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Mt:MORANllIDI FOR THE RECORD 
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SUBJECT: s 'ta tus Report_ on 

l. At the request of 

MORI Doc I D: 113609 

• • • • . . ··: ' ·:·' -~ •. ·-~::-r{;~(;, 

7 March 1973 ;::;_:·?. 

DIA,a research was con-

ducted to ascertain whether or not any -rescu e attempts was made 

on the prison camp located at BAN NAKAY NEUA, Laos {vicinity 

VH195565) to free . f'.Urtber,· one of the recent 

returnees reported that there was information that had 

died i nn cave because 

2. All available 

las t identified during the period April-June 196~ 

camp meo tioned in paragraph l. A later report in em er ,. 
. 'i . 

reports that an unidentified American pilot had died b e cause be 

was unable to eat~ while interned in tbis prison camp. 

3. An intelligence ·collection effort was conducted in 

September 1966 into ~his particular area but no actual attempts 

were conducted to rescue nny detainees in this camp. No further 

information on bas been reported since June 1965. 

-- . -· -····-.... . . . .... 

•· •• •-.u~-• ------~---
• • ··-----
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OCT. 29 . 2001 A 

I I 

t I.\ 

10 August 1992 

Possible POW/.MIA-Associated Markings in Soutlieast Asia 

1:Jltroduction 

This informati on was prepared by the Central Intelligence 

Agency for the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs. -It. is 

a summary of CIA analysis perfonned in 1976, 1980, 1981, and 1992 

of areas in Vietnam and Laos ~here markings on buildings and 

terrain were evaluated as evidence of possible links to US 

POW/MIAS in Southeast ASia. 

Ju1y 197f> Anal.ysis of t>ong Mang Prison camp, Nor.th Vietnam 

The prison is located at 21-04- 00N/107-07-15E, approximately 

26 kilornete~s west-northwest of the port of Cam Pha . . It is 

located in a· secluded area at the base of the foothills abQut 1 

kilometer north of Dong Mang and 2 kilometers north of Route 183. 

AJ.th~ugh we were unable to find any conclusive evidence that 

this prison IJlight contain American POWs, there are several unique 

features in this prison that differ from other known Vietnamese 

prisons. · I t is secluded in a relatively remote area and has an 

access control point· on the road leading to the camp. Walls 

within the compou~d,physically and v i sua lly segregate the 

prisoners . The visual segregation of prisoners indicates it is 

1 

NND 982014 - /7.26' ' ·· 

C 
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05/17/02 FRI 11:10 FAX 

. ·· ·: • •. \· tilf rctt, ~·_Ix 

C/11 _: .---·1. 
• MEM01t~ou·M· ,--:.-·i:: : :_;:;- .. ... t-

.. '-· r .. 
, • ~ "'I' :r: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

TOP 5ECRET1SENSI.TIVE ' ACTION 

Mar ch 3 1, 1 9 7 3 

MEMO~~NDUM lt(?R: 

FROM: 0 RICHARDT. KENNEDY--'/. 
JOHN fl. HOLDRIDGE : 

l 

SUBJECT:·. • · Richardson }.1en10 on U.S. 

POW /MIA in Laos 

• 
Secr.~tary.·-.Richard.son has sent you am mo (Tab B) which c~ntains a 

scenario o~ •incr~~,~gly st~ong actions to .induce a ~ull accounting· of 

U. S~ POWs/Mi.As.-iil ·Laos •. While we share Richardson's conce·rn, we. 

believe.-'that:this s.~~nario -- summarized beiow -- overreacts to the 

situc3:tio~ ··anci·c~uld,back'.£ire. It ig~ores the equally serious 'question of 

in(iltrati~~~~?b~t -~t·~::·.e~phasis on POW s raises· the possibility oi a. double 

rationale foi. any:_:direct measures we might wish to take against the T r~il . 

. • . · \· : ~-; ::·_:,r r ,~ (•: ·~t}·_·•·· ... •• - _ . • 
Richards,onrstates that.-the Pathet Lao February 1 list of U.S .. rows is 

unac_c;.ept~p!~JH>:.~~~;.C?.{·350 or 2. 8%), and implies. that unless ·drainatfc 

measur.ea·-::~i?~~it;(t•~ij{~)hf~.·. situation will not· ~prove. His diplomatic/ 

mi:l;r~iiJ.}#;~::€~.i¥li~J-t~~i~h P:r~tests. to _Hanoi (tr. s. aid and··min·e·-- . 

S:-V-~,,pf~~l~:~:t,~~f it.·f~-J~-- Lao accounting) an~ an immediate wa1-ning 

• to·th.~.:~?tlj, ~- • .,. ,. --~lti.s.;the LPF respond .favor~bly, .he recommends 

w~·:·t'it~;s_ ~•~~~t .. ··;~~~ais s anc e in Laos,,. and piove· a ne~ car:rie'r 

. t~~ratlt~~ .;!~li,t._~ .. ,-··ae also W?uld ~?Vi~e .. the_. L.~F)p~iv~tely-
tha:t;.~~}~~-- .. t:be .. withdra.wn,and he would urge Souvanna not 

• \' :~~· ·-1· 1"! ~ .. ~ ~· . ''- "!, .. .,-':'"·." ,.. .... '·',' ' . • • • , • .~ 

~o .. ~pi( :t. • .: ~-:aij.t.10~ government until sa:tisf~ction i~ given 

Qx(~~JoJ,. ~·~ ,ififost~ps shox:t of r·ecomnie.nding res)Uned· air 

~:~;;. ~ff(:_< • . ••.. . • • • ••• 
vt!f ~ --~~_ew$:;O_~--the inadequacy of the February 1 lis.t 

~j.. 7;· 'J~J~·~n~~tion should be made to the LPF and 

• ·.ti: • . · --~;:J)ur·-position and dissatisfaction· should be placed 

J: 

i 
I 

I 
J 

I 
;. 

l 
i 

! 

• ··1t: .. ~- b7ir-t(f~r/:w.~ have the following questions about 

~).-qh1ii •• mln'~~d:ations: • • • ~- • --~----

: :';i :~Jf f i)\. ~.-.. · .• DECLASSIFIED : • . . . 1 qEX6HIBIT 

• -?f~-:·aos·. : , ~o .. ~2959·ec;o:._a• .. ·,. .. .. 
Ml..t,l•IJ.2 c-~i•. -~~· -~ t!,10, 

.. J SI .... 

. --r. 
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-- Should w~ tie our post- war relations to Hanoi solely to Lao 

POWs/MIAs? We would p refer that the relations be geared to the whol e 

is suejof .... iniplementing' the agreement, of which POW s /MIAs are one part. 

- - R~§urnption of tactical reconnaissance and new naval deploy-

:> 1:1-enJ;s···_a,;i.-e a v iable .option which 1night better be justified on the dual 

• / '7gr6unds o'f overaE Vietna!ti and Lao ceasefire violations (infiltration 

.,, over the Trail) and P OV,'.- _vlIA ~c counting-. 

-:-:- ·C:onnecti ,. :m l' P O Ws /MIAs in Laos to RLG performance under \ 

th~ Lao agreemen '. ~- ·•":l ecessary and could backfire. Hanoi already has , 

agreed in the Vi er ~ , .. •1 :s to resolve the Lao POW /MIA issue separately . 

~ _,,,.. ' Also, a -eonnection b-::.:: , -:.n the release of U.S. POW s in Laos and fo rma-

tion of the new coalition could place us under considerable pres sure to 

111ean11 ·on Souva nna fo r concessions in o rder to obtain further POW 
' 

releas~s'. · We should_ stay away from Lao political questions. 

:.._ Finally, we question whether tie{ng U.S. POW releases to Thai 

SGU withdrawals might no t be seiz.e<l upon b.y the North Vietnamese as a 

pretext fo~-not withdrawing tpeir own troops . 

Of Mr. · Richardson's recommendations; 
,. 

•., · ..... ...... : '· . 
-- We·· recommend renewed stro ng _protests to the DRV and LPF 

now..... . .... , .... 
I' • • ·: ,.. -. ~.· •• ~ .... 

!'~ .. ~ • ·' • • 

• . • ·: .-.· • · >.;:,: :;_ ; ·".':_rf,,we do ·riot have a satisfactory response by April 1 0, begin 

.. /' _ .~ii:/~:i<?..P?~!~-~-·a.nce over Laos and. 1nove a car.rier task· for.ce back to 

_;-_...· ... • ,\:.i,e,~.n,~ e ~~:.~te_r.~ _.but in the ~ontext of the totality of North Vietnamese 

.·· .. /-;-·:··- vi?;ijlj?,~ ;g1~~ing _t~e Lao_s POW /MIA is sue. : 

-• --·:-~--- :_ -~~~·.\f\f1}tt~r~.: ,-.·--\~J _;.-:/>:-.:- ·_. •. - . . .·- - ; • . .... -

• .. :· :.~ . .-> ··~ ;,.~)-~·l\t~- ·;}~1~_ not li1;k the Thai SGU a:nd political discussions to the 

··.l·!~1l-~~JI/I-.. • • ',i{,Jl'r,}~~ .~twe ·would not move the SGU until we are satisfied. 

/.",'<<•,;fr;, .,:,.;:·,:~ 1' ?Y1 ,', e;,}.l;f_,;/:t·<li!;'lp,,w • ' ·• • • 

·_;')}lt~f~.-- >v..,; ., ··i,~Jtfl~·t;ab.A to Secretary R.ichardson ~h~nks him for ·his 
~ ' • • ' il~:.:.~ ~t°ii'~"" ~ "' '• • 

. '.;~ti:;1~1;;vi·e'w,i,_~~•2fi;~sles::your c·once rn, and notes that ·we a~e reviewing his 

~ '. • •,~~~ :._ ">-~f,i~i{i,g}t•T~ • ;ti-'"•/~ ~:~; 1J- ! 
• 

:~i~it~! • tit;f. . . . . ' 
••• ::~!i~i~~~du~ at T ~b-A. . , 

lt·• • ·· .• ,.\ : • • • , 
~¥,"'1•.<.:. ,.; : :'. 

,.?"".::. .: '~:;; •• ·:·'\ };:.. . .... : 

~if~.· 
lTIVE • _- ·,j _' _ _-. .. -~ 

• : I 
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~· 

--·"·=-- ··-·· -r 
;E;RODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ~CHI_V~: 

ROGER HALL 

s {> RESUL1 
STUDIES {> SOLUTION . • 

A Nonprofit Corporauon . 
POW/ MIA fOIA Litigation ACC1 

www.powfoia.org 
- rhall8715@aol.com 

P.O. Box 8044 

THE WHITE H< 301/ 585-3361 

Silver Spring. MO 20907-800 
301/ 587-5 

WASHl!'jC,TQ:'i 

Uttet~setftt{)rvE/EXCLtJSIVELY £YES ONLY 

~1E~10RA:--:DU~l OF CONVERSATION 

PARTICIPA:--.TS: 

DATE AND TIME: 

PLACE: 

L~ Due Tho, Representative of the Governrr.ent 

of the DRY 
Nguyen Co Thach,· Vice-Minister of Foreig:i 

Affairs 
Phan Hien, ~tinistry o! Foreign A ffairs 

Col. Hoang Hoa 
Nguyen Dinh Phuong, interpreter 

three notetakers 

Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant to the Pres ide:1t 

for National Security Affairs 
Ambassador-Designate 

to RVN 

of "State 

notetaker 

Wednesday, May 23, 1973 

10:30 a. m. - 5:05 p. m. 

La Fontaine au blanc 
St. Nom la Breteche 

EXHIBIT 

97 
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-33-

Kissinsrer: Our understanding is that we can apply Article 8 (b). We can 
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--
-, A -

Kisainsrer: Our under,tanding is that we can apply Article 8 (b). We can 

claim that it applies to all of Indochina, oecause there is no geograpnic 
, · limit stated, You will not accept this publicl',- but you will not c ontr;1di-::t 

this publicly either. And you v,ill be help:..il to us in this respect. 

Le Due Tho: We will do this say to help you in Laos. 

KLssinqer: Yes. Is this a correct understanding of what Ambassador Sulli· 
van and Minister Thach have discussed? 

Le Due Tho: But in Laos. Minister Thach has told Ambassador Sulli\·an 
th •.t w e will help you to coordinate with our ally in Laos in getting i11.£or~ati · 
about the missing in action in Laos. As to those in Cambodia, we will wai~ 

· until after the solution and we will deal with this question. 

Kissin2"er: ·You don 1 t understand the point I am making, 

Le Due Tho: Have I w ell understood you, that when you make a statement 
about this question fo r the whole of Indochina, we will not state it? 

Kissinger: You 1Nill not contradict it, 

Le Due Tho: We will say nothing about it. 

Kissin12:er : But without saying so, you will help us. We have an understan< 
on your honor that you will help us. 

• Le Due Tho: We have to cooperate with our Lao friends. As to the sta~cm 
you w ill make for the purpose of public opinion, we will say nothing. 

Kissin2:er: Yes, but also fer the purpose of reality. If you will help ~s. 
will be helpful if you give us your assistance without making a public state­
ment about it. You have often told me you could do things that are not 
written down. 

Le Due Tho: I agree. But I have to add that we have to cooperate with our 
Lao friends because it is their sovereignty. 

Kissinger: I understand. Now we would still like a sentence from you, h i e 
I don't understand why you can't give us--which says that ''the ORV has 
been informed that there are no- U. S, prisoners being held in Laos- -th;.it all 
the prisoners held in Laos have been released. 11 It would be very importar,1 
{or us. 

I have ac.kno...,,,ledged to yo u that all of them have been release d. 

Ki.s s i nae r: Then why can't J?~ w_:!_te it down? 
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.. • 

• -35-

Le Due Tho: I have acknowledged to you that all of them ha.ve been releasec. 

Kissinger: Then why can't you write it down? 
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r.a;:1c d 

1973 

C . 

th-: 

"b ro}:e". 

6. 0:1~ 

' ,. .. ,. ., .... . 

of the 

Er;;::ie t r( a._. .. \,as 

mov~·~~ 1nto the 

C . . 

A~~ricans r -= lca.5ed fror.1 Laos , a civilian 

captured on 
.., 

Ma:; I 1 973 and on 11 June 

:, ;; ::1 t~e u a a - , . .. 
t ..... <J.: ·,.:he ·;c he 1-.·a::. he ld until 

; ...... '., : •. (, r: ey}?t?:!:}]tt~~r,~;~p.t~~· 
. ISLl:r~j.)i~ ti...:.lJ::i,,iti;;~iiJ~:," 

10 . .;r.,t:rica;1 s 1,e::r..:' J;no1,n to 

' . . , \ . , . . .. 

-~ 
' 1 
I .. 
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A 

be in 

a large grour of 

held ne::.rb::. 

or hear of ar.y 

been 

other lJ. s. 

been f orced to pcrfor~ ~ard labo~, sue~ as r o2d building. 

on f'u:t e T i can s 

performj~ g hnrd ~3~or, then it 1s a un ique r eport. 0;1 the 

tectnicul s~ills , then it ~~s t be considered cc~patible 

with mn nv o cher reports of atte~pts to exploit PWs. The 

retur:1-20:::; hc=.ci sec::. t-,.;o ;\~erican Pl\' _; who cooperated wi -i:.h the 

the P~s f o~ propagand~ . It i s not inco~c~ivablc t ha t they 

pi l :,;: :: , ,. ¥ a r u l e , di cl n c: t posses s such ski 11 s . 

8. Alt:,ot:lih th~re is no confirmed reporting t hat 

corre latcz 

759
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.. ...... 

A 

I ' 

' I 

t o 1m ab c :..1 t 3 e mi l i:: s ea :a o f Th a Ui et i n Cc n t r a 1 Lao s , i n 

Pha Kata:), Tr,::.s iafor;;:ation die! n ot c o:.:-c:l.;.ce 

t o any k :101:n i ndiv idt.: :i l or grou? of Pl'.'/~!IAs ; t he ni:1<, 

A.r.lericuns cap::urccl in L,~os a:11.: r_1lca~cc in Or.::r£1.t..ior. Jfo:ne -, 

col!li ng had all been r.iove c! cu: of Laos t o Har1oi we ll befor e: 

the e nd of 1972 . Th i s series of reports did n0t imp l y t ha t 

the nine Ameri cans in the Mahaxay area had b~en d efusing 

ordnan ce or coop~rating i11 3:1y w2y wi th t he ~orth Victnam~se . 

The ~!ah:n: :1~' - re po r t s remai n un co n firme d in spi te of extensive 

r~sea.?"ch and f cllo·,;- up . 

9 . J t i s hi g :: ! :' 

- cou 1 J at th is t i mt') prov i cl e enc u ~ h i n f o rr.1 n t i on , e v ~ ~1 

if the r ,,·ere a·:ail a::;le fer ~xt ensive de briefing, to estahli:;h 

pos i tive identifi catio~ of person; th ey-may have seen ~or~ing 

on the Ho Chi ~fin trail, or to establish conclus ively that 

such per sons ,, e r e ,\ r.i crican s 2nd r.ot t'.iropea:is , F.us~inns , 
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,. 

.' 

-
• ---:--~~-~~----.----...--­

• 

-.·6'1 "1,3 
............. -.. :--~--~,... .. ----

TO: 0IRNSA, OCt 1f STAT[, 0IA, WHITI HOU$£ SITUATION ROOft, · -• 

·:u on ltl r• 1•1EHT OPERATIONS. 

. . . oo,,, •. 
PASS: tXCLUS IV£ 10ft THl 01Rf'1'0R.,. WITl NOUSl SITUATION II0Ol\1, .., 

ii: T,,,ifit ,Sf ro~ ~t 'ltiillwtvt fl, 1:"' IUll~e,;toa, NI ,,. 
DIA IXCLus,v, fOR TNE DIRICTOR. DIA CDIA•IS AvtHORIIED. ' 

TO PASS THIS IHfORMtlOH fO TM& JGIHT GASUALTT RESOLUTION 

C£HT£RS IH IANCKOK AHO IAAI~ POINT, HAWAII, fQA • 

COMANOIRS ONI. Y) , . • ...... ._ 

·························--------··-------- .......... ... 
ClfflAL I NULL t81NCI AIENCY • 

.... ·····-· 
... ·-· -

__ .. Dlfrl Zit OCTOHll IHI . . . · ...• ~. · ·· -· - ·- ·- • ·-·- • 

·------~-------·······-·~-~--------~-----·-~---_.,.---.... ;._ 
IXCLUSJVE DISHI\INAJIOH TO AOORUSEES LISTED AT IND o, a&,OAT 

--------·-··················--·-----------------------·
---

COUNTRY1 LAOS/VIITNAI\ 

·SUIJI ALLEGED lOCATION 01 LIV£ AI\EIUCAH POWS IN -I.VANG • • 

PRAIANG PROVINCE. ~AOS 

DOI] NIO 1tlS 

\ 

. . 

( IOUllCfa 

,UT, I. . . 
• 

• TNERI WI At SlVIM MEIi I CAM ,OW' S AS OP IUD• 

111& lllNC OtTAIHEO ·AT A CAKP NEAR NAil IAC (TM ~Ill) TOWN OUOMSAI 

DlrralF.?, LUANG PRAIAHC ~ROVINCl, LAO PIO,Lt'I OINOCRATIC'UPUfLIC 

(l;POR); net PAESCNCF ftl AMAICAJI ,OWi Ill TIii 

GINCRA~ AREA WAS ,Atv,uuSLY llPORTlO 
•. . . 

. FGRHER REEDUCATION CW IHMT&i fROII LUANG PAAIANQ 

PAOVI NCE, NAY& AIP01TIO A UIDUCATION 

CAN AT KAI\ IAC. THt CAI\P WAS EIU'TUO or IEEDUCATIGII UIMTIS ,,our· 
IIIO ANO TH£ CAMP WAS OCCUPllD IV ,,o,u•s AMY or YltTIWt (PAm 

noo,s., ~II n, TMI jHflUCAUS Wtlll HIS,.ANICS AMO ONC WAI A CA!tt5fAH 

AIIER I CAN • . ... 11tEII HAD IHI 12 WI t 

• POWS AT THt UT£ BUT IN 1115 flV£ Of 1111 AMIRICANS. NWS VIit IIOVID TO 

THI SOVIET UNION. ALL 01 THl Al\£RICAII Mws._NAD 11£11 CAl'IVAIO IN 1111 • 

WILi WORKING• AT THl· NAil IAC W\P. ,~OMEIITs IWI IAC VAi THI 

SITI or AN jlR11[LD OUIUNG THt tNDOCHINA VAR. NO WRICAHS VUE 

STATIONID THERE. IVT SOftl AftERf CAN ,usONIIII, Ylllffl TNHI 

OCCASI ONAC.L r. NONI Of THCI\ VERt LOST -.1 THE· CMP VAi OVUUWN IY THE • • 

INlltY ANO ,n&E ANERICANS WtRE CAl'TURH. IN ADDITION TO TNI AI\UIC:ANS, 

THIRI WERf. JO rORNER SOUTH YI tTNAKU[ PfU..SONlRS AT THE u». 

.... 

... 

2 • THE PR I SON CAI\P \IAS" SURROUHOto IY l DOUILt ftNCE. TH£ r• •• 

INT!RNAL AREA WAS HNCtD WITH IANBOO WHf U 1ltl UTtRMAL MIA WAS . 

~'lNCID WITH NINE WALLS o, IAAIEO ~tR£. EACH AIOUI' 170 CIN1'1ftm~S IN 

'?tlCHT •• THERE W£R£ A80\IT SIX TO EICHT IUILOIIICS FOR NISONlRS IN THt . ..._-~~~-IIIIII 

·, . 
( • 

EXHIBIT 

j qq 
.... ___________ ., 761
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..... 

WOFORN 
• PAGE:OC02 

9UIC 552 ~) (2) 

FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
ltlFO 6UENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CHC WASHINGTON OC 
RUE0AOA/AFIS AMH.~ BOtLtNG AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/HPCFTGEORGEGMEADEHD 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUCQVAB/USCINCSOC INTEL OPS CEN HACDILL AFB FL RUEALCX/ SAFE 

'SU$C 552 (b) (2) FH CDRUSAOPSGP FT GEORGE G MEADE HD //IAGPC-L// TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHDC //DAH-1B/PW-HIA// INFO ZEN/CDRUSAOPSGP FT GEORGE C. MEADE MD //IAGPC-CH// RUDHAAA/CORINSCOH FT BELVOIR VA //IAOPS-H-C// RUEADWD/DA WASHDC //DAHI-POH/DAKI-FII// RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RHWRMPC/HQ AFHPC RANDOLPH AFB TX //DPHCB// 
BT 
CONTROLS 
-1 s c n e, • 9ittr' 
PASS: DIA/PW-MIA FOR J. TRAVIS 
QQQQ 
SECTION 01 OF 02 
SERIAL: (U) IIR 5USC 552 (b) (2) 
;••••••••••• THIS IS A COMB INED MESSAGE • .. •••••••••! BODY . 

COUNTRY: (U) LAOS (LA) j VIETNAM (VH). 
5USC 552 (b) (2) SUBJ : IIR HEARSAY,RE U.S. NIA ALLEG£DLY ALIVE IN LAOS (U). 

WARNING: (U) THIS IS AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED lNTEL. REPORT CLASSIFIEDS£ CR ET NOFORN. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

001: (U) ./ 891212. 

REQS: (U) 
5USC 552 (b) (2) 

;rs F 
a 

NOFORN 
Hf?l:>M::. K. r, i) .4· ,. 1 b L . 

... , 

L 

EXHIBIT 

1 
f ncl I 762
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PAGt::0003 

A. EXCERPT MAHIHC POSSIBl.£ MU. nit Fa.l..OWING VAS T.U:EN 

FROH A LETTER FROH SUBJECT 1 TO suaJtcT 2 OAttD 27 JtJN 1989, 

~ {b) (1) 
60$0~~~ (bi t 1}-{t) 

BAN~OtC. "I At< TALKING to COL CKA£NC (81UG C£>f) PL W<MAHD£R Of 

tHE 11TH R£GiK£tn' AT lHAM mrt'.f'~,.~rHAM .... t~e~~~~~~~~~~~ 

-• ---- ···----· - - - --·------TEAR L JN't ... - - - - .... - -·-·-··•-•.•· ......... . 
B. • .-

763
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,. . 

~ (b) (1) PAGE:oooq 

Utt UL COU.£CTOR • .S eoto®(fS 
1 S£ARCH Of HIA· RECORDS. DU PERSO~E1. HISStNC IN ACTION 
o:x.t£C'T10M SUP.PORT DATA BAS£ LISTS AS HISSING IN ACTIOH - .. 

NAME SE~O SERVICE 008 OATt/PLAC£ Of LOSS 
RROLICKA. DAVID LOUIS 725ll1FR .USAF OA-rJt 6SOS18 LA 
2, • R£l£AS£ Of IM'FORt<ATIOH TO NEXT Of UM. DU'E TO THE 
POSSiBLE CORRUATIOH OF THE NAME PROVI0£0 Ill THIS R.tl'ORT WITH TH£ 
f.VEHT RECORDED IM l>.U HIS.SINC' IM ACTION P.fXOfIDS, nus UPORT IS 
F'OR'il AFU>ED TO D£P A RTMDlt Of TH£ Al R FORCE P ERSONHEL FOR POSS I Bll 
IU:t£ASE or f£RtINE:HT IHF()AAATIOW El.D{EJ(f'S Ul PARAC:AAPK 3. A TO 
llEXt OF ICIN AS DEEMED APP80PRUTE •. 

eot<HDITS : TH IS IS TH£ S£COND Of TWO REPORTS FRQH SOU RC€. 'rHE 
ff R.sT WAS I IR-KEAtlSAl, R£ U.S. HIAIC.l&7 CR£\l 
ALLECEOL'! ALIV~URCE PROVIDED ni£ ItlFORMATION IN THIS 
REPORT WILLINGLY AND VITHOUT EVASION. · AN'l £VALUATio+lS, JN RESPONSE 
TO nus IIR SHOULD 9£ FORWARDED ro: CDRUSAOPSGP FT GEORG£ G. HEADE: 
KO//IACPC-L/IAGPC-Oi// , 
//IPSP: PC 2~30//. 
//COKSOBJ: 521/ /. 
A[)ti( t N 
PROJ: 
COLL: 
INSTR: 
EWCL: 
t. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
PREP: 
ACQ: 

YIC. 
US: NO. 
FOUR ENCL TO fOLlO\t' .. 

H.AtfOWRltrEN LETTER • 1 er, 890627 • lPC 
LET'l'ER • 1 C't, .891128 • 1P • ~CLISH. 
FAX , 1 er, 89120i, 1P, , E)JCttSH. 

·FAX • 1 CY, 891202, 1P, , ~CLISH. 
2-10321. 
F1 CEORG£ C. MEAD£. MD (900426). 

, ENGLISH. 

OISSEM: FIELD: NO~i SOIT ro: DU/ /RTS-28/PW-MjA/ / 

.... . 

10347 
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~~tf~~~ ~~~=~}:~~ ~ 
,-ei:.:: .. ·•·.{;. 

TO: DIRNSA.\DEPT OF STATE. DIA. WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOII, 
•t I A OF F .. 1 CE OF CURRENT OP ERAT I ONS • . . 

.; " i \ • 
• ·'· .. ·:·· - I 

PASS·: • EXCLUS IV£ FOR THE DIRECTQFl, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROON1 
. NSk ·FOR ZKZK 00 ZRL DE (EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, NSA); 

STATE EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR. INR; • • 
• DIA UCLUSIVE FOR TME DIRECTOR, OIA (DI~ •IS AUTHORIZED' 

: TO PASS THIS INFOMATION fO TH£ JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION. 
CENTERS IN BANGKOK AND BARBERS POINT, HAWAII• "FGR 
COMANDERS ONLY). ·-----~-~~-~-~---~----------------~---- • ----~------~------·-tEHTRAL I tl1'£LL I GENCE AGENCY 

--- • --··--. 

DIST: 2~ OCTOBER 1986 
-~------~~---~---------~---~~~-~---- ----- ----~---£XCLU~IVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT· 
--.....-~------~-~~----~----~------~--~------ • - ~-----~-
COUNTRY: t.AOS/VIETNAH 

. .: 
SUBJ: ALLEGED LOCATION OF LIVE ANERICAN PDWS IN LUAN, 

PRABANG PROVINCE. UOS 

DOh-, '.' IUD 1986 
' . - .ii • . 

SOURCE ti ;;~ ··: 
.. . ~.. . ·f~t. ~ •. ~. ~ 

TEXT:. -.: 1 ~ . . . 
, .... •• THERE VERE SMN AIURICAN POW'S AS Of 111D• 

1986 BEING DETAINED AT A CANP NEAR NAK BAC (TH 3683) TOWN. OUDOHSAI 
. DISTRICT, LUANG PRABANG PROVINCE, LAO PEOPLE'S DEIIDCRA1=1C- REPtlBLIC 

\ . •. . (tPDR) ::': .. _ _ . - • TH£ PR!SlNCF • nF AKER I CAN POW~ I U TN IS 
i: ... --· - ·--cmirRAC 4EA WAS PREY I UIJSLY REPORTED · 
I. ' 

~-. .. • o:'· .: . 

. FORNER REEDUCATION CANP lNIUTES FRON LUANG PRABANG 
PROVINCE, HAVE REPORTED A RUDUCATION 
CAMP AT HAff BAC. • THE CAftP WAS El'tPTIED OF REEDUCATION IHIIATES ABOUT 
1980 AND THE CAMP WAS OCCUPIED BY PEOPLE'S AAHV OF" VIETNAlt (PAVN) 
TROOPS.) ~fJ ni TM~ AM~RtCANS ~ERF HISPANICS AND ONE WAS A CAUCASIAN 
ANER I CAN • THERE HAD SEEN 12 MER I CAN 
POWS AT THE SITE BUT IN 198S FIVE OF THE AMERICANS POVS VERE 110V£D TO 
TH£ SOVIET UNION. ALL OF-THE ANERJCAU PnlJS HAD SEEN CAPTUIED IN 1~68 
WI LE WORK I NG· AT THE NAN BAC CAHP. (COMENT: NAH. UC WAS THE 
SITE Of AN AIRFIELD DURING THE INOOCHINA WAR. NO AKEr1c.ws WERE 
STATIONED THER£. BUT SO~E ANERICAN PERSg~MiL VISJTED "mERE • 
QCCAS I.O}UU.L. -MNE-OF~HEH WERE • LOST :f THE CAHP WAS OVERRUN BY THE . 

ENEMY AND THE ANERICANS VERE° CAPtURED. IN ADDITION TO nlE AftERICANS. 
THERE WER·E 30 FORltER SOUTH VI ETNAKESE PRISOHERS AT THE CAIU' • 

. 2. THE PRISON CANP WAS' SURROUNDED BY A DOUBLE FENCE. THE ~- -~ 
·• INT:RNAL AREA WAS FENCED -WITH BAMBOO WHILE THE EXTERNAL AREA WAS 

FENC[D \IITH NINE WALLS OF BARBED WIRE. EACH ABOUT 170 CENTIMETERS IN. 
HEIGHT. THERE WERE ABOUT SIX TO EIGHT BUILDINGS FOR PRISOHERS IN THE 

I 

; 

- . . 

• 

, •. 

of 12J 

EXHIBIT 

IO f 
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·; , 
... ·, . . 

a ------------'i•.,.. ......... ___ .. __ ••·-------• ....... ...... .......... , ______ ~--------

• JITERNAL ARE~. EACH PR I SON ER BU I LD I NG VAS llDIIT 50X 10 IIETERS--Ut • - • ~ 
SIZE. BUILT ·OF CEIIENT WITH CORRUGATED-SHEET IIETAL ROOFING. THE TOTAL ~- .. 
INTERNAL AREA WAS ABOUT ·3 RAI IN SIZE. . ·-' ·. · 2.5 RAI 
~Q11ALS ABOUT ONE ACRE.) • • • 

.:. . . 
• J. ·TH£ AIIERiCAN POWS WERt GUARDED If LAO PEOPLE'S ARllY (LPA) 
SOLDIERS AND HAD SEEN WORKING AS CQ.NSTRUCT'IGN FOREHEH FOR ntl 
CQNSTRUCTION OF A DISPENSARY AND LIVING ~-IIJU.DUIG-LOCATED 
ACROSS AOUTE SIX FROH THE CAHP WHICH WAS LOCATED ON 111E NGlffll SIDE OF 

---ROUTE SIX. A PAYN SECURITY UNIT WAS LOCATED NEAR TIE .• 
DISPEISARY/LIVIHI QUARTERS AREA ANO A PIVII CHECIPGIIIT VAS laCAT£D AT 
I\UANG NGOY (Tff 5881) • Tlf E SOUTH VI £TNAIIISE PDWS HAD BIEN SERVI NG AS 
CONSTRUCT I ON WORKERS FOR THE PROJECT. THIS£ TWO IIU LD INIS VER£ 
COIIPLETED IN 11115. TIIE PRISONERS WIRE GUARDED BY LPA SOLDIERS WHEN 
.THEY WORKED OUTS I DE THE CAMP, llff WlRE ALUIIIED TO SPEAK VITI LOC"AL 
VILLAGERS. THE LPA SECURITY CHIEF' AT 1111 CAN WAS ((S11110jf)) (UIJIJ. 

... THE LIV.I.NG CONDITIONS Of THE POWS VERE TERRIBLE. THEY VEA£ 
GI YEH IU LL£D BUT UNPOLISHED RI CE TO UT WIii CH WAS SOMETIIIIS . 
s.ueP.L I HENJ:ED...ay_ WHh"i: GR BARLEY FRON CUBA. . 111E PGWS V!RE IH BAD 
HEALTH DUE TO IIALN~ITlON. 

WASHINGTON DISSEH: 
TO WHSfTMs 

~-1f ·-, ·. ~ r.:rE•. 
TO NSA: -

EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR. WHITE HOUSE 
• SITUATION ROOII. 

EXCLUSIVE FOR 111E DIRECTOR, INR. 
EXCLUSIVE FOR 111£ DIRECfOR. DIA. 
EXCLUS(V~ FOR TH£ DIRECTOR. NSA. 

r· . . .• •. .._ ... ~. • 

r~ . ._.- . . ·.-

, .. 

- ~-------.~-----"•--- --"- - --------· ·~----------
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MAP OF.RAM BAK POii" CA.MP 

• .. 

.·· .: . 
.,. . . • ... · . . . • .. •· 

. • ' · . ... . . . . 
. . 

I•: • • 

...... 
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NAME 3 

B.OAT _ NUMBER. . 3-4: • 

CNTRY LOCATED 23 
CNTRY. REPORTED 10: 
TVPE SlGHTINQ 4b: 
1ST SIGHTING. 42: 

SUBSOU~CES 27 
ACTIONS 5~ 

FlR 315/:35655-Sb 

STATE/CI TV 15 : 
LA 
POW-H9Y 
TH3h0B3O 11 203BOON 

ID* 2 :59~3 
.. 

CONFiDENTlALITY37: 

CONTACTED 32~ 
CATEGORY: • - 1A 

12 1022700E 

CURRENT ACT 45 5 U9 MOVED TC SOVIET UNION CAPTIVITV 39: .. 

"REMARKS ~o FOLREO 7 PWS/LINOER/NAH BAC Bo ANALYST l~: ~ 

DATE RECEIVED 8: B70300 

ACT DATE 38:· 0306 0 87 

ORIGIN CODE 17: D 

DATE OF INFO 35 8606 

ADDRESS 25: 

. P.OLVQRAPH CATEGORY 53: 07 UNDER ANALY919 

POLYGRAPH RESULTS 24! 

oi 
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HSGNO 120 (PCXX) *08/24/87* *07:08:23,1,1* 
ZCZC 12:06:59Z (PC) • 
EMI DTG: 87082406291500 
RTTSZYUW RUEKJCS6902 2361024- --RUEALGX. 
ZNY 
R ·241024Z AUG 87 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHCC/CHC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUETIAH/DIRNSA FT GEORGE_G MEADE MD 
RUEACHC/CMC WASHINGTON OC 
RHHMBRA/CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI 
RUETIAQ/HPC FT GEORGE G HEADE MD 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 241027Z AUG 87 
FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW/MIA TEAM// 
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//DAH/VO-PW// 

( 

INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOl!'SE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-HIA// 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASH DC//J5/0JCS-PW-MIA// 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC//D00/PCS/LCG/HIL// 
RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUEHGP/USDAO SINGAPORE 
RUEHML/USDAO MANILA RP 
RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR / 
RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG 
BT 
R7.1: 

~ANGKOK TH//PW/ 36902 

EZ2: 
THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 
SERIAL: ( ) IIR 6 024 0089 87 
COUNTRY: ( I LAOS (LA) 
SUBJ: I IR 6 024 U089 87 /SIGHTING OF TWO US PWS IN 

NORTHERN LAOS . 
WARNING: THIS rs AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALL'f 

• EVALUATED INTEL. 
• DO I : 870609 

REQS: , D-VOP-43468. 
SOURCE: . A M1 OF 
PROVEN RELIABILITY WITH EXCELLENT ACCESS WHO OBTAINED 
TH~ INFORMATION FROM A SUBSOURCE WHO TRAVELS TO VILLAGES 
IN NORTHERN LAOS. THE SUBSOURCE IN TURN OBTAINED THE 
INFORMATION FROM THE • .:.. ~ ic. .• WHO 

EXHIBIT 

j / Q d-

PAC 
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( 

PERSONALLY OBSERVED THE PURPORTED AMERICAN PRISONERS. 

SIJHHARY: __ __ --·--·· REPORT. REPORT 
CONTAINS INFORMATION ABOUT THE SIGHTING OF TWO U.S. PWS 
WHO WERE BEING TRANSPORTED UNDER GUARD TO SAM NEUA 
PRbVINCE, LAOS. 

TEXT: 1. .>~t. ----, ' • ·> 
//UTMCOORD SH 9897// , LAOS, SAID 

THAT ON 9 JUN 87, A LAO POLICE SUB-LIEUTENANT WITH 12 
TROOPS (NFI) ESCORTED TWO U.S. PWS BY VEHICLE INTO BAN · 
LONG KAT WHERE THEY STOPPED TO EAT. SOME OF THE TROOPS 
ATE AT t. v .:i HOUSE, 
2. . THE SUB-LIEUTENANT SAID THAT HE WAS TAKING 
THE PWS TO SAM NEUA PROVINCE. HE ADDED THAT ON 7 JUN 
87, THE LAO ~ F 15 IN VIENTIANE HAD ISSUED 
AN ORDER TO OUDOMSAI.PROVINCE TO IMMEDIATELY REMOVE ALL 
PWS AND TO TRANSPORT THEM TO SAM NEUA PROVINCE. THE 
ORDER CITED U.S. EMBASSY, VIENTIANE QUESTIONING THE LAO 
GOVERNMENT ABOUT PW PRESENCE AS ·THE REASON FOR THE 
RELOCATION. 
3. . . ~S.. SAID THAT THE PWS WERE CALLED BY LAO 
NAMES: • N >,.I½~ BOTH PWS 
WERE DRESSED IN "VIETNAMESE" BLUE COTTON WORK UNIFORMS 
WITH BLUE HATS AND WERE BAREFOOT . 1?_0, WHO SPOKE WITH 
THEM, SAID THAT .,VbM'i..1 COULD SPEAK THE LOCAL LAO 
DIALECT. COMPLAINED TC' ~~- rlAT HE MISSED HIS 
PIGS AND CHICKENS; HE HAD TO LEAVE THEM AFTER STAYING 
WITH THEM FOR 8 YEARS AND 4 MONTHS. HE SAID THAT ALL 
HIS FRIENDS HAD DIED. 
4. . AFTER THE MEAL, THE SUB-LIEUTENANT'S GROUP 
AND THE POWS BOARDED A VEHICLE WHICH DEPARTED FOR 
KILOMETER 18 ON THE WAY TO NJ4"1 £.. PROVINCE. 
COMMENTS: 1 BAN LONG KAT MAY BE BAN 
KAT//UTMCOORD SH 973997//SHOWN ON 1:50,000, EDITION 3, 
L7015 SERIES WHICH rs AT THE JUNCTION OF ROUTES 46 AND 
4. THE GROUP HAY HAVE USED ROUTE 4 TO TRAVEL TO )JJl,Wl/ . 
N~ROVINCE. 
//IPSP: PG 2430// 
//COHSOBJ: 410// 
PROJ: ( 6999-10 
COLL: ( AC 
INSTR : f) US: NO 

· PREP: J) TM-02 • 
APPR: 1 ) PETER S. HOFFMANN, COL, USA, TM CHIEF 
WARNING: • NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS. 

BT 
66902 
NNNN 
NNDD 

PAGE 0190 
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Ul ui o,1s01z JUN 90 PP 
l5ll501aZ 

., 

C~RUSAOPSGP FT G(ORGE G. M£4Dt MD(/IAGPC•L// 
DIA WASHDC//DAM-18/P~•MIA// . 

INFO ♦ ZtN C»RUSAOPSGP FT G£0RG£ G. MCA&£ ftt//lA&PC-CM// 
C»RUSAINSCon FT 'B[LVOIR VA//IAOPS•H•C// 
DA WASH»Cl/~AnI-POH/DAnI-FII// 

JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

CDR JCRC BARBERS PT Hl 

• HQ AFMPC RANDOLPH AFB TXI/DPnca,, 

PASS: DIAIPW•MIA FOR 
QfQQ 

StRJAL: IIR 2 a~o SD10 ,o. 

COUNTRY: LAOS (LA); VICTNAn (VM) • .. 
SUBJ: IIR 2 2~0 soio ~Q/H£ARS~Y,Rt u.s. nIA ALLEGEDLY 

·At.IYC- IN LAOS 

- • 

• • • 

&&.OllA ,t • HORtt, 
GJ•l~, ttT L, USAOG 

EXHIBIT 

I /OJ 
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._. -- . 

02 07 Oll50lZ JUN ,o PP l.521S01,Z 

WARNING: 

INTEL• 

DOI: 

REQS: 

SOURCE: 

THIS IS AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED 

B'il.21,2. 

, ' --~----~--~------~--~ 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

//OTS 2 2~0 OOLl ~0//, A u.s. FEDERAL AGENT 
w~o OBTAINED THE INFORMATION IN THIS REPORT IN THE COURSE OF AND IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH OTHER OFFICIAL DUTIES. 

sunnA:Rv: A LAOTIAN EXPATRIATE AND SELF-DECLARE) LAOTIAN 
RESISTANCE GROUP LEADER CLAIMED THAT TH£ PATHET LAO COMMANDER Of • 

~ 

• THE ·l.l TH REGIMtNT AT KHAM K£UT / /GEOC OOR]) 

KHAn nOfllnE PROVINt't WAS SUSPECT[]) Of HOLDING "D. HERLICKA." HE 

• 

• f 772
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-· 03 07 DllSDlZ JUN ,o PP 

DISCUSSED A POSSIBLE RESCUE ATTEMPT. 

TEXT: 

]. . SYNOPSIS• A LADTI~ EXPATRIATE 

lS2lSDbZ 

CLAIMED IN A JUN a~ LETTER THAT THE PATHET LAO COMMANJER OF 
THE llTH REGIMENT AT KHAM KEUT, KHAM MONAME PROVINCE ~A~ SUSPECTED 
OF HOLDING "D. HERLICKA." HE DISCUSSED A POSSIBLE RESCUE ATTEMPT • • 
ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENCE IN DEC a, INDICATED THAT "HERLICKA" HAD ., 
BEEN HELD IN VINH PROVI[NCE, VIETNAM. 

BACKGROUND. SOURCE OBTAINED COPIES Of CORRESPONDENCE 
BETWEEN S Sc. - \ {SUBJECT l}, AN EXPATRIATE LAOTIAN 

AND <SUBJtCT 
2), A FRENCH CITIZEN AND PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIEN IN THE UNITED 
STATES- THE CORRESPONDENCE WAS FREELY PROVIDED BY S$c ~ 1... ALO.NG· 
WITH COPIES Or CORRESPOND~NCE BETWEEN SSC. - 2-. AND SEVERAL U.S •. 
CITIZENS CONCERN·ING INFORnATION PROVIDED BY S.S( -~ • ~~c.- ~ WAS_ 

D~V'-\ s·f(: - L PROVIDED SOURCE NEWSPAPER 

• 

• 

\ . 
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• 

:....:..:. 

oq 07 DllSOlZ JUN 90 pp l.S2lSOl:.Z 

CLIPPINGS Of HIS OWN MIA "RESCUE" ATTEMPTS CIRCA 1985 AND 1,ab. 
SS"C..-2- INDICATED THAT ssc:-~ HAD NEld INFORMATION CONCERNING u.s. 

-
a MIA STILL ALIVE IN LAOS, AND THAT HE, SS<-~ ', WAS WILLING TO 

PROVIDE INFORMATION TO JHE µ.s. GOVERNMENT. 

CORRESPONDENCE IN REFERENCE TO u.s. MIA· 

A. EXCERPT NAMING POSSIBLE MIA• THE FOLLOWING WAS TAKEN 
FROM A LETTER FROM SUBJECT 1 TO SUBJECT 2 DATED 27 JUN 1989, 

BANGKOK. "I AM TALKING TO COL CHAENG {BRIG GEN} PL COMMANDER Of 

TijE l,LTH REGIMENT AT KHAM KEUT, KHAM MONAME PROVINCE. SUSPECTING 
Of HOLDING I). HERLICKA AND FRIENDS. THE OUTCOME OF MY CONVERSATION 

WILL B£ RELAYED TO VOU SOON • 

• 

• 

' . 774
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'!. • 

OS 07 Dll501Z JUN 90 PP 

a. D~TE Of LOSS- THE FOLLOWING IS A N~TATION ON A 

BUSINESS L[TTER FROM CARL w. CURTIS TO SUBJECT 2 DATED NOV 2!, 
::,r 

1,a,. "MR• H- NO- STILL MISSING- YOUR NOTE IS NEW TO ~IR FORCE, 

STATE, D.IA • HAYE GIVEN THEM YOUR PHONE NUMBER l'HERE. \SHOT DOWN 13 
- ' 

MAY bS• MANY STORIES UNTIL b7/b8 WHEN ASSUMED DEAD•" 

LOCATION Of MIA• THE FOLLOWING IS A FAX, FROM 

SUBJECT 2 TO CARL DATED l2-2-&9 BANGKOK. "D• H• ~0ULD BE DETAINED 

NOT FAR AVAY FROM VINH PROVINCE•" 

POSSIBLE RESCUE ATTEMPT• THE FOLLOWING IS A FAX 

FRON SUBJECT 2 TO RICK DATED 12-2-89 BANGKOK• "H0UMPHENG IS READY 

TO _fRE·E SEVERAL US P0l&IS AGAINST A SAFE PASSAGE TO THE US·• ••• » •• 

HRLICKA IS SAID TO BE DETAINED NEAR VINH PROVINCE. WHAT YOU COULD 

DO IS DOUBLE CHECK••·"· 

SPECIAL COLLECTOR'S COMMENTS 

l,. SEARCH Of MIA RECORDS. DIA PERS:ONNEL MISSING IN A·'CT'IO'N 

C.OLL.tCT·ION SUPPORT DATA BASE LISTS AS MISSING IN ACTION -

. NAftt 

HRDLICKA, DAVID LOUIS • 

• 

StRN0 SERVICE DOB DATE/PLACE ~f LOS~ 

USAF bSDSlt.6 LA 

" 

775

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 33 of 269



000318

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-3   Filed 10/22/16   Page 60 of 93

Ob 07 OllSOLZ JUN 90 PP 
l52150bZ 

2- RELEASE Of INFORMATION TO NEXT OF KIN• DUE TO THE 
POSSIBLE CORRELATION Of THE NAME PROVIDED IN THIS REPORT WITH THE EYENT~RECORDED IN DIA MISSING IN ACTION RECORDS, THIS ftEPORT IS FORWARDED TO DEPARTMENT Of ~HE ,AIR FORCE PERSONNEL FOR POSSIBLE RELEASE OF PERTINENT INFORMATION ELEMENTS IN PARAGRAPH 3, A {U} TO NEXT Of KIN AS DEEMED APPROPRIATE. 

COMMENTS: THIS IS THE SECOND OF TWO REPORTS FROM SOURCE- THE FIRST WAS IIR 2 240 5009 90, HEARSAY, RE u.s. MIA/(47 CREW 
ALLEGEDLY ALIVE IN LAOS. SOURCE PROVIDED THE INFORMATION IN THIS REPORT WILLINGLY AND ~ITHOUT EVASION. ANY EVALUATIONS IN RESPONSE TO THIS !IR SH~ULD BE FORWARDED TO: CDRUSAOPSGP FT GEORGE G- MEADE MD//IAGPC-L/IAGPC-CM/ / . 

//IPSP: 

//(OP'!SOBJ: 

PftOJ: 

• 

PG 2430//. 

521.//. 

• 203000-
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• 

,, 
\ 

• 

I. • • 

• 

COLL: 

INSTR: 

ENCL:. 

l,. 

2. 

PREP: 

ACQ: 

DISSEM: 

---
l52lSD&.Z 

US: NO. 

FOUR ENCL TO FOLLOW -

HANDWRITTEN L~TTeR 

LETTER , l CY, a,112a, lP 

J. 
J, CY, a,Dl,27,. APG {Ul, ENGLISH. 

FAX , l CY, a,1202, lP,. 

FAX , 1 CY, a,1202, lP, 

2-10321-

.ENGLISH• 

ENGLISH,. 

ENGLISH. 

FT GEORG£,. MEADE, MD <,oo~2b). 

FIELD: NONE; SENT TO: DIA//RTS-28/P~-MIA// 

. . 
• 

.. 
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RDUT·INE 991 APR 26 . PIO :l9 

R 26d\f\'lft~~10s~ 292507P2~ 

FH~~~~GTDN ~C//Pl'l•MIA/1 

ro USOAO BANGKO( TH//PW•MIA// 

INFO JCRC LlAlSlN a,NGl(:JI( TH CDR JcRe BARBER.a PT-ttl. ' -·-.. ,. 
AME"BASSY VJENTlANE 8ECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 
HQ AFMPC RANDOLPH AFB TX//DPMCB// HQ DEA NASHJN&TDN DC//OH// 
AMEMBASSY·BANGKOK//DEA COUNTRY ATTACHE/OAO// • __ 

BT 

SUBJs FUR HER CONT4CT #ITH L,o SOURCE. OF PW INFO .. 
REFSI A. DRUSAlPSCP \1SG 011so1z JUN 90, SUBJ: IIR 

C•04l0/PW•§A 

2Z4050l090/ E'RSAY RE u.s. '4IA ALLEGEDLY ALIVE IN LA:JS _ • .. ·.... • .. _. a. DIA/P0-11•'4IA '4S& 121sosz JUN 90, SUBJ: SJURCE OIRECT£D -· • .'· 
REDUIR£MENT, SDR S•~DP•0S346 

C. I.ISDAJ BA~GKO~ JH//PW•MIA// MSG 220907Z JU.~ 90, SUBJt 
RESPONSE TO SOR s~vJP-05!46 •• 

D. DIA//C~C0EA~DRE)// MSG_25t942Z OCT 90, SUBJ~ IIR 
6010704191/MARCJTJCS STJRAGE SITE/REFINERY AT BAN LAKSAD, 

, 

1. REF A INCLJDED A REPORT FRDl.1 LAO SOURCE ~bU/U!e , 
DATED JUNE 198;9, AS FOLL0'4S1 •1 AM TALKING TD COL CHAE'4G. ·c&RIG GEN) • 
PL COMMANDER Uf,THE llT~ RESIMENT~AT KHA~ KEUT.~KHA~ ·~O~AME PROVINCE. 
SUSPECTIN' OF HlLDl~G D. HERLlCKA AND FRIENDS• THE DJTCDME OF.MY ~ 
CDNVERSAJ]ON ULL BE RELAXED TO YOU S00M." REF 8 lfAS REQUEST THAT 

.,..r SC.. BE INTERVJE'~ED ~s T~ RtS KNOWLEDGE a, A'1£RICAH D•vro 
HRDLICKA, MISSI'fQ I~ LAJS SINCE MAY 1965. DURING STONY BEACH 
INTERVIEW, REPOitTED IN REF C, ~-· SG-1:~~1:.NOULD•;NOT . ..l~E.SPQND TO SPECIFIC 
QUESTIONS ON-THE· •"ERLICKA• CASE, HDdEVER, DtD SAY T~AT HE flAD • · 
-lNf.QJIM~.f-lQ.N FRQ\1 C·OL. CH,ENG THROUGH .. cot:·· aou•··:THAf$.tMERLICKA WAS tlELo • 
IN~ <FH& ;V.-:fG,lffcl TY OF·· 1.. AK··: ,c AD. • ' • · · -,-

2. PARA 1, REF. D. STATES IN PART, AS FOLLOffSI . . OftTFr· 
INDICATES GENERAL CHAEN& CHAIWDNG, A L.AO PE.OPLE"S AR\fV CDHM-ANOEft· I"S· --· • · 
INV·OLVED IN NAR·C'OTICS TRAFFICKING. GEN •. CHAEN·G IS ·A'Ls·o fHE. CHl·EF Of ..: :.:-
THE PHATANA PHU DOI CO~PANY I~ THE KHA~MUAN, SAVAHNAKHET, AND -
BOLtKHAHXAI PRO~INCES. INVOLVED NITH GEN. CHAENG IS JH~·GOVERNOR OF 
KH4MMUAN PROVl~C£ (LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC R~PU!LIC).• IT SHOULO 

DLVR:CDR .JCRC BARBERS PT HI(3) ••• INFO . q. 
RTDI 000•000/.CQPIES t.9J1.0,¥ 

• i!92507 /26331117 t OF 2 Mt 0257 1t7/07: 21z44.lt·-261.80"flr: APR 91#. 
C.SN:RXBP0191 --·-----·-~·--···---------·------OIA IIASHI~GTON oc·1tPW•MIA/l • 

EXHIBIT 

I / Ol/-
.__, - . ..._ ., _. • 11 • 
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( • DECLASSIFIED · • • • .-•• 
.::. O. 12358, Soc:. 3.3 

_J\I~ .. ( ~\ ·- ·1 

6 1.: vJ.,\ • 
1--• NJI.R!., Dato, __ 

" 

Stenographic Transcript of 
HEARINGS 
Before the 

~ SECRET' c_·._ ------~ 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON POW/MIA AFFAIRS 

SANITI2ED COPY 
amVE ~ ~~1~~1,1 

. 0~1;a NOUVWHO~NI 3/\lllSNa·s 
AdQO 03ZUIN'IS 

(. 

UNITED STATES SENATE 

DEPOSITION CF S. RICHARD RA:tm 

SECRET 

~Fl-ICE O._ illi~TI: •liC&iAITY 

• ~UMB\IT CONTROL NUMBER oss-9.:2.-497A 
::1!'. oocumem consms ()f W :Pages 

Copy / of ,_ 

Thursday, June 4, 1992 

Washington, D. C. 

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY 

1111 14TH STREET, N.W. 
w A ~t.:rTN'nTnN' n r ?000"-4\fi"O 

EXHIBIT 

I ID 6 
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,,. 
•. 

c··. 
1 

2 

3 i 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 
l 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

( 

1 •·,. 

SECRET 

DEPOSITION OF S. RICHARD RAND 

Thursday, June 4, 1992 

U.S. Senate 

Select Committee on POW/MIA 

Affairs 

Washington, D. c. 

