 1a 
,.,,,,rat~litt• &«ii ad tmeuta _ I 

• ~ :. ~th 11ep.tlva results regardi-q 

I ! a tea111 will go 
liito Laos to lnveatliate llllllmrath elte ill about . 
three vaa'ks vha11 aaother team c- oai: of Laos aa,1 
ill clebrf.efed. 

0 

- &E&lilEiliL/ -------
7 
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000116 

Case 1 :04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-16 Filed 06/04/08 Page 4 ~)l~:+i,.t.r-~.tl•..., 

.... 
14 Hay 81 

18 Kay 81 

22 Ja 81 

P3 

ms_ 2. Lf:' a a~= z .. ... I ----,0,........__.1 ·:~. : ' ·,....---1. --
.___ __ _.I teu bad exited Laos OD 13 Hay. 

I !ten reports u cauculu prlsoaera. 
(Phlltos CGDf:l:m tea's llebrief su'bsequntly). 

dvues that 1111 further ~1 effon: F!9J1tlcl 

: ~·, to dl11C1111a Caoii proposaP for nutabltsiii.a.t of aa 
ID.terageaq POV/till wor1d111 grnp. Fust maetlllg 
teut•~~y sc:hedoled for late Jul-earl! Aug. _ 

lflP •■UIM11--I ---r------, 
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Home I Nation & World 

Troubling Evidence on Vietnam POWs 
Are the numbers higher than we were told? 

By Peter Cory and Fred Coleman 

11122193 

Late on a aisp Washington afternoon, exactly one -week before Veterans Day, an 
unlikely trio stepped into the carpeted White House off'tO& of Anthony Lake, P'residenl 
Clinton's national securtty adviser. One was Carol Hrdlicka, just in from Kansas, the 
wife of an Air Foree pilot who was shot down over Laos in 1965. Next was Bany Toll, a 
highly decorated Vietnam veteran and former Army intelligence officer. Last was 
George Carver. A quinteuential Washington insider, the 63-year-old Carver had 
served three directors of the Central Intelligence Agency from 1966 to 1973 as special 
asaistant for Vietnamese affairs. 

The group handed Lake a packet of intelligence documents, then sat down to talk. 
They had a plan endorsed by several veterans groups, the three told Lake, a plan to 
heal the 20-year-old wounds of the Vietnam War. The evidence they had was from 
U.S. intelli(lence files and Soviet archivtla. lt ahowed, they said, that Vietnam never 
returned a large number of American prisoners of war-a fact, they insisted, that both 
countries knew at the time. In the packet given to Lake was everything he needed to -
vet the evidence for hlmaelt The U.S. files were identified not just by agency but by -
room number, file-cabinet serial numbers and drawer numbers. Lake was Joined by .,..
K.ent Wiedemann, the National Security Counal officer for Asian affairs. The two made 
no promises, but they asked good questions. The trio pressed on: The prasldent 
should appoint a commission to study the evidence from the U.S. and Soviet files and 
get the Vietnamese to admit to their deeds without reaimlnations. Only then could 
there be a final accounting of the prisoners and the missing from the Vietnam conflict. 
Only then could there be normal relations between the two countries. 

Unanswered questions. tf Vietnam did hold large numbers of unreturned prisoners, it 
would be a stunning revelation. The Vietnamese ratumed 591 American prisoners in 
Operation Homecoming in the spring of 1973. Since then, U.S. officials have pretty 
much agreed with the Nixon administration's contention that 111 the boys had come 
home. "The U.S. government is confident that the 591 POWs and 30-somelhing 
bodies of men who died in captivity wen, all the prisoners held in North Vietnam.■ says 
Edward Ross. chief of the Defense Department's office for POW/MIA affairs . Vietnam 
say.s the same thing. Separately, the Senate Select Commtttee on POW/MIA Affairs 
concluded that there ls ~no compelling evidence• of live Amerialn POWs in Indochina. 
The panel suggested that if men had been lefl behind, the numbers were small. 
Washington has presented Vle1nam with a•list of 135 cases of missing American 
servicemen whose fa1.e the Vietnamese should know. VVlth Vietnam's help, that list has 
now been reduced to only 80 unresolved cases. 

In the past few months, however, an extraordinary body of evidence has emerged to 
throw into question all previous estimates of unresolved POW cases from the Vietnam 
War. The evidence is purely circumstantial. but it ha.s created a burning n8'W' argument 
for families of the missing, while stoking their opposition to Clinton's plan for 
rapprochement with Vietnam. The developments include the rollowing: 

1 I 2 I ~ I ~ N.e. t )l 

f:lrint I Email Article I Respond I Newsletter 

R_4h, ~~ -000226 
'news/articles/931122/archive . 016140.htm 

S~a~~h r~-- - .• . - ·-~-
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~ I Nation & World 

Troubling Evidence on Vietnam POWs 
Page 2 of 4 

A top-secret document diSCX>vered in January In Soviet miAta,y archives by Harvard 
researcher S1aphan Morris. The document appears to be • report from a Soviet agent 
about a 1972 speech before the North Vietnamese Polltburo in which a general 
reveals that North Vietnam is holding 1,205 American prisoners. Since the Vietnamese 
returned 591 American POWr. in 1973-and 109 of them came from South Vietnamese 
prisons-the document suggests that North Vietnam never returned some 700 
American prisoners. 

A to~t report from the Soviet military intelligence agency GRU that was released 
in September in Russia. In this document, a centre! committee seaetary tells the 
Vietnam Wooers' Party in late 1970 or earty 1971 that while "we h■va published the 
names of 368" POWs [this was correct], the "total number of American aviator 
POWs ... is 735." 

A U.S. lntelllganoe report from a high-ranking North Vietnamese official named Tranh 
Minh Due, who was a spy for the United States. In his report, Tranh says that shortly 
aftertha alleged "1,205 POW1" speech in 1972, the North Vietnamese Politburo 
decided to detain a number of prisoners to use later as bargaining chips with 
Washington. Recently, a aible surfaced from old State Department files that tends to 
support the "1,205" document The cable refers to a British Labor Party leader named 
Clive Jenkins, who returned from a visit to Hanoi in Odober 1970. Vietnamese officials 
gave Jenkins the "impression" that there were about 900 American POWs in 
Vietnamese prisons, the State Department cable says. 

U.S. News has learned that intelligence files contain references to four other cases in 
which sources in Indochina reported as many as 800 U.S. prisoners not accounted for 
in other estimates. One of these sources was a Japanese Buddhist monk who said ha 
had shared a 01111 with three American servicemen in the mid-1980I. "I called them 
'America,' they called me 'Jap,' • the monk said. He added that a Vietnamese security 
official told him there were 700 to 800 more Americans incarcera1ed. 

Still more evidence tends to suggest that the number of American prisoners was 
higher than has been admowledged. Two Vietnamese defectors well known to the 
U.S Intelligence community spoke of large numbers of POWs. One of the defectors, a 
North Vietnamese army doctor named Dang Tan, was trotted out by the CIA in 1971 to 
talk of torture of American prisoners. In passing, he mentioned that he believed there 
were about 800 prisoners held by North Vietnam as long ■go as 1967. In 1979, a 
second defector, a man named Le Dinh, told the U.S. government officials In Paris that 
while he woriled for Vietnamese Intelligence he heard at staff meetings that 700 
Americans remained incarcerated in Vietnam after the war. Last week, a former North 
Vietnamese intelligence officer confinned that number In an interview with U.S. News. 
He said the prisoners were separa1ed into four groups. There was a large group of 
disabled prisoners and others approved for release, 11 U.S. intelligence operatives 
who were to be held for eventual trades for Soviet spies, an undetermined number of 
men who were to be ransomed for money or used to exert political lnftuence and 33 
"progressives," some of whom were given training to operate in the United States as 
double agents. Six actually undertook such missions, the former intelligence officer 
says. 

" E.!ID!L~ I 1 I 2 I 3 I 4 Next » 

000227 
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Troubling Evidence on Vietnam POWs 
Page 3 of 4 

Numbers game. Could suet, stories be true? The answer may lie partly in the 
Pentagon's counting of the missing. After Vietnam returned the 591 American 
servicemen in Operation Homecoming, the Pentagon continued to list 2,421 men 
missing tn Indochina. Of those, 1,118 had been declared killed in action during the 
war. That left 1,303 unaccounted for. About these men, the Pentagon said, it "had no 
information to shaw condusively they are allve or dead." Some believe the survival 
rate of those 1,303 could have been as high as 50 percent. If the estimate is roughly 
accurate, it could mean that es many as 650 American servicemen survived the war 
but remain unaccounted for. The Pentagon's Ed Ross contends that every single case 
of the missing has been re-examined. That there were large numbers of POWs, he 
says, Is Impossible. 

Air Force Lt. Gen. Eugene Tighe, who ran the Defense Intelligence Agency after the 
Vietnam War, is not sodlsmisslve. The DIA Is the lead government agency on the 
POW Issue. In an Interview, Tighe said that many servicemen were listed as killed In 
adlon on the flimsiest of evidence. If the evidence was wrong, Tighe said, "you can go 
through the total number of missing through the whole war and come up with some 
fairty large numbers" of survivors. 

Wny might the Vietnamese have detained so many more Americans? Le Quang Khai 
is an 11-year veteran of Vietnam's foreign ministry who defected to the United States 
last year. During the Paris peace talk.a in 1973, Khal says, political opinion wes split in 
Vietnam on what to do with American prisoners of war. Hard-liners wanted to hold 
them all until their demands for war reparations were satisfied; liberals wanted to 
release them to improve Vietnam's image. A compromise was reached to release 
some POWs-591 turned out to be the number, Khai says. The reat were detained, 
Khai says, because Vietnam believed that the Paris peace talks marted the 
beginning-not the end-of negotiations with Washington. 

The negotiations went nowhere. President Nixon resigned in 1974, his administration 
staling that it had "no indication at this moment that there are any Americans alive in 
Indochina." Concludes Khai: "'Mth no negotiations, there was no framework to return 
the POWs." Some, Khai says, were given to Hanoi's allies: "It is a fact that some 
[Americans] were sent to Russia, China and other countries." Some intelligence 
analysts question Khai's bona tides, but they say his story could be accurate. Says 
General Tighe: "The Vietnamese. the Russians and Chinese ... were intensely 
Interested in getting hold of American prisoners: 

The evidence that 'NOuld support such a theory remains elusive. Barry Toll says that 
from 1973 to 1975 he had access to top-secret messages concerning POWs. Toll 
says he saw cables concerning the transfer by diplomatic airaaft of 10 to 20 American 
POWs to the Soviet Union from Hanoi. He says another message that was "seared in 
his memory" reported on 290 to 340 American servicemen the Pentagon had identified 
as prisoners in Laos. This cable, Toll says, concluded that the men had to be 
abandoned: Washington could not admit to their existence because the Nixon 
administration had conducted a secret and illegal war there. Toll says he resigned 
from his Pentagon post in 1975 to protest this abandonment Investigators on the 
Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affair-a say they confirmed Barry Toil's military 
record and duties as an Intelligence officer but were unable to corroborate the specific 
message traffic. 

http~?~. usnews.com/usnews/news/articles/931122/archive 0 16140 3.htm 
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iU.s.News Subscrit ,c About \Ji; Coritact .Us 
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Home. I Nation & World 

Troubling Evidence on Vietnam POWs 
Page 4 of 4 

Proving the case. Others insist the evidence exists. George Carver, who accompanied 
Toll to the White House meeting with Anthony Lake earlier this month, says that while 
he was at the CIA, he saw evidence that led him to believe the Vietnamese and 
Laotians were holding more U.S. prisoners than they admitted. Carver believes the 
document obtained from the Soviet archives mentioning 1,205 prisoners Is authentic. 
Based on other intelligence Carver has seen, however, he believes there were only 
about 300 unreturned American prisoners. "I think the case for 300." Carver says, "is 
almoS1 presentable to a jury." 

To prove that case, however, solid evldenca is needed to show that the unretumed 
POWs were held separately from the 591 who were returned. Critics of this "theory of 
a separate prison system" argue that no one has furnished such proof. John McCain is 
one skeptic. Now a Republican senator from Arizona, he was a prisoner in Vietnam for 
5 1/2 years and heard nothing about ~parate prison systems. Former Rep. William 
"Billy" Hendon disagrees. A POW activist, Hendon has maps and satellite photos that 
he says prove several Vietnamese prison camps held large numbers of Americans. No 
men came back from those camps. Sen. Bob Smith, • New Hampshire Republican 
who has visited Vietnamese prisons where intelligence reports say Americans were 
held, agrees with Hendon. "I don't know if anyone is alive today.but I do know that we 
don't have all the facts.• Condudes George Carver: "I want to hope and pray that there 
are some left alive, that's what my heart tells me. But my head tells meto be cautious. 
For [the Vietnamese],it might be far better to dispose ofthe evidence." 

"e~ I 1 , i 11 I 4 

Print I Email Article I Respond I Newsletter 

First Name Last Name 

Address City 

State Zip Email 
Select ..,. ! 

_J 

http~.usnews.com/usnews/news/articles/931122/archive_ 016140 _ 4.btm 

r·•· .. ---..... ... .. 
Scai-ch ; 

L--:;-- - J - •... 

il.d·,rn ne<:d 

8/25/2006 

544

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 73 of 271



000073

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-1   Filed 10/22/16   Page 70 of 169

CJUllTft 

DOJ 

• • ACQ 

SOURCE 

.. 

.. 
' 

000121 

OAtf 

• • . . . . . . . 
P C.-i:'1 ....... 1&5oir- EBRJ£r11,c·· Sit! ,cit CAPtllRlD u.s. 
,1Lois JI v11H ,~u PROVINCE .••uum•«;e~e 
AND COlr."UNlSt CHJNEsi P£RSOHH!L AT TH! lltr 

·• 

I • .. 
. 
i : 

• 1 ~ 
• rL. • . . 

. ' 

t : • 

[ 
' • 

• I : 

(ouv0 -· t 
' . . ' _··. . . . . 

•. 

545

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 74 of 271



000074

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-1   Filed 10/22/16   Page 71 of 169
Casi *21 i. ~ 

v·' 
\f•'ntr. 1At +- f~'!ff) ~ 

J. A PJt[LJNlNARY DEMIEFltlG POlNT· 'CJI U. S, PILOTS SHOT 
• 
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Raff O ■ EA l AT TBE NATICIQL AR2iIVES 

Summary of 1981 , r ! ~!- :-. ~~cussion as renembered by Source: 

Casey came into the Roosevelt Room from the Oval office with 
President Reagan and Vice President Bush. ?ffltional Security 
Advisor Allen joined them, as they stopped for a moment to talk. 

They were headed toward another larger meeting# and Chief of 
Staff Baker and Deaver stood a few feet away, at the doorway, 
waiting for the group to enter the meeting. 

Casey s4id to the PresJ.dent; · What do you want to do about the 
message?" 

President: NWhat message?• 

Caseyz "The message from the Vietnamese, through the Canadians 
and China." 

President: (To Group) "What do you think?" 

Casey: "I think its just China running interference at Vietnam." 

VP Bush: " i agree . • 

Casey: Mwe can't give $4.5 billion to the Vietnamese, it would 
be paying blackmail.• 

VP Bush: "Yeah, I agree.• 

Allen: "If these are live POWs, we should do something about it." 

Baker and Deaver come up. 

Baker: • Its time for the meeting." 

Preside.nt: "OK .... (to Casey) do something about it." 

Group departs room for meeting. 

000123 

EXHIBIT 

547

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 76 of 271



Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-1   Filed 10/22/16   Page 73 of 169

Case 1 :04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-19 Filed 06/04/08 Page 2§J } / B 

.-IJ).1r~ i 
I .iA---kr,) 
~ .:cfl.i 

R€PR00'JCEO AT n<E NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

~ ,,s-, ~½: -
~ir-U ~ [ w,.~ ~ 

/J~ 

~ (/) ,(if) ~ 
® °1 
~ . R~ . ~ 

ltf"Z ~ ftt.r-..._ / (~/. l-~r--+ -/It.A-. c.k-.: 1 {~ • /.., ~ ------!JV>.} c[~ r'l- ~ . ~✓ -I cf~ r I • •-..__ 
··~--

Y.{I""') r,,J- ~ ~ ►f ·, af{A) ,,.;/r-r.,,.,.(/. Jb,-,.-. 
~ ~ -1-o (f)- 5~s cu .. ~.,p 4 IJ~ ,•s~w-<. 

J44 ~,v.--~ ; ~ ~ a-t.e. - 15~ tu4f'Y d 
f~n~41-r,0 .. 

EXHIBIT 

000124 

I +3 b {i) ~--""11111 

548

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 77 of 271



Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-1   Filed 10/22/16   Page 74 of 169
Case 1:04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-19 Filed 06/04/08 Page 3 of 5E X / / Cr 

-, l 
• I 0-30-92 04 : 22PM FROM SEN L _,4MI1R DC TO 42300 P002/004 

...... --.. _....,.....'\.. ..... --.~~ - --_, ... _.__. ... .,. ------- ----&-- --- -~---_,.. ----... -- _._,...., __ 
----IT--lla -~..,.,....,.,,_ 

... ~,11-""-- sruc;r C:OIQl!nTU 01" POW/l,IIIIA APf'.-IRS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051<>-6500 

Novenlber 4, 1992 

Mr. John F'. Syp}u:j_t 
14314 Kans~on Haight• O~~vo 
Harvard, Illinois 60033 

Dear Mr. Syphr.i. t: 

A.a Members of the United States Senate Selecc Conaitt•• on 
POW/MIA Affairs, we are vritinq to request that you voluntarJ.ly 

appear before the Sale~t Comm.ittee at the earliest possible da.te. 

We would like you to de•c:ribe under oatji you. reported 
know1edga of a 1981 off~ d.isc::ussad at the White Bouse involving 
the re1;urn o~ Alllc:ri.cozi POW• );,y Vietnam i.n exc;ban9• ~or $4.5 
billion by the On.ited State•. We understand you acquired this 
reported knov1edqe in your capacity as An indi,ridual serv.i.ng a 
limited funct~on on a secret service deUil inside T;he ll'hi.ce 
Houee in 1981. • • 

As yo'li are aware, th• Selact COlllll..ittN chose not to enforce 
the subpc>enA we served on you in July following a requ••t by th• 
tiecuti.ve Branch tor discu••i.ona oi1 ~o matter. Sao• .J'uly, th.a 
Select Commi.ttee hu bald d.1.•cussiona vi.th the llati.onal Security 
Mviaor to the Pz:esident, the Sac:rataxy of the 'treas'G.ry, and the· 
Di.rector of the Secret serv1.ca. ~.i:ng 'Chase cUscuasi.ona, no one 
has challenged the aut.hority o~ the Select Conn1ttae to ~•sue the 
subpoena that vas sezved on you. However, the Execut.1..ve Branch 
ha• ux:ged that wa not enforce th• ■ubpoena becau•• it may ■et a 
precedent whi.ch vou1d adV9rsely atfee,: the un.1.que, protect~ve 
roiat.102\.ah~p be-tween th• ~sident .lDd th$ Socrct S.rT~~~. 

we want to u.ncuu:acore the 1.mpore&nca 1'8 place on daterm:I n f.ng 
the accuracy of your uitoxmacion. 11: . .ia the v.t.ev o~ t:.ha seJ.ect 
Colllmi.ttee. that any American that may have LnfOD1Ation 011 ~riea.n 
pr.1soner~ of war blli.nq hel.d after 1913 has a .oral. obl~gation to 
ow: mi.aainq man and their families U> bring this information to 
our attention. We h&vw 110 doubt that you are a patriotic 
Amarica.n vho l.ove.:, b.i■ country, ACS doao.run:.rated. by your 
distinguished mi.litaxy and civilian service record ac:anning 24 
ye&r:s. 

We hope you wil.l therefore comply vith our request that you 

pcovide your. sworn t.eati.JDon.y on a volUJ1ta.%Y baai•. Sy not 
complying with this request, the Select Committee tdU be faced 

EXHIBIT 
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Hr. John J!. Sypb.rit 
lloYambar 4, 1992 
page :z 

with haring to ~lan&M the c:onca:aaa of pi:eaezvJ.ag t.be i.ntep.S.t.J' 
of the Sec%9t Sez:vlce iJl J.ta role of PRttlctinf the ~•Ldent 
v.lth the comittee•• detemtMtion to obr.&111 all 2:ele•ant 
1:fl,:J.mony vhe:ce necessai:y :by' aubpOena. WS.Ch you cooper:auon, 
the Select Comm.ttee Vi.11 not be forced into this diff.lcult 
ima.t. ti.on • 

we also wani: to allay any c:onc:az:u you may have uout 
po••.l.bl• .l.nt:£mid&1:1.t.on, har••--~, or rnalJ.a~t.oa avau,nat JOU u 
a nsalt of any stataments you make be!oze the Select C'.olmllttee. 
Both the Depart11lent of the ~••uzy and the Sec~ Sen-ice have 
aasw:ecl ua chat -chQy w~1.1 n.01: asswae a potRUD o~ ,:ei:a.11atJ.oa 
again•t you for •oluntarily tmstifying' befoz• the S.lect 
CCaalttee. we aalc you ,:a. accept our 1IDz:d as 1JnJ.tecl Staas 
Senators that we wLll take atrcmg action to nspond to any 
ntaliation or intimidation against you as a result of being 
a■kad to tesUfy l:lefoi:e ~ Coem!~~-

You may know that the laws of the Ullitec:l States malce 
otl■mct.lon o~ a c:angre11■1.anal J.nvae.lgotion a c:rim1nal o~~muse. 
In 1982, Congress enacted the Victia and lfitnua Pl:OtaCtion .kt 
t:o atzengt:han th••• criJl.1.n,al pro,,isioas. It 1• a crlminal 
offense ta attempt to intJ.aidate, 1:Ju:Nten, ar COftllptlr ~•uade 
an .:l.ncU.v.idual ~ omer to induce the incU.vidwal. not to testify 
ba!o~ a congza■a.:Lonal. c:c:aad.tt .. , ~ t:o w.1.1:!lllol.d ini!oz:Daati.OI\, o,: 
ta cha:s:age his or he:r testiJllany. ' 

aaraa1U11en~ o:t an S.ZU:U.V1d\Ull. 1:0 hindaJ: or. &il•aulldtl t:bo 
1ncl.l."ri.dual· from t•ti1J'ini i.S •l•o criminal c:ond.ac:t. ea 
atmtnal penalties for obatnc:ting u J.mreati.pt:Lon oz: "Tfncr 
vi.th a witness extend up to tan yeap' ~t.ac,n--nt and S2 0,000 
fbea in the moat •eri.oua caaas. These laws m:e camplwntad by 
ai.vJ.l. statutes pzoh.tb.iting interierenc:• w.1.1:h os zet:alJ.a~1on 
ag&J.nst gcnrexnment employees, :military OZ' ci.vili.an, for p1:ovJ.cU.ng 
illfozmat~on to Ccngz••- • 

As the ChaJ.z::man of ow: C0111Li.tt- stated' oa the f1oor of the 
Sena~ th.is past sprinq, •Even a hint that any v.1.tn••• ia being 
ha.rxasaed, intimidated, or threatened in any way vi.11 be t:he 
ba.■ie for an immediAte referral of the incidu~ to 'Che 
app:op:iata au~hcriti•• fo~ inYactLg&t.i.on and, where juAtified, 
cr11Dinal prosecution.• 

We hope this le,;t.er haa convinced you of~ J.mpoEtaAc:e we 
place on hearing yov.r awozn testimony. The Senate has given us 
an important mission, whJ.c:h the American people expect ua to 
c:omp1e1:e. • 
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10-30-~2 04:22PM FROM SiN oD\.-,-ITH DC TO «2300 

Hr, J'ohn i"- Syphrit 
November 4, 1992 
paqa 2 

Youx- deci.:..i.on co·aae1at the Selcc.t COllll.ittee wi.ll bet 9:eat.Ly 
appreciated. We ask that you iJ=ediately contact us to &J:'%'ange 
for your testimony at the earliest possible date. Should you 
have any questions on·this matter, ple&58 contact any on• ot u5 
di%ectly. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
BOB SMXTH 
Vice-Chairman 
United Sta.te• Senato~ 

Jomt HCCAIN 
'Uni.tad St:a-caa Sena'COr 

BARltBROWH 
United States Senator 

CHUCK GRASSLEY 
Uni.ted States Senator 

WUICY LANDON D.SSDAUH 
UDited States Senate= 

JBSSB HBLHS 
United s~ates sau~o~ 

CCI J. ThOIIUIB Burch, Att:omey at Lav 

··--·· 

uOUI f'. OUT, USS 
Chaiz:man • 
united State• Senator 

TOK DUCSLE 
tnu~ed States Senator 

DaaY R2ID 
United sutes senator 

CllAJU,BS ROBB 
UD1ted State& Senator 

BOB URREY 
'United St.ates Senato: 

JIIRB 1COBL 
'On1 -Ced Si:atas Senat.o.a: 

•• ---· - . ·-

000127 
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J,t &uion SENATE 

POW/MIA'S 

REPORT 

OFTllB 

furollT 
103-l 

SELECT COMMITI'EE ON POW/MIA AFFAIRS 

UNITED STATES SENATE 

G'l-10< 

JAr,'UAltY 13, 1993.---0rdcred to be printed 

Filed p11nW1nl lo Senate Rnolulion 10 

U.S. OOVllltNMCHT PIUNTINO ornc• 
WASHINOT<lN : 19'9 

EXHIBIT 
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7b ""- who,,,,,.,,.,__, 
We aalute, 81 well, the vet.erana and ~ble aclm8t poupe 

who have nner &tollll8d ~DI for anawenL fteae are the people 
who fought apinat-tl.e ng; who peniat,ed In their ~· 
ina; and whoie concema lid directly t.o the creation of the Select 
Committee. The Committee•• invastiption bu validated their ef. 
fort&, for they had pod reaon t.o uwue that the full ator., W81 not 
~ told. to lluaeat that there was mon to learn and to inaf8t 
that a renewed (ocus on the ,._ would produce p-eat.er preaaure 
and :,iald new reeulta. 

It ia to thme American■• therefcn-e. to the POWa who ntunaed 
and to all thoee who did not. to the families and veterans who kept 
the ~ alhe. that we 1119' tribute. aad t.o whom we have dedi
catecl the work of this Committee. incluclins this final report. 

THB OOMIOfflB'I PUBl'CIIII 

The moet b8lic principle of pel90J_l8I honor in America's armed 

tr=:.=.·.'!.~{: a:r s: ,.=.~~ ~ 
names of thoae who cliecl in the efrort to eave their CDllmldea in 
arms. That bond of l~ty ·and obliaatlon wbich ep!lff8CI • many 
aoldiera to aacrifice themaelvea ia mfrroied by the obligation owed 
to every aoldier by our nation, in whoae name thclle aacrifima were 
made. 

Amidst the uncertaintlee of war, every ddier la entitled to one 
~at he will not be fOllotten. Aa former POW Eusene 
.. Red" McDaniel put it, aa an American asked to eene: 

I was prepared to fight, to be wounded, to be captured, 
and even piepared t.o die, but I waa not prepared to be 
abandoned. 

Tbe Senate Select Onnmitt. on POW /MIA Aff'aira was created 
to euure tut our nation meeta lta obligation to the milldn, and to 
the fiuniliee of thoae still Uated • unaccounted for from the war in 
Southeast Asia or prior confticta. Aa pat year■ have ahown, that 
::t.,t1on cannot fully be paid with sympathy, monuments, 

beneftta or fie It ia an obi~ aolemn duw-that 
can be met only with tlae beet and IDGllt complete answers that are 
within our power to provide. 

Trep:ally, amt for reuona found both at home and abroad, those 
anawun have been &low in coming. Our nation baa been haunted 
by the paati'!,ility that aome of the miuing may have aumwed and 
tllat, aomewhere in Southeast Alia. brave men remain in captivity. 

Although we know that the ciwcumataoeee ot war make it impoe, 
m'ble for us to learn what hap_pened to all the miaaiq, we have 
Ileen haunt.eel, as well, by our knowledge that there are &ODie an-
1W81'8 from Southeast Asia we could have had long ago, but have 
been denied. 

Because our wartime advereariee in Vietnam and Laoa have been 
ao slow to pnwide the answen, the American people turned to the 
U.S. Gcnernment for help, but events over the past 20 yuars haw 
unclmnined Che public'& trust. The Indochina war, itaelr, was 
partly a eecret war and records were falsified at the time to main-
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taiD that eecrecy. The Paris Peace Accoids promised answers to 
POW /MIA familiea, but the war ·between North and South Viet
nam did not ~ and for the families of many1 the answers did not 
come. Ever-ehanadng Defeme Department polfclea confwied fami
lies and other1 a6ou1 the official status of the missing and obscured 
even the number of men who might possibly have remained alive. 
The ofricial penchant for secrecy left many families, activfsta and 
even Memben .of Congrysa unatile to share fully in their own gov
ernment's knowledge about the fate of fellow citimns and loved 
ones and this. more than anything, contn"buted to the atmosphere 
of ~le~ and doubt. 

UDderplD~ all this, the POW /MIA faaue la alive ~ be
cause or a fundamental conflict between the law& of probability and 
the dictates of human nature. On a subject 118 penonal and emo
tional as the sunival of a family member, there is nothbur more 
diflk:ult than to be asked to accept the prabability of deatli when 
the pc,aaibillty or life iemains. Since Operation Homecomi"A, the 
U.S. Government has sought to avoid raising the hopm of W / 
MIA famUles; it has talk&a about the need to maintain penpective 
and about the lack of convincing evidence that Americans remain 
alive. But U.S. off"icials cannot J1l'Olluce eridence that all of the 
missing are dead; and becawle tlaey have been so careful not to 
raise false h~, they have ld themselves open to the charge that 
~ have given up hope. Thia, too, has contributed to public and 
family mistrust. 

l\fany of the factors that led to controveny surrounding the fat.ea 
of V'ietnam-era POW /MIAs are present, as well, with nspc!Ct to the 
miaaing from World War IL Korea and the Cold War. Here, too, 
there have been barriers to gaining information from foreign gov
ernments; uceaai¥~on the part of our own government; 
and provocative re ial and unofflcial--ebout what might 
have ha__ppened to left behind. 

The Select Committee was created because of the need to reea
tabliah trust between our pvernment and our _people on this most 
paint\al and emotional of 188Ue&. It waa created to investigate and 
tell publicly the complete story about what our government kDOWII 
and has known, and what it is doing and hu done on behalf of our 
POW /MJAa. It was created to examine the poesibility that unac
counted for Americana miJht have surri-ved in captivity after P0W 
re~tions at Odessa m World War 11, after OP8ration Big 
Switch in Korea in 1953, after O,ld War incidents, and particularly 
after Operation Homecoming in Vietnam in 1978. It waa created to 
ensure that accountinJ. for missing Americans will be a matter qf 
highest national priority, not only in word but in practice. It was 
created to encourage real cooperation from foreip governments. It 
was created, in abort, to pursue the truth, at liome and overseas. 

Whether the Committee hu succeeded in ita uaJgned taaka will 
be a matter for the P.ublic and for history to Judje. aearly, we 
cannot clai~r nor coufd we have ho~. to tiave learned ~bing. 
We had neitner the authority nor the reeources to make cue tiy 
case determinations with respect to the status of the milalng. The 
~ob of negotiatinf. conducting interviews, visiting pri&ons, excavat-
1118 crasli sit.ea. mvestigat.ing live-alghti~ reports and evaluating 
arduval materiala can only be completed by the Ezecutive branch. 
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claims that prisoners were being held, and on the large number of 
American _pilots who were listed as missing in action in Laos com
pared to the number being propoaed for return. Top military and 
intelligence officials expressed the hope, at the time the peace 
agreement was signed, that as many as 41 aervicemen loet in Laos 
would be retumecl. However, only ten men (7 U.S. military, 2 U.S. 
civilian and a Canadian) were on the list of prisoners captured in 
Laos that was turned over by the DRV. 

During the first 60 days, while the American troop withdrawal 
was underway, the Nixon Administration contacted North Viet
namese officials repeatedly to express concern about the incom
J>lete nature of the prisoner lists that hac! been received. In early 
February, President Niaon sent a message to the DRV Prime Min
ister saying, with respect to the list of only ten POWs from Laos, 
that: 

U.S. records show there are 317 American military men 
unaccounted for in Laos and it is inconceivable that only 
ten of these men would be held prisoner in Laos.1 41 

Soon thereafter, Dr. Kissinger presented DRV officials with 19 
case folders of Americans who should have been accounted for, but 
who were not. The U.S. prot.ests continued 15 and in mid-March, 
the U.S. threatened briefly to halt the withdrawal of American 
troops if information about the nine American prisoners on the 
DRV /Laos list and about prisoners actually held by the Pathet Lao 
were not provided.•• By the end of the month, top Defense Depart• 
ment officials were recommending a aeries of diplomatic and mili
tary options aimed at achieving an accounting for U.S. prisoners 
thought to be held in Laos. 

UJlimateJy, the Nixqn Administration proceeded with the with
drawal of troops in return for the release of prisoners on the lists 
provided by the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong. 

Post-hom«oming 
The _public statements made by President Nixon and by higJi De

fense Def!lt'tment officials following the end of Operation Home
coming did not fully reflect the Administration's prior concern that 
live U.S. prisoneni may have been kept behind. Administration offi
cials did, however, continue to stress publicly the need for Vietnam 
to meet its obligations under the peace agreement, and U.S. diplo
mats pressed both the North Vietnamese and the Pathet Lao for 
information concerning missing Americans. Unfortunately, due to 
the intransigence of our adversaries, those efforts were largely una• 
vailing. 

During the Committee's hearings, it was contended by Dr. Kis
singer and some Members of the Committee that Congressional at-

u Cable fnm, Pre.lda,t Nlm11 lo Pham Va11 °""•• Felwuary 2 1!1'111 
• • For aample, Or. ia.;..,.,, ll!nt a callle to Le Due n.o on Man:h 20, 1!1111 •)'Ing, fn pare; 

''Tht U.S. alde h• bec>oone inel'Qllnld)' dilturi,ed about the quatlon ct American prioonen held 
er milai111 In LaGa . .. the U.S. aide l,aa INld• clear on man)' -iona lhat the list or onlJ nine 
Amerieari ~n ~need belal.edl1 by tbe Palhet Lm ii. dea,l:r lna,mplele." 

"Same lfemt.i. ortbe !INct Committee i.n.,,,, that the U.S. threat to halt troop ,.,,tbdn1"• 
alo rdt....i onl)" to U.. pt'iaot,en on tt. DRV/Laoa llat, and ha-. died ~on)' II)' oome 
'"""" NillOft Adi:niniltntion offldala ..... - conwmporary - -OWlla lo NPport Iha• 
.rlcw. 

555

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 84 of 271



000084

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-1   Filed 10/22/16   Page 81 of 169
Case 1 :04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-30 Filed 06/04/08 Page 5 of 31 

000199 

titudes would have precluded any Administration effort to respond 
forcefully to the DRV's failun to ~ide an accounting for missing 
American servicemen. These Members or the Committee contend 
that their view is BUpportecl by the Senate's ~on on May 31, 
1973 or an amendment otl'erecl by U.S. Sen. Robert Dole that would 
have permitted the continued bombing or Laos and Cambodia if the 
Prealdent cert1fied that North Vietnam "iB not making an account
ing. to the beat of its ability, of all miaalng in action peraonnel in 
Soiltheast Asia," IT 

CONCLV810N8 

'lbe Committee believes that its investigation contributed aianifi
cantly t.o the ~c record or the neptiating history or the POW/ 
MIA provisions of the Paris Peace Aceorda. and of the compllca• 
tiana that aniae during efforts to implement thaae provisions both 
before and after the completion of Operation Homecom...,_ That 
record indicates that there eaisted a hither 4e,ree or CDDcern 
within the Administration about the piuibility that priaonera were 
~ left behind in LRoa than had been known previously, and 
that various options for reaponding to that concern were diacusaed 
at the highest levels or lfO"arnment. 

The Committee not.es that some Administration statements at 
the time the a,reement was _l@ed ex~ greater certainty 
about the compJetenem or the POW return than they should have 
and that other statements may have understated the _problema that 
would arise during implementation and that-taken ~er. 
theae atatementa fflll).' have raiaecl public and family ex~tions 
too hish, The Committee further notes that statements made after 
the a,reement was ~ may have understated U.S. concerns 
about the P.l)&llibillty tliat live ~era remained, ~hereby contrib
uting fn suhaequent Ye(U'8 to oubllc susolclon and distruaL Howev
er, the Committee concludes that the phrasi~ or these statements 
was deaisned to avoid r~ what were believed t.o be false hopes 
amoa:_IB POW /MIA famiUes, rather than to mislead the American 
people. 

lnuesiigation of the occounWl8 prtK:aB 
The Committee Investigation included a comprehensive review or 

the pracedures used by the U.S. Government to account for Ameri
can prisoners and musing from the befrinning or the war in South• 
east Asia until the present day:. The purposes were: 

To determine accurately the number of Americana who 
sened in Southeast Asia during the war who did not return, 
either alive or dead; 

To evaluate the accuracy of the U.S. Government's own f88t 
and curnnt process for determining the likely status and Fate 
or missing Americana; 

To learn what the casualty data and intelligence information 
have to tell us about the number or Americana whose fat.es are 
truly "unaccounted tor" f'rom the war in Vietnam; and 

"Other OoenmllUNI Memben balleft tllal 11111 -"" R11M ameMIUllt lo an llfflllld,neal 
offered by Sen. Mark Hatllald - llimal r■T - ■t ■rzlhnllillll Pralaat Nllum to -'1111111 
~ ,- -,ll Sludaat Mia than lopln ■II ·--r-111ilallll A-lcaa1, 
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To conaicler whether efrorta to obtain the fullest possible ac
counting of our POW /MIAs was treated, as claimed, 811 a 
matt.er of "lwrheat national priority" by the Eucutive branch; 

To - die utent to wliich Defense Department and DIA 
accounting policies and practices contributal to the confuaion, 
~icfon and distrust tbat has charactemed the POW /MIA 
iaaue for the past 20 yeara; and 

To determine what chanall8 need to be made to policies and 
proce_dune fn order to inatl1I public confidence In tbe govem

. ment's POW /MIA accounting PIOCe88 with respect to past and 
future confticte. 

Although 2,264 AmeriCBDI currently are listed as "unaccounted 
for'' from the war in Indochina, the number of Americana whose 
fate is truly unknown ill Car smaller. Even during the war, the U.S. 
Government mew and the families in'VOlved knew that, in many of 
these C8811, there was certainty that the soldier or airman was 
killed at the time of the incident. '11iese ant pnerally caaea involv
ing individuals who were killed when their airplanes crashed into 
the sea and no parachutes were aight.ed, or where others witneaecl 
the death of a aeniceman in combat but were unable to recover 
the body. 

Of the 2,2&& Americana now liat.ed as unaccounted for, 1,095 fall 
into this cateaoJy. These individuals were liated 811 ''killed in 
action/body not recovered" (KJA/BNR) and were not included on 
the lista of POW /MIA& that were releaaecl publicly ~ the Defense 
and State Departments durina the war or for aeveral years thereaf• 
ter. It waa not until the late 1970'1 that KJA/BNRa were added to 
the official Hats of "milling'' Americans. 

The nest la~ ~P of Americans now on the list of 2,264 
originally waa lilted by _the mill~ senic:ee or by DIA as ••mming 
in action.'' Thele are individuaJs who became miaeing either in 
combat or in non-combat circumstances, but who were not known 
for certain either to have been killed or t.o have been taken into 
~tivity. In mos~ but not all, of these caaee, the circumstances of 
dis~ppearance coupled with the lack of evidence or survival make it 
highly probable t6at the individual died at the time the incident 
occurred. 

ApProzimately 1.172 of the still unaccounted for Americans were 
origmall)' listed either aa MIA or as POW. Of theee, 333 were lost 
in Laos, 348 in North Vietnam, 450 in South Vietnam, 37 in Cam
bodia and 4 in China. Since before the war ended, the POW /MIA 
accounting effort has focused, for good reason, on a relatively small 
number of theae 1,172 Americans. that iii those who were either 
known to have been taken captive, or who were lost in circum
stances under which aumval waa deemed likely or at least reason
ably possible. These cases. in addition to others in which intelli
gence inclicat.ee a Southeast Asian Government may have known 
the fate of the missing men, are currently referred to as "discrep
ancy cases." 

In 1987, Gen. John W. Vessey, Jr. (USA-Bet.) was appointed Pres
idential Emissary to Vietnam on POW /MIA matters. Gen. Veasey 
subsequently ~uaded Vietnam to allow in-country jnveatigations 
~ the U .S: Government or high.priority diacrepanc_y_ cues. The 
DIA and DOD's Joint Task Fon:e-l'ull Accounting (JTF-FA) have 
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identified a total of 305 discrepancy cases, of which 196 are in Viet
nam, 90 are in Laos, and 19 are in Cambodia. 11 

In 61 of the cases in Vietnam, the fat.e of the individual has been 
determined through investigation, and the Committee finds that 
Gen. Vessey correctly states that the evidence JTF-FA has gath
ered in each of these cases indicates that the individuals had died 
prior to Operation Homecoming. The fil'Bt round of investigation of 
the 135 remaining eases in Vietnam ia expected to be completed by 
January 18, 1993. A second round of investigation, which will pro
ceed geographically on a district by district basis, will commence in 
February, 1993. 

None or the discrepancy c:sses in Laos and Cambodia has been 
resolved. Becaune many or the Americana lost in those countries 
disappeared in areas that were under the control of North Viet
namese forces at the time, reaolution of the IDY.)rity of Laos/Cam
bodia cases will de_Jlend on a process of tripartite cooperation that 
has barely begun. The Committee further finds that, in addition to 
the past reluctance of the Vietnamese and Lao to agree to a aerie& 
of tripartit.e. talks with the United States, both the Department of 
State and the Department of Defense have been slow to push euch 
a process forward. 

Aa mentioned above, the Committee will append a case-by-case 
description of the circumetances of 101111 of each unreeolved diacrep
ang, case to this report. Those descriptions demonstrate that tlie 
U.S. Government has knowledqe in only a small number of cases 
that the individuals involved were held captive and strong indica
tions in only a small number more. 

HoweveT, that is not to sa~ that the Governments or Vietnam 
and Laos do not have knowledge pertaining to these or other MIA 
cases which may indicat.e survival. Answeni to these troublesome 
queations will best be obtaineci through an accounting process that 
enjQy& full cooperation from those governments. 

The findings or this phase rL the Committee's investigation in
clude: 

000201 

By far the greatest obstacle to a succe88f'ul accounting effort 
over the past twenty years has been the refusal of the foreign 
governments involved, until recently, to allow the U.S. access 
to key files or to carry out in-country. on-site investigations. 

The U.S. Government's process for accounting for Americans 
missing in Southeast Asia has been flawed by a lack of re
sources, organizational clarity, coordination and consistency. 
These problems had their roots during the war and worsened 
after the war as frustration about the ability to gain access 
and answen from Southeast Asian Governments increased. 
Through the mid-1980's, accounting for our POW/MIAs was 
viewed offlcialJy more as a bureaucratic exercise than as a 
matter of "highest national priority." 

