NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION

8601 ADELPII ROAD  COLLEGL PARK, MD 20740-6001  NATIONA
www.archives.gov.  ARCHIVES

November 22, 2021

John Clarke
1629 K Street Suite 300
Washington DC 20006

NARA Case Number: NW 66318

Dear Mr. John Clarke:

This is in further response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for access to records in
the custody of the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). Our office received your
request for records on Captain David Lewis Hrdlicka on November 22, 2021.

The Department of the Army declassified one folder totaling 16 pages.

If you are not satisfied with our response to your request, you may administratively appeal by writing to
the address below. The Deputy Archivist must receive your appeal within 90 days of the date of this
letter. Clearly mark the appeal letter and envelope: “FOIA Appeal” and cite the case number in your
appeal letter. You may also submit your appeal to FOIA@nara.gov also addressed to the Deputy
Archivist. All correspondence should reference your internal case tracking number NW 66318. Please
note that denials under the FOIA of access to national security information accessioned by NARA are
made by designated officials of the originating agencies or by NARA under a written delegation of
authority. We will coordinate appeals of denials to national security information with the equity holding
agencies.

Deputy Archivist of the United States (ND)
National Archives and Records Administration
. 8601 Adelphi Road
/ College Park, Maryland 20740-6001

In addition to your right to file an administrative appeal with the Deputy Archivist, you may seek
assistance from our FOIA Public Liaison (FPL), Rebecca Calcagno, 8601 Adelphi Road, Room 5500,
College Park, MD 20740-6001 or at 301-837-3190. Email:DC.foia.liaison@nara.gov

You may also contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS), the Federal FOIA
Ombudsman’s office, for assistance. OGIS offers mediation services to help resolve disputes between
FOIA requesters and Federal agencies. The contact information for OGIS is:

Office of Government Information Services
National Archives and Records Administration

Did you understand our response to your inquiry? If not, please tell us why so we can improve our redsponses.

November 22, 2021 Production 000001



8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Email: ogis@nara.gov
https://www.archives.gov/ogis

Phone: 202-741-5770 or 1-877-684-6448

We have enclosed copies of this material for your convenience. These records are also available for
research use in the research room at the National Archives at College Park.

This concludes the processing of your request. If you have any question about the way we handled your
request, or about our FOIA regulations or procedures, please contact David Fort at David.Fort@nara.gov

Sincerely,
DAVID FORT

Supervisory Archives Specialist
National Declassification Center

Did you understand our response to your inquiry? If not, please tell us why so we can improve our responses.

November 22, 2021 Production 000002
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] %% ACTION: Anembassy VIENTIANE 754 S !
. FE <, - . " ' . . ) ..._._..,:',3.._: ) ) .‘ . ,
o INFO: U.S. Mission GENEVA 2.2.76
Amembagsy BANGKOK Z/&# 9
ac Ameubagsy SAIGON
.25 vl 36‘;‘5" | ey .
{ sAE ol " DOWHGRADED AT (2 YEAR mrsnms
B EE: S HDT AUTORATIC.LLY DEGLASSIFIEB
4 10 - . : ..
£1 " NSC David I» Hrdlicka : ST A
| Iw L
A j:'ﬁ On\) 1 : : : )
: 4 ' SCA - 11, Wife and parents have been contacted individually by USAF and have been
' SCS given text letter allegedly written ‘by Hrdilicka, informed that all efforts
' j "' would be made contact and obtain xelease and cautioned that publicity could
' ; . jeopardize chances.
A’z.'-Depa‘t"t:ﬁent asking ARC br:t.ngv to attention ICRC strong 'possibility, based
‘ on bublica'iionl of let'ter by PL, that Hrdlicka alive and held by FL.
, " 3. Weipian ‘tnform his family that they can address mall and packages for
. ok " him to us which we will :Eorward‘to Embassy V:lentiane for turnover to.
b . -

R ) Canadian 1CC reps and transfer to PI. (in same manner as mail for DaBam:!.n) o« o
1?3» ' . ) )
4, 14 on account Congressional :Lnterest offices Senator Mansfzeld and

COngressman McVicIcer being Jept informed infomation passed to fam:.lyo i
,‘ 6?"3 ] ., ' . '> .- i Ill N * . 4“.. | ’ . ) . l,
é : | ) END ‘ ’ g
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S/AH - Mr. Steams ’ WFE* ¥, White