1 

Deposition of s .. RICHARD RAND, a witness herein, 

called for examination by counsel on behalf of the Select 

Committee on POW/MIA Affairs, pursuant to notice, 

commencing at 10:02 a.m., in Room 5-407, The capitol, the 

witness having been duly sworn by MICHAL ANN SCHAFER, a 

Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia, and the 

proceedings being taken down by Stenomask by MICHAL ANN 

SCHAFER and transcr-ibed under her direction. 

e ~i) ~ 7 
f3~-
f', >-t '1 

.,D 
b 
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,,, 

SECRET 2 

1 APPEARANCES: 

2 on behalf of the Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs: • 

3 JOHN F. McCREARY, ESQ. 

4 Investigative Counsel 

5 DINO CARLUCCIO 

6 Deputy staff Director 

7 BARRY VALENTINE 

8 Investigator 

9 On behalf of the U.S. Department of state: 

10 JAMES G. HERGEN, ESQ. 

ll Assistant Legal Advisor for East Asian and 

12 Pacific Affairs 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

u.s. Department of state 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

(202) 647-3044 

SECRET 

.. 
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I 
I. 

i 
\. 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

i9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(. 

REFRQIUE) AT THE NATICNM., ARCHIVES 
.. ····.~: .-,i;--.... ~.· 

SECRET· 

c· 0 NT ENT s 

WITNESS 

s. Richard Rand 

By Mr. McCreary 

By Mr. valentine 

By Mr. McCreary 

E X H I B I T s 

RAND EXHIBIT NO. FOR 

l 

2 

3 

4 

s 

SECRET 

. . 

EXAMINATION 

4 

IDENTIFICATION 

4 

5 

5 

5 

59 

3 
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REFRQilXE) AT·~. f&TI~~ 

SECRET 4 

1 P R O C E E D I N G S 

2 Whereupon, 

3 S. RICHARD RAND, 

4 the witness herein, called for examination by counsel on 

5 behalf of the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs 

6 and having been duly sworn by the Notary Public, was 

7 examined and testified as follows: 

8 EXAMINATION ON BEHALF OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

9 BY MR. McCREARY: 

10 Q. Welcome, Mr. Rand. This is the deposition of 

11 Mr. s. Richard Rand. Present are Mr. s. Richard Rand, Mr. 

12 Bergen, Mr. Barry Valentine, representing the Committee, 

13 and Mr. John McCreary, who will be the chief questioner, 

14 representing the Committee. Mr. Dino Carluccio is 

15 expected to join us shortly. 

16 This deposition is beginning at 10:02 in the 

17 office of Senate Security. Again, welcome. I expect that 

18 this will be a Secret deposition and remain in Secret 

19 channels. 

20 We will introduce as Exhibit 1 a copy of the 

21 rules. 

22 (The document referred to was 

23 marked Rand Exhibit No. 1 for 

24 
identification.) 

25 Exhibit 2 will be a copy of the authorization. 

SECRET 
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i 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 
'. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

. 20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

\ •. 

·-~•r-.v•,n"rli'n ·AT 'ffiE NATI(lW:, ARCHIVffl 
~ ·--··~ :. • ·-· • r ' ,, 

• 

"SECRET 12 

MR. HERGEN: So we won't discuss anything above 

Secret? 

MR. McCREARY: If it goes above that, we will 

break and discuss how to handle it. 

MR. HERGEN: I don't have any reason to assume 

anything's going to come up, and I do recall you having 

said Secret. I just wanted to confirm that. 

MR. McCREARY: That's right. It will be Secret. 

None of the materials I will consult will be higher than 

that. 

BY MR. McCREARY: 

Q. Let's move on, then, to. the setting as you 

experienced it. What kind of problems did you encounter 

in the embassy and what kind of working relationships did 

you have with the other Executive Branch presences and the 

military presence you described, and the intelligence? 

A. I'm trying to recall if there was a formal 

structure. I know each of these agencies had a person 

that had the principal focus on this activity. I can just 

recall one name, maybe . 

Q. would you recall that name, please? 

A. Yes. For DIA, I believe it was a Major Charlie 

Tennant -- Charles Tennant T-e-n-n-a-n-t, as I recall. 

I think that's the only name. 

Q. That's fine. I'd like to pursue this. In your 

SECRET 
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.,. REFRO[(aD AT '!BE NATI~-~ 

SECRET 13 

l dealing with families and so on, did you have a point of 

2 ,contact in the military presence in the defense attache's 

3 office for p~isoners of war and MIA issues? 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

A. 

Q. 

It would have been Charlie Tennant. 

Was there one in the Chief-of-Station's 

organization? 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. As I recall, it was 

Were those positions established after you 

9 arrived, after June '71, or did they preexist? 

10 

11 

A. 

Q. 

I think they preexisted my arrival. 

Do you recall -- and again I'm only askfng for 

12 your memories here -- that they existed for some time, had 

13 been well established, or were they fairly recently 

14 established? 

15 A. I don't recall. I know my position was 

16 established with my arrival. 

17 Q. How would you describe the political milieu in 

18 Laos at the time? Was the government strong when you 

19 arrived and became weaker? Were people upbeat and 

20 optimistic about what the United states was doing at the 

21 time? Those kinds of atmospherics, if you will. Feel 

22 free to just talk about that as you recall it. 

23 A. As I recall it, especially when I first arrived 

24 in '71, the atmosphere was upbeat. The Souvannaphouma 

25 government was well entrenched and operating efficiently, 

SECRET 
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1 words, once a guy is on the ground and he becomes sort of 

2· anonymous, he's an anomaly walking through a Southeast 

3 Asian country in some ·ways. 

4 A. I think that several elements of the mission who· 

5 were there in Vientiane were information addressees on 

6 these reports, but I have a sense that the focus was in 

7 CINCPAC, the principal file or the official file or the 

8 disposition of these cases. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Who was the ambassador that you worked for? 

G. MacMurtrie Godley. 

Do you maintain contact with him at this point? 

No, I don't. 

Did Ambassador Godley receive· regular briefings 

14 on losses in Laos, do you believe or recall? 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

A. 

was made 

say yes. 

very well 

affairs. 

Q. 

Well, he was fully aware of everything that I 

aware of. He had all the traffic I had. I would 

I don't know if he had briefings, but he was 

aware of all incidents related to POW/MIA 

Do you remember the name of the CIA station 

21 chief while you were out there? 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

Yes, I do. 

Would you please state it? 

THE WITNESS: May I? 

MR. HERGEN: Sure. 

SECRET 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

THE WITNESS: 

BY MR. McCREARY: 

Q. We intend ~o depose him. I just wanted to make 

sure I understood the right sequence in time. 

A. I was trying to recall when - left. No, I 

6 think it was after my entire tenure. 

7 Q. Would you describe your impressions of Colonel 

_a Soth Petrasy? 

9 A. You know, after these many contacts with him 

10 over a two-year period, I definitely concluded that Soth 

11 Petrasy was not a mover or shaker within the Pathet Lao 

12 infrastructure. I often had reason to question whether he 

13 was even really in the loop of things .. He was really just 

14 a figurehead. 

15 Again, I have a recollection that there was a 

16 conclusion that he was not a very effective functionary of 

17 the Pathet Lao movement. 

18 Q. On what would you base that conclusion, as you 

19 recall, particularly the terminology that he was not very 

20 • effective? 

21 A. Well, he was never able to be responsive to any 

22 request we ever made. I recall that, especially toward 

23 the end, as we were approaching negotiations in early 

24 1973, I had a lot more information than he did about what 

25 was going on up north. I clearly recall that. I may have 

SECRET 
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BY MR. McCREARY: 

25 

Q. We're back on the record. I have some questions 

for you; Mr. Rand, about some embassy telegrams that were 

sent between 22 March of 1973 and the 24th of May of 1 73. 

The first cable is the one on the 22nd of March. I'd like 

to draw your attention to paragraph 2 of the cable 

Vientiane. 

Do you recall whether you or someone else 

drafted this cable? 

A. My recollection is that John Dean and I drafted 

it together. Let me just 

Q. Take your time. 

(Pause.] 

A. I would say that at this stage of the scenario 

the participants had been upgraded so that each of these 

incidents was in conjunction with the DCM, John Gunther 

Dean at the time, and although I may have drafted the 

cable it was coordinated with John and he probably had 

input into it as well. That's the best of my 

recollection. 

Q. Does the cable look familiar to you in gross 

terms or in specific? 

A. Yes, it does. 

Q. And the subject of this cable is U.S. PWs in 

Laos. I would like to rad the first sentence or so of 

SECRET 
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26 

that second paragraph and ask you to comment and provide a 

context or your interp;etation, your understanding as a 

person fnvolved in the process at the time as to what that 

sentence means. 

The sentences are these: "We believe the 

LPF" -- that is, the Lao Peoples Front -- "holds 

throughout Laos more prisoners than found on the DRV list" 

-- ORV meaning Democratic Republic of Vietnam -- "but we 

believe that, for the time being, we should concentrate 

our efforts on getting these nine listed men repatriated 

as soon as possible. The release of the nine PWs already 

acknowledged seems possible within the time frame of the 

Vietnam agreement. However, we do not believe it is 

reasonable to expect the LPF to be able to produce an 

accurate PW list by March 28. The LPF just has not 

focused on the PW repatriation and accounting problem 

until very recently, and probably cannot collect in the 

next few days the information we require." 

I'll stop there. In your time in Laos, did we 

believe that thee were men alive in Lao hands, and is that 

what this cable purports -to say? 

A. Yes, at that point in time. 

Q. We believed, as of the 22nd of March -- correct 

me if I'm misstating -- that there were more than nine 

Americans captive by the Pathet Lao; is that correct? 

SECRET 
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A. That's correct. 

Q. And is that your understanding of this cable? 

A. That was my ~nderstanding, but I would say it 

27 

was based on factors such as our having proof that, for 

example, the Hdrlicka and Debruin -- the proof of their 

capture and survival of their incidents -- when it was 

documented, and it would be in that regard that we-would 

have made that statement that there were other people 

other than the ones on their list that had survived until 

a more recent date. 

Q. Would that statement also have implied we did 

n9t have evidence that the Lao killed people deliberately 

as a policy -- the Pathet Lao, that is? 

A. I can recall information describing mob murder 

of downed airmen that came in through various channels. I 

can't recall whether any of those incidents. were 

confirmed, but we were certainly getting information along 

those lines from time to time. 

Is that responsive? 

Q. That's very responsive. It's very helpful. 

Do you recall Soth Petrasy ever stating that the 

Lao policy was to kill pilots, was to punish the pirates, 

if you will, or language to that effect? 

A. I do not recall that. In fact, my recollection 

would be that he would have taken, particularly when I was 

SECRET 
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SECRET 28 

there mostly with family members, a much mote humanitarian 

posture. I don't recall that he ever stated that was a 

policy. 

Q. We have no information of that either, so I 

wanted to confirm it. 

A. It just wasn't in his modus operandi to say 

anything along those lines at all -- that we were the 

barbarians. 

Q. We have not found any policy statements by the 

Lao, either in intelligence channels or others, that 

indicates that they had a policy of killing p~rates. 

A. I can recall -- again, a best recollection is 

that he would, on the other hand, in that regard have 

stated that any persons taken prisoner were treated 

humanely in any discussions that myself or the families 

would have had with him. 

But again I would qualify that by saying the 

total conclusion I came away with·was that probably he had 

no basis, any valid basis for saying things like that. 

Q. Do you believe he had communications with the 

Pathet Lao headquarters at Sam Neua? 

A. I can recall, whether± did in a cable or just 

informally, at one time questioning whether he did in fact 

have communication with Sam Neua, and I think this 

particularly came about at the time of the final 

SECRET 791
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1 opinion, but that was my conclusion. 

2 , Q. You may not have been in the loop for all this 

3 information, you know, and that's fine. I have no way of 

4 knowing that. I'm trying to find out. 

5 A. Well, all I cay say is that, as I indicated, 

6 clearly at that point the embassy focus had been elevated 

7 at least to the DCM level and he had to be in the loop. 

8 Q. Yes, he did. This leads to a discussion of the 

9 next cable. I want to talk about this one. 

10 A. I guess really what I'm saying i~, ·you know, to 

11 get to have a cable like that approved for dissemination -

12 - I mean, I just didn't sit down and draft it and send it 

13 myself .. It had to have a much higher level, and probably 

14 an ambassadorial level at that time. 

15 

16 

Q. I understand that and I fully concur. 

The next cable is Vientiane 2241, and it's 

17 toward the back of the package. I apologize. I didn't 

18 get time to put them in the tight order. 27 March 1973. 

19 

20 

A. 

Q. 

This is still pre-Homecoming? 

Yes. This is still pre-Homecoming. Cable 2241 

21 from Vientiane, dated 27 March 1973, is entitled u.s. PWs 

22 in Laos: Discussion with LPF Rep. This cable describes 

23 

24 

25 

in paragraph la meeting of Deputy Chief of Mission John 

Gunther Dean and Consul Richard Rand with LPF permanent 

representative Seth Petrasy and provides details of the 
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discussion. 

Paragraph 2 describes questions related to the 

March 28 release of nine PWs in Hanoi, which the cable 

32 

says were resolved. It goes on to say: "We informed Soth 

that USG continues to hope LPF holds other U.S. PWs whose 

names were not placed on list transmitted by DRV on 

February 1. We asked soth to transmit this view to LPF 

authorities in Sam Neua with request that LPF undertake 

serious research to determine whether there are in fact 

other PWs being held." 

Paragraph 3 begins: "We then discussed with him 

on some detail the cases of Eugene Debruin and U.S. Air 

Force Captain David Hrdlicka. We presented him with 

photographs of both men in PL captivity and noted that 

both photos had appeared in Neo Lao Hak Sot publications. 

We showed him an embassy memo of conversation prepared in 

May 1966 in which soth acknowledged PL detention of 

Debruin and his report that Debruin was in good health. 

soth displayed keen interest in the items presented and 

stated he would refe~ the question of other U.S. PWs to 

his superior at Sam Neua and ag~eed to convey response to 

DCM as soon as it is received. 

"He added that in event other PWs located their 

release would be handled within the framework of the 

February 21 Vientiane agreement." 

SECRET 
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SECRET 

Do you recal_l that cable as one you would have 
.seen or helped draft? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You would have helped draft? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Does that cable reflect, in your recollection, 
our expectation that the Pathet Lao held more prisoners 
than the nine that were unde~ discussion? 

33 

A. I would say yes, at that point in time, based on 
the Debruin-Hrdlicka evidence that we.had. 

Q. Were you personally convinced that they knew 
more than they were telling us about Americans aliv~ and 
in captivity? 

A. I was convinced that Soth Petrasy most likely 
told us as much as he knew at the time. Phrasing.it 
differently, I don't believe that Soth Petrasy, when we 
were talking to him one on one, knew that there were 
presently any particular individuals such as Debruin or 
Hrdlicka surviving in the north. 

Is that responsive? 

Q. That's fine. Do you recall talking abo~t this 
issue with DCM Dean in preparation for this meeting? 

A. I don't have a particular recollection, but I'm 
absolutely certain we did before we went to talk to 

Petrasy. We would have reviewed the Hrdlicka and Debruin 

SECRET 
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SECRET 34 

1 evidence that we had. 

2 , Q. Do you have any specific recollection of Dean's 
3 attitude? In other words, specifically did he believe the 
4 Lao held more prisoners than they were willing to admit? 
5 A. I don't have a specific recollection along those 
6 lines, but I would say at the time, as much as I did 
7 myself, we expected that at least they had a basis for 
a. accounting for additional prisoners by virtue of the fact 
9 that we know that they had these two particular 

10 individuals alive and captives at a certain point. 

11 I don't know if either John Gunther Dean or 
12 myself were able to conclude that these or other Americans 
13 were in fact still alive up north. 

14 Q. Were you familiar with an International 
15 Committee for the Red Cross, ICRC, program of handling 
16 over casualty folders to the Lao? 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

o. 
Just remind me what a casualty folder it. 

We had a program --

A. Oh, yes. 

Q. where we had told the Lao everybody who was 
lost in Laos from the 1960s-on. They had the ability to 
know everybody who was lost. We gave them the data. Do 

you recall that? 

A. I recall that that was an ongoing process. 

MR. McCREARY~ Okay. Why don't we break for a 
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SECRET 37 

l toward the end of our interview because we had asked him 

2 Jhat kind of ~ontact he had had over the years with the 

3 embassy, with the American embassy in Bangkok. We were 

4 interested in what the level of that contact was for a 

5 number of reasons associated with our interview with him. 

6 A~~ we asked him when he last had contact with 

7 the embassy. He told us that it was in the early '80s, 

8 and that he had been trying to arrange, through a 

9 congressman -- we don't know at that time, because he 

10 was~'t specific about the time in the early '80s, whether 

11 this congressman was still a congressman; John Leboutier, 

12 who was from New York. 

13 

14 

THE WITNESS: Long Island. 

MR. VALENTINE: Right. And that through 

15 Leboutier he had been trying to arrange for passports, 

16 official U.S. Government passports, for himself and for 

17 another individual to aid them in their work, their search 

18 for information. 

19 

20 

• 21 

It was his understanding that those passports 

had been approved, but that he was unable to get them 

because he claims that you, to use his word, put the 

22 kibosh on it so that he was never able to get his 

23 

24 

25 

passport, 
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1 information that went back and forth on it, but it was an 

2 item of serious concern to the mission at the time. 

3 MR .. VALENTINE: Do you know of anybody else who 

4 might be familiar with that particular event? 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

THE WITNESS: I had completely forgotten about 

it until you just mentioned it. 

MR. VALENTINE: Do you recall any other contact 

10 with Mr. Shinkle before or after that time period? 

11 THE WITNESS: Let me just say you triggered a 

12 memory, and I don't know if I'm confusing two different 

13 scenarios, but there was in fact a group -- and I tend to 

14 think it was Shinkle-related -- that actually went across 

15 the border and into Laos, were picked up and were held a 

16 while, and we had to negotiate their release and did in 

17 fact do it. 

18 Yes, that's it. 

19 MR. VALENTINE: The organization with which he 

20 was associated at the time was called Skyhook 2. That was 

21 the name given to Leboutier's· organization. 

22 THE WITNESS: was it? Jimjust reminded me that 

23 that scenario concerned Bo Gritz, and it was Bo Gritz that 

24 I had a lot of contact with up north. 

25 MR. VALENTINE: Mr. Shinkle claimed that he 

SECRET 
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1 himself had not been in Laos since 1965, that he works 

- t 

41 

2 'through "researchers." But he himself hasn't been in the 

3 country ·at all. 

4 What we were trying to ascertain from him 

5 related to a whole other subject -- the time frame and 

6 frequency of his contacts with the u.s. embassy. 

7 MR. HERGEN: Just for the record, I don't mean 

8 to interrupt you, but could you ask the witness if the 

9 post was authorized to issue official passports locally, 

10 or were they issued in Washington? 

11 

12 

13 

THE WITNESS: Should I answer that? 

MR. HERGEN: Yes. 

THE WITNESS: They were issued in Washington. 

14 We did not have the authority to issue diplomatic or 

15 officia~ passports. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

point 

.. 
in 

Q . 

A. 

MR. VALENTINE: For clarification that's a good 

terms of how the process happens. 

BY. MR. McCREARY: 

MR. VALENTINE: C, r A 
1.3(a)(4) 

S,4..Je \ 
':, (().)(5, 
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SECRET 42 

BY.MR. McCREARY: 

-Who would you consult with? 

On a passport decision? I was consul General at 

Would you notify the Ambassador? 

A. If information came in that Al Shinkle, who as I 

recall was a questionable character and whose activities 

were questionable at the time, I certainly would have 

consulted with my superiors, the DCM and the Ambassador. 

(:I~ 

1.3(a)(4) 
~; lt ... \f 
I ~)(.(,jl~· 
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SECRET 49 

Q. That is an issue in some of these cables. 

A. I don't have a particular recollection of that. 

Q. • So it doesn't stand out? If it doesn't stand 

out, it doesn't stand out. 

MR. HERGEN.: My recollection may be wrong, but 

just for the record I think the 22 March cable, the 

paragraph 2 that you referred to earlier, I seem to recall 

that as having referred to the ORV list. 

MR. McCREARY: That's correct. There's another 

cable in here that talks about prisoners being released 

under the Vientiane accords. 

MR. HERGEN: Thank you. That's what I wanted to 

clarify. The witness's testimony, I believe, now on the 

record is that he does not have a specific recollection of 

any Vientiane separate accords. 

THE WITNESS: That's correct. 

BY MR. McCREARY: 

Q. That's a helpful clarification. I appreciate 

that. 

Let's go to the 5 April 73 cable, which is 

Vientiane 2553. There are two parts. There's a part in 

paragraph 1 that I will read to refresh your memory. 

A. This is s April and after Homecoming? 

Q. Right. This is post-Homecoming. I'll read 

paragraph l of the cable. The subject is PWs in Laos. 

SECRET 800
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1 for example, through Paris or other channel? Would your 

2 position have entitled you to that access? 

3 A.·. If it related to PW/MIA affairs, I would have 

4 expected to have been in.that loop, and I can't confirm 

5 that I was in fact, but I would have expected to be privy 

6 to that. 

7 Q. Would you have been aware of an expectation that 

8 the Lao had 40 men alive in March '73, of a communication 

9 from the Pathet Lao? 

10 

11 

A. 

Q. 

Phrase that again. 

There is evide·nce in another file connection 

12 that I don't have access to but I have been informed about 

13 and other members of the staff have had access to that 

14 there was a private communication -- let me rephrase that 

15 -- there is documentary evidence that refers to a 

16 communication, the tenor of which we do not have, do not 

17 know, that says that the Lao have told us they have 40 

18 prisoners. 

19 This is around the middle of March, 1973. Have 

20 you ever heard of that information -- in a back-channel 

21 capacity or in any capacity? 

22 A. Again, I can only say that you are triggering 

23 something when you mention the figure 40. I can't relate 

24 it specifically to any communication. I really can't 

25 recall. 

SECRET 801
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A. What month? 

Q, April 73, basically the day after Senator Brooke 

met Sotli Petrasy, and there's a cable in here. I'm not 

going to plow through the -cables again, but Soth Petrasy 

and Brooke had a conversation and Brooke told Soth Petrasy 

-- and this is in that cable -- that there were 318 MIA or 

CIA, missing in action or captured in action, in 1973, 

according to U.S. records. Does that sound familiar? 

A. It sounds familiar, and I would likely have 

accompanied him on that. 

Q. That's my question. would you have been with 

him? 

A. I would assume that. Again, I just don't 

picture myself with Senator Brooke sitting down and 

talking with Seth Petrasy, but I probably did it. You 

know, this became such a routine function. I really have 

no specifics on it at all. ~ 

There was a cable that resulted from that? 

Q. Yes. There's one in this package, but I've 

already given you basically the highlights of what we're 

interested in. 

I'm still struck by this. I'd like to return to 

this phrase that said .the embassy is being directed toward 

making an accounting. Is that language that reflects 

direction from Washington? How should I understand that? 

SECRET 802
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u':\ITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA 

· -:~; ' 1' FORGET POW/MIA 

Plaintiff , 

) 

) 
) 

) 

) 

) Civi l No. 99-1822 

~ ~:..LIGENCE AGENCY 
:LC . 20505 

' ~ 2:-:-:::LLIGENCE AGENCY 
~ ...... _,__--=~=~ , D.C . 20340 

Defendants. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) __________________ ) 

-.:J_! wUM OF POINTS AND AUTHORITIES IN SUPPORT OF DEFENDANT CIA'S MOTION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT 

NATURE OF THE CASE 

? : aintiff in this action seeks various records under the 
7 ~=:~o~ of Information Act (FOIA) from three federal 
=:=:=.cants relating to photographs and related documentation 
~~-- ~he Sam Neua/Bon Nakai area of Laos . Defendant Central 
-==--:e:ligence Agency ("CIA") moves for summary judgment. 

FACTS 

On September 6, 1994, plaintiff submitted a FOIA request 
--:o che CIA for "all photo negatives of overhead imagery of the 
3~:, Nakay area of Laos on or about October, 1969 and all 

EXHIBIT 

l ! I 
803
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::-:::..ac.ed documents, analysis, and records." On April 4, 1995, 

CIA informed plaintiff that no responsive records were located 

pursuant to his September 6, 1994 FOIA request. On April 20, 

1995, plaintiff appealed CIA's finding of no responsive 

records to his FOIA request. 

On August 26, 1 997, CIA responded to plaintiff's appeal 

by informing him that on appeal, another search was conducted 

for materials responsive to his FOIA request and no responsive 

records were located at the CIA. However , as a result of the 

additional search, CIA personnel unofficially forwarded the 

request to the National Imagery and Mapping Agency 

(hereinafter "NIMA"), which located six documents that were 

considered to be responsive to plaintiff's FOIA request. 

These six documents were originated by the Defense 

Intelligence Agency (hereinafter "DIA"). After reviewing the 

six documents for CIA information exempt from FOIA and 

withholding information from two of the documents, the CIA 

forwarded the six documents to the DIA for review and direct 

release of non-exempt information to the plaintiff. 

DIA reviewed the six documents and also referred three of 

the documents to NIMA and CIA for a review of the information 

contained in the materials relating to these agencies . On 

March 9, 2000, the six documents were released to plaintiff by 

DIA, with portions of two of the documents withheld at the 

request of CIA pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b) (1) and (b) (3). 

2 
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I .,, 

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY CHIEF MANAGEMENT OFFICER • 
, ,- , . , . 9010 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-9010 

ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. Don Irvine 
Accuracy iri Media, Inc .. 
4455 Connecticut Ave, NW 
Suite# 330 
Washington, DG ·::W008 

Dear Mr. Irvine: 

• • I I • ·• 

, . . 
. .. 

: ,• ! I• 

; I +' • 

•\ .. 

Ref:' 03-A-0243-Al 
' 03-A-0243 
. . 

AUG,2.8 2015 

This responds to your June 9, 2003, Freedom oflnfo1mation Act (FOIA) appeal. You 
appealed the partial denial of information, and the adequacy of the search by the Office of 
Freedom oflnformation (OFOI) for your November 4, 2002, FOIA request. I am sorry that this 
response was not provided in a more timely maimer. 

I •• 

Concerning items one and two of your request, I am affirming the initial determination. 
The Defense Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) advises that any records that 
may be responsive to your request have already been processed by DPMO and placed into the 
public domain for review by the public as a result of Legislative requirement, specifically, 50 
U.S.C. 435 Note, commonly referred to as the "McCain Bill." DPMO has placed well over a • 
million pages of POW/missing personnel material into the Library of Congress (LoC) for-public 
review, and more are being added continuously. These records are retrievable on the public web 
site of the LoC under the POW/MIA Database collection at following web address: 
http://leweb2.loc.gov/frd/powquery.html. This database is key word searchable and a search will 
yiela'-a list of all responsive records. :' • · • _ 

, 
'· Concerning item three of your· request, the DPMO conducted a new search for records. 

The search included key word phrases such as, "Operation Tailwind," "POW," "MIA," 
"POW /MIA, Laos," "Vietnam," "Thailand," and "Cambodia." I have reviewed the search 
procedures at the appellate level and find their search to be adequate. Therefore, I am affirming 
that DPMO holds no records transferred to Defense Intelligence Agenc: ~~ ~~1 Central 
Intelligence Agency since DPMO's founding in 1993. 'r t D ~ 4- ,~--1 

Concerning the 404 pages responsive to item four of your request, I have determined at 
the appellate level that the withheld information remains exempt from release because it is 
currently and properly classified in accordance with Executive Order 13526, Section 1.4 as it 
pertains to (a) military plans, weapons, or operations; (b) foreign government infonnation; and 
(c) intelligence activities (including special activities), intelligence sow-ces or methods, or 
cryptology. Finally, some information is withheld because release would constitute a clearly 
unwarranted invasion of the personal privacy of individuals. Consequently, this information is 
exempt from release pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)( I) and b(6). 

EXHIBIT 

I I J_ 805
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Concerning items four through seven of your request, the Joint Staff conducted a new 
search for records. The search included key word phrases such as, "Operation Tailwind," 
"POW," "MIA," "POW/MIA, Laos," "Vietnam," "Thailand," and "Cambodia." The Joint Staff 
found no additional records. I have reviewed the search procedures at the appellate level and 
find their search to be adequate. Therefore, I am affirming the initial search determination. 

You have the right to judicial review of this decision in a United States District Court, in 
accordance with 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(B). 

Sincerely, 

Director 

2 
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Location of Air America documents 

From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Univ. of TX. 

RHall8715@aol.com 

johnhclarke@earthlink.net 

Location of Air America documents 

Feb 17, 2016 7:41 PM 

McDermot Library 

972-883-2570 

Library at Dallas - Paul 2/17 /16 

Texas Tech 

P.O.# 1041 

Vietnam Project 

Lubbock, TX 

directory. texastech.edu 

The Air America Association has reportedly also received some documents. 

Page 1 of 1 

The National Archives has space reserved for the Air America documents but has never received ant. 

The CIA as given documents to two Universities shielding them from the FOIA. 

The CIA reportedly has refused to declassify any further documents for the Universities according to Paul of 

Univ. of TX. Thy use the sequester as the excuse to shut down declassification. 

EXHIBIT 

I I l 3 
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Wm. McLean -- Trail Watch Program and Failed POW Rescue 

I was informed of the Trail Watch Program by William McLean, a formed CIA 
employee that was station in Laos for 10 years, at his home in l 99X>. His wife Ruth was 
present, she was stationed at the American Embassy in Laos as the chief of protocol for 
13 years. William informed me that indigenous people were placed along routes 
including the Ho Chi Minh Trail to observe communist activities. They reported on troop 
movement, kinds of equipment being moved, and POWs. 

He also informed me that Moua Chung, an indigenous Laotian, was part of the 
failed rescue of David Hrdlicka Some time after the failed rescue he worked for Vang 
Pao the H' Moung General whose troops were on the CIA payroll. 

Roger Hall 

EXHIBIT 

I\ lf-
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C06001242 
Approved for Reiease: 2015/10/06 C06001242 

cw.:.... 
MSR PAGE 0001 

TOT: 271958Z AUG 87 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TO: DIRNSA, DEPT OF STATE, DIA, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM, 
ZEN/CIA.OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS. 

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHIT.E HOUSE SITUATION ROOM; 
NSA FOR ZKZK 00 ZRL, DE (EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, NSA); 
STATE .EXCLUSIVE FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY, INR; DIA 
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, DIA AND PASS TO NWS (DIRECTOR 
ONtY). 

---------------------------
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGE!'l'CY 
---------------------------

DIST: 27 AUGUST 1987 

-------------------· ---------------·-------------------------
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT 

' . -------------------------------------------------------------
COUNTRY: . LAOS 

SUBJ: 

DOI: 

POW/MIA: ALLEGED SIGHTING OF A LIVE CAUCASIAN 
.AMERICAN PRIS~NER AT KHAM KEUT TOWN, KHOuENG 

KHAM.HOUAM, LAOS, IN JUNE 1975 

JUNE 1975 

• • .. • ■• ' ' •• . ' .... ....... 

(b)(3) 
CIAAct 

-----·' -···-·-· .. ----- ---··------··· .. -- . ---·-· - ------ ·------------... ·-----------·--··-... 

·-- . ' 

----··· 
----·- -·-···------- ---Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001242···-· ·-- ·-··-····---810
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. . 
~~.:... - '·. •'1.:'~,.1m~~~.r,:::..-,-t,:.,""1",~~-~-,.-;i,~-t:-i:;:o 

-=-::= .. -----:- .. ,.,...., .. -if .... ~r 
:~-~~~~~ .. ~~ . ..-::~~~ 

=-...:-.:.,.~.;,.. • ··-·--- ··---·--··· -----::.--. -·-··---------···· .................. -·- -------·-··-·- --·-·· ---·---· ----·--·· --·:-:r·-=::-:=::::-===-----·-·-=--~-.,-,----=~t~-~~-.,-.-.~~ ..... ..._~..,_-t>;-- • •••• ,--.-.--•1•-r • 

~~ ...... ,-=:;':...~~~:::::.~~~~'-·,.;,..-~~~---. - ..xz.;:::;:w::;;:.,. .. ~...-.P~-~~~~:" .... ~r:i=~~.::~.--..:.-~ ... :. - . . - . . - . . - - . . . . . . - . . .. -
TEXT:· 1... ABOUT J.UNE 1975,. A. CAUCASIAN· PRISONER, ALLEGEDLY /ili 

·······- • ···---A:MERI-6:A:NT" WA:S···S·I-FFI·NG•-0N·--FHE-···B:A:.M·BOO·-F·LO0R-0·F---A--H0i:JS-E- ··I·N···KH:A:M-IxE·T:JT---------·· -······- ••· ------:--­
TOWN (VF 71.0180) ;. I_<HOUENG "KHAH.HOUAM, LApS, IN THE CUST.ODY OF. THE. 31ST 
SAPPER. BATTALION OF THE FOURTH fffI.:ITAR Y" REGION OF .THE. PEOPLE'S ARMY. • •• ··-·-
OF VIETNAM (PAVN) AND THE LAO ARMY PROVINCIAL UNIT. , THE CAUCASIAN 

.HAD SHORT BRQWN HAIR, WAS UNSHAVEN, HANDSOME, WORE A WRIST WATCH AND 
------0Nt;-Y-H-I-S--S-H0R-rl:INDE·RPAfffS--. -H-E-W:A:S--A:BfJU'l'~l-;-'l·S-1·fi:,'-1'ERS-T:A"I:;I:;-.-ACCORDTNG-------­

TO TH~ LOCAL UNIT'S LOUDSPEAKER, HE WAS ~APTURED AT THE LAO-THAI 

-··- ____ ,.,_,., -· -··--. . - ·-. 

. - . ------· 

BORDER, EXACT LOCATION NOT MENTIONED, BY TROOPS OF THE PAVN 31ST 
SAPPER BATTALION TWO QAYS BEFORE. A COMPANION OF HIS ESCAPED TO 
THAILAND BY SWIMMING THE MEKONG RIVER. THE PRISONER HAD BEEN FORCE-
MARCHED FOR TWO DAYS AND /HGHTS FROM WHERE HE WAS CAPTURED. TO KHAM 
KEUT, LOCATED ON ROUTE EIGHT ABOUT 120 KILOMETERS FROM THE VIETNAMESE 
PUBLIC SECURITY BORDER CONTROL STATION TO THE EAST. THE CAUCASIAN 
WAS LOADED ON A "GAZ" TRUCK AFTER LUNCH ANp TAKEN TO AN UNKNOWN 
DESTINATION ESCORTED BY TEN LAO TROOPS. 

'-

2. fHE REFUGEE CLAIMED HE WATCHED.THE 
CAPTURED CAUCASIAN IN TH~ HOUSE FROM A DISTANCE OF FIVE METERS FOR 
SOME 15 MINUTES AND HEARD THE ABOVE BROADCAST.) 

WASHINGTON DISSEM:· 
TO WHSITRM: 

TO STATE 
TO DIA 
TO NSA 

EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, 
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY, INR 
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, DIA 
EXCLUSIVE F_OR THE DIRECTOR, NSA 

Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001242 
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(b)(1) 
(b)(3) NatSecAct 

. ---------- ,---M;~------ ·--------·. --------------------------------------------·--·-'----
. TOT: 3ooc44z AUG 86 I I 

CJ . • ==~--

:SE!CftE4' 

TO: . PRIORITY DIA. 
<> ATTN: <><>VO-PW<><> GEN ShlJFELT 

SECRET NOFORN.__ _____ ~WNINTEL 
SUBJECT: ADDITIONAL POW/MIA INFO ON LAOS 

1. (.s,..NF I I THE SOURCE OF .__ ____ __J TITLED 
"REPORTED SIGHTi:NG OF AMERICAN PRISONEI!S IN LAOS," WHOSE PAST 

(b)(3) 
CIAAct 

(b)(3) 
NatSecAct 

(b)(1) REPORTING HAS BEEN GENERALLY RELIABLE, REPORTED THE FOLLOWING 

(b)(3) 
NatSecAct 

(b)(3) NatSecAct ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. . 
2. (~i I IN LATE JUL·Y 1986, SOURCE*S SUBSOURCE,. 

(b)(3) NatSecAct-10 IS A LAO RESIDENT, VISITED BAN KHOANG (QD 9332). BAN 
KHOANG HAS ABOUT 35 FAMILIES OF ETHNIC LUE PEOLE. WHILE IN BAN 
KHOANG, SUBSOURCE REQUESTED TO VISIT MUANG NGOY (TH 5891), 
OBSTENSIVELY TO SEE THE GOLDEN BUDDHA AND THE MAGIC METAL, 
REPORTED TO BE HARDER THAN STEEL AND INVULNERABLE. SUBSOURCE 
WAS TOLD THAT HE COULD NOT GO THERE BECAUSE THERE WERE MANY 
PAVN IN HUANG NGOY AND THEY AND THE LPA DO NOT ALLOW 
OUTSIDERS. WHEN SUBSOURCE ASKED WHY THE AREA WAS RESTRICTED, 
HE WAS TOLD IT WAS BECAUSE THERE ARE AMERICANS BEING HELD 
THERE. ~~ ~ 

3. ~ / / SUBSOURCE CONVINCED " ___ ... . . . 
TO- C-0 TO MUANG NGOY AND BUY THEM A BUDDHA IMAGE. 

• WALKED TO THE INTERSECTION AT QD 8418 AND 
CAUGHT A BUS TO MUANG NAM BAC (TH 3583} AND' WALKEJj TO MUANG 
NGOY KAO (TH 581)1). UPON RETURN THEY SAID THAT SECURITY WAS 
VERY TIGHT IN HUANG NGOY AND THE~F; l{ER~ .. !:f:A_N'(_P~nf .•... rmr:( ~'.rAXE.O. 
WITH A FRIEND • . . .-1ND ASKED HIM TO TAKE THEM TO THE CAVE 
OF THAM PHA YONG WHERE A GOLDEN BUDDHA rs ON DISPLAY. 
SAID THAT PEOPLE WERE ABSOLUTELY FORBICDEN TO ENTER THE AREA BY 
THE PAVN. THERE ARE FOUR CAVES IN THE ARE~ AND PAVN USES THREE 
CAVES AND PROTECTS THEM WITH 30 MM ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUNS. ANOTHER 
CAVE CALLED THAM HUANG NGOY IS THE MOST RESTRICTED AREA BECAUSE 
IT IS A DETENTION CENTER. THERE IS ROOM FOR 3000 PEOPLE INSIDE 
THE CAVE .. IT WAS THE SITE OF DETEN?ION OF THE LAST LAO KING OF 
LAOS AND MANY ROYAL RELATIVES AFTER THE COHMUNSTS TOOK OVER. 
• 4. (5--lf.("I I SAID THAT THE PAVN HAD CAUGHT 

(b)(3) 
NatSecAct 

(b)(1) 
(b)(3) 
NatSecAct 

(b)(3) 
····-,'::····· · ········S·:l!t.9·Rli:T ···-·····-· .. ••••••••• ....... -.··~:·:· ·NatSecAct 

. . ... .. . . ' .. . - -. .. ~~======-=· •====----==..:.=:1-W...,., .... ,,,____ ==----=-.. ~~J,,,--r~--===== ·~.:::r.s,~==· === == ~~-C!-i==-=,=-==a, 
:±:,r:_--.-~•:-.: .. .,;:4:.:......:- ... ~:.:~~!.~!-=:.__ __ .,_ • ..:;..-.,_.•.~;- ~E:.:}:-, ... . .. .-,~;&,-...:;--:~;:;:-=,"'~N1or=-:;. .. _,.,: .. ~.,,.~;:"::!.·'::.-,i..,_, ---

Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001242 
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-------~ b )( 1 _ ~ __ 
~~=se>eo=s-tJG'At'CTffJ'E'7fmr'Foo'""· : .ONE~(b )(3) ~~=~-

~.;;;;,,~~~....:_:· ~-~;;;;.,;;;.:.::~---~~-: •• ~;-~-~ .' ::~-----~--:- :.~~~-,::~~- ··~,; ·: : .• ~7-~ -::c~~"""'·~ ., .. : .. , "· .~~--v.~.-~~l)J~~~;; 
,,,,.,,,1="7!r., ... .,,,,r,: • .,..,,..,,.,~=""'l"--....-~;;,;:,r.1,I:3lll:~ .. H~f.f.~5"'l\'.l'Yr.s,.iJi:tf'lll.<..OOE:BlERW.@llile'.:,@E.@~-~eeN,~-=A!MEH~(lfA'!m:::r,s,....€J~~ . 

• • MEDIUM-HEIGHT. WITH SIDEBURNS AND .A BtACI<: SPOT ON Hrs: RIGHT 
____ .. ___ ,, ---··-· ··-··-·--·--·-CHEEK.. .. 'IHJ\.T_M.IGHT--.BE-A-.. B-IR'.f.HMARK'..QR--A--SGA·R ... GA-U-SE-D·-BY BEING HIT 

OR· BURNED'. I l·COOCD THINK OF NO PISTINGUISHING FEATURES. 
FOR "THE THIRD AMERICAN .. ··-· • ··-·· • •• -- • • 

5. ( §.{ / ON 3 JUNE 1986, THE PAVN HAD' REPORTEDLY 
MOVED THE POWS FROM SOP KHAN NOI TQ THAM HUANG NGOY CAVE. THE 

(b)(1) 
(b)(3) 
Ni(b)(3) ~ct 

NatSecAct 
---------+'AV·N-S·A-I-B-T:HA.P-AN.:Y-V-I-I:I-;-A·G-ER·-E;-NTEI{I-NG--THE-NEW-·:rREA-wour:o--B·r,,---------

SHOT. . _ _. _ ····- • --·-·-· HAD NOT BEEN TO THE THAM HUANG NGOY 
CAVE SINCE THE AMERICANS WERE MOVED-THERE BUT USED TO HUNT IN 
THE AREA AND PROVIDED A SKETCH MAP. • 

6. (~ ISUBSOURCE MEMORIZED THE MAP AND REDREW 
IT fOR SOURCE. OUR BASE REPORTS THAT THE SKETCH MAP IS CLEAR 
ON MANY POINTS BUT HAS ONE GLARING ERROR. ACCORDING 10 THE MAP, 
HUANG NGOY MAI (NEW MUANG NGOY) AND HUANG NGOY KAO (OLD HUANG 
NGOY) ARE ON THE WEST BANK OF THE NAM OU RIVER. UNLESS THESE 
ARE TWO SUB-VILLAGES OF HUANG NGOY THEY ARE ON THE WRONG BANK. 
HOWEVER, THE SKETCH MAP DOES SHOW THE AIRFIELD WHICH OUR BASE 
BELIEVES MUST BE THE ONE AT TH 573894. FROM THE MAP OUR 
OFFICER GUESSED THAT THE CAVE WHERE THE REPORTED AMERICANS ARE 
NOW IS AT TH 573984 OR JUST TO THE SOUTH IN THE IRREGULAR HILL 
THAT HAS ITS PEAK-AT TH 563888. THE OLD CAVE rs LOCATED ABOUT 
TWO KILOMETERS NORTH OF THE NEW SITE AND ON.THE EAST BANK OF • 
THE RIVER. OUR BASE PUTS THIS AT THE HILL WITH ITS PEAK AT TH 
588899. OUR BASE CAUTIONED THAT THEY ARE BASING LOCATIONS ON· 
THE SUPPOSITION THAT SUBSOURCE GOT THE AIRFIELD SITE ABOUT 
RIGHT. IF SO THEN THE OLD CAVE, NEW CAVE AND A PAVN AAA SITE 
SUBSOURCE MARKED, THAT WE PUT ON THE HILL AT TH.583881 WOULD BE 
ABOUT RIGHT. • · 

. 7. C]HA,3 NOT AS YET RECEIVED THE MAP FROM OUR BASE. 
HOPE THIS WILL BE OF ASSISTANCE. 

8. 

(b)(3) CIAAct 

END OF MESSAGE 
NNNN 
NNDD 

CL BY I I • ~--~ 
SEGRiiT 

Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001242 
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NatSecAct 
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C05999547 

.. . . -- .. 
q, 

·tb 

r 

(b)(6) 
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(b)(3) NatSecAct 

, . 

Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 co5999547 821
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• • ·- I e= ;i.o ~4: 
t/ 
.. . 

.... -·- . ~-··- --·· ......... - -- -

CENTRAL HNTELL{GENCE AGENCY 
\l\'A!;HINGTON,D.C. 20505 

J.b. MAJU977 
MEMORA.NDJJN FOR: ~1 I 

. • Director~ Vietnam~ Laos and C~~bodia 
~ureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs 
Department of State .J , 

(b)(6) 

• Deputy Coordinator fo:r Prisoner of· }far 
and Missing in Action Mat:ters 

Department of State 

FRON ... .. 

'--------~ Comrnanderp USN (R 
.Chief, Prisoner of War/Missing ln A tion 
Resources and Installations Division 
Directorate for Intelligence (Research Center) 

Captainll USN 
'---------,--J 

Principal .Advisor .for Prisoner of War and 
Missing in .Act.ion Affairs 

(International Security Affairs) • 
Office of the Secretary of Defense 

- __ ... 

Deputy Director for Operations 
(b)(3) CIAAct 

SUBJECT . : ·Comments 
·::-: :·::.;;::.:.. -=-- =· -:··on American Prisoners of lfar Remaining in 

Viet.nam 

Attached ~s of possible inteTest ~o vou is a report resulting 
from information·obtained late Januacy 
1977. We are giving this ~eporL no lUrther dissemination. 

··- ------.. -. 

Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06010857 ... 
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vVVV.J..VV.J I - ,p ' •, 

ApprovE:_d for Rel~ase; 2015/10/06 C06010857 

... --
/ 

-/ 
,i" 

I \ •­

\, - ....... 

_/, 

(b)(3) CIAAct 

COUNTRY: Vietnam 

DOI : J'anuar11971 -<fl 

SUBJECT~ Comments. ·on 
.American Prisoners of War Rerna.~ning- in Vietnam 

~ y • 

J\CQ 0 ... 

SOURCE: 

1. 
..I 

. tnere were American 
prisoners 01" wa:r--CFOh' 1s) still r~r.1a1ning in Vietnam and that 
thes~ POW'5 posed a problem to the openJng of'diplomat~c 
Telations_b~_:tJ-::een the SRV and the United States (U.So)a 

:these"POW's included ~ome who did not 
_·_~·ant-.to return to the U.S. 

. 2. Comment: Other than one American 
civilian who was arrested in Saigon after its fall in 197S~ 
the SRV is not known :t-o have any live .American r.iilitnry or 
civilian prisoners. iev~rthelesss several unctinfirmed reports 
Jhave appeared since l~ay 1975 on the possibility of some UcS .. 
prisoners still remaj~ing in Vietnam.) 

:· ..... 

Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06010857 

. - - ...... 
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. 

--------··-· -··-·---·-------C06001242---
-----·-------- --~Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C0600124 ________________ _ 

~?::;.:·~~~~l:1:;;:~;:_.z::~~tr=~:;~:r~(b )(3) C IAAc~~¢·~:~~~:~~~N~,c-~~;~~~0~:~T 
. . 

. . . -----------------.------------------------------ .-------------------------------

I I . . .... 
ro: OIRNSA, DEPT OF STATE, DIA, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM, 
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS. 

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, W~ITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM; 
NSA. FOR ZKZK 00 ZRL DE· (EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, NSA) ; 
STATE EXCLUSIVE FQR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY, ·INR; DIA 
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, DIA AND PASS .TO NWS (DIRECTOR 

. ONLY). 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

DIST: 30 APRIL 1987 

•. ---------------------------------------------·-------------------- ~ 

EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT 

-------------------------------------------------------------------
COUNTRY: 

SUBJ: 

DOI: 

LAOS 

POW-MIA: ALLEGED AMERICAN POWS SEEN IN 1979 AND i981 
BEING.MOVED THROUGH BAN LONG KAT, OUDOMSAI PROVINCE 

1979 -1981 

TEXT: 1. ACCORDING TO 
---·-­

•' 

...... ... ·-·---·~ .... -.... -

BRCUGHT FOUR AMERICAN 

- --· .. -- ........ - .. . 

Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001242 

(b)(3) CIAAct 
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·-C06001242--- ---------.. - ·- -
---Approved for ~~l~ase: 2015/10/06 C06001242==:::.:.:::=::=::=::=:=:'.:==:::::::::::===~--- --·---!,· . 

.,tL .'t.,_ .. ~_......,_.. ___ .,~ 
:;;.];7::~~~[_~i@'.~£~~~=~ - •• .-··-:--=·-·"!!:""- ·.·.-.·- ., ....... ..:..:,:__ 

~=-~-·---
.:.,:..::~2·-::-=-:-:- ..... 
£~S:~~~---~.;,_:-;.,q.;~--,&m<•;;.f-:m~-~-~~ . . -~~~ .. 1 .... ;;;:-:;:~~. 'lE-~~-; ... 

=~.;;-7::;:.~=-====-~ • ~=•c'" ..• ;..zw;:..--~:-~~~=~~~~~~=-=.1~~ 
='""-'""""''=·==.rr"""'·l;'R',;.];SJ;l~l\!~0:::<...'IU!I:E~~r&"A~E~~.~··-~·~~6·;::.r:H·E?"-P.IfFff0'rffiR'rA-r-E~A:-M'E:/(t • • · 

AT."';:,:_ •• ; S. HOUSE. ,-.~ , •• LEARNED· FROM KR.Aft THAT T-HE FOUR ,AMERICANS HAD 
....... -·B·EEN...:.cAHt:J.R:ED-A:-'F--ltA:UNG· H0UN·-EQC- 5·829~-,-·{)UDOMS1\:I "PROVINCE' ·rn·-A-·n-KNE .......... _ ·····--·--··- ··--·--

CRASH (NFI) .• ·rnE "PRISCNERs· WERE BEING. MOVED FROM P.RISON AT: PHON P.A: . 
RAI, ·wHI'CH rs TWO KII,OMEtER'S"WEST OF BAN- THIN. (R.c" 0892); OUDOMSAI ..... 
PROVINCE, ON ORDERS OF· HIGHER AUTHORITIES WHO~TED THE PRISONERS 
HIDDEN AND PUT INTO A RE-EDUCATION PROGRAM.· • _ · -SAID THAT IN 1981 
H-E-I::E-A:R-NED-FR0M L-----~ -k-VTJ:t".A:GE~-ora:trn-nwr(UTfCUNK)-wHo----t((bb))((31) . 
CAME TO S VILLAGE TO BUY FOOD THAT TWO OF THE AMERICANS HAD DIED 
FROM SICKNESS AND STARVATION AND TWO WERE STILL.ALIVE. THE AMERICANS NatSecAct 
WERE RAISING CHICKENS AND MAKING HANDICRAFT ITEMS AT A COVERT SITE. 
(NFI). 

2. ACCORDING TO 
.. IN OR ABOUT MARCH 1979 WHEN HE 

VISITEP HIS HOME AT BAN LONG KAT HE SAW FOUR AMERICANS IN THE VILLAGE 
WHO.WERE BEING GUARDED BY OUDOMSAI PROVINCIAL POLICE. THEY HAD A 
MEAL AT BAN LONG KAT AND LEFT IN A SOUTHEAST.DIRECTION. THREE DAYS 
LATER THE POLICE CAME THROUGH THE VILLAGE AGAIN BUT WITHOUT THE 
AMERICANS. • 

DISSEM: FIELD: NONE~ 

WASHINGTON DISS?M: 

-·-----· --- ··-·------· 

TO WUSITRM: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

. TO STATE: 'EXCLUS~VE FOR THE ASSI;iTANT SECRETARY, INR 

TO DIA: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, DIA 

. - ......... _, __ ......... -· ... .. 
! . .. -........ _ ·.'.::.· . .... 

Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001242 
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C06001235 
·Approved for Release: 2015/1_Q/06 C06001235 

S~T· 

23 September 1992 

.MEMORANDUM FOR: John Breckenridge 
Chief, Senate Liaison Division 
Office of Congressional Affairs 

VIA: Office of the Deputy Director for Operations 

FROM: I I (b)(3) CIAAct 
Chief, Indochina Operations Group 

SUBJECT: Declassification of an Extract from a 
6 January 1981 Direptorate of Operations 
Spot RepQrt, "'Developments Concerning Alleged 
Presence of U.S. Prisoners in Laos" 

REFERENCE: 18 August 1992 verbal request by Senate Select 
Committee Investigator Mr. Robert Taylor 

The declassified extract requested by Mr. Taylor is 
attached, for passage to him. For internal Agency use only is a 
copy o·f the entire Spot Report, which ·remains classified 
SECRET. Please pass the unclassified sheet only to Mr. Taylor. 

Attachments: 
Extract 
Spot Report 

\L.,-----,------'\ 

(b)(3) CIAAct 

(b)(3) CIAAct 

Approved for Release: 2015/10[9_6_C_0_60_0_1_23_5 ____________ _ 
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C06001235 

·Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001235 

{Concerning what appeared to be a high security detention 
facility capable of holding perhaps 50 POW's in a remote area to 
the east of Nhommarath, Laos): 

Analysis of further imagery of 30·December 1980 located what 
.appears to be the number "52", possibly followed by the letter 
"K", traced on the ground in an agricultural plot inside the 
outer perimeter of the above facility. DIA is unable to ascribe 
any particular significance to the.number, but °'K" was given to 
U.S. pilots as a ground distress signal. It is thus conceivable 
that this represents an attempt by a prisoner to signal- to any 
aircraft that might pass overhead. 

Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001 ~3_5 ______________ _ 827
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

Assistant Vice Director For Collection 
Management 
Department of DeEense 

Principal Advisor For Pri~oner of War 
Missing In Acti0n Affairs 
(Internationil security Affairs) 

Director, Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea 
Bureau. of East A-sian and Pacific Affairs 
Department of State 

Identification of Possible u.s. 
War Camp in Saravane Province, 
Democratic Republic • 

... ~ .. ... . 

Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001242 

Pr i·soners of 
Lao ?eople's 
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1~ Attached as of possible interest to vou 1s a~~-·~----­

obtained 

refugee'observed an 
apparent detention camp in Saravane .Province, Laos, which a 
local village militia chief told him contained 23 American 
Prisoners of War. 

2. This very seDsitive information is for your 
background use only. There will be n~ further distribution of 
this report and additional dissemination or extra~tion of this 
information requires_prior approval from this Agency. DIA is 

.authorized to pass this information to the Joint Casualty 
Resolution Center (JCR' • 

-Deputy Director For Operations 

cc: DCI 
DDCI 
EXEC. '1:Yi''l<"'"" """"·""' •• 
STATE/EAP 
DIA 
NIO/EAP 
NSA 
NSC 

Attachment: Report as stated 

•·:/:.,"' ..... ' .... -....... -::-

Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001242 
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~"" ~ \ ~ .... ,\ \ ....... 
,\ ............ , .. \\''' 

SliBJECT: 

TEXT: l. 