The accounting prooeus hae improved dramatically in recent 
)'.ears as a result of.the high pnority attached to it by Presi
itents Reagan and Bush; because of the success of Gen. V eseey 

11 Gen. v-,,•a fS110naibitiUce are limited lo Viotnam. Tti. lr,-tl.aatlon or diacrepanc:, 
- In 1- ■nd Cambodia la tlw reopon.llbflit)' of the Joint Tulc Fo,.,..tiall AcmuntinJ . ..c.a1i
lilhed Janua'7 1.8, 1992, u ■ - lo tlw Joint Cu11alty Ro■ol11llon C..ntu. 
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and the JTF-FA in pining permilldon for the U.S. to conduct 
investigations on the ~d in Southeast Alia; becaue or an 
increase in reaouicea; and because of the Committee's own ef. 
forts. in association with the Ezecutive &ranch, to gain areater 
~tion from the Governments of Vietnam, Laos and Cam-

After an exhaustive review or oftidal and unoftlcial lists or 
captive and milllling Americana from wartime years to the 
preaent, the Committee uncovered numerous errors in data 
ently and numerous d~ciee between DIA reeonls and 
tboae or other military oft"'aces. The emn that have been iclen
tiftecl, however, have aince been corrected. Al a Nault, the 
Oommitt.ee finaa no mounda to questlan the ace~ of the 
current. oft1cial Uat of thole unaccounted for from the war in 
Southeast Alia. Thie list inclwlea 2,222 missing ...tcemen 
ezcept dw,1&11 and 42 miaaiu civilialla who were lost while 
performing .-vices for the U-nited States Government. Tbe 
Omnmittee has found no evidence to aupp,rt the emtence of 
rumored "secret liata" of additional misting Americana. 

The deciaion by the U.S. Government to talelf'y "location or 
1088'' data ror American caeualties in Camboilia and Laos 
during much or the war contributed aianifican~ both to DUblic 
distruet and to the difflcultiee ex_penenced by the DIA and 
othen in tr.,ini to establish what happened to the individuals 
involved. 

The f'ailure or the Executive branch to eetabllah and main
tain a consiatent. austainal>le aet of ca&esc,!tee and criteria •v• 
erning the atatua or miming Americana durtng and after the 
war in Southeast Asia contribut.ed auhetantially to DUblic con
fusion and mistrust. During the war, a number or Individuals 
Ueted • "prisoner" by DIA were listecl as "missing in action" 
by the military aemces. After the war, the legal procese for 
•ttling status determinations was pllllJUed by interference 
from the Secret.ary or Defense, undeimiiled by rmancial and 
other conelderationa aft"ecting eome POW /MIA t'amlliea and 
challenged in court. Later, the ~estlon of bow ~ Ameri
cana remain truly ,.unsccounted f'or" was muddled hv the De
fense De~t•s decision to Include "KIA/BNR's"-tbose 
known to haw been killed, but with bodies not recovend--in 
their lfstlnp. This created the anomalous situation of having 
more Americans conaiclend unaccounted for today than we 
bad immediately after the war. . 

The Committee's recommendationa ror this phase or its inveetip• 
tlon Include: 

Ac:c:oun~ f'or miaaing Americana fivm the war in South
eat Asia abould continue to be treated as a "matter or highest 
national priority" by our diplomata, by thoae participating in 
the accounting pn,ceea, by all elements or our intelligence com
munity and b.Y the nation, as a whole. 

Continued, beat eff'orta should be made to investigate the re
maining, unnmlved dillcrepancy cases in Vietnam, Laoa and 
Cambodia. 

The United States should make a continuing effort, at a high 
level, to arrange regular tripartite 11188"1llB with the Govern-
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menta of Laos and Vietnam to eeek information on the ~ible 
control and movement of unaccounted for U.S. penonnel by 
Pathet Lao and North Vietnamese forces in Laos during the 
Southeast Asia war. 

The President and Secretary or Defense should order regu
lar, in~e~ndent reviews of the efficiency and professionalism 
of the DOD's POW /MIA accountiJ:Jg proc:ess for Americana still 
listed as missing from the W4U' in Southeast Asia. 

A clear hierarchy of responsibility for handling POW /MIA 
related iseues that may regretably arise as a result of future 
conflicts must be eat.abliehed. This ?89Uires full and rapid co
ordination between and among the intelligence agencies in
volved and the military services. It requires the integration of 
missing civilians and suspected deserters into the overall ac
counting procesa. It requires a clear liaison between those re
sponsible for the accounting (and related intelligence) and 
those responsible for negotiating with our adversaries about 
the terms for _peace. It r89Uires procedures for the full, honest 
and prompt a1SClosure of information to next of kin, at the 
time of incident and as other information becomes available. 
And it requires, above all, the designation within the Execu
tive branch of an individual who Is clearly responsible and 
fully accountable for making certain that the process works as 
it should. 

In the future, clear categories should be established and con
sistently maintained in accounting for Americana missing 
during time of war. At one end of the listing& should be Ameri
cans known with cert.ainty to have been taken prisoner; at the 
other should be Americans known dead with bodies not recov
ered. The categories should be carefully separated in official 
summaries ana discU88ions of the accounting proceaa and 
should be applied consistently and uniformlf, 

Present law needs to be reviewed to min1mme distortions in 
the status de~rmination ~ that ma_y result from the ff. 
nancial considerations of the families involved. 

Wartime search and rescue (SAR) missions have an urgent 
operational val!!.!z but they are also crucial for the pur~ of 
accounting__ for nJW /MIA&. The records concerning many Viet
nam era SAR missions have been lost or destroyed. In the 
futuref all information obtained during any unsuccesaful or 
partia ly succeaaful military search and rescue mission ahould 
be shared with the age~ responsible for accounting for 
POW /MIAs from that conflict and should be retained by that 
agency. 

Inuestigation of POW/MIA-related intelligence activitia 
The Committee undertook an inves!igation of U.S. intelligence 

agency activities in relation to POW /MIA issues. This included a 
review of the DIA'e primary role In investigating and evaluating 
repc,rta that Americans mis&inJ from the Vietnam war were or are 
being held against their will amc:e the end of the war in Southeast 
Asia. The inv~ation also included a review of signals intelli
gence (SIGINT) otitained by the National Securit_y Agency (NSA). a 
review of imagery intelligence (!MINT) obtained by aerial photog• 
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The Committee also believes that a central coordinating mecha
nism for pooling and acting upon POW /MIA-related intelligence 
information should be created as one of the Intelligence Communi
ty's Interagency Coordination C'A!nters. 

The Committee not.es that the focus of the POW /MIA accounting 
proceaa is in Southeast Asia. As a result. DIA analysts are spending 
more and more of their time traveling back and forth between 
Washington and the region or to Hawaii. The Committee believes 
that this would be an opportune time to move the DIA 's POW /MIA 
office to Hawaii where it could be elmer to JTF-FA and CINCPAC, 
which it supports. A number cl tasks now sometimes performed bJ 
the office involving public and family relations can be handled. ancl 
handled more capably and ~ppropriately,_~y the office of the 
~uty Assistant Secretary of Defense for POW /MIA AfFaim. 

Live-sighting ~rts. For the past 20 years, there has been noth
ing more tantalizing for POW7MIA families than re~rts that 
Americans haw been seen alive in Southeast Asia and nothinJ 
more frustrating than the failure of these reports to become man1• 
fest in the form or a returning American-with the single excep
tion of Marine Private Robert Garwood in 1979. 

A livHighting report is just that-a repart that an American 
has been seen alive in Southeast Asia in arcumstances which are 
not readily explained The report could come from a refugee, boat 
person, traveler or anyone else in a position to make such an obser
vation. The information could be firet-hand or hearsay; it could in• 
volve one American or many; it could be detailed or vague; it could 
be recent or as far back as the end of the war. 

The sheer number of first-hand live sighting reports, almost 1600 
since the end of the war, has convinced many Americans that U.S. 
POWs must have been kept behind and may still be alive. Other 
Americans have concluded sadly that our failure, after repeated ef• 
forts, to locate any of these alleged POWs means the reports are 
probably not true. It is the Committee's view that every livesight• 
ing report is im1JOrtant as a potential source or information aliout 
the fate of our POW /MIAs. 

Accordingly, the review and analysis of live-sighting· rePC?rts con• 
sumed more time and staff resources than any other single issue. 
The Committee investigation used a method oC analysis that was 
based on the content or a carefully screened set of re~rts that 
dealt only with men allegedly seen in captivity after Operation 
Homecoming. The Committee took into account past criticisms and 
asse111ed current procedures while examining and testing DIA's 
methodology for evaluatinJ live-sighting reports. In so doing, Com• 
mittee investigators examined more than 2000 heanq ancl first• 
hand live-eight~ files while compiling a list of 928 reports for 
''content" analysis. These reports were plotted on a map and 
grouped into geographic "clusters". During briefings and public 
hearings, the Committee reviewed the moat significant .. clusters" 
for the purpoae or determining whether theI_ would, taken togeth
er, constitute evidence of the presence or U.S. POWs in certain lo
cations after Operation Homecoming. 

DIA Assessment. It is DIA'e position that the live-sighting re
ports evaluated to date do not constitute evidence that currently 
unaccounted for U.S. POWs remained behind In Southeast Asia 

62-704 0 - 93 - 2 
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The Committee also believes that a central coordinating mecha
nism for pooling and acting upon POW /MIA-related intelligence 
information should be created as one of the Intelligence Communi
ty's Interagency Coordination Centers. 

The Committee notes that the focus of the POW /MIA accounting 
process is in Southeast Asia. As a result, DIA analysts are spending 
more and more of their time traveJing back and forth between 
Washingt.on and the region or to Hawaii. The Committee believes 
that this would be an opportune time to move the DIA's POW/MIA 
office to Hawaii where it could be closer to JTF-FA and CINCPAC, 
which it supports. A number of tasks now sometimes performed by 
the ofllce involving public and family relations can be handled, and 
handled more capably and ¥Propriately, ~Y the office of the 
De_puty Assistant Secretary of Defense for POW /MIA Affairs. 

Live-sighting Reports. For the past 20 years, there has been noth
ing more tantalizlng for POW /MIA families than rep_orta that 
Americans have been seen alive in Southeast Asia -and nothinJ 
more frustrating than the failure of these reports to become mani
fest in the form of a retuming American-with the single excep
tion of Marine Private Robert Garwood in 1979. 

A live-sighting report is just that--a report that an American 
has been seen alive in Southeast Asia in circumstances which are 
not readily explained The report could come from a refugee, boat 
person, traveler or anyone else in a position to make such an obser• 
vation. 'Die information could be first-hand or hearsay; it could in
volve one American or many; it could be detailed or vague; it could 
be recent or as far back as the end of the war. 

'Die sheer number of first-hand live sighting reports, almost 1600 
since the end of the war, has convinced many Americans that U.S. 
POWs must have been kept behind and may still be alive. Other 
Americans have concluded sadly that our failure, after repeated ef
forts. to locate any of these alleged POWa means the reports are 
probably not true. It is the Committee's view that every livesight-
1ng report is irm~rtant as a potential source of information aliout 
the fate of our POW /MIAs.· 

Accordingly, the review and analysis of live-sighting re~rts con• 
sumed more time and staff resources than any other single issue. 
The Committee investigation used a method of analysis that was 
based on the content of a carefully screened set of reports that 
dealt only with men allegedly seen in captivity after Operation 
Homecoming. The Committee took into account past criticisms and 
assessed current procedures while examining and testing DIA's 
methodology for evaluatinJ live-sighting reports. In so doing, Com
mittee investigators examined more tlian 2000 hearsay ancl first
hand live-eighti°' files while compiling a list of 928 reports for 
"content" anal}'81s. These reports were plotted on a map and 
grouped into geographic "clusters". During briefings and public 
heannga, the Committee reviewed the most significant 11clusters" 
Cor the purpoee of determining whether they would, taken togeth• 
er, constitute evidence of the presence of U.S. POW& in certain lo
cations after Operation Homecoming. 

DIA A&SeSSment. It is DIA's position that the live-sighting re
ports evaluated to date do not constitute evidence that currently 
unaccounted ror U.S. POWs remained behind in Southeast Asia 
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after the end of the war. or the 1638 first-hand reports received 
since 1975, DIA considers 1,563 to be resolved.20 

Committee View. The Committee notes that 40 first-hand live
sighting report& remain under active investigation and that the 
nature of the analytical process precludes certainty that all past 
DIA evaluations are correct. Accordingly, the Committee recom
mends a strong emphasis on the rapid and thorough follow-up and 
evaluation of current unresolved and future live-sighting reports. 
The DIA is urged to make a continued and conscious effort to 
maintain an attitude among_ analysts that presumes the possible 
survival of U.S. POWs. The Executive branch ia also urged to con
tinue wotking with the governments of Southeast Asia to expand 
our abiJity to conduct on the ground, on-site investigation and in
spections throughout the region. 

The role of the Na.tiona.l Security Agency (signals intelligenaJ 
The responsibility for monitoring and collecting signals (includ

ing communications) intelJigence rests with the National Security 
Agency CNSA). During the Vietnam War, the NSA monitored all 
available sourc:es of signals intell~nce bearini on the loss. capture 
or condition of American personnel. Such information would some
times provide a basis for concluding whether or not a missing 
American had survived his incident and, if so, possibly been taken 
prisoner. 

During its investiption, the Committee was disturbed to learn 
that the NSA and its Vietnam branch were never asked to provide 
an overall assessment of the status of POW /MIA personnel prior to 
Operation Homecoming. The Committee believes that this inform• 
tion would have been useful both for the U.S. negotiating_team and 
for those preparing for the re~ation of American POWs. The 
Committee also found that neither DIA nor any other agency 
within the Intelligence Community placed a formal requirement 
for collection with NSA concerning POW /MIA related information. 
In fact, the Committee found that NSA end product reports were 
not used regularly to evaluate the POW/MIA situation until 1977. 
It was not until 1984 that the collection of information on POW/ 
MIAs was formally established as a matter of highest priority for 
SIGINT. 

After the fall of Smgon, the National Security Aaeney and the 
military service components that support it largely dismantled 
their collection effort& in Southeast Asia. The elaborate collection 
capabilities that supported the war essentially ceased or were relo
cated to other trouble spots around the world. The analytical orga
nizations that monitored signals intelligence in the region were 
also disbanded or sharply reduced as personnel were transferred to 
other assignments. 

U.S. collection ca~ilities were further diminished during this 
period as Vietnam and Laos developed secure landllne communica-

00 "-'dlna to DIA. llll t681'1 llnt•hand li....i.hlina ,eporu _,.late to Aa.r!QM who 
- -teatar INllll'lltd POWa. lttlalonarill. olvillanajaileil tar...- 11nrel•ted to tlle ••• 
etc): C5 ftl rll tlall reportll - mrNlated to wartime illl~ of inUitar, pe.-nel W ..... 1975 alarhtl111t1 or clwlllana who ~n 11_,,,.,.kld l'or, .na 397 11141'1 of the repgr1e - found 
to be l'illrlcMlanL Of the 8S reporta Iha\ remain under in'ffltlptlan. 54 penaln lo AmericaM 
allcpdly - fn a captlft amnm_,,t. 
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citizen representing POW /MIA families would be in a position to 
try to deny Senate investigators the same right to review sensitive 
materials that she herself has been granted. 

The Committee believes that an interagency coordinating body 
for POW /MIA policies is needed and that the JAG ably fulfills this 
role. However, the Committ.ee is disturbed by the lack of formality 
in IAG record-keeping and believes that, at a minimum, that the 
minutes of discussions at such meetings should be maintained. 

Second, although the IAG should consult regularly with the 
League and other POW /MIA family organizations, the Committee 
believes that the role of the IAG and issues of membership on it 
should be reviewed by the new Administration. 

Government-to-government offers 
The Committee investigated the possibility that Vietnam or Laos 

had approached U.S. officials at any time since the end of the war 
in Southeast Asia with a proposal that live U.S. POWs be returned 
in exchange for money or some other consideration. The Commit
tee found no convincing evidence of any such ofter being made. 
There were, however, two incidents which require further explana• 
tion. 

The Committee received information that the Reagan Adminis
tration may have received an offer from Vietnam in 1981, trans
mitted through a third country, to exchange live POWs for $4.5 bil
lion. The source of the information was a Secret Service agent who 
reported that he had overheard a discussion in the White House 
concerning this subject. The Committee deposed one of the individ
uals, former National Security Adviser Richard Allen, said to have 
been involved in the discussion, and several individuals who were 
said to have been in the area of the discussion. The Secret Service 
agent was not willing to provide testimony to the Committee volun
tarily, and the Committee voted 7-4 not to subpoena that testimo
ny. A complete description of the investigation and the subpoena 
issue is contained in Chapter 6 of this report. 

The Committee also received a report concerning a possible ap
proach by Vietnam in 1984, through officials in an ASEAN nation, 
concerning the exchange of American remains and possibly live 
POWs. According to the report, the Vietnamese had indicated that 
they would welcome an offer from the U.S. on the subject. U.S. offi
cials traveled to Vietnam late in 1984, but were report.edly told by 
Vietnamese officials that there were no live POWs and that the 
only issue that could be discussed involved remains. Select Commit
tee investigators traveled to the ASEAN nation to interview offi
cials in an effort to determine whether an approach from Vietnam 
concerning live U.S. POWs had, in fact, been made. The results 
were inconclusive. Two secondary sources disagreed about whether 
an exchange involving live POWs had been discussed. The individ
ual who had initially discussed the subject with Vietnamese offi
cials later told the State Department that the issue of live Ameri
can POWs had not been raised. This investigation is also described 
in greater detail in chapter 6. 
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uments, such as depositions. The goal from the outset has been to 
create a comprehensive and unbiased public record that would be 
available for families, journalists, historians and citizens to review 
and make their own best jud~ents about the facts. This report is 
an important part of that record. 

The inuestigation 
The Committee investigation began by tracing the history of the 

issue back to its war-time beginnings. Clearly, the chance that 
American POWs are alive in Southeast Asia today depends on 
whether some were left behind after Operation Homecomi~. The 
chapters in this report entitled "The Paris Peace Accords ' and 
"Accountability" focus in detail on this possibility. 

The largest share or Committee efforts was devoted to examining 
information concerning the po88ible survival of Americans during 
the post-war period and up to the present day. This r~uired the 
review of vast quantities of first, second and third-hand 'livesight
ing" report&; the analysis of a wide range of intelligence; examina• 
tion of the methods that DIA uses to evaluate information; and the 
consideration of indications that POW& may have been transferred 
to the former Soviet Union or to China during or after the Korean 
or Vietnamese, conflicts. Chapters 4 and 9 describe this aspect of 
the O,mmittee's investigation. 

Cooperation of Southeast Asia gor,emments 
It will be extremely difficult for our government to obtain addi

tional solid information conceming the fate of our POW /MIAs 
without the cooperation of Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. 

Accordingly, the Committee has sought to use its review of 
POW /MIA issues to encourage recent trends toward greater coop
eration between and among these governments and the United 
States. Members or the Committee traveled to Southeast Asia in 
April, October, November and December, 1992 for talks with for
eign officials and U.S. personnel deployed there. In addition, Com• 
mittee Members have met from time to time in the United States 
with representatives of the foreign governments to exchanse infor
mation and clarify outstanding questions. 

Below is a very brief summary of the situation that existed in 
each of these three countries at the time the Committee's work 
began. A full descriP,tion or the issue is contained in the .. Vietnam, 
Laos and Cambodia ' chapter of this report. 

Vietnam 
When the O>mmittee was formed, 1656 Americans were listed as 

unaccounted for in Vietnam. Since the end of U.S. involvement in 
hostilities on Januar_y 27, 1973, the remains of 266 Americans have 
been returned and identified. 

Most of the Americans Jost or captured in North Vietnam during 
the war were Air Force or Navy airmen who crashed in populated 
areas accessible to Vietnamese authorities. The North Vietnamese 
made a systematic effort to investigate crash sites, capture and 
process American POWs. bury and preserve remains and maintain 
centralized records. 

565

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 94 of 271



000094

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-1   Filed 10/22/16   Page 91 of 169
Case 1 :04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-30 Filed 06/04/08 Page 15 of 31 

000209 

49 

About two-thirds of the Americans Jost in South Vietnam were 
enlisted Army and Marine Corps personnel. U.S. officials have 
found that records and information concerning American ~risoners 
held in the south are less complete than for those held in the 
north. 

Since the war, Vietnamese officials have steadfastly denied that 
any Americans are held captive or that the remains of American 
servicemen are being _knowingly withheld. 

Cooperation from Vietnam is essential to the resolution not only 
of cases involving Americans lost or captured in Vietnam, but in 
Cambodia and Laoa. aa well. This is because the vast majority of 
Americans missing in those c:ountries were believed to have become 
missing in areas under the control of North Vietnamese military 
forces at the time. Thus, Vietnam's military archives and other 
records are an important potential source of information concern
ing the fates of these men. 

Since 1978, the de,a-ee of cooperation received from Vietnam has 
varied widely depenaing on the international political situation. A 
good workin~lationship was impossible during the years immedi
ately after ration Homecoming because of disputes over viola
tions of the aris Peace Accords. After the fall of Saigon in 1975, 
some efforts were made on both sides to ~ve the way for more 
normal political and diplomatic relations. That progress, came to 
an abrupt halt in late 1978, however, following Vietnam's invasion 
of Cambodia, which the United States strongly oppoaecl. Significant 
bilateral diacueeions did not resume until the early 1980's, but have 
since grown steadily in their frequency and depth. 

• One of the most positive outgrowths of recent talks was the ap-
pointment, in 1987 of Gen. John W. Vessey, Jr. (USA ReU. as the 
President's special envoy to Vietnam. As a result of Gen. Vessey's 
discussions with then-Vietnamese Foreign Minister Ng~yen Co 
Thach, the U.S. established a POW /MIA liaison office in Hanoi in 
July, 1991. The purposes of the otTice are to investigate live-siJht· 
ing reports, to conduct joint searches for the remmns of American 
servicemen and to seek access to the relevant Vietnamese records. 

The Vessey team has _placed a major emphasis on the investiga
tion and resolution of the .. discrepancy" cases. Discrepancy cases 
are those where U.S. officials believe ttiere is the highest probabili• 
ty that additional information concerning a missing American can, 
with the proJ>er degree of cooperation and investigation, be found. 
Currently, 135 discrepancy ca&eS involving Americans lost in Viet
nam are under investigation and a preliminary investigation in 
Vietnam of each case is to be completed by January 1993. 

Laos 
At the time of the Committee's creation, 528 Americans were 

listed as unaccounted for in Laos, or whom 335 were considered 
POW /MIA. Only 12 U.S. POWs ca_ptured in Laos returned during 
Operation Homecoming and one, Emmet Ka_L who was captured 
after the ceasefire returned in September 1974. Since the end of 
the Vietnam conflict, the remains or 42 servicemen have been repa
triated. 

U.S. efforts to obtain information from Laos authorities have 
been complicated by the facts that Laos was not a party to the 
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Paris Peace Accords and the United Stat.ea waa not a party to the 
19'18 Laos cease-fire agreement that pledpd all aides to retum cap
tive perecmnel. In addition, the Defenee De~t eatimat.ee that 
at leut '15 percent of the Americana miaaing in Laos were loet in 
areaa controlled at the time by North Vietnamese armed forc:ea. 
These loaeea were generally in eastem Laos along the border with 
Vietnam and near the Ho Chi Minh Trail. 

Although the POW /MJA rec:orda keet by the Lao have been 
jucJged to be less extenalve than those kept by Vietnam, there Is 
creilible evidence that at least a few unaccounted for Americans 
were actually held by Pathet Lao force& during the war. Therefore, 
the Lao can be expected to have knowledge concerning the fate of 
these individllala. Additionally, there is strong reason to believe 
that North Vietnameee milituy were instruct.eel to recover and 
record all the, could about downed U.S. aircraft and killed or cap
tured pilots. Thus, eft'ona to account for man1 Americana will ulti
mately require tri•lateral cooperation involvmg not only the U.S. 
and Laoe. but Vietnam as well. 

In recent years, Lao authorities have been more cooperative with 
the U.S. in planning and carrying out investigationa at known U.S. 
aircraft crash aitea, often in remote and virtually inaccessible loca
tions, 'lbe government has alao cooperated in efl'oria to waluate 
photopaphti alleged to depict American POWs. 

Ounbodia 
At the time of the <Ammitt.ee'a creation, 83 Americans were 

liat.ed as unaccounted for in Cambodia and no prisonen or identi• 
tied remains had been repatriated during the J109f..war period until 
recently. ao Cambodia was not a party to the Paris Peace Accords 
and no separate ceaae-fire ~nt on repatriation was reached 
in the aftermath of the war. 'ftte recovery of American POWa or 
remains in Cambodia was made virtually impouible after 1976 
when the Khmer Rouge seized power and em6arked on a bloody 
reign of terror directed at Qunbodians and foreipen alike. 
Throushout much of the past 20 yean, the U.S. has had either dif
ficult or non-existent diplomatic contacts with the Cambodian Gov• 
ernment. The yean of strugle and chaos leave little hope that doc
uments or records have survived that would reveal additional infor
mation about U.S. personnel. 

As in Laoa. however, moot or the Americans unaccounted for in 
Cambodia were lost near the border with Vietnam in areas where 
North Vietnamese forces were dominant. Thus. the best potential 
sources of documentary information concerning those lost in Cam
bodia may be in Hanoi, not in Phnom Penh. 

Fortunately, the current government in C&mbodia has demon
strated a williNrnesa to ~te with the U.S. in joint field invea
~ona and other eft'orta to. obtain accurate Information concern
Ing American POW /MIAa. Cambodia's Prime Minister Hun Sen 
has been particularly helpful in this effort . 

.. ,,_ rematn. or_.. paop1e that 1,aw 11een re111r1MC1 r- Caaabodla - belas aam
_,. at paWlcatlaa time. 
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Preuiouswant 
The aeeda of the O,ld War were IIOWll by the Reel Army as it pur

sued the Wehrmac:ht across Eutem Burope. 'Die Kremlln im~ 
O,mmumat ~mes on the w.ravaged nations of the ~on and 
war-time alliancel were replaced by a ~ rivalry: NATO versus 
the Warsaw Pact. The Soviet Union and its client stat.ea, from 
Burope to the Be~ Sea, from the Arctic to the troplca. became 
the theat.er of ~tiona for the far-nun, activities or U.S. int.elU
gence agencies and units of each aenice. 

To no one'1 aurprile, the Soviet Union reacted. It ~ in
tell.,nce apnta and "au.aches." It shot down U.S. intellfpnce air
craft and the air crews cllaappeared. Theae were America's "Cold 
War l0118811." 

Another ~c out.come of the rapm aclvanc:e of the Red Army 
was the "liberation,. of American and AUied POWa from German 
POW camps by the Red M.M1· Rather than moviftf theae hapless 
soldiers westward toward theU' own advancing armies, the Soviets 
took thoU8811da of them eastward to Odeaaa. Some boarded ships 
and eventually reached their homes ufely. Othe111, and we may 
never know how many, became priaonen-aot of war, but of the 
Soviet gulag, 

During tlie Korean War,. thouaandl of American figh~ men 
were captured by North AOre&n and Chinelle forces. &itunatea 
vary, but clearly hundreds were not returned after the armiltice 
and prisoner eachange. Int.elliaence information, collected during 
and after the war, indicated that many POWa were held in China, 
and some were sent to the Soviet Union. Therefore, accounting for 
the Korean War milldng involves not only North Korea, but China 
and Rusaia aa welL11 

The Pl"Oblems the United States faces In ncovering soldiers who 
have fallen Into Communist hands predatea even World War JI. We 
note that the Bolsheviks captured .American aoldiers on the Arch
B:DPI and Siberian fronts during the Intervention of 1918-19. Addi
tlonally, the U.S. 1a·not alone iri tqoing to account f\ltly for mlaaing 
and captured soldien In the period Immediately following past 
wan. Many of our alliea froa the Korean conOict still have waac• 
counted for aervicemen. 

Becauae the Committee's focus concerned the poaaibility that 
American POWa could still be alive, our resources wen, devoted 
p~ily ta in~ting the relatively recent conflict in Vietnam. 
Nevertbelesa, the Commfttee did focus considerable attention on in
~DI previous wan, and conftlc:ta. A diacusaion of this phase 
of the Committee's investigation ii contained in Chapter 9 of this 
report. 

l'UVIOU8 JNValTIGATIONB 

The Select Committee began it.a work In Oct.ober, 1991 fully 
aware that the POW /MIA ia8ua had been eumined and inveatlgat• 
eel by Con...- and the Department of Defenae many times in the 
put. One of the challenges facing the Committee was whether it 

•• A thl'Dlllllallall ~-of Pl!llq ud lntelllpnai --- pntaJalas to Kanan War 
POW• la lftcludeil •&ft.,..,_ 1oihll ,..t. 
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s!nger-Le Due Tho meeting on August 16, 1971, the DRV propoaed 
that "the two sides will produce the complete lists of military per
sonnel and civili8.Jl8 captured during the war on the day an qree
ment is signed." 41 'l11is formulation was accept.ed by the U.S. side 
and thereafter appeared-in substantially identical form-in pro
poeals by both aid• and in the f"mal agreement. Deepite the con; 
cems e:apresaed at the time by Secretary Laird and others about 
whether the DRV could be trusted on this issue, the U.S. side made 
no effort t:o re-open the matter in later negotiation, or proposals. 

During his testimony before the Select Committee, Dr. Kissinger 
expreeaed the view that the U.S. lacked the leverage at the time of 
the negotiations that would have been neceeBBry to gain DRV 
agreement to an earlier ezchalllle of lists. He also cited the repeat
ed and unauccvsaful efforts by tlie U.S. during the public peace n&
gotiations t:o obtain a complete list of U.S. prlaonen. 

Linltat/e to rekau of civilian priaonm, 
One of the most difficult issues facing the nee!)tiators concerned 

the _pasaible release of civilians detained by the Thieu Government 
in South Vietnam. To the DRV and Viet Qmg, these were the 
equivalent of prisoners of war. The Govemment of South Vietnam, 
however, considered many of these prisoner& to be either common 
criminals or political criminals who had violated the law through 
subwr&ive activity. In neither case, argued the South Vietnamese, 
should these prisoners be treated the same as POWs. 

Dr. Kissinger and other U.S. negotiator& were determined to 
avoid linking the release of U.S. POWs to the comple3' questions 
involved in negotiating the release of the civilians in the south. 
They feared, quit.e logically, that such linkage would leave U.S. 
prisoners hostage to what would certainly be a highly contentious 
neisotiating process between competing factions In South Vietnam. 
Thl8 UlBlle of lin!cage was a frequent topic of discusaion during the 
secret talks until October 1972, when the U.S. persuaded the North 
Vietnamese to leave the issue for the GVN and PRG to decide. In 
mid-December, however, the DRV reversed field by demanding that 
the release of the civilians in the south occur at the same time as 
the release of the U.S. POW11. This demand was a contributing 
factor to the President's deci11ion to break off ne~tiatione and 
~ the Chriatmas bombing. The DRV reverted to ate October po
sition when negotiations resumed in January, however, and the 
agreement to leave the issue to be worked out between the GVN 
and the PRG was incorporated in the accords as article S(c). 

Applu:atwn to prisoneT'lj captured out.sitk Vietnam 
The most diff'1eult tuk for U.S. negotiators was to attempt to 

gain an accuunting for U.S. prisoners who were captured or held in 
Laos or Cambodia. Althougli North Vietnamese troops were active 
in both countries, the ORV would not admit this in negotiations. 
Time and &Jain, North Vi.etnamese negotiator.1 insisted that it was 
beyond theU' sovere~ power to enaun, the return of pri&oneni 
from Laos or Cambocba. 
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men in captivity had appeared in Pathet~· Pathet 
Lao ~man Soth Petraay had acknow in May. 1966 that 
the LPF were holding Mr. DeBruin and he was in good 
health ... 

Pathet Lao St.atement& Although the statements were later to be 
recanted, other LPF atat.ementa made prior t.o Operation Home
coming hefahtenecl U.S. npectatjona c:onc:e~ the releaae of pri&
onen. as well For uample, In September, 1968, Soth Petray told 
a U.S. offic:iaJ. that ''pilots are generally kept near the area in 
which their plane is downed and therefore may be ft,und through
out Laos from the aouth to the north."•• 

In April 19'11, Prince Soullhan011VOng, Chairman of the I.PF Cen
tral Committee., made the following statement concerning priaon
era: 

The LPF bu made public a concrete policy toward 
enemy aoldien or agenta captured or Clvlnr themaelwa up, 
including Gia. All the American _pilots eJipaecl in bomb
iDSB or tozlc chemical spraya on Lao territort are consid
ered criminals and enemies of the Lao people. But once 
~tured, the, have been treated in accordance with the 
humane ~fey of the LPF. The q1,Ulltion of ene~ captives; 
including U.S. pllota. will be eettled immedlat.elj' after the 
U.S. stopa its mtervention and agresaion in Laos flnt. 
and foreinoat. end the bombing of Laos territory.•• 

According to a September SO, 19'11 report in the Wall Shel .Tour
nal: 

'ftle Pathet Lao, a Hanoi alJy not represented at the 
Paris Peace Talb, indicate only that ~ will "diacuss 
~en when the U.S. ~•• out of Laos. (Mn. St.eplien 

, whole husband a Marine captain, was seen alive 
on the ground after his hel~ was ahot clown over 
Laos, aqa a hfdManldng. U.S. diplomat confided to her 
that there were ''70 or 80'' U.S. ~ra In Laoe. State 
l>epartm•t oftidaJs. however, ~ intelliaence aouras in
dicate the ~bility of "around SO men, and that's low
level atuft'..:..thinp lilr.e reports of C..uc:asiana spotted on 
the Ro <Jii Minh trail." IT 

In F~. 19'12, Soth Petraay told an interviewer that "aome 
t.ena of priaonera •!8 presently being held" by the Pathet Lao. 09 

In April, 19'12, Soth told the preaa that U.S. airmen were being 
detained in various caves in northern Laos. 19 

These types of atat.ementa continued until as late as Februar.t 19. 
19'13, more than three weeks after the PPA was alped, when Soth 
said that the Pathet Lao had a detailed accounting f)( priaonera and 
where they were being held. To 

::m ~April 11, 1&'14. 

HDtld, 
•• Wall Skeet l--1 ■rtlcle cW.,.,., lllpl■mt,,,r ao, 1'11, :: = Menlol■IIII-, April l'I, llff. 

H UPI npm, 9111!1.....,, al■_t. Ml'll■r7 19. 19'18. 
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t.ention camps for former South Vietnamese military penonnel 
(ARVN) ln the area. 

Committee investigators identified 19 reported sightings of Amer
icans In captivity in and around the Son La area. or theae reports, 
9 were flret-hand and 10 hearsay. Thirteen of the sightinp were in 
the mid to late 1970's. Most inwlve brief, apparently accidental, 
sightinp of a group of alleaed prlsonen held separate from the 
rest of th~ J)rieon population. For example, In separat.e reports in 
1976, one·u.S.~1'80n was reportedly seen cutting bamboo, a group 
of 60-70 U.S. POWs were alJ~,Y seen on a soccer field, and six 
POWs were apparently seen working. In 1977, there was a hearsay 
report that American prisoners were about t.o be moved, a report 
that 24 foreigners were seen under guard and a reJJ.Orted sighting 
of 40-60 Americana in a camp. In 1978 and 1979, there were an
other four reports of sightings of relatively large (30-50) ~pa of 
POWs in the area. Towards the end of 1979, China invaded this 
part of Vietnam and the report.eel sightinga of lal'l{9 numbers of 
Americana stopped. Su~uent reports, all hearsay, involve the al
lepd sighting only of individual or small numben of Americans. 

Mr. Sheets of DIA testified that the U.S. Government had re
ceived a t.otal of 30 reports about the poaeible preaence of U.S. 
POWs from individuals who had been under detention in the Son 
La area du~ the 1ate 1970'&, aside from the many reports corre
lated to Robert Garwood. Of the 80 reports, 18 were thought to be 
fabrications and 12 had been correlated to other types of individ
ual&-such as Swedish development workers or Soviet advisers. 

Mr. Gary_ ~ydow, Chief of the Analysis Branch of the DIA's 
POW /MIA Office, testified that DIA does not believe there is any 
evidence that American POWs were ever held in the ARVN deten• 
tion camp ~ In the Son La area. According to Mr. Sydow, 
"We've learned a lot about this _system. But to hunt for PW's, this 
is not a place I would Jook." DIA officials also testified that they 
had interviewed more than 3700 former inmates of the prison 
system and been told by only a very small number about the possi• 
ble_ presence of Americans other than Robert Garwood. Acmrding 
to Mr. DeStatt.e: 

There was a tremendous Row of information there. None 
of these camps existed in isolation, and while ... there 
was a small number of people who said that there was a 
number of PW'a, of Amencans other than Robert Gar
wood, I would point out that a tremendous number-a tre
mendoualY larger number of people were in that same 
system who were exposed to the same information ftow. 
Theyaay no. 

The DIA officials did testify, however, that a 1979 reported sight• 
ing of 40-50 Caucasians, while under guard, bathing in a stream 
aJonpide a road in Son La province remains under active investi
gation. 

Oudonuai {Laos) 
The Oudomsai region is a very remote area or northern Laos in 

which few, if any, American OtJ!rationa occurred during the war. 
Committee staff investigators identified 30 reported sightings of 

571

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 100 of 271



000100

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-1   Filed 10/22/16   Page 97 of 169
Case 1:04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-30 Filed 06/04/08 Page 21 of 31 

000215 

228 

questing orders concerning what to do with them." According to 
DIA. eoon after the enemy report was received, a second, more 
careful translation was made, and it atatecl, "Group baa four pi
rates, They are going from 44 to 93. They are having difficultiee 
moYillf, along the road." According to information provided to the 
Committee, this report with ite two tranalationa were the only 
sources of enemy information that led Mooney to issue an informal 
meaaage on May 2, 19'13. His meaaap states: 

1. Have reviewed all available information concernins 
the four Riera mentioned in the 5 Feb. JDe8B11P and no ad· 
ditional reflections or amplifying infonnation concerning 
the disposition of the Oiera were revealed. For your infor
mation and consideration the following is a recar, of the 
intercept and aome other observationa concerning this aub
jec_t. 

2. Four Oien, whoae nationality waa not dia::loaed, were 
located on 5 Feb. in the general area north of Moung 
Nong. The fliers were to be transferred from "44," a proba
ble reference to lcilometer marker 44 on route 914 (XD 
495254 16-30N 106-26E) to "98," a probable reference to 
kilometer marker 9.1 on route 1082 (XD 549506. 16-43N 
1~2'1B>.., and were apparently en route to west of the 
DMZ in i.aoa. Two peraona were to be contacted concem
ing movement of the POWa and if problems were encoun
tered, high HQS wee to be notifted to sueply "WIIJ!I and 
means" (references to trucks) to move the fliers. Sufficient 
water was to be giYen to the ffiers. 

'11,ere had been some difficulties in transporting the 
ftiens and aslted to see if these _p_roblems had been resolved 
so movement could eontinue. The person abo aaked that 
he be notified of their time of departure as he was waiting 
for them. 

Altho~h the initial location given, is some 65 km from 
the crash aita it is sx-ible that at least part of the crew 
were able to bail out prior to the crash and therefore could 
have been closer ta this point than the crash site when 
they were captured. Furtfier, aince vehicle lr!m&Portation 
was indicated. raDid movement is reasonable. It ia pm&ible 
that these four ffiera wvre part of the crew of the EC-47. 

Since Mooney's May 1973 measase refers to a single enemy Feb
Nary S. 19'13 report and the tranalationa of the ~rt available to 
the Committee appear complete, the Committee finds it difl"'acult to 
arrive at the same concluaiona reached by Mooney in his May 1973 
~. For aample. it app,ars that the enemy report contains 
no information conceming the pilot& being located near Moung 
Nong. It does not mention water being given to the Dien. It does 
not refer to the supply of "ways and means,'' malting Mooney's 
conclusion concerning trucks pure coniecture. 

Nor does the Conuaittee agree with the DIA belief that it was 
unlikely that the enemy unit would have used kilometer marken 
as reference points in tliia type of tePQrt becauae using them violat
ed basic operational security (OPSEC) practices. Other, similar 
types of reports have been furnished to tlie Committee, and enemy 

---------·-
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tacts with the Lao Army Headquaners and Military Region 5. By 
1972, this was expanded to include all other military regions in 
Laos, and was done with close coordination and cooperation with 
CIA station staff. 

Beginning in 1971, the Team ensured all North Vietnamese 
Army and Pathet Lao prisoners and defect.ors were int.errogated in 
detail on a wide variety of in-country, theat.er, and national intelli
gence requirements. Declassified documents confirm that informa
tion on U.S. POWs and MIAs was the first subject covered with all 
these sources. This small Exploitation Team produced all military 
HUMINT originated reports from Laos during 19'71-'75 and aver
aged one report per day. 

Every North Vietnamese Army and significant Pathet Lao sol
dier arriving at Vientiane was interrogat.ecl in detail; however, 
with the maJority of U.S. POWs who survived into captivity being 
taken to North Vietnam within a matt.er of days or weeks, there 
were no known prison camps for U.S. POWs available for exploita• 
tion by the Joint Personnel Recovery Cent.er or U.S. led paramili
ta~ forces. 

The team's archival records contlrm that the froblem with war
time HUMINT reporting in Laos was the lack o prisoners and de
fectors (called ralliers by the North Vietnamese). For example, 
during 1964-'74, there were slightly more than 150 North Vietnam
ese Army POWs who reached Vientiane. 'lbe precise number of de
fectors may have been a similar amount. This was a drop in the 
bucket from the t.ens of thousands of North Vietnamese Anny 
forces from Military Region IV and the 559th Group operating the 
Ho Chi Minh Trail. 

However, these prisoners and defect.ors were primarily from 
frontline tactical units, had recently been rotat.ed int.o Laos, and 
were • not from the rear-area logistical groups where most U.S. 
airmen were lost. Thus, the prisoners and defect.ors often had more 
information about aircraft losses over North Vietnam than over 
Laos. 

The Pathet Lao saw little austained combat after the mid-1960&, 
being almost entirely a North Vietnamese bY-4:9ntrolled effort, and 
their force structure in Laos was negligible. It shrank t.o almost 
nothing in southern Laos in 1972, when nearly the entire South 
Laos Regional Command Headquaners, and all major subordinate 
units, defect.eel to the Royal Lao Government. A key ingredient in 
Laos was its severe underpopU}ation-less than four million i>e9ple. 
Laos was half the geograph1cal size of Vietnam, with onetenth its 
po~ulation. 

The Team did not operat.e in isolation t.o the remainder of the U. 
S. intelligence organization in the ~on. The team regularly co
ordinated with the Order of Battle Cent.er in Udom, Thailand: in
t.elligence exploitation centers in South Vietnam: and with both 
Lao and Thai military intelligence officials. The Team was with
drawn from Laos in the Spring_ of 1975, after local staff came under 
increasinJ pressure from the Pathet Lao in Vientiane. The project 
was 1:emunated at the end of 1975. 

Archival records of this Tea confirm that the Team conduct.ed its 
ill'St behind-the-lines agent operation in 1972. Other o~rations fol
lowed la~,. and declassified documents confirm that DIA was op-
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The Nb:on An:hives refused ta allow access by the Commit
tee to 8!lY or the Watergate ta.pee that had been requested. 
Former President Nizon'a reruaal to allow even the moat limit
ed acceBB in the face of repeat.eel ~uesta, letten and en
treaties at the lµgheat levels caused the Committ.ee to draw 
sound unfavorable inferences about the actions of the former 
President on this isaue. 