DODIISA -~ Col. Mpbley (subs)
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st RATICHAL SUILITARY COMMAND ESOVIEN
© 949
" CS373/24/R2
EXX495
00 RUEKDA
DE RUMJFS 178A 1440635
ZNY SSSSS

..~ TO RUEKDA/DOD IMMEDIATE. -
" RUEHC/ YECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1249

- STECRET MAY 24

~SECRET -~  “prfkBREENT OF DEFENSE e

‘0 PHR66628Z ZFF1 MAY 66
FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE

INFO RUMTBK/ AMEMBASSY BANGKOK PRIORITY 849 -
RUFHGV/US MISSION GENEVA PRICGRITY EIGHT - -
RUMJ IR/ AMEMBASSY SAIGON PRIORETY 600 - - N
RUHLHQ/CINCPAC PRIORITY 744

RUMSMA/COMUSMACY PRIORITY

RUECW/CNO PRIORITY

RUE?ES/gﬁAF PRIGRITY . ar 3
STATE GRNC
STAT DOWNGRADED AT 12 YEAR INTERVALS

WaT AUTOPAATIGALLY DEGLASSIFIED

PL EXPLOITATION OF U.S. PILOT
T FIS SAIGON MAY 23 MONITORED BROADCAST WHICH PROVIDES PASSAGES FROM

LETTER ALLEGEDLY WRITTEN BY DOWNED UsS. PILOT TO NLHS CHIEF SOUPHANOUVONG-

NAME USED ALMOST CERTAINLY THAT COF DAVID LOUIS HRDLICKA, U.S..
PILOT WHOSE F-185 SHOT DOWN SOUTHEAST OF “SAM NEUA ON MAY 18, 1965, -

 NAMES, DATES, AND SERIAL NUMBERS USED IN LETTER CORRESPOND VERY CLObELY

TO THOSE WE CARRY HERE FOR CAPT. HRDLICKA.

2+ BASED ON PAST EXPERIENCE PATHET LAO HANDLING OF U.S.° PRISONERS,

BELIEVE WE CAN BE REASONABLY CERTAIN PUBLICA™ ION OF LETTER CONFIRMS

HROL CKA ALIVE. SINGE CAS REPORTING OVER PAST VEAR HAS OFTEN REFERRED

,TO QUOTE TWO U.S. PILOTS UNJUOTE HELD IN CAV.L SE OF SAM NEUA (SEE

IFOV 6993 ANY PREVIOUS), THI; MAY MEAN THAT CAPT. CHARLES E. SHELTON WHO
SHOT DOWN APRIL 29, 1965, IN R7UGHLY SAME AREA IS ALSO ALIVE. . Eu
WE CAN ANTICIPATE QUERIES FROM RESS RE HRDLICKA AND IF AKED, WISH =~ &
PROPOSE: FOLLOWING LINE T~ ALL AGENCIES CONCERNED: JUOTE F l.OT NAMED

CAPT. DAVID LOUIS HRDLICRA HAS BEEN MISSING SINGE HIS PLANE SHOT DOUN

MAY 18, 1965, WHILE ON RLCONNAISSANC MISSION OVER LAOS. HIS NAME HAS

BEEN FURNISHED THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED caoss9 WHICH HAS

(MAY 66)

ACT...ASD/PA-9 ,

INFO...CJCS-1 DJS-3 J1-1 J3 8 J4-3 J5-2 SACSA-5 SAMAA-1 SECDEF -7
ASD/1SA-9 ASD/IL-h ASD/MPR-1 DI A4S c-6 ssoss 1 FILE- 1(79)

-

RLL/S
DA IN 394477
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ATTEMPTED TO DETERMINE HIS WHEREABOUTS AND HIS STATUS. THE SLIGHTLY
GARBLED VERSION OF CAPTAIN HROLICKA'S NAME AND OF HIS SERIAL '
NUMBER BROADCAST RECENTLY BY RADIO PATHET LAO GIVE GROUNDS FOR HOPE

* THAT vHE CAPTAIN MAY BE ALIVE AND A CAPTIVE OF THE PATHET LAO. UNQUOTE.

WE WILL NOT COMMENT FURTHER OTHER THAN TO SAY LET ©R CLEARLY INTENDED
' BY PL FOR PROPAGANDA EXPLOITATION. PLEASE CONF IR SOONEST. _

he RELEASE OF LETTER AND ,USE OF HRDLICKA®S NAME B¢ PL UNDOUBTEDLY

INTENDED- TO BE PEGGED ON RECENT PUBLICATION OF LAOS MILITARY AIR

CASUALTIES. THIS UNFORTUNATE EXAMPLE OF COMPLICATIONS WE. CAN GET

INTO BY ONE SIMPLE SLIP IN PUBLIC H\NDLING OF AIR OPERATIONS AND.