Id~ntiEication oE Possible U.S. Prisoner oE 
War Camp in Saravane Province, Lao People'~ 
Democratic Republic 

Circa March 1983, 
a :-::ilitia chief 

---- - . -·. claimed that there is a Prisoner 
of War (POW) Camp located at the foot of ugoua ~ountain (NCA), 
apprcixirnately 25 kilometers south of Kadon V!llag~ •• According 
to there were 23 American prisoners of war (POW's) 
detained in. the camp. Prior to 1975 the came co~tained 25 
American POW's, but two had since died. said that Kadon 
Village is responsible for growing food for ~he camp and 
insisted that he had personally se~n the POW's on numerous 
occasions while es6orting food convoys to ·the camp. 
added that the militia forces of Cha~an Vill~ge (YB 2197) were 
actually responsible for security ~t-the camr-

..... ··--·.· ..:.-• 

Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 c06001242 
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:.:..ti~·-.1:;.;~·-~··"tt1,,!:J.;J~~.::~:b:!:tl~~~£.-::::;,~t~.E:"C:~.t:1!2~~@t:.;•\":-,~~(!;tcl.::&.~~:.:,og::t.::--.L-.:!:.!;m"U~~.1;2f::::·..._C:r•#~at!'.:.:.~~•t~~.!=!~~J•4,;et:.~ .. :qr:d5fu}Qt~.:11~~:.~:-::ib:L.~~~v::·r!)1':T~ 

. . . 
-------··---- ---- --- -- __ .. ~ ---

:z-~ ..... ~~c:;..Jc-._c.1;.,1,,o .. ~=:=;-%;~~::.-... ~'"l~'ir4~.,...'e!._....,.~:,...,._,..4~w;.~..J'T"~~~-:.;,,.c.s:;;.,-.-.-.,,,,,~.!.'t'~~r.;:....,~~~-..~~~ . . ,• . . . . . . . . .. -. .~ ' . . . 

CENTRAL INTEL.LIGENCE AGENCY'. 
----------------'----'W-A-s.1,uN.G-1:o.N .. _ 9=.c=·-2=o_s_o_s ______ ~l.~_/\_~_v_t'-_-_i"_} _______ _ 

MEMORJ\tlDUM fO~: 

SUBJECT: 

-----------------

For Collection ~lanagerr.ent Assistant vice circctor -
Dcpart~ent o: D~fense 

Direclor, Vietna~, Laos and ~ampuchea •. 
Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affa1rs 
D~part~cnt of State 

11 d •1 c: o_.,,.isoner:;-of-t·iar • ht' oE Six A egc L•-· ~ S 1 g 1 n g 5 . ,., La H a·r:i 1 et i n 
in a Detention camp t~ear •• ;i10 

Nor-thern Laos 
.. -: 

Approved for Rele~se: 2015/10/06 C06001242 
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~~~ri<t1fw~~~~ .... ~~l'.,~~~~~~~l,!lu~~l'itl,.~~~ .. ~~~~t1P~~l,.~....,.._~~~~d',.~~:;~.d:,,:,..~ 

.... !._:.......S..~~C:..M~!:>::q.~~~~~¼4?"-~L..e,.,:..~ .. 1.-4....!..-... .:.....:E.:..1..i....J.)t ...... :3"'~1(¥,.~:ib~ .. -•.~!....,-..:t.: ... ~, 1 ~ ~'!.1\1'(1:~4:-~:..L.:':._ .. uf, ___ .. jn, • 1,··~ ~• .* • !.-o::' ro.i..4~'"'7.:! 

= ... ~...:~.-,.,;F~!).$-~~;::: . . .. 

·s a rep0~t abo~t 
. • blc int"?r.·est to yo~ 1 f- at a• 

l -1.tt'.'lchea as of poss1. ll"'g"'d U c::: prLsoners-o war:-
~he sr~~~ino~ of a to~al o~ sll1xyao~-Th-ao i;·Hamlet, Houa Phan 
- • • . Ll va ·e '- ~ --------,-----o·n-ca-mp-L-A-a--s.ma .,__--=-'==--"------------------------------aete.,,..1 Laos, 
Province, in northern 

? 

cc: DCI 
DDCI 
EXEC DIR 
STATE/EAP 
D.IA ........... ,. 
NIO/EAP 
NSA 

Deputy Directoi::. 

Attachr.tent: Report as stated 

for ope :-at ions 

=-~-===:.~~~A.~-::=ir::==~~~--=-==-~~~~~===· ==,..•·+:~==-~~"'=====-"'--"'-""'"'=======--=== 
£!;:.:. • -- ·-~i;f~s!.::;;,~~~r .. :.: -· .:~=~--=-~~~E~!: • - .:¥"'=:'~'='.:f~.t:".:.--l... --· .. -."'t-=h~'.ie-t::7:..•?.j;_~ • .... -:r~~ 

------------~···---·--- --·-·--···------------------
C: TO 

' Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001242 
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3'JBJECT: 

':'"EKT-: -~:i:-. -r-n--1-a-t;:e-A-p-r-i.1-L9_8_£, --:---:-:--=---saw a total of. six alleged u.s. pris.o·n,;:n::-s--o-f-w-a-i:-( ... P..O.W~s) at a 
~etention camp in a small valley of Thao La Haralet, Houa Pha~ --------
?::-evince, in nortliecn L-:1os (grid coordi.natr?S 20 "degrees north 
:..atitude, 104 dcqrees ,:;.:ist ;;1ericHan). On 26 April , saw four tall Caucasians 

~ho were said to be u.s. POW's bcin0 escorted by two sraall Asian 
3uards fcom the prisoners' house of detention to the·cam[? oEEice. 
'.)n 27 April .saw two bl·acJ<s. ·who were also said 
to be u.s. POW's carrying bamboo baskets on their back being 
escorted up a hill by a guard to carry out their labor duties. 
I · ~1 made the observatior,s from a steep hill at 
the edge of the ThaoU valley where the dr:: tent ion ca:np was 
loca tea. (b)(3) Na!SecAct 
the men the~ had seen were u.s. POW's. He said the carao held 
about 50 such PO~'s who had recently been transferred t; the camp 
from an unknown location.) (Headquarters Comraent: Presumably the 
guards were Lao people's Democratic Republic ( LPDR) _personnel.) 

2. The camp was located across the valley to the southeast 
of Thao La Hamlet. ~he house oE detention was a long, thatched 

------···""""""house with a small front yard. It stood between two smaller 
hou.se·~·--._:;rflt·w'a'll's"·rijlfde"·of"t·imber ;- apparently the camp off ice and a 
guards' quarters. The camp was surrounded by a trench and a fence 
oE closely 2osted, pointed wood poles. Th?o La Hamlet had about 
5~ small houses located-next to a cceek, 

,._., '"•.,.,•,.I . ... . .. . ....... ~· 

Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 coaoq_1242 _:.::;_ _____ _.,;,_ __ 
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f,_..,. ... ,¥·,~9-!~~~•X.:::..j:.:.~.d:t:~~±:•:"
6 

;h:$•·.:·~!&Jit•iFAf:~·•5...-{~$,,;.,,J.:.:l:=~ii!:~~~".!.~~~~::R!'.?'s, ..... ·}_;-±3_: .. ~i~}.:;;;ri'µ:.::.:=~JtM.·+.;::~•~f'k-:::.i;t.•.i:L.'J..~?2r..~¥'3.l...::_S~.f ., .e 't:t•·1.3y1-
11.·~ •,.:; -:~~l: .. :.m:;-~.tz; 

.. . 
-=--::-:-, -- - .... ----,--.... • ............ ___ .. _:,:;:,· ----- ==-- -·- ... - . -------~ ........ - --·· --------- .. - - - -···-
~~~ ..... .,: ... '1-T'! •. w --·--. -----· 

• • CENTRAL INTEl:.LIGENCE AGENCY. • .-:- • 
w ~SHINGTON·.:·o:c:· 2osos • 

11E:-~ORANOUM FOR: ;\ss istnn t '.' ice birect0r for C0llect ior. 
.. ,,,u . .. ................................ H •• • _tta--.f:kag~~~~a,G,,._.-------------------------------

... , .... ,, ...... , ..... ~ ............. , .... ,, ... ,, ..... , .. ,,,,,,,,,,,, ... ,, ............. ,. ';'''"''"''' ......... .......... "'JiC r~: r t:--'t: n ~ () f De f Cr.~ c-

SUBJECT 

----- ·- - ·-- -

Pr inc i o.:i l ,iG'Jisor for r::-isoncr. of \:nr 
• - nnd· i:issinq in Action Affairs 

(Internationnl Security ~ffair~) 
Office cf the Secretary of nefense 

nirector, victna~, Leos nnd Ka~p~chea . 
Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs 
nepartPe~t of State 

Alleged Sighting of Live r.s. Pr~soner~o; 
~ar in the tao People's nemocrat!c Republic 

'.. ... ' ···- .. . .. ... .. . ......... .... . ... .. 
====--~==~---=====-~~~~~..!..~~'""""""""™=~...::.-=~~.:1):1.~-====-,=,,,--==s#Jlts:.~...tl',i,~======~'#1"""""-!t-~~~-== 
' - .~ .. ~.::-~'7~~·.::.... • - ..;..1:°;:t..L...::.~~=7i.· • - .. -:._..:.i..b~:.S.:.r.~.~~.: -- -~.:.=i-~-!P~:;.;t ••• - -:...~:·.:'-=~--=~-; 
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~;~-r::;z:~~~~=ii:::;::.,t'.i.~~=~-;::;;=:?~::;'7;,~~~~;-;,.:;;;.:::~:~~~-, .. ~::7::'.~ 

·- ~---· .,. - u 

~----

u is a rcriort­
---------'---1-.--i\-t_t_e1_c_h_c_ci=---a-s-=-o =--p-o·:=n:;·th-l·e-i-n-t;.e-1::-G-s-t--t.o_y_o~~~-----------------

,., ..... 

0 b ta i ne d from 

cc: 
DCI 
DDCI 
Exec Dir 
D/DDI 
STATF:/EAP 

NIO/EAP 
~JSA 

l\ttachr11ent: 

Deputy Director for'Operations 

ta ,. stated Reper _, 

····:··· 
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.., ___ _,,..,...,......,_..,,_._ • -~- ..._._....I\' ____ ~~~~~~-~~~=:' •. , 

- - ·- -
-,.,..~=~~--~~fc ""'·--....z:;~~===-=(b )(3) CIAA r===~=½-;,,:.:-"~=~"i!ii:m~"7==--e"'~-='-" 

• • • ; ·- • -·· • •• .. • • -- ·- • ·- __,, C • :·,,.,,+ .. ;-~~:,~i,,~.:.u~~~--- -~ .. >-Ci ~--➔ __ u~. ____ · 

!!!$!-!..UZ: Ji+RB £S ••••• , -- ¥· - -·--- - . --

• _ ....................... u ..... .. . : .... . 

- ----------. ---------.--------. --------------------------------
MSO PAGE. 0001 

TOT: 231422Z DEC. 86 

• I . 

TO: IMMEDIATE DIRNSA, DEPT OF STATE, DIA, WHITE HOUS.E SITUATION ROOM, 
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS. 

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHIT~HOUSE SITUATION ROOM;· 
. NSA FOR_ ZKZK 00 ZRL DE (EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, NSA); 

STATE EXCLUSIVE lOR THE DIREGTOR, INR; DIA EXCLUSIVE FOR THe 
DIRECTOR, DIA (DIA IS AUTHORIZED TO PASS THIS INFORMATION TO 
THE JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION ·CENTERS IN BANGKOK AND BARBER·s 
POINT, HAWAJI, FOR COMMANDERS ONLY). 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY· 

DIST: 23 DECEMBER 1986 
-------------------------------------------------------------
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT 
-------------------------------------------------------------
COUNTRY: LAOS 

SUBJ: POW-MIA: STATUS OF ALLEGED LIVE MISSING-'IN-ACTION 
AMERICAN IN K:WlliOUAN PROVINCE, LAOS •• 

DOI: 8 DECEMBER 1986 

........ ~····---· -·· ....... .. '.,": .. . " ... .:. ·. ,• . :-: .... •,. 

Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001242 
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-~----- ·------ ·---11-\f")\ l"'I/\ 1\-J:· • ·-·--

----~--,!'..-.-----~--.J pprov~d for_ Release: 2~15110/06 C06001242... __ ,'1+i::~.I:-FA:R:-~- ·---------

~~;;.;~~~~~~~~~:~;~~:.~~~:;;:;:~~¥\Sfe•iJ·i%11~;,.~~•;:~~;~7~ 

- - -·- - ,_ ... ..,L.\./ , TO 
DISCUSS THE ALLEGED LIVE AMERICAN MI.SSING-IN-ACTION WHO WAS BEI!!.NG~--------~ 

-----HELD-n~---KliAM.MOUAN PROV-INCE. AFTER • ES.TABL.ISHED HIS BONA FIDES WITH 

.... ,,.--.... ·= .............. ' 

•••• BY PROVIDING HI!! WITH THE SIGNATURE OF;·_ . _ :::: _---. - A 
• SLIP OF PAPER WITH THE NAME "H.D. ((STEPHENSON)), I . 

AND PROTESTANT" WRITTEN ::lN. IT. ACCORDING TO , S 11:.PHE WAS 
SERIOUSLY ILL WITH ~LA.RIA. THE NAPENG (WE 7120) VILLAGER CARING FOR 
STEPHENSON, ((TO)) (LNU), TOLD 1 ·THAT HE HAD SOLD A.PAIR OF OXEN 
VALUED AT APPROXIMATELY 4, 50.0 BART, A CART AND THREE "RANGS" (PIKES .. _ 
OF SILVER BARS). TO PURCHASE INJECTION 'MEDICINE FOR STEPHENSON . .---

• ABOUT· 26 BAHT EQUALS U.S. $1.00 AT TliE OFFICIAL EXCHANGE 
RATE. STEPHENSON H.D. If LISTED ON JCRC RECORE>S AS AN AIR FORCE 
MAJOR, WHO WAS A CREW MEMBER. ON AN AC 130 AIRCF.AFT SHOT DOWN IN 1972 
IN LAOS AT·XD 165414, WHICH IS IN THE GENERAL P.R~A OF NAPENG 
VILLAGE.)' 

2. ' TOLD TO HAVE SI~HON COME FOR STEPHENSON IMMEDIATELY 
BECAUSE TO WAS AFR,(ID OF BEING TURNED IN TO IRE.. tPDR AUTHORITIES FOR 
HARBORING HIM. -·- .. CLAIMED TO HAVE GIVEN: .. 6,000 BAHT, 4,000 OF 
WHICH WAS FOR ~; WHICH HE RAISED BY._.SELLING A'RELATIVE'S NECKLACE· 
AND BY BORROWING FROM ACQUAINTANCES. I HAD SPEN.J: 1,5.0.0_BAHT_!WRIN.G 
HIS T~IP ~HICH LAST..E.tLUNTIL 12 DECEMBER. ___ -- ··------

WASHINGTON DISSE~: 
TO WHSITRM: 

TO STAIE: 
TO DIAt 
TO NSA: 

..... -. . ..: '' 

····- -- ----- ·- -

EX~LUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE"HOUSE 
SITUATION ROOM 
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRiCTOR, INR 
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, bIA 
EXCLUSI·VE FOR THE D.IRECTOR, NSA 

. ' ·-.: . ' 

Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C0~001242 
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-co6001242-- ____ ., ,pproved for Releas~: 2015/10/06 C06001242_ 

• -~~•---r,~~~~:.z~.;J·-m7... ·~:~r:~·~~~; --.J..- = -::~~~*=:~:z~~ &&1t::_~1.4;::;;;-_=~-=t~~ 
. • -(b)(3) CIAAct • .. .. . . · . _· 

-····- -. --·-··--.- .-.. 1 r·. -l-ISR . . . .... -·.-·--··-PAGE . .0:001. -·-- c ......... -- ------- ------·----------------·· 

-... . .. ___ :· .TOT-: 302;22:az.oc:1:._86 .. • .... :. I J .... ····-
-------------------------------------- ·-----------------------------------------. .. . 

TO: DIRNSA, DEPT OF STATE, DIA, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM, 
ZEN/CIA OFFICE.OF CURRENT OPERATIONS. 

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM; 
NSA FOR ZKZK 00 ZRL DE (EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, NSA); 
STATE. EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR; DIA EXCLUSIVE FOR THE 
DIRECTOR, DIA AND PASS TO NWS (DIRECTOF. ONLY). 

/ CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

DIST: 30 OCTOBER 1986 

-------------------------------------------------------------
EXCLUSIVE. DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END.OF REPORT 
------------------------------------------·. -----------------
COUNTRY: 

SUBJ: 

DOI: 

SOU~CE:. 

LAOS/THAILAND 

POW-~IA: ALLEGED LIVE MISSING-IN-ACTION AMERICAN 
IN KHAMMOqAN PROVINCE, LAOS; 
REMAINS OF TWO AIRMEN IN SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE, LAOS 

LATE JUNE - OCTOBER 1986 

. -· ........... - '··. -. -- . .. . _.,, ...... ~- · ...... 

Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001242 
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--- _ . _ _ _ . _ Appr<?Ved for R~leas:: _2-.~15/10/06 (?06001~42 . _ _ . . . _ . 

::::;;~~:;;,. .;:;.,;_;;::;:;:;.,.;;,,;;,;~~ .. ~->t•~ .. -;:;;;r;,J.~~ 

... 
": .. -- • • - --w=• • • •-•• • -

• ..----":""'- • J • -

T.V1' • I. TN LATE ·JUNE 1986 ,. (. 
·- _:.. ___ ... ,J.,,i~..t,,,--·_.-, .... - -=-~-- .. 

------~ •··'"---~---------------------------'--------
TOLD A LAO REFUGEE THAT A FELLOW VILLAGER 

TOLD HIM OF A LIVE AMERICAN "PRISONER OF WAR" (POW) WHO WAS LIVING IN 
A CAVE AND WAS BEING HUDEN FROM THE'LPDR GOVERNMENT BY NAPENG 
VILLAGERS. THE VILLAGEgS PROVIDED PROTECTION AND GUARDED THE POW. 
THE POW HAD SUFFERED A JROKEN LEG IN 1972 WHEN HIS AIRCRAFT CRASHED, 
AND HAD BEEN TREATED BY A VILLAGER WHO STILL CONTINUED'TO LOOK AFTER 
HIM. NAPENG VILLAGE CONSISTED Of APPROXIMATELY 80 HOUSES AND WAS 
COMPRISED OF INHABITANTS WHO DID NOT CLOSELY COOPERATE WI.TH LPDR 
AUTHqRITIES. ACCORDING TO •. THE POW HAD SAID Tf½.T IF ANY OF 
THE VILLAGERS COULD CARRY A MESSAGE TO THAILAND AND·ARRANGE TO EFFECT 
HIS RESCUE, THE POW WOULD "TAKE CARE OF° THE ENTIRE VILLAGE." 

2. r: __ 

. SAID THAT THE REMAINS OF TWO U.S. AIRMEN WERE LOCATED IN. 
THE·VICINITY OF CHOMAT AND VIANG VILLAGES (POSSI]ll.Y WD 5068) HAT 
CANTON, PHIN DISTRICT, SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE. J roLD THE REFUGEE. 
THAT THE REMAINS COULD 3E RECOVERED BUT THAT IT ·WOULD COST MONEY TO 
EXCAVATE THE SITE AND TO HOLD A CER;!fONY FOR THE "SPIRITS" (PHI) BY 
THE VILLAGERS WHO OWNED THE SITE. · SAID THAT IT WOULD COST 
APPROXIMATELY 25,000 KIP PER SET OF.REMAINS. . -35 KIP 
EQUAL.S U.S. $1.00 AT BE OFFICIAL EXCHANGE RA'iE.) . ·CLAIMED TO 
HAVE VISITED THE SITE. 

3. IN SE.PTEMBER, '!.'HE REFUGEE SAID THAT Hf:. HAD PROVIP:i:;D __ 
WITH 3, 000 THAI BAHT TO GO AND GET THE REMAINS. . .. 
ABOUT 26 BAHT EQUALS U.S. $1.00 AT THE CURRENT EXCHANGE RATE.) THE 
REFUGEE CLAIMED THAT HIS BROTHER TOLD HIM THAT ONE SET OF REMAINS_HAD 
BEEN DELIVERED TO PAKSEBANGFAI. (VD 7373) VILLAGE ON 12 OCTOB.ER. THE 
REFUGE~ SAID THAT HIS BaOTHERS WERE THE VILLAGE CHAIR~ AND CHIEF.OF 
MILITIA. THE REFUGEE SAID THAT ~E PLANNED TO CROSS ~ACK INTP LAOS TO" 
RETRIEVE THE REMAINS. 

. ____ , .. , .. ,• . ' ' ............ . . ........ , .. -.... '".:- · ....... _ .... 

.. ..... .. ..... . ' ............... ' '·--·· ... _ .. ' --====--===-="'"•-==-...,.:...:.:....=.~== =---=======• =!'~~ .• wmm .. ==-~-• ..,..._....,..........,,.'!;W:;===-=====-=----• 
. ==-··· ...... ~~~~~~=:·- ··---~~;;=~~~$'-~~~--· ____ ......,__~--· -.. :.if§..~"7~•~.:,i;,,:.:••:---=-..-..:,••-::...:-:...=t.if- i:l'\.:.!:.??F-;t~:... - -;-~~~-
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;:;~~_;.::~~_:.:;~;:;;;;;;;d':';:;r;,~;q~;:.;?.;~~~;;:.:;;;~~~~~¥~~':;~ 

• • • --·.-- • __ ·_· ___ •• • •• ,.·.(•b.·)(3.) Cl·AA't. •.• -~ ... -----. · --------.-------------~--------------
• -- C ·-· - . • - . .. ·---·-· . . . . . . . 

MSR PAGE° 0001 
TOT: 242056Z OCT 86 I . 

-------------------------------------------------------·------------------------

TO: DIRNSA, DEPT OF.STATE, DIA; WHITE HOUSE SiTUATION ROOM, 
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF .. ~URRENT OPERATIONS. 

PASS: EXCLUSIVE' FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM; 
NSA FOR ZKZK OO'ZRL DE (EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTO~, NSA); 
STATE EXCLUSIVE'FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR; DIA EXCLUSIVE FOR THE 
DIRECTOR, DIA (DIA IS AUTHORIZED TO PASS THIS INFORMATION TO 
THE JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTERS IN BANGKOK AND BARBERS 

• POINT, HAWAII, FOR COMMANDERS ONLY). 
---------------------- •• ---------------------------------------------

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

DIST: 24 OCTOBER 1986 
----------------------------------------------------------------· 
EXCLYSIVE DISSEMINATIO~- TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT 
-------------------------------------------------·-----------------
COUNTRY: LAOS/VIET~AM 

SUBJ: ALLEGED LOCATION OF LIVE AMERICAN POWS IN LUANG 
PRABANG PROVINCE, LAOS 

DOI: MID 1986 

SOURCE: 
-·· 

TEXT: 1 .. ACCORDING TO A LAO.RESIDENT WHO DROVE A SUPPLY TRUCK AND 
REPORTEDLY SAW THE POWS, THERE WERE SEVEN AMERICAN POW'S AS~OF MtD-
1986 BEING DETAINED AT A CAMP NEAR NAM BAC (T& 36-83) TOWN, OUDOMSAI 
Dr'STRICT, LUANG PRABAN( PROVINCE, LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBUC 

... ,• .. ,, .. _..,_., '-·· .. ·. -­. .. -··-- ' ... 

....... .. _ -··· 

. -... ": ·- ... :-·- .... _, ___ , 

. . 
Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001242 
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··c O 6 0 012 4 2·-·.:....·-· .Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C0600124 . _ . 

~-;;;;_~~~~·~~ 

.. ···--·--··---~---···-··-··------

- •. FORMER ·REEDUCATION" CAMP INMATES""FR0/1 LUANc:;· PRN3AN(;°"..:; __ _ 

P.RO.VINCE., -WHO FLED TO r;-fAILAND IN 1986, HAVE--R.EPORTED A REEDUCATION 

CAMP AT NAM BAC. THE CAMP WAS EMPTIED OF REEDUCATION INMATES ABOUT 

_______ l.9-8.0_AND_IHE-CAMP-WAS-Q.;GUP-I-ED-B·Y-·P·E0P·t.E-'-S-A-:IUty-QF-.VTETNAM-(PAVN)'-----'------­

TROOPS,) SIX OF THE AJ-f.ERICANS WERE HISPANICS AND ONE WAS A CAUCASIAN 

AMERICAN NAMED ((LINGER)) (PHONETIC). THERE .HAD BEEN 12 AMERICAN, · 

POWS AT THE SITE BUT IN 198:5 FIVE OF THE AMERICANS POWS WERE MOVED TO 

THE SOVIET UNION. ALL OF THE AMERICAN POWS HAD BEEN CAPTURED IN.1968 

WHILE WORKING AT THE NAM BAC CAMP. NAM BAC WAS THE 

SITE 0~ AN AIRFIELD DURING THE INDOCHINA WAR. NO AMERICANS WERE 

STATIONED THERE, BUT SOME AMERICAN PERSONNEL VISITED THERE 

OCCASIONALLY. NONE OF THEM WERE,LOST.) THE CAMP WAS OVERRUN BY"THE 

ENEMY AND T~E AMERICANS WERE CAPTURED. iN ADDITION TO THE AMERICANS, 

THERE WERE 30 FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE PRISONERS AT ·THE CAMP. 

r-

2. THE PRISON CAMP WAS. SURROUNDED BY· A DOUBLE FENCE. THE 

INTERNAL AREA WAS FENCED WITH BAMBOO WHILE THE EXTERNAL AREA WAS 

FENCED WITH NINE WALLS OF BARBED WIRE, EACH ABOUT 170 CENTIMETERS IN 

HEIGHT. THERE WERE ABO:rT SIX TO EIGHT BUILDINGS FOR PRISONER~ IN THE 

INTERNAL AREA. EACH PRISONER BUILDING WAS ABOUT 50Xl0 "ME.TERS- IN 

SIZE, BUILT-OF CEMENT WITH CORRUGATED-SHEET METAL ROOFING. THE TOTAL 

INTERNAL AREA WAS ABOUT 3 RAI IN SIZE. (FIELD COMMENT: 2.5 RAI 
EQUALS ABOUT ONE ACRE.) 

3. THE AMERICAN POWS WERE GUARDED BY LAO PEOPLE'S.ARMY (LPA)­

SOLDIERS AND HAD BEEN WORKING AS CONSTRUCTION fOREMEN' FOR THE 

CONSTRUCTIOij OF A DISPEHSARY AND LIVING QUARTERS BUILDING LOCATED 

ACROSS ROUTE SIX FROM THE CAMP WHICH.WAS LOCATED ON .THE NORTH SIDE OF 

ROUTE .SIX •• A PAYN SECURITY UNIT .WAS LOCATED NEAR THE • 

DISPENSARY/LIVING QUARTERS AREA AND A PAVN CHECKPOINT WAS LOCATED AT 

MUANG NGOY (TH 5891). THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE POWS HAD BEEN SERVING AS 

CONSTRUCTION WORKERS FOR THE. PROJECT. THESE TwO BUILDINGS WERE . 

COMPLETED IN 198'5. THE PRISONERS WERE GUARDE.C BY LPA SOLDIERS WHEN 

THEY WORKED OUTSIDE THE CAMP, BUT WERE. ALLOWED TQ SPEAK WITH LO~~t, _ .... 
VILLAGERS. ••• . . . 

4. THE LIVING CONDITI"ONS OF THE POWS WERE TERRIBLE. THEY WERE 

.... GIV"EN MILLED BUT UNPOLISHED RICE TO EAT WHICH" l~AS SQMETIMES 

SUPPLIMENTED BY WHEAT OR BARLEY FROM CUBA. THS POWS WERE IN BAD 

HEALTH DUE ro'H.ALNUTRITLON. 

. Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001242 
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·-·- -. . .. ' . 
- - -· ~- ·.-·· - • • ·:. ___ :-.. ~-!!~·-·· ---· -· -·- - - ~..-:;;..__;;.:;..;.:.,.._,.... • ··- ':'~--~-- - ·-- -- -~ 

'""=;;,,,~~~~=~"";":~~~""',=:w~~- _"',:.41"':"'-:-::~-,==~~.,,.-::~-" 

--- ··--·-----·--·-·------- --­
: PAS$: EXCLUS-I.VE' F.OR T:-.E 0IRECTOR·, .. WHITE· ·HOUSE S-ITUATION ROOM';-· 

NSA FOR: ZKZK--00, ZRL .. E)E. (Excws·~-VE-- FOR rim Dr-RECTOR; NS.A}; 
STATE EXCLUSIVE. FOR THE DIRECT.OR, INR; DIA EXCLUSIVE FOR 
THE DIRECTOR, DIA AND PASS TO NWS (DIRECTOR ONLY). 

-------------------------------------------------- --- ---- -----
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

---------------------------·-----------------------------------------
,_ 

DIST: 20 SEPTEMBER 1986 

-----------· -------------- .------· ---------------------------
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT 
----------------. -----------. ----------------·----------------

'COUNTRY: LAOS/THAILAND/VIEINAM 

SUBJ: POW/MIA: ALLFGED RELOCATION IN JUNE 1986 OF 226 AMERICAN 
PRISONERS OF WAR TO SONGHON DISTRICT, SAVANNAKRET 
PROVINCE, LAOS FROM VIETNAM 

DOI: JUNE 1986 

SOURCE: 

SAID THAT HE HAD OBTAINED THE ALLEGED REMAINS FROM ((NGAM)) (LNU), AN 
INHABITANT OF NONG CHIK (WC 449862) VILLAGE, SONGHQN·DISTRICT, 
SAVANNAKHET.PROVINCE, LAOS. ACCORDING TO JISCOVERED THE' 
REMAINS OF tHREE SERVICEMEN AT A CRASH SITE LOCATED IN' THE JUNGLE AT 
WC 442864. -· __ . HAD BEEN· SCHEDULED TO MEET AGAIN ON 30 
AUGUST. (THE REASON FOR THE SECOND MEETING WAS NOT SPECIFIED, BUT MAY 
HAVE BEEN TO DISCUSS THE SALE 0~. THE BALANCE OF THE MIA REMAINS.) 

FURTHER SAID -THAT 226 U.S. PRISONERS OF WAR (POW'S) WERE 
ALIVE AND BEING HELD IN LAOS. .iAID THAT HE LEARNED ABOUT THE 

_f..0.li' S FROtf -- •• • .:LAIMED THAT HIS' ELDER EROTHER • -·-··---·-... 
WAS A MEMBER OF THE UNIT GUARDING THE PRISONERS. 

SAID TijAT THE POW'S HAD BEEN RELOCATED INTO LAOS FROM VIETNAM 

. .. ----:··· --
. .. .... - .. ..:.·~ .. · .. . _ .. ,, .. ,_ .·_. ... · ..... •• - ...... - • ..! ._ • .• 

' --· .,_ 

··- ...... • .... ' 

==--==-=---~-----------===-~=w--=··.,.., --~===~, .......... et':! .... ___ == === ::=:=::::-1,.r.e.:;;; ~=;• ·"-'"'~~ 
...:...::.._...._ _____ .. ="~::;¥=~~4::.: .-... ~.:~J~,.,.~~~- ...: .. :~::@:~~·=-:===-::::..-·__,__...;......,:•c=,.•-=··£: ~-'7"=:~ :. :;:..:-'--------=-:....· ..... -:. :=~=-·,.:....:.~ 
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::,--=7~-=~~. . .. ~ ~ . . .. ·-· __ . - . ··- •. .· ,' .- . . ~~ . ....:.._ __ _ 
.t-~:=....;r ..... =,•• ~..,,,,...,,,.,,.,,,,.::.,,-,;i:;r.;,,_,.z,rr,io,.,.r.r.=.•···•''""lfit'.:~1.Wlt"a;.:,,-m,-.mt",5;c.u,,:1f.;.{¥.!/;;,""1"{f'.1;>~~r-:,,..-'l'l.1iifi'.'ln'tr~'l'\llli:ii,:M;.i,:,~%~....=,=w-ii'-.$-""~;;..~.,.~7.­
. . .... . .. -'-::r.J:;l\.•\::i:.t1.---..i:\:'J·J:'\l•J.li,:-.1,"';"7.,t:H:>:=;:-:-:--:-:-:--~\.:l-.t1.MJ."'ll,,l ..... fl•Ci..;..'~""·w"'~u-J.:1--;--:-:---!':l!V-::--\!l,J;;J:;:~J;.:~~u,~~:"t!l:I : •. . .. •••. • , • ~. • • ::--..!:...-::.: 

S~GNATURES OF. THE. POW' S F.R0!1· .. • ,. WHICH , P.LANNED: TO. SEND· TO THE 
-----··-·---- ··- - U. S·. --G0-V·E-RNM-EN-T.-·--·S·A-IEl-:-THA.'.f-HE-,------, -AND- ·'--·-----HAD-1'.RAV-ELED-10 .. A----------··--.. 

• POINT LOCATED ABOUT 20 KILOMETERS (KMS) DTSTi:\NT FROM' .SEPONE' (XD' 3'2.44) 
DISTRICT ALONG ROUTE NINE IN- THE. DIRECTION OF' VIETNAM .. • •• 3:A:ID· THA°T 
WHEN THEY ARRIVED AT P:lE POINT ALO.NG ROUTE 

.N-:rN'E, ~E-F-T-T-H-E-R0:A:D-0N·-F00!-T-RkV·E-l:.I-N.G..-T-O-T:HE-S0U.'.fH-=-. --------
. SAID THAT HE WAS DIRECTED TO WAIT AT THE RO!J). . RETURNED TO 

ROUTE NINE AFTER ABOUT FOUR HOURS AND CLAIMED TO HAVE PERSONALLY 
SIGHTED THE POWS, BUT SAID HE WAS UNABLE TO "DO ANYTHING" BECAUSE OF 
A LARGE NUMBER OF LAO PEOPLE'S ARMY (LPA) SECURITY FORCES AT THE 
"INNER AREA" AND THE. PRESENCE OF PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM (PAVN) 
SOLDIERS AT- THE "OUTER AREA" WITHIN A TEN KM RADIUS OF THE CAMP. 

TOLD • THAT PLEDGED TO RESCUE THE POWS WHEN OPPORTUNITY 
PERMITTED. 

3. ,u--•·-- _ ,iAD INVOLVED THEM-
SELVES WITH THE ALLEGED POWS IN EXPECTATION OF RECEIVING A REWARD AND 
RESETTLEMENT IN THE U.S. THI'S ATTITUDE CONCERNING THE POW'S WAS ONE 
OF. CONFIDENCE THAT TH~ STORY WAS TRUE. THE PERIOD WHEN THE ALLEGED 
POW'S WERE MOVED INTO LAOS COINCIDED WITH THE MUTUAL COOPE~ATION 
AGREEMENT·SIGNED BETWEEN VIETNAM. AND THE U.S. ON POW/MIA MATTERS.) 

WASHINGTON DISSEM: 
TO WHSITRM: 

TO STATE: 
TO PIA: 
TO NSA: 

........ -- .. --· .. ··- -· .. 
. ~-i: .. : ':· 

EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE 
SITUATION-ROOM. 
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR. 
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, DIA, 
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, NSA. 

.. ___ " .. _ 
-===--===-~~~-:=::"-= - ·-===-.................. :b:,.,,. ~,..,......,....,.,,..,~,..,===••·~~~~---====-===··====....... ~ 
~-~..:.:•-=-' =-~.-~~~~=·: =··•'-'. -"-....----...:...::a-":::.,.:. ... _.::a~~-::-~~~=~----:.:..---·:.:..;• -::..a'=:-. .... .:.:=·-.-=-7~.i.r.:.' • • . - ----:~~~-.. • ~~~75::.~·...: 
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----------·C06001242--- · • • b)(3)CIAAct·~---·---------
. . _. pproved for Release: 201~/10/06 C06001242 .. ,.-S.T.Af..f. _ __, ______ _ 

~- .:r - _:;z;z..,:~ .. ~~tl;.,:,,«",rn:-1,1 -· • • • •~If.(...,,., -~ • - :--:....:;_.~~~-z:--;;.!"""'"2,-,.,.;,;;;...;m;;;~~~;:,.:r .. ..-.--. 

l..~~~~~ 

PASS:·· EXCLus·tv·E .. FOR-.THE riiRECTOR,· WHITE.HOUSE ·siniirroN ROOM;· 
NSA FOR ZKZK 00 ZRL DE (EXCLUSIVE. FOR THE DIRECTOR, NSA); . 
STATE EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR; DIA EXCLUSIVE FOR 

-----------,,HE"7JTRECTOR-, DTA--ANo·-pxss-ro-:-Nws-o:nR::Et'TO'R--ONCT)'-.-. ----~--------
-- - --------. -- .---·-------· --------------------------------------...: 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
---------------------------------------------------------------------

DIST: 16 SEPTEMBER 1986 

-----------------------·---- ~---------------------------------
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED lT END OF REPORT 
-------------------------------------------------------------
COUNTRY: • LAOS/VIETNAM 

SUBJ: 

DOI: 

SOURCE: 

ALLEGED DETENTION OF SIX PRISONERS OF WAR IN 
XIENG KHOUANG PROVINCE, LAOS 

M.A,.RCH 1986 

TEXT: 1. AS OF EARLY MARCH 1986, 

, TOLD A MEMBER OF THE LAO RESISTANCE MD FORMER DETENTION CAMP 
INMATE THAT A GROUP OF SIX AMERICAN PRISONERS-OF-WAR (POWS) WERE 
STILL INCARCERATED AT A CAMP LOCATED AT THAM PHA LEUNG (NCA) CAVE 
NEAR PHOU SAO (UG 3918) VILLAGE,· XIENG KHOUANG PROVINCE. THERE WERE 

... SEVE,N LPA SOLDIERS SERV:NG AS GUARDS AT THE CAvE- A.ND ONE NURSE WAS 
ALSO' ASSIGNED TO THE CAVE. ONE COMBINED BATTALION-SIZED LPA AND 
PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM FORCE WAS DEPLOYED ALONG ROUTE S·· THROUGH LAT 

• HOUANG (NCA) TO LAT SEN (NCA), CONTROLLING ACCESS TO THE AREA .• 
ANOTHER LPA "SPECIAL FORCE" COMPANY.COMPRISING 60 SOLDIER~ COMM.ANDl:;D 

·- .... '·--- · .... ·_ .............. . 

. . ........ . 
====--==--=-----......... ~ie.. .. 
-=-----=-c.:.,;;-;..,· • ...,, .......... :-.. ==-··~:::i.:=.. •• -· 

' .. ----- ·-·· ... 

Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001242 

.. . ........ -........ _,, ...... ·-

844

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 102 of 269

John
Text Box
 EXHIBIT 131




000398

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 260-4   Filed 10/22/16   Page 36 of 57

·-c O 60012 42-· ---- - pp~:;lfo~,R~l~~s"e~ 2015/1 □io6 C06001242 -- •• ·=======-­
:;::~:;;;r_;;;;~·~~~::~~~~0~.;--~:~~--~1~,7-~~~:::".":--:~~~::'.~-;;:~~;;::~~,;~~~r-~::_; 

---·. -- ---- ---~~- -~- -====·:'" ~- . ·--~~---
--~--·· ____ • ~ • • =~ ==-· --=-=-~=·~*- ·- .~"~~ 
~*-'~~-=~#.w'~~~--=::x:~=::4"<1~w":Krapf:oy'Eff::,~~;olttT.E;.;. K'fmttE.rERs"":"-<I===== ~--:-

• • DISTAN-:r· FROM THE •• CAVE. THE GENERAL AREA WHERE·· THE 'CAVE. WAS: LOCA.TED, •• • • 
------------.. ---· ·NEAR-THE-Jo·rnT-sncIA.crsrREPUBl. ICOF ~IE.INAM. (sR v.)ANb-fpoI(s6.ii.oii,~--_- - .. • . • · 

WAS A VACATiON ARE.;.; FOR LEADERS 0-F THE .. THREE '.'INDOCHINESE" COUNTRIES, 
••• • AS w·ELL AS AN IN-FORMATION CENTER FOR THE INDOCHINESE COUNTRIES. . . .. . ·--- - ..... 

2. 

ORIGINALLY. TOLD OF THE SIX POWS BY 
H.A.0. BEEN 

. IN 1977, THAT HE HAD TRAVELED TO ·XIENG 
KHOUANG PROVINCE TO INVESTIGATE THE POW CASE AT THAM PHA LEUNG CAVE. 
ACCORDING TO fHE SIX AMERICAN POWS A...~D TWO ROYAL LAO ARMY 
(FAR) T-28 PILOTS HAD BEEN ARRESTED AND DETAINED AT THE CAVE. AFTER 
THE PATHET LAO HAD SUCCEEDED IN "LIBERATING" LAOS AND THE PEACE 
AGREEMENTS SIGNED, THE POW GROUP WAS TRANSFERR.W TO LONG (UG 3512) 
VILLAGE, HOUA GNON CANTON, PEK (UG 1251) DISTRICT, XIENG KHOUANG • 
PROVINCE. THE POWS WERE USED AS LABORERS. TO PLANT CROPS UNDER. THE ..... 
~~!i.!~O~ OF_l_H_!::_ §~VE~ ~-P~_S9..~!?.~ERS AND THE NU~SE~ 

I 

ACQ: (10 SEPTEMBER 1986). 

WASHINGTON DISSEM: 
TO WHSITRM: 

TO STATE: 
TO DIA: 
TO NSA: 

.. 
--···· ··-· 

EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, 
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM. 
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR .. 
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, DIA. 

• EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, NSA. 

. ..:-. : .· . . : . 

• *--· - • • 

--"'"=== .. ·- r.:::::. :. ,,r:._- •:r:i-:;.·::::--·• Z.•.:t 

Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001242 
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-co 60012 42·· • -----------~---·_--(b)(3)Approved for Release: 2015/10/06°C0600-12_4_2 __ ·-------------·-· 
:·. ····· •, -------............... 

TO: DI RNS-A--;-·-D·E-P=r--·oF·-·S=r-A·T-E,--0+A,·WH-I-T-E--HO·U·S,6---S-1-T-UA.:r-1-0N--RQOM-,--·- _· __ • -- --···-·-··- ···-···· -· _ 
•• • ZE-N/C'l°A OFF I CE OF C.URRE:NT" Q'PER-A'TTONS. • "·. - · .. · 

. ' ~ ... .. . .... 

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE )IRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM•.· 
-----....... ~=-N~Sc!!A:!.!::..!FOR ZKZK OoZRT-D-t('EXC'[O'STVrF"oR--nrrDTR'E'CTO~N'S"A-)• .... ,,-----------

STATE EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR; DIA EXCLUSIVE FOR 
THE DIRECTOR, DIA AND PASS TO NWS (DIRECTOR ONLY). 

-------------------------------------------------------------J-------CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
-· -- --- .. ----- . -· - ---·--

DIST: 16 SEPTEMBER 1986 

---------------------------------.--------------------.------EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION Tb ADDRESSEES LISTED Al ~ND OF REPORT 

COUNTRY: LAOS • 

SUBJ: ALLEGED SIGHTING OF FOUR AMER1CAN POWS IN XIENG 
KHOUANG PROVINCE, LAOS IN 1983 

DOI: NOVEMBER 1983 

SOURCF--- -

TEXT: l. IN MID-SEPTEMBER 1986, ! REPORTED THAT HER 
BROTHER HAD SEEN FOUR AMER I CAN PRISONERS-OF-WAR. (PO.WS) _I.N NflVEMBER 
1983 1.N .l{ I ENG KHOUANG PROVINCE, LAOS .. THE BROTHER • 

THAT HE WAS A DRIVER WITH A TEN-TRUCK CONVOY TRAVELINC..FROM 
.ii I i:..NG .. t<HOUANG TO SALA PHOU KHOUN (TG 3051) IN NOVEMBER 1983. . 
. . 1·: THE CONVOY PROBABLY TRAVELED ON ijOUTE SEVEN.) ONE OF THE.' 
TRUCKS HAD-MECHANICAL PROBLEMS ANO THE CONVOY HALTED ON THE ROAD 
ABOUT 50 KILOM~TERS FROM XIENG KHOUANG. ONE OF THE DRIVERS WENT INTO 
BUSHES OFF THE ROAD TO RELIEVE HIMSELF. HE WAS APPROACHED BY AN • 
UNNAMED LAO MAN WHO STATED THAT HE WAS PART OF A GROUP WHICH HAD 
ESCAPED FROM A PRISON CAMP AND ASKED FOR ASSISTANCE. THE DRIVER 
RETURNED TO THE CONVOY AND TOLD THO MERCHANt'S BROTHER WHO WENT TO 
MEET THE ESCAPEE. THE ESCAPEE TOOK-THE .BROTHER TO MEET THE OTHER MEN . 

· IN THE ESCAPEE GROUP, WHICH INCLUDED THREE FORMER ROYAl LAO.ARMY 
(FAR) GENERALS, FOURTEEN OTHER FAR SOLDIERS AND FOUR CAUCASIAN MALES, 

WHICH THE BROTHER BELIEVED TO BE AMERICAN POWS. THE BROTHER WAS TOLD 
THAT THE FOUR CAUCASIANS HAD BEEN CAPTURED AT SOM THONG (TG 7924) 
NEAR THE FORMER AMERICAN SUPPORTED BASE AT LONG THI ENG (TG 8313). THE 
DATE OF CAPTURE WAS NOT STATED. 

2. THE BROTHER RECOGNIZED ONE OF THE ESCAPEES AS A FORMER FAR 
...... ·--····-·-.---(FORCE ARME.LROXA;L.E.L.P I LOT WHO 11.At.A . .F,~_l~_ND OF THE BROTHER. .• THE 

·: MERCHANT 1 S 0 8R01'AER":WAS ASKED T.O HID.E::"[H.E'.ESCAPEES 'ON~TH'E"'.JfUJC'K ·co.NVOY' • • ... - ...... • --
···· . . AND T.RANSPOR.T T.1:1.E.l!\...:r.O S.AFETY ... THE SROTt'!E.R STATED THAT HE .TOLD THE MEN 

- _.-~El,-;;.,.. ..:.;J;I-Ol'C.T:B;Ee.;OE:RiEdTtlOC!li'k~!RY=oF'.IF.IFl:t"5'~1ift&~-;:t--T--wffs:-~r-e.~~tf.O:_E!~,.tJ§f:'"1'0,=.=. =--==i:;-========= 
• 'fAK-E-"fH·E-K· 1 1 ' TY ··:r.u,,:_c..r.i1J.V.r:l¥...-l-NS:r.U.:O:...T.l:l.£.:::.BRO-T.B:Ete;[O:O:LC0N.C..Etif:E::.l~:Lt.0T/ • • ➔~'¼-n~:i.,.=-·:.---

FR I END. ; .,·~ . ·-··-······ . ,T HER BROTHER IMPLIED THAT THE FORMER 
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-\.._. U OU U ..LL. '± L. • 
·-----------,(b)(3) GA.~P!.9~-~d for Release: 20.::/10/0~ C060~1?4·-· ____ _ 

·,~.- .~~ 

~~~~~-------~-~~~Q'.';~~,~~~w0:o,;~~~~~~~~~;,_~=--~~-:::~-=~~ 
. • . T-OT :. 162.00~l. SE.P 8,6· . I I . . · 

----·----- •------•---•------..--·-M- -- - • -•-------- ..:;:.----·--•---------•·-•- --•-•----

> P 1.LQ:Y. HAO EVENTUAU Y E·SCAP·E.D AND WAS· S·AFE· l1N ANOWER GOUNT-RY·. • • 
• .WA·S. UNABLE TO R-EM·fMBER ANY:.:OT-HER □.ETA.I LS OF. .Tl:lE'-SJORY. 

WASHINGTON DISSEM: 
• TO WHS I TRM: EXCLUSIVE 

TO STATE·: 
TO DIA: 
TO NSA: 

SITUATION 
EXCLUSIVE 
EXCLUSIVE 
EXCLUSIVE 

F<·R THE DIRECTOR, WHITE FOUSE 
ROOM 
FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR 
FOR THE DIRECTOR, DIA 
FOR THE DIRECT.OR, NSA 

I.JAOLlll.tl"'- nrnl"\M~ ,., .,..,.. r,.. ......... - .... _ ...... - ··--·-·· ···---· ·-- ••• 

. .. --~· . ·-·-.. . . . . . __.___ .. ,,._,,_........,~ .... --,::~-==----=-=t:!.....~~....,._~ . ~---... --............ ~~-----~.., ... ...., ...... ..,,.........._.!:!h:.~~-~~~i::==".=:::---::==-= 
: ..... ::.:.;:-e~!:-~~ft;..• -·------ _---:::;::f..-~:-::,~"'~-"".;J:..."-'·--'-'=:·c;..-----'--·::...· '-"''-:.""-:.-.. =~-==~--,:..;~'"-:""'i;.11'~=~·~.:.:..• •• ..:.·•-o:f:.l...:(:.':"::""'.!..\Z.':!:tiE':!'" ...... :."'T:. •• ,.!.-.: .r~•.:::=-. :;::1:r..:-·=-·-,.._~-

.:. ... 
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.......... · ...... , 

S·t;:·&J-E-G-T---------· __ R.e.p.o_r._ted Deten):ion of 16 Ame deans in Laos 

TEXT: l. Or. 22 J.uly.1985, a 
information report with the 

"as issued. The 
above.heading and numbered 
sour~e reporte~ the following additional 
further disc~~sion with the suhsource in 

information, based ~n 
early August 1986. 

2. The American POW det.e:ition camp is- at Doi Nang· Lio, also 
Jcn:;;wn as Tham Mae Mai (Widow's cave), which is in the area of 
Muang Ngoy (TH 585915) •. There is a road linking Oudomsai via 
Tasseng Phra That to Tasseng Don Lao of Muang Ngoy. This is a new 
road built by the Vietnamese in 1984 wi-th .. a· length of 36 
kilometers. Th.e roa_d circles.around Muang Ngoy pistrict office 
and merges wi.th the main road to Muan.g Na Mo, • Muang Ngoy has six 
(sic) ?assengs: Ng_oy, Nern Lat, Ban Mo,." Nong_ S1.ng, a_nd Don Lao, • 
which is where the pow camp is located.· 

3. He-adquarters Comment: No coordinate~ were given .for the 

above locations.·. 

Page 3 of 3 

.... ·...:.."• ......... .. ..... _,_ .......... - .. . . .................. · .. .. . : .. . .: .... .. 
..... , .. • 
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MEMO-RANDUMF·mr:--lirs"s+s-t--a-A-t-V-i-c.e..:....D i rec to:: for Co 11 ect ion Manage me:i: 
Defense Intelligence ·Agency 

Principal.~dvisor for Prisoner of war 
Missing in Action Affairs 
(International Security Affairs) 
Department of Defense· 

,. 
SUBJECT 

l. 

CC: DC1 . 
DDCI 
EXEC DI F. 
NIO/EA 
DOI 

: ..... : . .. D..P:f>-:_ :- - . 

Di.rec·tor, _Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia 
Bureau of East·Asian and Pacific Affairs 
oerattme-nt of· State 

Office of the Assistant to the Presidc;-it foe 

National Se~urity Affairs 
National security council 

Director, National security Agency 

Reported Detention of 16 Americans in Laos 

for Op~ations 

, . --- .... . . . . . 
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-=••s-e••---~ I -,--s:s---=• 
--". p ::.= ., .... .-,.;: •• "'- =-

At·tachmen t Report as Statea 

Page 2 of 3 

.. ~ ....... -..:·, ... 

~-:===!,~-- --=-==......,_ ...... ~'=-~~-====~~====-·=c•-~....lllli1llw:... ~~,..-========= .. ~,"' .. _"'~-"'-"',1.:"':.,"'.r=_"'·"":1,~-~~-... -':"- ... 
~-;::-•P;•~:1-..._ ______ z.... .. '""'"""•"='-,~,.:.t;-!,•:!=itU'.J, •• .. ~~"?_:s;:!:.....:.~• ----~---·~·--·-----, -~-=•~.-.::••....,..a...---.:....--=-= _, .._ _______ _ 
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'--'VVVV.L.L.."':1:tt:.. 

, ____ Approved for Release: ;::u IOI IVJVV '-'Vv~- ·- ·-·--··· 

· SUBJECT Reporte~ Detention of 16 J\n:ericans in Laos 

TEXT: According to'-----~----------~ ~ho :lai~e<(b)(3) 
to have visited the site, as of April 1986, ~here w~s a de~ent1orNatSecAct 
camp containing 12 male and four female American prisoners locate□ 
at Ban Don Lae (near TB 5085), Ngoy District, Lvang Prabang 
Province, Laos. ,__ ____ .......,,.~____) said the prisoners were being (b)(3) 
held in a cave tRat was used by the Pathet Lao and Vietnamese 
during the Indochi:'la War years. Eight Vietnamese and 14 Lao ran NatSecAct 
the detention camp. There were three trucks assigned to the camp 
which were used to take the prisoners outside the camp to ..,ork 
everyday. . said eight of the prisoners worked 

:,';:::::~·: .. ,. ... ",repairing engines and four taught engine repair to the Lao. Th(p~(3) NatSecAct 
fo\i'z:'"'.f'e'm'zil'its··wotl(ed as·n·urses. The workday was 0800 hours to 1800 
hours daily. The LPA soldier claimed that the Americans had been 
in Laos since before.the communists took over the country. The 
LPA soldier said the Americans were confined in harsh conditions 
even though they had vorkea hard while in ~aptivity. 

Page 3 of 3 

-... 
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·cu bUU.LL4L 
-------... -.. -.. _______ (b )_(_:3Apr.i~qv:ed_ f~r .. Release: ~u~ !:ln ut-~~ _vvv_v~, ... ...,--···-- • 

.. . 