It is unfortunate that the former President had the power to 
limit the acceaa and frustrate the wishes of a constitutionally 
created O:,mmittee of 0.ngress to what was clearly the best 
evidence available. 

The Committee believea that it haa had acceu to the main mate
rials on POW /MIA iaaues within the control of the U.S. Govern• 
ment. However, it should be noted that the Committee relied on 
the good faith compliance of the agenciea and departmenta to its 
sub~aa and requeata. The Committee had neither the ability nor 
desire to storm into a department or agency and "seize" its riles for 
its review. 

In a Government of laws, the Committee relied upon the lawful 
oompliance of the agencies and departments and found its reliance 
well-founded. '!be areas listed ahow illustrate this: where the 
agency or department would not comply on a good-faith basis, the 
issue was joined and the department or agency and the Committ.ee 
reeolved it in a manner acceptable to the Committee. 

The oJl!y aignificant area of non-compliance occurred with re
spect to the Watergate tapes. where former President Nixon' a at
torneys were able to frustrate the desire of the Committee to 
review the tapes for POW /M(A diacUSBiona. 
Summary 

The declassification effort has opened a substantial body of evi
dence to public scrutin_1, but declassification cannot provide all of 
the answers. For the U.S. Government and ita citizens, the fact.a 
contained in these documents require a j~ent. The answers are 
not in the blacked-out P.>rtions of aome U.S. document; if there are 
answen, they are in Vietnam, Laoa and Cambodia. 

PUBUC AWARENBBS CAMPAIGN 

'lhe problem m Americans in eneml hands was a visible and 
painful reminder of the Vietnam Wars coet. Uncertainties about 
the prisoners and missing combined with the numbers who came 
home in body ~ to erode ~public support for the war. 

Vietnam had mgned the Geneva Convention goveming treatment 
of prisoners of war. In an apparent attempt to circumvent the 
Geneva Convention, Americans captured by the Vietnamese were 
Ntf&rded as 11internatlonal bandits" or "air pirates:" within the 
pnaon system. they were referred to as "criminals," the American 
i>ul>}ic learned after Operation Homecoming. 

Given Vietnamese rejection of any limit on their treatment of 
American priaoners, families were _p_reparecl to believe stories about 
abuaive treatment cf their kin. When the Vietnamese broadcast 
antiwar atatementa made by, or attribut.ed to. American prisoners, 
their cynical manipulation intensified the anger of Americans at 
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We continue to urge the immediate release of aick and 
wounded prfaonel'8, the neutral inspection of prisoner of 
war facilities, and the prompt release of all American pris
oner,. us 

The same month, the Viet Cong put forward a IO-point peace 
plan stating that priaoner releaaes would have to be negotiated by 
the ~t1iee to the conflict aa a part of the t.otal Mttlement of the 
war. Similarly, North Vietnam argued that repatriation of priaon
era must wait until the end of hoetilities. The U.S. position wu 
consistent with the proviaiona of the Geneva Accords, although not 
heavily supported by precedent. 

Search for allies 
That year, the U.S. Government sought to bring the issue to 

international attention, including by pressing for United Nations 
resolutions and action by the Soviet and Chineee Gowrnment, 
allies of-and potential conduit.a to-the Hanoi Government. 

Similarly, the State Department etreeeed the Geneva Convention 
on Prisoners of War, generating a debate over North Vietnam's 
reeenationa about that Convention. In pneral, North Vietnam 
argued that the conflict wu not a war, and the Geneva Convention 
did not apply-an argument not widel}' accept.eel by the interna• 
tional community. Hanoi also argued that the prisoners were war 
criminala, and thus not entitled to the protection of the Geneva 
Conwntion. 

The Nizon Administration allO worked with a variety of private 
organi,.ations, including the fledgling National League of Familiee. 
By the end of the fint year, it ailded an informal partnership with 
VIV A, which originally ~tg>ported a policy or victory in Vietnam 
that had evol-ved into a POW /MIA awareneM promotion. In 1970, 
DoD also dealt with the Committee of Liaison with FamlJiea or 
Prisoners and Miming (001.JAFAM), which oppoeed the war but 
was able to provide for ezchange of mail with l'OWe. By 1972, eev
eral regional orgenimtion alao became devot.ed to supporting 
POW /MlAa as anticipations of their aeemlngly imminent return 
grew. 

B. Roa Perot 
In the Fall of 1969, Secretary of the Navy John Wanter aJ>:

proachecl H. R.oea Perot to df8cum the POW /MIA illaue. Perot told 
Committee investiptora that at that time Warner, Perot's friend, 
and Warner's aide (Co). William Leftwich) visited at length about 
the POW iaaue. Warner arranged for Perot to talk with Col. ChaP:
ple James of the DoD, which in tum led to a meeting with Assist
ant~ of Defenae Capen. EventuaJ)y, Perot said he talked 
with Kiadnpr, who asbd him to mount a private effort to assiat 
American priaonere. The objectiw was to emban-aaa the North Vi
etnamese into improving treatment of American prisoners to im
prove their chance of eurvivin,. Col. AJeunder Haig was Perot'e 
liaison with the NSC, he eaid. 
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Suspiciona have surrounded the debriefing of returned POWs f\. 
nearly 20 years, primarily because acceu has been restricted based 
on debriefing agreements with the returnees. soe Did the govern
ment leave men behind? Did key officials know it? Were the re
turnees told to not report certain information? Was the prison 
S)'Btem a closed circle or knowledge; could there have been separate 
prison systems not known to the returning POWs? Waa the Ameri
can public told the truth? 
Debriefing result. 

Life ir& captivity 
Post-Homecoming debriefings and a DIA Intelligence Appraisal 

of them, now unclasaifiecl, provide a summary of the prisoners or 
war's experience in Southeast Asia.80' 

Captivity ranged from several hours in South Vietnam to more 
than eight yean in the North. Most servicemen were captured 
during_ ~e height or the bombing of the North between 1966 and 
1968. POWs captured prior to December 1971 were known as the 
"Old Guys." The majority of POWs were Air Force and Navy pilots 
shot down over North Vietnam and virtually all weJe captured 
within rninlltes because they descended directly into poJ!ulated 
areas. Many suffered ejection injuries and shock which made eva
sion imJ10U1'ble: while others evaded successfully for up to 12 daya. 
Evasion in. Lacm was aomewhat easier and many more downed 
airmen were recovered in the _ sparsely populated and otherwise 
more permfarive environment. POWs capLured in Laos and taken 
to North Vietnam had spent less than three weeks in Laos itaelf. 

The PRG returned 122 U.S. POWa: 28 were released in South 
Vietnam. All but one had been captured by the Viet Cong and de
tained near the Cambodian border and the last POW was held in 
the Delta region. The remaining 94 POWs were captured north or 
Da Lat City after 1968 and moved to North Vietnam for detention. 

Living conditions in the South were primitive and life was hard. 
POWs often were chained or bound for long periods, primarily as a 
security precaution. Movement was frequent and involved walking 
&e¥eral weeks between camp sites, and the daily survival routine 
varied little through the years. There was no overall policy or s1s
tematic torture or POWs in South Vietnam, but treatment vaned 
by individual camp commanders and guards. It was more diff"icult 
to survive captivity in the South, but esca~ was easier, and 26 
POWs (about 12 ~rcent) captured in the South escaped. 

Treatment in North Vietnam varied over three eras. Until late 
1965, there was little uae of tort11re. From late 1965 until late 1969, 
torture and mistreatment was common. Beginning in late 1969, tor• 
ture and mistreatment declined. "Camp rules" were the basis for 
punishment, and they specified that all A5verican POWs were Ji( 
criminals. This was consistent with Northietnamese protests I\ 
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capaz. of on• onaaan fn- th19 =-,. 

Jlotll !ad.l.Y.ldul• ._. llaltiall7 npaz1:ed ••alD!r !A •cU.ao ud ... n 
late~ to dellll/llodl• DOC ncoow:::4. la~ 111a, v.a. 
Jd.11tazr UtelllgtlDl:le naal'Nd J.Afomet:J.cm tbat •S• 1111191:l• ad 
twa ot:bar U.S. JOiia wn allft at a IOI C-. Mar V.bb. DD. 
bell....- tb!• ~Z't •• not ua ~ •• tJae prodaat: of a b1gbl.7 
pa]>llc1..S W'l■lt by t1azM 1011 w.l.wa to Vlet:laaa arl7 1D 1170. 
&etm::n1Ag v.s. JOiia nponad 1&aana7 !Afoaat:.taa tut a,or ae■tl• 
-· ·- al.I.ft CID • •uacchar .I.la a prilGD ill llallol. - -· aot 
npartad •11• • of un. 
u.s. 11W9et:J.pton ia VietDD JA .Jusa&q lHt located a P,••ibl• 
cra■b ■.1.te ••■ooiat,ad vitb tJa1.■ lac1dmt cd Z9ee1..S bNnay 
!nfODIAUCID en. pilot.•• IIIIKled at tllat aita. C&ptaJD Jloq&D'■ 
naai.u wiz. n&,at.l:J&ted ill .Jaly 198'. Vietma tu:lled "'8Z' die 
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ob■ened l&oat:U• fm'CU appzuac:11 the paradaute IIDll •1deatly paU 

.ll'PBED 2 - VOSNF 135 • 1ag'e 13 
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694 

IIOrth Vietn11a Jalm ■• a.lltOD 
(0544) 

On April 19, H6l, .11a,or a.all~ WI the pllot of cm A-lS, one in 
a flight Of ao aircralt •euc:lwl;' for DO pllota dClllftled Oft&' Borth 
Vietaua. llbile 09'a' .. lliah PDWince, a..lltoD ... atucJEied by 
foar ho•t11• IIIG-17 aircraft, and hi• vJAgan cbaU"Nd p1ecea o! 
hia aircraft•• oater wing fly off after it wu hit by casmon fin. 
Iii• aucr•ft ca■bal 24 Jd.laaeton •01:atuaat of Boe Blnb City. 
Major Raa1ltcn ••not ... ejeeting f:rcm h1• aircraft •n.d there 
•• no eleVUOALc bNper' haud. Be wa■ decluad alulng 1n act10D. 

On April 19th, dlat aaaa day, llanoi radio nport8d th• ■boot down 
of en .IMrican J:98cue aJ.ffraft Oftr Boe 8iDb PXOYinc:e. 'ftli• 
n~, vb1lo not •ntioning t!ae fate of the pilot,-■ baU.avecl to 
coznlate to Kajor Beallton•• inc1den.t of loa■• 

%n S•eaber 1970, •People'•~ of Vlet:na •oldier nportecl two 
c:auculan pilot• captuni:I in Lac '1'b\lJ D1•tr1ct 1D April lHS after 
being •hot dOllll 1n aerial cmbat with lllG jet ai:reraft. 'l'he 
•oldler identified a photograph of llajor Balliltae a1 •iailar to on• 
of cbole captm9Cl, and the•~•• placed in Bajor BDllton•• 
file •• po•11bly relating to hi• capture. After Operation 
BomeCOlllAg, a nevalaatlon of tb1II npon lecl to a rtWV .. l of th• 
vutiaa 119alaatioll. It •• deteDliMd that tb1• • acldont actually 
cozrelated to .Kajor 'Die.a■ lladison ud a:ajor ncau Sterling who 
heel bean loat a■ dMcdbed and llbo ntunod aliwe during Operation 
llomcoa1ng. 

Retuming o.s. PON• had no lnfozaation an llallton•• prec:1•• fate. 
ln Jluch 1979, he vu dec:land klllecl 1n actlon/2,ody not rec:o.-.red 
J>aNd on a pn8Ullpt1-.. findJ.Dg of deoth. 

ln .January 1991, a report wa neelved about a gran "1th the 
2:eMln• of • o.s. pilot in t!ae DZN were Kajor Bmd.lton •• loat. 
'l'llen, in Nay 1991, • •ollfte pxoTldad ta nbbing of a q-tag 
a1■ociated •1th ISajoi: ll&all~ and • bone fra~t. ad c:111-d that 
z.aain• wm:e zecovend trca an azea near Vlnb City, Jlah• 'l'lnh 
Prcwlnc:e. 'Jbi• 1■ a coulduable di■tuce awy fxoa hi• knowft 
c:raah •lte. In October 1991, aot.ber aow:ca vi■ltacl the .Joint 'l'••k 
Poree offiaa in Jlanol aad turnod over o bone fraga11t and 
identlfring lzlfomatlon uo"t Kajor Baallton. '1'be ■cmra9 cla1aed 
hia frieiad foand .. :tor s..uton•• .naain• at anotber location, thi• 
tJ.aa 1n QaanaJ ll1nh l'zOYillc:e. 

APPDDX:I 2 • Vea-:, 135 - l'ap 16 
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7'10 

Mt:er RCICeNf1111J' ...U., ,.._t: CIIS. nlata.t tmt: be ud 
nubed tM 90atb mu of die lal:lo as,.,. ad MUIII ,-1••• IZIII' of 
V.l.et:Da boop9 aall out la vvt:nm • to 1111111:. • alinzeed SGatb 
Vi.,,, •• AlllY aol.U.. ~a IM-.lJ' 101 .._. .. ,, nl• t:.beU' 
bad■ bat: llad' DD ~ Jmawleclge of t:be fate of C:Oloul 
llnllDlN. 

aoat1a Vlet::awe perawtl ~tad dvlDa OpuaUoa - DMIDf 
P'ZOffdad ....al IINnar acoomu dll&'iJlf 1173•197' 111 an effoft bJ' 
tM Ode• &ttame Offlm, Saigon, to leam 011me1 Bnal••• 
fate. llaeN aaaouta, all att:dllaud to dlff.:at loQtb vu~ 
AJmY Pri■--' ■ Glll&"W, •tat:ed t:bat C:Olaael &:aanl• W caalttad 
•llleida pd.or w oapan. - of tbaN accamt:• caa14 be 
~Uied. 

aa. ~ a.a. tar, Capt&lll ltNdar, ..., co1aae1 ammJ.• Jacl 
bND at: Du 'JO II ud .._ II.la to !le tlae ND1or dl•trt• ldft•or 
l!Qt: Jacl aa bowledge of Ill• fate. capta1D --.S. Jaad al■o lleud ma 
acaamat. t:zaaad to • am~ doator tmt:.Colaaal kallDl• ... 
dMd, bat C&ptaizl ...._ did DOt fiad t:be so=ae to a. NlJ.able. 

IIO ~ a.1. tar _. uie to P&'O"ia •J' iafomat:.I.GII ma 
Colael Jh:'wal••· pncl• taw. SD IIOU l 1 1971 • -· deal&nd 
dNlt/bcdr not: ~, ba•ed on • iw•awu .. fill&Uag of daatb. 

Ill lfay 1115, t:ba .Joi.Pit: CUMlt:J' IIMol•U• C.1:K :noeJ.ftld a ~ 
1:Mt a wzm- IA t:be DU l'O an& ud foaad llaaan ftlMJ.U t:bitft. 
t'tt.1• npm:t: ... nplaaed ill CDlaDel lll'Olml••. file. 

~•• ...,,....,d 
(1862) 

OIi llay J, 1972, JJ.ctaam llcDone!d ud c:aputa Daft.cl wuu... ..._ 
tb8 ~ ill tbe Naaad &-a urm:aft 1A • flipt. of ao oa • 
aiald.GD ~ Dag IIDl, Qaag ll1Db ~. ~ lut: 
trenwf ■•J.aD -■ t:bat: ~ ~ t:o a. onr •~ 1A tlfD 
atmat.■• ftla -■ after tbllJ' Ml ~ f1Alabad att:aclwlg t:1setr 
eugat:. 'lllelr D7 bMDaD t:mu; 1 r ... loaatad -11 •t: to ._ 
attar an enaal• ■-zda. ee ~ •• t:eadllatad • xay 5, 
1172. Bien -. DD ■1-1n9 Gf elt:bar 1:be auanft: or __,, BOtla 
1Ddlncl-1■ wn-1a1uallJ' -,,luad, ataabg. BOtla wn dee.land 
~ DOt: Z6COSR «~ attar OpMat:laa C Ing-

Ia Jlma 1189 VieCMII nptriatad tbe zaa.i.u wlllc:b WW qpa:oNd U 
Usaae of Cfficl Wllli.Ua. . . 
& a.a. ua la Vie'tDla lwW azcbbal ~um t:■ ftllORlDI ue 
lllloot dallll of a v.1. aJ.J:aa!t cm 11q J, 1'72 .iA 11111Gb die •au 
pf.ate■,... tom apu:t.• ft.la iDct.dmat: b ue cmlJ' a.lnaft: loH 
1D tlae UN cm t:bat date. 

_,,_,D 2 • 11111'1!1324 - Jage107 
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861 

Dr, WJ.1111111 R. Jlapl••• <:=ator of Phyaic:al ADthropol097, 
l!'lorida Stete Xu••-• UnJ.•enity of l!'lorida, told the c-J.ttee 
tllat a th.Ne -1ler t- vbich included 0%, Bl.118 S.rley, Dr. 
I.ollell L91rine and biluelf vas Hkad by the Army to go to t:he 
C11ntral Identification Lllboratozy 1n Ba.J.i and evaluate its 
pzocedm:e and staff . Ba discwtsad the PDkll• crash and the 
~•• stati119 that it-• ;uite diffez:ent in its cwenll 
natan from ..,.rything el•• t.bat •- to 90 to the Lahoratozy, 
In this case the x.alloratozy did a poor job, hut on the whole, 
they do a good job. One of the advantagu is the total lack of 
training in Vietnlm, i'hey dO not kn- what - do in tem.s of 
idatification, sot.bey can not play gimN vith us. 1> In the 
Pu:•• case, th.y -:i:e vzong 1n reaching a conclusion wh.n the 
zeaains were Wlidtmtifiable. 

'fhe caaaittN •t again on July 16, 1'86, to hear testi:mony 
from Major Jlarlt Saith and Sergeant Pirst ClaH Nelvin IICintiice. 
'the t:ll'D had appeared before the camitte• on Jan11azy 28, 1!186, 
and indicated their willlngne•• to •hare infomation and the 
9Vidence they had vbich vould prov. AMrican suvicean bad been 
held in captivity in Solltbelsst .bla in 1984. TIiey said they bad 
photograph•, aapa, ~ts, etc. t.Jaat -ld prove live 
priecners of V11r in Sooth-st .laia. 'l'hey aloo testified allout 
the alleged ellisunce of a videotape which depict• caucasiana in 
captivity in October 1985. Kr, Smith cla!Bad to ba,,. Yievad the 
248 lllinute• of the tape while Kr, IICintixe did not." 

Major Slllith provided copies of photo9 vbich contain a total 
of =-• American•. 'l'be pbotoCJrapbs were pzovided to him by a 
source in 't11ailand vbo h• condden reliable, showing ,._riC4ns 
who -re loft in Southeast Asia at the concluion of th11 Vietnua 
var. 

All to the filla in queation, a letter waa written to tho 
llhito Ho11ao and band carried by Congres- Bill Hendon, Major 
Saith and Mr, 'Maple wvn to ahow 11p in Singapore with $4. 2 
lllill1on in caah for Jlr. Oba8•Y to obtain the filla.u 

Mr. Jllllllls p, Coyne, a writer appeared before the co-1tt
and said that he had hellll inYestigating tM pos1ibility of live 
.llmerican prisoners of llllr captured during the var in Vietnam 
still !leing au,,.. Be llll• in n&lland for OV9r thr9e years a• a 
fore1911 cornspo11dent for Soldier of Fortune -,asine. Ba feels 
that there are thoae vbo vauld trade on the P0II KU issue for 
nothing mare than financial gain. Sama have appea:ced befon th• 

&>searing, Vol, II, p. 69. 

16Hear1ng, Vol. JI, p. 106, 

1'aearing, Vol. II, p. 135. 

8 
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AcCOIIDtlllq • Shields At tJla temillaUCD ot ~~ we 
Shielt!a 06/25/92 bad DO curTimt bard evi4em:e that 
Stat-t Mleri- were ■Ull hel4 PrilCD■r in 

soutll .. ■t A■ia ... -=e of tho•• lltlo 
returuad lla4 any ill4icaUon that 
~ had been left llehin4. lie knew 
that tlwre was a pot1lilliUty that 
defector■ flre alive in u.my• 
controll.S area,, llut 11&4 DO Uni 
ffi4ezlce to confini thi1 either. 

Jlallert Caxwood wa1 an ample of an 
AMrican W'llcllll we felt Iii.pt lie alive 
aD4 in an uaa.v•controll.S area, But 
acco~ to the niturnee1 wo NW 
hill last, he was DOt llei119 ti.14 H a 
sirilcnar. 

000225 
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~se""~~4-HHK Document 95-3 Filed 0~10'836?age 2 of·10 

, Stenographic Trqn~r.rint nf 
ll"O A. "..!'!!fROIIUCIIIATT!l!IIA-AIICIGIIEII 
~, ~u 

, Before the 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON POW/MIA AFFAIRS 

UNl1'.IID STATES SENAlE • 

Tuesday, June 9, 1992 

Exhibits l-5 attached 

.. ·· .. 
• • -•· 4 . .. 

• •,: •• ,• . .:..-• .t 

Washington, D.C. 

ALDERSON REPORTING-COMPANY 
•• flu 14TH STREET, N.w. 

W ASBINGTON, D.C .. 20005-S650 
• (202) 289-2260 

. .. 

j 
EXHIBIT 
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1 

2 

A. 

Q. 

REPROOUCal>AT nE NATICNAL AACHMiS 

G, McMurtrie Godley. 

Godley, as stated in the Foreign service List 

3 of June, 1972. 

4 

5 

A. 

Q. 

Right. Okay . 

Who I might add is one of the great American. 

6 proconsuls in my book, a superb leader and en excellent 

7 person. It was a sheer pleasure to work with him. And 

8 let me add, too, this is pertinent to our general ro11: 

27 

9 -- out, that this in~rdinate CIA presence, we woried for the 

10 -Ambassador. He was the boss. Whereas I was in charge of 

11 the ground operations, in ~ffect, the Ambassador was 

12 involved in everything we did, and if the Ambassador said 

13 "no," it was no. If the Ambassador said "yes, 11 it was 

14 yes. There was no situation where CIA was running a 

15 clandestine war. This was the United states mission in 

16 

17 

18 

19: 

20 

21 

22 

operation there, under the direction and command of the 

Ambassador. 

o. Did you have direct contact with Washington? 

A, • I had direct cable contact. 

Q. Bypassing the Ambassador ever, or always with 

his consent? 

A. No. I mean, I had my own communications 

23 channel. That's the way it was set up. CIA communicates·· 

24 directly. 

25 The Ambassador had access to everything I did, 
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R&PRODUCEO AT TH! NA'IIOfW. ARCKVES 28 

l , said, wrote, or whatever. If he came into my office and 

2 said "What have you got here, ." I mean, I showed it 

3 to him. I didn't check every message I wrote before~ 

4 sent it. I didn't have to. My guidelines with him were 

5 very, very clear. He was privy to everything I was dojng, 

6 and everything I said or did I did under his authority. 

7 I did not see his communications. He generally 

8 showed me his communications. 

9 -- You know how it works in an embassy:- There's 

10 an awful lot of traffic being passed back and forth among 

11 the units of the embassy, _the political section, the 

12 economic section, the CIA section, and so on. They're in 

13 a constant interchange of information. 

14 Now, there are privacy channels, privacy 

15 messages that are sent back that are not shown to 

16 everybody. If I sent a privacy back, you want to call it 

17 that, on a sensitive matter, it was something I either 

18 showed to the Ambassador or discussed with the Ambassador. 

19 There were no end-run, end-around operations there at all, 

20 I say that with great confidence. 

21 I feel very confident, too, that whatever the 

22 Ambassador did that was important to my operations I knew 

23 about. 

24 I think we had as thorough and as in.timate an 

25 • exchange of information and ideas as L could ever expect 
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l to see or hope to see. 

2 on the routine distribution of traffic, the 

3 intelligence reporting, that is, you're familiar with the 

4 designation, the 11 FOB 11 designation of the intelligence 

5 from Vientiane --

6 o. Yes. 

7 A. -- went routinely to everybody in the mission, 

8 that is, to all the chiefs of section. The operational 

9 --traffic did not get the same kind of distribut.:f6h. so our 

10 routine operational traffic, I didn't bother the 

11 Ambassador with that. I mean, he didn't see that~ He 

12 could see it if he wanted to. If he came in and he asked 

ll me, I would show him anything. I had no hesitation to do 

14 so. 

15 X didn't show it to everybody in the Political 

16 section. Dick Howland, for example, we worked very 

17 closely together. But he didn't need to see some of the 

18 personnel traffic, for example. They were not privy to 

19 it. The Ambassador could see if it he wanted to, but he 

20 didn't, as a rule. 

21 Q. How closely did the Director of Central 

22· • Intelligence monitor the Laos operation? 

23 A. well, my impression is he rode it very, very • _:_ 

24 carefully. It ~as a hot subject in Washington at the 

25 ·time. There were various interdepartmental, interagency 

000029 
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R8'A00UC:ED AT THI! NATIOHAL ARCIIYl!8 30 

l groups that governed our operation -- the WSAG, the 

2 Washington Special Action Group, for example. I don•t 

3 recall whether the Director himself was a member of that, 

4 but certainly the Deputy Director was. He was involved 

5 with the White House on an almost daily basis on Vietn~m, 

6 on Laos, and so on. So to my understanding, he was on our 

7 operation like a leech, you might say. I mean, he was 

8 there. He was privy to it all. I frequently heard from 

9 --- him in the cable traffic. 

10 You know, we had various ways of writing 

11 messages where we can sen~ a routine operational message 

12 back and it goes from desk to desk. But if I want 

13 somebody in particular to see it, I can send it from me to 

14 him, from me to the Deputy Director, and put his.name on 

15 it. So I assume he saw most of the press, but there's a 

16 screening process and he can't read every cable that comes 

17 back. 

18 Whenever I was in contact with him, he_knew 

19 everything I was up to. He was privy and conversant on 

20 the whole shebang. 

21 Q. was there ever any tension betweed Helms and 

22 his guidance and Ambassador Godley 1 s guidance? 

23 

24 

A. Never. No. 

Q. Was _.there ever any tension between Helms and 

~S his sense of what was good for Laos versus what was coming 
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REPACOUC8> AT 1t11i NA'RONAL ARCtl'I&& 

62 

1 Q. I'd like you to refresh your memory with a 

2 document. I'd like you to take a few minutes to look at 

3 this. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 I have tabbed it, and I have tabbed on the side 

12 in the back areas that mention u.s. prisoners seen in 

13 Laos. I'd like you to describe, again, if you are 

14 familiar with it, if you had a hand in drafting it or 

15 approving it. 

16 I'd also like you, as you read the source line, 

17 to say what gave rise to this 20 page report in 1971, 

18 please. 

19 Take a few'minutes, as you need. 

20 

21 

22 

[Discussion off the record.] 

MR. McCREARY: Let's go back on the record. 

THE WITNESS: Well, I had to have seen this 

23 report. This could not have gone out without my intim~te 

24 .involvement with it. No question about that. I don't 

25 remember it, but then, my memory is -- I mean, I don't 

. .. .. . . .. . ........... . . ............. . 
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63 

l remember specifically reading this. 

2 Now, what gave rise to it? It sounds to me 

3 like we must have been asked by Headquarters to do it, .In 

4 other words, give us your best compilation of all you•v.e 

s got, whatever you think, whatever you can add on the 

6 subject of prisoners of war. 
-

7 I would say it's in response to a Headquarters 

8 request. But there, again, I could be wrong . .:.:t don't• 

9 know. 

10 o. You do not recall, then, a specific tasking? I 

ll mean, that's a monumental task for any embassy, it strikes 

12 me. 

13 A. well, this is not an embassy. This is a 

14 station. 

Q. correction, station. Yes. 15 

16 

17 

18 

A. Oh, yes. well, I suspect this was done in 

at my request undoubtedly, and done by them on the 

basis of reporting from; That's where 

19 they would have had, they would have had a continuing 

20 overview of all that was happening, all that tas being 

21 reported by the units. 

22 In Vientiane, the station itself, I don•t th1nJc_-_:.. 

23 we would have done it. 

24 Q. Would. your station have briefed Ambassador 

25 Godley --

. . ... . ····· ........ . 
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l 

2 

3 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

RIPRODUCEO AT THE NATIONAi. ARCHYl!S 

Oh, absolutely. 

-- on the contents of the report? 

Oh, he would have seen the report. Oh, no •. 

4 doubt about that. I mean, this report would never have 

5 gone in without him seeing it, without the Political 

6 Section, and the attaches, and, likewise, Army and Air. 

7 They would have seen it. This would have been,- I feel 

8 confident, a well coordinated presentation, because it's 

9 of interest to so many different components of the' 

10 mission, and of the government, for that m~tter. 

64 

11 MR. McCREARY: ! 1 d like to have a copy of that 

12 made and we'll mark it as an exhibit. 

13 THE WITNESS: Let's see, I just can't think. 

14 September, Godley wasn't away at that time. 

15 MR. McCREARY: For the record, Exhibit 4 will 

16 be the resume of 

17 [The document referred to 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

was marked Exhibit 

No. 4, for identification.] 

MR. McCREARY: Exhibit 5 will be 

[The document referred to 

was marked Exhibit 

No. 5, for identification.] 

THE WITNESS: I'm trying to think of what was 
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R!PRODUCEO AT THE MA110NAL ARQW&8 
65 

l happening in September of 1971. I guess what I just said, 

2 the Ambassador had to have seen this. It's conceivable 

3 that the Ambassador was on leave and might not have seen 

4 the report. I don't know. But the mission would have 

5 seen this, the chief of mission, the charge or the DCM, 

6 Monte Stearns. This would have been a well staffed 

7 presentation. 

8 BY MR. McCREARY (Resuming): 

9 Q •. Does that represent an authoritative pr.:Brition, 

10 as authoritative as it gets in the field, more or less? 

11 A. Not quite as authoritative, no, as a source 

12 description. If you see something which is a situation 

13 appraisal, if you see something on Laos with that on it, 

14 that comes from me. I mean, I wrote it. 

15 This•is something that a reliable source, this 

16 is a compilation done by our staff of all information 

17 available to us at the time from a variety of sources. In 

18 other words, I don't consider it as authoritative, even 

19 though I'd written it.myself. I mean, it's perfectly 

20 authoritative. 

21 

22 

Q. 

A. 

I understand. That's clear. 

As for my not remembering it as well, there are 

23 a lot of things I don't remember. 

24 In September of 1971, we were in the build-up 

25 period of the Plaine des Jars, the period of 
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9 

A I.pr~vided him an outline of activities that. 

resulted in. the ultimate disappearance of a large quantity of 

POW-MIA people. 

Q can you be more specific, please? 

A Sure. In 1970~ I was stationed at a unit called 

Task Force Alpha in Nekhon Phnom, Thailand, and I was cleared 

for top-secret material. And we ran a very extremely 

classified project at the time that was call.ed, "The 

Proj:aci:1t " 

Q The Project? 

A The Project. And the Project was a coda :.name• for 

~•• Porc:e,;:k~, w~~,waar a·· ~~-l proj·ect of Defens• 

secretary:•ifcNamara: And its area of involvement was to 

coordinate the war effort throughout Laos. 

And in doing so, I was a targeter. My job was to 

supervise people and d.i,rec:t- target.:i:119.·. strikes. through 

target:~-~~-tt-throughout primarily an area known as Steel 

T'igerwithin:Laosi 

And in so doing, we becanie aware -- 11we11 meaning 

the u.s. Air Force -- became aware of patterns of placing 

POI\Ps,· in-~:-Yeey hostile, threatening environment to be used 

in an effort to prevent American targeting efforts in Laos 

and North Vietnam. 

Q I'm not with you. What is the hostile environment 

to which you refer? 

Diversified Reporting Ser\icas, Inc. 
918 18TH STREET, N.W. SUITE 803 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008 
(202) 296-2929 
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10 

A Well, hostile environment I refer to is taking 

small POW sites;·and building them, constructing them within 

the interval confinement of another target complex, i.e., a:, 

pumping station, POL storage, ammunition storage, truck 

park/storage area. 

The ty~es of targets that we were trained to go 

after in Laos was exactly the type of targets that they were 

shipping prisoners of war to in an attempt to force us to 

comply with the Geneva Convention and not bomb such 

facilities. 

Q What other information did you provide to Mr. 

Cwnmings on this occasion? 

A ~~e,Jayed to him a concern that I've had since 

197~ AJid·,-t:ha:t' was -that a decision was -made to allow the 

strikes to actually penetrate those target complexes where 

the POW's--were held~ An overt decision was made to hit those 

targets and we did so. And resultedly destroyed a lot of 

material along with human life. 

Q ~~ have an understanding as to when that 

dGC?,~~on watt:,·made? 

A Yes, I do. Shortly after the Kent State incident 

in 1970, whic:IS:I believe was in May of 1970, if my memory 

serves me correctly. 

Q And do·you have an understanding as to who made 

that decision? 
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11 

A I was an instrument of the decision. I did not 

make the decision. I -- my job at the time·was to -- the 

computerized targeting system that we utilized at Task Force 

Alpha -- which at that time was the world's most complex, we 

were told. It was an IBM 360 -- 360E system that required 

on-site technicians continuously from IBM to maintain it. 

The -- a lot of this I don't wish to go into. I'm 

sure it's still classified. But the system itself was a 

guidance system using sensors buried in the ground to 

coordinate and conduct strikes at night and in very inclimate 

weather conditions, primarily during the rainy monsoon season 

in Southeast Asia. 

And in support of that targeting program, we were 

the:: targe,t;_.coordinator to Phon Phen in VNT in Laos for the 

CIA to conduct their activities, .. So we were basically the 

liaison or coordinator for all strike authorization within 

Steel Tiger and part of what was called Ban,:'_el. Roll area. 

Q Again, do you do you know who made the decision 

in question? I understand you did not. 

A I know who implemented the order. I don't know who 

made the decision. 

Q Tell me, please, what is Steel Tiger? 

A steel . 'l'iger, if you have a,, :ma~-• C?f., Laf:>s is primarily 

the area that's slender, skinny, approximately· a hundred 

nautical miles wide that's below the large round northern 

Diversified ReporUng Servites, Inc. 
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And the safeguard system was very simple. If you 

entered in a set of coordinates and you referred into a 

computer code, if you listed a target as a POW-MIA pose-ible. 

complex or if you listed it as a hospital, for example, any 

other agency trying to target that unit -- that complex, it 

would be automatically rejected by our computer. 

13 

So that we would alert the other organization that 

they couldn't bomb there. And we had to write up a reason 

why. We had to relay a computerized message to that element 

to say what we knew that they probably were unaware of 

through PIREPS, pilot reports, predominantly. 

S6!~;~f~ards were in place when I ar·ri ved. 

And throughout my -- :r·-atrived· in Thailand in October of 

l-97U. And throughout that dry period -- I had arrived just 

as the monsoon season was over. 

And as the hostile activities increased -- which 

was primarily a movement of materials in massive quantity to 

the south in an attempt of what we in~·intelligence assumed 

was going to be another Tet offensive. 

As we basically became crippled with our targeting 

activities throughout the initial onset of the dry season 

from October up until February or so, we could bomb less and 

less and hit less and less and get less and less bomb damage 

assessment.· 

At a unit level, I was informed that as of March, 

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc. 
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14 

that. the safeguards would be removed from the computer 

systein. In·· other words, the computer would accept the target 

request from the other unit without alerting that unit to the 

fact that it was, in fact, a POW a potential POW location. 

Q What else did you tell Mr. Cummings during that 

conversation? 

A I told Mr. Cummings I thought this was horrendous 

that we did this to our people. And that I would help in any 

way whatsoever to -- within the framework of the law to help 

him do research in that area. 

Q Did you tell him anything else on that occasion? 

A I have outlined the bulk of what we discussed. And 

I believe your request -- I believe there's an affidavit or a 

document I have seen that discusses a source that Mr. 

Cummings has, and I ~m that source. 

Q What did Mr. Cummings say to you during this 

conversation? 

A Well, he was -- if this proved to be true, he was 

appalled too. He couldn't believe that a decision was made 

without the public knowledge of. And there's obviously been 

an ongoing -- I don't want to use the word "cover-up," but. 

lack of initiative to get to the bottom of a lot of the MIA 

issue, in my opinion, and he wanted to pursue it. And I 

strongly encouraged him to do so. 

Q How did you and Mr. Cummings happen to meet? 
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Attachment 7 

...... 

Stenographic Transcript of 
HEARINGS 
Before the 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON POW/MIA AFFAIRS 

UNITED STATES SENATE 

D~POSITION OF BOBBY RAY INMAN 

Wednesday, September 9, 1992 

Washington1 D.C. 

ALDERSON RE.PORTING COMPANY 
111114TH STREET, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005•5650 
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TllEt5AT•lOSAL AltCljl\'F.~ • i. :'I 
,__,.I!· V".."'·•···---=· _,., --:-, .. 

l 

OEPOSI~!ON OF BOBBY RAY INMAN 

Wednesday, September 9, 1992 

u.s. Senate 
-· Select Committee on P~W/HIA" 

Affairs 

'Washington, Q •. C. 

Deposition '.:>f BOBBY RAY INMAN, the wit~ness 

herein, called for examination by counsel for the senate 

Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs, convened, J~ursuant to 

notice, at 9:47 a.m .. in S-407, The Capitol, th•i!! witness 

having been duly sworn by MICHAL ANN SCHAFER, C'1R, a Notary 

Public in and for the District of co+umbia, and the 

proceedings b~ing taken down by Stenomask by MICHAL ANN 

SCHAFER, CVR, and transcribed by her. 
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ltP.PRll[ll"C' E'l 

~--~ 
I.,• •• ....... ~ • • 

........ .. , .... 

45 

1 organization. 

2 

3 

But this is 3 December 1979. Here's what the 

original is. This would be the Exhibit, but we'll wor~ out .. 
4 of this notebook. This is what it actually looks :._!,Ce. out 

S of the files of MSA. Would you just kind of take.a moment. 

6 to look at that? 

7 Here's an o~ientation map of where that activity 

8 is going on, far northeastern Laos. 

9 

10 

11 

A, 

Q. 

And Sam Neua and Viang Sai. Yes. 

[Pause.] 

Would something like that have been brought to 

12 your attention? 

13 A. 
i The answer is probably not. Qnly if it was 

14 assigned a high degree of validity. What would nc,rmally 

15 happen with something like this is that it would i:low to 

16 the imagery, to the people who were doing liaison with NPIC 

17 and DIA, though sometimes competition may have go·eten in 

18 the way of that. 

19 In this case, it would appear this flowed from 

20 CIA, not from NSA. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. 

A. 

It came from CXA to NSA to request --

Then, if i~ came in the process what would 
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... 

) 

· --sEeREF 

-' 
. ..I 

POSSIBLE/SUSPECT P~ISONER OF WAR CAMPS 
AND BRIBFIRG BOARDS/NOTES 

INTRODUCTION . .... 
• 

There are 18 pos11ble prisoner or war camps 1n North 
. ,• 

Vietnam. A possible or suspect PW camp ts one in which there 

1■ ••• 1ntomat1on or evidence that it ~1ght be~ or could • 

have ~e•n~ used tor the detention of Aaerlcan prisoners on a 

pe~ent basis. The words "possible" and "suspect" are used 
•' 

lntezcbangeab~. -
. . 

!be otftcial names aaaiped to the poa■ible camp!' are 

Nl.ec'te4 by DIA by the ■ame process used ror the cont~l'llled 

C811Pa: tt the 1nata1la~1on•a name ta known, that rume is used; 

1~ • 1t le not known, a placename near the 1'ac111 ty is selected-.. .,. 
Iiiaaauch aa no known American prisoners have been held at the 

poaetble PW camps on a permanent basts, there are no nickname• 

tor these l& c6..tt.;:,:.:. :·,. 1:. :oca~:-::-. Ar the 18 r,-Cl~~ible PW camps 

·•~ ahOlm on page 200. 

Thia Section contains copies ot al1 the briefing-boards 

. 4111d notes ta■ued to date on the possible PW camps. The cap■ 

are listed tn alphabetical order. 

199 

SECRET 
Attachment a 

-------·· 

. .. ~: 
-'It 

,._;•.,. 

···"* .... ~" . .;, 
:-, .... : .. 

•,' '.. .. 

,·.. . •. . .. 
. . -·~· 

··1-:·~·\:;.-. 

·.i 1/ 
+2. 
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,...._ ~:•!;-
_._I,. ... . J ,p .$, . ..... • 

w • .._Y-·' -•• 

, • 
~ " 

bate: 29 October 1969 

NORTH VIETNAM ... BRIEFING NOTES 
ON 

. . 
BRIEFING BOARD NO. l0-69-3 . # --

1. INSTALLATION: SON TAY Possible PW camp, N-69 

2. Pkf\ 
3. LOCATION . 21 08 36N 105 30 OlE . 
4. . Thia 1nst&llat1on la located on the east bank ot the 
sOIIQ·coR (River)., t>.6 NM northweat of' SON TAY (HIS 21 o&f,'1:>5 
30Bl and O. 7 ~ sout~ ot the SOKG HONG HA (Red Riverl . 

. 5. . The compound la O~ enclosed by a 

. -~ 

--

•' 
aaaoary wall- about l~ teet high. Inside the compound a~ 3 
qartera-type bu1141nga., 1 latrine/shower., 1 shed and 2 guard •,: 

towers. one. building which appeared in 1967 . _....,,...,, has 
been removed and lta toundation la still visible on current 
• ~"'I.lo~ Nine-support buildings are located outside the 

... wall on the east and 11outh aides of' the installation. .wiw,~ 
• • reveals the wall now enclosing the compound was 
eonatnicted atter 17 September 1967. 

6. The location of this installation is remarkably close 
to ·~.l·.c.·~ t•:: c. .:.o:.:;. ;.:_.·~:·.~ . ;: :~ :.:--.:., • •. ·:: •=--r:1::d dur2~~~ t~f- r~;1.C'd 
January to September 1967. Source: of this int'ormatiorl r~port..ed 

J.aeetnc approximately l::> u.s .. Pws inside the compound during bia . •.. . 
period or observation. Lack of collateral intormation p~ecludea '··.· ::, 
veriticatton ot this installation as a PW CCIUlpound. 

16S ,...,.. ... , 
------·--•·· 

. ·-
:· ··~---· ... :, 

. 
• ::-r 

... :j 
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--

Date: '3 February 1970 

NORTH VIE"rNAM 
BRIEFING NOTES 

ON 
BRIEFING BOARD NO. 1-70-6 

l. 

2. 

3. 

INSTALLATION: 

()"""' 

LOCATION 

SON TAY Possible PW Camp, N-69 

21 08 36N 105. 30 OlE 

-. 

4. • Th_ia _Briefing Board supplements Briefing Board fl.o . 
. 10-69-3 and accompanying_ Briet1ng 1fotes dated 29 October 1-969.-

5. , . Photography ot 12 ~eaber 1969 reveals aigniticant new 
construction at this f'acility since 4 J'u1y 1969: 

.. 

•• The masonry nll •~4 ~e compound has been extended : 
50 reet northward so that 1t·now enc1oaea an area 

·-

. b. Guard towers are located at the southwest and northwest 
corn.eh or the compound. A poaeible guard tower ia located at 
t~e center of' the east wall. The guard tower located at the 
northeast comer ot the caapound berore it was enlarged has • 
been removed. 

c. There is a gate in the east wall wi 1.:.h a gi.i.""l;: ;.::.-..:.i.~ ..;.·y 

the aQQth end of the gate. 

d. Two new quarters-type buildings (Annotations 5D and 5E) 
have been constructed in the compound . 

• e. outside the compound a thatcbed-roor support building 
(Annotation 8Al has been partially dismantled. • • • 

f'. Also outside the CCJIIIPound, a quarters-type building 
(Annotation 7Bl haa been new)y constructed. · 

6 •.. The new construction strengthens the possibility that 
this installation is ...-,.or detention purposes, however, no 
additional collateral lntormation has been received to 

169 
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~ubstantiate this theory. 

... 

.. :. 
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Date: 9 June 1970 

NORTH VTETNAM ... 
BRIEFING NOTES .. 

ON 
BRIEFING BOARD NO. 5-70-1 

1. INSTALLATION: SON TAY PW ca~p, N-69 

2. 

3. LOCATION 21 08 36N 135 30 OlE 

4. Brieting Board Noe. 10-69-3 and 1-70-6 and acco1ftpllJ1Ying 
Briefing Notes are superseded. 

5. 'ftlia installation waa identified as a possible PW camp 
in OCtober 1969 rrom a reported observation of a detention 
:tacUity in this vicinity in September 1967. Source o:t th1a 
report described the camp ae enclosed by a barbed wtre :tence on 
that date. Photo interpretation validated source's description 
and the existing walls around the compound were detenllined to 
have been constructed after September 1967. 

6. Between 4 Jul.y and 12 December 1969, the compound waa 
enlarged. The walls were extended 50 feet northward and two 
additional quarters-type buildings (Annotations 5C and 5D) were 
construe tee i'.'1~ 1 -;'= t.!"!~ cr.ru;.po1.!nd. The building annotated 5A 
was reported to e;e t wc c;,~:.J..c.l.ng5 o~. y~·c,·:..~-....s:..:,- :.~:. .:-::~ ::- ::. -. :·:. :·.f 
Boar4a on this installation. 

7. In April 1970, information was obtained which c..onfirmed 
this "facility as a currently operational PW camp. 
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,., 

lEPRODllrJ AT THE NATIONAL AlCJIIY[:I "') 

' ... ,, 

LAOS 

THAll.AND . 

HOllk~
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• - •••••••• 9 - ......... .,. --

In,~llig :n .:e Information Report 

... 

1. As of 25 July 19691 there were an esti•ated 500 
personnel colJll!l1tted to guardiug, esc9rtins, aDd providing 
suo;,port ~or prisoners of war (POJ")J in S4 CODfirmed e11e117 
c•.IIP• :Ill Lao ese personne2 are reriected aa • port;iao./ 

_ e comaand and support persounel for Laos, .. ritioned 
D tbi11ui=ary·ot-esf!aat'&"d enemr order of"battle 0 for Laos 
s 15 July 1969. -· • :_· • • • • ••• • • . • 

--,. . . . 
• 2. ,:Livin:_c.onditions. Gen~-,§• POWs receive bu11ano· 

treatmooi<by.:Xsian sianaards. coau:aent: Some POWs 
bave stated ~bat tbey had receive unbumane treatment or • 
were subjected to various indignities.) Food, although 
often reported :s aiai~al, unclean, and unseasoned, is 
su££icent ~or •xtstance; however, ~t o~ten leads to 
malnutrition and d~scase wbich claims a large DUm~er ot 
POW casualties. Medi~al. treatment,· while aot adequate 
b7 WosterD standards, is normally:ava,~lab~e~n-prlat~tve---
torm. • ·-----

. . 
3. • PO~ camps. POW are coofioed to a cave aod/or 

stockadetype structure ~uriag the aigbt,~but are premitted 
to go outside sometime duriag tbe day-~or exercise.· POW •• 

r----'-- . . - .... ..,J ....... __ . ·- ... . - . 
. . . 

;. .. 

.L. ___ ~ . - . .. -- -... ·-- -- -... 

F,€4--J,, ,~ Ir EXHIBIT 
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J..,.1.-1 ...... 

0 Fi<IO~iTY 

IN 0017S't 

0606432 .•~.; ;.:.,_, OTf TDCS-3111/00217-70 . 

I 
COUUiI'JU' 

J)Ol I 
suB.JECl' 

ACQ 

SOU CE 

DIST 6 JA"l'.JAAY 

--~:;!BLY LATE 1969 OR EARLY 1-~;0 j 
GC::NERAL. LOCATIOH OF PRISON CAMP CONTAitHSG AB~UT 

20 U~lTED sr~TES Alf FORCE PILOTS IN THE BAN ttiXAY. 
. 

REGION OF HOUA PHl\t~ PRO'JIUCE 
·:--·•· ... ......... # 

ABOL!l 20 UNITED SIATES AIR FORCE PILOTS \..'ERE 

Di;?R!SOt:F.D I H A CONCEAl.E.D S£CT ION OF THE BAU llA}:AY J'VH l 955/ 

ARE'A C•F Sill~ f-i£UA PROVlt~CE, ACCDP.D1 NG TO 1~0 VILLAGEF.S 1:.'HO 
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. ... I . . \ . _. -.... . 

!~ i . •. • .. . • J ,. • • . . • i ~ . • . . • . : IE X 1:,. 1 Doc, : 
• P?... 

1e&.ut111<"-!;.;,,.,.=-=-' ---'' ..... ·•1_ .. _ ... _...,.._,...,_i.._1 -------~:-----------------.:_ 

VIENH\11£S£ ARMY /NVA/ GUARDS NOTICED !HAT l'HE HID VILLAGERS 

SAW THE PJLOTS, TH£ GUARD~ SEIZED 1HEM AND SAID THEY TOO 

WOULD BE IMPRISONED. 

2. 7r.£ PATH£! LAO FUNCTlONARY~ WHO ~AS SELL!~G THE 

VILLACiERS THE RADIO, Ifi!ERC£G£D AND TO'i..D THE NVA GUARDS HE 

HAO TOLD lHE. VIL LAGERS l O CQ'IIE WITH H lrl TO GET THE RAD I 0. 

-THE t!VA GUARDS RELEASED THE VILLAGERS, BUT D~ h~D£l) THEY .NOT 

• ttil I\HYOH£ ELSE ABOUT THE LOCA! !9N OF TH£ PILOTS PR ISON 

CAMP. 

5. ~C(Xr;N£Nl. 

RE}'ukit.u AL.L. .1fil. Af1t:HlCAt-l PRI=iONERS li£LD IN 

LAOS VERE TAKEN TO NORTH VIETNAM It~ LAJE PEC£.";8ER 1968,/.if~r 

27 AMERICAN PRI50tl;:RS THAT HAD SEEN IN LADS t,T THAT !IME 

. : . : . • . -~ 
· ' . .. 

• WERE ,1SSEMBL£D J.~ IHE BAN HANG LOl;G /VH 1~262.9/ AREA ABOUT 

MID-WAY BET\IEEN BAN NA'KAY AND SAM HEUA .✓\.1 !-i 009579/. THEY 

"WERE r~ BE USED lN A PRISONER EXCHANGS wI:H THE SOUTH 

Vlt;!NJl11 ESE GOV £RNMENT. SEE llliA~T!Y"-5-3'.14/0979fi....S9) 

-4. FIELD DISS£M STAT, ARMY AIF.: J:S~ACV 7TH AIR FORCE 

CINCPJhC PACFLT PACAf AR?t.C · JFA/t~KP N: ~~ 

. . 
. .. . . . . -. - ·..... . . ._. : . 
. . .. : 

~ ~ .. . 
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( 
• j 

LOC.1,,•: IONS • OF • PRISON CA•1PS lN IAOS 

Ban ?lalcay Teu (V:i 195559 20 24N 104 l3S) 
Ca) (V!! 196550) , 6 J'a11. 66, ) 1JS PWs. 
(b) (VH 194566), .A.uz. 66, at least l US prisoner in cave. 
(c) (VH 1957) t prison in cave, 3-5 1JS, all reporled dead, Dec .. 66. 
(d.) (VH 1.'6S"6J • l)ec. 66, 4 'OS. • 
(e) (VH 195:5) • Dec. 66, Cave vit'!l 3 1JS am 2 others. 

L-2 Muoar P'nine (XD 090270 l.6 3lN lOo OlE) 
(a) IJA~E'S Air Ame..--ica crev, S Sept. .. 6.3, bald f'or 12 

hours .. taken to t-J.. 
(b) • A1;;-n11:s etc., Dec. 63- Mar. 64,. helc f'or 100 cleys, 

taken to L--12 •. 

I,....3 !long Hat (UG 946550 19 29N l0.3 59E) 
Nov. 61- Feb. 62, 4 US Plls. 

(XD 310460 l.6 UN lo6 l)E) L-4 Ean Tbakh6ng 
,U/4-A?~S 

to L-11. 
etc., Sept.- Nov. 63, held tor 79 days, ta.ken 

L-5 Xha:ag Khay (UG 160560 19 29N 103 J.4:;) 
• l.0-1.2 Oct. 6:,$ l US. 

L-6 Muong Phine (XD l.60360 l6 36N l06 o;E) 
Sept. 63, temporary 

!-7 !a Hi.erre (YC 600750 l6 02N 107 26E} 
Ap::-. 66, l30 Special Forces troops reeeiv.t.Dr ideological 
ref"or.n training. • .-~ .. .. 

I-9 Ban i.ang lQwn (\S L22323 . 17 2SN 10; 21.E) 
,J~p;,: , Sept.- J'an. 6!1, held 5 months, set f'eee by Iao 
rua. . . 

L-lO !zn Tbs Phs. Chon 
{a) JI.J...-,,;e.=:; 
{b) ,JA->'ti,€'5 

taken to L-l.). 

(\ra 875053 17 14N' 105 49E} 
etc .. , Oct. 64, held £or l2 daye, 
at.a .. , Dec. 64, lO days !'or int _ 

(c) ,,v/#7-;r:_:' 3ept. 66, held £or l. month, taken to ~9. 
(d) Y:ay.65, US pi.lot. held here b,- Nort!i Viet~se. 
(e) J'u.na 67, cave ,d:th l us, vie WE e76o;l. 

EXHI 

Is . -✓--....,.--=--
.,.,,._ Control 
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. . ( 

• • ·-L-ll ~\<t:l ~nn;-: At,i"'~~~C\D1 (XV :~00760 lt; 5eN lC'n iJ?f,; ) 
(A.) IJll'lt"!i~ Dec. 6J, he!.1 i",lr 17 days, taker. 

to L--2. 
(b) JJJ'II",;:,· recaptured, .4.ue. 66, held j days, taken to L-16. 

Dun I.a:.e K.,s.ng (~ 7o0,~l0 • 17 )JN l.05 41.E) 
(s.) • Aj /t-"RH::':t 

7 !-!av 6}... 
etc., 21 Mar.- 3 1"ay 64, escaped, recaptured 

(b) 7 Msy 6!.- Cct. 61.., taicen to !-10 

Ban ?!1 T~n {XD 1)0950 17 08N 106 04~) 
(a) A./A-,-YU:S . etc., C'ct.- Dec. 64, taken to L-lO for 

inte:-:t-oga t.icn. . 
(b) A..J~&~ I# etc.,, .cec. 6-4- Dec. 6-5, Martin a:-r:.ves 21 

Dec: .. £-5 11 all take:: to u--14. 
{:) ~ Aur-. 66, z :liihts, taker. to ~lo. 

L-!L Pba !C.'in (!~ 3129:?L 17 Co?I l.06 llE) 
NA-m~ . . ,tc., Dec. 65- ~.2.r. 66, Der.gler ar:-ives 

:el::. 66: c!l taken to L-l5 

(XD 300890 
~P-:,n,1;S 

l? 05N lC6 13B) 
~tc., }.far.- June 66, .. ,., 

I-le Thong 1..oUB.llf (ID 180440 le 40N 106 c.6E) 
A./~'°'held overnie;ht, Aug .. 66, take:: tc ~17. 

L-l'i Ban Houoi :ia.ng (ZD 220840 r1 02!i 106 GSB} 
A)~G" Aug., 66,, held l. c.e::,s, ts.ken to L-l]. 

t-!9 I4t !-:oua?l£ {UG 090445 19 351, lOS llEj 
¥.ay- Sept. 6J., Sgt. BelleDE;er 

!-W Hone P.et (UG 925560 19 30?1 103 5SE) 
April- .t..ur. 62, Sft .. Ballerag"cr 

I-~ Il!lne ~o (VH 366534 
(11.) • Nov. c6, :; US '?',fa in ca~e. 
(b) t"'.;:>r. c7, US Pt.fs in cave. 

2C 23N 104 29E) 

/ 

~~ Sam Neus (VP. 366533) 
(a) July 67, 6 US ?Js 
(b) AUf.'. 67, g US ?.·Is 

L-27 Muo~ .t,:ga (\~ U.59) 
Ju!y 67, 6 US ?.-1s held i!l a 2 sto:-y bail.rlix:g. 

000133 •• - - ••••••• - ••• - •••• - ' •••••• ·---··-. --· •• .-•-¥· • ~- ... ..,, ...... -,~.-----i-----.. • ....... ----..•• 
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. . . . 
•. / ,··• . 

. - -· ( 
-.. 

:. (,m 14:i,t' ) 
!'-1,lf. o7, J us ?~is in CiiVe o.t ju11ctic,n of :-oute 6 and :-0~1te c5 .. 

3~:-. ;-::1 ?!hc,u: (YD i683) . 
Dec. 66, L US ar.d 9 Thai moved to Muon~ Phiz:o (XO 0927). 

Xie rag Menc (V~ 31'.SgQ) 
Ap.-il 67, cave vlth J US. 

... .. . 

000134 

613

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 142 of 271



Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-1   Filed 10/22/16   Page 139 of 169

r ·• .... 

¥i 

Case 1 :04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-20 Filed 06/04/08 Page 8 of 18 

-u . . 
1Jtclligence lnform~tlon L.-Jble IN 2H,9ltl 

PAGE l OF 10 PAGES 

Cc/-C {$fCDU JCi A~T N4YT All) CI.\/M"'CC MIC 
$U..Tf/lMI DIA, NM - Ni4 SOO-"' 

X 
THIS IS .AN INK>RMATION REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVAlUATED INT£LUGENCE , 

y 0ll6S1Z CITE TDCS-3lif/l2S72-70 

DIST l OECEl-'BER 1970 
--- ·--- ···-- • -·--- .. -- z:, • 

COUNIRY LAOS 

DOI 25 NOVEMBER 1970 AND AS.STATED 

ACQ 

SOURCE 

ENEMY PRJSONS lN LA_OS 

•. r 

l. AS OF 25 NOVEMBER 1970 GROUND SOURCES CONFIRMED ~5 

ENEMY PRISONS AND/OR PRISONER OR WAR /POW/ CAMPS OR Ca-JPLEX£S IN 

LAOS. BASED' ON ANALYSIS OF AVAILABLE 1 ~~FORMATI ONt AN ESTIMATED 

1,000 ENEMY PERSONNEL WERE COMMITTED TO GUARDING AND MAINTAINING 

PRISON F'AC1Ll11ES THROUGHOUT THE courHRY. ~IX NEW PRISONS 

HAVE SEEN CONFIRMED SINCE AUGUST, WHILE THE PRISON FACILITY 

PREVIOUSLY CONFIRMED AT ~UONG PHJNE /XD 0927/ WAS DROPPED 

,, 

_i) 

.,...-~~~--. ➔-. . . . . . .· .. : . :..·. ~ .. 

EXHIBIT 
000135 IS\i-: e, 614
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) 

r 

) 
IN 

TDCS-314/12572-70 

PAGE 2 Of 10 PAGES 

FROl'l nns LlSTit~G DUE TO RECENT GOVERNEMEN1 OPERATlONS IN !HAI 

SECTOO. PRISONERS PREVIOUSLY HELD IN JHE IMMEDIATE MUONG 

PHINE AREA PROBABLY WERE TRANSFERRED TO OTHER PRISONS. 
(TOCS-314/O8361-7O) 

'1j}u'fi cor.r.ENT. THIS REPORT UPDATES ••• ,/ISSUED .:t> 
IN AUGUSl. tHE LIMITATI.ONS Of THE TECHNIQUES USED IN 

COf'IPIL1 NC:: nus REPORT ARE DIS CUSSED IN THE FINAL PARAGRAPH./ 

2. POW CAMPS IN CONTESTED AREAS FREQUENTLY CHANGE THEIR 

LOCATlONS TO INSURE BETTER SECURITY, ESPECIALLY FOLLOWING 

SUCCESSFUL PRISONER ESCAPES. THE ENEMY STRESSES POLJTlCAL 

I~'DOCTRUIATlON OF INDIGENOUS POWS, AND THOSE PRISONERS WHO 

SHOW FAVOR ABLE PR OGRESS f>FTEN ARE l NT ER GRATED · INTO REAR SERVICE 

UNITS OR OTHER SUPPORJ FACILITIES. MANY OF THESE PRISONERS 

.lF.E RELEJ1SED TO THEIR HOME VILLAGES IF THEY PROl'lISE NOT TO 

SUPPORT THE ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT /RLG/. 

3. AMERICAN POWS. UNTIL RECENTLY THE BAN NAKAY NEUA 

/VH 1956/ PR ISON COl'iPLEX WAS THE ONLY PRISON FACILITY IN 

LAOS KNO\IN TO CONTAIN AMERICAN POWS. MlERICANS CAPTURED IN 
.· ,• 

NOR! HERN LAOS WERE ESCORTED l O THIS FACILITY, WHERE ! _HEY ._WERE 
. . ... .. 

DETAINED ON A SEMI-PER~ANE~T ~ASis. · · REtENT iEPORTINa iNDJriAiEi, 

HOWEVER, THAT ALL FOREIGN Paws INCLUDING THE AMERICANS HELD IN 

::IO - 0 

000136 
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) 0 J 
) ..._,, 

IN 21&91tj 

roes -314/12572-70 

I 
PAGE 3 DflO PAGES 

• 
l•l&a,Cllc•t<-J (dUH"' COftlrola} 

.. - - -· .. . . .. ·--· 

IHIS REGION MAY HAVE BEEN MOVED TO AN UNDlSCLOStD l.OCAT I ON 

NORTH OF BAN NAKAY NEUA • AMERICANS CAPTURED IN THE LAO 

PANHANDLE ARE NOT BELIEVED TO BE PERMANENTLY DETAINED IN LAOS, 

BUT R AI HER ARE ESCORTED THROUGH THE I NF IL T~ATI ON CORRI DOR TO 

NORTH VIETNAM. AMERICAN POWS ARE BELIEVED ro RECEIVE BEITER 

JREAIMEN! THAN JHAJ PROVIDED TO TH~ ·INDEGENOUS PRISONERS. 

4. AS Of 25 NOVEMBER ENEMY PRISON FACILITIES WERE CONFIRMED 

BY GROUND SOURCES AT THE LOCATIONS LISTED BELOW. DESCRIPTIONS 

Of THESE FACILITIES ARE BASED UPON THE BEST AVAILABLE 

INFORMATION. THE MOST RECENT DATE -Of CONFIRMATION IS GIVEN 

FOR E.t,CH FACILITY. 

A. PHONG SALY /TK 0102/ A LARGE PRISON, SURROUNDED BY 

A BAMBOO FENCE, APPEARS IO BE A PRISON FOR PATHET LAO /PL/ 

CR Hi! NALS AND POLI T I CAL PRl SONERS. ABOUT 400 RLG PR! SONERS 

ALLEGEDLY ~ERE RELEASED IN JULY 1968. /MAY 1970/ 

:a. MUONG S1 NG /QD 2344/ A DlSTRICT PRISON FOR PL 

CRIMI :-JALS AND POUT I CAL PRISONERS. / APR 1970/ 

.:. NA~J THA /QD 5019/ . POSSIBLY !WO PRISONS. ONE FOR 

PL CRIMINALS AND POL1TICAL PRISONERS, AND ONE FOR POWS. 

/ NAR 1.9 70/ 

.I 

-
• .._-...,.•-•1,~.,........--~-----..-.... - ......... or==-...;.---....... ---

: .: _ ... . :. . . . . · ~~:----:-~ • -
---cc- .. · ,· . -. ~ 

. . :· -
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) 

TDCS -ll~/12S72-7D 

PAGE It Of 10 PAGES 

I 
• 

D. BAN NAM IHOUNG /QD 5320/ A SMALL PRISON, POSSIBLY A 

LOCAL JAIL, CONTAINING 1~-28 PRISONERS. PRISONERS AR£ 

ESCORl'ED TO WORK Al BAN THONG OM /QD 5122/ TO HUSK RICE. 

/OCT 1978/ 

E. QD 64~5 /CHINA/ A U~lDENtlrlED /~/1/ PRI~ON. /AUG 1969/ 

/ FIELD comJ~NT ~ THIS AREA APPEARS TO BE 1 NHABlTED BY LAO 

EIHNlC GROUPS. THERE ALSO IS A LAO HOSPITAL AID STORAGE 

FAClLIYY AT TH£ SAME LOCAllOH./ 

f. 801EN£ /QD 7744/ A SPJALL LOCAL PRISON POSSIBLY 

CONTROLLED 13Y KHAMMOUANE NEUTRALISTS. A PRssau BUILT SY CHINESE 
. . 

~ORCES ALSD HAS BEEN REPORTED HIRE. /APR 1979/ 

G. NAlt NOA /TJ 1034/ A U/1 .PRISON. /MAY 1969./ 

H. HOUAY CHIK /TJ 6345/ A PRISON REPORTED TO CONTAIN 

&OUT 70 MILITARY AND CIVIL PRISONERS. /MAR 1978/ 

1. HOUAY KANG /TJ 7~~1/ A PRISON COMPLEX. SEVERAL 

UNDRED RLG TROOPS CAPTURED AT NAM BAC /TH 358~/ IN JANUARY 

>68 WERE INCARCERATED IN THIS COMPLEX. MOST OF· THESE 

:RSONNEL HAVE BEEN REl.EASED INTO REAR SERVICE uuns, INTEGRATED 
.. "' . . . 

TO COMMUNIST TACTICAL .UNITS, OR HAVE ESCAPED. /OCT 1969/ 

J. VJ JJ01 A U/1 PRISON. /FEB 1969/ 

. . 

000138 
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1DCS -31~/12572-70 
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~. MUONG SAI /RC 1190/ A PRISON FOR CIVILIANS AS WELL 

AS POWS AND POLITICAL PRISONERS. /APR 1970/ 

L • . RC 0788 VI Cl NllY /MUONG SAI / A 1\il O PR l SONS IN THE 

Jl'11"1EDIAT'E. ARE.A, OllE FOR POLITICAL ff1SONERS AND Tli.E OIHER FOR 

POWS, 100-200 PRISONERS GUARDED BY ' 40-60 PL. /JUL 1970/ 

l'i. NAM BAC /lH ~886 -Vl CINI1Y / A POLI! I CAL l NDOC!Rl NATI ON 

CEHT'EF: FOR POWS AND POLITICAL PRISONERS. /JUN 1970/ 

tt. MUONG NGOI /lH 5891 VICINITY/ A THREE PRISONS IN THE 

MUONG NGOI AREA CONTAINING CIVILIANS, POWS AND POLITICAL · 

PRISOUERS AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS /SEP 1970/ -

/l/ PHA KAO CAVE /IH 5990/ 

/2/ PHA PERNG CAVE /TH 62~1 VICINITY/ 

/3/ TH 65 91 

,j. SAM NEUA /VH El57 VICINITY/ A POLITICAL PRISON FOR 

l.AO. AS OF DECEMBER 1969 ONLY NON-LAO PRISONER REPORTED WAS 

A TnAl PO~. /DEC 1969/ 

?. SAN NAXAY HEUA /VH 1956/ A PRISON COMPLEX. /NOV 1970/ 

/1/ £A~ NAKAY NEUA - MAJOR ENEMY PRISON. AS ~ANY 

AS 20 AMERICAN POWS HAVE BEEN REPORTED Al !HIS LOCATIO!I. 

UNCOr~F lRMED REPORT I NG AS Of 20 OCT OBER INDICATES ALL Paws, 

I 
- · 

000139 
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) 

., 

JIN 

TDCS-314/12572-70 

PAGE 6 OF 10 PAGES 

A~~RlCANS, THAISP LAO AND MEO, MAY HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED TO 

AW U~K~OWN LOCATION NORTH OF BAN NAKAY NELIA. /OCT 1970/ 
. . 

/2/ HANG LONG /VH 1362/ A ~RISON IN CAVE, AMERICAN, 

THAI AND LAO PRISONERS. RECENT UNCONFIRMED REPORTING INDIC~TES 

ALL POWS MAY.HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED PRIOR _ TO MID-AUGUST TO AN 

UNKNOijK LOCAllON NORTH OF BAN KAKAY NEUA. /NOV 1970/ 

Q. BAN CHAMUN /UG 7949 VICINITY/ - PRISON, POSSIBLY 

CO~TROLLED BY DEUANIST NEUTRALISTS. /FEB 1970/ 

R. • NAM KlAN /UG '9051/ A LARGE PRISON FACILITY REPORTED 

TO HAVE BEEN ·BUILT IN SPTEM6ER 1969 BY PRISONERS WHO WERE 

MOVED FROM KHANG ' XHAY · /UG 17.58/. / JAN 1970/ 

S. NOIJG HET /UG 9555/ A LARGE PL PRISON Al ONE TIME ~-.: •. - -~· 

.. 

COlffAH1ED OVER 300 PROSONERS, MAl-iY OF l.'HOM WERE .TRANSFERRED FROl'l THE 

PLAI~E DES JARRES DURING SEPTE~BER 1969. MANY OF THE 

POll.'S HELD HERE HAVE SEEN RELEASED I t,T C LABORER ANO COOLIE 

GROUPS. I AUG 1970/ 

T. KHA~ KEUT /VF 7616 VICINITY/~ ?~ISON COMPLEX 

LOCATED IN SEVERAL CAVES IN XHA~ KEUT ~REA CONTA~~~ BOTH 

CIVILIAN PRISONERS AND POWS. /JUN· 1970/ 

V. BAN THA VENG /VF 9616/ A PRISON fAClLITY, POSSIBLY 

I 
Q 0 

. .. ----· .. , . . 
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) V 

lDCS-31~/1257~-70 

PAGE 7 Of 10 PAGES 

ASSOCIATED WITH THE BOAIKHA~ SA! PROVINCIAL HEADQUARTERS. 

/JUN 1970/ 

v. VF 9926 A PRISON FACILITY, POSSIBLY ASSOCIATED WITH 

PRISON Al BAN NAPE /WE 0823/. /JUL 1970/ 

w. NAM OM /WF 0429 VlClNllY/ A POLITICAL PRISON, 1i-20 

PRISONERS. /JUL 1970/ 

X. BAN NAPE /WF 0823/ A A PRISON POSSIBLY CONTAINING 

BOTH CIVILIANS AND POWS. /SEP 1970/ 

Y. MAHAXAY /WE 2224/ A U/1 PRISON. /NOV 1~69/ 

Z. WE 26J9 AU/I PRISON GUARDED BY ONE GUERRILLA 

CG~PAHY. /JUL 1969/ 

AA. PHA LABO CAVE /WE 4301/ AU/I PRISON. /MAY 1969/ 

BE,. BAN /JADE~E/BAN NATHAN - l<HAMNOUANE PROVINCIAL 

PRISO~ COMPLEX, CONSISTING OF THREE SEPARATE PRISONS IN KARST 

CAVES OVER 100 LAO, BOTH CIVILIANS AND POWS, ARE BEIHG 

DE:Tt,.11.ET, IN THIS COMPLEX. i,O AMERICANS OR OTHER FOR£.1Gfl 

NATIOKALS ARE CURRENTLY BEING HELD, HOWEVER, IN MAY 1965 AND 

MARCH ~968 rwo AriERlCAN PILOTS WERE REPORTED PASSING THROUGH 

THE ~REA, PROBABLY ON THE WAY TO THE PRISOU AT BAN THAPAC 

MONE /\;E 88~5/. THE THREE PRISot,s ARE AT THE FOLLOWING 

J: / 

- ... : .. -----... - -- -- -
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,,_._ .. 
~ 
:::.'- -.•,., ·.· _, 

) J IN 

roes -314/12572- 70 

PAGE 8 Of ·lO PAGES .. I 
• 

l.OCAilO~S /AUG 1970/ A 

If/ BAN NADENE ./WE 4~~~/ A PRISON IN A KARST CAVE, 
: .. . v,, . , . 

50-80 PRISONERS. AMERICANS REPO_RTED PASSING nurnus}t. IN MAY 1965 
I I• • • • I 

AND l"iARCH '1968. /JUN 1970(. 
~ :. :· ... .. 

/2/ BAI'\ .NATI{Ali /WE 40~2/ A PRISON IN CAVE, 5.e-90 

POWS. NO "AM~R-I tiAMS • OR TH~:is· "iN THE • ~REA. • >juti l 97 0/ 

/3/ WE 4232 A PRISON FACILITY RAIDED IN 1967 8Y RLG 

FORCES, REPORTED IN AUGUST 1970 TO BE BACK IN USE. IAPG 1970/ 

CC. BAN ·THAPAC MONE /WE 6805/ A POW CAMP IN A KARST 

CAVE. AT Or.E TIME THIS PRISON HELD J0 FOREIGN POWS 

I~CLUDl~G AMERICANS, THAIS AND FILIPINOS. INFORMATION DATED 

2 6 JULY 196$1 I l~Dl CAT ED NO AMER I CANS WERE THEN BEING HELD AT 

THIS LOCATION. A REPORT DATED 25 MAY 1970 INDICATED THE ·PRISON 

MAY HA\1£ BEEN ABANDONED FOR THREE-FOUR MONTHS. /t'1AY 1970/ 

DD. WO 7884 A U/l PRISON IN A CAVE. /~AR 1970/ 

EE. WO 8188 A PRISON CONTAINING BOTH POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Al,i) POhiS. NO FOREIGN PRISONERS REPORT~D. /AUG 1970/ 

f l? . WD 6282 ."VlCINITY - PRISON CONTAINING ABOUT 60 Paws. 

/MAY 1'~69/ 

G13. wD 8582 A LOCAL PRISON Hi A CAVE. /MAR 1969/ 

... ··--
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) u ) 
IN 

TDCS -31~/12572-70 

PAGE 9 OF 10 PAGES 

- I 
• (dl,ucM eonln>&.J 

HU. XO 0638 VIClNlTY - PL PRISON WITH CIVILIAN AND 

tiilLIIAft'X'.. PRISONERS REPORTED. /JUL 197~/ 

• ik. MUONG ARNG KHAM /XO 1975/ A POLITl~AL PRISON 

POSSlBLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE SOUTH LAOS TACTICAL REGION 

HEADQUARTERS. /AUG 1910/ 

J.J. XD 2179 VlCll'flTY - PRISON WIIH 30-.70 POWS. /SEP 
, .. ; 

K K. BAN ANG KHAM /XO 3047/ A POW CAl'lP. /AUG 1910/ 

LL. XD 3244 A POW CAMP. /JUN 1969/ 

l'iiq. XD 3650 . A POW CAr1P.. /FEB 1969/ .:. : 

1S69/ 

NN. -XD 3457 · A POW CAMP., FOUR AMERICANS ESCORTt:D THROUGH 

THE AREA IN JUNE 1968. /JUN 1969/ 

. : ... 

CO. MUONG NONG IXD ~~10 VICINITY/ A PRISON REPORTED IO 

CONTAIN EIGHT-TEN AMERICA~§ - bURING APRIL AND MAY 1970. /MAY 197~/ 

PP. XC 16e.6 A PO~ CA~P CONTAINING ONLY LAb ~RISONERS. 

/ JUL 1 ~70/ • 

~Q. XC 7188 A SUSPECTEb PRISON. /SEP 1970/ 

r:R. xa 84 e,5 A' PO~ ·CAMP. / JUL 1969/ 

SS. XB 8832 VlCI~ITY - PRISON FACILITY CONTAINING ONLY 

LAO ?FlISONERS. /OCT 1970/ 

( 5. FIELD COi';i'iENT . 

" • . 

.l -
000143 
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J 

·- I 
• 

A. PHONG SALY PROVINCE 

B., NORTHERN LUMJG PRABANG PROVINCE 

C. HOUA PHAN PROVINCE 

D.. NORTHEASTERN XlEHG KiiOUANG PROVINCE 

E. EASTERN KHAM~OUANE PROVINCE 

F. EASTERN SAVANNAKHEI PROVINCE 

G. £ASTERN SARAVANE PROVINCE 

H. £ASTERN ATTOPEU PROVINCE. 

J IN 216941 

TOCS-314/12572-70 

PACE 10 Of 10 PAGES 

ADDITIONAL ENEMY PRISON fAClL1T1£S -fR0BABLY WERE LOCATED IN IHES~ 

ARi:AS, BUT AVAILABLE INFORMATION DOES i-cOT l'IEET THE CiUTERlA. FOR 

L 1ST I i,G 1 il THIS REPORT. ) 

6. FIELD DISSEM - STATE ARMY AIR USAID USMACV JPRC 

7IH AIR FORCE TFA/NXP ~INCPAC ARPAC PACAF PACFLT ./ALSC SENT 

. . ,. 
..., 0 
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Case 1 :04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-22 Filed 06/04/08 Page 1 of 9 

iii 
RK I'(,_; voe~ 

·-· : · . - . 

Transmittal of CJa~sjfied Informatjon 
to DIA 

1 . ~reposes to tran5ii:i t the foll o,,ing 
tion to ~ the DIA rnemher of the Inter2gency 
of 1\°ar Intelligence Committee: 

. r 1n.1.orma-
Prisoner 

TO 

DIA/Dl-6C 

CLASSl Fl CATI O~ 1TH: 

Memo ra ndum, from CLO. lilerr.ber 
IPWJC to DIA rn ~Dber, S May 
1972, sub.: D0i,;ngr2ding of 
extracts from CIA Film Z-6065. 
Attachraents: three masked 
extracts from Z-6065, approv ed 
for downgrading; three unmasked 
prints, Confidential, from other 
sources. 

2. ~pproval to downgrade the three masked extracts from 
Z-6065 was obtained on S May 1972 from F 

his approval is indicated by a certificate Hrl 
on internal copies of the attached memoran dum to DIA member 
I Ph'I C. 

3 . . It is recor.-u11 ended that-transmit the i tern clescr .i bed 
in parag:raph one to DIA/DI - 6C as c; ,. 

in paragraph .:, is approved: 

F; 

; i 
-. -

.. lf/a-e·x·H-IB_I_T_ 

~~-::.~,-:-~~;_:~ -~~ . 
. . . - . - • . 

"' 
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I r-a: REPROD~CED A! THE NATlOK.:i.L ARCHIVES .. , t:.X. 1u~s_ 

INFORMATION ON THE INTERAGENCY PRISONER OF WAR 
• INTELLIGENCE AD HOC COMMITTEE 

. 
1. Name of Committee: Interagency Prisoner of !,ar 

Xntelligence Ad Hoc Committee (IPWl:C) 

2. Meet1ngs held sine~ 1 January 1973: 9 

3. Ex~nt to which the Recommendations of the Committee 
have been adopted: Not applicable. See IS below. 

4. Reason why the Committee work cannot be accomplished 
within the Dot>: CIA is the only non-DoD member to 
IPWIC CIA's presence and participation on IPWIC 
are required. 

S. Justification for continuing the Committee: 

000153 

IPWIC is the only intelligence comlllittee re
sponsible for matters relating to missing and 
unaccounted for American personnel in Southeast Asia. 
It provides a working-level forum for a detailed 
discussion and coordination of intelligence matters 
pertaining to unaccounted for American personnel. 
The official members of the Committee are the 
Services (intelligence and casualty offices), CIA, 
and DIA. Observers from the Department of State 
and OASD(ISA) do attend IPWIC meetings, although 
they are not members. 

With the completion of Operation Homecoming, 
the IPWic· members and observers agreed that meetings 
could be on an as-needed basis since DIA, as Chairman, 
keeps the members and observers abreast of all in
telligence developments affecting their respectiv~ 
missing personnel or their areas of interest. -~ 

Currently there are about 950 Americans un
accounted for and about 1500 Americans listed as 
killed in action (bodies not recovered). Until the 
other side provides an accounting of these personnel, 
intelligence assets will remain the primary sources 
of information o~ the fate of these personnel. 

At the 15 November 1974 meeting, the members 
and State Depari;men-t;.. observ:~r. w.ere asked: t~~_ir .• 
opinion whether the committee's activities should 
continued. The ·members and State observer stat 
unanimously that IPWIC should be continued. EXHIBIT 

I ~£;" b 

l . 
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Mr. J. William Codinha · 
Chief .. Counsel _ 

~aLJD!CIS 

Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs 
United ·States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mr. Codinha: 

. - ·· - --· -~- · ... - ·-

4 December 
- , _. 

Your letter of 18 November requested a copy of a 
coWlterintelligence paper entitled "North Viet-Nam: The 

·Responsibilities of the·Democratic Republic of Vietna.Jll 
Intelligence and Security Services in the Exploitation 
of American Prisoners of War.• The paper to whicn you 
refer.was written in 1975 by a counterintelligence officer 
working on Vietnam operations for the CI Staff. A copy 
of the paper is enclosed . 

. After reviewing the -document for release to the 
_Committee, the Counterintelligence Center (CIC), the 
successor organization to the CI Staff, appended a 
memorandum commenting on and correcting some of the 
statements made in the paper of 1975; CIC's memorandum 
is likewise enclosed. If it wou.ld assist the Committee"s 
work and understanding, Agency officers who are knowledge
aple on these issues are available to expand on the paper 
and the appended memorandum. 

Please let me know if I can be of further assistance. 

fllDE . _OF ~~'ir!: SilfaCYRITY 
JMENT CONTROL NUMBER • ossY~- 53# 

Sincerely, 

D~ consist; of 65 Pag~~ 
Copy . • I ·of __ - ___ ·_ 

~ L .a.-~P'-
John L. Breckenridge . 11-11111!!!1!~~---. 
Director for Senate Affairs EXHIBIT Deputy 

. Enclosures 
\ ·•· . . 

" 

_ ,. : . 

0 Do'tt(Ilgrade. ;to ' UNCLASSIFIED 
~~: -:.-~~.:..._~"'1! /,~e~.: $epar~ ted From Enclosures 
:· •· "a · ~_:-··: ;.:J ~? ~! -,·· . . . . • . 

APPRO!(D FOR-R~l~SE 
000IA 

. ... . : (. . .. 

·• · . . : . 
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I. 
} 

... , •. • .. •,"'· 
-~. . • i ..... 

: .. :" . COf(CliilR 
·lf13/J>~-6 

cc-2a 2 6 NOV 1974 - ,. 

- ~literageney coann_t ~1:eea (O') . 

Jte£eren.ce I 

-. 
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1 B1iclosare . 
• iP.foz:ma.1:,tcm··on 
%PRC (C) 

.... '• 

... . 
. .... ~ .... 

"""'"'~ ~ · ...... COLONEL, U.P·(.!=. . . .. 
CHIEF. smrn :::::..: .. r:T l,SIA DIVIS!O~ 

... •. -~-!':·'·• :·~- :. ;.• 
t-+---....... ~ 

/Jr,./ 

I I 

•. 

~ • l 
• i 

-t------f. ·, 
-----,.,j 

. '] 
I 

I ... ..,,.R~l!TU=R~N ..,,..,O~R~F1~. ~t.,~NG~TO=-,--- ! 
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REPRODL'CED Ar Hi: ~:,,T : 0.,\1. A;\ CHl \"!::s ,,. 

· \:{¥-ltit;_;.il_;: 
:. · " ': ' . -· ... · ... 
. :•: •. ) :::_\i:(~ 

:.· . ' . ! .• •: '• 

Jr" .:_. .}'f:r."' ·- - _ / : .-_ ... _. . /2519 ~/cJb{:~3._.~~tJ{ci~~;J' __ _- <~: _ : .-._..;; .. / -·_ ·f ) ::~f • 

• • COORD : 
DI- 6A -

.:DI- -6 --
... .:._--- .. DI -

_; 
.D 
.D 
3 e 

. . . . . . : ......... -.. :. -~·· .. 
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. ..,'l~~f i~:1~v> "f <::'k 
~ -Yi!~INTERA°CE:NCY ,l>I\ISONER:OF WAR.·-INTE 

_f[.;j~::;,:,. -~ ·- (ll'WlC)
0 

MINUTES "OF. MEETINO,'~l81SEP.I'EMBER<;l<J1°0 
:.~:Y~ .-:::•nooM·1ozo, B BUlLDrNC, ·AR°LrNC

0

TON°R..<i."L',STATION; i09~i,:T1 

·:··<:--:·_:·-::·: : ~ .. . :·_ .·-- ; .. ~ ~ - "-·· : "'. f~\~~~:·.·J~~t~-. :~.·-.:~?\~ 
1-;-----Th e-! ollow ln g-DIA r CIA◄nd...Ser.vic e i re Pl:.0.'-t nt,,,t! ve,01~·-'-w'-'e":r,_- e:.·•_.· :::r=e.=.:::::~::::::...:.:i:2 

.... \ . • • ::: :.. • : :: • ~: -~ '·:,-/::· --;:: " .. •"';: 

'P',;;...'--..:...-:-~•..:::...":...·.:..· ~CAPT J. s .. h' .. rrl• • ' DIA • • •·· Ch•lrman 
r~t~; .•.. , ··., _., ... CDR' J : c. Bruc·e DL', · -: • •. _:· .~{A-~7c)< ;. 