----- ~L~. -~ .... -.. _J~~~~~~~i~?.J~--~--~-~-~;@_ .~. ~--~-~.~-~-~-~~~~--'--~~--~-~~~-~_§;;;;;;;·-~~~~ 
~~~.;;;,~~r-~~::;~-"'-:~lriiil,~,~~.:r~~¥~~;,:~?~a;,;~,=--~;~#.'~~'f.~:-: _;;!;c-.-:::~----=·,-4',,.,;i.~~~I"=-~==:""~ 

PASS: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM;· 
------~--NS-A-F·OR-Z-K-Z·K--O-O-Z·Ri:--o E--'--(E-x·e-ttlS-f-VE-F-f)R-T-H-E-··O·I-R£·e-T-OR,~NS-A'h•--------­

STATE EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR; DIA tXCLUSIVE FOR. 
THE bl RECTOR, DIA AND PASS TO NWS (DIRECTOR ONLY}. 

--------------~----·---------------------- ~-------------------------

F 

DIST: 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

16 SEPTEMBER 1986 . • 

-. -----------------------------------------------------------EXCLUSIVE DISS~MINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END ·OF REPORT 
------------------------------· ----------· -------------· -----
COUNTRY: · LAOS/VIETNAM 

SUBJ: 

DO I: 

SOURCE: 

ALL.EGED OETENT I o·N OF SIX PR! SONERS OF WAR IN 
XIENG KHOUANG PROVINCE, LAOS 

MARCH 1986 

I' 

n 'LT! __ .1 .. AS OF EARLY MAR_CH_·l 986, 

• w ~ - ~ • 

. , TOLO A MEMBER OF THE LAO RESISTANCE ANO FORMER DETENTION CAMP 
INMATE THAT A GROUP OF SIX AMERICAN PRISONERS-OF-WAR (POWS) WERE 
ST I LL INCARCERATED AT A CAMP LOCATED AT THAM PHA LEUNG (NCA) .CAVE : 
NEAR PHOU SAO (UG 3918) VILLAGE, XIENG KHOUANG PROVINCE. THERE WERE 

. SEVEN LPA SOLDlERS SERVING AS GUARDS AT THE CAVE AND ONE NURSE WAS 
AL.SO ASS I GN'ED TO THE CAVE. ONE COMB I NED BATT AL ION-SI ZED LPA AND 
PEOPLE'S ARMY Of VIETNAM FORCE WAS DEPLOYED ALONG ROUTE 5 THROUGH LAT 
HOUANG (NCA) TO LAT SEN (NCA), CONTROLLING ACCESS TO THE AREA. . 

.ANOTHER LPA "SPECIAL FORCE" COMPANY COMPRISING 60 SOLDIERS COMMANDED 
BY CAPTAIN ((TH I EP)) SOUT.HI DET • WAS DEPLOYED ABOUT TEN !( I LOMETERS 
DISTANT FROM THE tAVE. THE GENERAL AREA WHERE THE CAVE WAS LOCATED, 
NEAR THE JOINT SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SRV) AND LPDR BORDER, 
WAS A VACATION AR"EA FOR LEADERS OF THE THREE 11 INDOCHINESE.11 COUNTRIES, 

-· A<:......1.l.l;'LL ,AS AN. I NFORMAT! ON CENTER. FOR THE I NDO~.!:U}J_ESJ_ .COUNtR.I.ES.L .. -•-· 

........... ~-- ........... ._. ·•-·-- . . . , .... --- ·-· . . , ... -- ··-· 
-~~ ~ ::..-..~=~~.....?........;......~ ___ i.;,:.;~ - _____._ ...... -~ --~· • - -":..~.. ...: .. ,- ....... === 
- •• :.:..:~-~~-if~~~.! • •• •. •• ·...r.-~~~=~~::"':=-=·..::..,c.....· ___ .. --=-'~=·. """'•·=*~::·=~=::t.=-7:;::;::... . .... , __ . ~ .. -~-_§~-- -~""'":--c=.:-•-..:-:.._.:.. ' ..... • --~d.!-~=~5}~~.:_£_,_;._· •• 
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Pf#¥---,~~"u:,;.:'i_~::,J7"°t;'-3St17it7'¥':-::~~~• •?';,;:;.'g,°: • :- " 

i 

----- -----· --- • H-E--H·A·O·-T-R·AVEtEO--To-··x, l"E"NG-­
····tHCfUA·N-ff;·pROV. I MC.:i:-- TO HNEST!GATE°THE POW' C-ASE"'AT TEA"M PHA. tEUNG- CAVE .. 

• ACCO.RD LNG T:C!. ··-·· •• -- THE S-t-·x AMER I CAN P.OWS A-ND· Two- ROY"A't. tAo:· ARMY •• 
(FAR) T-28 PILOTS HA'D BEEN ARRESTED AND DETAINED H THE-CAVE. AFTER 

THE PATHET LA01 HAD SUCCEEDED IN 11 LIBERATI.NG 11 LAOS AND THE PEACE 
AGREEMENTS SIGNED, THE POW GROUP WAS TRANSFERRED TO LONG {UG 3512)~----------

-----V-l-b-bAG:E-, H01:l-A-G·NON-·C·A-N'fON-, P·tK-:-(tJG-r2·5·r)-oTSTRTCT, l< I ENG KHOUANG 
PROVINCE. THE POWS WERE USED AS· LABORERS TO PLANT''CR_OP_S __ UNDER THE 
C~NJRO~ Qf TH~ -~gv~~-L~~-~o~~!~~~-~~D_T~~ NURSE. 

ACQ: (10 SEPTEMBER 1986). 

WASHINGTON DISSEM: 
TO WHSITRM: 

TO STATE: 
TO DIA: 
TO NSA: 

_,. ___ ··---· - - - ----··· 

N' 

. '••-·- '.-:. .·. 

EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, 
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM. 
EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, INR. 
~XCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, DIA. 
tXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, NSA. 

.. --·- ···-- . : • - .. 

-SECRET 
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, ____ Approved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001242. ________ ·-------

..:: ., . 

DIST: 28 .!\PRIL 1987 

---------------------------------------------------------- ·--
EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATIO:-i TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT -END OF REPORT 
---------.-.-------------------------.-----------------------

Jl 

COUNTRY: LAOS • 

SUBJ: POW/MI.A:: AI,. .EGED AMERICAN REPORTED.-JY BEING CARED FOR 
BY HMONG IN EARLY 1987 AT SALEO VILLAGE, SAVANNAKHET 
PROVINCE, LAJS 

DOI: EARLY MARCH 1987 

-------------------- ADDENDUM-----------~----------

1. _ ON 8 • APRIL 1987 A c=i INFORMATION REPORT WITH _TH~ 
ABOVE HEADING AND NUMBER WAS ISSUED. THE DEBRIEFING OF.,-·---==::::=..: 

_-=-~--,-ON 14 APRIL REVEALED.THAT ON 5 AND 6 APRIL 1987, 
-- - ·- • -- -----··----· .TRAVELED TO SALEO (NCA) VIL-LAGE,· 

SALEO CANTON, SAMO! (XD 9416) DISTRICT, SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE; 
LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC (LPDR), TO ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN 

.......... ,--........ -............ . 
- :,,._ .... . 

(b)(3) NatSecAct 

1 

=---==~=====.,.-,.,,,-=·...,...;..:.::;:...:.:;;;::..~~~~:..:...;.....:.:..MJ=---=====-~....,.~-=""'"'""' .:4.===========·==-=----=-HM-==:::.._:.:.;~======--===--=-----!!= 
~~:.. ..-:.·4v4~~~.:... ' _ • .,,.1!;_=!-~-!;~~-:..-• ..... ·-:,..:·~~~L·.:a.&..:. -· -~~~7,W:==-Jl:=i.. • .... :.,.~,;.. 
_,.,. __ ,_..,,, 
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.~----··: __ - --·- -~-·-··---.:..-...:~ • --· __ ..:__~=~~~ ·, ·-·· .. -~;;;...-::;-~~~--·~-~·--· ..... _:_:. .. .:.:.:;_::.;..;..;.:::.~--;: 

.;;-·--- • '"'.:::E:i11ti;HElr,,;J;N;FoO,R&Y-Qfi!;;;;(J~!Ji1£,,,,.pJi[.E-R,,.T,_:G;~;w,.H~W,,A-&.;;.,,M;i,:,E.Gfili>~Ss'frkY~NG~:;;:sh,, -~.;;~,~-:::::--"'W'~ 
,~=~,lr\~"t':"'~";";~~!,J.$.!-;;q.~<z~;:.~~~f.:!-~~~,r.;,.!1,\1::..:-::-...l~~~:;5q":-""•~"'.!E-.!l':':.T""-•,.-:"'"-•r-:-:r'I"'~• , ._., .. -.~~m~~- ..... ~• I 

--- • EAR:THE"'-'i'I6TN"A11B'OR:DER7·-s"A1-:-E"O V'I[t:AGFCONS:I'ST.ED OF. SIX. • • ••• • 
HOUSF.:s:...AND APPROXIMA:TEL'r 30-40 .INHABITANTS. • --·· 

---· -· -- --------- ••• ----.-- -· ··- -----~--'---:ActoMPAINED ··---. ···- O.N. THE .. TRIP ........ -- ......... CLAIMED------------ --- -·------------. 
• • TO H.A,YJ:: PERSON.ALL y SIGHTED.: TWO LI.VE AMER.ICANS ... BEIN.G: HELD .BY .. 

LOCAL HILLTRIBES, BUT° SAID THAT-HE WAS NOT ALLOWED CLOSER THAN • 
100 METERS FROM THE AMERICANS; ---SAID THAT THE HILLTRIBE 
CARETAKER DEMANDED A PAYMENT OF 5.00 OF THE "OLD FRENCH SILVER COINS" 
BEFORE HE (.,- ·=------ WOULD BE ALLOWED TO APPROACH THE AMERICANS~--------
1 I COMMENT: THE FRENCH COINS ARE VALUED AT 2' 800 KIP EACH (b )(3) NatSecAct 
AND •. ARE HIGHLY 'SOUGHT AFTER BECAUSE OF THEIR HIGH SILVER 
CONTENT. THE COINS ARE AVAILABLE FROM PRIVATE SHOPS IN LAOS. 
U.S.$1.00 EQUALS 35 KIP At THE OFFICIAL RATE OF EXCHANGE AND 
MO~E THAN 40Q KIP AT THE CURRENT BLACK MARKET RATE.) 

2. ·-:-·--.----•• SAID THAT THE TWO AMERICANS WERE- DRESSED IN 

LOCAL VILLAGE COSTUMES. ALSO CLAIMED TO HAVE LEARNED 
THAT ONE OF THE AMERICANS~ MARRIED A LOCAL V'ILLAGER AND 
HAD TWO SONS,·A FIVE-YEAR-OLD ANQ A THREE-YEAR-OLD. THE 
AMERICAN HAD REPORTEDLY BEEN KEPT SINCE THE "LAM SON 917 
OPERATIONS·. 11 • fHE LAM SON 917 OPERATIONS 
WERE SUPPRESSION OPERATIONS DESIGNED TO CLOSE THE HO CHI MINH 
TR~IL DURING THE VIETNAM WAR:) 

3. __ ;__ __ IN HAND DRAWN SKETCHES OF THE AREA 
MADE BY ..... ::.__ SALEO VILLAGE APPEARS TO BE IN 'THE VICINITY 
OF XD 5570, LOCATED NEAR THE TIGER CAVE (THAM SUA)_AND THE 
HOUAI NA11SE STREAM. THE VILLAGE IS LOCATED ON THE WEST 
BANK OF THE STREAM AND T:.-rE LOCATION WHERE THE AMERICANS WERE 
ALLE.GEDLY BEING KEPT WAS ON THE EAST BANK. IN THE SKETCH 
MAP -~-- • -- INDICATED THAT IT IS ABOUT ONE DAYS WALK FROM 
SALEO VILLAGE TO SAMO! DISTRICT TOWN AND ANOTHER ONE-HALF 
DAYS WALK (BASED ON APPARENT DISTANCE QNLY) TO TA-OY, THE 
LOCATION OF OTHER REPORT3D STORIES OF AMERICAN PRISONERS OF 
WAR. DONG VILLAGE (XD 5138) IS LOCATED ON THE OTHER 
SIDE OF'TA-OY VILLAGE FROM SAMOI TOWN, DONG VILLAGE WAS THE 
SITE OF AN LPDR REEDUCATION CAMP; HOWEVER, NO RUMORS Of 
AMERICAN PRISONERS WERE ASSOCIATED WITH THE CAMP.) 

--
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(b)(3) CIAAct __ 
-- ---·-··----------======-·-~~R_ ____ --~-ro,-:-~~~~2~10.=,- f.l;° ____ ·--·--· ----·--·-----------···--··--

-- ..... ----·- •• - .... ----... ---- - .. -- ... -- .... - -- • ----.. -·- --- .. --.. ------------ -----... - ... -- ... _,_ ---·-·-. 

(b)(1) 

(b)(3) CIAAct 

SECRET NOFORN WNINTEL RODCA COMMUNICATION-DOD HANDL~ AS Rooc4· 
MATERIAL-PASS TO RODCA CONTROL OFFICER ONLY. 

(b)(3) NatSecAct SUBJECT: ooG TAG AND uvE srGHTrNG IN LAos 

(b)(6) 

THF .FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS .u 

THE 
OBTAINED THE INFORMATION FROM ONE OF 40 RECENTLY ARRIVED 

VIETNAMESE BOAT REFUGEES b'HO ARE NOW INCARCERATED AT THE THA LUAN 
POLICE COMPOUM), THE INFORMATION HAS BEEN ·PASSED TO .JCRC AM> STONY 
BEACH AM) NOW IS BEING SENT FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 

2, A VIETNAMESE E,JAT REFUGEE IN TRAT PROVINCE t>ASSED A COPY. OF 
A DOG TAG RUBBING TD A THAI OFFICIAL .. THE DOG TAG rs Tri.AT OF: FRED 
L. SMITH JR, AF ~7=-=-==-:c::-::=:-:.METHOOIST. A HANDWRITTEN NOTE, IN 
ViETNAMESE, WITH THE RUBBING STATES THAT SMITH IS AN AMERICAN 
CAPTAIN AM) A HELICOPTER PILOT. SMITH WAS' REPORTEDLY SHJT DOWN AT 
KDNTUM DISTRICT IN MARCH 1972 AND HIS BODY BURIED IN GIA LAI• 
KONTUM PROVINCE. 

3. ON 03 OCTOBER 1989, A LETTER WAS RECEIVED FROM A SOURCE OF 
UNDETERMINED RELIABILITY WHICH CONTAINED THE PQ\,/ RELATED INFORW-TION 
DESCRIBED BELOW. TH£ LETTER CONTAINED INFORMATION FRo,11 A FORMER LAO 
PEOPLE'S ARMY FIRST LIEUTENANT KHAMPHOU DOUANGMANVCHAN, b/HO RESIDES 
IN XIENG l<HOOANG PROVINCE. THE DATE AND PLACE OF THE SOURCE'S · ' 
MEETING WITH KHAMPHOU WAS NOT INDICATED IN THE LETTER. A GIST OF 
THE LETTER WAS TO BE PASSED TO STONY BEACH. 

4. ON 03 OCTOBER 1989, OUR c:::=:]oFFICE RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING 
POW/MIA RELATED INFORMATION FROM A SOURCE OF UNOERTERMI~~D 
RELIABILITY. T~~ C:OURC; CLAIMS HE OBTAINED THE FOLLOWING 
INFDRMATiotf. 

__ TOW) THE .SOURCE THAT ,THERE ARE 14 AMERICAN ~OW'S BEING HELD 
AT THAM LUANG. NACHIK·CANTON IN THE VIENG)(AI DISTRICi (Vr<2949) OF 
HOUAPHAN PROVINCE. •THAM LUANG" IS THE cnouco occ::tDENCE OF PRINCE 
SOUPHANOUVONG, ACCORDING TO THE SOURCE. SAID THAT THAM 
LUANG IS LOCATED ONE Klt.OMETER EAST OF BANCHIK, blUTr-i.; T<: 17 
KIL()).IETERS EAST OF THE VIENGXAI MUNICIPALITY. SAID THAT 
THE 14 AMERICAN POW'S ARE GUARDED BY A 2f;.:.MAN POLICE COll'?ANY 
CO"'MA.11.0EO BY A POLICE LJEUTENANT SITHA. SAID TME PDW'S 
GR:JW RICE AII/D VEGETAeLES FOR J! L Tvt'""' o,y,· THSV AR: NJT A!..LOW::::0 T::, 
WEAR SHOES. ALSO ACCORDING TD , THERE ARE THREE ADDITIONAL 
POW'S BEING HELD AT AN AIR BASE IN MAUNG HAM (UH9647). THESE Tl-ii<:E 

·0,:,'-'''~ 6Qf O~C>("r:tT~C'". v ~~!,~ !J~;''1 T(' Tt:br\.-1 F~)f".:t_!C:J.J T("'I CiA\R.1 en, n,eoc: 

AND HOW THE LATTER ARE :O USE AN A~R SIGNAL SYSTEM. ,AIO 
THERE ARE FOUR MIG·21'S LOCATED AT THE SAME AIRBASE. NO FURTHER. 
INFORMATION WAS AVAILABLE, 

s. NOT RELEASABLE. To FOREIGN NATIONALS. (b)(3) CIAAct 

6. CLASSIFIED B'f SIGNER'-----------,-,A~: ~ .... ? .. _ ... 
~--WNINfE'L.,ROOCA.>FILE: • • • •···· ·•:"· ·: 

·-· _ .. ·-- .. 
~·1111----•NA .... , WhlW,i..i,Wfri!jfHE±riit 
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--------·--------------- ---------------------------- --------------------------
--MSR 

PAGE 001 
TOT: 0907.11z· FEB 90 

(b)(3) CIAA <;~, ,_gpfOR: WNINTC:L RODCA 
c;o: DIA WASHINGT N ~~/)PW-MIA/ATTN COL JOE SCHLATTER. 

-sec~ET IISFOffi'J WNINTEL RODCA COMMUNICATION-DOD HANDLE AS ROOCA 
. MATERIAL-PASS TO ROOCA CONTROL OFFICER ONLY. 

(b)(1) 
(b)(3) NatSecActusJECT: CLAIMED srGHTrNG oF u.s. Pow AT MINE IN LAOS 

TN A r.A<;lfAL CONVERSATION IN TAIWAN ON 21 OECEMBE~ 1989. A 

CLAIMED TO HAVE SEEN A U.S. PRISONER OF WAR lPOW) 
OUR!IIJt'l " TRIP TO .LAOS IN NOVEMBER·DECEM3ER 1989. OL>t<ING THAT PERIOD 
WHEN . WAS IN VIENTI.i'NE DISCUSSING MINERAL PURCHASES, HE WAS 
TAKEN ON A TWO OR THREE DAY TRIP THROUGH THE MOUNTAINS TO A MINING 
CAMP. PARTLY BY VEHICLE ANO PARTLY ON FOOT. SINCE t-:1= WAS • 
BLINOFOLDED DURING PORT LONS OF THE TRIP, WHEN HE AR~IVED HE DID NOT 
KNOii' EXACTLY WHERE HE WAS. AT-!Hl' MINE THERE WERE i.oOUT SIX GtJARDS 
AND A BEARDED MALE CAUCASIAN. CLAIMED TO HAVE SPOKEN WITH 
EITHER THE CAUCASIAN PRISONER OIRECTLY •. 0&> .\ GUARD, \'.'HO CONFIRMED 
THAT THE CAUCASIAN WAS AN AMERICAN. • 3Al0 THAT THE U.S. POW HAD 

(b)(1) . BEARD, WAS GAUNI BUT NCT SICKl.Y, AND HAO GONE NATIV(· BECAUSE HE HAD 
A LOCAi. WIFE. c=]SA!O THAT IF CONDITIONS WERE RIGHT HE MIGHT GO 

(b}(3) NatSecActl.CK TO THE MINING AREJI.., IN LAOS, BUT THAT HE WOULD ~ETURN TO TAIWAN 
ruR THE CHINESE LUNAR NEW YEAR (27' vAt-.A.JARY 

1990). 

2. IN NOVEMl:!ER 1989 ON A VISIT TO BANGKOK. PROVIDED A 
SIMILAR ACCOUNT ABOUT THIS U.S. POW. WITH THE EXCEPTION THAT. HE DID 
NOT CLAIM TO ~ .. ·- ---·· ... ~ ""'·' Tut: oi:oc;nP,J ll!AitTIIJr. T~S: ArT111,1._ 

SIGHTING W.\S •• -··· -· 

CLAIMED TO HAVE INFORMATION ON U.S. -AIR FORCE CRASH SITES, WHICH·HE 
.r:mTATN!:D FROM TRIBESMEN OR OTHER ,UPCOUNTRY CONTACTS. BECAUSE 

At."J HI s CON: ACT~ Ht.:i HE ARC o~ t.. DNf MIL~I::JN DO:..:..AR REis'ARD 
FOR POW INFORMATION, THEY WERE ANXIOUS TO GIVE THIS INFORMATION TO 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WITHOUT GOING THROUGH THE AUTHORITIES OF THE LAO 
PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC R::.PUBLIC. TD BACK U? HIS CLAI"A TO HAVE 

..lNl=Ot>,.,ATTO!u rw II s. POW'S ANO PERSONNEL MISSING IN ACTION (MIA)' 
. ,; A s;;eeT WITH INFORMATION COPIED FROM EITHER AN 

IDENTIFICATION CARO 0~ DOG TAGS AS FOLLOWS: vAMES BLAIR l!/HITE, 008 
14 MARCH 1942, RANK-CAPTAIN; AIRMAN-RALPH W. MAGE',; ANO AIRMAN 

GLENN MATTESON. 
3. THE INFORMAT{ON IN PARAGRAPH 2 WAS RELAYE) TO v~RC IN 

BANGKOK, ANO IF THE LATTER WERE INTERESTED AN INTFjDUCTION TO 1 •• 
COULD BE MADE. I !STATION ·snLL HAS THE SHEH DESCRIBED ABOVE, 

SINCE SAID HE WOULD HAVE TD RETuRN IT TO 

a. NCT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS. 

5. CLASSIFIED SY SIGNER. ,..__ ________ _JALL ~ 
~WNINTEL RCDCA.> 
! 

.. , .............. . 
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Approvea ror Ktm:::1::1:::,1:;. ,v , ~, , -· _____ _ 

·s· E" e. ~ i~FS~. WNINTEL ROOCA. 
I I 
TO: oiA//P~-MIA (WARREN GR~Y). 

___________ ____,SECRET NOFORN WNINTEL ROOCA COMMUNICATION-DOD HANDLE AS ROOCA 
MATERIAL-PASS TO RODCA CONTROL OFFICER ONLY. 

(b)(1) 

SUBJECT: REPORT OF POW'S !N LAOS 

1. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATlnN =1r.H HA~ RFFN PA~~Fn Th ~TnNV 
BEACH, HAS BEEN OBTAINED .FROM 

2. ACCORDING TO . n/0 AMERICAN PRISONERS OF \!/AR 
(POW'S) ARE NOW BEING HELO CAPTIVE IN A LEU VILLAGE IN XIANG KHOANG 
PROVINCE NEAR THE VIETNAMESE BOROER. THEY ARE BEING HELD AND 
GUARDED BY A LOCAL VILLAGE MILITIA GROUP: THE LAO AUTHORITIES AND 
THE LAO ARMY APPARENTL y on Nl7T "'""" OF THEIR PRESENCE. THE POW' s 
HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED BY ~S ((STOWERS)) -ANO ((LATONA)). 

3. ONE OF THE TWO AMERICANS IS MARRIED TO A LEU WOMAN ANO THEY 
NOW HAVE THREE CHILDREN. ONE WAS INJURED WHEN HIS PLANE CRASHED 
DURING THE WAR ANO HE SUBSEQUENTLY LOST AN ARM. BOTH ARE LIVING 
MISERABLY Ar--iO.WANT TO ESCAPE. THE VILLAGE IN WHICH THEY ARE HELD IS 
ENTIRELY l'TLA.17 ,.. 't:-11 , LOCATED IN A REMOTE AREA, 

4. . IS AWARE OF THE AMERICANS' PRESENCE DUE TO THE 
F~CT. jHAT FRIENDS OF HIS HAVE VISITED THE VILLAGE. SINCE WORD OF A 
TWO MILLION DC''.,., "'"''"AOIJ FOR· RETURN OF U.S. POW'S HAS SPREAD. ·THE 
VILLAGERS ANC .. . ALL WANT A PIECE OF THE ACTION. 
SAYS THAT HE CAN BRING·THE TWO .POW'S TO THE THAI BORDER ·zF HE CAN 
REACH AN A=~~M~NT WITH RESPONSIBLE U.S.REPRESENTATIVES. 

5, STATED THAT IN ADDITION TO THE TWO LIVE POW'S, 
THIS VILLAGE ,ALSO HAS THE REMAINS OF 17 AMERICAN MISSING IN ACTION 
(MIA). n.ir: \/Tl' u:J_;:RS WANT TO TURN OVER THE REMAINS FOR A REWARD AS 
WELL. PROVIDED A SOMEWHAT LEGIBLE LIST OF SOME OF THOSE 
17 AMERICANS. FOLLOWING ARE THOSE ON THE LIST WHOSE NAMES ARE 
LEGIBLE ENOUGH FOR US TO REPRINT HERE: 

SHELL, L. 

USMC S 
BAPTIST 

~ MARSHALL, T., III 

USMC· 
BAPTIST 

- GILBERT. FRANCIS G. 

- SIMS 

USMC M 
METHODIST 

- SHIRLEY. MARSHALL J. 

I I -
CATHOLIC 

- POLSTON, H.D .. 

USMC 
BAPTIST 

•• "MACIEJEWSKI', R".C" . • ·:·· ". • • 

(b)(6) 

(b)(3) 
CIAAct 

~~':l..~========--=========-~""i!;\:;U!!.:I:..,, ...... ...,= 
.,-A,' .... ::..:-;..-·=-.:.:.... .. ..... •~.:--=i;-~-~~=,-,., ___ _,__.:...:= """"=========""""""'""''~:!.~==-==-===== 

~-------~-~--~~~~---::~¼~•?,;_'-------------
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-·-·--· ------·--·--·----i_ ____ __, __ ~SH~--- · · . T-OT · ~~~;2~'.FEB 89 I I ·---····------
. -----. ,. ___ , __ -..... ------- .. -- --- -- - . ------ __ .. , 

-e E C R E T ~ WNINTE·L RODCA 
{b){6) 
{b)(3) CIAAct------

SECRET NOFORN WN!NTEL RODCA. COMMUNICATION-DOD HANDLE AS ROOCA 
MATERIAL-PASS TO RODCA CONTRQL OFFICER ONLY. 

(b)(3) CIAAct 
SUBJECT;. INFORMATION ON POW/MIA'S IN INDOCHINA 

1. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON PRISONERS OF WAR (POW)/MISSING 
IN ACTION (MIA) PERSONNEL IN INDOCHINA WAS OBTAINED IN LATE 1988 AND 
JANUARY 1989 AND WAS PASSED AT THAT TIME. TO uCRC AND THE STONY BEACH 
TEAM. IT IS BEING SENT TO YOU FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 

? . n~ ?? nc:rc:MRFD 1qRR A nF?.RIEFING WAS CONDUCTED OF A' 

• • ~'HO HAS WORKED BET:tEEN CAMBODIA AND 
VIETNAM ANO WHO HAS PROVIDED A HEARSAY ncnnnT ON AMERICANS BEING 
HELD IN A PRISON IN TAY NINH PROVINCE. STATED THAT IN LATE 
SFPTFMRFR 1ClRA I-IF •ncTTC:r, WTTH HIS • 

REPORTED THE INFORMAT!ON_A60UT THt AMc~lCAN~ 
WORKED AT THE 

PRISON WHERE TEN AMERICANS WERE REPORTEDLY BEING HELD. THE 
AMERICANS WERE REPO.RTrDLY INCARCERATED IN A PRISON IN D~NANG BEFORE 
BEING BROUGHT TO TAY NINH IN AN UM<NOWN TIMEFRAME. THE EXACT 
LOCATION OF THE PRISON WAS NOT Kf,,CWN. -

~ . .....I.hl_A nFRRTEFTNG nN 7 OCTMER 1988, . 
, AN ETHNIC KH-IER NOW LIVING IN 

REPORTED SEEING AN AMERICAN IN THE BACH DANG PRISON, 
SAIGON._ BETWEEN SEPTEMBER AND DECEMBER 1984. 

IN SEPltMJ:5t~ 1~84 WHEN HE SAW THE AMERICAN 
AND AN AUSTRALIAN INCkRCERATED THERE. THE AMERICAN WAS WHITE, ABOUT 
180 CENTIMETERS TALL AND THIN (60 TO 70 KG). HE WORE GLASSES ANO 
WAS OVER 30 YEARS OF AGE. LEARNED THAT THE AMERICAN HAD BEEN IN 
CArl-l nANr. PRISQN_S_INCE ABOUT MARCH 1984~_ r;'" 

AND SOMt: vu::"~•-·---. HE WAS TO HAVE BEEN DEBRIEFED :3Y STONY BEACH ON 
19 DECEMBER 1988.) 

4. THE NAMES BEL.OW ARE OF ALLEGED POW/MIA'S: 

JAMES L. PHILLIPS. JR. ALLEN K. BURGESS FRED L. SMITH 

METHODIST 

-T.ERRE~E L. TAYLOR 

(UNREADABLE) 

CJ 
METHODIST 

• -----·GEp~G.E. • ,: . MURRAY 

M,ETHODIST 

··WOODROW.· W-~ ~EMP, JR. 

-SECRET-
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E?_::~::..,, ,.;z:..x;. .. t_.,.J. ~:.:;s:.:.a.:;71\-1•·.-~~~.;;z.,,. ~:,~ ... ...;,~~1~.;-•7•.-.:~::m;:';?•:-"•'"'"~\"'":'?~&}.. • ~.!{t?f!.!;,,- •• , _;--.• r ,3 u, wwi,1,zz..t ... ?.·!:··w;1'.i'I ::1L'::...:!..:::-~t=#~ :::::i"" ·i'-:,t ·•.JU'.i t:::-·•,.,: ·..:.t..- ..... k~~ 

(b)(6) 

(b)(3) CIAAct; 89 
---- -- ·--·- -----------------·-···-·-·-·-·-·····- ······- ·---· -.-.- -.-.- --- .,. -----·-···- ······-·- -------------.- ····- ········--~-

~~I· □ D 
METHODIST 

(b)(6) 
CA·THOLIC PROTESTANT 

5. IN EARLY DECEMBER 1988 AN ETHNIC CHINESE-KHMER -····· 
TURNED OVER THE FOLLOWING NA~ES ANO 

ACCOMPANYING BONE FRAGMENTS TO 

A. THREE DOG TAG RUBBINGS. ONE HANDWRITTEN PAPER PLUS BONE FRAGMENT 
ON RANDY -R. SIMPSON, FR. ~-----~DIFFICULT TO READ),~ 
NONE 

B. DOG TAG RUBBINGS ANO BONE FRAGMENTS ON GEORGE VARGAS, RA 
CATHOLIC 

C. DOG TAG RUBBING, HANDWRITTEN PAPER PLUS BONE FRAGMENT ON ROBERT 
SUMMERSON .JR. US '----_____ ___.PRESBYTERIAN 

D. DOG TAG RUSBINGS PLUS BONE FRAGMENT ON MARVIN FUGATE, US 
NO PREF ~-----~ 

E: DOG TAG RUBBING ON TON V HUONG. "7 TRANT REP, CSF 618, MED AUTH 
29TH, NOTIFY 5FSG LLDB" 

~ TN EAQIV DECEMBER, AN ETHNIC CHINESE-KHMER 
TURNED OVER.THE FOLLOWING NAMES AND 

ACCOMPANYING BONE FRAGMENTS 

A. DOG TAG RUBBING PLUS BONE FRAGMENT ON ROBERT L. TROTTER, RA 
CHRISTIAN 

B. DUPLICATE OF ABOVE 

C. DOG TAG RUBBING PLUS BONE FRAGMENT ON GEORGE VARGAS, RA 
CATHOLIC ~----------~ 

NOTE THAT ANOTHER SOURCE TURNED OVER INFORMATION ON 'KC8ERT L. 
TROTTER" WHICH WAS PASSED TO JCRC IN EAF.!LY DECEMBER 1988. 

' 7. _ ,, ..... ·---.. ... . __ ... __ vJHO PROBABLY OBTAINED THEM FROM A 
REFUGEE IN SITE B, PASSED TWO PHOTOGRAPHS OF SKELETONS WITH 
IDENTIFYING INFORMATION LOCATED IN THE PICTURE {TOO SMALL TO READ); 
A COPY OF A OOG TAG OF: GEORGE T. MURRAY. RA I I CATHOLIC. 
ANO A MAP SUPPOSEDLY IDENTIFYING MURRAY'S BURIAL PLACE. THE 
PHOTOGRAPHS LOOK VERY FAMILIAR ANO POSSIBLY THEY HAVE PREVIOUSLY 
BEEN TURNED OVER TO JCRC. THE NAME GEORGE T. MURRAY HAS ALSO BEEN 
:REPORTED IN THE PAST. 

8. ON 9 JANUARY 1989, ---···· . .. . 
PROVIDED TWO PHOTOGRAPHS OF WHAT ARE ALLEGEDL~ HUMAN BONES 

AND A DOGTAG. ACCORDING TO A CRUDELY WRITTEN NOTE WHICH ACCOMPANIED 
THE PHOTOS, THE INFORMATION ON THE OOGTAG READS AS FOLLOWS: GOMEZ. 
ROBERT A. ~-------~CHRIST. SCI. (COMMENT: THE ALPHA 
ROSTER SHOWS ROBERT ARTHUR GOMEZ WITH SSAN~..,,,,.....,,,.-~t !~TED AS DEAD 
. RClfJV NOT RF.C:ClVFRFO I • \'DI Af1,.u::o THAT 
• • ... • •• • • • ••• •••• ·- •. • , . HAO BEEN-·AP.J?ROAGHEO_ IN 
HI"5' VIUAGE OF BAN THAN IN SWAENG DAEN DIN DISTRICT .• SAKHON NAKt-:lON 

(b)(6) 

PROVINCE 0/A 7 JAN 89 BY AN-ETHN-IC .LAO {NFI) WHO. I.S.CURP'".~,.,.,v . , ,_ 
t~~:;_:._ _____ . -~--_-_,_:d::_ .. , .. •1~.E:§'Ifil~;.:lt-1.:.NA)(}.i)N,. P~AN0}!:briR@:fiB"f~§_~ T.RE CAO REQOESIT:EO~i.P:~~ .. Ttr. __ :..:..~..::::.r.-;;;~~;..: ~ •. _.,::. 

----D&,T-6RM-LNE---I-F---T.HE--80NES-lN..'..T.F.!C:..P..f:!O:tOGRABl::I.-W.ERE--AU.T.8Efil.I:C.' •. ..::..,_. •• • • 
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~~~~ffi$~~~E5~===:J· .-/ii':::' ......... ~-- ~p;A-frF00-3 . - .-.-. 

~,=~~~~~P.#M*~I'/4~~~~~~:;;:=:::::=:.:°£F6M3=~-=f~~~~~=~-,=~~ 
•• WERE IN'.TE.!v'If¼.'.D ·sr A MEMBER oi THE STONY RFACH OVERT •• - • 

DEBR-rEF ING· TE'AM. ) \11'"1,:N CONTACTED DIRECTLY. AL THOUGH • FU!..L Y· 
•• : •• • - --··--·--· - ·-··--··-·e00PERA·T-I·ve-;--wA:S-vNA£'·:E··ro-pRovr DE·· MtcH-r·1a-TFRMS-OF··DETATl:S-t.eO()! _____ --·- --·-·-· 

T-HE" EiHNrc .LAO' c:- THE BONES I.N'OUESTIOI\I • - SAID THE" l.:AO • • 
INDJ(:;ATED-THAT-T-,E.-BONE·S· WERE FOUND AT A S!H SOMEWHERE· NEAR THE 
BORDER OF LAOS AMJ VIETNAM. THE LAO CLAIMED THAT IN ADOIT!OII TO THE 
SONES SHOWN IN T:-:E PHiJTO, HE WAS ALSO IN POSSESSIO'-J OF A PART nc h 

JAW BONE WHICH A;.;..EGELJL'f ARE THE REMAINS OF,A SECOND PERSON. 
--------~SJ:,H.ED.J.l:lH n-u: 1 An I'·.'QlCAJ.ED.,_T.l:IAJ_l:IE_WQULO_REIURICJ:CLBAN_tl:lAN....O/..A-------

14 JAN 89. St.;b HE WOULD BE ASLE TO ASSIS" IN CONTACTING THE 
LAO IN NAKHON Pf-.!NOM THROUGH A MUTUAL FRIEND Si-OUL ·, THERE BE AN 
INTEREST IN. ODIN~ SD. 

9. JN NOVE.VEER -,9flfl. · 
T ______ fUl<NEO OVER t. BONE 
FRAGMENT ON ROBERT L. TROTTER, RA-c__ ____ --' CHRISTIAN. 
STATED THAT TROTTER'S BROTHER (NOT FURTHER IDE~1IF .ED) HAD BEEN 
RELEASED FROM JA~L IN VIETNAM AND.WAS NOW IN PH\JOM PENH. \ IS 
ATTEMPTING TO FI~ ADuITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE ~~OTTER BROTHER IN 
PHNOM PENH. BONE FRJ.GMENTS ON THREE INDIVIDUALS ( ..'AMES L.' PHILLIPS, 
ALLEN K. BURGESS AND 'RED L. SMITH), WHOSE NAMES WERE PASSED IN AN 
EARLIER REPORT H!VE EEEN OBTAINED AND WILL BE TURN,D OVER TC JCRC AS 
SOON.AS POSSIBLE. n/Q HANDWRITTEN COPIES OF DOGTAuS FOR TERRENCE L. 
TAYLOR WERE ALSO RECE\/ED AS WELL AS PHOTOS OF SKE~ETONS ANO 
HAND-DRAWN MAPS OF SI.J?POSED GRAVESITES FOR GEORGE '. MURRAY ANO 
WOODROW W. KEMP. JCR~ HAS ADVISED THAT NAMES ON THAT REPORT WERE 
ALL BOGUS SO THE FRAt;;M!;NTS AND OTHER MATERIAL WERE ACCEPTED TO 
REMOVE THEM FROM CIRC'.JLATION. THE CROSS BORDER TR<:DERS \\/HO PROVIDED 
THE INFORMATION STATE THAT THEY CAN DELIVER THE ENTIRE SKELETONS FOR 
MURRAY ANO KEMP. 

1C' 
REPORTED THAT IN JANU/,RY 1988 HE VISITED AN "All!ERI ,AN JOURNALIST" 
BEING DETAINED AT THE FORMER LON NOL .RESIDENCE IN PHNOM PENH. THE 
AMERICAN WAS REPORTED,.Y ARRESTED IN WESTERN BATTA',1£,ANG PROVINCE IN 
JULY 1987. THE AMERI:';AN WAS TO BE RELEASED IN JAlv".JARY 1988, BUT 

1AS UNSURE IF 'HIS CAME ABOUT. THIS SlGHTI.IG IS PROBABLY 
RELATED TO THE B~IAN RONO CASE; BONO WAS RELEASED :ARLIER THIS 
SUMMER. 

11. CLASSIFIED ,:.Y SIGNER. c__ __________ __J SECRET 

NOFORN WNINTEL R:OCA.: 

(b)(3) CIAAct 

END OF MESSAGE ~ 

.sEGRE~ 

(b)(6) 
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••W'"';.._ .. ., ______ --.. ~---r'\.tJf-llUV\JU IVt r ''"'"""" .... '"""-• -- • -• • -

-- • --·- --··-·----- -----·--- -····- .. - .. ·------ ·---· ---·- -- . ··- - ----·- -··-· -----
~~ .... ~....:r-_::~i'~~~ ~n~f't_ .... ;i,.'§.,•~_J;::~••J'"= •~~~~=-~--,.:'~--U!J.!~;•!,•~-•••,-"T"T;1 _ i:s•,...:-:~ 

(b)(3) CIAAct 
-_····nsR .... ---------··-··-·· ···eAGE·oooi ···- -------- ..•. --- ···-·· ----------- - ······-- -.-

~---~ .. . TOT: 1819162 FEB 88 

g_ _/LC 1t E. r 

WNINTEL StCREI I 

(b)(3) CIAAct 
(b)(6) 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED FIRST HAND LIVE SIGHTING REPORTING FROM 
KHAMTAN NOUMALA IN CANADA 

(b)(1) 

(b)(3) NatSecAct 

(b)(3) NatSecAct __ (b)(1) 
1. PER DISCUSIONS WITH DIA/VO-PW ANALYSIS BRANCH CHIEF (b)(3) NatSecAct 

(b)(6) I I ON 11 FEBRUARY 1988, WE ARE FORWARDING • (b)(1) 
INFORMATION OUR I I HAS OBTAINED. THROUGH I (b)(3) NatSecAct 

FROM THE DEBRIEFING OF I.MM I GRANT -. (b)(1) 
ON ALLEGED FIRST HAND ,1 

~L-IV_E_S_I_GH_T_I_N_G_S_IN_L_A_O_S_. ~r-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-~--'--=-='--,REQUESTS THAT ITS (b)(3) NatSecAct, 
INFORMATION NOT BE DISSEMINATED OUTSib°E OF-·t'ins·· AGEi:fcy··ANo· .DIA . (b)(1) 
WITHOUT PERMis·sroN·. WE HAVE SENT A MESSAGE TO ;(b)_(3) NatSecAct 

AS REQUESTED BY . .__ ___ ~ FOR CONFIRMATION ON i : \b)(6) 
AR.__R_AN_G_E_M_E_N_TS_F__,OR ,___ __ _, TRAVEL HERE FOR VO.-PW DEBRIEFINGS ON (b)(1) 
THE MIA/POW ISSUE.CIRCA 15 APRIL .1988. THE TEXT OF THE (b)(3)NatSecAct 
CANAD.IAN NOTE ON~----~ IS AS FOLLOWS. (b)(1) 

(b)(1) • -----~ (b)f3) NatSecAct (b)(1) 
(b)(3) NatSecAct.2• SOURCE: ~------~ FORMER LA01iur-i, Nuw A· (b)(3) NatSecAct 

CANADIAN LANDED IMMIGRANT. SOURCE REPORTED THREE SIGHTINGS OF 
U.S. POW/l1IA .PERSONNEL IN LAOS IN 1984. DEBRIEFING WAS IN • (b)(1) 
FRENCH BUT SOURCE _l1.ADE REFERENCE TO NOTES HE· HAD PREPARED IN (b)(3) NatSecAct 
LAOTION. WE OBTAINED THESE NOTES AND THEY ARE ENCLOSED. YOU 
WILL BE ABLE TO DISCERN IMPRESSIONS OF PREVIOUSLY WRITTEN NOTES 
ON THE PAPER, POSSIBLE WRITTEN ON 31 AUGUST 1987. THES~ APPEAR 
TO BE IN A DIFFERENT HAND AND MAY OR MAY NOT BE RELEVANT. 

3 .• SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO SPECIFY WHAT MONTH SIGHTS 
. OCCURRED. SOURCE WAS 'ON THE ROAD FOR TWELVE MONTHS AS PART OF 

A GROUP DELIVERING l1EDICAL SUPPLIES CSOVIET QUININE AND 
VITAMINSJ TO SEVERAL POPUlATED PLACES. 

4. THE FIRST SIGHTING OCCURRED 30 KILOMTERS NORTH OF 

• •• • • • • • • SECRE'f , • •• • • • 
,b', TEM.PORAR Y WORKING COPY -- DESTROY AFTER USE ,-,,·, 

··--·- - .. > .. -=.-· ~ = -· .. ·.-.--~ ·--~:.-.-: =·-. == ·-· :-_ :~·~;: .. ::.:..: .. ·_ - == - _:,_.:~ .. ·:-.. ?-~-=--==-:...=~~:""':.z~------==-=== 

. . . 
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, .. --------====-..::.:. ______ ..;.'-:Approvea rur r..tm:::a;::,c. ,:.v, u, '. ..,, ..,.., _____ . _ . 

;;.;;~;~-;~~-:z::y~~:;:::.l~;;~~:~F;.:;~:--z:'.'.::;.,z:~=i~=}~~~:;~"~::;;;J:~~*~.r~:r:::.:;·::~~::~:=~7~:~::-:-::.'i:~,~ 
~!.-::':'::-"~ .::.--.==-== -=.;::-,•-=---~~-i==...'"==="...=--:- --===.:....':---==---...:::--'-= 

••,::.:.: .. ~---·'-•'!:~~~~~-= 
,---.,.:.•~1"'-':>.:f!U-"\••.:.,-.,:,_~~•~-.tt.':L'\,,t:..;:;..,;~.i:._~~j•,IIZJU;,'l;l,;l,o~ 

'.:'.. '..':-_:...:_, .. -· _::-:-.::-s:i::-~t :·."..:::'.1fE'._':"s:P-'EN:r:-:-.:rvro:::rn:...r.aR-EK:w.EE~EV-EN-tEEN'.:"tr.::'S'.'::-'..::::::.::::::::::::-.:.._, ___ ..,,:..::::::',_ - ' ·"-::: ' 
;,'.:--~~:;::-.1'•-ur:r-r~~-N-1f:Fc~W~i'.'.""2Fffi:G'.ID%::I:Nr.::'A~f-1G'N=FW'GN~ti='.£N<:--A'MP.·MEN~©N';::'.'~;-;.,.~GE":'~-""""'==-~,=;; •• __ •·• .=-<::i:--u.=:--::~·,,. 

RIVE·R.. THEY APPEARED TO BE IN GOOD HEALTH- AND WERE FED TWICE A 
• ·DAY-,---A:'T NOGN ·:Afm·· f:700·-HOURS;-- "THEY· WERE ·,TREATED- AS ·PR-ISON·ERS ..... -----·----··- ·-··· - .. • ••• -·-·--·---- .. 

(b)(6) 

Ai"ID WERE. NOT, AS IN THE CASE OF. THE SECOND SIGHT.ING,. INTEGRATED 
INTO THE LOCAL POPULATION. ... • .. • • 

5. THE SECOND SIGHTING WAS AT KHAM KER, NEAR NAPE IN 
KHAKE.!1 PROVINCE.-HERE HE M.Er11MOKEN DOMAHO" (DONAHUE?)WHOM -HE 
DESCRIBED AS A FORMER USAF BOMBER PILOT A,ND SON OF "A GENERAL" 
IN THE SEVENTH FLEET. DOM:AHO'WAS MARRIED TO A-MONTAGNARD WOMAN 
WITH WHOM HE HAD TWO CHILDREN. HE WAS INTEGRATED INTO THE 
COMMUNITY AND HAD COMPLETE FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT. AT THIS SA.ME 
LOCATION WAS A BLACK AMERICAN, ALSO FREE. HE WAS UNMARRI.ED. 
OUR SOURCE SPENT FOUR WEEKS HERE. 

6. THE THIRD SIGHTING WAS AT A CAMP 20 KILOMETERS OFF THE' 
HO. CHI MINH TRAIL (SEE SKETCHES). TWENTY-SEVEN U.S. SERVICEMEN 
WERE INCARCERATED HERE WITHIN A COMPOUND SURROUNDED BY FOUR 
'Rows OF BAHBOO FENCING. THE PRISONERS WORKED AT CUTTING 
FIREWOOD. THEY WERE TAKEN our EACH DAY BY GUARDS WHO WERE OF 
TH~ KHA SENG ETHNIC GROUP. ABOUT 200 !1ETERS OUTSIDE THE 
COMPOUND WERE THREE GRAVES OF U.S. SERVICEMEN WHO HAD DIED IN 
THIS PRISON. IN A THREE WEEK PERIOD, SOURCE ENTERED THE 
COMPOUND FOUR TIMES, ·TAKING IN QUININE AND VITAMINS. 

7. AT THIS POINT HAVING GATHERED THE HIGHLIGHTS, WE 
PERSUADED OUR SOURCE TO SPEAK DIRECTLY WITH ~------~ 

OF YOUR OFFICE. AS AGREED WITH YOUR OFFICIALS, ~---~ 
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTINUE TELEPHONE CONTACT WITH THE 
SOURCE. SHOULD YOU WISH TO SEND A REPRESENTATIVE TO CANADA TO 
MEET FACE-TO-FACE WITH HIM; I WOULD BE HAPPY TO COORDINATE 'THE 
MEETING. THIS EXERCISE DEALT WITH A SUBJECT MATTER AND A 
REGION THAT WE ARE NOT COMPLETELY FAMILIAR WITH, SO OUR 
APOLOGIES FOR ANY ERRORS IN THE SPELLING OF LAOTIAN NAMES. I 
WOULD APPRECIATE FROM YOU AN ASSESSMENT OF THE VALUE OF 1HIS 
INFORMATION IN DUE COURSE. 

8. 

12. 

NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS. 

END OF MESSAGE ~ 

(b)(3) CIAAct 

· END OF .MESSAGE . . . . . . . ~EGRET ... . . . . . . 
,b', TEM.PORAR Y WORKING COPY -- DESTROY A:FTER USE ,·:-1: 

-----------------~-----------'---
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-·-----·----------- r 

. . ... ~ . ~ . . ... -. . . .. - ---- C 

s· E e ll E T r.OFSRI.' WNJNTEL.: ROOCA l\ 

1 _________ .:._:TO=..:..: -.!:C:..!l.::A:...,":.../P'_;W:..·.::M.::.l.=A--!.:(C::_:0::.:L~ . .....::::J=.0:.E.....:S::C::.H::L:.AT.:._T:..:E:..::R:..'..)..:.. __________________________ ___;~-
(b)(3) CIAAct 

SECRET NCJ<QRN WN!NTEL ROOCA COIIM.JNlCATlON·OOD HANDLE AS RDO:A 
MATERJA~-PASS TO ROOCA CONTkO~ OFFICER ON~Y. 

(b)(3) CIAAct 
~------.......1 

SUBJECT: POW/MIA INFORMATION FROM LAO INFORMANT 

1. TrlE FOLLOWING PRlSONER OF WAR (POW)/MISS!NG lN ACTION (MIA) 
INFORMATION ON LAOS WAS O~TAINEO IN LATE SEPTEMBER.ANO EARLY OCTOBER 
1989 HE ALSO PROVIDED NOTES ANO A 
SKETCH MAP OF THE AREA OF LAOS DESCR1BED IN HIS NOTES. \,/HlCH WILL SE 
PASSED TO YOU SEPARATELY. HIS STATEMENTS AN) M:JTES ARE BEING PASSED 
FOR XOUR INFORMATION. 

~ TH• POW/MIA INFORMATION l:tl-iICH FOLLOWS ~AS OBTAINED FROM 

HE SERVED IN THE ROYAL LAO ARMY, HE RETURNED FROM A TRIP 
TO LADS TO VISIT RELATIVES CIRCA AUGUST 1989. HE SAID THAT HE KNOWS 
PEOPLE IN LAOS AND COULD PROVIDE SOME HEL·P ON THE POW/MIA ISSUE 
SHOULD HE RETURN THERE. PROVIDED PROPER ARRANGEMENTS ARE MADE TO 
PROTECT HIM AND HIS FAMILY. 

4. SUBSEOUENTL Y PROVIDED TH!lEE PAGES D• NOTES. ON THE 
PQ\,//MlA ·-SUSJECT. ONE PAGE REPEATS SOME INFORMATION GIVEN IN PARA. 
3 ABOVE. IT ALSO ADDS THAT AN UNIDENTIFIED WOMAN SAID THAT SHE SAW 
POW/MIA'S IN A PRISON CAMP AT ·orNEDlNG'" (S!C) AM} THAT ANOTHER· 
UNIDENTIFIED PERSON SAW ONE OP i,ncr POW/MIA'S AT BAN "HOA!SAN" 
(SIC). A SECOND PAGE, 1,/HlCH OSTAINEO FRO!/! AN UN!OENTIFIED LAO 
~ HAD RETURNED FROM A TRIP TO LAOS. REPORTS THAT PRISON CAM~S 
EY.IS7 NEAR "OlNEOING" (SIC) AND BAN DONG (·UN:.DCATEOl. ALSO IN THIS 
NOTE IS A STATEMENT THAT A CRASM S!TE WITH REMAINS EXISTS AT "BA~ 
HOIASANE" (SlC). THE THIRD PAGE CONSISTS OF A SKETCH MAP OF TH.I.-:' 
AP.Et. o~ !.ACS DESCP.IE!E!:' ASOVE A>.f.: S'-OWS'THE LOCATlO\'I O" /!. H:AV!!.Y 
GUARDED CAMP AND OF "EAN HOl A SANE" {SIC), lltHERE AN ,l.':'TEM?T 'TO 
RELEASE A POW FAILED FOR LACK Or EM'.JUGH MONEY. 

5. NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS. 

6. CLASSIFIED BY· SIGNER. ~--------_JALL ~ 
~ ;'NlNTEL RODCA.> 

Appr(?ved for Release: 2015/10/06 C06001242 
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------ ·----·- .• -·- ·--------- . 
--- • --· l\s •• RODCA -MATERIAL-PASS TO RODCA: CONTROL OFFICER ONLY. 

___ S.UBJ.ECT-:--REMIHNS-,-DGG--'FAGS-AND-1:;-r-V·E-s-rnHTTNG-rW-oms 

REFS: 

1. THE FOLLOWING PRISONER OF WAR (POW)/MISSING IN ACTION 

(MIA) INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED IN MID-SUMMER 1990 

2. AT AN UNKNOWN LOCATION ON AN UNKNOWN DATE A GROUP OF 

SEVEN POW/MIA'S WERE SHOT AND BURIED. ONE WAS A COLONEL IN FULL 
. . 

UNIFORM. ONE WITNESS OF THIS INCIDENT TOOK THE UNIFORMS AND 

REBURIED THE BODIES. THE REMAINS AND DOG TAGS ARE STILL AT THE 

BURIAL SITE. ANOTHER MIA INDIVIDUAL (NFI) IS ALIVE AND UNDER 

GUARD, BUT IS AFRAID TO TRY TO ESCAPE. WHEN HE WAS ASKED IF HE 

WOULD'LIKE TO GO HOME, HE REPLIED AFFIRMATIVELY, BUT SAID T~AT HE 

WOULD NEED HELP TO DO SO. HE IS MARRIED (POSSIBLY TO A LAO) AND 

HAS TWO CHILDREN. 

- •• 3. :PARTIAL DOG TAG INFORMATION ON THESE INDIVIDUALS IS AS 

FOLLOWS. 

A. SAUL JEFFERY L 

..... ·.. . 

(b)(1) 
(b)(3) NatSecAct 

(b)(1) 
(b)(3) 
NatSecAct 

-====---;=e:o;,;,ee::, .. ~-.1#)1-., -=-===-=--™""'"':"~~~~-===c==--=---=-7:;dz~ 
r=: • ::==H~~~~~1=:~;;;&~~--== ,l :::...=J.:,'¼~f:::.;:_; .. ·:.:...· --'---'"-'-·--=----=· -~'"7~:-..~,a:."'-~:.e, .... 
--=-""-".'"-:-"' --P--0--P.::-.,-...:.,_.__ ____ _ 

=5. S C R S T NQf:ORJf' WNINTEL Rt1DCA 

,.( 
•. 
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C U b U U .L L. L.:l: L. ---- ---- ---
/ --- ---·- ---· .. ·--Approved for Release: ;:::u1;;i, 1v1vu ...,~--- __ 

<l!lli~_.. ... _..._~, < ,.,;c., :..... ... ~~"?lch"'.mi,,::....1;;,.::i~...,,..,,=r,,,.~r.1• .. ,,,, •• ,....;,,,ril::-r<_...r'='.=hb'lt'S..+t.",--:;.1..:.r>-.1>.;,.,,.,:~~~"'ll':...,..,.,,~-=~•n?-r.--,;,\!.:!•:rti-;.'m:-":i"'>1">l.'-~~ .... ~,,,._,J,,;'(l'tl:~11;;,,,~~~~.;.!t,,~:r.....-2rJi<. .... ~~~~• .... 
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. • TiJHE'B}r--=R . . . . . 
- . - ·-·· ~ . . .~-- - -- . . --- ·- --- - -·. .. . - ··--- -·--. ·-

-I 
·BAPTIST· 

C. TR . D (SIC) 
(b)(6) 

LEATS A 

= PROTESANT 

D. BOBS 

LANNY D 

BAPTIST 

3. 

~. NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS. 

5. CLASSIFIED BY SIGNER. 

·NOFORN • WNINTEL RODCA. 

(b)(3) CIAAc~ 

(b)(3) CIAAct 
(b)(6) 

ALL SEC.m~'f 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
ROGER HALL, et al.,     )  

)   
Plaintiffs,     )  

)  
v.      )   Civil Action No. 04-814 (RCL)  

)  
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, )  

)  
Defendant.    )  

      ) 
 

PLAINTIFF ACCURACY IN MEDIA'S CROSS MOTION FOR ENTRY 
OF SUMMARY JUDGMENT IN ITS FAVOR, AND OPPOSITION TO 

DEFENDANT CIA'S MOTION FOR ENTRY OF SUMMARY JUDGMENT 
 

COMES NOW plaintiff Accuracy in Media, Inc. ("AIM"), by counsel, and respectfully 

moves this Court, under Rule 56 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, for entry of 

summary judgment in its favor, and in opposition to defendant CIA's motion for summary 

judgment.  In support of this relief, plaintiff submits its attached memorandum, together 

with Plaintiffs' Statement of Facts, Plaintiffs' Response to Defendant's Statement of Facts, 

and the affidavits of Eugene B. McDaniel, James Sanders, Mark Sauter, and Bob Smith.  AIM 

also joins co-plaintiffs Roger Hall and Studies Solutions Results, Inc., in support of their 

dispositive motions, including their prayers for leave to take discovery, for in camera 

inspections, and for appointment of a special master.   

Captain Eugene B. McDaniel, U.S. Navy (Ret), was a former Vietnam POW for almost 

six years, author of “Scars & Stripes: The True Story of One Man's Courage in Facing Death 

as a Vietnam POW,” and founder of  the non-profit organization, the American Defense 

Institute.  Investigative journalist James Dwight Sanders, coauthor of "The Men We Left 

Behind: Henry Kissinger, the Politics of Deceit and the Tragic Fate of POWs After the 
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Vietnam War," testified before the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs, as an 

expert witness.  Mark Sauter, author, investigator, and recognized expert on POW/MIA 

issues, co-authored four books, including "American Trophies: How American POWs Were 

Surrendered to North Korea, China, and Russia by Washington’s Cynical Attitude."  Bob 

Smith served as Vice Chairman of the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs, from 

1989 to 1993. 

AIM also relies on the affidavits submitted by co-plaintiffs with their dispositive 

motion, those of plaintiff Roger Hall and Carol Hrdlicka, as well as the affidavits previously 

submitted in this matter, of Bill Hendon, John LeBoutillier, Larry J. O'Daniel, Lynn O'Shea, 

and Barry Allen Toll.   

Carol Hrdlicka is the wife of David Hrdlicka, who was shot down over Laos in 1965, 

and was alive in captivity, at least into the early 1990s.  Former Congressman Bill Hendon 

served on the U.S. House of Representatives POW/MIA Task Force, as consultant to the 

Pentagon on POW/MIA matters, as a full-time intelligence investigator assigned to the 

Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs, and co-authored, "An Enormous Crime, The 

Definitive Account of American POWs Abandoned in Southeast Asia."  John LeBoutillier, 

former Congressman and member of the Foreign Affairs Committee's Special POW/MIA 

Task Force, authored the book, "Vietnam Now: A Case for Normalizing Relations with 

Hanoi," as well as numerous articles on the POW/MIA issue for such publications as The 

New York Times and The Wall Street Journal.  Vietnam veteran Intelligence Officer Larry J. 

O'Daniel served in a counterinsurgency special operations program whose mission 

included liberation of American POWs, held a "military occupational specialty" as Military 

Historian, as well as an Electronic Warfare and Tactical Cover and Deception Officer.  
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Researcher Lynn O'Shea wrote "Abandoned in Place," the story of Operation Pocket 

Change, the planned rescue of POWs held in Laos.  Barry Allen Toll participated in secret 

reconnaissance missions as a member of the elite covert operations branch of the American 

military in Vietnam, MACV-SOG. 

Plaintiffs' affidavits contain numerous examples of operations, events and activities 

that surely generated relevant records that have not been provided or identified.  The 

paucity of the CIA's production, as compared to the records clearly in its possession, is 

uncontroverted.  This deficiency, along with the shortcomings evident in defendant's 

Vaughn indices, as well as the inadequacy of its search for responsive records, 

demonstrates that there is no genuine issue as to any material fact and plaintiffs are 

entitled to entry of summary judgment as a matter of law. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Accuracy in Media, Inc., respectfully prays that this Court:  
 
(1) Grant Plaintiffs' Motions for Summary Judgment; 

(2)  Deny Defendant's Motion for Summary Judgment;  

(3)  Permit Plaintiffs to engage in limited discovery; 

(4)  Examine a certain number of documents in camera; and 

(5) Appoint a special master.   

 
DATE:  October 21, 2016. 
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Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 /s/    
John H. Clarke # 388599  
1629 K Street, NW  
Suite 300  
Washington, DC 20006  
(202) 344-0776  
Fax: (202) 332-3030  
johnhclarke@earthlink.net 
 
Counsel for plaintiff  
Accuracy in Media, Inc.  
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
ROGER HALL, et al.,     )  

)   
Plaintiffs,     )  

)  
v.      )   Civil Action No. 04-814 (RCL)  

)  
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, )  

)  
Defendant.    )  

      ) 
 

MEMORANDUM OF POINTS AND AUTHORITIES IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFF ACCURACY 
IN MEDIA'S CROSS MOTION FOR ENTRY OF SUMMARY JUDGMENT IN ITS FAVOR, AND  
IN OPPOSITION TO DEFENDANT CIA'S MOTION FOR ENTRY OF SUMMARY JUDGMENT 

 
AIM submits this memorandum in support of its Cross-motion for entry of Summary 

Judgment in its favor, and in opposition to the CIA's motion for entry of summary judgment. 

Additionally, AIM joins in the points in authorities submitted by co-plaintiffs Roger Hall and 

Studies Solutions Results, Inc., in support of their dispositive motions, and as well as co-

plaintiffs' prayers for leave to take discovery, for in camera inspections, as well as for 

appointment of a special master.   

Background on the Request 

History reveals Communist policy of holding American soldiers captive in the 

aftermath of war.  Such was the case in World Wars I and II, and the Korean War.1   

                                                
1    See Affidavit of James Sanders ("Sanders Aff.") ¶ 4  quoting 1991 Senate Foreign Staff  

Report, "An Examination of U. S. Policy Toward POW/MIAs":  
 
Moreover, the Vietnamese, as Communists, have had the additional benefit of 
the experience of other Communist regimes in dealing with the United States 
and European powers.  Therefore, it is not surprising to learn that the 
problems which the United States has had in dealing with prisoners of war 
and the missing in action are not the result of chance, but of historic 
Communist policy.  Indeed, history reveals that policy.  In the years after 
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In 1967, American troop strength in Vietnam had reached 500,000.  Protests, peace 

marches, demonstrations, and acts of civil disobedience were escalating, as many 

Americans questioned whether the U.S. war effort could succeed, or was morally justifiable.   

The following year, the United States and Hanoi entered into preliminary peace 

talks, in Paris.  However, the talks stalled, for three-and-a-half years.  The Paris Peace 

Accords were finally signed on January 27, 1973, on the heels of President Nixon's so-called 

"Christmas bombing"—a 12-day campaign of nearly 2,000 sorties, dropping 35,000 tons of 

bombs, the most concentrated bombing in world history.   

At the peace talks, reparation "negotiations had been extensive, and detailed.  A list 

of specific items was drawn up for the first year of U.S. aid.  Among some of the items on the 

list were… 200,000 metric tons of steel building supplies… between 2,650 and 2,900 

tractors, bulldozers and excavators…"2  Henry Kissinger had hand-carried a letter to the 

                                                
World Wars I and II, the Soviet regime, and later their North Korean cohorts, 
held American soldiers and citizens captive in the aftermath of these wars.***  
The fact is that Soviet and Asian Communist regimes view POW/MIAs, living 
or dead, not as a problem of humanitarian concern but as leverage for 
political bargaining, as an involuntary source of technical assistance, and as 
forced labor.  There is, therefore, no compelling reason in Communist logic to 
return POWs, or their remains, so long as political and economic goals have 
not been met. 
 

2 See also Sanders Aff. ¶¶ 6-7  quoting 1991 Senate Foreign Staff Report, "An  
Examination of U. S. Policy Toward POW/MIAs":  

 
In fact, U.S. reparations to North Vietnam were being discussed in Paris, 
France from April through June of 1973. The negotiations were extensive and 
detailed. A list of specific items was drawn up for the first year of U.S. aid. 
Among some of the items on the list: 700,000 square meters of prefabricated 
housing and warehouses; 200,000 metric tons of steel building supplies; 
50,000 cubic meters of timber; 40 million meters of cloth; 2,000 metric tons 
of Rayon fibers; between 2,650 and 2,900 tractors, bulldozers and 
excavators…"  Five days after the signing of the Paris Peace Accords, 
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North Vietnamese detailing the Administration's interpretation of Article 21 of the Paris 

Peace Accords, which pledged that the United States would "contribut[e] to postwar 

reconstruction… in the range of $3.25 billion."  The Vietnamese released 527 men, but 

continued its detention of over 600 more,3 held as collateral for the promised billions.  "Dr. 

Kissinger's letter would not become public for another four years."  Sanders Aff. ¶ 6.  

Regrettably, President Nixon had announced to the country that “all of our American POWs 

are on the way home….  What President Nixon did not tell the American people and the 

families of the missing was that the American government had numerous classified 

                                                
Kissinger hand-carried a letter, dated February 1, 1973 to the North 
Vietnamese Prime Minister which detailed the Administration's 
interpretation of Article 21 of the Paris Peace Accords, which pledged that 
the United States would "contribute to the healing the wounds of war and 
post-reconstruction of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam."  The Committee 
reprinted that letter in the Report.  The salient provision: 
 
1)  The Government of the United States of America will contribute to  

postwar reconstruction in North Vietnam without any political 
conditions. 
 

2)  Preliminary United States studies indicate that the appropriate  
programs for the United States contribution to postwar 
reconstruction will fall in the range of $3.25 billion of grant aid over 
five years. 
 

3    Affidavit of Senator Bob Smith ("Smith Aff.") ¶¶ 10, 14, 17-18:  "One of the most  
intriguing documents on the issue is the one called the '1205 Document…  [I]n 
September of 1972…  the Deputy Chief of the General Staff of the Vietnam People’s 
Army… told the Politburo members that North Vietnam was holding 1205 prisoners 
of war….  [A]ll other detailed statements in the 1205 were known to be true….  [A] 
high ranking former member of the KGB who told me point blank that the document 
is real, because the Soviets actually had the Vietnamese Politburo bugged and the 
words were a verbatim transcript….  The 1205 accurately recounts that the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam held 1,205 men, just months before it released Vietnamese 
released only 527 of them." 
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documents and human intelligence that men were, in fact, still alive in Southeast Asia."  

Smith Aff. ¶¶ 2-3.  Of the 50 or so POWs known to be held in Laos,4 only nine were 

repatriated.  The Laotians themselves admitted that they were holding American POWs.5 

In response, "Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Admiral Thomas Moorer… 

order[ed] Saigon command to 'halt the withdrawal from Vietnam immediately,' pending 

the resolution of the Laos POW/MIA situation….  Roger Shields, Chief of the DOD's 

POW/MIA Office, protested to Acting Secretary of Defense William Clements' plan to 

declare that "[t]he rest are dead," whereupon Shields thought he would be fired.  Affidavit 

of Barry Allan Toll ("Toll Aff.") Docket 83-1, pp. 9-10.   

When it appeared that Congress would not authorize Nixon to pay reparations, 

Secretary of State William P. Rogers threatened to seek payment via executive order, and 

"three times called for restraint by members of Congress in making adverse comments on  

 

                                                
4  See Affidavit of Carol Hrdlicka ("Hrdlicka Aff.") ¶¶ 37, 46:  "There are numerous  

intelligence reports showing live POWs all over Laos after Homecoming 1973. 
Before operation homecoming, in 1971, there were at least 50 POWs in Laos. See, 
e.g., Exhibit 38, Intelligence Report of 50 to 100 POWs in Laos, at Bates 107-09: 

 
DIA is collaborating closely where appropriate with CIA in regard to the 
current situation in Laos... At present there are proximately 350 US military 
and civilians listed as missing in action in Laos. Of this total, approximately 
215 were lost under such circumstances that the Patriotic Laotian Front 
(PLP) probably has information regarding their fate... 

 

See also Toll Aff. Docket 83-1, p. 7:  "We fully expected approximately 300 to 350 
Americans to be released from Laos alone, out of a true figure of 600 men missing 
there.  We also expected between 1,050 and 1,200 American POWs to come home." 

 
5  See Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 48:  "Lao officials admitted that there were "that some tens of  

prisoners were held" by Pathet Lao. See, e.g., Exhibit 51, an undated Working Papers 
of Dr. Kissinger…"  
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the aid issue, at least until American troops are out of Vietnam and all American prisoners 

are released."6  

"The final death-knell for the payment of reparations to North Vietnam occurred a 

week later when Armed Services Chairman F. Edward Hebert... served notice he will 

introduce a proposal to prohibit any U.S. aid for Hanoi….  It was the very next day… that the 

United States made its definitive statement that there were no more Americans alive in 

Southeast Asia and that 'rumors' did the families a disservice."7  From that point, and going 

forward to the present day, the government is loath to admit its extreme misconduct.  And 

there are other motives, endemic to the bureaucracy,8 to continue to falsely declare that the  

 

                                                
6  Sanders Aff. ¶ 10, quoting 1991 Senate Foreign Staff Report, "An Examination of U.  

S. Policy Toward POW/MIAs." 
 
7    Id.   
 
8    See, e.g., Sanders Aff. ¶ 11, quoting 1991 Senate Foreign Staff Report, "An  

Examination of U.S. Policy Toward POW/MIAs:  "Off the record, this priority 
vanishes.  Instead, other considerations emerge: Grand visions of a foreign policy of 
peace and reconciliation; desire for a new economic order of trade and investment; 
ideological imperatives to downplay the hostility of antagonistic systems; and the 
natural tendency of the bureaucracy to eliminate its workload by filing cases 
marked 'closed' instead of finding the people."   
 
See also Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 33: "When men were put in an MIA status, as opposed to 
POW, it made easier for the government to declare those men KIA, at the end of the 
war.  In Admiral Moorer's 1992 Senate Select Committee Deposition, he states, 'God 
help us if a man is put in a POW status.' Exhibit 37 at Bates 105-06 is the 1992 
Testimony of Chairman Joint Chiefs Thomas Moorer regarding the problems to the 
government resulting from categorizing Americans as POWs." 
 
And see Affidavit of Congressman Bill Hendon ("Hendon Aff.") Docket 116-42 ¶ 62, 
quoting talk by Assistant Secretary of Defense:  "If future Americans become 
convinced their country won't stand behind them when the chips are down, then 
they won't stand on the front lines for their country." 
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POWs are dead.9  

But the government's private posture was quite different.  Cross-border, covert 

operational teams "routinely were inserted in attempts to locate survivors, retrieve bodies 

of SOG members, or quickly exploit opportunity to liberate them from their recent capture 

by the enemy."10  After Operation Homecoming, SOG (Studies and Observations Group), did 

not cease its activities.11  "Overtly, [the government] search[ed] for remains of Americans 

                                                
9  See Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 62: "The government has insisted, for over 20 years now, that  

David is dead.  According to the government, David died in 1966.  Next, it claimed 
that he died in 1967.  Lastly, according to the government, David died in 1968.  It 
finally settled on 1968 as the date it 'believes' that David died.  The press conference 
that displayed David was held in 1969.  The government has no evidence that David 
is dead."  "Rather, there have been live sighting reports that show him to be alive in 
the early 1990s."  Id. ¶ 63. 

 
10   Toll Aff. Docket 83-1, p. 3:  "These highly trained mercenaries were provided to us  

from joint CIA and MACVSOG commando schools, and were composed of various 
Montangnard tribal groups, Chinese Nungs or Vietnamese. Our mission was to sneak 
amongst the enemy's base areas and gather covertly gather strategic intelligence, 
often in Cambodia and Laos. ***  Upon disappearance of one or more, or all 
members of a team in Laos or Cambodia, codename "Brightlight" teams, standing by 
in Vietnam, routinely were inserted in attempts to locate survivors, retrieve bodies 
of SOG members, or quickly exploit opportunity to liberate them from their recent 
capture by the enemy. ***  Bull Simon would later lead the SOG-80 attempt to rescue 
American POWs in North Vietnam, at Son Tay…. cross-border forays, which in those 
years, averaged seven to eight hundred yearly, on the ground alone." 

 
11    See, e.g., Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 67:  "The CIA's intelligence gathering regarding POWs in  

Laos was ongoing.  See June 1973 Joint Chief Memorandum re CIA's Intelligence on 
POWs in Laos, Exhibit 47 at Bates 141-47, with the subject, 'US prisoners of war in 
Laos." It states: …CIA continue to conduct an active program to acquire intelligence 
relative to the status of US MIA personnel. …  CNO indicated that CIA is pursuing a 
priority effort to determine what happened to US POWs in Laos and suggested a 
brief... DIA and J-3 (DOCSA) discussions with CIA points of contact and records of 
DOCSA a monitoring of Laos activities indicate that CIA has had, and currently 
conducts, an active program to acquire intelligence related to the status of 
POW/MIA personnel.  It is carried out by assets, and winds in the organizational 
structure of CIA station in Laos...'" 
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missing, or last known held prisoner there, while covertly, standing ready to affect their 

rescue12 in the known, second-tier POW camp system operating in Northern Cambodia and 

Laos, that [had been] extensively detailed, photographed, and ground reconnaissanced 

throughout the war era." Toll Aff. Docket 83-1, p. 6. 

The government had "vast studies of these camps in Laos, derived from SOG 

operations, Imagery Intelligence (IMINT, satellite, low and high altitude aircraft), and much 

agent reporting from… operations and CIA operatives reporting on the Americans held in 

these camps in Laos."  Particularly illuminating was the "unreleased SOG archives and the 

satellite imagery showing secret authenticator symbols for dozens of missing men, since 

1975 to late 1992,"13  some of which are "newly emerged intelligence documents… since 

the Senate Select Committee closed up shop in January, 1993." Id. at 13.  One such camp 

was Nhom Marrott, Laos.14 

                                                
12    See Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 20: "On July 29, 1992, I again requested specific information  

on a rescue attempt code-named 'Duck Soup.' … It was a CIA run operation.  General 
Secord testified before the Senate Select Committee Hearings to attempts to rescue 
David, and that there was a 'raft of cables' in the CIA on the rescue attempts."  

 
13    See Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 19: "In 1992, I then called Lorenzo Burroughs, a government  

satellite imagery expert, about this imagery. I asked him whether any authenticator 
codes were picked up with it. He responded that there were around ten."   
 
See also Hendon Aff., Docket 95-45 ¶ 21:  "During the closed briefings… Dussault 
explained to the senators what the CIA personnel had said about the June 5, 1992, 
SEREX imagery….  and then stunned those present by declaring that, while recently 
reviewing 1988 imagery of Laos, he and his associates had discovered nineteen 
four-digit numbers that matched the four-digit authenticators of known MIAs…" 

 
14    See Affidavit of Lynn O'Shea ("O'Shea Aff.") Docket 182-6 ¶¶ 1, 3, 5:  "The Central  

Intelligence Agency (CIA) holds never released documents relating to… at least one 
camp believed to hold these servicemen…  [In] 1981, the CIA gathered intelligence, 
including human intelligence reporting, and imagery of a prison camp located in… 
Laos [where] 18-30 American Prisoner of War were held… from September 1980-
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 While government efforts to free the POWs was clandestine, Vietnam War activists, 

veterans groups, and family members, have openly pressed on several fronts.  They have 

embarked on a wide range of public-awareness campaigns, including rallies, marches, 

educational forums, newsletters and newspapers, television and radio programs, 

ceremonies, sale of memorabilia, creation of memorials and parks, and civil disobedience.15  

They have sponsored legislative initiatives,16 prodded the government to act, and 

                                                
May 1981 and perhaps beyond….  [T]he CIA dispatched a least one reconnaissance 
team to the camp location to photograph the inmates and gather intelligence. The 
CIA continues to withhold information on the preparation for the mission, team 
progress reports, photographs taken at the camp and the debriefing of 
reconnaissance team members…  'The CIA can neither confirm or deny'…  [Attached 
is] a document confirming CIA holds at minimum 20 documents relating to their 
effort to confirm the presence of American POWs at the Nhom Marrott camp."  

 
15  See Affidavit of Captain Eugene B. McDaniel, U.S. Navy (Ret) ("McDaniel Aff.") ¶¶ 9,  

10, 15:  "In 1986, four years after retiring from the U.S. Navy, I began to speak out 
publicly about our missing men.  Almost immediately, the power brokers on the 
POW issue began to attempt to attack my character….  It was not long after I began 
to 'speak out' in 1986 that I received a late-night phone call from a National Security 
Council official confirming that we did indeed still have living American POWs in 
Southeast Asia.  I was admonished to 'be patient' and advised that we would have 
them home 'in two or three years, plus.'…  I continued to pursue getting the truth 
out about the POW/MIA issue for many years through the non-profit organization I 
founded in 1983, the American Defense Institute (ADI)… instrumental in helping to 
get a Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs established in 1991." 

 
See also, e.g., Betrayal:  Left Behind, Prisoners of War and Military Veterans, 2016, by 
Jerry Kiley, narrating 30-year fight to gain freedom for US prisoners of the Vietnam 
War still in captivity for decades after war's end. 

 
16  See, e.g., Hrdlicka Aff. ¶¶ 65-66:  "In 1996, the POW/MIA families tried to remedy the  

government's unjustified declarations of death, by amending the Missing Personnel 
Act, which had not been updated since 1942. The families worked for 6 months, at 
our own expense, to get this legislation passed and into law. There were provisions 
in this legislation that would have required evidence of death before the 
government could declare a person dead….  Another provision would have 
penalized anyone for lying to service family members about their loved ones. Later, 
our amendments were repealed, at the behest of Senator John McCain…" 
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demanded investigations into the government's misconduct.  And they have supported 

various reconnaissance and rescue operations, a few of which have been publicized.  The 

decades-long non-governmental quest for repatriation is known as "Operation 

Homecoming II." 

The breadth of the intelligence gathered on POWs after the end of the war, from 

1975 through 1992, is staggering.  The government had over 1,400 first-hand live-sighting 

reports, and several thousand second hand reports, of Americans being held captive 

throughout Vietnam and Laos.17  Many are from the 1980s and early 1990s.  Almost all live 

sighting reports were funneled through CIA Station Chiefs in both Laos and Cambodia.   

This lawsuit seeks disclosure of records of human intelligence, audio intercepts, and 

satellite and photographic imagery, analysis, correspondence, and testimony, along with 

other associated documentation.18   

                                                
17    Sanders Aff. ¶ 13, quoting 1991 Senate Foreign Staff Report, An Examination of 

U.S. Policy Toward POW/MIAs: 
 

The original plan of the Minority Staff was to review the U.S. government's 
handling and evaluation of "live-sighting" reports.   These reports are first-
hand narratives by witnesses who believe that they have seen American 
military personnel alive in various locations in Southeast Asia. ***  For 
Vietnam, the U.S. Government has at least 1,400 such reports, including 
reports that have been received up until the publication of this report in May, 
1991. In addition, the U.S. Government has received thousands and 
thousands of second-hand reports--accounts often full of vivid detail... 

 
18    See FOIA Requests Docket 114-1 at 3-5: 
 

1.  Southeast Asia POW/MIAs (civilian or military) and detainees, who have not 
returned, or whose remains have not been returned to the United States, 
regardless of whether they are currently held in prisoner status, and 
regardless of whether they were sent out of Southeast Asia. 

2.  POW/MIAs sent out of Southeast Asia (for example, to China, Cuba, North  
Korea, or Russia). 

3.  Prepared by and/or assembled by the CIA between January 1, 1960, and  
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I. DEFENDANT'S SEARCH IS INADEQUATE 
  
A. The CIA Must Search its Operational Files 

From the time it was signed into law on October 15, 1984, until April 21, 2005, the 

effective date of its amendment by the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 

2004 (Public Law 108-458), the Central Intelligence Agency Information Act, 50 U.S.C. 431 

("Act"), authorized the Director of Central Intelligence (DCI) to exempt CIA operational files 

from the search, review, publication, and disclosure provisions of the Freedom of 

Information Act (FOIA).   The Act defines operational files as:  

(1)  files of the Directorate of Operations which document the conduct of foreign  
intelligence or counterintelligence operations or intelligence or security 
liaison arrangements or information exchanges with foreign governments or 
their intelligence or security services; 
 

(2)  files of the Directorate for Science and Technology which document the  
means by which foreign intelligence or counterintelligence is collected 
through scientific and technical systems; and 

                                                
December 31, 2002, relating to the status of any United States POWs or MIAs 
in Laos, including but not limited to any reports, memoranda, letters, notes 
or other documents prepared by Mr. Horgan or any other officer, agent or 
employee of the CIA for the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the President, or any federal 
agency. 

4.  Records of the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs which were  
withdrawn from the collection at the National Archives and returned to the 
CIA for processing. 

5.  Records relating to 44 individuals who allegedly are Vietnam era POW/MIAs,  
and whose next-of-kin have provided privacy waivers to Roger Hall, 
attachment 1, and records relating to those persons who are named on 
attachment 2, the Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Office's list of persons 
whose primary next-of-kin (PNOK) have authorized the release of 
information concerning them. 

6.  All records on or pertaining to any search conducted for documents  
responsive to Roger Hall's requests… 

7.  All records on or pertaining to any search conducted regarding any other  
requests for records pertaining to Vietnam War POW/MIAs… 

8.  All records of whatever nature pertaining to the estimates of fees… 
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(3)  files of the Office of Personnel Security which document investigations  

conducted to determine the suitability of potential foreign intelligence or 
counterintelligence sources; except that files which are the sole repository of 
disseminated intelligence are not operational files. 

Id. 
 
   In its Renewed Motion for Summary Judgment, defendant perfunctorily states, at p. 

3,  that it "did not search operational files which are exempt from search and review 

pursuant to the CIA Information Act of 1984, 50 U.S.C. § 431(a)."  In its Statement of Material 

Facts Not in Genuine Dispute, the CIA claims, at ¶¶ 8 and 9, that "[t]he Agency has determined 

that CADRE and archived records are the only systems likely to contain responsive 

records," and that its "broad searches yielded approximately 16,500 hits… [but it] did not 

search operational files which are exempt from search and review…" 

Absent from its dispositive motion is any statement that it conducted a "decennial 

review" of these files, as required.  Under the Act, not less than once every 10 years, the DCI 

must review the exemptions then in force to determine whether such exemptions could be 

removed from any category of exempted files or any portion of those files.  The Act 

specifically requires that the DCI's decennial review include consideration of the historical 

value or other public interest in the subject matter of the particular category of files or 

portions thereof and the potential for declassifying a significant part of the information 

contained therein.  Federal courts are authorized to review whether CIA has, in fact, 

performed the decennial review and, in doing so, considered these criteria.  Here, the 

information concerns events which have both been the subject of official congressional 

investigations and extensive news, book, and film publicity, for decades.  Thus, the subject 

records are of historical value and widespread public interest, and the CIA must search its 

operational files.   
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Additionally, on July 22, 1992, President Bush issued Executive Order 12812, 

requiring that all government agencies declassify and publicly release, to the extent that it 

would not compromise U.S. national security, all documents, files and other materials 

pertaining to POWs and MIAs.  In 1993, President Clinton reiterated that order in 

Presidential Decision Directive NSC 8, requiring that all agencies complete their review by 

11 November 1993—Veterans' Day.  CIA Director James Woolsey agrees that Executive 

Order 12812, as well as Presidential Decision Directive NSC 8, includes disclosure of 

operational files, as reflected in his November 9, 1993 letter to President Clinton: 

As directed by Presidential Decision Directive NSC/8, "Declassification of 
POW/MIA Records," I am reporting on the completion of the CIA's review, 
declassification and release of all relevant documents files pertaining to 
American POWs and MIAs missing in Southeast Asia in accordance with 
Executive Order 12812…  Our review included a thorough, exhaustive search 
of operational files, finished intelligence reports, memoranda, background 
studies, and open source files….  We will continue to be responsive to this 
issue through our active participation on the POW MIA intelligence review 
panel and in handling future FOIA requests. 
 

 Exhibit 1 to Affidavit of Roger Hall ("Hall Aff.") 
 

B. Inadequacy of Search, Paucity of Responsive Records 

Notwithstanding the fundamental question being not "whether there might exist 

any other documents responsive to the request, but rather whether the search for those 

documents was adequate," Steinberg v. Dep’t of Justice, 23 F.3d 548, 551 (D.C. Cir. 1994) the 

absence of identification and production of responsive records is so wide-ranging as to be 

highly probative of the inadequacy of the government's search.   

Although the CIA was joined by the DOD in tracking POWs in Southeast Asia—both 

before and after Operation Homecoming—the CIA played a major, if not the dominant, role 

in those efforts.  "Asked who was the dominant collector of information in Laos, the CIA or 
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the Department of Defense (DOD), [Major General Richard] Secord replied, 'CIA, clearly, 

because of the resources they had on the ground.'  Asked who had the best information, the 

Defense Intelligence Agency or the CIA, Secord replied: 

The CIA was in charge of the war [in Laos], not the military. The military 
helped out a little bit on the side, particularly through the provisions of air 
assets, but the military had very few people on the ground except for forward 
air controllers, which were very good, and some air attaches, whereas the 
Central Intelligence Agency had several hundred people on the ground in 
Laos.  
 

Hall Aff. ¶ 119, quoting Exhibit 8 at Bates 32.   
 
"CIA station chiefs testified before the Senate Committee that the CIA had primary 

responsibility for interviewing all human sources of such intelligence, including refugees 

during this period.  See Exhibit 26, October 1991 Select Committee Deposition COS, 

Vientiane (1970-1973) Bates 111-19."  Hall Aff. ¶ 151.  The CIA has not stated that it 

searched any systems that contain records of overseas field stations.  Yet, it opposes even 

limited discovery regarding its search. 

"[A]ll live sighting reports that came into the [US] embassy [in Laos] went directly to 

the CIA Station Chief." LeBoutillier Aff.  Docket 83-15 ¶ 12.   "Witnesses before the Select 

Committee testified repeatedly to the involvement of CIA field stations in Vietnam, Laos, 

Cambodia, and Thailand, in the gathering of information about POW/MIAs."  Hall Aff. ¶ 122.  

"The government had over 1,400 first-hand live-sighting reports, and several thousand 

second hand reports, of Americans being held captive throughout Vietnam and Laos" 

(Sanders Aff. ¶ 13), and "investigators on the Senate Select Committee found literally 

thousands of live-sighting reports over the years from the end of the war into the 1990s." 

Smith Aff. ¶ 9.  These accounts of live sighting occasioned an initial interview, and an 

interview report, accompanied, presumably, by hand-written notes.  Of the several 
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thousand raw initial interview reports, the CIA has produced exactly zero.  It has produced 

a few hundred summaries—a far cry from the thousands available to the Senate Select 

Committee looking into the matter.   

Those who have seen the records furnished Congress would appear to agree that 

defendant's search was inadequate.  Former Congressman John LeBoutillier has "personal 

knowledge of several POW-related incidents where the CIA has had documents that have 

not been publicly acknowledged or released." LeBoutillier Aff.  Docket 83-15 ¶ 7.  Former 

Congressman Billy Hendon has "personal knowledge of several incidents where the CIA has 

had intelligence on living POWs that has not been publicly acknowledged and/or released." 

Hendon Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 4.  Senator Smith has "personally have seen hundreds of 

classified documents that could and should be released as they pose no national security 

risk….  I can state without any equivocation that they are still holding documents that 

should be declassified." Smith Aff. ¶¶ 8, 20. 

The CIA has provided no information on the Military Assistance Command, Vietnam 

– Studies and Observations Group ("MACV-SOG" or "MACSOG"), which was a highly 

classified, multi-service United States Special Operations unit that conducted 

reconnaissance missions in the Vietnam, the Laos, and Cambodia, as Hall observes: 

Exhibit 39, Bates 240-241, is an undated table of contents for a Draft 
MACSOG Documentation Study (Military Assistance Command Studies and 
Observation Group), which describes the cooperation between the 
Department of Defense (“DOD”) and the Central Intelligence Agency (“CIA”) 
with respect to covert operations in Vietnam and Laos prior to 1964.  It 
memorializes arrangement for the CIA and MACSOG to work together on 
POW matters, and demonstrates that MACSOG tracked live POWs.  In 
addition to confirming a connection between SOG and the CIA…  The CIA 
produced only one document, dating to 1971, that refers in any way to 
SACSA.  I have not been provided any other records referring to SACSA or 
MACSOG, notwithstanding that Section 3 of Part II the study is titled, "DOD 
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Support of CIA (Covert/PW Operations)" (id. at Bates 190), and Section 5 is 
titled, "The CIA Program." Id. 

 
Hall Aff. ¶ 5.   
 
Another telling deficiency is the CIA's claim to have searched "all systems that are 

likely to produce responsive records" for the 1,711 names on the Primary Next-of-Kin list, 

but produced records on only 11 of those 1,711 names.   Hall's dispositive pleading aptly 

characterizes this fact as "stunning."   

Plaintiffs' affidavits contain numerous examples of operations, events and activities 

that surely generated relevant records that have not been provided or otherwise identified. 

The paucity of the CIA's production, compared to the records clearly in its possession, is 

uncontroverted.  Plaintiffs have pointed to a number of specific documents which are 

reasonably thought to be responsive records—in Hall's extensive affidavit—but which 

remain unidentified. 

The CIA reports that it searched CADRE and the Office of Congressional Affairs and 

the Office of the Director of the CIA using the search terms “Missing in Action”, “MIA”, 

“Missing”, “POW/MIA”, “POW-MIA”, “Prisoner(s) of War,” “POW”, “Prisoners”, “War”, 

“Vietnam War,” and “Vietnam.” Shiner Decl. ¶ 26.  But the Agency is well aware that other 

search terms are appropriate.  For example, it could search using the names of facilities 

known to house American POWs,19 including Nhom Marrott—the subject of Lynn O'Shea's 

                                                
19    E.g., Tran Phu prison in Haiphong, North Vietnam (see Plaintiffs' Statement of  

Material Facts ¶¶ 29, 39), or Dong Vai (Dong Mang) prison (id.), or the camp in Sam 
Neua Laos (id. ¶¶ 50,103), or Tan Lap Prison, Vinh Phu Province, North Vietnam (id. 
¶ 92), or facilities in the towns of Mahaxy, Pha Kateom, Laos (id. ¶ 114), or in Son 
Tay, Vietnam (id. ¶ 119). 
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book, "Abandoned in Place,"20 or the code names of known operations of rescue 

reconnaissance,21 for which it has provided no responsive records.  Nor has the CIA 

provided any records of POWs transferred to Russia, North Korea, or China.22 

                                                
20    Plaintiffs' Statement of Material Facts ¶ 71: 
 

The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) holds never released documents 
relating to American servicemen Prisoners of War and Missing in Action in 
Southeast Asia, and at least one camp believed to hold these servicemen after 
March 1973. During the period March 1979- June 1981, the CIA gathered 
intelligence, including human intelligence reporting, and imagery of a prison 
camp located in the Nhom Marrott District of Khammouane Province Laos. 
According to intelligence reports approximately 18- 30 American Prisoner of 
War were held at this camp from September 1980-May 1981 and perhaps 
beyond.  Between January and May 1981 the CIA dispatched a least one 
reconnaissance team to the camp location to photograph the inmates and 
gather intelligence. The CIA continues to withhold information on the 
preparation for the mission, team progress reports, photographs taken at the 
camp and the debriefing of reconnaissance team members. O'Shea Aff. Docket 
182-6 ¶¶ 1-2. 
 

21    E.g., code names Duck Soup (id. ¶ 57), Operation Thunderhead (id. ¶ 62), Operation  
Blackbeard, Oak, Nantucket, Vesuvius One, Sunstune Park, Gunboat, Bright Light, 
Project Alpha, Operation Pocket Change, Project Corona (id. ¶ 115).   

 
22    See e.g., plaintiffs' Statement of Material Fact ¶¶ 154-158: 
  

After his May 19, 1967, shoot down and capture, James Kelly Patterson, "an 
expert in the use of his aircraft’s state-of-the-art electronics system being 
used to defeat Vietnam’s Russian-made missile defense system" was shipped 
to a closed Russian military region dedicated to missile research and testing. 
McDaniel Aff. ¶ 12.   
 
"Exhibit 99 is a CIA Report to the White House Situation Room regarding 
alleged location of live American POWs in Luang Prabang province Laos mid-
1985, 1986, at Bates 303.  It relates: 'There had been 12 American POWs at 
the site but in 1985 five of the Americans POWs were moved to the Soviet 
Union….'  The CIA has not provided any… information regarding the POWs 
mentioned in this document." Hall Aff. ¶ 88. 
 
"Exhibit 43, Bates 206, is a March 12, 1982, Foreign Intelligence Information 
Report from the CIA's Domestic Collection Division, claiming Soviet 
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Additionally, plaintiffs' affidavits include proof that the Director of Operations 

maintained files "detailing our certain knowledge of the second tier prison system in Laos, 

and the numbers of American POWs being held there," and that these files may have 

thereafter been relocated to the "Executive Registry Files of CIA."23  But the Agency 

declined to search those records. 

                                                
incarceration of U.S. Vietnam era POWs….  I have not received any records 
regarding this from the CIA."  Hall Aff. ¶ 38.   
 
"Exhibit 44 is a March 9, 1988 CIA Memorandum regarding "alleged Sightings 
of American POWs in North Korea from 1975 to 1982." It refers to three 
reports.  One is of "two Americans [observed] in August 1986," and the other 
is regarding "about 10 military pilots captured in North Vietnam [that] were 
brought to North Korea." The third report concerns a sighting of 11 
"Caucasians," in 1988.  The CIA has produced no records regarding any POWs 
brought to Korea during the Vietnam War."  Hall Aff. ¶ 99.   
 
"Exhibit 38(h), at Bates 189, is a June 1992 Memo to Select Committee re 
'President's Daily [CIA] Intel Briefings,' seeking copies of those briefings 
'given to the President regarding the possibility of POWs being transferred to 
the East Bloc after Homecoming.'  The author has 'a source who claims to 
have seen them.'  The memo said the CIA had responded that they "are not 
available to anyone."  The CIA has provided few President's Daily Intel 
Briefings. The CIA should produce all such briefings that address the POW 
issue.  Hall Aff. ¶ 121.   

 
23    Plaintiffs' Statement of Material Fact ¶¶ 163-65: 
 

At a meeting in the White House in 1993, "George [Carver] proffered CIA 
documents he’d authored, as late as 1975, going to the Director himself, 
about Americans still held captive in Indochina in the hundreds. I [Toll] 
provided CIA documents going to the Director himself, in 1967 and 1969, 
detailing our certain knowledge of the second tier prison system in Laos, and 
the numbers of American POWs being held there at the time. Their exact 
coordinates were noted." Toll Aff. Docket 83-1 at p. 12. 
 
At a meeting in the White House in 1993 Toll asked Carver "'all of those 
intelligence materials and product flowed directly to you in the Nixon White 
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II.   THE CIA HAS FAILED TO MEET ITS BURDEN OF PROOF  
TO SHOW THAT ITS EXEMPTION 5 CLAIMS ARE VALID  

 
A. Legal Standards 

 
  (1) Deliberative Process Privilege  
 

Under the FOIA Improvement Act of 2016, Exemption 5 of the FOIA is amended to 

provide that “the deliberative process privilege shall not apply to records created 25 years 

or more before the date on which the records were requested.”  Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 

552(b) (5), provides that the FOIA does not apply to matters that are:  

(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters that would not be 
available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the agency, 
provided that the deliberative process privilege shall not apply to records 
created 25 years or more before the date on which the records were 
requested; 
 

Exemption 5 was intended to incorporate the government's common law privilege 

from discovery in litigation. H.R. Rep. No. 1497, 89th Cong., 2d Sess. 10 (1966); S. Rep. No. 

813, 89th Cong., 1st Sess. 29 (1966); S. Rep. No. 1219, 88th Cong., 2d Sess. 607, 13-14 

(1964).  However, the Supreme Court has cautioned that discovery rules be applied to FOIA 

cases only "by way of rough analogies." EPA v. Mink, 410 U.S. 73, 86 (1973).  The CIA 

invokes 5's privilege for the deliberative process. 

                                                
House, did they not?' and George said 'Yes,'" again. Toll Aff. Docket 83-1 at p. 
12. 
 
Regarding records referenced in the foregoing paragraph, "George [Carver] 
said, 'I sent them back to Langley for storage, through the DO,' meaning the 
Directorate for Operations in the CIA. 'That was the arrangement I had,' he 
continued, 'usually by courier.'" Toll Aff. Docket 83-1 at p. 18. 
 
Carver stated that [i]f they moved them out of Operations, historically, they 
would probably be moved to the Director’s files... to the Executive Registry 
Files of CIA…" Toll Aff. Docket 83-1 at p. 18. 
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The ultimate burden which an agency must carry under this privilege is to show that 

the document is so candid or personal in nature that public disclosure is likely in the future 

to stifle honest and frank communications within the agency.  Coastal States Gas Corp. v. 

Department of Energy, 617 F. 2d 854, 866 (D.C. Cir. 1980).  Congress intended to confine 

Exemption 5 "as narrowly as [is] consistent with efficient Government operation." Id. at 

868, quoting S. Rep. No. 813, 89th Cong., 1st Sess. at 9 (1965).  The agency must show "by 

specific and detailed proof that disclosure would defeat, rather than further, the purposes 

of the FOIA."  Senate of Puerto Rico v. U.S. Dept. of Justice, 823 F.2d 574, 585 (D.C. Cir. 1987), 

quoting Mead Data Central, Inc. v. Dep't of the Air Force, 566 F. 2d 242, 258 (D.C. Cir. 1977).  

The possibility that disclosure will be "likely in the future to stifle honest and frank 

communications within the agency" depends on the identities of the author and recipient of 

the communication being disclosed.  Here, such damage cannot occur because the identities 

of the author and recipient of these communications can be deleted. See Boch v. C.I.A., 593 F. 

Supp. 675, 689 (D.D.C. 1984) ("given the anonymity of [blind memorandum], [the CIA] has 

failed to show by specific and detailed proof that disclosure of this document would defeat 

rather than further the purposes of FOIA"). 

An agency invoking Exemption 5's deliberative process privilege bears the burden 

of demonstrating that the material at issue is predecisional and deliberative. Schlefer v. 

United States, 702 F. 2d 233,237 (D.C. Cir. 1983); Paisley v. C.I.A., 712 F. 2d 687, 698 (D.C. 

Cir. 1983) ("The agency bears the burden of establishing the character of the decision, the 

deliberative process involved, and the role played by the documents in the course of that 

process."). 
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In order to uphold an Exemption 5 claim on grounds that the document is 

predecisional, "a court must be able 'to pinpoint an agency decision or policy to which the 

document contributed.'" Senate of Puerto Rico, 823 F.2d at 585, quoting Paisley v. CIA, 712 

F.2d 686, 698 (D.C. Cir. 1983), vacated in part on other grounds, 24 F.2d 201 (D.C. Cir. 

1984).  If there is no definable decision-making process that results in a final agency 

decision, then the documents are not predecisional."  Paisley v. C.I.A., 712 P. 2d 686, 698 

(D.C. Cir. 1983), citing Vaughn v. Rosen, 523 P.2d 1136, 1146 (D.C. Cir. 1975).  Moreover, 

"[p]redecisional communications ' are not exempt merely because they are predecisional; 

they must also be part of the agency give-and-take by which the decision itself is made."' 

Senate of Puerto Rico, 823 P. 2d at 585, quoting Vaughn v. Rosen, 523 P.2d at 1144.  Finally, 

where an agency in making a final decision "chooses expressly to adopt or incorporate by 

reference" a predecisional recommendation, that document loses its protection under 

Exemption 5. NLRB v. Sears, supra, 421 U.S. at 161.  This principle applies to a wide range of 

agency recommendations, and to "formal or informal adoption." Coastal States, supra, 617 

P. 2d at 866. 

(2) Extreme Government Wrongdoing Vitiates Privilege 

Agency bad faith in the litigation is relevant because it undermines the credibility of 

the agency's statements in its affidavits. Allen v. CIA, 636 F.2d 1287 (D.C.Cir. 1980). The 

same result is warranted where the agency engaged in bad faith in the activities that 

generated the records at issue. “[W]here it becomes apparent that the subject matter of a 

request involves activities which, if disclosed, would publicly embarrass the agency or that 

a so-called 'cover up' is presented, government affidavits lose credibility.” Rugiero v. U.S. 

Dept. of Justice, 257 F.3d 534 (6th Cir. 2001).  
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Additionally, government misconduct vitiates the deliberative process privilege, 

mandating disclosure of what otherwise may be exempt deliberative materials. See Tri-

State Hosp. Supply Corp. v. U.S., 226 F.R.D. 118, D.D.C., 2005:  

The deliberative process privilege yields, however, when government 
misconduct is the focus of the lawsuit. In such instances, the government may 
not use the deliberative process privilege to shield its communications from 
disclosure. Thus, "if either the Constitution or a statute makes the nature of 
governmental officials' deliberations the issue, the privilege is a 
nonsequitur." In re Subpoena Duces Tecum Served on Office of the Comptroller 
of Currency, 145 F.3d 1422, 1424 (D.C.Cir.1998) (citations omitted). Simply 
put, when there is reason to believe that government misconduct has 
occurred, the deliberative process privilege disappears. Id.; In re Sealed Case, 
121 F.3d 729, 746 (D.C.Cir.1997). See also In re Subpoena Served Upon 
Comptroller of Currency, 967 F.2d 630, 634 (D.C.Cir.1992); Alexander v. FBI, 
186 F.R.D. 170, 177 (D.D.C.1999) (citations omitted).  
 

This Court discussed the application of this principle to the (b)(5) exemption in ICM 

Registry, LLC v. U.S. Department of Commerce, 538 F. Supp. 2d 130, 133 (D.D.C. 2008):  

In this court, the deliberative process privilege has been disregarded in 
circumstances of extreme government wrongdoing. See, e.g., Alexander v. FBI, 
186 F.R.D. 154, 164 (D.D.C. 1999) (no privilege where documents related to 
misuse of a government personnel file to discredit a witness in an ongoing 
investigation of Clinton administration); Tax Reform Research Group v. 
Internal Revenue Service, 419 F. Supp. 415, 426 (D.D.C. 1976) (no privilege 
where documents concerned recommendation to use the powers of the IRS 
in a discriminatory fashion against "enemies" of the Nixon administration).  

 
The privilege does not apply where the plaintiff's allegations "place the deliberative 

process itself directly in issue." Dominion Cogen D.C., Inc. v. District of Columbia, 878 F.Supp. 

258, 268 (D.D.C. 1995).  In Tax Reform Research Grp. v. IRS, 419 F. Supp. 415 (D.D.C. 1976), 

the court refused to permit the government to invoke Exemption 5 and ordered the release of 

withheld documents where the documents at issue "simply cannot be construed as being part of 

any proper governmental process." Id. at 426. Similarly, in Judicial Watch of Florida, Inc. v. U.S. 
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Dep't of Justice, 102 F. Supp. 2d 6 (D.D.C. 2000), another court in this District recognized 

that the exception could be invoked in FOIA suits.  

 The court in Nat'l Whistleblower Ctr. v. Dep't of Health & Human Servs. (D.D.C., 2012) 

concluded, "[c]onsistent with these cases, the Court here finds that the government-

misconduct exception may be invoked to overcome the deliberative-process privilege in a 

FOIA suit." 

The party seeking release of withheld documents under this exception must 

"provide an adequate basis for believing that [the documents] would shed light upon 

government misconduct." Judicial Watch of Florida, Inc., 102 F. Supp. 2d at 15; see also ICM 

Registry, 538 F. Supp. 2d at 133.  

B. Argument 
 

(1) Deliberative Process Claims 
 

In this case, the deliberative process privilege under exemption (b)(5) was asserted 

for three released-in-part records, as reflected in the sample Vaughn index (entry numbers 

26, 62, 79), and for 17 of the denied-in-full documents ("DIF") (entry numbers 1-2, 5-7, 9, 

11-14, 20-21, 23, 25, 32, 34-35).   

AIM's Extract of defendant's inventory of these records is submitted herewith as 

Exhibit A.   

As Hall points out in his dispositive motion, of the 48 numbered items which 

comprise the DIF index, seven contain more than 10 pages:  Item 6 (58 pages); Item 20 (16 

pages); Item 21 (11 pages); Item 23 (15 pages); Item 29 (20 pages); Item 31 (18 pages); 

Item 36 (12 pages).  The use of the date of the “package” conceals the dates of the 20 CIA 

documents and the date of the information they describe.  Obviously, the Court and 
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plaintiffs cannot tell whether the deliberative process privilege is being asserted to records 

"created 25 years or more before the date on which the records were requested," as the use 

of the date of the “package” conceals the dates of the 20 CIA documents and the 

information in them.    

The Agency bears the burden of demonstrating that withheld documents contain no 

reasonably segregable factual information, which it clearly has not done.   

 (2) Extreme Government Wrongdoing 

Plaintiffs aver that the CIA is covering up its participation in knowingly leaving 

POWs in Southeast Asia post-1973 Operation Homecoming—its motive for withholding 

documents and information about American POWs abandoned in Vietnam.  In support of 

their allegations, plaintiffs have proffered affidavits and testimony from indisputably 

qualified experts, as well as dozens of examples in the record of operations, events and 

activities which surely generated relevant CIA records that have not been identified, or 

provided.  

Plaintiffs' allegations of serious misconduct are borne out in their Statement of 

Material Facts not in Genuine Dispute.  In February of 1974, President Nixon announced to 

the country that "all of our American POWs are on the way home."  However, Nixon knew 

that this was not true.  In accordance with their "long-standing communist policy holding 

back POWs in furtherance of political and economic goals," the Vietnamese and Laotian 

governments held back approximately 600 POWs, as collateral for the approximately $3.5 

billion in war reparations that President Nixon had promised.  The money never came, and 

the POWs never came home.  Id. ¶¶ 4, 7, 10.   
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In the years that followed, the government declared that the POWs are dead, 

notwithstanding the government's receipt of "over 1,400 first-hand live-sighting reports, 

and several thousand second hand reports, of Americans being held captive throughout 

Vietnam and Laos" (id. ¶¶ 16-17), as well as several dozen secret military signals and codes 

and messages sent from desperate POWs. Id. ¶¶ 18, 27-31, 33, 35-39, 41, 50.   Additionally, 

the government declined several offers to repatriate POWs for rewards (¶¶ 14, 51-56), and 

contemplated rescue missions (id. ¶¶ 57-65), even while repeatedly lying to family 

members that their loved ones were dead.  Id. ¶ 76. 

The CIA's long-standing policy is to withhold post Operation Homecoming POW 

records, such as satellite imagery and photographs, live sighting reports, radio intercepts, 

correspondence, communist broadcasts, analysis, studies, memoranda, briefings, and 

testimony.  As Vice Chairman of the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs wrote, 

he has "personally seen hundreds of classified documents that could and should be 

released as they pose no national security risk.  What is really at risk are the reputations 

and careers of the intelligence officials who participated in and perpetrated this sorry 

chapter in American history."  Smith Aff.  ¶ 8.  Aside from the affidavit of Vice Chairman of 

the Senate Select Committee Senator Smith, particularly forceful is the February of 1991 

resignation letter of the Chief of the Special Office for Prisoners of War and Missing in 

Action, Colonel Millard Peck.  That letter is summarized in the May 1991 U.S. Senate 

Committee on Foreign Relations Republican Staff Report, "An Examination of U. S. Policy 

Toward POW/MIAs:"  

Colonel Peck confirms that a "cover-up" has been in progress. He speaks of a 
"mindset to debunk"-- that is, to discredit witnesses rather than to ascertain 
the truth of their statements. He says that there was no effort to pursue ''live 
sightings." He states that "any soldier left in Vietnam, even inadvertently, 
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25 
 

was, in fact, abandoned years ago." He also criticizes the U.S. government's 
treatment of the families and friends of the POW/MIAs. 
 
These statements should be evaluated in the light of Colonel Peck's long 
career of faithful service in the U.S. Army, including three combat tours in 
Vietnam, for which he was awarded numerous medals of gallantry, including 
the nation's second-highest award, the Distinguished Service Cross. These 
are serious charges put forth by a man who knows their seriousness. 
 
Moreover, he is one of the few who have intimate knowledge of the way the 
U.S. Government's POW/MIA policy operates. 

 
Sanders Aff. ¶ 16. 
 
Colonel Peck was so thoroughly disgusted with the matter that he ended his letter, "I 

further request that the Defense Intelligence Agency, which I have attempted to serve 

loyally and with honor, assist me in being retired immediately from active military service."  

Hrdlicka Aff. Exhibit 42.24  

Here, it is quite "apparent that the subject matter of a request involves activities 

which, if disclosed, would publicly embarrass the agency or that a so-called 'cover up' is 

presented." Rugiero, infra. 

Given the history of the matter, the reasonable inference is that the CIA was not 

deliberating how best to provide information to members of Congress in its internal 

memoranda,, withheld in full on deliberative process grounds (entry numbers 1-2, 5-7, 9, 

12-14, 20-21, 23, 25, 31-32, 36), but, rather, was deliberating how to cover it up.   

Here, the CIA’s credibility is lacking.  This affects the trustworthiness of its affidavits, 

works in favor of plaintiffs' prayer for in camera inspection, and, given the volume of its 

                                                
24    See also Hrdlicka Aff. Exhibit 50, DIA Memoranda re Destruction of POW Records,  

1992; Id. ¶ 55, relating 24 complaints to the DOD Office of Inspector General, citing 
Exhibit 8, her "lawyer's list of Criminal Violations committed by DOD and CIA," 
including "Perjury Before the Senate Select Committee." 
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questionable redactions, would seem to evidence the advisability of the appointment of a 

special master. 

Hall's dispositive motion thoroughly analyzes the shortcomings of defendant's 

assertions of under exemptions 1 and 3—5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(1) and 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(3). 

CONCLUSION 
 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Accuracy in Media, Inc., respectfully prays that this Court:  

(1) Grant Plaintiffs' Motions for Summary Judgment; 

(2)  Deny Defendant's Motion for Summary Judgment;  

(3)  Permit Plaintiffs to engage in limited discovery; 

(4)  Examine a certain number of documents in camera; and 

(5) Appoint a special master.   

 

DATE:  October 21, 2016. 
 
 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 /s/    
John H. Clarke # 388599  
1629 K Street, NW  
Suite 300  
Washington, DC 20006  
(202) 344-0776  
Fax: (202) 332-3030  
johnhclarke@earthlink.net 
 
Counsel for plaintiff  
Accuracy in Media, Inc.  
 

 

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 258   Filed 10/21/16   Page 30 of 44

896

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 154 of 269



 
 

EXHIBIT A 
CIA INVENTORY OF RECORDS DENIED IN FULL 

 
 
 
Item No.,  
 
CADRE 
# 

Date,  
 
No. of 
pages 
 

Exemption Description of Document and Information 
Withheld 

1 
 
C59999025 
 

08/02/00 
 
4 

(b)(3), (b)(5) This document is composed of a one-page cover sheet 
and handwritten comments on a three page request for 
information by a member of Congress. The handwritten 
notes include a draft response to the request. Exemption 
(b)(3) (CIA Act) was invoked to protect identifying 
information of CIA personnel (names). The deliberative 
process privilege of Exemption (b)(5) was asserted to 
protect predecisional intra-agency analysis and 
recommendations on responding to the request. 
 

2 
 
C05999027 

None 
 
3 

(b)(1), (b)(3), 
(b)(5) 

This is a three-page draft internal memorandum 
describing a proposed response to a congressional 
request. The entire document is classified SECRET 
pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 13526 (intelligence 
activities, sources, methods) and is withheld under 
Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this information 
could reasonably be expected to cause serious damage to 
national security. All of this information is also protected 
under Exemption (b)(3) per the National Security Act 
which protects intelligence sources and methods. 
Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to protect 
identifying information of CIA personnel (names). The 
deliberative process privilege of Exemption (b)(5) was 
asserted to protect pre-decisional intra-agency analysis 
and recommendations included in the proposed response. 
 

3 
 
C05999550 

05/02/03 
 
5 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This five page document consists of a one page cover 
sheet, a one page print out from an action item tracker, a 
one page routing slip, and a two page memorandum for 
the record recounting a classified briefing provided by 
the CIA to a Senate staff member. The entire document 
is classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive 
Order 13526 (intelligence activities, sources, methods) 
and is withheld under Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure 
of this information could reasonably be expected to cause 
serious damage to national security. All of this information 
is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) per the National 
Security Act which protects intelligence sources and 
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methods. Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to 
protect identifying information of CIA personnel (names, 
signature, office location). 
 

4 
 
C06001231 

None 
 
4 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This four page document consists of three intelligence 
reports derived from human source reporting. The 
entire document is classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) 
of Executive Order 13526 (intelligence sources, methods) 
and is withheld under Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure 
of this information could reasonably be expected to cause 
serious damage to national security. All of this information 
is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) per the National 
Security Act which protects intelligence sources and 
methods. 
 

5 
 
C06001238 

09/23/92 
 
3 

(b)(1), (b)(3), 
(b)(5) 

This document is comprised of a one-page routing sheet 
and a two-page internal memorandum discussing a 
proposed reply to a request for information from a 
congressional committee. The entire document is 
classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 
13526 (intelligence activities, sources, methods) and is 
withheld under Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this 
information could reasonably be expected to cause 
serious damage to national security. All of this information 
is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) per the National 
Security Act which protects intelligence sources and 
methods. Exemption (b)(3) 
(CIA Act) was also invoked to protect identifying 
information of CIA personnel and offices. The deliberative 
process privilege of Exemption (b)(5) was asserted to 
protect pre-decisional intra-agency deliberations on 
how to respond to the congressional request. 
 

6 
 
C06001241 

10/06/92 
 
58 

(b)(1), (b)(3), 
(b)(5) 

This fifty-eight page document is a package of twenty 
CIA documents requested by a congressional 
committee for review. The package also includes three 
memoranda discussing the documents, a draft proposed 
response to the committee, and a draft list of the 
documents with handwritten notes. The entire document is 
classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 
13526 (intelligence activities, sources, methods) and is 
withheld under Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this 
information could reasonably be expected to cause 
serious damage to national security. All of this information 
is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) per the National 
Security Act which protects intelligence sources and 
methods. Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to 
protect identifying information of CIA personnel (names, 
signature, office locations, phone numbers) and offices. 
The deliberative process privilege of Exemption (b)(5) 
was asserted to protect pre-decisional intra-agency 
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deliberations with regard to the reply as reflected in the 
draft proposed response and handwritten notes. 
 

7 
 
C06001244 

03/92 
 
8 

 This document consists of a five-page draft of the final 
memorandum detailing written responses to 
questions posed to CIA by the Senate that is located in 
C0600124; and three internal routing sheets. Included on 
the routing sheets are handwritten notes discussing the 
content of the memo. The entire memo and handwritten 
notes are classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of 
Executive Order 13526 (intelligence activities, sources, 
methods) and are withheld under Exemption (b)(1) 
because disclosure of this information could reasonably be 
expected to cause serious damage to national security. All 
of this information is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) 
per the National Security Act which protects intelligence 
sources and methods. Exemption b(3) (CIA Act) was also 
invoked to protect the information on the routing sheet and 
identifying information of CIA personnel (names, 
signatures, office location, phone numbers) and offices. 
The deliberative process privilege of Exemption (b)(5) 
was asserted to protect pre-decisional intra-agency 
deliberations with regard to the reply as reflected in the 
draft proposed response and handwritten notes. 
 

8 
 
C06001316 

03/16/92 
 
2 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This document is a memorandum from the CIA to the 
Senate in response to a request for information. The 
entire document is classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) 
of Executive Order 13526 (intelligence activity, method) 
and is withheld under Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure 
of this information could reasonably be expected to cause 
serious damage to national security. All of this information 
is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) per the National 
Security Act which protects intelligence sources and 
methods. Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to 
protect identifying information of a former 
CIA officer (name, address, phone number). 
 

9 
 
C06001317 

03/06/92 
 
2 

(b)(1), (b)(3), 
(b)(5) 

This document is comprised of an internal memorandum 
proposing a response to a request for information 
from the Senate and two routing sheets. The final 
response is located in C06001316. The entire document is 
classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 
13526 (intelligence activity, method) and is withheld under 
Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this information 
could reasonably be expected to cause serious damage to 
national security. All of this information is also protected 
under Exemption (b)(3) per the National Security Act 
which protects intelligence sources and methods. 
Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to protect 
identifying information of a former CIA officer (name, 
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address, phone number) and CIA offices. The 
deliberative process privilege of 
Exemption (b)(5) was asserted to protect predecisional 
intra-agency deliberations with regard to the reply as 
reflected in the proposed response. 
 

10 
 
C06001322 

06/23/92 
 
2 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This document consists of a two page memorandum 
from the CIA to a Senate Committee. Exemption (b)(1) 
applies to all of the sections of the memo that are 
classified as SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive 
Order 13526 (intelligence activity). Disclosure of this 
information could reasonably be expected to cause 
serious damage to national security because it would 
reveal intelligence sources or methods. All of this 
information is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) per 
the National Security Act which protects intelligence 
sources and methods. Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was 
also invoked to protect identifying information of CIA 
personnel (names, phone numbers, signature). 
 

11 
 
C06001323 

06/19/92 
 
3 

(b)(1), (b)(3), 
(b)(5) 

This document is comprised of a one page routing sheet 
and a two page draft memorandum with handwritten edits. 
The final draft of the memo is located in C06001322. 
The entire document is classified SECRET pursuant to 
1.4(c) of Executive Order 13526 (intelligence activity, 
method) and is withheld under Exemption (b)(1) because 
disclosure of this information could reasonably be 
expected to cause serious damage to national security. All 
of this information is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) 
per the National Security Act which protects intelligence 
sources and methods. Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was 
also invoked to protect identifying information of CIA 
personnel (names, signature, office locations, phone 
number). The deliberative process privilege of 
Exemption (b)(5) was asserted to protect pre-decisional 
intra-agency deliberations on the draft response to the 
congressional request as reflected in the handwritten 
notes and proposed reply. 
 

12 
 
C06001408 
 

07/21/92 
 
2 

(b)(1), (b)(3), 
(b)(5) 

This document is a two page internal memorandum 
discussing a response to a request from Congress. 
Exemption (b)(1) applies to all of the sections of the memo 
that are classified as SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of 
Executive Order 13526 (intelligence activities, methods) 
because disclosure of this information could reasonably be 
expected to cause serious damage to national security. All 
of this information is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) 
per the National Security Act which protects intelligence 
sources and methods. Exemption (b)(3) 
(CIA Act) was also invoked to protect identifying 
information of CIA personnel (names, signature).The 
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deliberative process privilege of Exemption (b)(5) was 
asserted to protect pre-decisional intra-agency 
deliberations on the draft response to the congressional 
request as reflected in the discussion of the response to 
the congressional request. 
 

13 
 
C06001411 

07/92 
 
7 

(b)(3), 
(b)(5) 

This document contains a one page draft memorandum 
from CIA to a Senator and four internal routing slips. One 
of the routing slips contains handwritten notes about the 
draft memo. Exemption (b)(3) per the CIA Act was invoked 
to protect information identifying CIA personnel (names, 
phone number) and information identifying CIA offices on 
the routing slips. The deliberative process privilege of 
Exemption (b) (5) was asserted to protect the draft memo 
and the handwritten notes on the draft memo because 
they reflect pre-decisional intra-agency analysis and 
deliberations concerning the CIA’s response to a letter 
from a Senator. 
 

14 
 
C06002420 

None 
 
2 

(b)(3), 
(b)(5) 

This document is a two page draft memorandum from 
the CIA to a Senator. It contains handwritten notes and 
handwritten edits. Exemption (b)(3) per the CIA Act was 
invoked to protect identifying information of CIA personnel 
(name, phone number). The deliberative process 
privilege of Exemption (b)(5) was asserted to protect the 
entire draft memo because it was part of pre-decisional 
intra-agency deliberations concerning the CIA’s response 
to the Senator. 
 

15 
 
C06002421 

None 
 
7 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This document consists of talking points prepared for a 
CIA senior leader. The talking points identify and 
extensively discuss a CIA human source. The entire 
document is classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of 
Executive Order 13526 (intelligence activities, intelligence 
source, methods) and is withheld under Exemption (b)(1) 
because disclosure of this information could reasonably be 
expected to cause serious damage to national security. All 
of this information is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) 
per the National Security Act which protects intelligence 
sources and methods. Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was 
also invoked to protect identifying information of CIA 
personnel. 
 

16 
 
C06002459 

08/26/92 
 
2 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This document is a two page memorandum for the 
record. The entire document is classified SECRET 
pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 13526 (intelligence 
activities, methods) and is withheld under Exemption (b)(1) 
because disclosure of this information could reasonably be 
expected to cause serious damage to national security. All 
of this information is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) 
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per the National Security Act which protects intelligence 
sources and methods. Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was 
also invoked to protect identifying information of a CIA 
covert officer (name, signature). 
 

17 
 
C06002464 
 
 

09/01/92 
 
2 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This document is a two page memorandum for the 
record. The entire document is classified SECRET 
pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 13526 (intelligence 
activities, sources, methods) and is withheld under 
Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this information 
could reasonably be expected to cause serious damage to 
national security. All of this information is also protected 
under Exemption (b)(3) per the National Security Act 
which protects intelligence sources and methods. 
Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to protect 
identifying information of CIA personnel (name, signature). 
 

18 
 
C06002470 

12/03/92 
 
4 

(b)(1), (b)(3), 
(b)(6) 

This document includes a one page routing sheet and a 
three page letter from the CIA to Congress to respond to 
a request from Congress. The entire document is 
classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 
13526 (intelligence activities, sources, methods) and is 
withheld under Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this 
information could reasonably be expected to cause 
serious damage to national security. All of this information 
is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) per the National 
Security Act which protects intelligence sources and 
methods. Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to 
protect identifying information of CIA personnel (names, 
signature) and information identifying a CIA office. 
Exemption (b)(6) was asserted to protect the names and 
identifying information of third parties not employed by the 
Agency. 
 

19 
 
C06002471 

11/20/92 
 
2 

(b)(1), (b)(3), 
(b)(6) 

This document is a two page internal memorandum 
prepared to assist with the CIA’s response to a 
request from Congress. The final letter from CIA to 
Congress is in C06002470. The entire document is 
classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 
13526 (intelligence activities, sources, methods) and is 
withheld under Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this 
information could reasonably be expected to cause 
serious damage to national security. All of this information 
is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) per the National 
Security Act which protects intelligence sources and 
methods. Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to 
protect identifying information of CIA personnel (names, 
signature) and information identifying a CIA office. 
Exemption (b)(6) was asserted to protect the names and 
identifying information of third parties not employed by the 
Agency. 
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20 
 
C06002484 

11/21/91 
 
16 

(b)(1), (b)(3), 
(b)(5) 

This document contains draft remarks and background 
information compiled for a senior Agency officer in 
preparation for a briefing to a Senate committee. It 
contains handwritten comments and edits. The entire 
document is classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of 
Executive Order 13526 (intelligence activities, sources, 
methods) and is withheld under Exemption (b)(1) because 
disclosure of this information could reasonably be 
expected to cause serious damage to national security. All 
of this information is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) 
per the National Security Act which protects intelligence 
sources and methods. Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was 
also invoked to protect identifying information of CIA 
personnel (names, signature) and information identifying a 
CIA office. The deliberative process privilege of 
Exemption (b)(5) was asserted to protect pre-decisional 
intra-agency deliberations concerning the draft document 
as reflected by the handwritten edits and comments. 
 

21 
 
C06002485 

11/91 
 
11 

(b)(1), (b)(3), 
(b)(5) 

This document contains draft remarks and background 
information compiled for a senior Agency officer in 
preparation for a briefing to a Senate committee. It 
contains pages marked draft and handwritten edits and 
comments. The entire document is classified SECRET 
pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 13526 (intelligence 
activities, sources, methods) and is withheld under 
Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this information 
could reasonably be expected to cause serious damage to 
national security. All of this information is also protected 
under Exemption (b)(3) per the National Security Act 
which protects intelligence sources and methods. 
Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to protect 
identifying information of CIA personnel (names, 
signature) and information identifying a CIA office. The 
deliberative process privilege of Exemption (b)(5) was 
asserted to protect pre-decisional intra-agency 
deliberations concerning the draft document as reflected 
by the handwritten comments. 
 

22 
 
C06159048 

02/21/92 
 
3 

(b)(1), (b)(3), 
(b)(6) 

This document is a one page letter from the CIA to a 
Senate Committee staff member and two pages of 
enclosures attached to the letter. The entire document 
is classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive 
Order 13526 (intelligence activities, sources, methods) 
and is withheld under Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure 
of this information could reasonably be expected to cause 
serious damage to national security. All of this information 
is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) per the National 
Security Act which protects intelligence sources and 
methods. Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to 
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protect information identifying a CIA employee (name, 
signature). Exemption (b)(6) was asserted to protect the 
names and identifying information of third parties not 
employed by the Agency. 
 

23 
 
C06002563 

11/20/91 
 
15 

(b)(1), (b)(3), 
(b)(5) 

This document is a draft of remarks prepared for a 
senior Agency officer. It contains handwritten comments 
and questions. The entire document is classified SECRET 
pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 13526 (intelligence 
activities, sources, methods) and is withheld under 
Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this information 
could reasonably be expected to cause serious damage to 
national security. All of this information is also protected 
under Exemption (b)(3) per the National Security Act 
which protects intelligence sources and methods. The 
deliberative process privilege of Exemption (b)(5) was 
asserted to protect predecisional intra-agency 
deliberations concerning the draft document as reflected 
by the handwritten comments. 
 

24 
 
C06002568 

11/92 
 
5 

(b)(1), (b)(3) 
 

This document contains a two page letter from the CIA to 
Congress, a routing sheet, and a two page enclosure that 
summarizes information from a named CIA human 
source. The entire document is classified SECRET 
pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 13526 (intelligence 
activities, sources, methods) and is withheld under 
Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this information 
could reasonably be expected to cause serious damage to 
national security. All of this information is also protected 
under Exemption (b)(3) per the National Security Act 
which protects intelligence sources and methods. 
Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to protect 
identifying information of CIA personnel (names, 
signatures, phone number) and information identifying CIA 
offices. 
 

25 
 
C06010745 

12/24/91 
 
4 

(b)(1), (b)(3), 
(b)(5) 

This document is a one page routing sheet and a two page 
draft memorandum providing a proposed response to a 
request for information from Congress. The document 
contains handwritten comments and edits. The entire 
document is classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of 
Executive Order 13526 (intelligence activities, sources, 
methods) and is withheld under Exemption (b)(1) because 
disclosure of this information could reasonably be 
expected to cause serious damage to national security. All 
of this information is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) 
per the National Security Act which protects intelligence 
sources and methods. Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was 
also invoked to protect identifying information of CIA 
personnel (names, phone number) and information 
identifying CIA offices. The deliberative process privilege 
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of Exemption (b)(5) was asserted to protect pre-decisional 
intra-agency deliberations concerning the draft document 
as reflected by the handwritten comments. 
 

26 
 
C06010746 

11/29/91 
 
1 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This is a one page CIA cable. The entire document is 
classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 
13526 (intelligence methods) and is withheld under 
Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this information 
could reasonably be expected to cause serious damage to 
national security. All of this information is also protected 
under Exemption (b)(3) per the National Security Act 
which protects intelligence sources and methods. 
Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to protect 
information identifying CIA offices 
 

27 
 
C06010769 

10/92 
 
4 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This document is a one page routing sheet and a three 
page memorandum for the record documenting a 
closed congressional hearing. The entire document is 
classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 
13526 (intelligence activities) and is withheld under 
Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this information 
could reasonably be expected to cause serious damage to 
national security. All of this information is also protected 
under Exemption (b)(3) per the National Security Act 
which protects intelligence sources and methods. 
Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to protect 
identifying information of CIA personnel (names, phone 
number, signatures) and information identifying CIA 
offices. 
 

28 
 
C06010770 

10/19/92 
 
9 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This document contains information compiled in 
response to a question raised during a congressional 
hearing. The information includes memoranda and a 
disseminated report. The entire document is classified 
SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 13526 
(intelligence methods, activities) and is withheld under 
Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this information 
could reasonably be expected to cause serious damage to 
national security. All of this information is also protected 
under Exemption (b)(3) per the National Security Act 
which protects intelligence sources and methods. 
Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to protect 
identifying information of CIA personnel (names, phone 
number, office location, signatures) and information 
identifying CIA offices. 
 

29 
 
C06010780 

02/11/92 
 
20 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This document contains a one page routing sheet, two 
letters from CIA to Congress, and information 
requested by Congress. The entire document is 
classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 
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13526 (intelligence methods, activities) and is withheld 
under Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this 
information could reasonably be expected to cause 
serious damage to national security. All of this information 
is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) per the National 
Security Act which protects intelligence sources and 
methods. Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to 
protect identifying information of CIA personnel and 
information identifying CIA offices 
 

30 
 
C06010782 

02/07/92 
 
2 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This document is a two page memorandum for the 
record regarding a briefing provided by the CIA for 
Congress. The entire document is classified SECRET 
pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 13526 (intelligence 
methods, activities) and is withheld under Exemption (b)(1) 
because disclosure of this information could reasonably be 
expected to cause serious damage to national security. All 
of this information is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) 
per the National Security Act which protects intelligence 
sources and methods. Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was 
also invoked to protect identifying information of CIA 
personnel (names, signature) and information identifying 
CIA offices. 
 

31 
 
C06010789 

01/21/92 
 
18 

(b)(1), (b)(3), 
(b)(5) 

This document includes a routing sheet, two memoranda 
to Congress discussing a congressional request to 
review CIA files, and enclosures included with the 
memoranda. The entire document is classified SECRET 
pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 13526 (intelligence 
sources, methods, activities) and is withheld under 
Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this information 
could reasonably be expected to cause serious damage to 
national security. All of this information is also protected 
under Exemption (b)(3) per the National Security Act 
which protects intelligence sources and methods. 
Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to protect 
identifying information of former 
CIA officers (names, addresses) and information 
identifying CIA offices. Exemption (b)(6) was asserted to 
protect the names and identifying information of third 
parties not employed by the Agency. 
 

32 
 
C06010792 

01/92 
 
5 

(b)(1), (b)(3), 
(b)(5) 

This document includes two routing sheets and an 
incomplete, internal draft of the memoranda included in 
C0601789 which discuss the CIA response to a 
congressional request to review CIA files. One of the 
routing sheets has handwritten notes regarding the 
memoranda. The entire document is classified SECRET 
pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 13526 (intelligence 
sources, methods, activities) and is withheld under 
Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this information 
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could reasonably be expected to cause serious damage to 
national security. All of this information is also protected 
under Exemption (b)(3) per the National Security Act 
which protects intelligence sources and methods. 
Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to protect 
identifying information of CIA officers and former CIA 
officers (names, signatures, phone number, addresses) 
and information identifying CIA offices. The deliberative 
process privilege of Exemption (b)(5) was asserted to 
protect pre-decisional intra-agency deliberations 
concerning the draft memoranda as reflected by the 
handwritten comments and the incomplete nature of the 
memoranda. 
 

33 
 
C06010827 

12/08/98 
 
1 

(b)(3), 
(b)(5) 

This document is a memorandum from the head of an 
office within CIA to the Director of the CIA. The entire 
document is classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of 
Executive Order 13526 (intelligence sources, methods, 
activities) and is withheld under Exemption (b)(1) because 
disclosure of this information could reasonably be 
expected to cause serious damage to national security. All 
of this information is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) 
per the National Security Act which protects intelligence 
sources and methods. Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was 
also invoked to protect identifying information of a CIA 
officer (name) and information identifying CIA offices. 
Exemption (b)(6) was invoked to protect information 
identifying third parties who are not employed by the 
Agency 
 

34 
 
C06010842 

11/18/91 
 
3 

(b)(3), 
(b)(5) 

This document is a memo from the CIA’s Office of 
Congressional Affairs to the Director of the CIA 
discussing the Director’s proposed attendance at a 
closed briefing. Exemption (b)(3) per the CIA Act was 
invoked to protect information identifying a CIA employee 
(phone number). The entire document is withheld under 
the deliberative process privilege of Exemption (b)(5) 
because it includes recommendations and deliberations 
from a subordinate to the Director, CIA regarding a 
briefing. 
 

35 
 
C06010843 

Undated 
 
5 

(b)(5) This document contains three drafts of a memorandum 
from the Director, CIA to a Senator and a routing page. 
It includes handwritten notes and edits regarding the text 
of the memorandum. The entire draft document is withheld 
under the deliberative process privilege of Exemption 
(b)(5) because it reflects intra-agency pre-decisional 
analysis and deliberations. 
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36 
 
C06010933 

03/30/92 
 
12 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This document is a twelve page memorandum detailing 
written responses to questions posed to CIA by the 
Senate. The entire document is classified SECRET 
pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 13526 (intelligence 
activities, sources, methods) and is withheld under 
Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this information 
could reasonably be expected to cause serious damage to 
national security. All of this information is also protected 
under Exemption (b)(3) per the National Security Act 
which protects intelligence sources and methods. 
Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to protect 
identifying information of CIA personnel and information 
identifying CIA offices 
 

37 
 
C06010936 

05/05/92 
 
4 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This document is a four page memorandum for the 
record detailing a meeting between CIA employees 
and a member of a congressional staff. The entire 
document is classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of 
Executive Order 13526 (intelligence methods, activities) 
and is withheld under Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure 
of this information could reasonably be expected to cause 
serious damage to national security. All of this information 
is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) per the National 
Security Act which protects intelligence sources and 
methods. Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to 
protect identifying information of a CIA officer (name, 
signature) and information identifying a CIA office. 
 

38 
 
C06010939 

06/06/92 
 
5 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This document is a one page memorandum from the head 
of an office in the CIA to the CIA’s office of congressional 
affairs and four pages of sensitive human source 
reporting. The entire document is classified SECRET 
pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 13526 (intelligence 
sources, methods, activities) and is withheld under 
Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this information 
could reasonably be expected to cause serious damage to 
national security. All of this information is also protected 
under Exemption (b)(3) per the National Security Act 
which protects intelligence sources and methods. 
Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to protect 
identifying information of CIA officers (names, signature) 
and information identifying a CIA office. 
 

39 
 
C06010951 

10/92 
 
5 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This document contains two CIA operational cables. The 
entire document is classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) 
of Executive Order 13526 (intelligence sources, methods, 
activities) and is withheld under Exemption (b)(1) because 
disclosure of this information could reasonably be 
expected to cause serious damage to national security. All 
of this information is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) 
per the National Security Act which protects intelligence 

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 258   Filed 10/21/16   Page 42 of 44

908

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 166 of 269



sources and methods. Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was 
also invoked to protect information identifying CIA offices 
 

40 
 
C06010954 

02/12/92 
 
2 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This document is a two page memorandum for the record 
recounting a classified briefing provided by the CIA to 
members of a Senate staff. The entire document is 
classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 
13526 (intelligence source, activities) and is withheld 
under Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this 
information could reasonably be expected to cause 
serious damage to national security. All of this information 
is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) per the National 
Security Act which protects intelligence sources and 
methods. Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to 
protect identifying information of CIA officers (names, 
signature) and information identifying a CIA office. 
 

41 
 
C06010955 

02/14/92 
 
2 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This document is a two page memorandum for the 
record recounting a classified briefing provided by the 
CIA to a member of a Senate staff. The entire document 
is classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive 
Order 13526 (intelligence source, activities) and is 
withheld under Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this 
information could reasonably be expected to cause 
serious damage to national security. All of this information 
is also protected under Exemption (b)(3) per the National 
Security Act which protects intelligence sources and 
methods. Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to 
protect identifying information of CIA officers (names, 
signature) and information identifying a CIA office. 
 

42 
 
C05006257 

06/27/73 
 
4 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This document is a two page memorandum for the 
record drafted by the head of a CIA office. The entire 
document is classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of 
Executive Order 13526 (intelligence sources, intelligence 
activities, intelligence methods) and is withheld under 
Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this information 
could reasonably be expected to cause serious damage to 
national security. All of this information is also protected 
under Exemption (b)(3) per the National Security Act 
which protects intelligence sources and methods. 
Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to protect 
identifying information of a CIA employee (name, 
signature) and information identifying a CIA office. 
 

43 
 
C06116955 

01/13/76 
 
2 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This document contains a one page routing sheet and a 
one page internal memorandum. The entire document is 
classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) of Executive Order 
13526 (intelligence methods) and is withheld under 
Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this information 
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could reasonably be expected to cause serious damage to 
national security. All of this information is also protected 
under Exemption (b)(3) per the National Security Act 
which protects intelligence sources and methods. 
Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to protect 
identifying information of a CIA employee (name, 
signature) and information identifying a CIA office. 
 

44 
 
C06117105 

01/06/75 
 
1 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This document is a one page operational cable. The 
entire document is classified SECRET pursuant to 1.4(c) 
of Executive Order 13526 (intelligence methods, 
intelligence activities) and is withheld under 
Exemption (b)(1) because disclosure of this information 
could reasonably be expected to cause serious damage to 
national security. All of this information is also protected 
under Exemption (b)(3) per the National Security Act 
which protects intelligence sources and methods. 
Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to protect 
information identifying CIA offices 
 

45 
 
C06117100 

01/26/76 
 
1 

(b)(1), (b)(3) This document is an internal one page memorandum. 
The entire document is classified SECRET pursuant to 
1.4(c) of Executive Order 13526 (intelligence methods, 
intelligence activities) and is withheld under Exemption 
(b)(1) because disclosure of this information could 
reasonably be expected to cause serious damage to 
national security. All of this information is also protected 
under Exemption (b)(3) per the National Security Act 
which protects intelligence sources and methods. 
Exemption (b)(3) (CIA Act) was also invoked to protect 
identifying information of a CIA employee (names, 
signature) and information identifying a CIA office. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

ROGER HALL, et al., ) 
) 

Plaintiffs, ) 
) 

v. )  Civil Action No. 04-814 (RCL) 
) 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE ) 
AGENCY, ) 

) 
Defendant. ) 

) 

AFFIDAVIT OF CAPTAIN 
EUGENE B. MCDANIEL, U.S. NAVY (RET) 

Captain Eugene B. McDaniel, U.S. Navy (Ret.) hereby swears 

and affirms: 

1. On May 19, 1967, James Kelly Patterson and I were flying

a fully loaded (15,000 lbs. of bombs and 15,000 lbs. of fuel) A-6 

Intruder on our 81st mission over North Vietnam.  We were in a 

loose formation of 24 aircraft flying deep into the country to bomb 

Van Diem, a truck repair facility. 
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2. About forty miles away from our target our instruments 

indicated missile activity nearby.  Shortly thereafter, we began to 

have the indication on our instrument panel that a SAM (surface-to-

air missile) was “locked on” to our aircraft.   The missile looks like a 

telephone pole with a plume of gray smoke appearing on the firing 

end.  We could normally out-maneuver the SAM if we could see it. 

3. While dodging one missile, we were hit by another one 

that we did not see.  On impact the aircraft pitched down, controls 

frozen, and began to burn.  Our one option was to eject one second 

apart from one another into the jungle of North Vietnam.  Patterson 

landed on one side of the mountain range and I landed in a tall 

tropical tree on the other side.  My parachute had snagged into a 

tree limb and I was dangling about 40 feet above the ground.  

4. As I struggled to reach the trunk of the tree to descend, 

the limb broke and I fell 30-40 feet to the ground, crushing two 

vertebrae in my back.  I later learned that Patterson was alive 
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without capture for four days and then disappeared into oblivion, 

never to be seen again. 

5. The Vietnamese, who are known to be impeccable record-

keepers, have given his family three different locations of his burial: 

(1) in a stream bed that has been washed out, (2) in another location 

that animals have dug up, leaving no traces of remains, and (3) 

another location that I do not recall, but I remember thinking when I 

heard it that it was also totally unrealistic.  The U.S. government has 

never recovered any of his remains.  During my almost six years of 

captivity I asked the guards and interrogators many times about 

Patterson’s whereabouts.  I was told many different stories.  Based 

on what I was told, I believe that he survived and reached the Hanoi 

Hilton compound. 

6. I was able to survive almost six years (2,117 days) of 

brutal and barbaric torture by clinging to a false belief that “the 

United States government would never abandon living Americans.”  

Had I known then what I have learned since being released—that 
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records indicate that my country has abandoned POWs after every 

war since WW II—I could not have survived that long in captivity. 

7. My captivity experience was among the most brutal, 

primarily due to an unsuccessful escape attempt in May 1969.  My 

cell was the communication link between two adjoining camps that 

contained more than 200 prisoners.  The breakout was successful, 

but the escapees were recaptured the next day.  USAF Major Ed 

Attaberry was tortured severely and died shortly after recapture.  

During the next six weeks more than 20 POWs were tortured 

brutally.  At the end of that period, the interrogators came to my cell, 

and for two weeks I was brutalized to confirm all that the enemy 

had learned from torturing other POWs.   Confirming their 

confessions was impossible.  The torture that occurred in May and 

June 1969 resulted in POW leadership cancelling a White House-

approved escape plan in 1972 (Operation Thunderhead).  With the 

exception of the May 10, 1969, escape attempt and the resulting 

torture, my captivity was consistent with that of others who were 
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held.  My story is chronicled in the book “Scars & Stripes: The True 

Story of One Man's Courage in Facing Death as a Vietnam POW” 

(Library of Congress Catalog Number: 79-56818 ISBN 0-89081-231-

4) 

8. In 1978 I was interviewed and selected to become 

Director of Navy/Marine Corps Liaison to the U.S. House of 

Representatives.  During my tour of duty on Capitol Hill, after seeing 

multiple aerial photographs and hearing of Vietnamese “boat 

people” who had seen Caucasians in a captive environment long 

after the war’s end, I became convinced that our country had 

abandoned some of our POWs. 

9. In 1986, four years after retiring from the U.S. Navy, I 

began to speak out publicly about our missing men.  Almost 

immediately, the power brokers on the POW issue began to attempt 

to attack my character.  Up until this time, I had received accelerated 

promotions twice, selected to command two Navy ships (USS 

Niagara Falls and aircraft carrier USS Lexington).  These two 
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command assignments indicated that I was on a “fast track” to flag 

rank. 

10. It was not long after I began to “speak out” in 1986 that I 

received a late-night phone call from a National Security Council 

official confirming that we did indeed still have living American 

POWs in Southeast Asia.  I was admonished to “be patient” and 

advised that we would have them home “in two or three years, 

plus."  I heard three years ago that in 1988 we had extracted 62 

POWs from Hoa Binh, a POW camp southwest of Hanoi.  I read that 

these POWs were taken to a VA hospital in Oklahoma City, in the 

book, “An American in the Basement,” at page 272. 

11. Shortly after the fall of the USSR, an investigative reporter 

in the respected Moscow newspaper Commersant wrote in an article 

published on November 4, 1991, that a “U.S. second pilot shot down 

over North Vietnam on May 19, 1967, was taken overland through a 

‘window’ in the China-Soviet border to Saryshagansk on Lake 

Balkash in the then Soviet Socialist Republic of Kazakhstan during 
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the fall of 1967.”  A copy of that article is attached.  The author 

suggested that the American was still working in the area (although 

he later recanted this).  A February issue stated that he was 

transferred to nearby Prlozersk.  These were in a closed Russian 

military region dedicated to missile research and testing. 

12. Kelly Patterson’s case is the only unresolved M.I.A. case 

meeting Pankov’s criteria.  Note:  He (Patterson) was an expert in 

the use of his aircraft’s state-of-the-art electronics system being 

used to defeat Vietnam’s Russian-made missile defense system.  

Saryshagansk, Kazakstan, was the site of a modern Soviet military 

missile research facility involved in the development or more 

sophisticated and effective technology to circumvent the American 

countermeasures. 

13. I continued to pursue getting the truth out about the 

POW/MIA issue for many years through the non-profit organization 

I founded in 1983, the American Defense Institute (ADI).  ADI was 

instrumental in helping to get a Senate Select Committee on 
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POW /MIA Affairs established in August of 1991. We thought we had 

gotten the national attention needed to get an earnest look at all the 

evidence surrounding this issue and that the full story would finally 

be known. We soon discovered that it would become more of the 

same of the U.S. Government bureaucracy keeping the truth of this 

tragic episode of history hidden from the American public. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge and belief 

--&:_~g~ 
Eugene B. McDaniel 

Date: September 14/- , 2016. 
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Commersant 
The Soviet Business Weekly  
November 4, 1991 
 
A former KGB official claims that American servicemen missing in action (MIA) were 
brought to the Soviet Union and Commersant has been told by confidential sources that 
one American MIA is living in Saryshagansk. On the basis of these reports, the US 
Senate began hearings on October 29 to shed some light on the fate of MIAs. 
 
A private investigation by this correspondent has led to one such MIA, who was brought 
to Alma Ata in September 1967 and then on to Saryshagansk. The Americans name 
cannot be disclosed here, because this was requested by Commersant informants 
connected with the man through work. He served as a second pilot with the US Air 
Force and was shot down over Vietnam on May 19, 1967. 
 
On October 23, the Los Angeles Times magazine published an interview with KGB Maj. 
Gen. (Ret.) Oleg Kalugin.  In it he claimed that and an acquaintance had personally 
interrogated Americans in Vietnam. 
 
Two days later, Senator Bob Kerry, speaking at the Senate hearings, presented direct 
proof of Kalugin's disclosure. He read from a declassified CIA intelligence information 
report (of which Commersant has a copy), saying, in part: 
 
Preliminary debriefing site for captured US pilots in Vinh Phis province and presence of 
the Soviet and Chinese personnel at the site. 
 
1.  Communist preliminary debriefing point for US pilots shot down over Vinh Phu 
province, North Vietnam (NVN), was located at the Larn Thao superphosphors plant 
(WJ301588) near Tach Son village, Lam Thao district, Vinh Phu province. 
 
"Two US pilots were taken to the debriefing point on one occasion in 1965; eight in 
1966; unknown number, in 1967. The prisoners were escorted to the site by personnel 
of the armed public security forces (ASF), and students from a nearby school served as 
perimeter  guards… Upon their arrival at the plant, the guards lined up, forming a 
corridor through which the pilots entered the building. At this point, a Chinese and 
Vietnamese greeted the pilots and lead them into the building." 
 
"The pilots usually remained in the building for several hours. When they emerge they 
had changed from uniforms into civilian clothing. (Deleted) said (deleted) had told him 
the foreigners were Soviet and communist Chinese. Soviet personnel had been 
stationed at the plant since it's construction in 1963, but in 1965 the number of Soviets 
was reduced to three or four, and it remained at that level as of June 1967." 
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Alexander Karbinov, public relations chief of the KBG's successor – the Inter-
Republican Security Service, said he could not clarify the MIA story. An informant, 
though, from among KGB officers who served in Vietnam during the 1960s disclosed 
that US POWs were a target, in particular, for Soviet scientific and technical intelligence 
seeking information about US aircraft. Interrogations were conducted not only in 
Vietnam but also in Laos. 
 
Another Soviet Vietnam war veteran, Pavel Ponomarev, said that as navigator of a 
transport plane in 1962, he had personally flown US POWs out of South Vietnam and 
that the "deportations" had been overseeing by KGB official he refused to identify. Other 
Soviet military personnel serving in Vietnam during the war say there were also several 
attempts to bring sick POWs from Hai Phon Vladivatok in the Soviet Far East. One such 
seat lift ended with five it Americans dying from fever. 
 
What happened to the GIs brought to the Soviet Union later, just as their overall 
number, is anybody's guess. US press reports say that President George Bush asked 
Mikhail Gorbachev to clear up the MIA controversy during their summit last July. But 
experts do not believe that this will happen at any time soon. Some MIAs may have 
been "turned" over during their stay in the Soviet Union and might now be working 
abroad as Soviet spies. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
ROGER HALL, et al.,     )  

)   
Plaintiffs,     )  

)  
v.      )   Civil Action No. 04-814 (RCL)  

)  
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, )  

)  
Defendant.    )  

      ) 
 

AFFIDAVIT OF JAMES SANDERS 
 
 James Sanders hereby swears and affirms: 
 

1. After my 1976 retirement as a police officer, from the Seal Beach, California, 

Police Department, I began my career as an investigative journalist.  For more than 25 years, I 

have researched POW/MIA issues, and have had a number of articles published.  I, along 

with coauthor Mark Sauter, wrote the book, The Men We Left Behind: Henry Kissinger, the 

Politics of Deceit and the Tragic Fate of POWs After the Vietnam War, published in 1993.  In 

1992, I testified, as an expert witness, before the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA 

Affairs.   

1991 Senate Committee on Foreign Relations Staff Report 

2. On May 23, 1991, the U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations Republican 

Staff released its Report, "An Examination of U. S. Policy Toward POW/MIAs," hereinafter 

cited as "Report."  Accuracy in Media published that Report on its website 

http://www.aim.org/pdf/Hall-CIA/An-Examination-of-US-Policy-Toward-POW-MIAs-US-

Senate-1991-105-pages.pdf.   
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3. The Report succinctly relates the history of communist regimes holding back 

POWs in World War I, World War II, the Korean War, and the Second Indochina War, 

known as the Vietnam War.  The Report also accurately summarizes other aspects of the 

matter.  I agree with the conclusions from the Report, quoted below, in paragraphs four 

through 16. 

Communist policy to hold back POWs 

4. The Report relates the long-standing communist policy holding back POWs in 

furtherance of political and economic goals. 

The war that Americans call the Vietnam War is really, from the standpoint of 
history, the Second Indochina War.  The French have the dubious distinction 
of having fought the First Indochina War--a most important fact to know in 
order to understand that the Communist Vietnamese act out of an acquired 
experience of warfare with Western countries.  Moreover, the Vietnamese, as 
Communists, have had the additional benefit of the experience of other 
Communist regimes in dealing with the United States and European powers.  
Therefore, it is not surprising to learn that the problems which the United 
States has had in dealing with prisoners of war and the missing in action are 
not the result of chance, but of historic Communist policy. 
 
Indeed, history reveals that policy.  In the years after World Wars I and II, the 
Soviet regime, and later their North Korean cohorts, held American soldiers 
and citizens captive in the aftermath of these wars. 

* * * 
The fact is that Soviet and Asian Communist regimes view POW/MIAs, living 
or dead, not as a problem of humanitarian concern but as leverage for 
political bargaining, as an involuntary source of technical assistance, and as 
forced labor.  There is, therefore, no compelling reason in Communist logic to 
return POWs, or their remains, so long as political and economic goals have 
not been met. 
 

 Report at page 13. 
 

Paris peace talks contemplated reparations 

5. "Five days after the signing of the Paris Peace Accords, Kissinger hand-

carried a letter, dated February 1, 1973 to the North Vietnamese Prime Minister which 

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 258-2   Filed 10/21/16   Page 2 of 8

923

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 181 of 269



 
 

detailed the Administration's interpretation of Article 21 of the Paris Peace Accords, which 

pledged that the United States would 'contribute to the healing the wounds of war and 

post-reconstruction of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam.'"  Report at 67.  The Committee 

reprinted that letter in the Report.  The salient provision: 

1)  The Government of the United States of America will contribute to  
postwar reconstruction in North Vietnam without any political 
conditions. 

2)  Preliminary United States studies indicate that the appropriate  
programs for the United States contribution to postwar 
reconstruction will fall in the range of $3.25 billion of grant aid over 
five years. 

Id.  
 

Kissinger's letter was not made public for another four years. 
 

6. "In fact, U.S. reparations to North Vietnam were being discussed in Paris, 

France from April through June of 1973. The negotiations were extensive and detailed. A 

list of specific items was drawn up for the first year of U.S. aid. Among some of the items on 

the list: 700,000 square meters of prefabricated housing and warehouses; 200,000 metric 

tons of steel building supplies; 50,000 cubic meters of timber; 40 million meters of cloth; 

2,000 metric tons of Rayon fibers; between 2,650 and 2,900 tractors, bulldozers and 

excavators…"  Report at 5-7. 

7. "The Vietnamese believed that they had a deal--a dirty deal, to be sure, in 

which prisoners would be exchanged for cold cash.  It was a deal brokered by Secretary of 

State Henry Kissinger via a secret hand-carried letter.  It would be perfectly consistent with 

the historical Communist policy to hold back prisoners against their will, and even the 

remains of the dead, to exchange for dollars at a later date.  The evidence of this 

investigation, therefore, must be weighed against the probabilities of the historical 

background."  Report at 14.   
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8. "[T]he fate of POW/MIAs of the Vietnam War may be tied to the diplomatic 

history of the Paris Peace Accords of 1973.  Some may agree, as Col. Peck indicated, that the 

real abandonment of the American POW/MIAs took place at the Paris Conference, and that 

the present POW/MIA policies of the U.S. Government are merely an implementation of 

flawed decisions taken at that time."  Report at 11-12. 

Congress refused to pay 

9. "One news report related that Secretary of State William P. Rogers 

Wednesday refused to rule out reconstruction aid to North Vietnam by presidential order if 

Congress fails to appropriate the funds.  Rogers three times called for restraint by members 

of Congress in making adverse comments on the aid issue, at least until American troops 

are out of Vietnam and all American prisoners are released."   Report at 70.  Emphasis in 

original.  However, "Congress saw Kissinger's plan as a betrayal and an admission of guilt."  

Ibid. 

10. "The final death-knell for the payment of reparations to North Vietnam 

occurred a week later when Armed Services Chairman F. Edward Hebert... served notice he 

will introduce a proposal to prohibit any U.S. aid for Hanoi….  It was the very next day… 

that the United States made its definitive statement that there were no more Americans 

alive in Southeast Asia and that 'rumors' did the families a disservice."  Ibid. 

Bureaucratic motives 

11. I also agree with the Report's observations about the government's 

motivations to declare POWs dead. 

On the record, the U.S. government has professed to give these concerns "the 
highest national priority."  Off the record, this priority vanishes.  Instead, 
other considerations emerge: Grand visions of a foreign policy of peace and 
reconciliation; desire for a new economic order of trade and investment; 
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ideological imperatives to downplay the hostility of antagonistic systems; 
and the natural tendency of the bureaucracy to eliminate its workload by 
filing cases marked "closed" instead of finding the people. 
 

Report at 8. 
 

Laos 

12. "The United States did not receive the list of Americans POWs whom North 

Vietnamese admitted they were holding in captivity until after the peace accords were 

signed."  Report at 64.  "[I]t was widely known that the Pathet Lao were holding many 

other U.S. POWs.  The absence of names on the U.S. POW list handed over by the North 

Vietnamese of Americans captured in Laos and held by the Pathet Lao was one of the great 

blunders of the Paris Peace Accord negotiations and caused great confusion and emotional 

duress among family members of missing and captured personnel."  Ibid. 

Live sightings 

 13. As the Report states, the intelligence community has records of over 1,400 

first-hand live-sighting reports, and several thousand second-hand reports. 

The original plan of the Minority Staff was to review the U.S. government's 
handling and evaluation of "live-sighting" reports.   These reports are first-
hand narratives by witnesses who believe that they have seen American 
military personnel alive in various locations in Southeast Asia.  

* * * 
For Vietnam, the U.S. Government has at least 1,400 such reports, including 
reports that have been received up until the publication of this report in May, 
1991. In addition, the U.S. Government has received thousands and 
thousands of second-hand reports--accounts often full of vivid detail... 

 
Indeed, a list has circulated among POW/MIA families purporting to show 
that 20 U.S. personnel listed as deserters, or AWOL, were left in North 
Vietnamese custody after OPERATION HOMECOMING, the 1973 prisoner 
exchange. Four others are listed as disappearing under unexplained or 
unusual circumstances. The Minority Staff takes no position on the validity of 
this list, but it does note that almost all of the individuals cited appear on a  
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DIA alphabetic list entitled "U.S. Casualties in South East Asia," dated 
2/26/80, but are conspicuously absent from a similar DIA list dated 8/22/84. 
Report at 78. 

 
News media  

14. "[O]ne news report quoted a United States government spokesman, who 

stated, 'Rumors that there were hundreds of U.S. Servicemen held in Laotian prison camps, 

does the families [of the missing] a disservice.'   These statements were made 

notwithstanding the eighty men cited by Henry Kissinger held by the North Vietnamese, 

and notwithstanding the fact the no U.S. POWs held by Pathet Lao forces have ever been 

repatriated.  Clearly, both of the above United States Government statements were 

demonstrably false; they were designed--one can only speculate--to persuade the media 

that information with regard to prisoners still alive in Southeast Asia had no foundation 

whatsoever, and furthermore, only compounded the emotional anxiety of anxious and 

grieving family members. The fact of the matter is that the Pathet Lao publicly admitted to 

holding U.S. POWs in Laos, and Kissinger implicitly agreed…."  Report at 66-67. 

 15. Aside from repeating official government positions, the news media has a 

history of suppressing information, as requested by the government. 

Several weeks later, in June, 1973, the American Embassy, Saigon, sent a 
cable to the Secretary of State, in Washington, D.C. which documents one of 
the attempts to cover up evidence that the U.S. Government abandoned U.S. 
POWs in Southeast Asia…   

 
Defector Nguyen Thanh Son was surface by GVN to press June 8 in Saigon.  In 
follow on interview with AP, UPI and NBC American correspondents, 
questions cited information that he had seen six prisoners whom he believed 
were Americans who had not yet been released. American officer present at 
interview requested news services to play down details: AP mention was 
consistent with embargo request, while UPI and NBC after talk with Embassy 
press officer omitted it entirely from their stories. 
 

Report at 73-74. 
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 Cover-up 

 16. In February 1991, Colonel Millard Peck, Chief of the Special Office for 

Prisoners of War and Missing in Action, resigned.  The Report tells of Colonel Peck's 

resignation letter.  

Colonel Peck confirms that a "cover-up" has been in progress. He speaks of a 
"mindset to debunk"--that is, to discredit witnesses rather than to ascertain 
the truth of their statements. He says that there was no effort to pursue ''live 
sightings." He states that "any soldier left in Vietnam, even inadvertently, 
was, in fact, abandoned years ago." He also criticizes the U.S. government's 
treatment of the families and friends of the POW/MIAs.   
 
These statements should be evaluated in the light of Colonel Peck's long 
career of faithful service in the U.S. Army, including three combat tours in 
Vietnam, for which he was awarded numerous medals of gallantry, including 
the nation's second-highest award, the Distinguished Service Cross. These 
are serious charges put forth by a man who knows their seriousness. 
 
Moreover, he is one of the few who have intimate knowledge of the way the 
U.S. Government's POW/MIA policy operates. 
 

Report at 79. 
 
 Men held in Laos  

17. Leaders of the Pathet Lao claimed throughout the war that they were holding 

American prisoners in Laos.  U.S. defense and intelligence officials hoped that 40 

servicemen captured in Laos would be released at operation homecoming, instead of the 

less than a dozen who were actually repatriated.    

18. Dr. Kissinger sent a cable to Le Duc Tho on March 20, 1973 saying in part that 

the U.S. side had become increasingly disturbed about the question of American prisoners 

how old or missing in Lao.  The U.S. side made it clear on many occasions that the list of 

only nine American prisoners presently presented belatedly by the Pathet Lao is clearly 

incomplete.  During the first 60 days while the American troop withdrawal was underway, 
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the Nixon administration contacted North Vietnamese officials repeatedly to express 

concern about the incomplete nature of the prisoner lists that had been received. In early 

February, President Nixon sent a message to the ORV prime minister saying, with respect 

to the list of only 10 POWs from Laos, that: 

U.S. records show there are 317 American military man on the counter for in 
L Q o.S-~and it is inconceivable that only 10 of these men 's would be held 

prisoner in Laos. 

19. Soon thereafter, Or. Ki ssinger presented ORV officials with 19 case folders of 

Americans who should have been accounted for, but who were not. The U.S. protests 

continued, and, in mid-March, the U.S. threatened to hold the withdrawal of American 

troops. Based on intelligence reports, some officials advised military action aimed at 

gaining the release of the additional PO Ws. 

DATE: September 8, 20 16. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that th e foregoing is true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and belief 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 

ROGER HALL, et al.,      

)   

Plaintiffs,     )  

)  

v.      )   Civil Action No. 04-814 (RCL)  

)  

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, )  

)  

Defendant.    )  

      ) 

 

AFFIDAVIT OF MARK SAUTER 

 

 Mark Sauter hereby swears and affirms: 

 

1. I am an author and investigator recognized as an expert on 

POW/MIA issues.  My research has been cited by: major media outlets, including 

the Associated Press, New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Los Angeles Times, 

ABC News and Washington Post; POW/MIA family members and their 

associations; Pentagon POW/MIA officials; and two US Senate investigations.   

For more than 25 years I have researched the issue via hundreds of FOIA 

requests; research at Presidential Libraries and the National Archives; travel to 

locations including Russia and North Korea; and the supervision of multi-national 

researchers. Co-author of four books, including American Trophies: How 

American POWs Were Surrendered to North Korea, China, and Russia by 

Washington’s “Cynical Attitude,” I am a graduate of Harvard University (mcl) 

and the Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism, as well as an 
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honorably-discharged US Army officer and veteran of US military operations in 

the Korean Demilitarized Zone. 

2.        My affidavit documents the CIA’s record of failing to disclose and 

release its POW/MIA information and identifies POW/MIA records the Agency 

apparently possesses but has not produced in this case. My research indicates 

the CIA has failed to produce POW/MIA documents falling into four categories: 

 

CIA records specifically mentioned in other production by title, content 

and/or date but apparently not produced; 

 

CIA records specifically alluded to in production  

but, to my knowledge, not produced; 

 

CIA records that, based upon other production, almost certainly  

exist due to known Agency processes but, to my knowledge, 

have not been produced; 

 

CIA records that, based upon information revealed outside this production 

by the CIA and other sources, almost certainly exist due to known Agency 

processes but, to my knowledge, have not been produced. 

 

 

         3.        The CIA has kept important POW-related information classified in 

contradiction to the spirit and letter of the FOIA; pertinent Executive Orders and 

laws; and its own pledges of transparency. It has also denied the very existence 

of historically-significant information to POW/MIA family members; FOIA 

requestors; Congress and other executive branch organizations, only to 

declassify and release such information years or even decades later. 
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4.         For example, according to production in this case, the Agency 

informed both the US Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs and the US 

Army in 1992 that it held “no information” indicating US POWs were sent to the 

Soviet Union during the Korean War (and, in the case of this CIA communication 

to the Senate, that it had no information that such shipments occurred during 

the Vietnam War, though the Agency later changed that position).1  Yet at the 

very time the CIA was stating it had “no information” on shipments of US POWs 

from Korea to the Soviet Union, it possessed detailed classified documents on 

just such reported transfers, with titles such as: “Location of Certain Soviet Transit 

Camps for POW from Korea” (May 3, 1953); “American Prisoners-of-War Held in 

the USSR” (Dec. 31, 1953); “US Prisoners of War in USSR” (April 27, 1954), attached 

as Exhibit 1; and “American Prisoners-of-War Held in the USSR” (Dec. 29, 1953). 

These documents were only revealed and declassified years after the Agency’s 

denials, and it appears likely others like them remain secret to this day. 

5.  The withheld POW/MIA records included those of substantial 

historical and political significance, including one entitled: “U. S. Prisoners of War 

Remaining in Communist Custody After Termination of Exchange of Prisoners 

Under Terms of Korean Armistice Agreement” (Feb. 2, 1954), attached as Exhibit 

                                                
1 [“We have reviewed our files and found no information which would indicate that 

American POWs from either the Korean or Vietnam wars were transferred to the Soviet 

Union:” CIA letter to Chairman of US Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs, Jan. 

21, 1992 (C00492268). “The general asked if we had any information supporting the 

sometimes heard allegations that American POWs were moved to the Soviet Union 

during the Korean War. We said we do not:” “EA/ICOG Spot Report - 4 November 1992” 

reporting on meeting with U.S. Army POW/MIA official (C06010860).] 
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2. This document reveals the US Air Force Chief of Staff secretly asked the CIA to 

conduct “clandestine and covert” operations to rescue “an unknown but 

apparently substantial number of U.S. military personnel captured in the course 

of the Korean War (who) are still being held prisoners by the Communist Forces” 

in various locations, possibly including the “Soviet orbit.” This document was 

revealed on the CIA Freedom of Information Act Electronic Reading Room (the 

“FOIA Web site” or “site”), not via production for this case. According to meta-

data on the CIA site, this document from 1954 was not posted for public review 

until 2012, after being “approved for release” in 2004. This was more than a 

decade after the Agency told the Senate it possessed “no information” on this 

topic and after the CIA had failed to release this document to a number of FOIA 

requestors seeking such records.  

6.       The CIA apparently continues to withhold POW/MIA documents, 

including some more than 60-years-old. The CIA record related to the Air Force’s 

POW rescue request, discussed in Paragraph 5 above, references a similar plea 

from the US Army for help in recovering its Korean War prisoners. To the best of 

my knowledge, CIA records related to that 1953 Army request have not yet 

been released. At the National Archives, other documents dating back to 1953 

are being refused to POW/MIA family members and researchers based on 

documented and suspected CIA classification authority.2  I have seen no 

                                                
2 Examples from the National Archives that include specific reference to CIA classification 

authority include “Withdrawal Sheets” (archival placeholders indicating the removal of still-

classified records) for “(USAF) Master SIRAB File Secret OCT-DEC 1953, Authority: CIA” (among 
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indication in the CIA production pursuant to this action that the Agency has 

reviewed or processed National Archives documents from these and certain 

later document sets.  

          7.         The Agency also continues to violate the spirit and, I believe, letter 

of the FOIA. Take the case of Yuri Rastvorov, a Soviet defector and source for 

the now declassified, and widely reported, White House document entitled 

“Subject: Interview with Rastvorov (former MVD) concerning U.S. prisoners of war 

in the USSR” (Jan. 31, 1955) attached as Exhibit 3, which was declassified 

pursuant to my request after years of review. Following the 2004 death of 

Rastvorov (reported in the Washington Post and elsewhere), I submitted a FOIA 

request to the CIA for files concerning his POW/MIA information. The Agency has 

refused even to admit the existence of such records, generated more than 60 

years ago, stating: “(I)n accordance with section 3.6(a) of Executive Order 

13526, the CIA can neither confirm nor deny the existence or nonexistence of 

records responsive to your request. The fact of the existence or nonexistence of 

requested records is currently and properly classified…” (Nov. 16, 2012). This 

response was issued despite the federal government’s declassification of 

Rastvorov’s White House POW report; comments in the media by former CIA 

officers concerning his POW information; and widely-publicized congressional 

                                                
others in this series). I believe CIA information is likely included in the still-classified files of CCRAK, 

a joint U.S. Army/CIA organization known to have collected POW/MIA information during and 

after the Korean War. “Withdrawal Sheets” for CCRAK include “350.05 E.E.I. Escape and 

Evasion,” a document from Aug. 11, 1955, among others.  
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testimony and media interviews on other topics by Rastvorov after his defection, 

which were almost certainly approved and managed by the CIA.  To my 

knowledge, these POW/MIA records involving Rastvorov -- and later files from 

certain other Soviet defectors related to Vietnam POW/MIAs, see below -- have 

not been produced pursuant to this litigation. 

8.  Vietnam War POW/MIA records are also apparently being withheld 

by the CIA. These documents fall into several categories: 

CIA records specifically mentioned in other production by title, content 

and/or date but apparently not produced: 

 

9. The missing “initial reviews” mentioned in, and other records related 

to, a produced document entitled “The [REDACTED] Reports” and provided by 

CIA to various Senators on or about May 26, 1993. This produced document 

(C006002491) mentions the continued “political sensitivity” of reports provided 

years before by the [REDACTED] source, because they “tend to corroborate” 

the (then) recently revealed Soviet “1205 Document” attached as Exhibit 4. This 

redacted source is almost certainly defector Dr. Dang Tan, whose defection was 

made public in a press conference arranged by the CIA in 1971. Other records 

that I believe exist concerning this defector’s knowledge of US POW/MIAs and 

the CIA’s analysis of that knowledge – including, I believe, at least one CIA 

memo to senior White House officials -- should be produced. 

10.  The CIA Memorandum for Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, “Subject: Indication 

that the Communists Are Holding Previously Unlisted U.S. POWs as a Future 

Bargaining Tool, March 20, 1973.”  This document (C00313431) is referenced in a 

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 258-3   Filed 10/21/16   Page 6 of 31

935

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 193 of 269



7 
 

record released at least twice under production, but I have not found the 

document itself in the production or in the CIA’s FOIA Web site. 

11.  The “Memorandum for National Security Advisor Anthony Lake from 

National Intelligence Officer for East Asia (NIC/CIA), indicating it was ‘possible’ 

Hanoi held back US POWs in 1973, and was angry reparations from the U.S. had 

not been forthcoming,” dated December 13, 1993.  The existence of this 

document and its description are revealed in other production. I believe this 

record may be the same document described elsewhere as: “Memorandum to 

Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs Anthony Lake from National 

Intelligence Officer for East Asia Robert Suettinger, dated December 13, 1993. 

(S).”  

12.  The “Memorandum for Director of Central Intelligence, Subject: Re-

evaluation of PW/MIA Information, dated August 13, 1976” (C00313431). 

13.  The record: “Central Intelligence Agency, Director of Intelligence 

Memorandum, Hanoi and US Prisoners of War June 28, 1971” (C00313431). 

14.  “CIA 240202Z Jul 82, Subject: Organization and Inmates of Tan Lap 

Prison, Vinh Phu Province (North Vietnam)” (C00313431). 

15.  “Memorandum for the Record, 22 December, 1970, Subject: 

Meeting of the NSC Ad Hoc Group on Vietnam, see para 4, “Possible High-Level 

DRV Meeting in Hanoi” (C00313431). 

16.  “DO Spot Report date 6 January 1981.”  

17.  “Memorandum for the Record,” March 5, 1999 (C0600273): 
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“September 1996 and August 1998 Top Secret memorandum.”  

CIA records specifically alluded to in production but,  

to my knowledge, not produced 

 

18.      These include CIA documents concerning U.S. POWs reported in North 

Korea prior to 1975 and after 1982, including but not limited to those allegedly 

captured during the Vietnam War and shipped to Hanoi’s allies in North Korea. 

Production has included a March 9, 1988 document (Hall Exhibit 44) entitled 

“Alleged Sightings of Americans POWs in North Korea from 1975 to 1982” and a 

produced CIA memo confirms its search was limited to 1975-82. Based on 

reported sightings released by the DoD and other U.S. agencies, including some 

still listed as classified, I believe there is a strong possibility CIA has reports from 

before 1975 and after 1982 concerning alleged American POWs in North Korea. 

They should be produced. 

CIA records that , based upon other production, almost certainly exist due to 

known Agency processes but, to my knowledge, have not been produced 

 

    19. Records almost certainly remain to be produced in relation to the 2-

page letter, attached as Exhibit 5, from the DCI to the Director of the Defense 