~.!.:.!,'.'.:._. ·._ ' _._;. · .· .. · . ;_.,·: / :. _~r_._·. J • ..,T~:rbrlch; • DIA · ' • • !, (.hP<IC) • • ··:•. _ 

IH ~~ · • 'T"•I.; • : ; :.~ -~ .. :~•,: ,,:• ~••;.¼f.l~• rr-: 
':j;,,"-6'-· .,·,. •• .··:,, : Mr. E. C. Whea.t • USN . (NICt3s)::'-:·. ti .. ' ;,·;_: 

• ·.::._;;·,.:{ . :;° •. ::· Cl!,pt C. _E ; . Red17>an • USAF . • ;•' :.: (AFNIN) •• •: .,•-':~ 
l '!\'S"!:f·.;.;,:·· - -~ ~ 00L'tColD': . F . · Lands · USAF • • ' (OSIISJ • •• ., ·; , ; , ~ 
• '4 ,-:,if.: · ; ~~--.--: '·· MajJ. L. Huvell USAF .-··-: ·•, .-.,~;(OSit.S)· . :_._: ••• :;;pt~ 

.-.•.,:;\:: • • 0r :f ::· . :·' .. M&j o·. M. Jackaon ., •. u ... J:"IDPECr! ·:::!!:~~ 
- i·::_· .. , -.-· · ~•J J".· E. _Sho_u~or ·.USA ·--_-· • '?!,;~: 

~- - Capt B. ·R , . Crelecn ·u ·· ··.:.-_. '.< 
....... " . ·- . . . . : •.-·.· . . 

f,1; _~/? ! • • ' · .. ~rty !or~~~ ~~b;,rts!~~;:,r,&nd ,event other x-e ·::;\:!£:.·· 
:. '" " :. returned to the Unlted St.,tcs on 16. September' 1970 fro,..; -11:'S .''.'i 

prisoners . • In the: proceu of clearing cuato'm•. at the-John :F'? Kennedy • ·.:-
International Airport, Mr . Scheer l'eportcdly would ,:,ot ' con!o_rm _to C\!ltom -

•• re'gulationS' and open all hi• l uggage for inspection. Ae a . reault, ·custom• 
liiillillli'-..:...-,-___ • ._!&!;U!!;th!,!!.!O~·r:2!~t~i•• impounded tha

0
t part of hts luggage that WU not rn,pected, and 

thia. Included the 3 79 letters :·- - -:- • 

The Chal,ma n stated that it~• hie underatandil)g .that cu1tom1 officials 
were hopeful of rele:.slng the impounded lugpge in the ve,:y nc.,r !ut\lre. . 
Apparently, the luz g.,ge is. Just s itt ing it ~he Air port !or Mr.· Scheer "to cl1>lm 
it a.nd ·to c le:z.r it thro u1h appropriate channele . • 

. l . • The Chai rm.11n ata.ted thu several wlvea have rece,ved letfei'T'from 
o.c'ir husbands wi th in. the pa,t two day, . In the for= r dlng·co~rctpondence· 
11rep;ircd 'oy the· Commit tee of Li .,iaon, the ,;ext-of-k.in were told that 14) 

~-------~~..,,..__¥• recentl ris on crs in North v·ctnam. The 
!~xwa.rding correspondence was d&ted 14 September, and ho enve ope was · : 
postmarked the next day, 15 September. The AFNIN. and~SN repreeent;,tlvcs · 

·ooo I s8 

• confirmed that the letters rece ived to date Indicate that this batch of 143 • 
l etters la not a part oC the l4Ul4) letter~ brought int o Canada. by Mr•. Jerry 
Rubin (Sec 19 .]'.un~ 1970 lPWIC Minutes , pan.graph 4). • • • 

! . • • 

Cy __ • _ _ of ___ -Cys 

S·l/ H / AP-7 
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1 

2 

3 

4· 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

it;• .. ~::"Cir:~---·. ' ., ----· / ~- -···· .. ,. .. . . ••. 

COMHrrl'BB COHPit)IDITIAL 

DBPOSITIOH OP RICHARD V. ALI.BR 

TUeodAy, JUD.e 23, 1992 

u.s. seisate 

select CClllllittee on POlf/Nl:A 

At'f&irs 

Wa•hington, D.c. 

11 Deposition of RICHARD v. ALLBN, a vitae•• herein, 

12 called for examination by coWU1el tor the Sea&te Select 

13 Calllllittee OD POW/MIA Affain, ... convened at 2:04 p.111., in 

14 9•407, The capitol, on Tuesday, JUIMI 23, 1992, tb■ vita••• 

15 bl!iag duly svom by ANNB P. KOROWX'l'Z, a Notary Public ia and 

16 for the Diatrict of Columbia, and tbe pnx:eeding• having baen 

17 taken dOWD by Stencmaak by ANNB P. UOROMrl'Z and tramicribed 

18 Wtder ber direction. 

19 

20 Preseat from tb■ Sanate Select COG'lllittee Oil POW/MIA Mfaini: 

21 J, WILLIAM CODZNHA, BSQ., Chief Coumel 

22 RODBRT TAYLOR, Investigator 

23 

24 

25 

ALDBRSON RBPOJlTING COMPAKr, I:HC. 
1111 POUll'l'BD'l'R STRBBT, Jf.W. 

:../; 

S01TB 400 
WM!IING'l'Off, D,C. 20005 

(202)289•2260 
(800) POR DBIO 

J 

EXHIBIT 

j '37 

.. 
: 
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1 

2 

COJl'TBNTS 

2 THB WITNBSS BDNINATIOJI' BY commm, IOR 

3 RICHARD V. ALLEN 

4 By Mr. Codiaba 

TIIB SBLBC'l' CCNII'rl'BB ON IOW/IIIA AFDIRS 

3 

5 

6 BXHIBITS 

7 ALLIR &IHIBIT RO. 

8 1 

9 2 

10 3 

11 4 

12 

13 

14 

1S 

l.6 

17 

18 

1, 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2S 
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36 

1 aev intelligence charter that vaa created lo the early .mootha 

2 of tho Reagan adllliniatratioa, for which I had the 

3 responaibility of coordinating and shepherdicg, but I couldD't 

4 obviously attend the working group meetinga. So Gregf a11d 

s whoever alae •· Gregg and my secretary calla it tho geeser 

6 gap • • Ken de Graffenreid. De Graffenreid worked under Gregg 

7 aDd de Graffenreid wae a political appointee frm cur •id■. 

8 Q. In ternm of intelligence, vhat written intelligance 

9 sumnaries did the President receive OD a daily l>&aia? Did he 

10 get a daily intelligence briefing by the CIA? 

11 A. Well what is called thePl>B, the President' ■ Daily 

12 Brief. Thi■ is tho instrument that Bill ca.ey and I •baped to 

13 fit the aeed!I. Of course, the President vill alway■ get a 

14 daily brief of some kind. lfe called it the PDB and gave it 

1s acme nev architecture for-· to 11uit the vay the Pruidemt 

16 liked to read things. 

17 Casey and I, Richard Kerr, Ric:bard Lebam of the 

18 CIA, vorlced hard oD puttiug that document lnto more ua•able 

19 form. carter had - - Pre■ident Carter had wanted to eonaume 

20 lot• of miautiae and detail; va made it more thematic bUt 

21 still quite ample. So t.be President would receive that evei:y 

22 day. 

23 That would be briefed to me early iD the morning, 

24 aboUt 6:30, at the White Houae. ADd the11 I would pz:epare for 

25 my 9:00 meeting with the Preaident. after having bad a •mior 

ALDERSON REPOKTDG COIG'ARY, IHC. 
1111 FOURTBBNTR STRBBT, N. If. 
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1 starr llllleting. And it anythicg vere relevant at that time, I 

2 would bring it up at the senior atafr aieeting, than a wider 

J staff meeting, and then my meeting with the President. 

4 so 0th.era received copies of the PBD aa 'lfell, Meese 

S and Baker, because they vere lllembera ot the National security 

6 Council as well. And I guess that's about it. I took it to 

7 the President, the P~esident would read it, I would uzually 

8 bring it baCK. 

9 That was che tonnal stxucture. During the periods 

10 of cilne •• the time the President vas incapacitated, I think 

11 it wa ■ sent over to him or I took it over to him at the 

12 ho•pital or at the re11idence . And in rffY ab■ ence, •~Y 

13 el11e would take it to him and brief. In addition, he received 

U whatever else I thought vas necessary. There -re frequent 

15 DIA contributio1111 tMt I thought particularly meritorious, and 

16 he vould get those. 

17 So the Pre11ident received a cONttant flo,,,. Also tor 

18 hi■ wee~end re&ding tile, which I started, a practice which I 

19 aearted •· actually, I guess I resumed, because President 

20 Nixon .liked to have a V8ekead reading Ule. I loadad it up 

21 'lfith lot ■ ot reporu, ■ oaie of th.em specia.lly generatad, that I 

22 wou.ld have generated trCII\ the intelligence c~ty expressly 

23 tor hia reading. 

24 o. Going bac:Jt for a 1110C11ent to the PDB, the Pre■idant • • 

25 Daily Briefings, how long- · how aa1ch written inaterial vould 

ALDERSON RBPORTIOO COMPANY . INC. 
1111 1'001.TBBH'l'B STRBBT, N. 'M. 
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1 be !JiY8D to h:Lm? 

2 A. 10 or 12 pagea. 

3 Q. 10 or 12. 

4 A. With photogn.phe and •pe. ADd thD •e,arata mapa 

5 aad illuetratiODII and briofillga ae DOCHNEJ'. 1 algbt .. ,. 

6 also tut frcm time to time tbore •re video prueatatiou 

7 tut 1 arrus11ad for the Presidaat on a ve1:y •· YeEJ' '¥9EJ' 

a souitive data. 

!I Q. With respect to tba 10 or 12 page briefing tbat you 

10 wore briefed oa at 6:JO la tbe morning, wbO would brief you? 

11 A. Dick•• Ricllal:d Kerr, who raceat:ly deparl:ed IXX:J:. 

12 Q. And bow long would t:bat briefing WNally last:? 

13 A. It could bo 5 miautea, it could be 15. It •• 

14 efficieat •· u officieat proce■s. 

1s Q. na would you act:wally raviov all of tbo pages that 

16 the Preeidallt wa going to aea at 9: 00? 

17 A. Yu. 

18 Q. And then )'OIi Mid the aext: thing tbat waald happen 

19 la you'd have a suior ataff meeting. 

20 A. I'd go to a senior ataff -.ting, rigbt. 

21 Q. AD4 how lOll!J did tbat meeting lUt'I 

22 A. About 30 admit••· 30 to 40 millutaa, perbapa. 

23 Q, lfaa the PD8 diacuaaed at tbe aaaior ataff lllletiag. 

24 A. No, tbey dida• t have tbe need to Jmav. It wa 

25 CCIIIMl:rtmeDtalized. 
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1. Q. llbat waa the seaior staff meeting? Nbat did tbat 

2 deal vith? 

3 A. Bve:r:ycbi119 of the day. Tile entire agenda for the 

4 day, the week, the IIIOllth, what vaa ccming up. It c:onai•ted of 

5 about 12 of the aaaiacanta to tbe Preaidellt, I thillk we bad 1.0 

6 or 11. or 1.2. All of ch- plu■ some deputies and pn•• people. 

7 o. You l&id tbe Dec thi119 tbat vould bappell VOUld be a 

a wider •taff meeting after the aeDior staff meeting. 

9 A. Generally Meese and Martin Anderson, the dmlleatlc 

10 advisor, and l would get together on policy aatten, U I 

11 didn't hold• ate.ff meeting of my own before goiag to••• the 

12 President. 

13 Q. And did this happen on a daily baaia? 

14 A. Yea. 

15 Q. Amt thea you Aid at t100 you would brief the 

16 Preaideat. 

17 A. Ullually, 9100, 9:1.5. 

18 Q. 1111d would that take place at the OV.l Office? 

19 A. It IIGUld. 

20 Q. And how lon9 did that IIIIMlting laet? 

21 A. It depended an the nudlar of jokea tbat the 

22 PraaideDt bad. It would begin fairlr promptly after •oaie few 

23 introductory remarks, aad would generally lut l5, ametimea 

24 lO, a0111Btimu 45 minutea or 1111 hour, depending oa the IIUbject 

25 raised. 
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1. Q. Did the Preeldent receive any eeparata operational 

2 daily or weekly int.elllgence reports from t.he CIA7 

3 A. I think frOIII tiJlle to time Bill C:.Hy ~t.ed al>d got 

4 private time wit.h the Preaident. I can't say whether tbo•e 

5 were report• or tho•e were other kind• of diecua•ione. 

6 Q. Would you review the 11111teriala that. Bill ca.ey would 

7 9how the Prealdent7 

8 A. Usually alwaye. Ke were very close frienda and had 

9 been for many many years, and there was•· I thi:nlt he bad no 

10 reason to keep anything from me, but I would not have "been 

11 of!ended had he done so. 

12 Q. You indicat.ed t.h.at this vaa private time. Does that 

13 mean th.at. you were not present. at those ineetings7 

14 A. Yea. And the Secretary of State also v&.nted private 

15 ti.De, but waa leas successful in getting it. 

16 Q. After a,swa.ing office, did Pruident R-gan aak for 

17 and receive intelligence briefings on the poa■ibility that 

18 live row•a were 9till in sout.heaat Aaia? 

19 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

He did. 

And when do yvu recall that happeniog? 

Well I' 11 have to get some help fra111 you in te:t"IIIS o! 

2;;: ti.Jlling, bec•u•e r can't exactly recall now. But this 

23 ~ically came, I thi:nlt, at my instigation. rou recall the 

24 name Bo Grit11. I• 111. trying to remember vhen Bo Grit11 became an 

2S is8Ue for ua. I think he had already been active in the years 

ALDBRSON RBPORTING CaG'ANY, :me. 
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1 of the carter adlninistration, but I'in not aure dolng exactly 

3 There was a great concern about Mr. Bo Gritz, 

4 probo.bly loc::ated in the State Department more than anyplace 

s elae, this concern. Maybe s0111e conce:i:n al■o in tho Depattaent 

6 of Defelllll• ebat Mr. Grit: vas a lone ranger, a awa•hbuckler, a 

7 daring do-type, vho eet out on mia~ion• tbat vere •• tbat 

e could cause trouble for the United States. 

9 AAd I recall having a discuosion with the Pr•ai&mt. 

10 I bad - • my OWD view on Mr. Gritz wu that • • t guess be 

11 doean•t lllind baing called Mioter. I• he still alive? 

12 

13 

Q. 

A. 

Oh, Bo Gritz ia atill alive. 

That Hr. Gritz • - telling the Preaident tl'l&t Mr. 

14 Gritz probably ought to be left alone, and I 1'&9D't going to 

15 do anything to interfer• with What Mr. Grits•• doing. 

16 Beeau■e it 11eemed to me that be wu doing a• 9ood a job a• 

17 anyo11e eJ.Be 1n and raving a look at tho exi•teaco of PON••. 

18 And he waa in southeaat Al!lia at that ti.ma and I 

19 rellllSllber that time being probably the aprin9, early apriag of 

20 1981, trying to assemble equipme11t, aad al■o back in this 

21 eOW1try trying to raiao lllOlloy for future foray• 1Dto Laos aD4 

22 VietQaD'I, And while I can't exactly reN!lber vho it wa• tha.t 

2J vaa doing most of the complaining abc,ut Gritz, it atruck 11111 a• 

24 bei119 something that vaa reasonable. If he waDted to go &bead 

25 an4 do that and i e vaa on hia own time, it vaa a11 right. vith 
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l me &Dd h• va■n't disturbing the border■ of any friendly 

2 COUDtry. 

3 And so I e,cplained that to tbe Pre1ident; at least I 

4 presented that to the President, shall I say. 

s (Discussion off the record,) 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 Q. 

MR. CODINHA: Why don• t ve ta.lte a 5 minute breaJc. 

(.Recess. l 

MR. CODINHA: Why don't ve reswne. 

BY HIL COOINHA: 

I believe when we broke I had asked • · tbe que■tion 

11 i had asked you vas at'ter assuming otfice, did Pre■ident 

12 Reagan aak !or and receive intelligence briefing■ on the 

13 po■aibility of live POW'a vho vere still in Southea■t Aaia. 

14 And you said yes he had. And I asked -when, and you ■aid you 

15 believed it vaa the spring of 1981 and tied it to Bo Grit%. 

16 A. Ye■ . At any rate, I thought that the■e events -were 

17 -worth reporting to the President, and we had aeveral 

18 di•cu11aiOJ1■ about the issue . At a.boUt the ■ame tillle a CIA 

19 photo interpreter va.■ brought to my office. No, a photo was 

20 brougbt to my otfice, 

21 And it va.s eJCplained to me that in thi■ photograpb, 

22 if I looked care!uJ.ly, I vould find stamped in the ground, in 

23 the gr-■, a quite distinct pattern of vh&t vaa called a rap 

24 code that tbe priaoner■ used in Vietn.ameae pri■on■. And ■o 

25 the photo inteqireter vas brought over and looked at this 
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1 photograph, and for tho lif11 of me I can• t reml!lllber whAt the 

2 numberS were, but it was something lik11 3162 or 5138 or 

3 whatever. 

4 And sure enough, with an overhead - • thill was an 

S overhead photograph • - there was what looked like the rap 

6 code. I don't Jmov, I've l!orgotten what it IMIIUlt or vbatever. 

7 But when explained to ine at the tiala, 11 years ago, it looJted 

e to me to be very significant. And so I took this up to the 

9 President ilAd I showed the President. I said now here•o 

10 the theory is th&t this photograph contains a picture of a 

11 prison cClll'll)OUnd arid that in the exercise yard the priaon•r• 

12 walked the pattern of the rap code. Have you heard this story 

ll before? 

14 o. Mot precisely thia way. 

15 A. Olcay, -11 anyway. thia 1• the way I remmit>er it. 

16 So this ,.. the rap code. And tbat, in ol!fect, said l'lelp from 

17 above or nere we are. Now no one wa11 ever 100 percent 

18 certain. flle que■tion -II what do ve do about it, and the 

19 propoeal -- either I stimulated or I accepted and encouraged a 

20 propoaal to send a tum in to have a look. I ,,,_t to the 

21 Preaideu.t and asked him what he thou9ht about it. lie didn't 

22 tuce S eeco.ad■ but to authorise that ■uch &a expedition be 

23 launched, and they went about uaembUng it. 

24 It oeemed to ma tb&t it took awfully long to get it 

25 IUll!embled, ari wibelievably lOD9' period of time to get it 
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1 assembled. I believe they 11aaem1>led in Northaa.t 'l'bailand. I 

2 believe they had to go through pu::-t of Lao■. We well:'e c;1ut of 

3 contact. r guess those were days before •e had adequate 

4 CCXIIIIWlicationa. Tbey c01.1ld not be in contact at all times, 

5 and they proceeded in. The President waa asking •- aaked 

& virtually every day, what about the progreaa of thia mi11•ic;1a, 

7 bac.auae he was quite excited about ita potential. 

a My recollection 111 that the group got into a Ure 

9 fight, I gue•• With the North Vietnamese. Either they had 

10 Montagaaz:da or Laotian• of•~ description, who were taking 

11 theai 1n. A couple of them were hit and thay had co briog them 

12 back. There were wounded and/or lcilled, I can't reieaiber 

13 which. 

14 And when - • they supposedly went back ag11in after 

15 having brought back the w0\lnded caeualtie11, and u I recall 

l& rewpplied and vent back again. It 1• rny recollection -- I 

17 don't think I dreamed thia, but it 1a my recollectiOD tbat 

18 they eventually got to the site, but they didn't get literally 

19 inside. But by the t1- they got to the Bite the Bite had 

20 been ~oned. Hhereu it bad noc been, definitely not been 

21 uninhabited at the time of the aighcing of what va• purported 

22 to be the rap code walked into the gra••. 

23 so I thought Chia -s an extraordinazy thiaig, AD4 

24 it'a -· the recollection has never left me. And I just 

25 wondered lf there might have not been another more eCficient 
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1 way to go a.bout gutting the te11m in there. It turned out 

2 there wa• not, and I gue■ a nothing el■e ever CIIJIIC or it. 

3 It would be interesting today to go back and to rind 

4 those photographs •· because the coordinates vere very 

5 preciae, you could find it down to a few aietere •• and go in 

6 and have a lo~k and ■ee vhat's there. With the que■tion •· 

7 the obvious question is -re they moved, were they harmed, if 

8 they were t .here . 

9 And l!'Ver aince - • that strengthened ..y belief in the 

10 pre■ence of POW• ■ &Jld MU's, rzry peraona.l belief. And also I 

11 think there vas a strong belief by the Viecnua groupa that I 

l:Z va■ meeting with relatively regularly at the tiJlle, or whenever 

13 they wanted to 111eet . And there'!! the POW/MIA type groups such 

14 •• the League ot Fa.milies lllld, as I recall there vaa also some 

15 diviaion • · I never quite understood the politics of the 

16 1110Vement, of the POW/MU mov-nt. There_. quite vicioua 

17 politics, I gather, th.ilt eventually developed. 

18 And I sort of lost touch with the isaue as I vent on 

19 to other things, but I never forgo the experiellCS. 

20 o. Let me examine s0111e of the thinga you b.ave aaid. 

21 Doe■ what you deacribed to me break out into tvo ■epa.rate 

22 are•s. the Bo Grit~ and the CIA analysis. Let's talk first 

23 about the CIA analyah. When do you recall that happening? 

24 A. I ca.n•t tell you exactly. But I•· sy recollection 

25 captures it at ■oaie t1- in the apring of 1981. 

ALDBRSON RBPORTI.NG CCMPMY, INC. 
1111 FOURTBENTH ST'JtllET, N.W. 

SDrrB 400 
WASHI?Ul'ON, D.C. 20005 

(20.tl.:189-2260 
(8001 FOil DBPO 

1 
... 

~ 

. 

I
· ... . 

-· . 
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Case 1:04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-38 Filed 06i04/08 Page fBC1W-B / 

PAC( C01 

TOT 1&it04l MAY 87 

•••••• ········-----·······------------ ----·-· ··-------------·······-------

re =,~~s •. =(PT OF STAT[. OJ•. WHIT( 1-0US[ SJTUATJCN CDOM. 
c: .. crr:c£ CF CJAA[NT OP(A1.r:0Ns. 

"•-:.-:. UCl11<ttv, #no n,,r 0JQ£CTOII. ~IT[ 1-UJS[ SJTUAJJON RCCIM: 
NU ( (XCLUSJV£ ,oa THt OH(craa. 1','5A I: 
STAT£ £ACLUSIVE 101 TH£ ASSJSTAHf SECRETAQ'I, INl: DIA 
[~CLUSIV[ FOR TH( OJRECTOa. DIA (OJA rs AU'n-CalZ[D TO PASS 
THfS :NFOAIUTICN TO THE JOJHT CASUALTY Q£50LUTJ0N ctM"EH IN 
8ANQco,,c ~ 8Al:8ERS POINT. HAWAII. FOR ~-S-OM.'IJ. 

CENTRAL INTELLJCuct I.G[NC'I 

01ST: •a au, 1987 

001: 

PO'tt/MIA: ALL£Co\Tl0N OIF I. SECR£T DOCUM[h'T THU 
M[l(l'JC,.,5 TH£ issui OF ~.s. MISSJIIG•IN•ACTJDN 
SE•VIC[M[N 1,5 OF MJ0•1986 

MJ0•1'986 

TUT: 1 • £$ C, MID• 1916 U4 ALL[ctD St'.CR£T Vl[fNA.Y[Sf C0a1Ntt.'T 
crHTl.tNEO 1-.f FOLl,.OIIJ,-.. STATEMENT CN T>t£ JS.SUE OF U.S. PR1S0N£RS OF 
""" IPOW•s;; •ri,q l(C'IESTS FROM THE aJ.l[RICANS CDM:ERNlliG THE PILOTS· 
(YEU c:.t.u CJ.A P+c(A MY VE PHI a»GJ. ·THIS MAn[II D[P[N)S CN THI' CONING 
S[Cl2£T MEETU.c.s• IVI.N OE CDH TUY' nux N-U.G CU0C HlP II.IT SAP r01). 
TH£ REMI. INSM: c:Hf[l(I' o, 'ni£ CQCUM(HT \t.AS MJT KNM-1. 

e::ra:uciEM. 

oZ 
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Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-2   Filed 10/22/16   Page 2 of 72
Case 1:04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-38 Filed 06/04/08, Page 3 of 15 

S:.;SJECT: Id~ntif1~ation of ~ossiol~ VS. ?r1soner of 
Wa~ camr in Sdrav~nc ?ravine?, Gao ?cople's 
Democra~ic Republic 

TE;-:T: l. Circa Mac-ch 1983, a .:iilitia chief 
.... - . - .. 
clai~cc ~ha~ thcce is a P~isoner 

of Wac- ( POW} Camp locatec. at the foo~ of ::goua ~tountain CNCAl, 
approxi~ately 25 kilornetrrs south oi ~adon v·11age. Accoc-ding 
to there were 23 Am,-ricar. prisoners of ~ar (POW's) 
detained in th~ camp. p ·ior ::o 1975 t~e car:i.:- contained 25 
American POW's, but two had since died. said that Kadon 
Village is responsible for gr-owing food for ~he camp and 
insisted that he had per~onally se~n the POW's on numerous 
occasions while escortin~ food convoys co th~ camp. 
added that the militia f0rces of Ch~van Vil!nge (YB 2197) were 
actually responsible for security a: the ca~p. 

EXHIBIT 

I "-J8 e1 

000246 

~-c 
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Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-2   Filed 10/22/16   Page 3 of 72

... 
Case 1 :04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-38 Filed 06/0l\(08 Page 4 of 15 

' E:1.'3/Tj) /;3 

t1E.'10RANDUM F'OR: Ass .Stant Vice Dit.•ect.o::- for CollC?Ct!~n 

SUBJECT: 

000247 

.11anagcment 
Department of Defens~ 

Principal Advisor For Prisoner of ~a::
~issing In Action Af!airs 
(International Security Affairs) 

Di~ector, Vietna~, Lao$ and Kampuchea 
Bureau of ~~s: Asian and ?acific Af~airs 
oepart~~nt ?: State 

Id•~ntification o: ?ossible U.S. ?r:.soners c: 
War Cam? i:1 Sara\'ane P~·ovince, Lao ?eo?le's 
oc·:ocra tic ~-=~:.:~: i c 

EXHIBIT 

l~g ~ 
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000248 

Case 1:04-cv-00814-HHK Docurrient 95-38 Filed 06/04/~~ Page 5 ~f 15 

l. Attached as of oossiole 1nte~est to vou !Sa=~=~~: 
Obta1nr.-d 

:efugee observed an 
apparent detentio~ camp in Sar~vanc Province, Laos, which~ 
local village militia chief told him contained 23 American 
P~isoners of War. 

2. ~his very sensitive information is for your 
background use orly. There will be ~o further distribution of 
this report and ~dditional dissemination or extraction of this 
information requ:res prior approval trom this Agency. DIA is 
authorized to pa!'> this information t:o the Joint Casualty 
?.e$olution Cent£• CJCR' 

cc: DCI 
DOC~ 
EXEC ~IR' ••••• 
STA-:■E/EAP 

DIA 
NIO/EAP 
NSA 
NSC 

Deputy 01:ector For Ope~at1ons 
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Case 1 :04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-38 Filed 06/04/08 Page 6 of 15 

~scor:cd him to the top o{ Nooua Xountain and pointed out the 
ca~p to him. According t7 the carnp =onsisted of four 
but!dinos and was surrou~1ed bv a f~nce and a canal. 
did not-claim to see any jf the ?Chi's .. Both Chavan and Kadon 
Villages h~vc been under the influence/concrol of the 
Co~~c~lst Pathet Lao since circa 1954.) 

J. UdoY"~ Souv-ce. CoM,."~-t\t •. Tki.s account is the 
f!~st. believable story o~ the pos5ibility of live American 
PO~'s ~n the L?DR that hts been heard since 1975.) 

000249 
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~ 
----------------------------------------------~ ------------------------·--------

PAGE 000! 
TOT: 0220212 ~ov 87 CIA 

TO: DIRNSA, DEPT OF ST~T~, OIA, WHITE HOUSE S!TUAfION ROOM, 
CIA OFFICE Of CURRENT OPERATIONS. 

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THf DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOH: 

DIST: 

NSA FOR (EXCLUSIVE FOR TP.E DIRECTOR, NSA); 
STATE EXCLUSIVE FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY, INR; DIA 
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, DIA (DIA IS AUTHORIZED TO PASS 
THIS INFORHATION TO THE JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTERS IN 
BANGKOK AND BARBElS POINT, HAWAII, FOR COHHANDERS ONLY). 

CENTRAL INTELLIGESCE AGENCY 

02 NOVEMBER 1987 

COUNTRY: LAOS/VIETN.AX 

SUBJ: POW/HIA: REP~~TED PRESE~CE Or AXERICA.N POWS IN HOUA 
PHAN PROVINCE, LAOS, AS OF JA.~rARY 19u7 

DOI: 18 JUNE 1968 - JANUARY 1987 

TEXT: 

AS Of .'ANUARY 1987 "S011E" FORMER AXERICAN POWS WERE 

EXHIBIT 

1~8 C. 

000250 
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Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-2   Filed 10/22/16   Page 7 of 72
Case 1 :04eea~08lll4-MH~i.:.Dedtfl'iient S5l.-38 \ t.fjed 06f04f68 Page 8 of 1~13g~ 

7 : ( . -
------·•---------------------- - ------- ----------------------------------

PACE 0002 
TOT: 02202!Z ~ov 87 C!A 

-------------------------------- ------------------------------------------
s TI l l 's THE GL'i(RAL AAf.A or BA.'i BOUA.I\. 

CCXHENTEO THAT ONE Of THE 
?C~S CS ~i:u~ED ~HO rlAS CAPTURED 0~ 18 JUNE 1968 1~ 
THE VICINITY Of THE 90RDER Of HOUA PHAN PROV(NCE ANO SON LA PROViSCE 
or THE SOCIALIST RE?UBLlC Of VIETS~~ (SRV). ACCORDI~G ro 

~AS DETAINED FOR A.~ UNSPECIFIED PERIOD Of TIHE BUT 
WAS EVENTUALLY RELEASED AFTER HE H.A.D BEEN 11REfORNED 11

• (SOURCE 
COKHEST: THE !\./0 ELDERS GAYE THE IMPRESS ION THAT CONTTNtr~c; 
TO LIVE IN THE SA.'l BOUAK AREA UNDER HIS OWN VOLITION. THE ·--··- DID 
NOT INDICATE THAT THEY HAVE EVEF. H-4.D DIRECT CCN!ACT ~ITH OR 
ANY OTHER POW PURPORTEDLY STILL IN THE AREA). 

000251 
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Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-2   Filed 10/22/16   Page 8 of 72
Case 1:04-tcv~Q8~4-KHK-·Bocurrrent·9S-.:38'" Filll(l 06(04/08 Page 9 of f§X.38-#.l s 

Cl• 

l~ · OIQNS< . OE?T OF STAT( . OlA . ..,.,I~( >-OuSC S!TUAllON QOOM . 
' Cl A OF rI CE OF CUQQ(NT OPER, T !CNS . 

PASS : (XClUSJVE FOR THE DIRECTOR. \,'HlTE KlUSE SITUATJON ROOM : 

01 ST : 

mA (EXClUSlVE roR THE DIRECTOR, NSA) : 
STATE EXCLUSl~E FOR TH£ ASSISTANT SECR[TA~Y . JNR : DIA 
E~CLUSlVE FOR TH£ OIRECTOSI. OJA (DIA IS AUTl-<lRIZEO TO PASS 
n.JS INF012MATJON TO TH.E JOINT CASUALTY RfSOLUTl~~ CENTERS I 
8J.NO<OI< AJ-0 eJ.R8EllS POJNT. ><AVA! I . TOR CCMMA1'0ERS O,,.'t.Y) . 

CENTRAL INTELLIC£NCE J.C[NCY 

18 'UY 1987 

CD..NTRY : VlfTNJ.M 

SL..8J : POW/~14 : ALLECJ..1l0N OF J.N JNTERROc..lTION CENTER STlll 
KlLDIN:: U. S. PRISONERS Of \JAR JN AN UN<1"0~ LOCATION 
IN SOUT>NEST k.l N.LM NI~ PROVlt.CE IN EARLY 1986 

001: EARL Y 1986 

~CE: 

TEXT : I. AS OF EARLY 198F. ALLEGED U. S. PRISONERS OF VAR VERE STllL 
8E?NG HELO AT ~ U,,,0.0...., 1"1'ERRO<.ATIO,, CENTER IN J.N J.RH IN THE 
SWTHwEST CU.lOR.u.tT. FA()l,C NI~ 8Jt-N CITY (lC.H OJ•Ol . OF HA !\UM NI~ 
PROVINCE. ·- · --· •--·-- ··-·--- -- ·- - · · • • •••• ' •• • • -- .. --- ·· · · 

. . 
- . ---· · -- - • - · --··-- . 

.. ............ -

( . 

EXHIBIT 
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Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-2   Filed 10/22/16   Page 9 of 72

000253 

P.&CE 001 

THE 
ALSO ClAIM(O HE SAW MANY AM[QlC&N POW'S ..,.IL[ ~l VAS AT I-()& 

lC PCH$:N ]N ..UMJI. J 
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Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-2   Filed 10/22/16   Page 10 of 72

PAC! COi 
TOT: 1C)l 1 l7I f,IJV &1, CU 

TO: OIRNS.A, O[PT 01 STAT[. CIA. ,....ITC ,-0,,S( SJTI.J.4TJCN ROCN, 
·ca OFFICE CF a;:i:iotr OPCIUTlONS. 

PASS: [XCUJSlV[ FOil TH( OIR[CTOR. ,....ITC H:IUSC SIT1.l.t.TICN ROOM: 
l>IS.l UCI.USIV[ f011 TH( OIR[CTOR, NSA): 
STAT[ txCUJSl~C FOQ THE ASSIST.&HT SCCR[TARY, II.A: DIA 
t~CI.U:.lV[ ;oi;'"" DiM£CTOw. uj.A iu,, IS WT>CAIZ[O TO PASS 
Tl1JS H¥0RMATJCN Tl) Tl-« ..OJNT CASW.I.TY R(~UJTICN CVITCAS IN 
8JJ,,Qa>< AM) B.uia[llS POINT, HAWAII. fOII (Xl,eW,D[RS CN..Y). 

c.tHTJU.I. JHT[l.1.JG[N:f ACLNCY 

ax.M'IIY: VJ~ 

Sl.&J: POw/Ml.l: PO'SSIIIILJTY o, [.ltlST[N:[ OF .IJCJUCAH P0WS 
lH sa.m-EJIN VJ[nwt 

C:OJ: AUl2JST 1$87 

Tt.X'T: 1. A SOCI.U..IST RtPUSLJC OF VJITN.UI ($RV) DfFICUL CXlr«NrED 
tH PltJVATE lM UT[ IXTCS[R 19a7 THAT to« IS allT.t.JH THlT ll-EJI[ .t.llf 
»GIC..U. PltIS0£Qs OF WIJZ (POV) STILL Hll.O KU) lN ROOT( AlilU.S" o, 
50.JTl-VIH VlE'T>U,M av PRIVATE ~ILITAHI' =a.PS J.CTIN:i wrno.,r TIC 
IOQUDCE 0# T>-E S.QV 1.UD[RSHJP. .&a:011DIN. TO THIS Ol'fJCJ.t..L., n-ESI 
CRCu>$ .&.Ill JHrJ-a:>M.HIST woeus o, 11-tt: FOAM(R SCll1H VlnHUCSE 
CCVCt/HIIENT W-OSE K>TlVATlCN IS HHAN:1.ll.. THJS 01HCJ.t..L. a)liMOITEO 
THU CLAINQ TI-E vunu..w llWI. 11-tt: VUT COG MAJHTAlJE> THEIR IULIT.UZY 
LMJTS JH nc J.N.I.U J,.UJ '?U,H(l.S FOR Y[.UZS WJna.rT an,a OISCZ>VtJHl), 
50 JT SI-CLII.D 11£ Ml SUU'RJS.( ~T POI a:IUI..D STJL.L IIE HlCOEH. 

,I 

EXHIBIT 
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Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-2   Filed 10/22/16   Page 11 of 72

TO DIA / / VO-P\/ /. 

CIT£ C!A • 

SUBJECT: COHHEITT BY LOW-ECHELON SRV 0rfICIAL ON POW'$ I~ 
I ITTX)CH IHA 

2. IN LATE SEPTEHEBER AND EARLY OCTOBER 1987 A 

REP~RXED ON TiiE INEFFECTIVENESS OF PRIVATE U.S. 
EFFORTS TO LOCATE PERSONS KILLED, CAPTURED, OR 
HISSING-HI-ACTION DURING rnE VIETilAM \IAR, SAYING TI-lAT "THERE 
AR£ LESS THAN 1,200 PRISONERS OF WAR" tPOY'S). 
~ATER REHARXED TN A SEPARATE CONVERSATION THAT "TILE ACTUAL 
•~~SER OF POW'S IN THE SRV IS SHALL COMPARED WITH THOSE IN L~CS 
~ND CAHBODIA, BOTH IN KNOWN AND UNK}WIJN LOCATIONS. 11 HE 
.:- :~ITINUED TI!AT U.S. POLICY TO\.IARD LAOS AND CAHBODIA HAKES !T 
:~POSSIBLE FOR THE AH ERICANS TO PURSUE THE HATTER OF POW'S 
:::FECTIVELY AN O THAT "THE Nl.JHBER Of POIJ'S AS E.sTIHATED BY TE:: 
::u.E~I G.NS, 1,270 , I S HIGHER THA N rn£ ACTUAL F"IGURE . 11 HE 
-:O!JCLUDEO BY SA YING THA T HE HA D NO IDEA HO\./ H.AHY ?Ow'' S ~ER£ 
=:: :NG HELD IN L/0S ANO CA HBOD I A. ( COl{LI.ENT : IT :S 
:..-1:CLEAR \IHETHER THE I , 270 FIGURE CITED I S fOR ALL 0: rnooc ~I~;;, 
CR XER ELY THE SPV . ) 

i -

000255 

EXHIBIT 

~ --:, r; £ ~ ~o - 11 
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• ""I"-\ ')-_ 

Case 1:04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-38 ·i=il~c:{06!p4!08 Page 113:b'(~8 ~:'c:: 1 

000256 

ADDITION, HIS NOR.HAL HABIT WHEN FACED WITH A QUESTION HE DOES 
NOT WISH TO ANSWER IS TO IGNORE THE QUESTION. IT IS CLEAR HE 
CONSIDERS nlE SUBJECT OF PO\l'S TO BE SENSITIVE. HE ALSO 
APPEARS, HOWEVER, TO BE INTERESTED IN DISCUSSING THE TOPIC ANO 
HAS REMARKED THAT HE WOULD PROVIDE HORE DETAILS WHEN AND IF HE 
GAINED ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. THE ~ORD USED IN 
REFERRING TO rnE POW'S WAS THE VlETNAHESE WORD "TU BINH.'' THAT 
IS "PRISONER Of WAR." WHETHER HE MEANT TO INCLUDE OntER TYPES 
OF HOSTAGES OR PRISONERS UNDER THIS TER~ IS UNCLEAR.} 

4. -
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Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-2   Filed 10/22/16   Page 13 of 72
Case 1:04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-3t Filed 06/04/~ Page14 of 15' 

.......................................................................................................... 

PAi:iE 00:! 
TOT· 200St~Z AUG 69 ClA 

. nlAT TMERE ARE LESS THAN 1,2..'.'0 Pov•s. HE 
LAT(~ ~(MA~~EO IN A SEP•RATE CCtNEQSATlON THAT T~E~E WERE PCw·s IN 
LAOS 4!'1() CAMBOOIA. eori,c IN K/ICWN Ar-.c UN<.1-cWN LOCATIO'IIS. ME 
CCNTlNJEO TMAT U.S. POLICY TOWARD UOS Al'() CAM3001A MAKES IT 
1MPOSSJ8LE FOR TM[ AMERICANS TO PURSUE TH£ MATTER CF Pow•s 
EF~ECTIVELV Af,Q THAT THE NJMBER OF POW'S AS ESTIMATED av THE 
AMERICANS. 1.210. IS Htr.HER THAN THE ACTUAL FIGl.m£. HE CONCLIAJE0 av 
SAVING THAT HE HAO ,-.:, IDEA HOW MANY POw•s WEil£ BEINC. HELO IN LAOS 
At-0 CA~ODlA. (C~ENT IT IS I.KLEAR WHETHER THE 1,270 FIGURE IS 
FOQ All OF IIIOOCHINA OR MERELY VIETNAM. Tl-I( MOTlVAT.iON FOR THE 

TO MAKE SU01 REVELATIONS TO THE CONTACT 
IS '-"'CLEAR. IT lS ALSO U'CLEAR WHV OQ HOV A LOW·LEYEL • 

WOULD MAVE ACCESS TO SU0-1 lNFORMATlCN. 1 

000257 

EXHIBIT 

I 
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Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-2   Filed 10/22/16   Page 14 of 72

Case 1 :04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-38 Fi led 06/04/08 Page 15 of ~x :!>ti L 11 

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIO~Al. AR CHl VES • 

To: Bill Codinha, Bob Taylor 
Subject: President's Daily Intell Briefings 
------------------------------- Message Contents-------------------------------

000258 

I've asked Bob Magner for access to file copies of the Daily 
Intell Summaries prepared for the President by CIA. They 
are usually about one or t wo pages of the most timely intell 
topics of the day, and are limited to only a handful of 
people. I am specifically looking for references for 
briefi,ngs given to the President regarding the possibility 
of POWs being transferd to the East Bloc after Homecoming. 
I have a source who claims to have seen them. 

Almost in the same nano-second that the briefings were 
mentioned, he said they were not available to anyone. This 
only made me want them more. I said surely the Senators 
could review them. He evaded an answer to that, by saying 
they coul d look for a specific topic, if we knew the 
timeframe, and they could tell us about it. Right! I went 
ahead and gave him a specific window of time and subject 
(Moscow Bound) and asked him to l ook, but told him to expect 
the Commi ttee to revisit the issue of reviewing this 
potential goldmine. If you happen to talk to Magner you 
may wish to mention we would like access to review, in 
person, these briefings. MFR 22/6/92 Bob T. 

EXHIBIT 

l 39 ~ 
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'• 

Case 1 :04-cv-00814-HHK Document 95-24 Filed 06/04/08 Page 1 of 4 

'·1~-'-1 .. [ '··=-,---.. -..Sz:»· \'-:, .. 11. 
J • •••• , t:J...; • ~' ' '-1 

J' 

. 

DRl,:'l' 
;.~r:c:;;c,o :-;:1ct:r.~:~:;~;•,1:I~i•; .)':':J~1 < u) --
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I 

\. 
.i 

CIA tor tha planninc and cQnduct or cc~ert/PM o~eretion~ 

d~rins th~ prc-MAC~OO period. In parti~ular1 thpse agreements . 
-~ .. coyer such !::ttt~rs as loG1Gt1cn~~·~up;o:'t, and corr.,":land and 

. . . ,. r·· . . 
• operatic;mal a:.•r·angeznents both during peace ·a·na war. . 

• 3 .. (_, DOD Suo.nort or· CIA (Cove~t/?!•! {'~er'ation's) . . 
In this sub,1 ~ct area; the Stud:,, outl!nes chronologi.cally .. . . . 

. the main support by DOD to CIA -in the t.ielc! of cov·e1"t/:>I~ 
:, .' ., . 

operations during ~h~ pre-MACSOG pe::1od·. ,'!'his support is related 

to the basic agrecrnents between DOb and~CIA, referred to in th~ 
. . .. . . . =· ,. . 

• prec,dinc. ~~l"QE;l'&ph ~ In this re card., piin and the Joint Chiefs 
.: . (. 

of Star:, in various directives~ set £~rth; multitude or • 

military responsibilities in the f.ield-... ·Qf ·c':l·,:ert/PM operetions 
• • 

during both peece· and·war. 
i 

·ihese .responS'ibi 11.ties. covl~r such 

matters_ &s the r.ro,,ision by t.he D8D or materiel. and p&rsonnel 

• support to the er I\ ancl the estnbli ohi::ent within DOD or a point 
-or contact which would enable the coc~din&~ion or DOD support 

.. . 
to CIA. In addition,, this por~ion o~ the Study deta~ls the 

··progressive assu~ption by DOD or·cert&in C!A responsibiliti~s in 

the field or covert/PM operat:i..ons. Sin~e the subject or 

intelligence was or particular importance 1 DOD also p~escritied 
. 

DIA• s runctione.l ·respor1sibilities in this area and that agency's 

relationship to SAC~A· and CIA. 

II. (- 00D Or~an1zsat1o:-i r01• COV<?.!'t-/P!-~ ActiC?lS 

a. Thia section traces the evolution within DOD or the 

major or~ani~ational arran~ements for handlin~ cov~~~,~u 
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......... .:largely baue.!~ with the advent or t~o l~ennedy ai:i::!~?!st~~tion 
.... 

( 1961) and the. orI;.ard zatiom:1.J .:1a~~}r:ery 1 t co:-Jsidered 
~ • r·· 

necessary_ fo~ ·i::1plen:entint.~ the PN:sident 's p:9-1:.!.cies on Vie~_nam. 
. 