Intelligence Agency, Aug. 28, 1985, that concerns “the (Central Intelligence) 

Agency’s capability to [REDACTED] should other credible intelligence sources 

indicate the possible presence of U.S. POWs” (C00479076). The letter appears to 

discuss the CIA’s ability to conduct secret operations in Southeast Asia involving 

reported POWs. In my experience, a detailed letter such as this, from the head 
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of the CIA to the head of the DIA, would have been written based on staff 

reports and analysis, which have to my knowledge not been produced. 

20. POW-related information from CIA debriefings of various Soviet 

defectors, including MIG-pilot defector Alexander Zuyev, who was moved to the 

United States and whose POW/MIA knowledge is referenced in 2016 production 

and limited open-source references. The produced document C06002273 from 

1999 also refers to additional information from Soviet sources that has not been 

produced. 

21. CIA analysis of the statement by Dmitri Volkogonov, Russian head of 

the U.S. Joint Commission on POW/MIAs, whose widely-publicized comments on 

a “KGB-assigned mission and plan to ‘transfer knowledgeable Americans (POWs 

in Vietnam) to the USSR’” is also referenced in 2016 production. 

 

CIA records that, based upon information revealed outside this production by 

the CIA and/or other sources, almost certainly exist due to known Agency 

processes but, to my knowledge, have not been produced 

 

     22.     CIA records produced pursuant to a memo from the Director of the 

CIA (DCI) to the Deputy Director of Operations (DDO) entitled “Subject: Prisoners 

of War” and reading: “I’d like a rundown of the present state of our knowledge, 

leads, and activities with respect to POWs,” attached as Exhibit 6.  I retrieved this 

April 29, 1985 memo from the CIA FOIA Web site; it appears related to another 

document on the site entitled “LETTER - SOLARZ TO CASEY - REQUEST FOR INFO 

ON POW - WALL STREET JOURNAL ARTICLE DATED 24 APRIL 1985--INTERIM 
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RESPONSE” (CIA-RDP87M01152R000500640048-0). I have not seen this document, 

or the “final response” that was presumably sent by the DCI, in production. 

 

23. CIA analysis and support of the effort in 1984-5 (detailed by the US 

Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs, declassified State Department 

records and other sources) to respond to an alleged Vietnamese offer to sell 

American POW/MIA remains and, potentially, living POWs to the United States. 

Assistant Secretary of State Paul Wolfowitz informed Secretary of State George 

Shultz of a plan to pay for remains and "possible live POWs" (also called 

“breathers”, according, the Senate noted, to a January 1985 memo marked 

"super-sensitive.") NSC staffer Richard Childress, with the concurrence of the 

National Security Advisor, traveled to Vietnam and “intended to fund the 

initiative with either CIA or private funds,” according to the Senate, which 

reported “the Committee could not conclusively determine whether individuals 

in the government of North Vietnam discussed the possibility of there being live 

POWs in 1984; the Select Committee does find that the sale of remains was 

discussed.” In my experience, such a sensitive foreign policy initiative could not 

have occurred without CIA documentation being produced, especially as the 

White House was considering the use of “CIA funds” for the transaction. 

   24.  POW/MIA records involving Le Quang Khai, a Vietnamese 

diplomat who defected to the US in/around 1992 and made comments 

concerning Hanoi’s retention of US POW/MIA. 
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  25.  Supporting documents related to various documents released 

on the CIA Web site, but apparently not in production. These include files used to 

prepare the 23-page, Top Secret “US­Vietnamese Talks on POWs/MIAs 

During the Nixon, Ford, and Carter Administrations 

Prepared for Richard Childress, National Security Council,” Sep. 23, 1985 

(released on the CIA FOIA Web site, Document Number (FOIA) / ESDN 

(CREST): 0005359871.  I also believe relevant documents remain unproduced that 

relate to various entries in the President’s Daily Brief (PDB) record series, released 

in part on the CIA FOIA site this year. This includes but is not limited to supporting 

documentation for statements in the Feb. 28, 1973 PDB that: “Hanoi's 

announcement that no US prisoners will be released until ‘serious problems’ in the 

implementation of the Vietnam agreement are take care of appears to reflect 

North Vietnamese fears that return of all the prisoners will cost them their 

leverage.” The June 4, 1974 PDB notes that “four Americans are believed to have 

been captured in Laos prior to the February 1973 cease-fire agreement,” in 

addition to 314 Americans listed as MIA. This briefing for the President reports: “The 

Communists' failure to release any prisoners prior to the June 4 deadline supports 

earlier indications that they intend to use the issue to force changes in US and Thai 

policy toward Laos,” followed by a redacted section. While production does 

include documents that apparently allude to the four captured Americans, I 

believe other records related to these PDBs, along with PDBs from the late 1970s 

and after that contain POW/MIA information, may not have been produced. 
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26. High-quality photographs, audio and video records involving 

POW/MIA. To my knowledge, no such records have been produced, although 

produced records and declassified CIA documents show they exist.  

           27.  Documents related to dozens of still-classified “live sightings” listed 

by the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA), which receives 

information from, and coordinates certain activities with, the CIA.  Aside from 

“live sightings” of allegedly identified American POW/MIAs, the DPAA makes 

public a list of classified “generic case files,” which involve alleged sightings of 

American POW/MIAs in Southeast Asia and North Korea whose names are not 

provided in or evident from the reports. In relation to Vietnam, these “generic” 

files appear to be part of a broader group of 55 classified “unresolved live 

sightings” (generic and named sightings) of Americans in Southeast Asia, most 

reported in “captive environments” (figure as of June 9, 2016).  

 “As a matter of policy, all firsthand live sightings remain classified while 

being analyzed or investigated. Once a sighting is resolved, the initial report and 

all associated documents are reviewed for declassification, and as appropriate, 

released,” the DPAA has stated on its Web site.  Based upon historical sources of 

“live sightings” and intelligence community and DPAA processing of such cases, 

along with publicly-available descriptions of these files, I believe some were 

likely generated by, contain information from, or have been analyzed and/or 

investigated by, the CIA. It appears not all such files have been produced. 
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In the context of this case, the FOIA and other laws involving classification 

of POW/MIA information, it is worth noting the “generic files” involving US 

POW/MIAs from Vietnam date back to Nov. 9, 1979, the “date of report” for the 

oldest listing, entitled “Americans in North Vietnam.” The DPAA states this 

document is classified because its investigation is “ongoing,” apparently 

meaning the US government is still “investigating” a report received in 1979. 

Korean War generic files dating back almost 15 years are still classified. The 

oldest listed Korean file was apparently received on April 22, 2002, but is still 

“under investigation.” 

28. Open sources, including some reviewed and approved 

prior to publication by the CIA, indicate the existence of records not produced. 

For example, the CIA had a source (codename: “PASSAGE”) providing “details 

of Hanoi’s secret bargaining position” during the 1972 Paris Peace Talks and also 

launched a covert operation that year to investigate an estimated 50 or more 

US military and civilian POWs held in caves near the Laotian city of Sam Neua, 

according to former CIA official Antonio J. Mendez in his 1999 book The Master 

of Disguise: My Secret Life in the CIA (the CIA also managed coded messages 

from US POWs during the war.3) This book was cleared by the CIA Publication 

Review Board. However, to my knowledge, all relevant information on 

“PASSAGE,” coded POW messages and the 1972 classified operation have not 

                                                
3 The CIA Web site also includes a 2016 document entitled “Intelligence Support for Communications with US 
POWs in Vietnam.” I have not seen this document or the CIA sources on which it is based in production. 
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been produced. Another example involves an “elderly Laotian” woman with 

close ties to senior Laotian officials. She provided highly-sensitive intelligence to 

the CIA regarding US POWs held in Laos after the war, according to the 2014 

book Abandoned in Place by Lynn O’Shea, which documents repeated 

references in the Senate investigation to this CIA source. The book also provides 

extensive details of CIA support for a potential POW rescue operation in Laos. I 

believe some CIA documents concerning the Laotian source and the 

rescue operation have not been produced. 

 

DATE:  September 23, 2016. 

         

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to 

the best of my knowledge and belief 

 

 

            

Mark A. Sauter 
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roved For Release 2004/07/08 : CIA-RDP80R01731ROQQ!IOOJ20028-5 
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 1 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF L----- --~ 

25X1 

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE £It. f- ,5" ¥~ 7 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

USAF review(s) completed. 16 March 1954 

MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 

SUBJECT: (Unclaasif'ied) U.S. Prisoners of War Remaining in Communist 
Custody After Termination of Exchange of Prisoners Under Terms 
of Korean Armistice Agreement 

1. An unknown but apparently substantial number of U.S. military 
personnel captured in the course of the Korean War are still being held 
prisoners by the Communist Forces. These individuals will not necessarily 
be retained in North Korea or Manchuria, but may be held elsewhere ~ithin 
the Soviet orbit. 

2. While it is possible that the release of some or all of these 
prisoners of war may eventuall.y be effected through diploma.tic negotiations, 
the fact that to this day apparently large numbers of German and Japanese 
prisoners of war from World War Il are still in custody mus( be accepted 
as a Communist pattern. Today, £or the first time, u. s. personnel in any 
quantity are coming into contact with this pattern. It is a fundamental 
obligation of the U. s. Government to vigorously pursue every authorized 
means to recover its fighting men being held hostage by anyone under any 
circumstances whatsoever. 

3. The recovery of even a single individual in this category would 
have a salutory effect upon the morale of u. S. military personnel in 
contact with ColTlllIWlist Forces in the event of .future hostilities, and 
would be of inestimable value in our National psychological program to 
expose for the world at large to see and understand the true nature of 
the Soviet-directed world Communist plot. 

4. It is therefore requested that requirements be placed on appro­
priate operating organizations for clandestine and covert action to locate, 
identify, and recover those U. s. prisoners of war still in Communist custody. 
This action should take precedence over all other evasion and escape activi­
ties currently being planned or undertaken by the Agency in support of 

':i military requirements. It is further requested that any information col-
lected pertaining to U.S. and other United Nations prisoners of war still 

cocuu!NT NO, in Communist cus~ody be immediately forwarded to this Headquarters. 
110 ctml::! HI CLASS. \iif 
1 J n~ct; ~S!f"lE.11 r,. 
;,\~•·h::•~;~~~I,~~: ~ -~-~U)//_ 4;~• ~ 
k:.J~n. flll 1~-2 

~-'7 MAR I 25X1' : pUfll'ec-: 11¥\i BJJJllVII"~ 
... ____ ___ 0 !L!_g,_ U I R a f. F. TWINING , 

!he ottice ot reoord tor this dooumeathf;f of Sta.ff, United States Air Force 
"Chtet, Psyohologioal V.ertore Diviaion, SJ,eciel h .:-.ndlini: ot this pai,eJ' ta nquosted. 
~!~eotorQte of Plann. DCS/Operations, Hq. usu.• Aooess sboulJ t ·, , :m , t ed to tudhiduals req'lir1,DC 

mel handling prGoedurtis are 11ot applioabu. the i~orw..:1.. 1 ou her,, i n in ordel" to oerry out theu 
Request reolies or refet-e,PEes ..ll ~ ~ ..dHii.•s 
not.ly to ~r tbro6Rer~1uo~Pf R4~\,t~~~:~·&t;r=rsoR 7,n:_ooosoo12002s-s 

f.s y tlla.v 1~-v 
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MAR 24 1954 

MEMJRANDUM FORt DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 

THROUGH1 

SUBJECT a 

RFF:!!:RENCES 1 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR (PLANS) 

u. s. Pri.aonera of War Remaining in 
Communist Custody. 

!• Memo frn c/s, USAF, dtd 16 Mar 1$4, 
Subj. as above. 

£• Memo fm Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, 
D/A, dtd J.4 Aug 153, Subj. 11 Post 
Korean Armistice Planning for Covert, 
Clandestine, and Related Activities." 

1. Reference a. contains a request from Chief of Staff, 
USAF that CIA undertake to locate, identify, and recover u.s. 
Prisooers of War still in Conununist custody-. 

2. This request is in most respects identical with 
reference b., which was received last August from the Assistant 
Chief of Staff, G-2, D/A. 

3. The FI Sta££ has had a long standing requirement for 
information of this type, but so far has not obtained any 
worthwhile intelligence in this regard. 

4. It is believed, as you are no doubt aware, that CIA 
has little or no operational capability to recover personnel 
from those areas in _which PCM'1e are being held in Manchuria, 
China, or the Soviet Union. In almost all such areas the 
priority of CIA effort is on the collection of early warning 
and order of battle infonnation. 

S. It is the opinion or this Staff that thie Agency has no 
significant capabilities along the lines requested by the USAF. 

6. It is therefore recommended that you sign the attached 
memorandum to Chief of Staff, USAF. 

25X1 
~:~ r.~u. 7-:"-- ;:) ~, :_ :) 5. D 
1 ·; ' ' •• 

• • • • • . -: .. ~ ~ @ ;1.0 I/ 
t\ .·.~ {,.,. . ... %, -'I- ~ - - - -~-- -

~~.;~: d~9~,J .. ilJMl:W£R;~ I 25X 1 
Approved For Release 2003/09/ -RDP80R01731R000800120027-6 

Attachmt--: l - as at ,.. -
par. 6 above • ,.. · 1 
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25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

-
Approved For Release 2003/09/02 : CIA-RDP80R01731 R000800120027-6 

,. la --~--wt 
... -•••••• to dilJ'ft1op 

,.....1111aat... CIA vt11 ...U.. 
1'9CnalNa twkll.lpllo.t • P(llla la 

-..:a~ua appaupt.\e ...-tieol vi~ Q1 '" ltalad• di """ ....... 

24 Marab 19'4 

Dutribation.• 
Orie & 1 - Addre••·· 

2 - DOI 

1-~ 1 - C M 
1-
1- ClfS hrono 
l -1'.l 

Approved For Release 2003/09/02 : CIA-RDP80R01731 R000800120027-6 
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R I 2003108118 . c~~01731R000800120026-7 
Approved For e ease • -,,,-T -

HE»UWi011N lat I Chlet et Statt 

sna.nor, 

UAl-4 State■ ilr Paree 

Qrd.tea states PriaaneN of Var n•1a1ng in 
C ,,.1 tit Cunod7 after tftldna,tion of' ~b.allge 
~ Maomn 1IDller lareo .A:nd.■tl~ A~--n\ 
TC"l'I&• 

1. 'R.t'erenee ia ll8d.e to your .....-aDl11a ot 1'> Ma..reh on the 
abcft aubjHt, req~ tht ti• A.pm, take aotlon to locate, 
:ldentil'J" and ftOO"l&r o.s. POW■ 1a ncawuaset en.a~. 

2. l agswe vith J'01l tDll1' that UT a.cc:,oapl1•ba,11t in th1II 
-tald wotw'! ~.Uoneb,S haft • aalldiarJ' •~ 11pon IIONle ldld 
would be or 111pit!cut Yalw ill oar nat.loral )ll1'0holog1cal ia-osr•. 
A-t ·1:1m na '1a I r .. 1 aert.a.ta thai 7oa naJfw th. lnbennt 
d1ttioult1.ee 1:m,1.'Nd 111 GpaTationa of th1a VJ», pa-ti.aulArly· :Lu 
the w17 temtor1ea vbera u.s. POi11 an llb~ to 'be ha1d. 

). Thia AgellJIV ha• bad a •cmt.1:lm..iJac nqulrUIDnt fen- tbe 
a'ftll.oia,nt. ot Wcmation on the looa'U.on. of U'.S. POVa, ad v1ll 
GOJii.lnui, to emeavor to obtain. m:v poaa1bla 1ntol11ge11ee in thSa 
n,ud. Azfl 1Dfaniat1oe pracluoe4 on tide abject vlll 'be ~ 
OOlln7ed amt diaoueed vi.th ... uartera, lldW States Air Force. 
Skaa!d thD Av force J"Qaeiw ..,- •leads• .,__d vo:rth;r ot azplaratioa, 
it vill ha ai,preolatecl 1f' JDU v1ll 1111b. \MN e....V able to •• CIJ 
vill tllea i.. 1u a poeit.1on to detend..ne visa~ atepa, 1:t u,,r, ca be 
a,ppro~ ~n towarda ett..u.n, the releaN ot the POVa 
illl'ol'Yed. 

·:.-,, n 
Ll !' : I • 

L ·,. 
II_ 1 I .. • 

• ':- f)-:7, d I/ 
H.:Th : ;,J:,,AR • 
Diffc1llys1 • f 'JIL 1.i/l! ft ; r 1 

Approved For Release 2003/08/18: CIA-RDP80R01731R000888128828-7 
·--- - ~ • . r . . 

25X1 
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25X1 

25X1 

S~Gft"r 
Approved For Release 2003/08/18 : CIA-RDP80R01731R000800120026-7 

4. tou mq b9 RN tbet on will do ~ ]n"80\ia&hle 
to acapl1' with 7om' ffqt»at ud 1dl.l Ja&btain appropriate oenttot 
with Tartr Bndquartara acmae!'1'11q th1a whjeo't. 

/- I 

ALtU If.. DtJLlES 
Direct.or 

Approved For Release 2003/08/18 : C~~QP80R01731R000800120026-7 

S-68RE-T 

25X1 
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• I 

~ 

STo_i_"" .. 'f PJ-Oved For Releas, ioOJ/08 8 : CIA-RDP80R0173:000800120026-7 ; ' 1 ---~i-:!:.f 

ce 1v1emoranaum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN:J' --

TO DIRECJTOR, CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE DATB: 26 May 1954 

25X1 FROM : I I 

SUBJECT: U.S. PRISONERS OF WAR REMAINING IN COMMUNIST CUSTODY 

In compliance with your request, the letter to the Chief of Staff 

of the Air Force in regard to the recovery of Air Force personnel now held 

as prisoners has been rewritten. 

The new letter to the Air Force is attached. · 

25X1 P-~-i:uMrn1· r~n. ·---- ---­

rrn c:~ .N, ~: .:::; : .• , 1 ' · i ~~. u 
D c..,,t • ~ :. - :. 

eu~ :::.; .. 
µ. i: • - • • -
• -...L, . i: ... ~ ~ ,. 

Approved For Release 20o~IE'fA-RDPS~~-08i01QilO!l~--7----1 25X1 
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Approved For Release 2004/07/08: CIA-RDP80R01731R000800120028-5 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Dt. Je 

PM, which has the carbon of this letter, 

is preparing a reply for y-our signature which 

will be here tomorrow, Wednesday, 2u March. 

RWF 

~FORM NO. IO.1O1 .JAN 195Z 

Approved For Release 2004/07/08 : CIA-RDP80R01731 R000800120028-5 

STAT 
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06/23/05 THU 09:12 FAX 785 263 6715 EISENHOWER LIBRARY ~002 

£. cl 

'IO 
DAD• 3.1. Janu.;;ry l955 

RON. r SP$ - Dr~ Uraig 

SUBJECT~ lnterview with Ras"tvorov (i'ol.'?ller WW) concenrlng U.S. Prisoners -of War 

in the lJSS:8. 

On Fri.fuW:11 28 Jan.1,1~ 1955, a meeting .ras arranged bet-ween mero.bers 
o:f t.be Specis.l_ Projects Sta1':f and Mr. Rastvorov--. General Date O. Slr . .i:th 
w.s also present.. The interview \l8S on the ;subject 01: U.S. r,risoners of var 

being held by the Soviets,, 1 

Mr .. Rs.st"l103:'ov made the foll~ important poin'ts_bearing upon the 
subject: 

l.. He .ras told by recent ai-rivul.s (1950-195.3) :from the Soviet 
Union to the USSRts Tokyo mission -that U.S. and other UN PDW•5 i.ere being 

held .in Siberia. ' 

2. The J!Ow1s .dll be screened by the SoV'iets and trai:led to be 
illegal. residents in U.S. or other coun.-tr.ies 'Where they can. live as 
Alnericans. 

,3. Selected POW"s .:ill. be used in -propaganda. YOrk .. 

4. Use 'Will be made of' the identities and biographies of dead POTJ• s 
in preparing legends ~or new- Soviet agents. 

5. The mechani.sm ror POW control in Korea 1vas headed by the Soviet.a .. 

6 .. Ibe sentencing of' tne eleven U.S. POYts charged. "1.-ith espionage 
by the Chinese GOOll1IUllists was conceived and. directed by the Soviets. 'fhe 
rele6-Se of o'ther .Americans in 1,urope vas part o-:r this plot .. 

OEClASSJFtEO 

E.O. 12958. SEC 

OCB:SFSPJCorso:mas 

66vl-TBB-S2t, puo.t11:1 saJ01oa 
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C06002491 

0 2 JUN 11'$~ 
... •. .. ,,, 

CLASS I FI ED VERSION OF UNCLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS 
HAND DELIVERED TO HILL ON 26 MAY 93 BY 
SENATE LIAISON.OFFICER. ~~~----,---, 

DELIVERED TO: HPSCI, SSCI, SEN SMITH, AND ./ 
TO ~-JOODWARD, SEN KERRY'S OFFICEo ,// 

(b)(3)(c) 

.. )·. 
·1 ·:,,:.-'. 

0 
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Seven intelligence reports on treatment of US prisoners in Hanoi--disseminated 

during 1970--found by CIA in routine review for the Senate Select Committee on POW- '-v--------' 

MIA Affairs. Not released until February 1993 (after Select Committee went out of • (b)(3)(c) 

business), due to massive volume of information reviewed. 

-(b}(-1-) ___ _ 
(b )(3)(n r-------

Political sensitivity:The reports tend to corroborate both the numbers and some 

other facts contained in the recently-released Russian document (purporting to be a report 

1 

to the \iietnmn:se l'olitburo. it claimed Hanoi held 1205 POWs in 1972). j I 

__ On~--~ A "rallier" (chieu hoi) in 1969, formerly a North Vietnamese army doctor. 

__________________ Claimed a lot of knowledge on the POW system, but his reporting was portrayed at the 

t,~)(tf----_-_-_-_----- time--a!nie-concl'c:inhird-hand. I !was "surfaced" in Saigon in 1971 for the press, 

(~)P)(n) ------probaR!Y because his information on Russian, Chinese and.Czech involvement in 

\ \, \,, interrog'aiing-POW.s (subsequently proven inaccurate) w~s useful. CIA decided his 

\ \ \, numbers of POWs wete-not verifiable and could onlv mislead families. and deleted that 

\ \\ \\\ section from his press confe;;nce:-1 I 

\, \, 

Additional Questions of Concern 

As$essment of his reporting -- Not formally dori.e yet. Initial reviews indicate aJ.Qj 

'-(?f errors irt--~is information on how POWs were handled. Enough to make all his reporting, 

i:il,cluding nurn_bers, suspect. Because CIA knew so little about the system at the time, his 

rep,orts were di~eminated. Subsequent debriefs of actual POWs prove his information 

err6feous. \\ 

\j '·, . ) No longer in possession of current information, was 

evidently not very useful-_~n consultant position (no disseminable info). Seems to have 

wanted to pursue other ein~~~yment options, as a medical doctor, perhaps in US. 

Where is he now? ~- We. do 't n w. I S ha no record of him as an immi rant, 

\ refu ee or a licant for as lum> 

I (b)(1) 
• (b)(3)(n) 
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M .•• •~• ~~,- i• • 

~.•t • ... • • 

'i • :'& ... 

0-- -.- - - - - -- ---c. i/.S-~)(f1/J--.£ 

• ·\.?r,,~~ ~ ffl J 

~a C.20SOS '3 ·~ 
28 August 1985 • 

9/ o/ 

Lieutenant General James A. Williams, 
Director, Defense Intelligence Agency 
Department of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Jim: 

USA O.lu-ofi'.~ 
Q)'p/~ 

lo/.Q. 11,4; 
t1f1! llj'l, 

In your letter of 12 August 1985, you en9uired about the • l'r""/Jf, 
enc 's capability tol . J I ' 

should other credible intelligence sources 
'-;---;-..---,--~----'ossible presence of U.S. FOWs. We have queried 

to ~etermine their views and have been 
"-=a:--:;dcv;z-:;s:-=e~-.::-,::-a..r-_,o=--~____1 ons j I I 
are certainly iPasible althoug: they would require the witting 
cooperation of _ _ J Similarly, a 

· · e central • hlan s of the s V would-be_possible 

It should be borne in mind, however, 
even e team was discovered, the problems of 

I 
1would be immense. Overland missions 

. 7would be even more 
'-:di';i:;fi:;f~1~· c;:;-;u;;-l,.;--t~an~di.:iw~o;,;u.-,1;,;d.,a'l"m""'o"'s..-t..-c-e-r-c-a~1~n~.1Jt come to the at D. · of 
the Vietnamese authorities. Infiltr~tion of a team 
does not seej practical at this time although it cou 
attempted if_ /the probable 
high risk of failure were factored 1n and accepted. . 

Should a mission I ~be considered justifi~d, ·we 
would estimate that a~m-1~·n-.-im--,-u-m~o~f four to six weeks would be 
necessary for the selection of ersonnel. 

wishes of team members 

It is difficult to estima e ea 
infiltration into Vietnam because 
precise location of the target. 

would depend on the 

_L ~ 

mJ 982022 ----- / 9 / / 
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S E C R E T 

- As ind1cated abo:e• existing-equities would require that 
any mission~·-----,~-~_j\hj mount~d only.with the full 
approval and cooperation of L_-=-= __ ,-----.----=--1 If the Ops 
Plan appeared feasible, we believe ~------'!would cooperate. 

I hope this is helpful and if there is any additional 
information you require, we would be pleased to assist~ 

w 
Director o 

2 

Sincerely, 

~ 
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e.lMse 2oosifi124 : CIA-RDP87M00539RC020031701•i"7~ ·;.., Regi11 

65-

29 April 1935 

Kl:l()RAIIOUH rOA : Deputy Otrec;tor for Operations 
FROH: D1rl!Ctor of Cencral Intel lfgence 
S08JECT: Prisoner$ of 1/ar 

I'd l Ike a rundown of the prese11t state of our kn0>o,ledne, l d actlvtttes wtth l"e$pl!Ct to POiis . • ea s, and 

At hc:hreent: 
WALL STREET JOURIIAl ar-ticlo, 
dtd 24 Apr-11 1935, "POW$ Wo11 ' t ae Found 111 thout Cost • 

-7 C---
1/11 1 h,. J. casc:y 

25X1 

1738 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
ROGER HALL, et al.,     )  

)  
Plaintiffs,     )   

)  
v.      )   Civil Action No. 04-814 (RCL)  

)  
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, )  

)  
Defendant.    )  

      ) 
 

AFFIDAVIT OF BOB SMITH 
 
 Bob Smith hereby swears and affirms: 

1. From 1985 to 1990, I served as a member of the United States House of 

Representatives for New Hampshire's 1st Congressional District.  From 1990 to 2003, I 

served as the United States Senator, representing New Hampshire.  The Senate Select 

Committee on POW/MIA Affairs was a special committee convened by the United States 

Senate during the George H. W. Bush administration (1989 to 1993) to investigate the 

Vietnam War POW/MIA issue, that is, the fate of United States service personnel listed as 

missing in action during the Vietnam War.  I wrote, and introduced, the Senate Resolution 

establishing that Committee, to attempt to get the documents and the truth released to the 

public.  I served as the Committee's Vice Chairman.  It was in existence from August 2, 1991 

to January 2, 1993.   

2. On January 17, 1973, the Paris Peace Accords were signed by the United 

States, South Vietnam, Viet Cong and North Vietnam.  They were touted as “An Agreement 

Ending the War and Restoring Peace in Vietnam.”  The agreement did not, however, end the 

war and restore the peace for the hundreds of POWs and MIAs who were not returned 

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 258-4   Filed 10/21/16   Page 1 of 7
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from the war, for their families, who have waited for decades for answers, nor for the tens 

of thousands of South Vietnamese who were murdered or imprisoned in “re-education 

camps” in the North.  “All of our American POWs are on the way home” said Richard Nixon 

shortly after the signing. 

3. Soon thereafter, 527 men returned alive from the war to a well-deserved 

heroes’ welcome.  What President Nixon did not tell the American people and the families 

of the missing was that the American government had numerous classified documents and 

human intelligence that men were, in fact, still alive in Southeast Asia.  We had men on our 

lists, that we knew had been captured alive, yet, they never appeared on the homecoming 

lists and were never returned. We simply accepted the “word” of the North Vietnamese that 

the lists were complete.  

4. President Nixon had sent the North Vietnamese a secret letter promising 

them approximately $3.5 billion in war reparations.  The Vietnamese retained “collateral” 

for that money.  The money never came because Congress did not approve it, when 

congressmen became aware of the torture of many of the returning prisoners. 

5. Two former Secretaries of Defense testified under oath before the Select 

Committee, that men were left behind.  Schlesinger, when asked directly if we left men, 

said, “I can come to no other conclusion.” Secretary Laird went into even more detail saying 

that the Pentagon had “solid information, such as letters or direct contacts, with about 20 

airmen who survived in Laos after their planes were shot down.”  

6. On one of my frequent visits to Southeast Asia as a U.S. senator and 

congressman, I had occasion to speak to one of the North Vietnamese officials who was 

present at the negotiations in Paris.  He told me point blank that “the American side handed 

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 258-4   Filed 10/21/16   Page 2 of 7
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over their list and we handed over ours and there was little discussion,” and that “the POW 

issue was not aggressively pursued at all.” 

7. The live-sighting reports of former Marine Bobby Garwood, who remained 

behind in Vietnam until 1979, are well documented.  Bobby told me with tears in his eyes 

how he had seen Americans climb out of a box car in the late 70’s in Yen Bai, Vietnam.  I 

took Garwood back on a trip to Vietnam in the 90’s when I was in the Senate and he 

showed me where he had seen American POWs on an island in Tach Ba Lake, in Vietnam as 

well.  

8. The investigators on the Senate Select Committee found literally thousands 

of live-sighting reports over the years from the end of the war into the 1990s. There was 

also ample evidence of pilot-identifier codes on the ground and seen from the air.  I 

personally have seen hundreds of classified documents that could and should be released 

as they pose no national security risk.  What is really at risk are the reputations and careers 

of the intelligence officials who participated in and perpetrated this sorry chapter in 

American history.   

9. During the Senate Select Committee's tenure, I fought with the bureaucrats, 

and Senators McCain and Kerry, to the point of exhaustion.  It was a very sad chapter in 

American history.  

10. One of the most intriguing documents on the issue is the one called the “1205 

Document,” or the "1205."  This document was retrieved from the old Soviet archives by an 

independent researcher from Australia by the name of Stephen Morris.  He was not a so-

called “POW activist” and was not looking for information on American POWs from 

Vietnam.  While doing unrelated research, he found a document stamped “Extremely 
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Secret” from the old Soviet General Staff Intelligence (GRU).  The contents of this document 

depicted a speech given to the Politburo of the Vietnamese Communist Party in September 

of 1972 by General Tran Van Quang, the Deputy Chief of the General Staff of the Vietnam 

People’s Army (VPA).  In his remarks Quang told the Politburo members that North 

Vietnam was holding 1205 prisoners of war.  This, of course, is critical since only a few 

months later the Vietnamese released less than half of that number, 527. 

11. In the spring of 1997, in relation to Senate confirmation of a U.S. Ambassador 

to Vietnam, the Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs, Samuel R. Berger, 

directed the U.S. Intelligence Community (IC) to undertake a special National Intelligence 

Estimate (NIE) on the Vietnam War POW/MIA issue and to provide the ICs updated 

assessment of the so-called "1205" document from the Russian archives. Mr. Berger further 

directed the IC to consult with the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence (SSCl) on the 

terms of reference for the NlE.  Mr. Berger's directives followed personal discussions with 

both myself and the Senate Majority Leader, Senator Trent Lott.  Subsequent to Mr. 

Berger's pledge to have the IC conduct a special NIE, I met personally with the Director of 

Central Intelligence, George Tenet, and the Director  of the Defense Intelligence Agency, Lt 

Gen. Patrick Hughes, to underscore the importance I attached to the need for this NIE to be 

thorough and objective. 

12. In the fall of 1997, Congress passed, and the President signed into law, the 

National Defense Authorization Act for fiscal Year 1998, which included a provision that I 

authored that required the Director of Central Intelligence to "provide analytical support 

on POW/MIA matters." The legislative history of this provision made clear that it was 
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related to both the preparation of the forthcoming NIE, which would be relied on by 

departments and agencies involved with POW/MIA matters. 

13. The POW/MIA issue addressed in the NIE centered on two key questions, as 

stated in the NIE's Scope Note: (1) Since 1987, to what extent has the leadership of Vietnam 

demonstrated a commitment to cooperating with the United States to achieve the fullest 

possible accounting of missing in action personnel, and (2) What is the Intelligence 

Community's assessment of the so-called "1205" and "735" documents from the Russian 

archives?  

14. The IC released its NIE in early 1998.  It judged the "1205" to be unreliable.  

The NIE was extremely inaccurate, misleading, speculative and unsupported.  It ignored 

that virtually all other detailed statements in the 1205 were known to be true.  Yet the IC 

singled out only the statements about the 1,205 POWs as being false.  In November of 1998, 

I demanded that the NIE be retracted, in a detailed, 160-page Critical Assessment 

("Report").   

15. This Report was sent to the Members of the National Foreign Intelligence 

Board and the Military Intelligence Board, along with a request that those boards meet to 

consider and approve the retraction of the NIE.  The Report was also sent to relevant 

Congressional leaders, along with requests that oversight hearings concerning this NIE be 

conducted at the earliest possible date.  Additionally, the Report was sent to officials who 

may rely on the NIE, such as U.S. policy-makers with responsibility for U.S. relations with 

the Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, and to U.S. military officials with 

responsibility for POW/MIA accounting efforts in Southeast Asia.  
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16. The CIA released this Report to the plaintiffs in this case, in redacted form, in 

2016.  Accuracy in Media has posted this record on its website, here 

http://www.aim.org/pdf/Hall-CIA/CIA-Production-2016-209-pages.pdf.  The Report's 

cover-page reads: 

A Critical Assessment of the 1998 National Intelligence Estimate (NIE) on 
Vietnamese Intentions, Capabilities, and Performance Concerning the 
POW/MIA Issue, Prepared and Submitted by the Office of U.S. Senator Bob 
Smith,  
November, 1998.  
 

Sen. Smith is the U.S. Chairman of the Vietnam War Working Group of 
the U.S.-Russia joint Commission on POWs and MIAs.  He is also a 
senior Member of the Senate Committee on Armed Services and the 
former Co-Chairman of the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA 
Affairs (1991-1993). 
 

17. I spoke to a high ranking former member of the KGB who told me point blank 

that the document is real, because the Soviets actually had the Vietnamese Politburo 

bugged and the words were a verbatim transcript. He told me that he would never state 

this publicly, for obvious reasons.  The English translation of the 1205 Document is in the 

Annex to the Report. 

18. The 1205 accurately recounts that the Socialist Republic of Vietnam held 

1,205 men, just months before it released Vietnamese released only 527 of them.  

19. The American government wrote off all pending POW/MIA cases at war’s 

end to close the books on this ugly foreign policy disaster.  After decades of FOIA requests, 

emotional appeals from family members, senators and congressmen, and House and Senate 

Committee investigations, the intelligence agencies still keep numerous documents 

classified under the guise of national security.   
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20. I can state without any equivocation that they are still holding documents 

that should be declassified. The families of these men, and the American public, deserve to 

know the truth about what is in those files . 

Date: August I .3 2016. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

Bob Smith 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
ROGER HALL, et al.,     )  

)   
Plaintiffs,     )  

)  
v.      )   Civil Action No. 04-814 (RCL)  

)  
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, )  

)  
Defendant.    )  

      ) 
 

PLAINTIFFS' STATEMENT  
OF MATERIAL FACTS NOT IN GENUINE DISPUTE  

 
Under Rule 56 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and Local Rule 7(h), plaintiffs 

Roger Hall, Accuracy in Media, Inc., and Study Solutions Results, Inc., respectfully submit 

this Statement of Material Fact to which there is no Genuine Issue. 

1.  In 2003, plaintiffs submitted a Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA") request 

to the Central Intelligence Agency ("CIA").  The Request sought the following eight items of 

information:  

1.  Southeast Asia POW/MIAs (civilian or military) and detainees, who have not 
returned, or whose remains have not been returned to the United States, 
regardless of whether they are currently held in prisoner status, and 
regardless of whether they were sent out of Southeast Asia. 

2.  POW/MIAs sent out of Southeast Asia (for example, to China, Cuba, North  
Korea, or Russia). 

3.  Prepared by and/or assembled by the CIA between January 1, 1960, and  
December 31, 2002, relating to the status of any United States POWs or MIAs 
in Laos, including but not limited to any reports, memoranda, letters, notes 
or other documents prepared by Mr. Horgan or any other officer, agent or 
employee of the CIA for the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the President, or any federal 
agency. 

4.  Records of the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs which were  
withdrawn from the collection at the National Archives and returned to the 
CIA for processing. 
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5.  Records relating to 44 individuals who allegedly are Vietnam era POW/MIAs,  
and whose next-of-kin have provided privacy waivers to Roger Hall, 
attachment 1, and records relating to those persons who are named on 
attachment 2, the Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Office's list of persons 
whose primary next-of-kin (PNOK) have authorized the release of 
information concerning them. 

6.  All records on or pertaining to any search conducted for documents  
responsive to Roger Hall's requests… 

7.  All records on or pertaining to any search conducted regarding any other 
requests for records pertaining to Vietnam War POW/MIAs, including any 
search for such records conducted in response to any request by any 
congressional committee or executive branch agency. 

8.  All records of whatever nature pertaining to the estimates of fees made in  
response to the February 7, 2003 Freedom of Information Act request of Mr. 
Roger Hall and Studies Solutions Research, Inc., and how each estimate was 
made. 

 
[Docket 114-1 at 3-5.] 
 
2. The CIA did not search its operational files. 

3. Regarding its Southeast Asia POW/MIA records, the CIA did not complete its 

decennial review, together with the declassifications of those records. 

4. The CIA did not complete its review and declassification of records under 

Executive Order 12812. 

                                                                        Contents                                            Paragraph 
 
Communist policy to hold back POWs.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   4 
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US government to refusal to provide war reparations.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   12-14 
Motives for declaring dead.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   15 
Thousands of live sighting reports.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16-18  
Policy of withholding records.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19-22 
Criminal misconduct, cover-up.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23-26 
Secret military signals and codes and messages sent from POWs.  .  .  .   27-31 
Other satellite imagery and photographs.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   32-50 
Offer to repatriate POWs for reward.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 51-56 
Rescue operations.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  57-65 

 Military Assistance Command, Vietnam— 
  Special Operations Group.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  66-69 
Nhom Marrott.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 70-74 
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David Hrdlicka.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 75-79 
Other records not produced.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  80-109 
Other records of POWs in Laos.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  110-114 
Other records of specific operations and locations.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   115-125 
Lists of prison sites.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 126-127  
Additional records of POWs into the 1980s and 1990s.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 128-153  
POWs transferred to Russia, North Korea, China.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 154-159 
CIA records.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   160-180 
 

 
Communist policy to hold back POWs 

4. The long-standing communist policy holding back POWs in furtherance of 

political and economic goals.  Sanders Aff. ¶ 4. 

Paris Peace Accords 

5. At the peace talks, reparation "negotiations had been extensive, and detailed.  

A list of specific items was drawn up for the first year of U.S. aid.  Among some of the items 

on the list were… 200,000 metric tons of steel building supplies… between 2,650 and 2,900 

tractors, bulldozers and excavators…" Sanders Aff. ¶¶ 6-7.   

6. Five days after the signing of the Paris Peace Accords, Kissinger hand carried 

a letter, dated February 1, 1973 to the North Vietnamese Prime Minister which detailed 

that the Administration pledged approximately $3.25 billion of grant aid over five years.  

Sanders Aff.  ¶ 5.  33.  

600 men not repatriated 

7. In Operation Homecoming, "527 men returned alive from the war to a well-

deserved heroes’ welcome.  What President Nixon did not tell the American people and the 

families of the missing was that the American government had numerous classified 

documents and human intelligence that men were, in fact, still alive in Southeast Asia."  

Smith Aff. ¶ 3.  
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8. "Two former Secretaries of Defense [Schlesinger and Laird] testified under 

oath before the Select Committee, that men were left behind."  Smith Aff. ¶ 5.  

9.  "[I]n September of 1972…  North Vietnam was holding 1205 prisoners of 

war.  This, of course, is critical since only a few months later the Vietnamese released less 

than half of that number, 527."  Smith Aff. ¶¶ 10, 14, 17-18.  

10.  "When the American government withdrew its forces from Vietnam in 1973, 

it knowingly left hundreds of U.S. POWs in Communist captivity. (See An Enormous Crime, 

Chapter 9)." Smith Aff. ¶ 1.   

11. Of the 50 or so POWs known to be held in Laos (Hrdlicka Aff. ¶¶ 37, 46), only 

nine were repatriated.  The Laotians themselves admitted that they were holding American 

POWs.  Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 48. 

US government to refusal to provide war reparations 

12. "President Nixon had sent the North Vietnamese a secret letter promising 

them approximately $3.5 billion in war reparations. The Vietnamese retained “collateral” 

for that money. The money never came…"  Smith Aff. ¶ 4. The U.S. Government declined to 

pay the promised reparations.  Sanders Aff. ¶ 10. 

13. "[T]here was a highly classified record kept by the Laotians stating that, 

unless the USG abides by Nixon's 17 points, there will be no information on the missing."   

Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 38 citing Exhibit 31, 1977 Intelligence Information Cable. 

14. "There is a 1990 report on David…  When the source came forward with this 

information, he was told there would be no reward."  Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 50.   
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Motives for declaring dead 

15. Motives to declare that the POWs are dead include morale among DOD 

personnel (Hendon Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 62), to foster peace and reconciliation and trade and 

investment (Sanders Aff. ¶ 10), and to terminate pay (Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 8).  "What is really at 

risk are the reputations and careers of the intelligence officials who participated in and 

perpetrated this sorry chapter in American history."  Smith Aff. ¶ 20. 

Thousands of live sighting reports 

16.  "The investigators on the Senate Select Committee found literally thousands 

of live-sighting reports over the years from the end of the war into the 1990s." Smith Aff. ¶ 

9.  

17. The government had over 1,400 first-hand live-sighting reports, and several 

thousand second hand reports, of Americans being held captive throughout Vietnam and 

Laos. Sanders Aff. ¶ 13. 

18.  "Since Operation Homecoming in 1973, there have been hundreds of postwar 

sightings and intelligence reports of Americans being held captive throughout Vietnam and 

Laos, and numerous secret military signals and codes and messages sent from desperate 

POWs." Hendon Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 3. 

Policy of withholding records 

19. "In a 1982 letter to the National League of Families, the DIA admitted 

knowledge of POWs, but justified the withholding the information on the grounds that 

disclosure would be 'counterproductive to our intelligence efforts in this vital area.'"  

Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 9.   
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20. "I personally have seen hundreds of classified documents that could and 

should be released as they pose no national security risk. What is really at risk are the 

reputations and careers of the intelligence officials who participated in and perpetrated 

this sorry chapter in American history….  I can state without any equivocation that they are 

still holding documents that should be declassified. Smith Aff. ¶¶ 8, 20. 

21.  Former Congressman John LeBoutillier has "personal knowledge of several 

POW-related incidents where the CIA has had documents that have not been publicly 

acknowledged or released." LeBoutillier Aff.  Docket 83-15 ¶ 7. 

22.  Hendon has "personal knowledge of several incidents where the CIA has had 

intelligence on living POWs that has not been publicly acknowledged and/or released." 

Hendon Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 4. 

Criminal misconduct, cover-up 

23. "In February 1991, Colonel Millard Peck, Chief of the Special Office for 

Prisoners of War and Missing in Action, resigned.  Colonel Millard Peck's resignation letter, 

Exhibit 42… explained the deliberate actions to make sure that no information on live 

POWs was disseminated, or followed up on.  [Colonel Peck wrote]  

The entire issue is being manipulated by unscrupulous people in the 
Government, or associated with the Government…  [The Director of the 
National League of Families]… interferes in or actively sabotages POW-MIA 
analyses or investigations….  was brought from the "outside."  One wonders 
who she really is and where she came from….  I feel strongly that this issue is 
being manipulated and controlled at a higher level… to obfuscate the 
question of live prisoners…  
 

Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 51. 

24. "[Beginning] in September of 1994, [Mrs. Hrdlicka] sent 24 separate 

complaints to the Inspector General…" Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 55. 
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25. Exhibit 8 is my then lawyer's list of Criminal Violations committed by DOD and 

CIA agency personnel, at Bates 21. Id. 

 26. "Exhibit 50 is the 1992 DIA Memoranda re Destruction of POW Records" 

Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 64. 

Secret military signals and codes and messages sent from POWs 

27.     "In May of 1991, [Mrs. Hrdlicka] began sending Freedom of Information 

requests for information concerning David's case.  On July 2, 1992, [she] sent another 

request for reports that [she] had not received.  [She] made a specific request for the 'code 

number' or similar identifier carried by David, for identification in case of shoot-down and 

capture. There was a serial number identifying David, which was referenced in a 

government report….  No US government agency has told me what they used for David's 

identification number." Hrdlicka Aff. ¶¶ 14-15. 

28. "In 1992, [Mrs. Hrdlicka] called Lorenzo Burroughs, a government satellite 

imagery expert, about this imagery.  [She] asked him whether any authenticator codes were 

picked up with it.  He responded that there were around ten." Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 19. 

29.  CIA Director Casey shared with Hendon and the Hon. John LeBoutillier 

"either satellite imagery or aerial photography which showed laundry arranged in the form 

of escape and evasion codes on the roof of the Tran Phu prison in Haiphong, North 

Vietnam… and Directory Casey stated that only an imprisoned U.S. flyer could have made 

the codes on the prison roof." Hendon Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 8. 

30.  "Since Operation Homecoming in 1973, there have been hundreds of postwar 

sightings and intelligence reports of Americans being held captive throughout Vietnam and 
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Laos, and numerous secret military signals and codes and messages sent from desperate 

POWs." Hendon Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 3. 

31. "Richard V. Allen… testified to the Senate Committee about seeing in 1981 a 

photograph of escape and evasion codes stamped in the grass at what was understood to 

be a Vietnamese prison….  President Reagan launched an operation to investigate the site….  

Despite Mr. Allen's testimony about CIA involvement in the preparation for and conduct of 

this mission, the CIA has failed to release any records pertaining to it."  Hall Aff. ¶ 81.   

Other satellite imagery and photographs 

32. "High-quality photographs, audio and video records involving 

POW/MIA…  have [not] been produced, although produced records and declassified CIA 

documents show they exist."  Sauter Aff. ¶ 26. 

33.  In early 1981, Hendon was briefed as a member of the House POW/MIA Task 

Force by officials regarding a prison camp near Nhom Marrott, Laos, and was "shown 

aerial/satellite photographs… also confirmed by radio traffic intercepts. American POWs 

were reliably reported to be in the camp… In addition, an escape and evasion code was 

imaged inside the camp," which Hendon saw. Hendon Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 9.  Hendon 

"believes that the CIA is in possession of both the above described satellite imagery and 

hand held photography." Hendon Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 3. 

34.  "Air Force Lt. Col. (then-Major) Henry M. 'Mick' Serex, an electronic warfare 

officer, went missing on April 2, 1972, when his EB-66, code-named "Bat 21," was shot 

down over the Demilitarized Zone while accompanying a B-52 strike during the Easter 

invasion…. Air Force records indicate Bat 21 was hit by a surface-to-air missile while flying 

at an altitude of approximately twenty-six thousand feet. An intercepted PAVN radio 
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communication reported the shootdown and stated that PAVN personnel had "sighted 

orange parachutes in the area." Hendon Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 12. 

35.  Before the Senate Select Committee, twenty-six-year veteran Robert G. 

Dussault testified that "while studying recent (June 5, 1992) satellite imagery of the Dong 

Val (Dong Mang) Prison north of Hon Gai, he and one of his associates discovered a valid 

escape and evasion code in a field just west of the prison and above it the name of a missing 

USAF flight officer. The deputy director would later testify formally what he and his 

associate had seen: 

A.  I saw up at the CIA, very clearly to me there was the name S-E-R-E-X.  
Q.  Capital letters?  
A.  Yes, and it was in a field just outside the...[Dong Vai Prison], and there was a  

number above it and there was the name SEREX, and below it, as I  
remember now, 72/TA/88. 

 
Hendon Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 12. 

 
36.  "Satellite imagery imaged in 1975 and analyzed in mid-1976 had shown 

what CIA and DOD photo interpreters believed at the time was a valid USAF/USN Escape 

and Evasion code at this same Dong Vai (Dong Mang) prison.… In addition, approximately a 

half dozen postwar HUMINT (human intelligence) reports had told of US POWs being 

detained at the prison both during and after the war…." in 1976, 1979, and 1982. Hendon 

Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 16. 

37.  "During the closed briefings, held on October 2 and 5 1992, Dussault… 

stunned those [Senators] present by declaring that, while recently reviewing 1988 imagery 

of Laos, he and his associates had discovered nineteen four-digit numbers that matched the 

four-digit authenticators of known MIAs…" Hendon "believes that the CIA is in possession 

of this imagery." Hendon Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 22. 
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38.  Hendon "believes that the CIA is in possession of the original unadulterated 

satellite imagery described above." Hendon Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 22. 

39.  CIA Director Casey shared with Hendon and the Hon. John LeBoutillier 

"either satellite imagery or aerial photography which showed laundry arranged in the form 

of escape and evasion codes on the roof of the Tran Phu prison in Haiphong, North 

Vietnam… and Directory Casey stated that only an imprisoned U.S. flyer could have made 

the codes on the prison roof." Hendon Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 8. 

40.  Hendon is "certain the CIA was in possession of this imagery in 1981 and I 

believe it is still in possession of this imagery." Hendon Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 8. 

41.  In early 1981, Hendon was briefed as a member of the House POW/MIA Task 

Force by officials regarding a prison camp near Nhom Marrott, Laos, and was "shown 

aerial/satellite photographs… also confirmed by radio traffic intercepts. American POWs 

were reliably reported to be in the camp… In addition, an escape and evasion code was 

imaged inside the camp," which Hendon saw. Hendon Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 9. 

42.  Hendon "believes that the CIA is in possession of both the above described 

satellite imagery and hand held photography." Hendon Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 9. 

43. Barry Allan Toll "delivered intelligence materials in our possession… 

[including] satellite photos depicting explosive intelligence…", the "satellite imagery 

show[s] secret symbols…" Toll Aff. Docket 83-1 at p. 12. 

44.  "[T]he photographs and intercepts we were shown were CIA documents." 

"To my knowledge, these documents have never been released by the agency." LeBoutillier 

Aff.  Docket 83-15 ¶ 9. 
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45. "[A]erial photographs" showed POWs which had been abandoned "long after 

the war’s end."  McDaniel Aff. ¶ 8. 

46.  Hendon is "certain the CIA was in possession of this imagery in 1981 and I 

believe it is still in possession of this imagery." Hendon Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 9. 

47. Exhibit 66 is a Select Committee internal memorandum, dated July 8, 1992.  

Bates 234.  It states, in part… "he knew there had been American prisoners in Laos because 

in 1977 he was part of a special forces team which penetrated Laos to photograph and 

plant listening devices near a supposedly empty prison or pow camp facility 

Laos is the CIA’s domain.  The CIA has not produced the referenced photographs, nor other 

records associated with this reconnaissance."  Hall Aff. ¶ 66.   

48. "Exhibit 123 (2015) is a CIA Intelligence Report on aerial photography in 

Laos, September 23, 1992, at Bates 379-80…  The CIA has failed to provide the referenced 

photography, and has provided only photocopies of photography." Hall Aff. ¶ 69.   

49. "A DIA document dated December 30, 1980 refers to a meeting held that 

same day at which representatives of the DIA, the CIA, and the NSA were present…. It also 

related that a Vietnamese source had informed the CIA of a North Vietnamese POW camp, 

with coordinates, photography, and Americans, in August 1980.  Although the CIA was 

present at this meeting concerning POWs, I have received no CIA records regarding this 

meeting, including the referenced 'overhead photography.'"  Hall Aff. ¶ 72.   

 50.  "Exhibit 67 is a Select Committee internal memorandum of June 16, 1992 (at 

Bates 236), which includes: 'In January 1988, [REDACTION] Several unusual markings—

the letters  'USA' and what resembled a US Air Forces escape and evasion symbol known 

and a "Walking Kilo" on the ground west of Sam Neua Laos… recently completed analysis 
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gives us a better understanding …'"  The CIA can provide photo-enhanced imagery of 

satellite imagery, and the referenced “recently completed,” and later, analysis, of the 

imagery."  Hall Aff. ¶ 106.   

Offer to repatriate POWs for reward 

51. "[T]he deposition of Richard Allen, National Security Advisor in the Reagan 

Administration, and hand written notes regarding an offer to sell to the US 57 men for $4.5 

billion. See Affidavit of Roger Hall Exhibits 23(a) and 23(b)."  Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 59.   

52. "[O]fficials of US AID met with Ed Meese and CIA Director Casey and a 

shipment of $200,000 of medical supplies was approved as good faith evidence of our 

intent to work with the Laotian government… I know the CIA was involved in both the 

decision to approve and stop these shipments." LeBoutillier Aff.  Docket 83-15 ¶ 11. 

53.  "In 1986, White House US Secret Service Agent John Syphrit told Hendon 

"that, while stationed in the hallway just outside the Oval Office in late January 1981, he 

observed and heard the following: President Reagan, Vice-President Bush, Director-

designate of the CIA William Casey, and National Security Advisor Richard Allen emerged 

from the Oval Office and, pausing in the hallway, en route to the Cabinet Room, briefly 

discussed an offer made by the Vietnamese government to the Reagan Administration to 

trade the American POWs they were holding in return for payment of some four billion 

dollars." Hendon Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 25. 

54.  In 1986, White House US Secret Service Agent John Syphrit told Hendon 

"that, while stationed in the hallway just outside the Oval Office in late January 1981, he 

observed and heard the following: President Reagan, Vice-President Bush, Director-

designate of the CIA William Casey, and National Security Advisor Richard Allen emerged 
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from the Oval Office and, pausing in the hallway, en route to the Cabinet Room, briefly 

discussed an offer made by the Vietnamese government to the Reagan Administration to 

trade the American POWs they were holding in return for payment of some four billion 

dollars." Hendon Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 25. 

 55.   "John Syphrit… overheard CIA Director William Casey inform President 

Ronald Reagan that the Vietnamese had made an offer to hand over live American POWs in 

exchange for $4.5 billion….    Syphrit previously told this to Hendon… Casey instructed a 

CIA employee to go back to the CIA and bring the confirming documentation to the White 

House for the President…. I have been provided no… documents which Syphrit says Casey 

instructed a CIA employee to take to the White House…  President Reagan is reported as 

having told CIA Director William Casey "to do something about it [this offer]"…  This 

meeting is mentioned in the Senate Select Committee Report at page 32. Exhibit 24 at Bates 

92.  The CIA has not provided plaintiffs with any records related to this 1981 meeting, or 

the North Vietnamese offer, or what the CIA (Casey) did in response to President Reagan's 

directive.  Hall Aff. ¶¶ 79-80.   

56. "John LeBoutillier states that in 1981 and 1982 he visited Laos four times, 

and that Laotian officials told him that in exchange for certain aid, they would make sure 

that their people looked for and found missing American POWs. Id.  He further states that 

he knows that U.S. AID officials met with Ed Meese and CIA Director Casey, and a shipment 

of $200,000 in medical supplies was approved, but that after the first shipment, Robert 

McFarland ordered a halt to the shipments.  He also says that he knew that 'the CIA was 

involved in both the decision to approve and stop these shipments.'  The CIA has not 

supplied any records relating to these decisions." Hall Aff. ¶ 83.   
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Rescue Operations 

57. "On Sept 21, 1992, [Mrs. Hrdlicka] received a letter from Charles Trowbridge, 

stating that there was no such [Duck Soup] operation associated with the Vietnam Era.  In 

1995, [she] received documents showing that there was such an operation, called 'Duck 

Soup,' that mentioned David…  It was a CIA run operation.  General Secord testified before 

the Senate Select Committee Hearings to attempts to rescue David, and that there was a 

'raft of cables' in the CIA on the rescue attempts."   Hrdlicka Aff. ¶¶ 19-20.  

58. The CIA trained mercenaries for use by the Military Assistance Command 

Vietnam, Studies and Observations Group, "MACVSOG" or "SOG." Covert SOG teams were 

routinely inserted into Laos in attempts to locate, and on occasion, to rescue, POWs, from 

the Laotian "second-tier POW camp system," which held "310 to 350" U.S. POWs after 

Operation Homecoming.  SOG "had extensively detailed, photographed, and ground 

reconnaissanced throughout the war era."  Toll Aff. Docket 83-1 at pp. 2-5. 

59. Exhibit 103 is a DOD Intelligence Information Report regarding information 

of a US MIA allegedly alive in Laos, June 1990, at Bates 313-19.  The source alleged that he 

knew of David Hrdlicka’s location, other POWs' locations, as well as a possible rescue 

attempt.  The record relates that the outcome of further conversations would be relayed.  

The record also references four other documents—two letters and two facsimiles (at Bates 

318).  The CIA has failed to produce the four specifically mentioned documents, as well as 

associated intelligence gathered, including the planning, and carrying out of multiple 

rescue attempts, and the planning of the rescue of Hrdlicka by the source." Hall Aff. ¶ 116. 
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60.   "Duck Soup" was an attempt to rescue then Captain David Hrdlicka and 

Captain Charles B. Shelton in the Sam Neua area of Laos… with the assistance of CIA 

assets…."  The CIA failed to produce any records of this rescue mission.  Hall Aff. ¶ 6. 

61. "[A] series of reports, dating from 1966 to 1981 all showing American POWs 

in captivity in the area of a series of numbered canals along the Trem Trem River…  

referred to only by name or extract (Sage Brush I and Sage Brush II) deal with POW rescue 

attempts involving Provincial Reconnaissance Units, CIA paid and trained." O'Daniel Aff.  

Docket 95-44 ¶ 2. 

62. "Operation Thunderhead" was a White House-approved escape plan, from 

the "Hanoi Hilton" in 1972.  McDaniel Aff. ¶ 7.  No records regarding this rescue mission 

have been produced in this lawsuit. 

63. Exhibit 17 at Bates 62 is a December 5, 1991 Memorandum to Bill LeGro 

from Select Committee Investigators Bob Taylor regarding CIA involvement in the 

reconnaissance/rescue operation at a suspected POW camp near Nhom Marrot, Laos.  This 

document references proposed satellite imagery, photographs, and related intelligence.  I 

have been provided no imagery, or records on follow-up planning, or operations, or 

results."  Hall Aff. ¶ 75.   

64. "A December 5, 1991 DIA memorandum states that JSOC (Joint Special 

Operations Command) was involved in planning the 1981 operation for the reconnaissance 

in support of a rescue of POWs at Nhom Marrot…. Later on, an inter-agency meeting was 

held to discuss what actions to take. "JSOC, JCS, CIA, and NSA attended." Id. at Bates 62.  

When JSOC argued that Delta should perform the reconnaissance for this mission, the CIA 

insisted that it had jurisdiction over the reconnaissance. Id.  I have not been provided with 
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any CIA intelligence, or surveillance, or imagery, other records related to the planning of 

the Nhom Marrot operation."  Hall Aff. ¶ 75.   

65. "In 1994 and in 1995, I interviewed Admiral Thomas Moorer, former 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  He told me that in 1972 he had authorized a rescue of 

60 POWs in Laos.  Admiral Moorer told me that, as planned, this raid was second in 

complexity only to the Son Tay raid. The rescue attempt was cancelled because of the 

pending Peace Agreement of January 1973. Admiral Moorer stated that the CIA and the 

Department of Defense had information on this planned operation, and that I should check 

with the indigenous personnel files known as Controlled American Source, at the CIA. He 

said this was a joint CIA DOD operation.  I have not received records regarding this planned 

rescue operation." Hall Aff. ¶ 152.   

 Military Assistance Command, Vietnam—Special Operations Group 

66. "MACVSOG was the Military Assistance Command, Vietnam-Special 

Operations Group… provided intelligence information…  The government denied for years 

the existence of MACVSOG….  Yet, another family member received a letter from DPMO 

stating that MACVSOG daily summaries are being reviewed for declassification.  There was 

information on POWs in the daily summaries." Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 60. 

67.  Mr. George Carver of the Central Intelligence Agency served as Special 

Assistant to three different Directors of the CIA on Vietnam matters, and was on loan from 

CIA to the Nixon White House serving as Chairman for the Indochina Subcommittee on 

Intelligence during the critical Nixon years of the Indochina conflict. Toll Aff. Docket 83-1 at 

p. 12. 
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68. As of 1993, all SOG records had been stored in the "Directorate for 

Operations in the CIA."  These SOG records may have thereafter been "moved to the 

Director's files...to the Executive Registry Files of CIA."  Toll Aff. pp 2-5.  "Carver stated that 

[i]f they moved them out of Operations, historically, they would probably be moved to the 

Director’s files... to the Executive Registry Files of CIA…" (Id.)  "If the records have been 

destroyed, there will be a record of it."   Toll Aff. Docket 83-1 at p. 19. 

69. MACVSOG tracked live POWs, in cooperation with the CIA.  The CIA failed to 

provide the records it supplied to MACVSOG.  Hall Aff. ¶ 5. 

Nhom Marrott 

70.  "From October, 1980 through February, 1981 [LeBoutillier] was briefed, as a 

member of the House Special POW/MIA Task Force, on the construction in Laos at Nhom 

Marrott of a prison camp. We were shown aerial reconnaissance photographs showing the 

month-by-month progress of this construction project… also confirmed by radio traffic 

intercepts." LeBoutillier Aff.  Docket 83-15 ¶ 8. 

71. "The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) holds never released documents 

relating to American servicemen Prisoners of War and Missing in Action in Southeast Asia, 

and at least one camp believed to hold these servicemen after March 1973. During the 

period March 1979- June 1981, the CIA gathered intelligence, including human intelligence 

reporting, and imagery of a prison camp located in the Nhom Marrott District of 

Khammouane Province Laos. According to intelligence reports approximately 18- 30 

American Prisoner of War were held at this camp from September 1980-May 1981 and 

perhaps beyond.  Between January and May 1981 the CIA dispatched a least one 

reconnaissance team to the camp location to photograph the inmates and gather 
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intelligence. The CIA continues to withhold information on the preparation for the mission, 

team progress reports, photographs taken at the camp and the debriefing of 

reconnaissance team members. O'Shea Aff. Docket 182-6 ¶¶ 1-2. 

72.  "At NARA I located a document reporting on the Nhom Marrot Detention 

Facility, Exhibit 16, a January 28, 1981, DIA Memo for Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

regarding POW Intelligence.  It states, in part…  'In November 1980, CIA provided 

information which corroborates the refugee's report.  Overhead imagery has verified the 

existence of a detention facility at the alleged site.  At enclosure is a chronological listing 

with tabs, which support the belief that U.S. PWs may be detained in Laos….   I will request 

that CIA prepare a topographical model of the site and surrounding area….  CIA agrees to 

undertake operation inside Laos to verify presence of Americans.'"  [Plaintiffs] have not 

been provided the 'information provided by a refugee… [about] the detention of U.S. PWs in 

Laos,' 'CIA information' that corroborates the report, including '[o]verhead imagery,' 

ground reconnaissance photography, and reports, or the chronological listing with tabs, 

which support the belief that U.S. PWs may be detained in Laos, nor photographs of the 

'topographical model of the site and surrounding area,' nor the product of the CIA's 

undertaking of operation[s] inside Laos to verify [the] presence of Americans."  In fact, the 

CIA has never acknowledged or released any information on this facility.  Hall Aff. ¶ 70.   

73. "A January 28, 1981 DIA Memorandum for the Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

attached as Exhibit 16, recites…  'there are approximately 2,500 Americans unaccounted-

for in Southeast Asia…  In November 1980, CIA provided information which corroborates 

the refugee's report. Overhead imagery has verified the existence of a detention facility at 

the alleged site….  On 17 January 1981, DIA requested that CIA attempt to confirm the 
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presence of U.S. PWs in Laos.'  The enclosure is "CHRONOLOGICAL LISTING, SUBJECT:  

Nhommarath Detention Facility" (id. at Bates 60), which recites intelligence on that POW 

camp.  I have not been provided with the imagery referenced, or CIA Memorandum, 

appearing on tabs A-F.  See Bates page 61."  Hall Aff. ¶ 73.   

 74. "Exhibit 19, at Bates 65-68, is a March 20, 1981 heavily redacted CIA 

Intelligence on Nhom Marrot POW camp, which I obtained from the Library of Congress.   It 

is a CIA document reflecting that, based in part on human intelligence, there was a second 

operation at Nhom Marrot.  The memorandum reflects that a second team was awaiting 

debriefing of a reconnaissance team, and that a review of 'over 900' items regarding US 

POWs in Laos… This CIA document also refers to a 'series of exchanges between CIA, DIA, 

NSA [REDACTED] seeking to assure that all possible measures to collect any [REDACTED] 

of POWs in Nhom Marrot facility.' Id.  The CIA did not provide me with a copy of this 

document, nor has it provided me with the other records related to this second Nhom 

Marrot operation, nor the 900 items reviewed regarding US POWs, unredacted, nor the 

analysis of those items."  Hall Aff. ¶ 76.   

David Hrdlicka 

75. "David Hrdlicka was shot down, and captured, on May 18, 1965.  He was alive, 

in captivity, in Sam Neua, Laos, at the Pathet Lao Headquarters.  This is well documented."  

Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 2. 

76. "The government has insisted, for over 20 years now, that David is dead.  

According to the government, David died in 1966.  Next, it claimed that he died in 1967.  

Lastly, according to the government, David died in 1968.  It finally settled on 1968 as the 

date it “believes” that David died. The press conference that displayed David was held in 
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1969.  The government has no evidence that David is dead….  The absence of any evidence 

cannot be the basis of declaring someone to have died… There has been no credible 

evidence to date that proves that David L. Hrdlicka has died.  Rather, there have been live 

sighting reports that show him to be alive in the early 1990s."  Hrdlicka Aff. ¶¶ 62-63.   

 77. "In 1996, the POW/MIA families… amend[ed] the Missing Personnel Act…  

worked for 6 months, at our own expense, to get this legislation passed…  required 

evidence of death before the government could declare a person dead…  Another provision 

would have penalized anyone for lying to service family members about their loved ones.  

Later, our amendments were repealed, at the behest of Senator John McCain." Hrdlicka Aff. 

¶¶ 65-66.   

78. "Exhibit 100 is a DOD Information Report re Colonel Chaeng, June 1989, at 

Bates 304-06.  The CIA withholds information on General Chaeng, his involvement in with 

the POW issue, including David Hrdlicka."  Hall Aff. ¶ 112. 

 79. "Exhibit 104 is a DIA Cable regarding contact with a Laotian source regarding 

POW information, June 1990, at Bates 320.  This record concerning 'David Hrdlicka and 

friends' (other POWs), relating that the outcome of further conversations with source will 

be relayed soon.  Source further stated that 'he had information from Colonel Chaeng 

through with Colonel Boua that Hrdlicka was held in the vicinity of Lak Xai.'  The CIA 

withholds the additional pages of this record, and subsequently obtained information on 

Hrdlicka 'and friends,' as well as the subsequent intelligence regarding General Chaeng."  

Hall Aff. ¶ 115. 
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Other records not produced 

80. Supporting documents related to the preparation of the 23-page, Top Secret 

“US Vietnamese Talks on POWs/MIAs During the Nixon, Ford, and Carter Administrations 

Prepared for Richard Childress, National Security Council,” Sep. 23, 1985, have not been 

produced in this lawsuit. Sauter Aff. ¶ 25. 

81. CIA analysis and support of the effort in 1984-5 (detailed by the US 

Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs, declassified State Department records and 

other sources) to respond to an alleged Vietnamese offer to sell American POW/MIA 

remains and, potentially, living POWs to the United States.  Sauter Aff. ¶ 23.  "Such a 

sensitive foreign policy initiative could not have occurred without CIA documentation 

being produced, especially as the White House was considering the use of 'CIA funds' for 

the transaction," but have not been produced in this lawsuit.  Sauter Aff. ¶ 23. 

82.  "[T]he classified file kept by DPMO (Department of POW/MIA) for [Mrs. 

Hrdlicka's] husband, [had] no cables from CIA, even though General Secord testified that 

there were a 'mountain of message traffic' on David's case.  See Affidavit of Roger Hall."  

Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 56. 

83. "Over the years, I have requested any and all documents mentioning 

Hrdlicka's name.  Yet, I am still receiving documents that have not been given to me by the 

government agencies tasked with investigating David’s case."  Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 54. 

84.  "A United Nations Official in Laos in 1981… saw Caucasian men working on a 

road under armed guards... [who were identified as] American prisoners left over from the 

War." LeBoutillier Aff.  Docket 83-15 ¶ 13. 
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85.  "Air Force Lt. Col. (then-Major) Henry M. "Mick" Serex, an electronic warfare 

officer, went missing on April 2, 1972, when his EB-66, code-named "Bat 21," was shot 

down over the Demilitarized Zone while accompanying a B-52 strike during the Easter 

invasion…. Air Force records indicate Bat 21 was hit by a surface-to-air missile while flying 

at an altitude of approximately twenty-six thousand feet.  An intercepted PAVN radio 

communication reported the shootdown and stated that PAVN personnel had "sighted 

orange parachutes in the area." Hendon Aff. Docket 95-45 ¶ 12. 

86. The "detailed" letter attached as Exhibit 5 to Sauter Affidavit,  from the head 

of the CIA to the head of the DIA, would have been written based on staff reports and 

analysis,"  which have not been produced in this lawsuit, nor does it appear on the CIA’s 

FOIA Web site. Sauter Aff. ¶ 19. 

87. CIA records associated with a memo from the Director of the CIA (DCI) to the 

Deputy Director of Operations (DDO) entitled “Subject: Prisoners of War” and reading: “I’d 

like a rundown of the present state of our knowledge, leads, and activities with respect to 

POWs,” have not been produced in this lawsuit.  Sauter Aff. ¶ 22, citing its Exhibit 6. 

88. The CIA Memorandum for Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, “Subject: Indication that 

the Communists Are Holding Previously Unlisted U.S. POWs as a Future 

Bargaining Tool, March 20, 1973” was not produced in this lawsuit, nor does it appear on 

the CIA’s FOIA Web site.  Sauter Aff. ¶ 10. 

89. The “Memorandum for National Security Advisor Anthony Lake from 

National Intelligence Officer for East Asia (NIC/CIA), indicating it was ‘possible’ 

Hanoi held back US POWs in 1973, and was angry reparations from the U.S. had not been 

forthcoming,” dated December 13, 1993, described elsewhere as: “Memorandum to 
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Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs Anthony Lake from National 

Intelligence Officer for East Asia Robert Suettinger, was not produced in this lawsuit, nor 

does it appear on the CIA’s FOIA Web site.  Sauter Aff. ¶ 11. 

90. The “Memorandum for Director of Central Intelligence, Subject: Reevaluation 

of PW/MIA Information, dated August 13, 1976” was not produced in this lawsuit, nor does 

it appear on the CIA’s FOIA Web site.  Sauter Aff. ¶ 12. 

91. The “Central Intelligence Agency, Director of Intelligence Memorandum, 

Hanoi and US Prisoners of War June 28, 1971” was not produced in this lawsuit, nor does it 

appear on the CIA’s FOIA Web site. Sauter Aff. ¶ 13. 

92. The July 1982, document, "Organization and Inmates of Tan Lap Prison, Vinh 

Phu Province (North Vietnam)” was not produced in this lawsuit, nor does it appear on the 

CIA’s FOIA Web site. Sauter Aff. ¶ 14. 

93. The “DO Spot Report date 6 January 1981,” was not produced in this lawsuit, 

nor does it appear on the CIA’s FOIA Web site.  Sauter Aff. ¶ 16. 

94. The “Memorandum for the Record,” dated March 5, 1999 “September 1996 

and August 1998 Top Secret memorandum,” was not produced in this lawsuit, nor does it 

appear on the CIA’s FOIA Web site. Sauter Aff. ¶ 17. 

95. The government maintained a "list" of POWs.  The CIA has not produced this 

list.  Hall Aff. ¶ 3, citing deposition of Ambassador to Laos William Sullivan.   

96. "In May of 1965 two American pilots were being held in the home of 

Communist General Singkapo in Laos…. [Hall] hasn't received any records regarding these 

POWs."  Hall Aff. ¶ 8. 
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97. "[A]n Intelligence Information Report from the Directorate for Plans is a 

'Preliminary Debriefing Site for Captured U.S. Pilots in Vinh Phu Province. . . .' Vietnam…. 

The CIA did not provide me with this record or any other documents pertaining to this 

debriefing facility or the fate of that POW or any other POWs taken to that facility."  Hall Aff. 

¶ 10. 

 98. Exhibit 77, Bates 252-253, is a Department of Defense US Prisoners of War in 

Laos report dated August 1970, regarding Conversation with Phoun Supraseuth POWs and 

MIAs.  The DCM 'EXPLAINED OUR KEEN DISAPPOINTMENT WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE 

FAILURE TO COOPERATE WITH US AUTHORITIES ON MIAS AND THAT WE SINCERELY 

HOPED LPF WOULD ADOPT A MORE POSITIVE APPROACH TOWARDS POW/MIA 

PROBLEM. . . .'  Recommendations were made for changes to help bring about recovery of 

POWs."  Plaintiffs have not been provided these recommendations.  Hall Aff. ¶ 33. 

99. "At the Library of Congress [Hall] obtained… "Briefing Board" Reports…. CIA 

documents concerning information received from all source reports….     information 

contained therein comes from human sources, photographic surveillance, satellite imagery, 

etc….  The CIA did not provide copies of these Briefing Boards to me in this case, nor any 

such reports related to Laos, Burma, Cambodia or other countries.  Nor did it identify any 

"all sources" supporting documentation that the CIA used in compiling the Briefing Board 

Reports…  Hall Aff. ¶ 35. 

100. An excerpt of Exhibit 70… reasons that since only three POW's from Laos are 

confirmed held in North Vietnam…  a major effort should be made to locate the remaining 

227 who are listed as MIA in Laos and may still be in Laos.  The CIA has not provided 

information identifying the 227 MIAs or related to efforts to locate them.  Hall Aff. ¶ 39. 
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101. Exhibit 35(a), Bates 156-57 is an August 27, 1971 CIA Intelligence Report 

states that "Three types of material are enclosed herewith for addition to or comparison 

with the [redacted] databank of intelligence on POW camps in Laos and adjacent areas."  

Plaintiffs have not received the referenced "collated bits of information on the various 

sites," nor "the [CIA] Station's periodic report on POW detention sites."  Hall Aff. ¶ 43. 

102. "During the Vietnam War, the CIA Political Adviser ("POLARD") at the 

Commander in Chief Pacific ("CINCPAC") was the originator or party to all MIA/POW 

operations….  See Exhibit 3, at Bates 9-10, May 1972 State Department Cable to SECSTATE 

re PWs in Laos….  The next page references the attachment—"CICNPAC FOR POLARD" 

(Commander in Chief Pacific for CIA political advisor) re "Status of PWs in Laos."  Id. at 

Bates 10.    I have not been provided these or related records, nor any records of CIA 

communications to and from CINPAC and POLARD."  Hall Aff. ¶ 47. 

103. Exhibit 52 is a March 5, 1973 CIA Intelligence Report.  It relates (at Bates 

220) that “three captured American pilots, three Tai pilots, and four Lao pilots in the Sam 

Neua province.”  The information on which this report is based has not been produced. Hall 

Aff. ¶ 51. 

104. "In a March 18, 1973 Memorandum from Chief of Naval Operations to 

Chairman, Joint Chiefs, re POWs in Laos, from Chief of Naval Operations Admiral E. R. 

Zumwalt to Admiral Thomas Moorer, (Exhibit 2(d) at Bates 8), Admiral Zumwalt wrote, 'In 

view of the direct and personal interest the Services have [in the POW] matter,' he 

recommended that 'the JCS receive a briefing from the CIA on their effort in this area so 

that we may be confident this important humanitarian issue is receiving appropriate 

attention.'  The CIA has not produced the referenced briefing papers, nor associated 
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records or communications.  The CIA produced no Briefing Board Reports, nor identified, 

nor correlated, any underlying 'all source' materials, for either Vietnam or Laos, in this 

litigation.  I obtained these Briefing Board Reports, which all regard Vietnam, from various 

POW family members."   Hall Aff. ¶ 54. 

105. Exhibit 97 is a White House memorandum of conversation between Kissinger 

and Le Duc Tho, May 23, 1973, at Bates 292-95….  The CIA should release this record 

completely unredacted."  Hall Aff. ¶ 55. 

 106. A document obtained from NARA, circa 1974, Information on the Interagency 

Prisoner of War Interagency Prisoner of War Intelligence Ad Hoc Committee, Exhibit 35(b) 

at Bates 158, relates that IPWIC, an interagency committee, was the only intelligence 

committee responsible for matters relating to POWs, and that 'CIA is the only non-DOD 

member to IPWIC.'…  In this case, the CIA has not provided the records of intelligence on 

POWs that it supplied to IPWIC."  Hall Aff. ¶ 56. 

 107. "Exhibit 35(c), at Bates 159, is a December 4, 1992, CIA letter to Select 

Committee… 'After reviewing the document for release to the Committee, the 

Counterintelligence Center (CIC), the successor organization to the CI Staff, appended 

memorandum commenting on and correcting some of the statements made in the paper of 

1975; CIC's memorandum is likewise enclosed….'  I have not been provided with the "CIC's 

memorandum" "appended" memoranda, nor any materials that may have been provided in 

response to the CIA's offer to "expand on the paper."  Hall Aff. ¶ 58. 

 108. "Exhibit 95, CIA Intelligence Report re communist logistical operations in 

Northern Laos, February 1972, at Bates 287, is missing all pages except the cover-page."  

Hall Aff. ¶ 47. 
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 109. Exhibit 59 is the first page of a CIA Intelligence Report, July 24, 1972, at Bates 

227, which relates that 10 POWs were sited in 1967.  The balance of this record, three 

pages, has not been produced. Hall Aff. ¶ 49. 

Other records of POWs in Laos 

110. "Over 500 men were lost in Laos.  An Intelligence Report confirms 54 enemy 

POW camps in Laos.  See Affidavit of Roger Hall Exhibit 34." Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 37. 

111. "There are numerous intelligence reports showing live POWs all over Laos 

after Homecoming 1973.  Before operation homecoming, in 1971, there were at least 50 

POWs in Laos." Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 46, citing Exhibit 38. 

112. "While searching for records in the Library of Congress, [Mrs. Hrdlicka] found 

a report that the government had been tracking 23 POWs in 1984…  'Number of persons in 

custody:  23 American Prisoners of War.'  Another 1984 report… reflects that the CIA 

believed the number to be 20, not 23."  Hrdlicka Aff. ¶¶ 41-42, citing Exhibits 32, 45. 

 113. "The CIA's intelligence gathering regarding POWs in Laos was ongoing.  See 

June 1973 Joint Chief Memorandum re CIA's Intelligence on POWs in Laos, Exhibit 47 at Bates 

141-47, with the subject, "US prisoners of war in Laos."  It states: 

[R]eference is made to your memorandum… dated 18 May 1973, which 
discussed the US PW/MIA situation allows and recommended that a CIA 
briefing on the subject we provided to the JCS….  CIA continue to conduct an 
active program to acquire intelligence relative to the status of US MIA 
personnel.  The agency accords PW/MIA matters one of the highest priorities 
in its overall intelligence collection efforts in SE Asia… 
CIA has had, and currently conducts, an active program to acquire 
intelligence related to the status of POW/MIA personnel… carried out by 
assets, and winds in the organizational structure of CIA station in Laos… 
 
DIA is collaborating closely where appropriate with CIA in regard to the 
current situation in Laos…  At present there are proximately 350 US military 
and civilians listed as missing in action in Laos. 
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Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 67. 

114. "Exhibit 98 is a CIA Report of a sighting of 8 to 10 Americans in Laos, 

Undated, at Bates 297.  It states… 'Nine American PWs were held in the vicinity of Mahaxy, 

a town about 30 miles east of Thakek in central Laos, in September 1973.  One report said 

they were taken to Hanoi in September 1973.  Another report said nine Americans were 

still in the area near a town called Pha Kateom in March 1974….  The nine Americans 

captured in Laos and released in Operation Homecoming had all been moved out of Laos to 

Hanoi well before the end of 1972.'  The Report mentions a series of other reports on which 

it is based, but the CIA did not produce these underlying and other related reports."  Hall 

Aff. ¶ 149. 

 Other records of specific operations and locations 

115. "Blackbeard was CIA run and had agents with free access to POW camps…  

[to run] cross border operations" to gather intelligence on POW camps.  O'Daniel Aff.  

Docket 95-44 ¶ 15. 

 116. "CIA also ran a project called OAK…. [that] targeted POW camps in Cambodia 

and South Vietnam."  O'Daniel Aff.  Docket 95-44 ¶ 15. 

117. "CIA run operations into Cambodia were Nantucket, Vesuvius One, Sunstune 

Park, and Gunboat. All these operations had a priority mission of finding American 

POW/MIA information. O'Daniel Aff.  Docket 95-44 ¶ 15. 

 118. O'Daniel has "read summaries of regular CIA reports showing locations of 

POW camps in Laos."   O'Daniel Aff.  Docket 95-44 ¶ 16. 
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119. "CIA also had a controlled American Source giving American intelligence 

detailed lists of Americans held in Son Tay and probably other prisons in North Vietnam."  

O'Daniel Aff.  Docket 95-44 ¶ 17. 

120. A CIA Intelligence Information Cable sent on April 8, 1967, reports that three 

American prisoners were at this location, Houei Vong in Houa Phan Province, and had been 

moved there from Ban Nakay Teu, in March 1966.  Hall has "been provided with no records 

regarding this transfer or any follow-up intelligence on these three American POWs." Hall 

Aff. ¶ 11. 

121.  "In my review of publicly released reports and documents from the CIA and 

other agencies, the following code names have surfaced as the designations for operations 

related to or connected with POW/MIAs: Bright Light (a DOD collection and reporting 

system on POWs and prison camps—the CIA would have a corresponding code word), Trail 

Watch (a CIA project using, among others, Controlled American Sources and "indigenous 

personnel" to observe POW and military movements on routes in Laos and elsewhere), 

Project Alpha (an Air Force mission to track the location of POW/MIAs to protect them 

against inadvertent US bombings—the CIA would have a corresponding code word), 

Operation Pocket Change (a 1981 plan to reconnoiter—including using photography and 

listening devices—and rescue those believed held in Laos), Project Corona (an operation to 

photograph--including imagery taken by satellite--and interpret troop movements in South 

East Asia, including along the Ho Chi Min  Trail), and Duck Soup (the CINPAC, Air America 

(a CIA proprietary) name for a supply operation also used to rescue POWs, including 

Colonel Hrdlicka and others from Laos).  In each of these operations, there is publicly 

available evidence of the CIA's involvement.  The CIA should have searched under these 
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names, and under the CIA's own codename for these operations.  I have not received any 

records related to these operations."  Hall Aff. ¶ 137. 

122. "Exhibit 94… is an Intelligence Information Cable regarding the vicinity of a 

prison camp containing about 20 USAF pilots in Ban Nakay region of Houa Phan province, 

1969-1970.  [Plaintiffs] have not been given any further information on mentioned 20 Air 

Force pilots, any follow-up collection activities or intelligence reports." Hall Aff. ¶ 27.  

123. The Project out of Nekhon Phenom, Thailand, was tasked with selecting 

targets for  bombing strikes, some of which housed POWs, "to prevent American targeting 

efforts in Laos and North Vietnam...  the Project coordinated bombing in "Laos for the CIA 

to conduct its activities…  The CIA has not provided the list of targets or intelligence on 

known and suspected POWs at all such targets.  Hall Aff. ¶ 28. 

124. Exhibit 72, Bates 244-248, titled Son Tay Raid Timetable of Planning, does 

not incude information on POWs held at that location prior to the raid nor information and 

found at Son Tay after the raid.  Hall Aff. ¶ 31. 

125. "Exhibit 114 is my notes regarding the Trail Watch Program, which was a 

program to watch trails that the Vietnamese used to move troops, equipment, and POWs.   

The CIA has not produced any records regarding the Trail Watch Program as it relates to 

POWs.  The note also regards Moua Chung, a Laotian who was part of the David Hrdlicka 

rescue.  Chung also worked for General Vang Poa, who was a CIA asset.  The CIA has not 

produced any records regarding General Vang Poa."  Hall Aff. ¶ 146. 
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Lists of prison sites  

126. "It is also clear that the CIA kept a list of suspected prison sites by name and 

grid coordinates….   [Plaintiffs] have received no such records from the CIA in this case."  

Hall Aff. ¶ 26. 

127. "Exhibit 63 at Bates 231 is the first page of an August 10, 1992 'Possible 

POW/MIA Associated Markings in Southeast Asia… 1976, 1980, 1981, 1992.'  The CIA has 

failed to disclose the balance of this CIA analysis of multiple prison camps over multiple 

years."   Hall Aff. ¶ 17. 

Additional records of POWs into the 1980s and 1990s 

128. "Exhibit 126 (2015) is a CIA Memorandum re six POWs held in Laos, 1983, at 

Bates 387-88… 'On 25 February 1983, [redacted] information [redacted] that there were 

four U.S. POW’s being held at the Nadeng Prison in the LPDR.'"  The CIA has failed to 

provide any information regarding these live POWs held in Laos.  Hall Aff. ¶ 86. 

129. "Exhibit 124 (2015) is a Memorandum re six POWs held in Laos, undated, at 

Bates 381-83:  'Circa March 1983, [redacted] a militia chief claimed that there is a Prisoner 

of War (POW) camp located at the foot of Ngoua Mountain (NCA), approximately 25 

kilometers south of Kadon Village.  According to [redacted] there were 23 American 

prisoners of war (POW’s) detained in the camp.'  The CIA has failed to provide any 

information regarding these 23 live POWs held in Laos."  Hall Aff. ¶ 84. 

130. "Exhibit 125 (2015) is a CIA Memorandum re six POWs held in Laos, 

undated, November 2, 1983, at Bates 384-86:  'In late April 1982, [redacted] saw a total of 

six alleged U.S. prisoners of war (POW’s) at a detention camp in a small valley of Thao La 

Hamlet, Houa Phan Province, in northern Laos (grid coordinates 20 degrees north latitude, 
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104 degrees east meridian). … He said the camp held about 50 such POW’s who had 

recently been transferred to the camp from an unknown location.'  The CIA has failed to 

provide any information regarding these live POWs held in Laos."  Hall Aff. ¶ 85. 

 131. "Exhibit 141 (2015) is a Memorandum regarding ten POWs held, February 

1989, at Bates 412-14.  It states, in part: '[Redacted] worked at the prison where ten 

Americans were reportedly being held. ***  [Redacted] learned that the American had been 

in [unintelligible] Dang prison since about March 1984.'"  The CIA withholds additional 

records regarding these POWs, including their probable identities, and fates."  Hall Aff. ¶ 

110. 

132. "[I]n 1986… the National Security Council… confirm[ed] that we did indeed 

still have living American POWs in Southeast Asia."  McDaniel Aff. ¶ 10.   

133. "Exhibit 38(a) at Bates 177 is a March 1983 CIA Cable regarding 

Identification of Possible U.S. Prisoner of War camp in Saravanc Province, Lao People's 

Democratic Republic, reporting that there were '23 American prisoner of war (POWs)  

detained in the camp….'  Exhibit 38(b) at Bates 178 is an undated CIA Cable, which states, 

in part, 'Identification of Possible U.S. Prisoner of War camp in Saravanc Province, Lao 

People's Democratic Republic'…  The CIA has provided no records regarding the referenced 

'23 American prisoner of war (POWs)' in Saravanc Province, Laos."  Hall Aff. ¶ 87. 

134. "Exhibit 127 (2015) is a CIA Intelligence Report regarding a 1986 sighting of 

POW in Laos, December 23, 1986…  The CIA has failed to provide any further information 

on this POW."  Hall Aff. ¶ 89. 

Case 1:04-cv-00814-RCL   Document 258-5   Filed 10/21/16   Page 32 of 44

999

USCA Case #22-5235      Document #2056657            Filed: 05/28/2024      Page 257 of 269



33 
 

135. "Exhibit 128 (2015) is a CIA Intelligence Report regarding an American 

hiding in Laos, October 30, 1986, at Bates 391-92…  The CIA has failed to provide any 

further information on this live POW…" Hall Aff. ¶ 89. 

 136. Exhibit 129 (2015) is a CIA Intelligence Report regarding an American hiding 

in Laos, 24 October 1986…  The CIA has failed to provide any further information on this 

POW."  Hall Aff. ¶ 91. 

137. "Exhibit 130 (2015) is a CIA Intelligence Report regarding 226 POWs held in 

Laos, September 20, 1986, at Bates 395-96.  It states, in part '226 U.S. prisoners of war 

(POW’s) were alive and being held in Laos. … The period when the alleged POW’s were 

moved into Laos coincided with the mutual cooperation agreement signed between 

Vietnam and the U.S. on POW/MIA matters.'  The CIA has failed to provide any further 

information on the transfer of these POWs, or any follow-up intelligence on these men, 

including records on ground reconnaissance operations. Hall Aff. ¶ 92. 

138. "Exhibit 131 (2015) is a CIA Intelligence Report regarding six POWs held in 

Laos, September 20, 1986, at Bates 397-98.  It relates: '[Redacted], told a member of the 

Lao resistance and former detention camp inmate that a group of six American Prisoners-

of-war (POWs) were still incarcerated at a camp located at Tham Pha Leung (NCA) Cave 

near Phou Sao (UG 3918) village, Xieng Khouang Province.'  The CIA has failed to provide 

any further information these six POWs, alive in 1986, or their deaths."  Hall Aff. ¶ 93. 

139. "Exhibit 132 (2015) is a CIA Intelligence Report regarding four POWs held in 

Laos, September 16, 1986, at Bates 399-400.  It states: 'In mid-September 1986 [Redacted] 

reported that her brother had seen four American prisoners-of-war (POWs) in November 
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1983 in Xieng Khouang Province, Laos.'  The CIA has failed to provide any further 

information these four POWs." Hall Aff. ¶ 94. 

140. "Exhibit 133 (2015) is a Memorandum regarding seven POWs held in Laos, 

Undated, at Bates 401-04: 'In a private conversation with friends and relatives in mid-April 

1986 [redacted] state that in Mid-March she had seen seven People’s Army of Vietnam 

(PAVN) guards controlling three Caucasians eight kilometers east of Muang Ngoy (TH 

5891) along the main road. … Local residents later told her the men were American 

prisoners captured prior to 1972.'" Hall Aff. ¶ 95. 

141. "Exhibit 134 (2015) is a CIA Intelligence Report regarding six POWs held in 

Laos, September 16, 1986, at Bates 405-06….    'a group of six American prisoners-of-war 

(POWs) were still incarcerated at a camp located at Tham Pha Leung (NCA) cave near Phou 

Sao (UG 3918) village, Xieng Khouang Province.'  The CIA has failed to provide any further 

information these six POWs."  Hall Aff. ¶ 96. 

142. "Exhibit 135 (2015) is a CIA Intelligence Report of two live Americans in 

Laos, 28 April 1987…  The CIA has failed to provide any further information these two 

POWs." Hall Aff. ¶ 97. 

143. "Exhibit 101 Alleged location of live American POWs in Luang Prabang 

province, Laos, w/map, October 24, 1986, at Bates 307-09.  It states that '[t]here were 

seven American POWs as of mid-1986 being detained at a camp near Nam Bac town, Luang 

Prabang Province, Laos.'  The CIA has failed to provide any further information these seven 

POWs." Hall Aff. ¶ 98. 

144. "Exhibit 38(d) at Bates 183-84 is a May 2, 1987 CIA Intelligence Information 

Cable, 'Re allegation of an interrogation center still holding US prisoners of war in an 
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unknown location in southwest Ha Nam Ninh province in early 1986.'  The CIA has 

provided no records regarding the referenced interrogation center, or the 'US prisoners of 

war' in Ha Nam Ninh province,' Vietnam."  Hall Aff. ¶ 103. 

145. Exhibit 38(c) at Bates 181-82 is a November 2, 1987 CIA Intelligence Cable, 

regarding "POW/MIA Reported presence of American POWs in Houa Phan Province, as of 

January 1987." The cable reads, in part, "[O]ne of the POWs is named [redacted] who was 

captured on 18 June 1968..."  The CIA has provided no records regarding the referenced 

"POW/MIA in Houa Phan Province," Laos, including his name.  Hall Aff. ¶ 102. 

146. "Exhibit 38(e) at Bates 185 is a November 1987 CIA Intelligence Information 

Cable, reporting the 'possibility of existence of American POWs in southern Vietnam.'  It 

states: 'Socialist Republic of Vietnam (SRV) official commented in private in late October 

1987 that he is certain that there are American Prisoners of War (POW) still being held in 

remote areas of southern Vietnam…'   The CIA withholds additional records regarding the 

referenced POWs "still being held in remote areas of southern Vietnam." 

Hall Aff. ¶ 105. 

147. "Exhibit 142 (2015) is a Memorandum re 20 POWs held in Laos, February 

1988, at Bates 415-16.  It states:  "The first sighting occurred 30 Kilometers north of 

Sepone. … Seventeen U.S. Personnel were held in a Montagnard encampment on a small 

river….  The second sighting was at Kham Ker… Here he met “Moken Domaho” (Donahue?) 

whom he described as a former USAF bomber pilot and son of “a general” in the seventh 

fleet. …The third sighting was at a camp 20 kilometers off the Ho Chi Minch Trail…  Twenty-

seven U.S. servicemen were incarcerated here within a compound surrounded by four rows 
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of bamboo fencing."  The CIA withholds additional records regarding these POWs, including 

their names, and fates. Hall Aff. ¶ 111. 

148. "In June of 1990, the DIA received a report, which states, in part, 'I am talking 

to Col Chaeng (Brig Gen) PL Commander of the 11th Regiment at Kham Keut, Kham Moname 

province suspected of holding D. Hrdlicka and friends.  The outcome of my conversation 

will be relayed to you soon.'" Hrdlicka Aff. ¶ 11. 

149. "In 1992, US News & World Report published an article on 1988 satellite 

imagery, USA walking 'K,' taken in the Sam Neua area, where David was held.  The 

government should have notified [Mrs. Hrdlicka].  But [she] had to read about it in the 

magazine.  [She] requested the information concerning that report…. [P]ilots were trained 

to use this 'K' as a distress signal if captured." Hrdlicka Aff. ¶¶ 17-18. 

150. "Exhibit 140 (2015) is a Memorandum regarding two POWs held in Laos, July 

1989, at Bates 411: 'According to [redacted] two American prisoners of war (POW’s) are 

now being held captive in a Leu village in Xian Khoang province near the Vietnamese 

border. They are being held and guarded by a local village militia group….'  The CIA 

withholds additional records regarding these two POWs, including their names."  Hall Aff. ¶ 

109. 

151. "Exhibit 147 (2015) is a Memorandum re POWs held in Laos, October 1989, 

at Bates 417.  It also adds that an unidentified woman said that she saw POW/MIA’s in a 

prison camp at “Dinding” (SIC) and that another unidentified person saw one or more 

POW/MIA’s at Ban “Hoaisan” (sic).  The CIA withholds additional records regarding these 

sightings, including the referenced initial reports."  Hall Aff. ¶ 113. 
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152. "Exhibit 138 (2015) is a Memorandum re 14 POWs held in Laos, October 

1989, at Bates 409.  It states that '[redacted] told the source that there are 14 American 

POW’s being held at Tham Luang, Nachik-Canton in the Viengxai District (VH2949) of 

Houaphan Province.'  The CIA withholds additional records regarding the referenced 14 

POWs, including their identities."  Hall Aff. ¶ 107. 

153. "Exhibit 148 (2015) is a Memorandum regarding a POW who fears an escape 

attempt, 1990, at Bates 418-19: 'Another MIA individual (MFI) is alive and under guard, but 

is afraid to try to escape.  When he was asked if he would like to go home, he replied 

affirmatively, but said that he would need help to do so.'  The CIA withholds additional 

record regarding this POW, including his name, and fate."  Hall Aff. ¶ 114. 

POWs transferred to Russia, North Korea, China 

154. After his May 19, 1967, shoot down and capture, James Kelly Patterson, "an 

expert in the use of his aircraft’s state-of-the-art electronics system being used to defeat 

Vietnam’s Russian-made missile defense system" was shipped to a closed Russian military 

region dedicated to missile research and testing. McDaniel Aff. ¶ 12.   

 155. "Exhibit 99 is a CIA Report to the White House Situation Room regarding 

alleged location of live American POWs in Luang Prabang province Laos mid-1985, 1986, at 

Bates 303.  It relates: 'There had been 12 American POWs at the site but in 1985 five of the 

Americans POWs were moved to the Soviet Union….'  The CIA has not provided any… 

information regarding the POWs mentioned in this document." Hall Aff. ¶ 88. 

 156. "Exhibit 43, Bates 206, is a March 12, 1982, Foreign Intelligence Information 

Report from the CIA's Domestic Collection Division, claiming Soviet incarceration of U.S. 
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Vietnam era POWs….  I have not received any records regarding this from the CIA."  Hall Aff. 

¶ 38.   

 157. "Exhibit 44 is a March 9, 1988 CIA Memorandum regarding  "alleged 

Sightings of American POWs in North Korea from 1975 to 1982." It refers to three reports.  

One is of "two Americans [observed] in August 1986," and the other is regarding "about 10 

military pilots captured in North Vietnam [that] were brought to North Korea." The third 

report concerns a sighting of 11 "Caucasians," in 1988.  The CIA has produced no records 

regarding any POWs brought to Korea during the Vietnam War."  Hall Aff. ¶ 99.   

158. "Exhibit 38(h), at Bates 189, is a June 1992 Memo to Select Committee re 

'President's Daily [CIA] Intel Briefings,' seeking copies of those briefings 'given to the 

President regarding the possibility of POWs being transferred to the East Bloc after 

Homecoming.'  The author has 'a source who claims to have seen them.'  The memo said the 

CIA had responded that they "are not available to anyone."  The CIA has provided few 

President's Daily Intel Briefings. The CIA should produce all such briefings that address the 

POW issue.  Hall Aff. ¶ 121.   

159.   "In 1993-1995, I spoke with Mr. Harry Pugh, a CIA employee, about American 

POWs in China.  He told me over the telephone that all that all the documentation regarding 

POWs in China was in the basement of the CIA, and he did not have time to go through it all, 

and that nobody had gone through it.  The record in this case does not reflect a search of 

this location.  The CIA has not acknowledged that it has been in contact with Mr. Pugh."  

Hall Aff. ¶ 142. 
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CIA records 

160. The purpose of Barry Allen Toll's Affidavit is to recount his knowledge of the 

location specific Top Secret archives pertaining to American POWs during and after the 

Vietnam War. Toll Aff. Docket 83-1 at p. 3. 

161. Mr. George Carver of the Central Intelligence Agency served as Special 

Assistant to three different Directors of the CIA on Vietnam matters, and was on loan from 

CIA to the Nixon White House serving as Chairman for the Indochina Subcommittee on 

Intelligence during the critical Nixon years of the Indochina conflict. Toll Aff. Docket 83-1 at 

p. 12. 

162. "[T]he nation’s most covert, extensive, and productive strategic intelligence 

operations… directly flowed their product into the Nixon White House, to George’s 

Indochina Committee on Intelligence.… As such, George was the most informed man in the 

United States on intelligence in Indochina. His knowledge and awareness was virtually 

unique. Toll Aff. Docket 83-1 at p. 12. 

163.  At a meeting in the White House in 1993, "George [Carver] proffered CIA 

documents he’d authored, as late as 1975, going to the Director himself, about Americans 

still held captive in Indochina in the hundreds. I [Toll] provided CIA documents going to the 

Director himself, in 1967 and 1969, detailing our certain knowledge of the second tier 

prison system in Laos, and the numbers of American POWs being held there at the time. 

Their exact coordinates were noted." Toll Aff. Docket 83-1 at p. 12. 

164.  At a meeting in the White House in 1993 Toll asked Carver "'all of those 

intelligence materials and product flowed directly to you in the Nixon White House, did 

they not?' and George said 'Yes,'" again. Toll Aff. Docket 83-1 at p. 12. 
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165.  Regarding records referenced in the foregoing paragraph, "George [Carver] 

said, 'I sent them back to Langley for storage, through the DO,' meaning the Directorate for 

Operations in the CIA. 'That was the arrangement I had,' he continued, 'usually by courier.'" 

Toll Aff. Docket 83-1 at p. 18. 

166.  Carver stated that [i]f they moved them out of Operations, historically, they 

would probably be moved to the Director’s files... to the Executive Registry Files of CIA…" 

Toll Aff. Docket 83-1 at p. 18. 

167.  CIA has failed to search the archive of records referenced in the foregoing 

paragraphs, stored at its Langley facility. 

168.  "[A]ll live sighting reports that came into the [US] embassy [in Laos] went 

directly to the CIA Station Chief." LeBoutillier Aff.  Docket 83-15 ¶ 12. 

169. "Exhibit 68, Documents removed from National Archives (Bates 237), dated 

December 4, 1992, reflects that the CIA removed: 1) CIA memo, 26 Nov 1975 2) CIA memo, 

8 Nov 1975 3) CIA memo, 21 Nov 1975 4) DUD [illegible] 1/2 with atchs, 14 Apr CIA memo, 

1975.  These records are representatives of the many documents that have been removed 

by the CIA from the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs.  The CIA must have a 

record of its handling of these classified records, but has failed to reveal the fate of these 

records."  Hall Aff. ¶ 60. 

 170. Exhibit 69 (at Bates 238), Documents removed from National Archives, dated 

December 4, 1992 evidences the removal of a 1980 four-page document…  The CIA failed to 

produce this record, and other removed records."  Hall Aff. ¶ 71. 
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171.  "Admiral Bobby Ray Inman… indicated in his testimony that maps of 

activities going on in northeast Laos appeared to flow from the CIA to the NSA…. The CIA 

failed to provide the documentation referenced by Admiral Inman in his deposition." 

Hall Aff. ¶ 82. 

 172.  "In his November 9, 1993 letter to the President from CIA Director, James 

Woolsey stated that the CIA was withholding 574 documents pertaining to POWs.  See 

Exhibit 1 at Bates 1:  

I am reporting on the completion of CIA's review, declassification and release 
of all relevant documents, files pertaining to American and missing in 
Southeast Asia in accordance with Executive Order 12812 deadline of 11 
November 1993. 
 
To date, 1,766 documents have been forwarded to the Library of Congress, 
while only 574 documents have been denied. All denied material was 
withheld based on the need to protect sources and methods, ongoing 
clandestine operations, negotiations on foreign policy such as the 
normalization of relations, or privacy issues related to returnees and the 
families of POWs and MIAs. 
 

The CIA has not indicated that it has provided the referenced 574 documents."  Hall Aff. ¶ 

118. 

173. "Asked who was the dominant collector of information in Laos, the CIA or the 

Department of Defense (DOD), Secord replied, 'CIA, clearly, because of the resources they 

had on the ground.'  Asked who had the best information, the Defense Intelligence Agency 

or the CIA, Secord replied: 

The CIA was in charge of the war [in Laos], not the military. The military 
helped out a little bit on the side, particularly through the provisions of air 
assets, but the military had very few people on the ground except for forward 
air controllers, which were very good, and some air attaches, whereas the 
Central Intelligence Agency had several hundred people on the ground in 
Laos.  
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Select Committee Deposition William Sullivan, Ambassador to Laos, Exhibit 7, Bates 22, at 

32.  Secord's recitation is not consistent with the records provided. Hall Aff. ¶ 119. 

 174. "Prior to testifying before the Senate Committee, [General] Secord was 

deposed by it.  In response to a question about whether any of the intelligence reports that 

he had reviewed while detailed to the CIA, or in any other position, 'referred to prisoners of 

war or men who were missing in action,' Secord replied, 'Oh, many, constantly.' Exhibit 9, 

Select Committee Deposition Richard V. Secord, at Bates 35."  Hall Aff. ¶ 120. 

175.  "The CIA has not stated that it searched any overseas field stations for 

responsive records. Witnesses before the Select Committee testified repeatedly to the 

involvement of CIA field stations in Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, and Thailand, in the 

gathering of information about POW/MIAs.  I photocopied pages from the Testimony of the 

Chief of Station, Vientianne, Laos (1970-1973) (Exhibit 26 at Bates 111-19), before it was 

reclassified, and withheld.  The witness was asked to identity a Report, which he 

characterized as 'a compilation of all' information on POWs.  I have not been provided with 

the referenced CIA Report.  Nor have I been provided any CIA records on POW/MIAs from 

those field stations.  And I have not been provided any reclassified depositions." 

Hall Aff. ¶ 122. 

176.  "Exhibit 40(a) (Bates 200-01) is a April 22, 2008 letter from Kristin Welhelm 

of the National Archives to me which attaches a list of depositions taken before the Senate 

Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs that have been 'withdrawn in full' from public 

access.  Id.  On April 4, 2016, Ms. Welhelm informed me that the CIA has not declassified 

any of these depositions.  The CIA has not provided me with copies of any of these 

depositions or justified their withholding."  Hall Aff. ¶ 139. 
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177. "Exhibit 41 (at Bates 202) is an April 28, 2008 letter from Archives Specialist 

Thomas Haughton to me which acknowledges my request for mandatory declassification 

review of the depositions of John Mason and William Graver, and advises me that it may be 

necessary for him to send them to the CIA for review. Id.  I have heard nothing from the 

National Archives or the CIA."  Hall Aff. ¶ 140. 

 178. "Exhibit 42 (at Bates 203-05) is a May 25, 2006 typed Note by the Ms. 

Wilhelm of the National Archives.  It attaches a list of Senate Select Committee depositions 

on POW/MIAs, which the CIA withheld in full, in response to my request for mandatory 

declassification review ("MDR").  The CIA has neither provided me with copies or nor 

accounted for their withholding in this lawsuit."  Hall Aff. ¶ 141. 

179. "Exhibit 84 is my letter to AUSA regarding three additional privacy waivers 

(at Bates 264), dated April 14, 2011.  It releases the names of Hugh M. Fanning USMC, Capt. 

Peter Richard Matthes, AF, and Capt. Charles Joseph Scharf, AF.  These names are not 

among the 1,711 names that the Primary Next-of-Kin authorized released.  The CIA did not 

specify that it searched for these names."  Hall Aff. ¶ 150. 

180. "It is clear from the information I have set forth above that the CIA was 

involved in collecting and monitoring such information.  In addition, CIA station chiefs 

testified before the Senate Committee that the CIA had primary responsibility for 

interviewing all human sources of such intelligence, including refugees during this period. 

See Exhibit 26, October 1991 Select Committee Deposition COS, Vientiane (1970-1973) 

Bates 111-19."  Hall Aff. ¶ 151. 

 
DATE:  October 21, 2016. 
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Respectfully submitted,  
 
 

     /s/    
James H. Lesar # 114413 
930 Wayne Avenue 
Suite 1111 
Silver Spring, MD  20910 
(301) 328-5920 
jhlesar@gmail.com 
 
Counsel for Plaintiffs 
Roger Hall and SSRI, Inc. 
 
 
 
 /s/    
John H. Clarke # 388599  
1629 K Street, NW  
Suite 300  
Washington, DC 20006  
(202) 344-0776  
Fax: (202) 332-3030  
johnhclarke@earthlink.net 
 
Counsel for plaintiff  
Accuracy in Media, Inc.  
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