Detailed in th1·s section or the Si:udy are the t;a,~t1 culers . . . - . 

concer~ing the establishment in th9 Office ot the S~crete~y . . . .. . . •. ,. 

of Det·e:ise of an assistant to the Sef-:rctary of_ Dete11$e whose 

responsibilities would cover such 
0

functibriai areas as . . 

. Spe~ial Group (5~12).rnatters and DCufCIA relationships of 
. . . . . . . . ... :: . . 

special· ~nte:-rest .. to the Se~~etary: of ~efense- .: Brigs.die~' 
., .. 

General Edward G. Lansdale, US.A:;', ,•1,fs designated as the 
. 

Special Assls tr:1,t S.Jid he runqt-1:one-:i ... in that ca~aci ty fr·om 
, , 

February .1961 until his o.rr1ce.was:"disestablished in 

Septemb-er -19·63. • • 

c. In i.'!ar•dh 1961, the Secreter)' of Defens·e authorized the 

e~tablishcent o!1 a "~mall, o,~r.:ure .~t&ft el!:r.,ent in the Joint 

S~atr" ror the pPdcessing or ~IA r~quests tor peaceti~c 

military support of covert operations. This staff ele1:lent, 

named the Spe~;a1 Operations Division, was placed in the 
. a • 

Directorate fof Plans and Policy (J-5). With the increased 

emphasis end scope of counterinsu~gency dperations and 

subsidia~y activities, the Chair~an, Joint Chiefs or Starr 

d1rected'"'the establishment of OSACSA effective 23 February 

1962< At that tihle, the Speciel Operations- Division or J~5, 
" 

comple~e ,-:1th personnel and functions, was transferred to 

OSACSA. 

d. With the· discstnblis!-:mcnt of General Lansdale' s office, 

in Septe:nbe~ 19,(-;3, its functions w~ich were to be continued 
I 

.. 
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Detailed in thi·s section of the Study art? the pa:-ticul~::-'s . 

concern_ing the establishment in th-e O!'!'ice of the Se_creta::-y 
. # ~ .• . 

or Det·e:ise of an assistant to the Secretary or Defense whose 
' h ' 

.. • 'I , '/ • • 

responsibilities would cover such funct1~nal are~s as 

. Special Group (5~12).matters and D~~~CIA relationships ot 
. . . .. . ·' .. . . 

specia1•int~~e~t~to the Secret~~y:o~~~fense,: Br1gad1e~ 

General Edward G. !,c1nsdale, tiSA?, ,•1;~s <lesigr.e.ted as the 
"' . 

Special Asslst~nt end he r~n~'.;i-one•:i .. in that ca~acity rro:n 
.. . 

Februar}' _1961 until his office .was :-a1sestablished in 

Septemb-er -19"63. • • 

c. In Mareh 1961, the Sjcretery or Defense nuthori~o~ the 

establish?:lent o::1 a II small, sc~r.:urc ,::;t;i:·r elt:ment in the Joint 

Star!'" for the p:iacess1ng of C!l, requests for peacetime . . 
military support or covert operations. This stP.fr elcr.ent, 

named the Spez;a1 Operations Division, was pleced in the . . 

Directorate for Plans and Policy (J-5). With the increesed 
• I 

emphasis and scope of counterinsu~gency operations and 

subsidiary activities, the Chair~an, Joint Chiefs o~ Starr 

d1rected.*the establishment of OSACS.4 effective 23 February 

1962.' At that ti~e, the Speciel orerations- Division of J-5, . . 
'! 

complete with personnel and functions, was transferred to 

OSACSA. 

d. With the'di~cs~oblistmcn~ of General Lansdale's office, 

. in Septe:nbe:- l9.!-i3, its functions w~ich were to be continued 
: 

were divicad \:t;-wccn OSACSI\ and DIA. 
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S!!LZCT cowa:~~ ON POti/!UA AFFAIRS 

UNITED STATES S~AJE 

D~POSI.TXON Of 
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COS1 '/(t\.l1l~\-.1£..(I '16B--10) 

.. ~ ...... . ., 
··. •, :: .. :. 

Washington, D.C. 
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1111 14TH STREE!, N.W ... . 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20))5-5650 
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l 

2 

3 

>ODUCEo fROloll TlfE NATIONAL AAc111VE$ , ) 

4 order to maintain it, which took a lot of people. 

18 

s Q. When you arrived, was there still a residual suppOrt to 

6 resistance groups in South Vietnam? 

7 

8 --Q. Do you recall any operations that were sti.a.J. going on 

9 of a paramilitary type or support type in South Vietnam? 

10 · A. No. 

11 Q. Was there anything still going on in Laos? 

12 A. No . 

13 Q. Had the station closed down in Laos? 

lt A. No. 

15 Q. I understand was the last station chief. 

16 Was the station still open? 

17 A. The station waa still o~en. An officer wa~. !:.~~~n:•d 

18 to replace him, was already elsewhere. I'• not 

19 ~ntirely certain of the exact timing of the closing o~he 

20 atation, but it was done · while I ~as Chief of Sta~ion. I know _,. 

~l that . I was Chief of Div.ision, excuse me . 

Chief of _Division. 22 

23 

Q. 

A . It came a.bout because of the enormous restrictions 

24 . imposed upon the embassy. If you r9l\\emb~r this, th9 Lao ware 

,robably the unfriendliest cf tho:s~ where we still had relations, 

-------~····· ··- -- · ·· 

... 
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)IIODVC£D FROM Tiff N-'\TlON ") 
<ll ARCWVES 

19 

1 They confined everybody in the embassy to the city limits of 

2 Vientiane and they reduced the embassy to a total of 12 people, 

3 of which they would only grant three diplomatic iinmunity, which 

4 did not leave any for us . 

5 You really must understand that there were not, th-ere 

6 was not much in the way of residual operations in Indochina. 

7 It was possible to deal across the border in black 

8 operations into Laos. A decision was made to cloae~e Vientiane 

9 station at a t'il118 when I was not very familiar with it . .But I 

10 · point out again that directly above me, literally, was Ted 

11 Shackley, and beneath me was his former deputy and a number of 

12 very highly qualified Ea&t Asia officers. 

13 It was not I who closed the station but the ODO and 

14 perhaps the DCI. 

~- Q. Who was his d•puty below you, working below you, did 

• you say? . . 
~; A. I didn't say._ B~t it was 

'l'HE WITNESS: -- ._ a·gain, I don't know. 

with this. Excu.l!Je me. 

(Witn.••• confers with counsel) 

THE WITNESS: Well, I'll tell you . 

BT MR. Jfe!=REART (Resuming): 

Do we hav~ a 

.: 

was 

o. 'Iho.t name has cozne to our attention before. 

A. Okay. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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,•· 
. ·r ~ 

· • .. .;, . 

1 

2 

3 

. .. .. .... 

M.R. McCREARY: Let me just say that we have deposed 

other CIA officers. There's a privacy issue, a confidentiality 

issue. But your name has come to us because of conversations 

20 

4 with others at which CIA attorneys 1'ave been present. So we are 

5 on the record here and wear~ at a level of classification·that 

6 is appropriate, I think, to discuss these ~atters without getting 

7 into too many details which you may veto .1n the interest of the 

9 KR. BOI-IMAN: Correct. 

10 MR. HcCREARY: -- to protect those. But I think names 

11 are fair game. Is that correct? 

MR. BOHMAN: Correct. 

BY MR. McCREARY (Resuming} : 

12 

13 

14 Q. I think that context statement is very helpful to 

15 understand, to ow: understanding. 

l• 

l 

1 

-· 

22 Everything had been consolidated into Bangkok-. Thia..is 

23 something, again, ~hich happened b1?fore me but had involved the 

24 Thai Government in the withdrawal of a very large nunber of 

25 Americans, military as "'8ll as Ag9ncy, from Thailand, in a sort 

000039 
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1 of seaming. I kind of became aware of some of these things as 

2 time went on. But that is a fair statement. 

2l 

3 we had only Chiang Mai and-Bang>cok, and Chiang Mai took 

4 ove:t" the functions for : insofar as there were any. I mean. 

8 --o- What would have happened to the files and-=ui~se ~ape 

9 and so·on, anything ~hat the Agpney considered of value? When 

10 you opened the door to , there were maps on the 

11 wall. There were still file cabinets; I suppose, or soJDething. 

12 

13 

14 

A

Q. 

A. 

No, no. 

No, nothin97 

The files were all withdrawn. Everything was 

15 withdrawn. Those =aps were li~e decorations and I couldn't tell 

16 you whether that vas a true statenent of ~he situation. But it 

U was obv.lously left there- irt. a Jcind of sentimental. -way. -·l-t •wa11 no 

18 longer relevant to anything. 

19 Q. Except to soJl'IG extent to our_l:_n~~~tigations t~d!Y I 

20 must add. 
. .-

21 

22 

Would those files have been evacuated th%ough Bangkok 

or would they h•ve c:omtr to Headqu~ers and been reduced' to 

23 lfticrofil111, or what .,u1d you say7 

24 

25 

I do not Jcnow. 

- ... -.. -
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rcf!O FROM 1ttE NATIONAi. ARCHIYU .,-.) 

.... . .. 

5 The division chief is very remote from the field. 

6 OparatiOM are run in the field. The divieion chief beco11ea 

7 aware of operations wb1ch shouldn't be run or where there J.• • 

8 c~~oversy or 'llfhere there is a veEY hi.9h interest iT _!•neral. 

9 I vas in the orientation phaae and in the dra'llfdown 

10 phase in my first year or eo. l found that Bangkok station, 

11 which was being run in my view extremely efficiently by people 

22 

12 who were veicy falll.iliu with what they ware doing, with the Thai• 

13 and the relationship with the Thai• was vary important. l have 

14 no doubt whatever that all classified material vas withdralfft and" 
. 

15 I think would have found its way back to Headqu~ers. But 1 • 

16 cannot honestly say that. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Q. Your teetillony, ~en, is that this was not-)"4>uc·• • 

responsibility to withdraw.the material? Th~••occurred belore 

you arrived? 

A. That's correct. • r 

-.. -
21 

22 

• Q. Is the SUNI stat8118nt true with respect to the ■tation 

in Laos? You testified it did clo~e down Wh.lle yoo wen ~ivi!J!»n 

23 chief. Would you have been 1mrolved in the administration of 

14 that, settling the administration, if you villi 
• 

25 At a considerable distance. 

. . 

000041 
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c/\ • uoc:i; 
National Archives and Records Administration 

April 22, 2008 

Mr. Roger Hall 
8715 First Ave. 
Apt. 827 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Dear Roger: 

700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20408-000/ 

Per your telephone call with Michael Kurtz last week, attached is the list of depositions withdrawn in 
full from the records of the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs. The list was compiled 
by looking in the OSS Parallel File seFies for each depositien li.sted in the "Formerly Classified 
Depositions" list in Appendix K (p. 93) of Ed Schamel's Reference Information Paper 90. [ 
submitted this list as a mandatory declassification review request this morning. 

You will hear from us as soon as (tny of the depositions is returned from the declassifying agency. 

Sincerely, 

KRlSTEN WILHELM 
Center for Legislative Archives 

Encl. 

EXHIBIT 
NARA 's web site is http://www.archiv~s.gnv .· I 
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Daniel Arnold 
Brian Buck)ee 
Richard Chi I dress 
Marvin M. Connon 
Steven Davis 

• Lawrence R. Devlin 
Roger W. Eggert 
Lincoln Faurer 
Timothy Geraghty 
Don E. Gordon 
Max Hugel 
Bobby Ray Inman 
H.P.V. lnsisiengmay 
Robert C. Kingston 
Thomas E. Lacy 
John McMahon 
Richard Secord 
Francis Sheery 
Michael H. Sherwood 
John I I. Stein 
William Sullivan 

• Bernhard H. Tovar 
Jerry Tuttle 

000238 

Robert Garwood 
Charles Trowbridge 

POW/MIA Depositions Withdrawn in Full 

OSS-93-0011 
OSS-92-4398 
OSS-92-5345 
OSS-92-2566 
OSS-92-3263 
OSS-92-4145 
OSS-92-5106 
OSS-92-5318 
OSS-92-2823 
OSS-92-4294 
OSS-92-5419 
OSS-92•5023 
OSS-92-4969 
OSS-92-414 7 
OSS-92-3840 
OSS-92-4660 
OSS-92-4452 
OSS-92-5178 
OSS-92-5122 
oss .. 92 .. soo 1 
OSS-92•4830 
OSS-92-4453 
OSS-92-2833, 
OSS-92-2623 
OSS-92·2291 
OSS-92-31 S4 

(Box 97) 
(205) 
(201) 
(205) 
(205) 
(201) 
(98) 
(98) 
(204) 
(204) 
(98) 
(203) 
(101) 
(101) 
( 101) 
(10S) 
(107) 
(104) 
{104) 
(103) 
(103) 
(112} 
(205) 

(119) 
(205) 

•.: 

April 22. 2008 
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1£~ 3' DCCI 

National Archives and Records Administration 
8601 Adelp/1i Road 

College Pc,rk, Ma,yltmd 20740-6001 

April 28, 2008 

Roger Hall 
8560 Second Avenue, Suite 621 
Silver Spring MD 20910 

Dear Mr. Hall: 

'ttl This is in response to your Mandatory Review request of April 1 S, 2008 which was received in this 
office on April 16, 2008 ( our reference number MR 30088). 

~ We foiwarded your request for RG 46. depositions for John Mason (Box 100) and William Graver 
(Box 204) to the appropriate office for further action. 

~J The National Archives and Records Administration has limited authority to release national security 
or other sensitive infonnation. Pursuant to S USC 5S2 (a)(6){B)(iii)(III), if you have requested 
infonnation ofa restricted nature, in most cases it wiJI be necessary to send copies of the documents 
to appropriate agencies for further review. 

'it- Please advise us of any change of address that may occur during the time that it takes to complete 
your case. In the event any correspondence to you from this office is returned as undeliverable. no 
forwarding address, we will presume you are no longer interested in pursuing the case and the case 
will be closed. 

We will notify you as soon as the review of all parties is complete. 

Sincerely, 

1rr!t4~ 
Special Access and FOIA Staff , 

000242 

EXHIBIT 

I 
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National Archives and Records Administration 

May2S,2006 

700 Pennsylvania A.venue. NW 
Washington, DC 20408·000/ 

The attached list contains Office of Senate Security document numbers, with date of document, 
number of pages, and NARA MOR case number, for the records of the Senate Select Committee on 
POW/MIA Affairs that were denied in full by the CIA per Roger Hall's mandatory declassification 
review request 

KRISTEN WILHELM 

NARA 's web site is http://www.archives.gov 
EXHIBIT 

000239 
j 
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92-2561 1/23/1992 2 982011 
92-2561 1/28/1992 2 982011 
92-2561 1/28/1992 1 982011 
92-2561 1/30/1992 1 982011 
92-2660 1/21/1992 2 982011 
92-2823 3/3/1992 173 982025 
92-3266 3130/1992 9 982006 
92-3857 8/19/1992 1 982005 
92-4969 9/15/1992 176 982015 
92-5106 9/30/1992 132 982014 
92-5168 10/16/1992 138 982025 
92-3289 no date 1 982023 
92-3289 no date 1 982023 
92-3993 no date 2 982008 
92-3286 no date 1 982023 
92-3286 no date 1 982023 
92-3213 no date 13 982020 
92-3213 no date 13 98202 

000240 
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fl 

LIST OF SSC POW/MIA DOCUMENTS DENIED IN FULL BY THE CIA 
OSSNumber Data of Document #of Pages MDR Casa Number 

92-3151 5/10/1971 2 982011 
92-3151 5/8/1971 3 982011 
92-4469 c.1976 1 982012 
92-2560 c.12/1979 116 982011 
92-3199 3/20/1980 4 982018 
92-3833 12/10/1980 1 982024 
92-3833 c.4/1978 1 982024 
92-3633 c. 9/1979 1 982024 
92-3833 12/10/1980 1 982024 
92-3633 no date 3 (all maps) 982024 
92-3848 1/13/1981 1 982025 
92-3999 8/26/1981 7 982008 
92-3999 8/27/1981 7 982008 
92-3999 8127/1981 2 982008 
92-2864 c.4/1982 8 982005 
92-4018 12/19/1983 2 982008 
92-0325 4/2511984 7 982018 
92-3257 8/17/1984 1 982021 
92-3993 6/18/1985 2 982008 
92-3989 7/17/1985 4 982008 
92-4017 7/18/1985 2 982008 
92-3989 8/1/1985 2 982008 
92-3080 10/30/1985 12 982011 
92-2657 8/15/1986 2 982006 
92-4637 8/15/1986 2 982021 
92-2919 12/30/1987 1 982006 
92-2919 12/30/1987 1 982006 
92-4221 1/22/1988 7 982006 
92-4753 1/22/1968 1 982006 
92-4753 1/22/1988 1 982006 
92-3421 7/1/1998 (sic) 1 982019 
92-3196 2/23/1989 2 962020 
92-3196 2/23/1989 1 982020 
92-3196 2/24/1989 1 982020 
92-2561 6/10/1991 1 982011 
92-2193 8/1/1991 2 982011 
92-4273 8/1/1991 2 982010 
92-2193 8/2/1991 1 982011 
92-2561 8/9/1991 2 982011 
92-2561 10/9/1991 1 982011 
92-2561 8/22/1991 2 982011 
92.2373 11/14/1991 1 982011 
92-2373 11/15/1991 1 982011 
92-2373 11/15/1991 1 982011 
92-2373 11/19/1991 1 982011 
92-2371 1/21/1992 2 982011 
92-2371 1/21/1992 4 982011 
92-2371 1/21/1992 8 982011 
92-2561 1/23/1992 1 982011 

000241 
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;. ~~ ~ , . 1J~t;~·J.u.., ~uJ..JJ.t.\., • ·~ u1v1:;1uN.· s_~r,_ 
~ • Fdftign Intelligence Inlotlfation Deport ~ 

' • 

ff/ WAIL'llNC NOTICE-INTELLI~CE SOURCES AND ME11IODS L'\-VOJ.VED 

~,~ 
. .. . ·--. 

. . 
fUD111ER DJSSE.\IINA'ffON AND VS£ OF nus INFODt\TION SUDJEcr to CONt'ROLS 
STATED AT 8£ClNNINC AN]) OfD OF UfORT PAGE I OF 4 •ACES 

DlllCTOIAYI a, 
OPIIATIOHS 

THIS 1$ AN INFORMATION REPOIT, NOT FINALLY WAWAl'ID INTEWGENCI 
. . [? • '1 RtPORT 0.J.SS. C O H P I D E H T I A t-VHtfflL 
- HOPOIN 

COUHTRY 

SUBJECT 

aouacE 

5 

" !I 
2 
1 

000269 I 

USSR ~1£ DlSTR. 12 Karch 1982 
I I • I 

Allapcl· ·Sov1• t Iucarcera-ti-cia-of UFEREHC&S. 
U.S. Vietnam ·,rtaonerii of Var 
(DOI: 1970) -

S1DOWlY1 .Accorclf.ng to 
Gd,1on.1ov, apec1ally . ecc ,s. p oaR• ~ var vere emg 

-receive into the Sovlot UrdoD dt:ca .1970 for long ceaa or · 
Utecima 1nc:arc1rat1on aad "14eologtcal. tecra1ntag. '' le uq,Ued 
the aumbu iaw).ved to. be about 2,000, !be goal • of the program 
vaa indaHnita. wt involved 1Dten1ive payehologtcal lnveattga .. 
tia~ of tha prisoners and retraining ta ub chem ava able 
as r_ uired to serve the needs of tba Soviet Unf.Dn. 

. . 
1. • <aeadquar.ter• Comeat: "ltd.I report •hou14 lie red ·vf.th 

. . 

c:autioa. CIA reC9rdt cantun·u confimatiqn_of th.a allegacl illtalltse11c11 
affil1at1on of tlae •ubsource cited belov, despite Che aaurae' • aaaercion 
that Crigon.yev bld a leading poaS.ctou l1i the mi. ·saveral other 
peraou named 4 the text 11kevise camwt be td1111CU11id. We have 
aevur before eacouncend evea vague rumora aaoq &ovut cU.aaUeDc• or 
othe1: 1Dfomnts that any .u·~• -~•, .. f~. V~t!tml!'. ff!._Ucarttl'ICV u.' : ... -~: 

• 

.... 
EXHIBIT 
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. ... 

I 

' J 
2 
I 

. ·- • W~CE • r INCE sotia amnroas i. -• 
FURTHER DISSEMINATION AND USE P THIS INFORMATION SUBJE:CT 

TO CONTROLS STATED AT BECINNINC AND END OP REPORT PACE 2 OF 4 PACES 

tba ussa, much leas that 2,000.aucb indivlduala are leadin1 streasonably 
not11al lives" in the•••• regtoa where auuroua Soviet polittc:al 
prisoners have resided tn exile.· Ia ahoEt, vhile tha eource uy •a 
reporting his reco1lecti011 of an acfual coavercacio11~ va acroqly 
believe tbat th.la report ■Brita Utcle if &DJ credence f~• analyaca. 
Hovever. la liaht of conti&luilla high .f.aterest 1D the ,uucton of u.s. 
personnel still luted aa miasiag in action 1n Soutb-c Alla, ihis 
report- f.s bdaa • disseminated vtdl • appropn.at• daveaci" to ~ancenecl : • 
members of the U. s. Iatelliaence CallJlllDity.) 

2. In a private converaacin vbic:h was held drea 1970. ma 
L:teucenaat C:eaeral ,,tr J:vanayich ((higariyev)) 1cat .. tbat 1180.J 
specially selected U.S. priaoaara of var vara .• oifts ncelv•d f~o■ lfortb 
Yietaam for long telJII or.1:Uetm custody aacl "f.deoloa:l.c:al re-tra1atng .. 
in the Soviet Union.· (Source Coaoent: Grigoriyev did 110c .acate 
apeeUtc:all:, tW •"•r. qf pd■onu■• illvo~ved. Tile tam he uaecl vu 
"v poryadke nealml 'kikh tyaJacb v aaa tozhe 1e1c • • vblcb traslates 
as ''oa tba orcjer of sevanl thouaand," implying the nuaber co be alaout 
2,000). the ,jdsoaers ware deadned for .confinement at a faellf.ty near 
Perm. Cri&oriyev. who leaned of the proaram fram an unnnecl hlall level 
KGB c;olleaaue, underataod that Soviets rather than lfonh Vf.etnmaeae 
were 1nvalvad in tba 1Dltlal aalactiaa process ad that parttcipanca 
1iYere to be oo"cinually a•acaaed fo1: a11iCH11'Utty, lie 'implied Chae 
indivtduala detemined to •e UQSUitable wuld ~e elllltaated ancl replaced 
"1th other candiclatea. (Source Comlaent: Grlgorlyev 'Ude bla comment 
while serving aa a po1:lt1cal idedloaut and puaonnal officer at the 
All-Union Sclent1f1C•Tecbn1eal Information Center of tile Seate 
Co111mittee for Sd.eace aact tecbaolo11 :IA Moscow. le hacl previously served 
as Chief of_the IG'B'a Persanael"Directorate.ad Id that capacity would 
have very likely ll&de contacts amoq ma·officia.11 au,aaquently 
respoastble far nraaaiaiD& any such pEiaoner praara,) 

3. Accorcliai co~ the goals of. the u.s. prisoner 
.. program vere tudet:tm.ca but t.avalvad 1atenaive peychola1ic:al atudlea 
of the illdivid~ aiJd util1UC10II of tb• as required to aerva th• 
needs of the Soviet Unioa. a.CQC.Odya usuletatoocl that the cletnticm 

• fac:lUtJ vaa not a staclal'cl pdeoa, INC rather one ill llhieh f.matea 
could 1••• rcaaoaallly ·mn:11a1 11w:a. Dudas th• c:onveraa~ 
recalled that pracadanta uiatecl for mteh a pEoar• in tbc Sovie~ llaion 
and citecl.a:lmilar p~evtous. efforts v1tb Spanish, Japanese, am Chinese 
nat:f.~aals. Re atatN that in past progreu,· partic:lpanca vera 
encourased to 11any Soviet vomeo, 

c0•r'8N.Tt_A·L 

C" • •• •.t ...... .#I .. , 

••• 229·1 CIUO.llff ~.... a CICllfflNIM11GM UGI' 
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/ 

"EljlfEN<Z SOURCES AND MD'RODS •-~ • 
._ • ;.,;.TJIJ!l( DtlllRNA110H AND USI OJI' TRIS INFORMAilSif llJBIECr 

JO COHriloLS STATED AT 8£CllfNIHC AHO END OF RFJIORT PACE.!. OP 4 PAGa 

, ·co1r\•tIA'L -~ 

4. 1iii..iii). Comeat: Source ducrtbed •ucu:.t;llv •• a vary 
profesai~security-cODScloua person who confldecl in eource 
11eeauao of 1:belr uatque personal relat~bip. Qdsoa.», in Jtfl, 
capadtJ aa all institute perao1Ulal officer,•• the ftr•t tadivldual 

• to intarviev source upon Ma traufer • to. the infonat10D• canter 
Ga&.ub01' requested hasie ltiopaphie .. ta and aclmovlaclpcl being . 

uaf.ntecl ld.~h aaver l.adiviclual.1 luted by source, pare~:~? . 
0•114re1. Feodoc. Pem,Yif-ch· ((SkQmdtU ,-~ 

·a CID o ficu serve Deputy Chief of Iatelligaaee for the far Eastern 
Military Dlatriet in the early 1950' a: Skrynnik and Qda1d,u, ovnecl 
dachas near each other and .llhile aot• close fdend■~ lle1d each otber 11l 
bigh reapecc. J:11 &ddltion to Skr,mdt. Gr.t.1oa,._,. .. aC4uillted With 
(PRU) ( (PzudllitovJ)' who •• active ln Vaacera ·Eunpe a Cema:, foe 
t:he mB, (nm) ((Gradoselatty)) vllo had served as • KOi off1e1e1 ta 
Poland an4f Cemany. aacl . (ft!D) • ( (~u>) uho aene4 u ma . 
Deputy Chief for• Admfaf-trac'foa • Juppl7. A sew of trust bad thare- •· 

• fore baa developed over uny ,ear• af ncual. assocf.a~ with top level 
lCCB aad GJUJ ofHcere.) (leadquartera -comment: P1:UC11Ltkav ur •• Ucmt:Lcal 

. vith IUkhd.1 Stdarovicb 1RdD11coV I da• circa 1912, a Hid.or Soviet • 
iotelligeace official wbooe memoirs of opirationa duriD& ucl after 
Worlcl Var .'tlto bave been puhliahed ·ill the ,USSR. CIA Cecftde clo DDC 
identify ay .. :lndlvidual 11811ed Grodoselald.J or C:•~v u bav1ng served 
~ Sov1et intelligence.) • 

• S. ~ (rolunteaied tlae iafomat:l.o11 reaa.-.tiag the Vieaum 
prlaollel!a d~rins oae 0£ 111UF private coave~!14tiou durtq Che·lat• 19'0'• 
ancl early 19701 a. Ilia 4utiee vere aoc pa~iculady cleulldug after 1118 
yeara as a aclmilliatrator ill the 1GB. lie vaa often f1ntllb ... vltb hie 
vnrk fll tlae euly afceraaon ad, rather chan 10 hoae ,_. eai•·· 
outa:lde illteraata. held Wonaal. dtacusat.ou in Ide office. '1 
Cotmaeut: Source stated tbat be vae the person ••c fl'e'9ent r cboiil 
1-y-Ciliftlf'Rt for private c:onvenadona.) Topia pri•d17 iaftlved . 
Gn.gon.yev' • ·peraoaal affair■ and bealtbt ·IMac alao. illrlnded. political 
top!e•! ·1Juri11& ane of tbeae auaiou cba Olallject C?f priaoa cups arose. 
m particular those vld.cb funiallei labor for Siberia acoaoeic 

.: developie11t. the coiavaraaatioa thea ehlfcecl ta Vietaaa and the apparat 
·iacreaae in aae111th of South' Vietnam at the till• Del the apparent • 
:blatab1lity 1a the. Hortb. Gr1lori7ev ..... d.tilla the 111U8i1Fa U.I. -
comdttaent co cbe souch, but added .. tbit che So\tiet:a vare wa ukug 
aaimr. Ile c:hea described die pngru ~1Y1D8 JJ-~~ pdeODera •. 

. 
.... ftaft1 • •• 
-•• KCilif IIIICll.l!lllfWMO\S-

1 
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• CONF,~."il!-L - ~ 

6. Grigoriyev vaa trafltad aa a pnfpssional 111U:1tary affi"cer ad 
aerved 1n the tank troops cluria& Vorld Var II. After the •r he•• 
aa11gnecl to the Party Centr.,1 Comllli~tee.aa an any ~~preseatati•e. 
Ia the period 1953-1954 ha 'became 1GB Deppty Chief for Per1ouel. le 
aubaequatly Nc:ame cd.t1ca1 ot che ncruitaeat pol:lc:lu Qf 1GB bead 
Vladimir Yeftmovich ((Sem1chaatD,r)) ad vu tran•ferred from Ida 
positioa to tbac of· m Security Chief for Somt B1oG oactoue. • Sooa 
theraafcer he daveJ.oped a ~rt.~~£ ~4 ~ned •. Iq.~ ~te 1960's •• • , . 

.. . - ........ he ••ccepted tbe ,c,attltia ac tie infonatf.on 'l?enter. : . 

. 7. General Skrynnii Jofced tbe Ruaa:La cavalzy ill 1917 ancl 
aubsequently ente~ed the Odeaaa artillery aehool. Upon graduation he 
vaa assigned to the Zhitomir ldlicar,·d1sttict, Ia 1931 he •tered cbe 
lrwlze Kil:lt:ary Academy. Ke advanced raptclly and 1n the 19!3-1934 . 
pertod .. va1 1ent to Cbiaa as Deputy Military Attache. le joined Hao's 
lon1 march •"cl began to eatabllsh intellf.aaca agent liacw~ka for.the 
Sov!ec Union. Ba rema:lneil ill China mdl 1142 except for a ltdef 
return in 1939 to eataliliah m intelJJ.aei,ce school ill Hasc:ow for 
Chiaa operatio11•. In the apd.llg of 1942 be was nc:alled fr011 Chiaa 
to become cbief of' intelligence an the 110t:thve1tera front, wbara he 
remailled for tile duration of the var. After tho var be vas aaaignecl 
aa Soviet_ representative co the lerlin Joiat Coaiasian for lopatriat1on. 
After aernng in Berlin from 194, to J,949 he ~eturned to Hoacov u 
either chief or deput7 chief for illte111ience at th• 1'1:umce Academy. 
He then setved as Deputy InteWgeace Cblef of t~e ra-r Butem IW.ituy 
District. Be retired from the •:f11tu, ill 195J. ~nit -
au.heequentlJ recalled to d~tf to i'e-esta11U.sh ageni: networks ill China 
after the Cblna-USSll aplit but refused to leave red~ement. (Beadquartare 
Comment: CIA records contain no llltlepenient coaf1rmat1on of the detai1o 
of Sb-yanlk"a career provided here.) • . . . 

llfO&T CLASS C O II F D I I T I A L--IABRDo icm:ci-j»nr.~1G1Hcz 
SOUICES ARD Hl'?RODS L~BOr BIIPSlltB 'fO FOQIG!f IAUOIW.S-

• &W 1&RB02 OIC IECOBD • OUIRO omca in iAHi··-. 3D3. ·:w., 
• . POUlOMS CADY CLASSinCA: OH AID a>RftOLS". 01. OVERALL DOCUK!BT • 

000272 
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• 

, . ... 

. . . ~-. .. . . ( 
Cenbf ~"FtCJ 

0 
........ Dc:Jml:IS 

9 M,-rch 1988 

MEMORANDUM l'OR: Colonel 3oaeph A. Schlatter, VS Army 
Chief, Special Office for Prisoner• of War 
and Missing in Action 

Alleqed Sightings of American POWs in 
North Korea from 1975 to 1982 ... 

REFERENCE: Memo for the DDI fm Colonel Schlatter, 
dtd 19 Feb 88, Same Subject 

three separate· reports of 

ated April 1980, indicates that-
" ei hted two Americans in August 1986 

~ .;~e outskirts of P' yona-vang. • ~,:-.:-'-~- ,· •• •v 5 I tiSME Cl about 10 military pilots 
.C.~t 1:·..1 i·ed in North Vietnam were brouc;ht to North Korea. 

o '!'1-.r .• -"econd r•port, also· dated 

0 

des~=ibe den 

nd ca e ai9 tin; 
as ~any as 11 Caucasians, possibly American prisoners from the 
Korean var, ~all of 1979 on a collective farm north of 
P' yon9yan9. , ·· .~ 

\. 

I 
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Mr . J. :-:ill iarn Cod:i.nha 
Chi,;:: Co·-nsel 
S~lect Com:ni tt.':?ie or· ?-:-~ 1•!: .:. . . n.f :airs 
Uni~~d 3La~es Senate 
Was~i~gco~. D.C. 20~· ~ 

~ear~=~- Codinha: 

6 Oct:obc;- 1992 

:-1,:-. 'Tl'ylor o:: :.he Senate Select Co:rrni tcee or. 
i?OWil-lIA l-.ffairs reouestad th..,t 22 documents 

be made: ava:.lable co Ccrrinit.tee 
memoers during the closed hearing 

We have redacced 2 0 of the doc~mencs reouesced fo~ 
deliver:,, to the Co:r.mitt6e on the day(sJ of the clos€:d 
heai:-ing. .-:e wil.:. m.,ke these documents availabl e on the 
condition t~ac th■se documents be retrieved at the end 
of each sessior. and ~eturned each evening to ~he Agency 
for storage. We ;•Jill prc·.r~de an office::- to assume 
:esponsib~lity for che dccumencs . 

:'':1e ether 1:1-,·o doct:menr.s on Mr . Taylor's list, a 
Decenu:,er 2.950 DI.". report and a March 2. 7 , 1981 Sr.ate 
Departmer;.::- telegran fror:1 Embassy Vientiane, canr:o~ be 
release,d t,y this .ZS.ge:,cy. If needed . che Commie.tee should 
seek ~elease di:cec.::.:.y ::ro:n DIA a'1d from the De;:,c,:-trnent of 
State . 

Sincerely, 

St~nle:,,..- !•!. !--toskov.;i.~z 
Director of Ccngressional A£~airs 

-~t~l~~~· ,(c 
I ~-~~C-

;..LL F-OR':'IC:-1S CLASSIFIED 
SECRET 

C:... BY 133763 
DECL, Ol>.DR 

DRV FM HUM 4-82 

EXHIBIT 

+s-
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• ~•.- :.:~ -::•, :. •• ,--:-.;.•a...; 1.,._ ..... , ,~ l•:•,~• .. :•. •. ·-=•!·,,' :'..,.::_, Lt f : • • ••: l', ., 

n\?,tt 02/12/93 ·'-.~; .,.;•./\'':: ':···.';,· •.. / := ... ·.•, 12 ~ 
• · .. iJ ,,. ~ 0 ; 0 ~ ........ ,_ •• •.:"'":, ....... ; .. ,~ .•'-. , .. _ l!T, • ' ' 

ME:IH:Oiro,~; \roru:w, ; • • • • 
FaCM: OFFICE OF~ S'ECtlR.lTY 

·s~OF'l'HeSENATE 
PJ.XM S-407 ·· ·: '· .•• _.-: 

•. ~ 'IHE CAPrror.. . • ·-.-~, ·cc 20S10 

No. ~ C~l ... - a:N _____ ...,. .--.- _.._.,.__ 

l. OSS-92-5173 {l] .ERMS406000514i ·/.sf :·. :- 6S8 
FILES PER.rlillmt; 'IO Alt ~(U) 

2. OSS-92-S076 [l] .ERMS40600059500 S 1 
~ 'ID REr.XJcST ~ 22 o:x::tMf.NIS RE: N:.;o~tU\ 

2 
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SOURCE 
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.• I 
i 
I 

· I 
I 

MORI DocID: 113609 

• • • • ....,! _,. 
• .··• • • 1> ... • 

.• ,· 
7 March 1973 :' ' " 

WDlORAh"DIDI FOR THE RECORD 
I 

SUBJECT: s'tatus Report on 

1. At tbe request o! , DIA,a research was con-

ducted to ascertain whether or not any . r escue attempts was made 

on the prison camp located at BAN NAKAY NEUA, Laos ~vicinity 

VH195565) to !ree . J:urtber, · one o! the recent 

returnees reported that there was inio:nnation that bad 

died inn cave becouse tbe gu 

2. All available inform 

J) . 

last identified during the period April-June 196~ 

camp mentioned in paragraph l. A later report in~ #i . 

reports that an unidentified American pilot bad died because be 

,.-as unable t o cat~ while interned in this prison camp. 

3. An intelligence ·collection effort was conducted in 

Septembe r 1966 into 'this particular area but no actual atteinpt.s 

wer'e conducted to r escue any detainees in this camp. No further 

infonnation on has been reported since June 1965. 

--.··---=-- ··: ···.- - •• 

~ 
D 
D 
3 

EXHIBIT 

Lf B 14753. 

684

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 213 of 271



000217

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-2   Filed 10/22/16   Page 41 of 72MORI DocID: 112726 

--------· ----
- 26081-42 MAY 71 CITE VIENTIANE_,-~; 

.. 

DIRECTOR JNFO- SAIGOR 

--

-,;- VIENTIANE __ ' ROTAL/ 

DISSEl'I. 

~ - · ' 
LT-1~6•U• . U-185lll, 

FILED 2608 1-42 

~

HQS--'" 

. • PARAS 9-z t> F 
SEE "':....1 

POSSIBLY AFFECTING ~ 

( -~Qfb 

,,, - C~NT: l.'t-EN DISSE~ 

. , 

-------··-··----· 

.... 
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COUNTRY 
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SUBJECT 
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c:,f;U~:: OF rue u. s. Pl!...OTS DURllG TH;:!£, DAY ~IR 

ATTACK IN THE SAM NEUA ARc::A Of MOUA PHAH PROVINCE 
,. .. . -.. 

LAOS, V!EHTIA~E / 
··- --;-· ---, 

- . 

1.3(a)(4) 

-.. 

!. 

I . IN l·iA~ 1967, PATP.:'.i LAO /.PU POSlilONS IN 1fiC: VICJ.NITY Cf 

-1.3(a)( 

.·~---- ·------·• 

.. .. -· .. 
: .. · · ···- -----

·.· .. 7£::._Q_(,~ ~ 

EXHIBIT 
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i 
j 

I 

' I 
I 

I . 
~ . 
1· 

l 
:, 

• 

MORI DocID: 3 62 03 

S March 1973 

• 
REPORT CLASS w ii 11 ~ J;•~,j II l I ft L VARIJiflG NOHCE -: SEflSil lVE . . 

: . . . . . 

IIJTEllIG£UC£ ' SOUP.CtS AND METHODS IPIYetVEO/IMl HiUUU 8 ICCli:~t/'. 
t :· . • • ,, i • . . . . ' . . ·. . . . ,, :·. . ;,. .. 

• COIIT ROLLED D l SSE~ · : • • . : ••• '· • •. · • • :.. · 
I. .· . • • ·•/· · ,. - r . : - •~ . ' 
I • • • • I • • • • • • • • • •• •' • • l t'\ •• • (\• • • • • • • • ~• I •• 
COUNT R Y ' • 1. AO S • . • ' 1 • • • • .' · • •• • • ~ -~ ... Jp : ·, ... ~ ' • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • .. • I •. . . . ; --~_r ; •:,_, t...""t•.. . • . • • • . • • • • • 
• ' • • .. • •.f'- " • • • " • • • ' 

DOI · MARCH ,S~72 . •• .:. • : .,, :~-; ... :• . · • .. . ~-: :~. · . .. . 
. . . . . ; . • . •• :. • . . •.. :-.• ~ • .. ,.. .l. : . • .. : • ·... . , ~. . : •• .- . . .. 

SUBJECT . SIGHTUIG Or THn EE CAPTURED AMSRICAN _PILOTS, THREE T><Ai ., : 
. . . . . . . ·.· . , . • .: ., . : . . • . . . . • . . . 

• . PILOTS AND fOUR LAOS PILOTS 1-'l SAM tlEUA PROVINCE: 

-. 

. 
-·· . 

... . . 

.. , .. . . 
. . . 

. . . .. 
. . . .. 

. . 

. :' . . . ,·; __ • . ·_. \ . .. • • • . • 

. • . ... . . ~ • • . . -.. 

, 
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lntclli~nce Inform~tion Cable 
,_ I IN 

2169'41 

PACE 1 Of 10 PAGES 

SO<>-'"' 

~ 
THIS IS AN tNfO™ATION REPORT, NOT FlMAUY EVAlUATEO INTElllCENCE 

I 0116512 OTE TDCS-31'4/12572-70 

01ST l ,DECEMBER 1970 

COUNTRY 

DOI 

SUBJECT 

ACQ 

SOURCE 

---· ---- ·---- - - z . 
LAOS 

25 NOVEMBER 1970 AND AS STATED 

ENEl'!Y PRISONS IN LAOS 

••I 

VIENTIANE /26 

l. AS OF 25 NOVEMBER l97i GROUND SOURCES CONFIRMED 45 

ENEMY PRISONS AND/OR PRISONER OR WAR / POW/ CAMPS OR CIX'IPLEXES IN 

LAOS. BASErr ON ANALYSIS OF AVAILABLE INF ORM ATION, AN ESTIMATED . . 
1,000 ENEMY PERSONNEL WERE COMMITTED TO GUARDING AND MA_INTAINING 

PRISOH FACILITI.ES THR~UGHOUT THE C~UN~RY._~IX NEW PRJSQJiS_ 

HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED. SINCE AUGUST, WHILE THE PRISON FACILITY 
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C 

COUNlRY 

DOI 

• SUBJECT 

ACQ 

SOURCE 

MORI DocID: 21512 

.. . 4 .... 
l ! r ..,. ••. .,. .... ..... ~. •• • ..•..• .. ·41 :,; 

MTE 26 1-'A'f !~71 
IN ;~1!'41 
fAGE 1 OF 8 °f.t~£S 

LAOS 

: 1967 A '17 APRIL 197L. .. ·--------.. ··:,:·-•::-=::=-::·. . . . 
REPOR_T_S OF ~VO AMERICAN. KAL~.-AND ... ON£:ftMERICAN 

. fEMALE HELD PRISONER .SY :iHE:-~p(;/~VA' NEAR •• SAR . . . . . ' . . . 
... ---. --.. ~ 

.. . . . 
NE'UA IN APRIL .1971.AND· IN THE LAO tiGAM AREA-,. - ._.: _____ ... _ .. , ....... . 

. . '. . • ··-. ·-----------·-
• ·-------·----·-·---- •·-·-----

.. . - .. __ _.. ........ _ . 

·•. .;· •· ·• :: iz • .. • •· -" • ' 

. ~~-;~~;.:il:~---~~---· 
. . . . . . 

- ~ 

·OF ·1wo AM~RICAN MAtES~7 0'N£:"""AMER-f(lA·N'~FEMAt£·:;_wERE~OBS£RVED..:.:~ . .:::;:_:~ .. ::W::-!~~_'!-'~"'~:.-:::.~=.~ ~~ . ' . 
. . 

IN CAPTIVITY UNDER THE--£-0-NIROt::of,:;p·AlHET ·t~o··-AND-=•NORtH°VJE - • __ .. -- • ·->~·'"'·~-:...:. -. .. 
: . 

NAMES£ GUARDS, THE. 197 LSIGHTING .. JOOK--·PLACE·· -IfL..BAN TONG ======= -~·:.!..!r.:..::.~.~.::.~~~~'"A..: .. ":-~ :_~ . . • . • : .. :· ·_: ": .. : _. . ' • , . . . • . \.J 
A V ILtAGE N,:AR SM~· .NEUA.:.:J-H:..-HoUA=PHAlf~ROVlNCE~-·:--.. TRt: EARL·IER---..&.:-. .-..: .. -·~7·::":--'-'! 1---· 

SIGHT ING occuRR~O iR-A-,.c~.E~·N~1.R---L°io-~G~AM-:-Just::.NoRTH ~or . .-.\: .... -~:-~~-;·::~:~~.::~~::--··., .. :·:::..;.~ 

THE eo~ovi-:11s PLAr~U .. IN...sourH·L-Aos;·::-~:p~·,s1c1it"·oE"!rCR1pt10Ns·-· · - "·· •. ·: :: ::?:···: •• , ,. J •:· · 

AND DEl A IL S SURROUND UG TH£ lR ~·cAPTUR£:~AND:·sos--sE·Q"\J£"tn "·Coth .- • .:.-· _: - • -···::~-· :~·-r--
F'IN£KENT ARE PROV Ib.E0.7':.END.:.OF~UEKARY·-· ____ _ . ·••-• .,. ... ~ ..... . ... •.•-· .. · .... -;. . . 
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-C 

OCT. 29.2001 A 

--- • 

10 August 1992 

Possible POWftmA.-Assoeiared Markings in Southeast Asia 

Introduction 

This informati on was prepared by the Central Intelligence 

Ageni::y for the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs. ·It is 

a summary of CIA analysis performed in 1976, 1980, 1981 , and 1992 

of areas in Vietnam and Laos where markings on buildings ana 

terrain were evaluated as evidence of possible links to US 

POW/MIAS in Southeast ASia. 

JU1y 197~ 1\,nal.yois of I>Ong Manq P~ison camp, North Vietnam 

The prison is located at 21-04- 00N/107-07-lSE, approximately 

26 kilomete~s west-northwest of the port of Cam Pha • • It is 

located in a· secluded area at the base of the foothills abQut 1 

kilometer north of Dong Mang and 2 kilometers north of ROute 183. 

Althqugh we were unable to find any conclusive evidence that 

this prison ought contain ,unerican POWs, there are several unique 

features in this prison that differ from other known Vietnamese 

prisons, · It is secluded in a relatively remote area and has an 

access control point ' on the road leading to the camp. Walls 

within the compo~d ,physically and visually segregate the 

prisoners. The visual segregation of prisoners indicates it is 

C 

EXHIBIT 

{J 
. - ,.. . . 1 

fec,e_.(,y~ ~ /v\~Vf- , 
~ r C I~ ~~l'(l.f,t/ 

~ O)'}l,u ' ~ 
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(C l nJ < 1, :J..QQ. l 

Ac. 699

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 228 of 271



000233

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-2   Filed 10/22/16   Page 56 of 72

, : 

MOR I DocID: 121414 

CIA INTERNAL USE ONLY 

INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION CABLE 

cci'tiNTRY ____ L Aos·-· -- -- --···~--····-----·-

DOI 25 SEPTEMBER 1971, AND AS STATED 

SUBJECT ENEMY PRISONS IN LAOS 

DATE 5 OCTOBER 1971 

PAGE 1 OF25 PAGES 

1. -COMMENT. THIS REPORT UPDATES FOV-23,008, ISSUED 

IN MARCH 1971• SINCE THE ISSUANCE OF THAT REPORT, THREE NEW 

PRISONS HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED AND PRISONS AT THE FOLLOWING 

TWELVE LOCATIONS HAVE BEEN DROPPED FROM LISTINGS AS THEY NO 

LONGER MET CRITERIA FOR CONFIRMATION : QC 5729, RC 0788, TH 3886, 

TH 5891, VH 01.57, UG 955.5, Vr 9616, VF 9926 , lff 0823, WE 2125, 

WD 7884, XD 0838, XO 2179, XO 3047, XC 1606, XO 7788 AND XB 8405. 

THE LIMITATIONS OF THE TECHNIQUES USED IN COMPILING THIS REPORT 

ARE DISCUSSED IN THE FINAL PARAGRAPH. EXHIBIT 

GS-

700

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 229 of 271



000234

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-2   Filed 10/22/16   Page 57 of 72

/ 

Al lt1t i'l,-\JJ.U . ,\ L A.ltl-MJ.\'t.:> f~ 

}'7Dd--

7 / tu/ 01-
/J.).J_- ~) 

J- v--i~ ~ ~ ··,I"': , ~l ~ ZJ.- r.. w~~-..,1) It, ~ t-"r.l\ l J \, 

SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON POW/ MIA AFFAIRS ~-(> ~""-~ • ...__ 

INTERNAL MEMORANDUM 

TO: J W Codinha, Chief Counsel (FILE) 

FROM: Jon D. Holstine, Investigator 

SUBJECT: "Mr. Littleton" 

DATE: July 8, 1992 

Jf'- u 
Bill, at your instructions I called "Mr. Littleton" at 615/824-

2160, who had called about existence of US POWs in Laos in 1977. 
As it turned out, he has given us a fictitional name. (A nom de 
phone?) Seems an acquaintance of his volunteered in the context 
of a conversation on the topic of Americans missing in Southeast 

I 

Asia ( if I understood him correctly) that he knew there had been (/(f'..r D.ec ff? 
American prisoners in Laos because in 1977 he was part of a 
special forces team which penetrated Laos to photograph and plant 
listening devices near a supposedly empty prison or POW camp 
facility. It was not empty but heavily guarded includin anti
aircraft weapons. He said they saw and photographed 36 America7 and brought the film back. Said it wasn't a Rambo-sty e camp- but 
was heqvily guarded. He and 4 others on the mission took the 
photos and returned with the film, which they turned over to 
superiors and were sworn to secrecy on the mission. 

The informant provided us with the name address and phone number 
of the alleged former special forces man. Says the man was in a 
unit where they were required to perform assassinations and that 
the man suffered career damage because he refused to kill a 
teenager. .., / 

_) (.) 1 

Of importance: "Mr. Littleton," who is a busy beaver, tipped off ~ 
Ross Perot on this, and Perot had his people interview the man -
apparently two men in Dallas. 

Mr.Xis not anxious to talk about this. "Littleton" seems 
determined to get his story out. "Littleton " is an acquaintance 
of Hamilton Gayde n. I have X's name, address, and pho ne number, 
and will pass it on to whomever picks this up. It sounds like a 
Covert Operations matter. 

cc: Bob Taylor 
John McCreary 

EXHIBIT 
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REPROOlJCal AT THE NATIONAi. ARCHIVES 

:cCGE1Z, 

} -# 7 
~9 .7 .... "12'- ~~ 

MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: 

~o C.2DSOS 

Analysis of Surface Markings 
at Sam Neua, Laos (C) 

16 June 1 99 2 

REFERENCE: Letter to D/OCA, Same Subject, dtd June 3, 1992 

1. ~everal 
unusual -e a US Air 
Force escape and evasion symbol known as a "Walking Kilo"--on the 
ground west of Sam Neua, Laos. We are uncertain as to who may 
have made those markings, but recently completed analysis gives 
us a better understanding of how the markings were made, how long 
the markings may have been present, and what activ~ty ~ 
been going on concurrently in the surrounding region. ~ 

Wt. ol>·fau~ I . t7 ~ /n'lt -{1. '" f. ' '"" f. 4<-<.~, 

enabled us to more confidently determ.1.ne 
re at ve age difference between the USA lette~s 
Walking Kilo .. It also enabled us to make an 

assessment as to the method used to create the markings. Our 
analfsi~ ~ugg~~~~ ~?e followi~g: 

• The USA letters were newer by an undetermined period of 
time (but not more than a few 
Walkin Ki 

EXHIBIT 
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TASKER NUMBER_/ __ 9__._:f __ _ 
DUE DATE Lf ~ q 0--

REDACT -- . DECLASSIFY---..;.~-

DOCUMENTS REMOVED/iJMil:HG P Fl CIR TB ; 

~ e.,1A ~, d-~ _t?oV ,cin 
~, C.lA- ~J i ~O\) I~ • ·-. • 

3) ~I A---..~, 2 t iJ DV t91'S- . ~ 
'-I ) nae I J >- w iJth ~s I I '-I Apr /Cf7'·S 

DOCUMENTS 
- .. . . . . -REMOVED -- -~" 

NOT 
DECLASSIFIED 

EXHIBIT 
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flDo - 01 ;i. :· 
TASKER NUMBER L, 

DUE DATE ____ /o-----z...f) ___ ec.;:a:;.._z,Cf-=;l..;;....___ 

REDACT . DECLASSIFY1__ 

CDOCUMENTS REM'BEING ~IEWED: 

, o, p, J E R.i> - ?>ori /go ; v,D , & ])le ro ('+-~J PAf-__ 
~" 

DOCUMENTS 
REMOVED 

(~ 
~~ 

... .,.~ NOT 
DECLASSIFIED 

.-?&1< CIA 

Per Executive Order 12812 
•oisclosure ... would constitute a clearly ll'lfclrranted 
invasion of personal privacy of returnees. family 
members of rots and MIAs. or other persons. or would 

. . 
. ' . .• 

•• . s.:·, • EXHIBIT 
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• I 
~ 
I 
1 

i 

:'~l 
- l 

J 
1 
I 

;~ ~ 
:i 

.... 

to 

DJ ~ Ci.!~ 5 i On I, i t h ( 0, 1. [: ~ n ! : :, t C n I S ~':::_::A 
Clf Jf'OC C?era t5 on in Cc::-S0d ia 

•, .. , and other topics ·. \, ... 

Attending: 

F 
/.} 

Ccil , l-:atch arrived abou t 11 10 2nd said that he had not obtained 
to brief on t he Caobodia operation of JPRC . Col. Hatch 
2 list of and said that he Kou ld LOX the a~s~e r s . 

the s~me afternoon . 
r 

2 , Col, Hatch re rr.ained after the brc2bu of the hoj)ed for briefing,:. 
on t he Cambodia o;ierati on to discuss ,,.-i th ■■■a a &·aft .. cable· which 
SACSA "·as being asked by Air Force to h2vc sent to A,-;,eri can Em':lassy . ~ 
Vientiane . The cab l e requests in essence that the highest possible 
priority be assigned to collection cif intelli gence on A:..e rican Fi\'s '1-:ho 
r.:ay be he~d in L3os . . The cable reasons that since on l )' 3 Fl\"s from __ 
L2o·s are confinn~d held in NVN , therefore a ir.a jor effort should be fade 
to l ocate the re::;aining 227 ,,;ho a-:-e l isted as mA in L?.CS 2nd r.:ay still 
be held in Lacs', The· cable ad:noh' l ecge·s t hat these rr-en ;::ay be held 
in un2dmi tted ca.;:;ps i n Korth' Vietnam. The cab] e r.:akes no der.:ands and F 
no ~isstate~ents of_fact. --stated that he could see little 
chance for the cab le ca:.1sing any ~rea t ch2n&e in "·hat is being done in 
Lacs and l itt l e &.ance that it 1,·ou )d cause anguish or ;:isunde;rs t anding . 

3 . Ccil . ~at ch stated that the Joint Staff had noted an irnorove~ent 
in r ep0rting from Laos on Pi-I' intelligence since Col, !-fate.h ' s Yisit to H 
- on 1 Septer.i10e r 1 970. At . that tir,;e Col, Hatch discus~ed •,.-ith-

the r eply "·hi ch S . .!>.CSA ,.-a.s . sending to a 
Cl~CPAC cog,1aint of insufficient act5on by CIA_in Laos ; -~~e cor;;plain t t::" 
\, as based en talks at~ the !i!Onthly meeting . Spec1 ... 1cally, Col. i;.. 
l!;;tch stated that J oint Staff 'l-"2.s p l eased to note that ~had l) 
been com.11itted by \'ie:ttiane to the collection of P:\' intelligence . · • 

4 . stated to Co l, natch that to the best of his kno~ledge 
there had been no basic ch an&e in the opcratio~~ l proh l e;;-.s out l ined 
during the l Septer;.})e r vis it. ;;.N except that more ~;\'A troops are now 
being capt~Ted ~nd debriefed . We believed that the debriefing of t hese 
ca;'ti\'eS cciuld be :ir.,proved a.;id Kould prov1de additiona l insight into 
the l cic.=.t i ori .;nd t :reatnent of p1-.·s. 

EXHIBIT .. 70 
- -- - - .. _ ---- - - •• .__,_ . - ---- . . 

Apprgxed for Release 
• Date :e{3_ -:]"1.,1,, t ~ -. 

F 
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f 
' ' . ; 

COUi~TRY: LAO~ 

DOI: 1 FEBRUARY l967 

081Lt22Z OTf TDCS -:314/0~071-67 

DIST. I APRIL 1967 

SUB,IECT: VISIT OF SOU?J'.AIIOU'IOIIS TO THf. E£ AP:ERICAIS HELD IN • i 

A CAVE ON 'fHE K:HEI VONG IN HOUA PHAN PROVINCE 

SOURCE: 

1. 
• . , \ 

ON ~ F.ESRUARY 196-m\~t·]ATT~NDE~ A CEREMOP:Y )fil.0 

-.. EXHIBIT 
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. . ... . . 
. . .... • - ·: ·.• . ... ...... ..... - . ·· • • . . -_:~ .. ~· . . ·: :·.:: .. · .. ~ 

. • ttu <V>f 1935) IN l!ARCH .DC&. ..D THE SOURCE • • · · : · .: : .. :·· 

:: ·-<-·-icoRRECTID • H~-~ \:~t1·~ ~.~~SSEP!iNAn:o·· u ~,1\~¥!?. ~-:.::_·/ >- .•. 
. . ~ .. , ·. ·, .. ·. . • . . • : •• • •' •• . . . . . . - .. .. ~ .. . - . ·-. " --. .-:. ~-. . . . ·- .... ~:-~•: .. . 

. ·-· . . THERE ll!Rt ·TWO Pnors JJ!PIISOIIED IEAR . THE ,Jl)UEI .VONG •• > TJ<! • ••• ...• -~ 
: . • • • . : . . . • •• • . ,.-- .. .. •"- • ·: . .;·.":1'-J-·- ;_ . . . . . .'• : \S",,•• · ~ t1• 

: ~ • . cr.REMONY .VAS HEl.D OUTSmE OF TEE CA'n.VHUE THE ·Am1cANS • • ... ~: ....... / ·~ ~-~ 

. ·_ •• / ·_w.ER£. IMPRIS?ND> • . - -~018 VIT~ o·o·~ -VILLA~EJtS~ · -HA~ BCH~~- \>::-;~:.. . 
·. -:: · INVITED to· Ml:'tT t~ " 1111-1 .. •- ; • · : ·_ · .:::•,.,:·-· ;_ .. : ·: .·: . • •. • ;.-. ·.~.:•:::·'. '.. '." • 
' •. . - n• ""1-.A .......,. . . . \ . • . . . • . • •: ... ! . • " • .:.: . ,.H:..:.., '! 

~ :. _·:, ·2_ • • ACCORDING t1lllli~ OF~ At-.ER~~~~· VAS. SM~~: ·· • •'('·::.·.·::( .. . ,, . . . . 
f • • A!30UT TH£ SIZE OF A LAO. THE SECORD VAS aALD OR BAU)ING, AND 

J •• • .• THE THIRD HAD A CREW CUT AID HADY ARMS· AND CHEST .. ---• • • :.· 

• ~ULD -~~OT ~E~£!'1B!R ANY ~AJ!ES. ~COfi!MtNTa alico~o 
J HOT IDENTIFY ANY .OF THE Al!ERICAIIS IN PHOTOGRAPHS SHOWN --Hil'J.) _ 

j • .. • .. _-3~ ,_SAID THE Al!ElUCAli_S st!l!El> TD Bt ilAPPY .IUIJ) CHttRFIJL 

f .. . . A~"O IN _GOOD H~TH • .. THEY Vl:n NOT TI!D OR KANDCUFF~ • . , THEY_ 

I J0)(!D AND SMILto Vla:N THEY TALID> VITH SOUPHANOUVONG. ONE. • 
' 

II • • OF T~)! TAPPED- ON TI£ SACX .AND SHOOK_ HIS .·HAND • . .•. . •. 

• . _4~ -~OUNTID ~2. XHA GUARDS SURROU~"OING Tff!: MERI~ANS. 
. . 

H! COt·i~ENTD:> THAT ?:<IRE ARE USUALLY gANY PL TRuOPS IN THE AREA . . . . . . . ;... . 
. At!O.THi\T S'OHE' HAVE VEH1CL£S, THE IOAO TO THE PRISON IS RqU~H . 

ANO PASSES THROUGK ¥000S. •· . .. . ·.. . • . . . 
• ·, ..... ozsstM:- STATZ AR1iY AI~ usr.Acv 7TH AIR • 

. . . ·. . . . 
. • ••. : . • -. ' • ' 

, ~ . . . 
, ... -. : ~ . . .: -: . • . : : ~· . . '- -: -~ :; •• '.; ·r . ... . : . .' :: = . .. · ..• ·.. .. . 

• • • ...,;._~ "' -;.:..< --: · • . = ;:..·. ·:· . ~ .- ~:1' ... -.· .' ... -. 
: · . • ,· . _ ..,,. _-: ~7 .. ;,,.: .,,! ., .• . _ .. _; . -:'. ,,. . •• · · •' - · -
.. . .. -·. ~ . .....:. ~ . - .- . .. . -: . . . ~. •.• : .. · • \ ' •. ·- . .. . .. -

·r 

. . . . . -· • . 

. ·• .. .. 
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SON TAY RAID 

TIMETABLE OF PLANNING 

1. Mid-May, USAF intelligence that prisoners were at Sen Tay. 

2. 5 June 1970, SACSA J-3 briefed JCS and recommended feas
ibility study of rescue. JCS approved. 

3. 10 June, 12 man feasibility group formed. 

4. 10 July, feasibility group briefed JCS that rescue attempt 
possible and presented concept of operations. JCS approved 
concept and directed commencement of detailed planning and 
training. 

5. 8 August, Joint Contingency Task Group (JCTG) formed . 
BGEN Leroy Manor, Commander. 

6. 12 August, SECDEF briefed and approved program of intensive 
training and rehearsals. 

7. 20 August, training began. 

8. 28 August, training and operations plan completed. 

9. 16 September, COMJCTG briefed JCS plan was feasible and 
force would be trained and ready 8 October. COMJCTG recom
mended mission be conducted i1 October. 

10. 24 September, SECDEF and Dir, CIA briefed . Approval was 
deferred pending word from higher authority. 

11. 8 October, COMJCGT briefed the Special Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs; it was d etermined to 
delay the operation until Novemeber . 

12 . 27 October, Cha irman, JCS approved deployment of JCTG 
to SEA . 

~ 

13. 15 November (approx), JCTG completed deployment to SEA . 

-·-·-- - ... . 

14. 18 November , 'final authority to COMJCTG to conduct mission. 

15 . 20 November, mission executed. 

EXHIBIT 

i 7 d-

r 
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- REPRODUCED AT THE NATiONAL ARCHIVES 

THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINCION, 0 C 10)01 

MEMORANDUM r'OR GENERAL BROWN 

THROUGH: LT GENERAL SMITf. ) 

Subject: Information on Son Tay Raid 

29 -1:dJ 1976 

-

1. In response to your questions, the attached timetable 
provides a chronology on Son Tay which identifies who made 
the various decisions and when. Detailed decision and 
intelligence data is not available in JCS documents, as 
the entire Son Tay affair was kept on very close hold b~sis 
to the extent that decisions were made in Executive Session 
only and no record was kept of the meetings. The only 
existing official document on Son Tay is. the commandsr' ~ 
report on the rescue operation itself, which does not 
include the planning and approval process. 

I 
2. Air Staff Plans research concerning Son Tay raid plan
ning and information from members of the p·ianning <jroup· 
that existed in 1970 reveal that during the early stages of 
the Son Tay planning effort (approximately May 1970) it 
was learned that the monsoon was dominating the mountain 
approaches to Son Tay and that it would not be possible to 
bring a formation across the mountains at low altitude 
until the weather had broken. Thus, from the beginning, 
the planning group was working towards an October window 
as the very first time when the weather would permit low 
altitude approaches using the cover of the mountains into 
Son Tay . Their notes indicate -that the decision was made 
to begin intelligence gathering and the detailed planning 
and prepar ation needed in order to get the team to ~axi-
mum proficiency by the t ime the October window-· would appear. 

3. With five months' l ead time, it appears that every 
deliberate effort was made ·to e nsure that the task gr-e-up - ·-- - ••• 
was completely prepared ·and had every advantage on their 
side to ensure the very best chance of success. In doing 
so, innovative tactics and procedures were developed, and 
new concepts for weapon application, integrati_on oJ the • .. .., 
air and ground team, and communications were developed 
specifically for the Son Tay raid . Throughout the planning 
and preparation for Son Tay , extensive efforts were made to 

710

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 239 of 271



000246

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-2   Filed 10/22/16   Page 67 of 72
REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL.ARCHIVES 

\ 

gather detailed intelligence data on the compound and adja
cent areas. The 170 practices to which the News and World 
Report article referred represents the grand total of all 
ground assault practices from small element walk-throughs 
to integrated rehearsals. There were only 10 to 15 ful.l 
dress rehearsals. Approximately one third of the practice . . 
sessions were accomplished during the five week period ~ 

between being ready (8 October) and deployment (15 November), 
which resulted from delay in mission approval. 

4. The Son Tay operation may well have been an important 
contributor to the ~-lie"'- capability to conduct ~he -c,.,:;;--p..·-

. operation. A few months after the Son Tay raid, 
several of the participating officers gave a detailed 
briefing to °l:>f....P. military personnel. Review of media 
accounts of the "I>~ operation points out some remarkable 
consistencies between the ~ operation and the Son Tay 
raid, although, admittedly, many standard raid techniques 
were used in both raids: 

a. Both raids employed three main assault groups to 
secure the prisoners, shoot the guards , and prevent rein
forcements from approaching the area. At "'l:>~ , one of 
these groups also destroyed the MIG aircraft to insure that 
the raiding party could not . be pursued. 

b . During ingress to the objective a r ea , both operations 
used terrain masking. The 'J)P?rf"-. , however, had less low 
altitude electronic equipment aboard the aircraft, and we do 
not know which portions of the route utilized airways. 

c. 

~--- - .. . 

d. Both raids used cover aircraft as much as possible. 
The ~,~ used F-4s to protect the primary aircraft from the 
D-~ threat for approximately 130 miles south -l:)~ 

both departing and arriving . The Son Tay raid 
utilized various aircraft to protect the raiding party from 
any hostile aircraft. 

2 
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e. Deception and diversion area techniques were used by 
both raiding parties; however, accurate details on the : 
operation are not yet known . Newspaper reports assert that 
the first two 7)1'?r.P.. aircraft ::;>tn-f\ were disguised 

'br-~ It is also reported that the first--two 
"br,-'17\ gained access to the airport through normal radio 

transmission techniques 

,. The Son Tay raid 
used a diversion area firefight a short distance from ~he 
prison compound and a major flare drop over Haiphong in order 
to mask the arrival of the helicopters. 

f. In each operation, one aircraft was detailed to 
remain on the ground for a short period -::h~ •• • 

to monitor the scene after the other 
aircraft had departed, . to insure that .there were no stragglers 
or other survivors remaining. 

g. During the preparation phase, attack units for both 
operations practiced on a mock-up of the objective area. 

h. Both raids timed their arrivals based on moon position 
pA-Tl\ 

i. Numerous alternative and contingency plans were pre-
pared for each operation, i.e., alternative missions for assault 
elements to enable flexibility during actual operations. Destruc-
tion of the MIGs l=>,<>r-r-A was not preplanned according to 
media reports, although the oA- ~ briefed otherwise. 

5. In spite of the similarities in the assault phase of each 
raid, the circumstances surrounding each operation are markedly 
different. The t ,.,--r- assault teams had operated together on 
at least two other operations, and they were already practiced 
in the basic skills and tactics of raid-type warfare . Thus, the 
~1,Tl\ rnili tary were capable of rutting together a plan on ----- _ .. . 

very short notice when the y were confronted with a "now or 
never" situation. They were aided immeasurably by the receipt 
of accurate intelligence data 

~ --.f'--
I 

Because there was no immediacy in the Son Tay 
operation, the planning and preparation was carefully done over 
a five -month oeriod . Another sianificant asoect is pertinent : 

the 
US NCA only became aware of our Son Tay effor t after we had 
developed a plan and had trained our force . 
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6. In response to your direction, CINCRED has developed a 
draft of JCS OPLAN 0300 on this type of unconventional warfare 
operation, and is planning t o br i ng it to Washington within 
the next two weeks for coordination. -7. 

/.l-1/;fc. 
COLONEL RENSHAW 

4 713
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THE JOINT CH --S OF STAfT 

MEMOIUlNDUM 

9 Septembe 1970 Date ..... ....... .. . ................... . 

Brigadier General Blackburn 
To : ................. ............ . . . · · · ···· ···· ·· · · · · ·· ····••••••••• •• 

THRU: Colonel Gibson 
Subject: US PWs in Laos ( S) 

v'- ~ 
1 . The attached message a reply, to a 

CINCPAC recommendation fo r Washing ton level 
effort to bring about a reordering of 
priorities in the t raining and targe t ing 

'DA~- -Y 

2 . Coordination has been obtained from 
·i-J"""-~ • DIA (Capt ~arr is) . 

3 . Recommended Action: Sign and d i spatch 
attached message to CI NCPAC. 

t . z,.A_ 
EDWARD E. MAYER 
Colonel , USA 
Chief , Spec ial Opns 

Div 

Prepar ed by : ~ 

Lt Col D. C. Hatch, USAF ~ 

Special Operations Div (J - 39 !9 

Ext : 55805 

EXHIBIT 
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VV VZ CZ CM LT 13 3 
MUL T --·· ··---. 

REPRODUCED FROM THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

NAT10NAL MILITARY COMMAND CEN~'!1 

MESSAGE C~NTER _ f; 

I I/ ;:-,t; \,,,vlth-v>'•·> ,r, .r 1/ /1--1' ,. i • • 0 \' . 
? ,qf.w- ij_,f ~ '? o s V 

------ ,. I 
• ~fr./ 

. . --- ·-..... °"' 
~~T.lON SACSAC03) 

'-....ll.lSTR CJCS~05> DJS{03) 
(026} 

YY/f-·1·1~ air, R/ 'I .,.It )M 81961 / n • t/ • I r.':/(1 coR co PY 

J3(12} J5(02) RF-· -·· • / J / 

A DV D I S TR NM C C : DD O C 01 > 
TRANSIT/260357Z/260543Z/001:46TQR2380452 
DE RUHHHQA #3395 2380353 
ZNY 
R 2603522 A.UG 70 
(M. ClNCP,AC. 
ro FfuEK.JCS/ JCS 
INFO RH~SMVA/COMUSMACV 
BT 

.. 
. -

., 
C:JPY N~ • ____ ,.,. 

U ~ S >- PR I SON ERS OF WAR .IN LAOS .. ( S > . 
A f; JO INt 't:10-ROrwfi>"E EVASION AND ·es CAPE MANUAL DATED 1 AUG 67 
B~ CINCPAC 0522042 JUN 70 
1: REF A CONTAINS BASIC POLICY, DOCTRINE ANO GUIDANCE ON EVASION 
AND ESCAPE cE&E) FOR MAJOR COMMANDS AND UNITS OF ALL THE MILIT:ARY 
SERVICES. REF 8 CONTAINED INVITATIONS, AND A PROPOSED AGENDA roR 
22-24 JUN JO INT PERSONNEL RECOVERY CENTER C JPRC) , E&E CONFERENCE 
iN SAIGON AND UDORN. 

fT _J' J - - -
I 
~. 

=• ... 
. TO DATE; THE MEAGER 

AND IN MANY CASES OUTDATED PW CAMP I Nf"ORM_A_T_I_ON-HAS BEE.N "SPI N•OFr" 
F'ROM ROAD AND TRAILWATCH MISSIONS. ONCE ENTERED IN THE LAOS Rjt 
_p EJ EN TT O N , f AC I L I T I E S ► L I ST , THE LO CA T I ON OF A R E P OR TED S I G HT I NG MAY 
PROVIDE THE ENEW!/SANCfU"ARIE5 THAT WILL REMAIN FREE FROM AIR AT1-ACK FOR 
UP TO THIRTY-SIX MONTHS. A TIMELY AND AGGR SS Q W-UP 
PW S I G HT I N G RE PO R TS WO D HA • 1 N TH Q S §.. ... 
CA . CH F' OL LOW-UP CO "f I RMS TH AT I HE RE A RE 00 PW'$ IN TH,E 
~~EA, HIGHLY LUCRATIVE ENEMY IARGFIS CAN BE RE-OPENED TO AIR STRIKES. 
4; ALL A TT EN DEES AT THE SA IGON/U DORN MEETINGS WERE IN AGREEMENT 

THAT FIELD EFFORTS SHOULD. BE INTENSIFIED TO IMPROVE THE PRODUCTIVITY Or 
E&E/JPRC OPERATIONS. HOWEVER, IT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED THAT 

PAGE 1 
~CTION: $ACSA(1)1 GEN BLACKBURN 
D131~: CJCS(5)2·6 ADM MOORER DJS(1)7 GEN VOGT J3(1}8 GEN ZAIS ( 3 JS( 1)9 ADM WEINEL FILE( 1) 10 _ JRT/BHL 

~ o, 
]CS FILE CQp_'i 
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REPRODUCED FROM THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENT~R 

MESSAGE CENTER 

81961 

ACJ_I ON. B~ __ UND~_~TA~E~ .. -~!. WA_S~!_t~4lQ~·Lb.[Y.§l:_._t NAN EFFORT TO ij_~l_f\G __ .A80.IJ.L.A.. 
RE~ DER I NG OF PR I OR I TI E$ .. I N ... J.~ ~ __ T~ _A_U.JJN.~--.:.:..·.·= __ _._ .;-;.: .. ___ _' _ __ -·-· . 

TO MC RE EFFECT IVEL Y ACCO.ti.Pk lS..tL.T.tf.~ ... ?.U.f f .(;~g:l}_L .. I DENT .i F"i°CA i'T6N ~ 
ASS i S7 ANCE AND RECOVERy OF U i S. PW r S IN LAOS.. • ••• ·-····--. • - • ·-• 
GP:_ i -- . . .... ··--· - ....... .. ... . .. .. . .. . ........ · ········ -. ·-··---· -·--·-· . - ..• 
BT 
#3395 
ANNOTES 
RECIPIENTS VIA AMPS PRINTER SHOULD STAMP THIS MESSAGE "LIMDIS -
EXCLUSIVE - IVY TREE. D ISTR IBUT ION SHOULD BE LI Ml TED TO ONE COPY, 
BE BY NAME,AND BE DELIVERED IN A SEALED ENVELOPE. 
REF 8 rs 44578 
NUMBER COPIES 
.45 229 

PAGE 2 

,.,. 

..... 
·,I 

1 

00 011010 
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!· 3/23/20\6 (13 unread) - carolhrdlicka - Yahoo Mail 

+ Back to Message 1973 Message Traffic Hrdlicka ... 1 / 4 

Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 VIENTI 06677 2712232 

4S 
AcrJONEA-14 

Message Text 

INFO OCT-01 TSO.OO orw-01 CTAE-00 DODE-00 PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 1,03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA--03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC03 

SS-15 USIA-IS ACOA-19 l0-15 NIC-01 EUR-25 NEA-10 

SCS-03 SCA-01 DRC-01 /162 \V 

077088 

R 271046ZSEP73 
FM AMEMBASSV VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6011 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY SAIGON 

JCRCNKP 
CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTJ AL VIENTIANE6677 

E.O. 11652: GOS 

TAOS: MOPS, CASC, LA 
SUBJECT: CONVBRSATION WITH PHOUN SIPRASEUlll RE POWS AND MIAS 

I. SINCE PHOUN SIPRASEUTH, SECOND RANKING LPFDELEOATE NOW IN 
CHARGE OF LPPREPRESENTATION, TS LEA VINO FOR SAM NEUA SEPl'EMBER 
27, DCM CAUED ON HIM LATE AFTERNOON SEPTEMBER 26 TO RBTERATE 

USG VIEWPOINT ON POW/MIA ISSUE. DCM EMPHAS17.ED AGAIN IMPORTANCE 
USO ATTACHES TO EARLY CI.J\JUFICATION OF FA TE OF AMERICAN POWS AND 
MIAS IN LAOS AND ASKED HIM TO CONVEY nos MESSAGE TO LPP CENTRAL 
COMMTITEE lN SAM NEUA. PHOUMT VONOVtCHIT, THE SENIOR LPF 
NEGOTIATOR, RETURNED TO SAM NEUA ON SEP'TEMBER 20. 

2. AFTER EXPRESSING OUR SATISFAcnON WITH nm CONCLUSION OF 
RLG-LPP NEOOTIA TIONS ON SEPTEMBER 14, DCM CALLEO PHOUN'S 
ATTENTtON TO ARTia..E 18 OF THE PROTOCOL DEALINO WlTiinlE RETURN 
OF SOLDIERS AND CtVn.lAN PERSONNELCAP'llJRED AND IMPRISONED 
DURING 1lfE WAR ANO WITH THE SEARCH FOR PERSONS MISSING DURING 
THE CONFUcr. DCM POINTED OUT THAT PHOUMI VONOVICHIT HAD ASSURED 
US IN PREVIOUS MEB11NGS THAT ONCE PROTOCOL NEGOTIATIONS WERE 

CONRDFN11AL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE02 VIENTI fWi77 271223Z 

COMPLETED, LPF WOULD SCRUPULOUSLY CARRY OUT PROVISIONS. DCM 

Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

EXHIBIT 

I 
https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.rand=cnovkjbs4hch4#9496794002 2/2 717
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{ 3/23/2QJ6 (13 unread) - carolhrdllcka - Yahoo Mall 

+ Back to Message 1973 Mssage Traffic Hrdlicka ... 2 / 4 

Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

POTl'O"ED OUT TI-IAT ACCORDING TO ARTICLE lll(C) OF THE PROTOCOL Tl{E 
TWO LAO PARTJFS WERE BOUND TO PROVIDE INFORMATION wrrHIN 15 TO 
30 DAYS, COUNTING FROM THE DAtE OF SIGNING OF THE PROO'OC'OL. ON 
1HOSE CAP11JRED AND IMPRJSONEDAS WEI.LAS A UST OF NM~ OF1HOSE 
WHO DTED IN CAP'IT\TIY. SINCE POWS HROUCKA AND DEBRUIN HAD BEEN 
SEEN AS POWS BUT WERE NOT 'IURNED OVER TO US AU'fflORITIP.S IN HANOI 
LAST MARCH WHEN !I AMERICANS CAPTURED IN LAOS WERE RELEASED, WE 
WOULD NOW EXPBCT CLARIFICATION OP THEIR FATE IN UNB WI'lll 
PARAGRAPH J 8(C) OP PROTOCOL. DCM SAID THAT BY 14 OCTOBER (I.E. 30 
DAYS AFTER PROTOCOL SIGNATURE) WE WOULD HOPE TO HAVE WORD ON 
AMERICAN POWS ff1U. HELD BY LPF AND THOSE WHO DIED tN CAPTIVITY. 

l. DCM mBN EXPLAINED OUR KE.EN DISAPPOn-incENT' WITH NORTH 
VIBTNAMESBfAILURE TO COOP.ER.ATE WITH US AUTHORlTIES ON MIAS ANO 
1HA T \VE SCNCEREL Y HOPED LPF WOUI.D ADOPT A MORE POSl11VE APPROACH 
TOWARDS nns PROBLEM. DCM SUOOESTim TlfAT ATITl'UDE I.PF ADOPT ON 
POW/MlA PROBLEM COULD DEEPLY lNFLUENCE FUTURE USG-LPF RELATIONS 
AND WOULD ALSO HAVE IMPACT ON US CONGRESS WHOSE MEMBERS ARE 
SUBJECJ'BD TO GREAT PRESSURES BY FAMIUES OP MIAS AND WHO ARE 
RESPONSmLE FOR VOTING FUNDS FOR LAOS. 

4. TOFACILITATELPFTASK, OCMPOINTEDOUTTHAT ACC0RDIN0TO 
ARTICLE I ll(E) THE JOINT COMMISSION TO IMPLEMENT TI-IE AGREEMENT 
(JCIA), MAY REQUEST ASSISTANCE FROM THE ICC ON GA THERIN0 OP 
INFORMAn0N ON MIAS CP BOTH SIDES AGREE. DCM SAID THAT USG WOULD 
BE HAPPY TO HElP BOTH JCIA AND ICC IN SEARCH FOR MIAS. 

5. PHOUN REPLl'ED THAT LPF IS DETERMINED TO IMPLEMENT AU. 
PROVISIONS OF THE PRarocoL. INCLUDING THOSE SECTIONS DEALING 
wml POWS AND MIAS. HESAID THAT EXCEPT FOR EMMET KAY. LPF HELD NO 
OTHER AMERICAN POWS. ON MIAS. I.PF CfNIRALCOMt.llTTEE HAS BEEN 
GATHERING INFORMATION BUT PHOUN WARNE> THAT OF THE MORE THAN 320 
NAMES WE HAD PROV1D'EDTO LPF ON Al\f'ERlCAN MlAS 1N LAOS, LPP WOUU> 

PROBABLY 0NL V COME UP WITH INR>RMATI0N ON • A FEEBLE PERCENTMjE". 
HE AGREED TO CONVEY TO CerJRALC0MMITTEE OUR PRESSING CONCERN ON 
nns SUBJECT AS WELL AS OUR WDLINCiNESS TO HELP JCA AND ICC IN 
THE1R WORK ON MIAS. 

6. COMMENT: WE EXP£CT JCIA TO BE Ac:rTVATED WITHIN NEXT 10 DAYS. 
IT IS RECALLED THAT PROTOCOL HAS DESIGNATED JOA AS BODY WHICH IS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGEo., VfENTI 06677 2712:?lZ 

TO RECEIVE INFORMATION FROM BOTH SIDES ON POWS AND MIAS. IF JCIA 
IS ACTIVATED WITHIN EXPECTED TIME FRAME AND PROVISIONS OP PROTO
COL ARE RESPECrat>, WE SHOULD RECEIVE FIRST INFORMATION ON PO\VS 
AND THOSE WHO DIED tN CAM'MTY BY OCTOBER 14. 
WHITEHOUSE 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Declassified/Released US "'"""':- ............. --• ~• ... •~ EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 
El. @. 

https://us-mg5.mell.yahoo.com/neo/launch? .rand=cnovkjbs4hch4#9496794002 2/2 
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•~-·-----·- ••• -----
!, ··::.\·. ~•f:·:.·. ~- {_-\· ,< i •• 

• • ', ••• ,J :· ,; • • .. • • 1:- .... ~ . 

::;- ·./ TRANSMITTAL "RECEIPT 
# H .. ::~9'.~ :. ·- .-.-.;,.·'- ·- -- ·,•.:·,~· .. --:•. ••• -.:.~ :.:_... • .... : • ,' ~. 0. 

DATEt 02/12/93 :>:r~·., ",:: =--·:·.~::- ·. •.• .~: ... ··.12 D:CL~ 
• • • f •• • • : \ • .._ • I • •.,: •-, ••••' • I' • •. • , ' 

Mem:Oimi~; \ruuER/, , ·• · • · · • · 
Fi'!M: on'ICE OF ~ sa:tmTf 

·s~OPmBSENATE 
PJXM S-407 ·· • : '· .•• · .·: 

• · • ~ CAPrIOL 
···.·~, 0: 20S10 

a::N ------ ..__ ~---
1. OSS-92-5173 [l] .~06000614i ·~··s· =- •• ~ s·ss 

FnES PERrAJ:NllG 'IO .AL SH!N?U(U) 
2. OSS-92-5076 [l] .ERMS40600059500 S l 

RESPCINSE 'IO RmlEST ~ 22 r:x:x::uMENI'S RE: N:~'i'H r U \ 

2 

EXHIBIT 

I 
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April 14, 2011 

David Rybicki, AUSA 
555 4th St., NW 
Washington, DC 20530 Ref: Hall, et al vs CIA 00814 HHK 

Dr. Mr. Rybicki: 

Attached are three PNOK privacy waivers not previously submitted because the 
case was already in litigation. They are now given/provided, even though the cases are 
part of the POW/MIA "Vietnam War PNOK "YES" Casualty List Names of Family 
Members" who authorized the release of all information to the public on their unreturned 
family member; Because the CIA unreasonably pretends they cannot identify a POW or 
MIA because there could be someone else with the same name that was also a 
POW /MIA. I hope the above information is helpful to the CIA in their pursuit of 
POW /MIA documents requested. 

Hugh M. Fanning, USMC 
Loss Location: N. Vietnam 
Service# 090858 
Aircraft: A6 Intruder 

went missing 31 Oct, 1967 

SS: 466-68-4903 
DOB: July 12, 1941 

Capt. Peter Richard Matthes, AF went missing 24 Nov 1969 
Home of Record: Toledo, OH Date of birth: 03/14/1943 
Service: US Air Force Grade at loss: 02 
Rank: Captain Note: Promoted while in MIA status 
ID No: 272384192 MOS: 1053B: Pilot 
Unit: 41ST TAC ALFT SQDN, 374TH TAC ALFT WING, 7TH AF 
Incident Date: 11/24/1969 Loss Location: Laos 

Capt. Charles Joseph Scharf, AF 
Home of record: San Diego, CA 
Loss Location: N. Vietnam 
Service# 47305A 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Roger Hall 
8560 2nd Ave., #621 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Went missing O 1 Oct 1965 

Aircraft: F4C 
ss # 561-44-5885 

EXHIBIT 

16½ 
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.. 

_., DOI , 

: . . -

~ ACQ • .• 

. 
) . -., ' . . , . 
• ,. 

L-\ • 

:•i. OH 10 J_UNE ~9681T;O OF FOlffl Aftl:R!CAN PIU•TS HEJJ~ rR!SOt;ER 

IN THAM SUA CAVE AT.VH 193~64, sour~ or flAN WAKAY ~EUA IVH 1965/, 

. . .• 
. . . 

11 MOUA PHAN PROV 111ct; uos, vERE ~E.fit to KANO 1. t!Crcni ~ 1£TNA.-.. PRIOR . . • . 
TO BEING S£Nr·r6 HANOI,· ON£ or 1H£ A~ERi~AN PJLOT~--~~~,tM}~EO_A,. 

.a..• - J- .. .. - - _. - - •·- -- - - ._,v uc_a • .,,,...,...,.wrca • 
A:1 OlDZR fSAN, KILLED TitRtE NORTH v'"ti-:THi\i,Ji:S£ ARMY /N'/A/ roto lERS • 

· -=e-r=- ...., ,:a,-- ,..,. - - ,-,, = __, - « +a no ..., • 

VHEN THEY ATT£MPi£D TO INTERROGATE Hlft~~ -THE ELDER PJLa1T it:FUS£0 . • ; . . . 

-
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.IN ISJ07 

"IDCS •)l,./ODDSi•iS 

.. . •• • •. • , 
··-a::re::.::•11.,.."'::::aft::.--~·---··t';.1.•""';:.;;.,;:,;•"::;...."";;;":::;1.--,-■ -----------------------

1_, • • • ' •• - • • • 
., ,.. • .. • • - • • • • "\ II. ." -. -.. . 
, IOT tO COOPERATE AS VELL •. 1ME IILLING.OCCUJIRZD VHiN THE NORTH· 

~\•m:111A11tsi ananED TO CHA~ ~ PILCT TO A Dt~•-im civui:ui111it 

• . ·THE ·DESK OI HIS CAPiOJtS•AtfD BEAT THREE or THEll TO DEATH VITH THZ 
••• I • • . . 

~- CHA~I BEFORE GUARDS OVERPOWE~HIM.· FOLLOil:NG THIS ZHCI~HT, ii'.!: . . . . - . • . . . . -
V. ELDEJ PILOI AND ONE OF Tl'.E YOUNGE~ PJLOTS VERE SZHT TO HAHOJ. :'"r.E 

• 
•~!IEAS0.1 GJVDI FOR iHE TRANSFER VAS THAT 1)1E TWO PILOTS Vii£ CONS:~Zr.iD -- . . . . . . . ... -

• as· lNCORRIGIBLE CASES BY THE PATHEt· LAO Afm NORTH VIETNM!S!. - it 
I. . - • • • • 

•• .,. II WOT XNOVH lF THE OTHi:R AIZRJCAN PILOTS HAVE 8£.£:• TRANSFJ:JiP.!i> t~ .,..., ... 
,. ,, • . r , . . . . . . . . . . ~ .. - .. • 
. •. 101TH VJiTNAI FOR SllJLAR REASONS. 
~ . . .. . . . ... -···· .• . . • 
'. a. itlW1>fsm STATE AR"AY AIR US1A:V 7TH AIR FORCE CI:1CP,iC 

·: .- .• PACFLT ARPAC . . . . . 
. . 

: • .a • ..: • : ... , •• • : • .. ,,,. .... u ... -.. . . . . . . .. . . . . -·· 
• 

.•• 4 • . . . .. . 
•· • ., -- J 

• • • ' 'll 
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.. 
0 · ---:~·.:--_-----~--~---~-()--~ .···•.· ---~R~Ci~1-~--

c f ~ l;: Al • HU a LI G EN Ct .I.. c; I: NC'," • 

• 

• 

·-

IntcH~gence • Infor1nation Cable .. • 1N 

8 J.UGUST ·1967 

t\'ORTH VJCTN.\:-1 _7)o ! LJ ./:J/~ =...; • 
,. 

6 - 29 .AJLY 196"[ 

6.JILDlKi LOG.TCD ON R£0 RIVER 1$'._AND MIGHi" HOUSE At-1.£:RICAN P0\-15 

TO STAT~ : NO DIST~lruTION £X•:£PT TO TH01-~S L. h'UGHES 

TO DIA ___ ...... : rXCLliS IV[ fOR GrnERJ.L CARROLL ' : . , .. 

.... ' 

• . .i . . . 

...... . . . 

-. 

• 

r• t ,_ 

·- • . -_ _ f _- - · llERE .. IS A • s:1~LL W _1 l~ llfG c;.,: AN ~ S~D I~ ~~- RCO RI VER., JUST. 0£LO'.J·~~,. :;:~ ·. 

?:.i;:.. CvJ:,!:":R £~JOG:., ].p;•;~oxn!.\Tl:LY !-!Alf" WI,.'( ACKOSS THC RIVc::R. ·THE all LOl~G is· f£T~'E£N ••••• -· • 
. . l .. . -

[.o 1.1,: Bo f(CT LO·JG AliO ..AJST WIDC E~OUGH fOR n,'O ROWS Of CELLS WITH A COHRIOOR m TH£ • -. 
. .. ~ - '; ,. .. . . 

:-!IC:lLE. All THE: \./JNC(',/S ARt e:.f,;u:o. THE. BU ito·J ~~. 'is so :.oCAtrD 'niAT.s Wlf fl.E '°CROSS ,·,._'G TH£ 
. .. . ... . .•... •' ·.. . . . . . . 

::.~i~~, IT IS POSSIClf: fO 1.C".ii< INTO TUC fRONT COOR., W.·ilCH IS AlWAYS 0i"'O~ •• ~A CUA=ID HAS_ e:::e:,~· ~ 

;~~-~ f,.1 T~F. ():SK .Al!,i ,~ . .=: . .:.:: mt COOR [ACJ{ rw.c: TH~ aJILOWG HAS [FEN o::.~L,:Vt:O IN THE 

·. . . . . -~ -....... ,: -:. 

EXHIBIT 

9rf 
.. 

• --, ~ ,;,Jo}./ /0( SI YO£ 
• .-. • - .... • : • .. .- : - : •• _, :. . - •• ---· • ·: ... p 

·,anvEO)~ R(t~~ • •• • • ·.- • • .-.:-728
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1 • 

·, 
I 

., . 

··------·-- ·--··-·--- --·--------

0 --0 
IN 

TDCS •• DB -315/03134-67 . . -·, 

PAGI: 2 OF 2 f'AG~ 

• 

tt:,, ·"' cn, _-_ • . ;...,:.;..;,1:-. ______________________________ ....J.::=:.....--

& - 29 FLY 1967 ]',SRIOP. ~:Ol:)CENT. BASED OX THE ABO'/E 

OBSEn\'A'l'IONS. THE BUILDING APPEARS TO BE A JAIL THAT COULD HOUSE . I . . . . . 
ViU so:;ERS OF 'WAR. THE h'lJ):BER OF c1:LLs THEREIN IS U!\'K~OWN.) 

STI.T.E (A.lIB/_SSADOil BU.l'f,rnR, DEPUTY AMBASSADOR 2 • l-DI S:iE!i. 

1,0:~. _.)I.lTIC;.L COU!\Sl::LOR) . us~cv (GENERAL -WE$7:0mnr:LA?-.'D, GE!\'ER,U, 

1.!.st.ss_do:1 Km!.EP., CHIEF OF STAFF, .;-2; CINCPAC (AD~aRAL SHhRP Mc"D 

PQ].,AD 0. LY) _. 

• · · _.: ,,_ ..... ,, .... ·- .:: 
. . .. . -, . •. : .. - •\ .. .. 

:.·-· .· . . . . : 
-·· -· ·- ·-

.• 

• • 

.· , 

. ,. ..... . : - ..... . · :r. ... 

:; ~. "::· : . . -.. . - . - . ... -··-· . • . .... 

:. . s . . . . .... . . 

.... . . ·-.· . .. - . . . ..: . 

•. .. . -.. · "-~ 
- . . ... --

. ... . -.. ': -

. . . ,..... .. .,,,.. _, . --~-..... 
-~::.__ •♦·?;.·· ..- ... ~z-:•· .. ;_·~ .. •• 

• f . ' .... • • •"-- . -. .. .. _ ,. . .......... . 
. ~ • .;,:-: . ;. -~ - .:.. • ... -·· ": 

: ":.,- ·, · •~ .. • .. rs.. ~:-""' . 
~ .: ~ .._ - ..... ·- ·.·-··r • . . a. 

: .• c -J-i.. ·:,:_,,_..~ _: .• P •• ,4 .. _ -· ····-·· .. - ..... ..... _ .. . • 
. - ;:~:.c.. ·~ ~ - .... :t..;fJ . 

2 
l .. ,,.. 
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'~-
- ., .• ... . 

• ) . . . 

. SOURCI 
- . ..,. ."" 

1 • : ... 1 -~ MAY _. l 9 6 5 

._HE HOME Of GENERAL S ~,qKAPC .~C~ 
~--------:-.- -".' -

PILOTS I - Fl .. ~GlH..SUIJS. VI.It{ _T~~R.Sl G1lIA QF RA ! : R.~~OVED _ \.'£RE 

~ Ei NG · HELD UNDER ARM~D G~ARi i~ -t~E -GENERAL:s r• usE . THEY WERE 

NO T HAIIDCUFF"ED OH _OCi<ED ·up/. - GAV E THE .0 AMERICAUS 
p 0 

SOAP_, TOVELS, TOOTHBUSH!:S, MID TOOIHPASP!., TH:'. Pi LO T~_ WER E 
.. . . • •. . , ·· .. 

QUI E~ ND_LOOKiO WORRIED. ONt WAS TAL AND BA DING. THE OTHER, 
• . -.· .. . .; - ··-· . _ ... . . .. ,I,.·- -- ·· ·--· . .. ...:.. ... . - ... ·- - .. .. • ... . : . • • 

\:'~0 WAS ALSO TALL, HAD A HEAVY BUILD AND A ROUND FACEi! . • OR.~t:EASn1'r 
- _ APPROVuPJ~1n'::ltO ~L..) 

P.ate _S;L:..-'-~'------

EXHIBIT 
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... .. 

g ~53·; ·z· A R 6 

~HHEM BA Ssv · VIE T!ANE 

nt of State 

r.206282 

• • •••••u 

i SECST~TE WASH C RJOR)Ti 78 43 
fNrO AME MBAS SY At O PRIORITY 2071 DECLASSIFIED 

E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
9 i e R e ; · VI ENT t 5 NLJ 'l/-lf.:).b 

By~, NARA. Dare /-J~-6 
.. 

E:XDIS 

i D RI NG COURS E ?0 
olSCUSSlON MITH NOR~ 
COUNTER, HE HAD : s f[NT 
yERSATl ON : WIHI O {ET 

;;,, CHAN STARTE 
pRESS REPOHTS 
~E JOKINGLY 51-~;,J 
~HARGESo I SUG GES 
.--,GF.E AMU I NG o 

!\I 

SH R ENIN~, 1 HAD BRIEF 
VlETNA SE CHARG£• PRiOR TO UR rN • 
ABOUT ONE HAlF HOUR IN ERIOUS CON• 
Al'18ASSAOOR. 

- -- ~•• r, 

ONVEijSATJ0N BV REFERRtNG TO S~IGON° 
MAT·. HE AIJC.I . WERE · tN · REGUL.4R ·coNT•CT• 

E IS SuE JO I NT COMMUNIQUE DENYlN THEE· 
JOINT . 0 RE SS CONFE~- CE WOU DBE 

55t.2 S C' , Q ti -

• r 

JFTED To SUBJE T F p ES[ EN •s SPEECH, eur 
COULD REPL~, WE W£~~ JOl~t · BY APANE £ AMB~SSAuOR 

ANO . HE BY SOVIE T 1'1 lLlTARY 4TTAC C N CO F'iNED 1-f?S 
•NSWE TO S AY I NG TH T H i HAD HEARD ONI. V T 19:E' BC SUMMARY ANO 
1-1A o NOT s£EN THE ~uLL TExr. r DfftREr, ro s No ·HIM TEXT 
ijNGLl SH, FR WHICH HE THANKED MEo , ll SENT it AROUND To HIH 
TM S MORNI NG! 

4 A !HIS ' POI T, WE ERE JOI. E;) BY TWO JTISM f'RESS "TYPES, 
jN roRUM OBV OU LY HAO BE .OME TOO PU~ LIC FO ~ FURTHER ~js. 
r. USSiONo CHAN CONSEQUENTLV SHirTED TO A BANTERIN, LINE, 
~H•N~lNG ·us FOR or.:LIVERING AN F•i°I i TO THEM so THAT, •• ·v.-: c;OUU) ;. 

sT U lf \ .l,.T.. ELECTR ON C Y :r'Et-,• . HE , ASKED S:J.Vlf l TT c·H ~'Fl•H:Q._, • ... 
-- • • • , a,, , ~ 1 •, \" y I I ~ \.t \ ..-: ... .... ~..... 1' 

"r' : t ... • • ' ,, 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED W THOUT THE AUTHORIZ TION OF THE EXECUTI 

~70 88 731
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De ari ient 1 State 

PAGE" @z 'l'..l!~Nfl 0~5'f2 02~628! 

sDVIE TS HD Y.r REtE IV E A FU lL BRlEF ING 
SINCE co VERS~rr ~~ ~ AS o~~IOUS L, & UND TO 

SY 5TE • 
J 

aj;q'.).KE on:. i N s ARC~ OF l(A. 

s~ CC MME NT: IT SEE PR0BA8 E 7 
cRrET CONVf~SA TIO s ~l ~ C~AN WlL 

PRu~ PF.Ci~ pae ~jj" 

RluU>LY Hli-NP1 CAPPE ~ 

pA GE tJ ' J? S SS.:+~ S... E e -. 
pmt. 5 0f"1C: T J/11~ 3EC v se OF- V 
ltHI CH HAi r OCUSSED TTE~T. 
I C T T NE'~ ANY PUBLIC 

. £LP U~ SP£ 1ATO.e.5 • 

Arf ,~E.SS. seNSAT JV~AL JSk/ 
\J.,.s .. -NVN CDNT.i,,CiS HER E' IN 

A l.MOST sua~ T~ ~ AW UN° 
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Jit)V_,;24 0 535 --- . 

• 'EC 70P-: f bll/l 

COUNIR Y. I LAOS 

DOI a 4- MAY ·195~ 

SUBJECI 

ACQ 

SOURCE 

z SIGHTINGS Of TWO u.s. PILOTS CAPTURED ·ay PATHET.LAO 
FORCES IN SAM NEUA PROVI NC£ ' . . . . ' .. 

1 LAOS,. VIENTIANE C26 ,NOV~B!R 1971) FIELD NO. FOV•24-,53S .. 

a A RELIABLE SOURCE FROM 'THE DEBRIEFING OF .PATHEt ·l:;AO. •• .: .. --, 
CPL) RAtLIER (NANG) PHOM PHOMMACHANK. FRO.M_· 194')· to-·::-·. 
JANUARY 1970 PHOM. flORKED AS A NURSE 1-N·ttt-E POLITICAJ.: 
0FflCE OF TH£ SUPREME COMMAND HEADQUARTERS (HQ$) . 
CAVE. SllE. ;li3SERVEJ T_HE U. s. PILQj WHEN HE VAS BROUGHT 
TO THE CAVE. PHOM RALLIED TO A ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT. 
INFANTRY BATTALION ON s OCTOBER uni. (SEE PARAGRAPH 
6 FOR ADDITLONAL BI.OGRA·PHIC DETAILSo) SHE WAS VERY 
·cooP.ERATIVJ::. ·tHRO.UGHOUT _ HER DE.BRUFINGo SHE 1$- .-4 • 

UTfELLIGENT f\ND HttS GOOD RECALL OF DAt;ES A._ll. rEV:ENTSo 
SHE '1A$: ij<>.'t:A liE,M;a~8;, ,O:F lME L./\0 :P~OPL.E:~S,--iBA~l~~ • ,'HER 
REPORTING RELIABltlT-Y HAS NOT BEEN ESt,ulUS·H·~• ••• 

SU~MAnYo ON OR AR011i Jt t4AY 1965 A UoS. PILOT .. W~S CAPi°llRED' .. 
BY PATHET LAO "(PL) tfW0PS NEAR THE· PL SUPREME COt•lNANO HEAD• 
QUARTERS CAVE. HE \:IAS HITE- J.D AND THEN DETAINED AT 
UNKNOWN LOC T NS TN , !1J NEl A P \J Wli"~ ANOTHER UoS• PILOT 
\:IAS LATER CAPTURED IN THE VICINI1Y -o.F MUOt~G POUA AND B.ROUCUtT 
·l O 1 HE SA~lE DETENTION AR-EA. EHD SUCcU-1A?.Y •· 

1. ON OR ABOUT 4 ~AY ~1965 A U,S. PILOT WAS CAPTURED BY 
PATHET LAO <PL> !r<OOPS ON TJ-1.E THIRD DAY Of A BOMiUl\~ ATTACK- . 
IN Ml AREA .'\?PROXIMATELY ONE KIL.0METER NORTH OF THE PL SUPREME 
COMt-.AND HEADGUARTERS CHQS) CAVE, WHILE APPROXIMATELY TEN •• 
ti.s. JET AIRCRAFT CIRCLED OVER THE AREt, WHERE THE PILOT HAD.-· 
LANDED AFT.ER PARACHUflNG FfiOM HIS BUR~ING AIR.CRAFT , ... i\ . .U•So 
HEl..!COPTER AT! E!U'T.EIJ TO. RE.Sep£ HU1. PL S0LDJtRS t J:1.9.Jt~o 
CAF7.i~i\~D THE fILOT. BEFORE .T}:fr lttt::,,••.-,;,f.'iEc .1,fiiJU~ 1-H~ _Pl-LO.! 
'» AS OV Eii ..,.68 • I NO HES; I.ALL·, l•iEDI'.UM • SUI LD;t A ND. £!..EA'~; SMJW.£:tit.: ••• 
kE HAD I ·"' '!I . • ;;-_ AND. _ 1 ·,, !._ ~H COLORED • Rlu.ft •. ·1'.IE: ;tiJJ.\S 
BR uhT 10 THE PL SUPRENE CCM•lAND HQS CA\/E ANO TH-E-N TAKEN 10 
AN UNKNO~N LOCATION FOP. i NTEi-<ROGt\'HO~!.. THE lNTERROGAT:ro-N lifAS 

:;p .. j. PAGE ONE 

~ 

. 
- - - . ... 

EXHIBIT 

I Bg 
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, l 

PAeE·;;wo 

CONDUCTED oY A LAO WHO USED AS A.N INIERJ:JijEIER A FOREIG~ STUD~NT -

WliO SPOKE S~GLISH Al'li) WHO 'JAS oORRO~ED FROM THE NLHS CENTER~ • 

A'.FTER THE IlirERi<OGATION rH.E PILOT WAS DETAINED AT AN ·mnCNOWN 

LOCATION IN SAM -NEUA PROV! NCE-. • • 
"i;#" 

.. 

. . 
2. (FIELD COMti~~l: RAtL.lER B O U N .s O M PH0MMALA-K,·. . 

A FORMER ADMINISTRATIVE OFFlCEft;OF~ T]iE NEO l.Att HMCSAT .(NLHSL. ·-

CENr.ER. ~N SAM- NEUA_ PROVtN.C •• ~10:E~' ·r~o-:1;HE -Ul~ATION .OF Tit£ . . ..;.u..t0t,;,c_r-;/ _ 

i.ftc .. • .. _. _ - .. • _ _ _ •· __ ,AER-f·AL. ,PHOTOGRAPHSp v Pl· v--r:-v·t,..) 

NAtYSlS OF • P-H0TO R·APHY. o·· • · >.·~0:/·SEPTEfiBEff 197.l HAS. REVEALED 

A --~u~~ '. . ·. •'',,"'Ji~$ <;A~£- HAS aEEN PREVIOUSLY 

ID ENT IFiEO AS THE HEA 'Q:UARTER~.) • • • 

~ . 3. COLONEL C K A N. t1.: - K • O ·R,. ~T T,HAt. TlM~ D~PUTY : 

CHIEF Of THE P01..ITICAL OFFICE OF TH$ SUPflENi: COMt1·AND HQS AND. 

CHIEF OF Tll4t OfFICE•s P~·RS_OfJNEJ;. SEG,I;lf)~N,,. ~Aill JN A ·CA$-UAL 

CONVERSATION !HAT WHEN T:l!E PI,L0t WAS AS·l(EO ABOUT TACUCAL 

MILITARY INFORMATION, KE SAID HE K~~W :tio.rtti~~ . HE: TOLD TH£ -

IN1'ERR0GAT0R TO ASK THE .u.s. G0V·ERNMENT FOR THE· At.S-WERS TO 

t HOS£ QUESTIONS. liHEN' ASKED~ WHAT ;rs· WA$'.' taINJUNG. Al:5QUt WI°TH 

R_EGARD_ ._ TO HIS CAPT_ .. uR_ E_, THi P_. ~-'L· OT .S_A_ J_·_n .. ·._ $.--.U_A __ r -tt_a t_ii_· Q_UGH_ T MOS_TLY 
ABOLl HIS WIFE ANO. SON~ HE G~_VE~IS,l)~~-.is)}-&lt.~ SAID THAT· 

HIS ~o~ WAS 15 YEARS 91:,il:♦. CflE~D 1_qo11J1,~NT: ., 'CRl\,Nij"."KOlt IS 

PROBABLY IDENTIFIABLE: lilITH MAJ.OR· (CJ{A'N) KOR WH.OdiAS. lDENTIFt'EO 

~i. ~~::~;~~ a: i:~T~:~fi I~& ~re=l~:~NT:iR.g~-~*~iJN C~ARGE • -

4. TWO OR THREE MONTHS LATER ANOTHER U. s. PILOT WAS 

CAPIURED IN THE V-IClNI:TY OF MUONG P.OUA. <F.IELti COMMl-:NU ''14. -- l//f ~-,_,G.cf

MUONG POUA IS LOCATED .AT VH 2264.) CQLONEL CHANJ:l-KOR S.AID 

T HAf ltUS PILOT HAO BEEN HROUGHT T:O 'IHE SAME DENTENHON AREA 

AS THE FIRST PILOT.· (FIELD COMMEN'l'-t , ·PHOM. W'AS SHOWN P,HO'I'O• 

GRAPHS· Of APPROXIl•lA'IELY 30 'AN.t-Rl'.ciirn$. HiifttE OFF:ICIAL .Pow· •..• 
P:ittjr.QGRA'PH '800:K 9 HlCL.-. Jjp~ N._{t CAP:ri,A:N j)3,v1:gJ,ou11 (' • ~ ' ' 

lt R o . .L -1 c K A wtto cRAsJ{ED· i N •Mvw1 ::r·:_:_:-~ 1a:-,-~·,e,x 19s5 tN 

'1:' HE VlC ,N: T.Y O· · 'H'. ;0 : 5-9::.a: , ,_· ... ~P . .:T3 ".';-S}ii\RlES., ·' ' ••• ' ·,. l T O ·,ff.:. 

-MO .. CRAS'HED" nr AN:"RF'fCHC' AT:' (UG :g'.9Jl'e"3~. ror-1;:;~,~:J4Ay:· 19:6-5~ • s'Kt'. 

COUbD IDENTIFY NO PHOTQGRAP_ • J\S. THE lLOT S E SAW !:,N 1965. 

'sl HEN ASKED If ANY OF THE FOUR P,HOT0GR/iPHS 0-N, THE PAGE WITH 

MRDLICK.1' 11 5 PHOTOGRAPH LOOKED SU'.tl.LAJl ;to !HE PILOT SHE SAij, 

SHE GAVE A NEGATIVE REPLY. WliEMA~l<£Q tF ~hi' PH010GRAPH~ ON 

THE PAGE ·w1r H SHELTON·· S PHO'IOGRA?H RES·El4BLED THE PILOT:, SHE 

POINI.ED TO S~ELTON Bur SAIDT~X_'t'H!!: MJh1: S·HE- SAW HAD A "VERY 

·FL.AT NOSE BRIPGE ANO THAT \HHl.$: ~tt.EJ.:rQN'S H~IR A~'D FACE S.HAPE •. F -: 

W·ERE SIMil.ARa ,HE_ WAS NOT THE Pll.O! .SHE' R~MEt1d.EREO .. ) - ....... . 

5. ABOUT ONE MONTH AFTER !H,E SECOND PILOT, WAS CAPTUREO:t 

Pl. CAPTAIN KU - T H O N G, WHO YAS RESPOtSIBl.E F_C)R THE r .. 

IMPRISONED PILOTS, CAtt,E TO T~E SUPREME_ COMMA.ND HQS CAVE _ 

._AND ~AS OVEF(KEARD TO TEL4. S A t:1 f\ N,,>WHQ; AT THAT TIME \:JAS 

1Sf OF.PUT Y SUPREttE C.OMMANDER OF PL FORCES AND CHIEF OF' THE 

SUPREtiE COl1MMID POL.ITI·CAL OFF! CER, !HAt THE ·PILOTS WERE ijAVIMG 

D !FF!CUL!Y ADJUST! ~lG ro A D!ET OF LAO FOOD., SP:t-1AN TOLD 

KU-T Hei•J(:; TO tn'( D:iFFEc:Em FOODS !N ORDER ·ro f! ND· ~UT WH~!. '• 
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.... 

WITH THONGKHAK ~rno IS REPORTED TO HAVE BEirn POLICE· ·CttIE'.F IN 

X IENG KHOUANG. PROV I NC£ ANP. WHO . ~ AS TRAl-l.S·FERRED to HOUA. PHAN .. 

PROVINCE IN LATE 1968. IM LATE. 1971 1:HONG'K.'iAM REPOHTEDtY· ... 

WAS CHIEF OF THE SECURITY OFFICE IN THE MAKAY AREA CVH~6~. 

!. SAMAN ~JAY .BE 5AC1AN VIRAKHET WHO IS CONFIRMED· AS SUFRDtE

C0.'1MANDEit OF THE .SOUTH LAOS R£GIO_?f (SLR> HQS AND. !i/HO • 

SUCCEEDED GE·NERAL P , H O ·M tit A DOUI\NGM'ALA IN PROBABLY. MAY 

1971.. SAMAN·· V,IRAKHET FORl'lERLY Ws\S. 0£Ptil'Y. COMMANDER OF. THE 

HQS OF TH~ L/tO PSOPLE•s LIBERAno·N ARlf'( ANt)_CMIEF OF p·oJ,.IT!.CAL 

AFFAIRS OF T.HE XIENG KHOUAl~G: REG!-ONA\L HQ$.·)· ' • • - ·:· • - • • 

6. <FIELD· COMMEHt: PHOM \:IAS BQRN IN MARCH 1939 IN 

BAN· NONGKE (XC l612l, SA~AVANE PftOVINCE. SHE. A:!TE:NDED • 

£L.02.Etff AR1 SCHOOl. IN BAN: NCNGKE FRO~l !951 TO 1953 WHEN SHE 

·LEFI THE SCHCJOL TO JOI.N J"HE .PL.. u~ SEPTEMBER 1953 Sl:lE w~ 

.. ,,. 

SE~T TO A SCHOOL AT THANH HOA CITY, NQRrH v;ttNAM CNVN>, WHERE 

SHE STUO·IEO NURSING AND THE LAO ANtl Vltl"NAMESE. LAMGJJAGES. • 

SHE ATTENDED THIS SGR00L f.ROttJ·ANUARY 1954 UNilL JifNEi l95.5o .• 

SHE .REMAINED UNASS,IGN.$) AT' TJiANif'itdA UNI'IL DJ.omsE.tt i~s:, W~N~~ .. -.,~·- •:" .. , 

SHE \fAS TRAN~F~RED T'Q A PL H~~·lT~ _I,N S~! NEtJA P:RQV~JifC;E- ••· -· • 

LAOS. IN JANUARY 1958 SH£ WAS'·l-CEASSIGHEil AS· A NURSE WITH-

T HE PL 2MO BATTALION. lNJ<iENG :JO{OiJANG PROVINCE.. IN MAY • 1ss9 

SHE ACCOt-i,PANIED THE P.L 2NO· BATTALlOJf ,TO Na~ AN PROV!NeE, 

NVN, WHEN IT WITHDREW FROM XlE..NCf KHOU-ANG. SHE• RETURNED TO 

SAM NEUA IN 1961. AND ~A? #\SSiG~l.E:.D.· !\S A NU~SE AT THE POLIUCAL 

OFFICE OF TijE; _PL ~UPREr:Jt: com~~-NQ KEADQUARTEf(S '('J:{QS). siu: 

L 1-V ED AND .~eR,J<Et) I:.N TH~, fJ.. SUPR~E COM~lAND HQS eA,VE Um'll. . 

JA.;NlfaRY:- 1970 \fHt·~::S:ME .. ASKED~ t(l; st :tRA,Ns:t£6RED· T,6 S:()U:fi{._:,•LAOS'~ 

IN :;M·AR CH· .1910 'S.H-E • ~Ril1VEi) ,: 111· T;if~ \·PL SLR= 'HQ$;·::AND , tiAS :· :AS·s:f:GitiiJ(: 

To TH£· ·~t'EQ:lCAL 'sJt¢1>foN,· p}t: -!Jt& ·::r~1.·::S.,ijR~MANE: ~8P.V;IJ~QE: .·)!/4s.;>' J(f.: .. ,:· 
MAY 1970 SHE · AND THHEE OTHER M~l:CS .. ··\il'ER£ • ASSiG:f~ED~ t.q:".tNi~ ::&T,'JtF>Ft.' 

OF <iENERAL PHOi'l~iA DOU°At~GMALA.,. COi4MANDER OF THE SOUTH LAOS.. " •.• 

• REGION. FROM· JUN£ UNTIL THE END OF SEP:t'EMJjER 1970 SHE· TRA.VELED-

AS A MWIC. WITH e Ji A N, S A P H I L O ·r4 (ALSO JCNOWN .AS 

K A s E N> t DEPUTY COMt-,ANDER OF THE SOUTH LAOS REGION. 

AFTER CHil.NSAPHIJ.;.OM. ·)IAS t{I'LLED BY A 8006.YTRAP •NEAR BAN,· SOT • 

ex A. ?·?52.> , sHE TRA.VELEo, • to ·ri{E .Pt. PR9v,1.NcE 'HQs-. t N sITH'ANI:>aNE 

TO .R'EPORT 'IO PJ:{Qt,,~J~', W-HO H~D .J..;J;;FT HfE S~R. HGl~ At TttE. 5 AM.£ •. 

T ,IME AS CHANSAPHILOM. UPON ARRIVI'NG THERE ·SHE LEARNED TRi\T 

PHO~lMA, HAD BEEN KILLED BY A NORTH. VlETNAt~,ES·E ARMY ~<NVM· • 

'1E01C. . SHE T~N RE.TURNED. 10 .. ~ARAV~N.E. PR,OVI_NqE, A.R~l,\l~.N.G 

I HERE IN NOVD!BER 1970. • ~N JlJNE 1:971 SHE ~AS WAiHJ!D BY ·-

J< H A M C H A N H,, StAfF ~JEl'JfJER .OF' Tl-iE SLR 1-lQS, TH'A'I tME NVA 

INTENOEO TO KILL HER ('ND_ t>TH;R'$;; • ,(di~fARENTl.Y. BECAUSE OF THEIR 

PREVIOUS ASSOCIATION· VITH' PttOi'1MA,., . IN JULY 1971- SHE AND H&R 

HUSBAND, K H ·A M P H A, A PL SOL.DlER, DtSERUD. FRO~ .'IME Pi-•-· . --·· .. 

THEY ·R.ESTED'.AT pEV~RAL ·ttMiL'.El~ .AN..D. ON 5 O.~Q~~- 19J.:t R~~L;J;~ 

T.O A ROYAl. .MO GQV·EitNl1EJ)T, l'~fMf:l'tRY,.B-Al"lAt.ION fff'BAN NO:NGS·ATA(f 

ex.a 0ss9>-, 'SEDo~t, :rk·ov,r;~tqe~,·/-Pnot-,: sA~n s-Ht· RALUEo,·,s·s·e}iOsit; ·.:, _,,.r~ •. -~-~~ ;., 

OF. H~~. EE.AR OF; T~Ht. NV~::ANO J;s~~At.i~·t, S,:HE :~A$ tf1it~:·ot··tft.l/'C~tt~,.:. • 

TINU!NG SHORTAGE OF FOOD MID THE. RIGORS' OF un: WIT.H THE ·PL..) 

7. FIELO DISSEii: • STATE ARMY AIR CI NCPAC ARPAC PACAF 

PA.CFLT HACV 7TH AF 7113TH AF n·A/NKP (ALSO SENT BANGKOK 

SAIGON PHNOM PENH PARIS). 

.. .. 
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cou~rn 'f 

DOI 

SUBJECf 

ACQ 

SOURCE 

::P\--n• -

(j,,;'f 1-u ~~ ,-./~,;t. ~-

, LAOS 

I 4 MAY l 965 

t 5IGH!lNGS OF T~O U.S. PILOTS CAPTURED BY PATHF.T LAO 
fORCf.S ! N SM: NEULJROV INCE ' 

1 LAOS, VI ENT IANE <26 .NOVe.?iDER 1971) ·Fl£LD NO. FOV•24 ,535 -

' A f<£LlABl.E SOURCE FR0l-S THE OEBiU!Fl NG or PATH£t tAo 
(PL) RI\LLl E.R < NANG) ?.HOM PHOl•H~ACKANH. fROM 196l TO. 
JANUAHY 1970 PHOM iitORK£D AS A NURSt IN ·tHE POl.ITICAJ ... 
OFFICE Of TH£ SUPREl1£ COMMAND HEADQUARTERS (HQS) 
CAVE. SHE OilSEiWEJ THE U.S. PlLQ] WHEN H£ WAS BROUGHT TO THE CAVE. PHOM RALLIED TO A ROYAL LAO GOV£RNMENT INFANTRY BATTALION ON 5 OCTObER l97l. (St£ PARAGRAPH 
6 f"OA ADD!T IONAL oIOGiMPHIC DETAILS•) SHE \1AS VERY 
COOP£i<ATIV>; THROUGHOUT H£F< DZ3nI£rtNG. SHF. IS .. 
IMTF:LL!G~NT AND HAS GOOD HECALL OF OATES At-.i:> EVC:NTS. 
SHE \1/\S NOT /\ tiEl'io~:H OF THE LAO PEOPLE'S PARTY. tt£R 
RE.PORTING fiELI!\BILI!Y HAS NO'f aF.EN ESTABLISHED • 

. 
sur.NA;n'. ON QR MHJ~~y 19&" /\ u.s. PILOT .\ilAS C/\PfUREU .JY P,H HI::'f LI\O ·cpl.) TIWOPS NEAR THE PL StJfREM£ COMNANO Hl::AD• 

(,lJl\fcT rns CAVF.:. 111:: l:IAS I NTE.fu10.1HU:tQ.. A~D rHEN OE.TAlliEO AT y NKN0'£:.!LLfJ.G.ull!lNS ,l.l:l(fi'AW-Nf..UA r,po\/ I_~eQ ANOTHER u. s. PILOT 
'1 I\S L.~Tf::R CAPT UH to IN THE VI Cl NITY OF NUO t<G ?OUA AND BROUGHT 
IO t Hf..: 5M:F: OETl::NTlON AP.EA. £UO SUMMARY. -- --·--............... ___ __.,,_. 

--- ----·- ... ·--··· 
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CONOUt:l El) ilY I\ Lt,0 \JHO U5£D AS AN lNTE.RPR£TEil A FOREIGN STUDE.NT . 

~HO Sf1tJ:O£. £.NGLlSH ANO ',rno '~AS isORrtOWtO H<Oi'1 rm: NLHS C£~'TER.-.:., • 

A FT fj{ T Hr: Hir .ERfi CG~ i ION L H£ P l.W!Ll 'AS . Q.E.1..AJlltQ . ..AI 8 N UN_~ 

LOGATION rn SM'& M£UA f>ttOV!NC£. 
- -~·· -- __. .. C:f:::-· ~-.-......-----::::.. • 

2. <Hf.LO COM:1£~1" s fiALLlER D O U N S O H PHONtiALAK• . 

A f0Hi1En ADMUUSTRAT1VE OFFICE.ft OF. THE NF.O l .. AO Hl\1( SAT (NLHS) 

Ct:NfEft HI 5Al1. N£UA PROVINC !OE~lfT TE;O- "'CHE LOCATION OF THE ,./L.L./UtA-'-_
6 

\--

P~l?ltEHE-Cffl_Jl'..,S · ~ .. O~l T PHOTOGR H v Pi ~-.v ..., 

J\NAL Y51S OF PHOTO RAPHY D 10 SF.Prmsa 1971 HAS REVEALED 

A lf?A\O!abU'f'ml2~ HIS CAVE HAS BE.EN PREVIOUSLY 

10:::rrxnro AS lH£ HEA QUARTERS.) 

3. COLONEL C H ~ N. K • K O R 7 AT THAT TIME DEPUTY 

CH1£F OF THE. POLITICAL OFFICE OF THE SUPREME COMrtANO HQS ANO 

CHU:F or Tll~T OFFICE· s PERSONNEi. SECT.ION, SAID IN A CASUAL 

COt..V£RSATION THAT WHEN TH£ PILOT WAS ASKED AOOUT TACTICAL e I H ... 11 

lHLlTARY lNfORMAIION, KE SAID HE KNEW NOTHING. HE. TOLD Tll£ .. 

INTEiiROOATOR TO ASK THE U.S. GOVERNMENT FOR THE ANS\IEAS TO 

THOSE QUESTIONS. WHEN ASK£D. WHAT HE WAS' THINKING· ABOUT WITH 

REGARD TO HIS CAPTURE, TKE PILOT SAID T~f..~ H~ THOUGHT MOSTLY 

AOOuT Hl!> VlFE AND. SON. HE GAVE. HISLJGE S\\(l)}AtJD SA1D THAT•. 

HIS SU~ WAS _11, YF.ARS ,OLi:>. (FIELD COMME:NT: CRANH-KOR. IS 

PROBABLY lOENTlFIAfJL£ -.I!H MAJOR CCHI\N) KOH ~HO· WAS. 1D£NTIFIED 

UY A. RI\LLIER IN SEPTEMBER 1968 • AS THE THIRD DE?UTY IN CHARGE 

OJ."' PEiiSONNE\. Of 1HE POLlTICJ\1.. DIVISION f\! SAM NEUA,) 
.. . 

4, T':10 OR THRF.E f'lONTHS LAT~R ANOTHER U. s. PILOT ~AS 

CAPrUR£0 IN TH! VICINITY or MUONG POUA. (FIELD cor1MEtrr, A •• 

MUON(l_f.Q.YA_IS l0CAT£0 AT YH ~264 1 ) COLO tJEL CHANtl .. KOR SAID 

T )tAt=l HIS PlLOT HAO ilEEN ~ROUGHT TO THE. SAME OENTEt-.'l'ION AREA 

AS Tm: fIHSl PILOT. (FIELD COMMENr: PHOM ijAS SHOVN PHOTO• 

Gi~I\PHS OF APPROXINATEL Y 30 AN Ehl CANS ! N· THE OFFI CI Al PO'd 

PHOTOGRAPH BOOX, INCLUDING CAPTIAN OAVIO LOUIS .. , 

ILF! 0 L I C K A 1~HQ.S.RASl<£D l N AN E HJ~ QN 16 MAY IQ62 IN 

THE V..1~.lf TY OF ) 9 ArJ, P T f!HARL t N 

WHO CRJ\5H1'll IN AN HF101C AT UG 991632 ON 29 MAY 1965. SKE 

COULo·'To £NT l FY tJO PHOT OGRAP I\S 'f H£ • LOt ·s Rt B A\1 1 N 1965. 

'ii mm A~}U:n u· f\NY OJ-- TH£ ~·ouR PHOTOGRAPHS ON THF. PAGE WITH 

HiWLIC:tl\' S PHOTOGRAPH LOOKED SI~IL~.R 10 THE PILOT SHE SAW, 

SHF. GAVE A •>EGATlVE REPLY. liH£N ASKED u· ANY PHOTOGRAPHS. ON 

THE JJt\GF.: WITH ~HELtOH' S PHOTOGRAPH fH~S£C'i0LED THE Pll.OT, SKF; 

POlNTf.D TO SHELTON aur SA!!) THAI THE MMJ SHE SA~J HAO A VERY 

FLAT ~10S~: BRIDGE MID 'fHt-il WHiLE. S!iELTON'S HAIR I\ND f"CE: SHAPE · 

iw~RE ~INll .. J\R 0 Ht: •~AS NOT THZ PILO'f SHE RE!'SE.BdEREO.) 

5. AOOUT ONE MONTH t-iFTE.n THE S~CONil PILOT ~"5 C.'\PTUR£0, 

PL CAPTAIN KU - T H O t~ G, WHO 'JA!; RESPONSIBLE J-~OR TH£~ 

Hf PR I S()NE:l} Pll.OIS, GM,E TO THE SU?l!EnE Cot~MMID HQS c,w~ . 
,um \fl\S ovrnm=:,rnr;· TO TEJ ... L s (\ M A M, WHO AT THAT T!Ml-.: \'JI\$ 

• lSl' Dt•:?UI '( 5U}~;n:ta: COl11':JH!f)~:ii Of PL FllRCf.5 AND c:HEF OF nu-: 
511PttEM,~ CCi'.MI\M) POl.lTIC!'\L OffICE:~. THi\T rm: PILOT!, 'fJERE HA\/ING 

D 1fl-'!C~1LTY AU.rn~·:·r I ~a1 ro t, I)! 1!:T Cr \..';0 FGOD. ~';/\,MMi TOLD 

:.-,:.,i ··::: ,; rn ri: ·.' ~~-- ::~-:-:;:F. ·ir rc~;:'J:.; ! u •;;: 1::r.:;·i r,:-; 1:1 r-~i> o:1'i :.,n"Y 

... 

., 

•'• ...... ,. _______________ _ 
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~.rj:_-·.\: •.. 
-:j,-fr-• : ··: ~-- .... .. .., j· ... . 
. >l·· . <·.:·., ; .. , --~ ~ ./· : >:,>. ~~,::·: ._. .~;>:;::~. ~---~;._~-. .-.-_·: .. •.·.· ,_, •• = • .' :.- • -· .: ~-,:+ .. '· . . .· - ., . • .. ·.· ·. • 

--- ; 

.. 

.. . 
• :. ·.:: ··•. · . ·. · C lH llAL. I H!lLllO[l! C l AOll! CT • . : · .• ,: · •,·. , · . • , '.' :·:'. ·· : · ,-:' ••• :· 

.. _.., ... .-::.:-. cs SU, 0 -"Intelligen'ce Iniorruotion Cable ·:. ~ • sm~ ·._·.: .• .. • 1 
• •• •. 
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,,.··•· · "'- :· ·a •• · .• . • -~: • . ~ ; :.•.- .. ;: , .. ~·t-;·, .. _ , -t /..;J'.5°'pi...J_-,rJ· • . pJ..G(l<YS 1/C,Q,'a_ '' ···:f-<;:; .,, •> ·:~--

. -_,-,·~~- ·-·;-~~-·-:-~- -~~ -.,c:-- ."-~",.::~~~~0
5'\c)!'~~ L_:!_.~;_,1:--~_:.-.~Y_:_~:f-__ ~ _:_;:_ .. :. :~-:_,--__ ·.-:-_:'. __ ~-::.'_:,:_r_.~:, '.!_ 

*.:; ~]S'i1t~~tf t;fff •:~t;i;;f Y~~?l~tri~f :}:if : :~:c,;,,,.. _, 
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I;tf .. l, ~-'~-~J~;~;~-.:io,);2:{~C'~i·, ~\D;ikjf ,\, i;:: (. :~/; ;;,;;;_ c~ , ----~ 
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·,:;: '.,. _. .. StBJ£CT I liEPOiH. Fi!Ol'I Ol:F£CTOR . Of _.1.rt.P.lC:.~· PRISOJ;z.Rs l.'.::Ail i!AC l:A ·:-:.: · ' -~--.- -~_-:-:·· 

if:~~ ~l;:;:i:-~: ·.:._..-;_\A·~ '·i'/·~-~K;:.R/ ;9~~ ·;;D o~ ·i:o;Al \;~( of ;;~r.r,y 1 ~~ ·A~LA.l io~~ \) >;· 
;~ ~-~-... 

·~ -

.. ., 

: .~;~4•. 

~ :~.: 
··.;:.J .. : .... . · •• • 

t :·: . ·.;·~ ·~. 

ti; ?it /f i~ fjJf f:;j 
.:_. : . . ;: .. - :· • •• ·, •. : 
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