CASUALTIES IN LAOS: IN THIS CASE, DISPATCH OF ROUTINE UNCLASSIFIED NEXT .

OF KIN NOTICE (SEC DEF DTG 2622212 APRIL)s THIS S OULD REMIND US OF
NEED TO TIGHTEN UP ALL OUR PROCEDURES 10 KEEP-QUIET WAR REALLY QUIET,-
GP=-3o SULLIVAN
BT .

NNNN

'ADV GOPY TO 0SD/NMMCC

' REF'zegzzlz IS OUT 9394(ASD/PA)

f

. | 2 OF -2 ~J €5-91803

' NOTE : ADV CY SENT TO ACSI AT 241347Z MAY 66
'REF NOT IDENTIFIED

ACTION: OSD (ARMY ACS!)
DISTR : DCSOPS,CINFO, TAG,DCSPER
DA IN 394477
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- NOTE: REF

, PEIRTVMENT OF DE  NSE o Tireg
%EGR-E’E . — " NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND OENT TER 4125’0"/.3
. MESSAGE CENTER 262 3 4
: . b " :/: '5'.;_!:?'14‘..::‘. “.nny
B O nleaind
P 1 e 0 || 53337
FOR NMCC /MC
F389/JCS199/08/R? /}C(M% 77 : SERVICE
00 RUEKDA -
E RUHLKY 105 TOPHQD READD WH/ST/ 608 04 192
ZMY $SSSS
0P ga913¢ JUN 66 *
M CINCPACAF .
T0 RUMSMA /COMUSMACY ~ \MMEDIATE

RUMSBJ/7AF TAN SON NHUT AB VIETNAM

INFO RUEKDA/0ASD /PA WASH DC
RUHLHQ/CINCPAC

RUEDHQA/ 1127 USAF FLBACTYGP FT BELVOIR VA
WEEN/ 699SG HICKAM AFB HAWAIIL

RUMABA/ 13AF CLARK AB PHIL

RUMJFS/AMEMB V IENT ) ANE DOYINS GP 3

RUMJ IR /AMEMB SAIGON RVN - m"i‘} AP;!TDEB AT 12 YEAR INTERVALS
RUMT BK/AMEMB BANG KOK THAILAND OMATI

RUMJMA/DET & , | CALLY DECLASSIFIED

956 MANILA PHIL

RUMBAN/DET 5, 6499SG BANGKOK THAILAND

RUMBDF /DET 5,. 6499SG UDORN THAIL AND
RUMSBJ/DET '8, 6499SV TAN SON NHUT AB VIETNAM

- RUMBAN/COMUSMACTHA

87 .
SETRE T7 CS 93377 JUN 66. DELIVER FIRST DUTY HOUR.

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE R F_CAPT DAVID HRDLICKA BY PATHET LAO (S)s
FEF A - PACAF SECRET/CS 23756 DTG 0561 UN 66,

REF B - SECDEF SECRET/DEF 3178 DTG 2883227 MAY é6.

REF C - CINCPAC SECRET/DTG 1988 BZ MAY 66, '

REF A DOES NOT AFFECT RESPONSIBILITIES OF COLONEL EBY AS SET-
FORTH IN REF B AND C. IT 1S EXPECTED EBY WILL ACCOMPANY PARTY
T0 MEET HRDLICKA REGARDLESS OF RELEASE LOCATION AND REMAIN WITH

~ HIM AS PART OF ANY PARTY INCLUDING REMOVAL-TO.CLARK (AS PER

:REF A) AND/OR FURTHER UNTIL RELIEVED. GP-3.

A (23756 ) IS DA IN 409348 (5 JUN 66) 0SD (ARMY DCSPER)
REF B (3178) IS DA IN 400208 (28 MAY 66) 0SD (ARMY CINFO)
C (1908152) 1S NOT IDENTIFIED

. ,,«"'(-2)
ACTION: 0SD (ARMY DCSPER)
DISTR:  OCOFSA, 0SA, DCSOPS, ACSI, TJAG, CINFO
DA IN L4i2567. - - - 2= .




- REOORE T ". A28
SECRET _ BEPARTMENT OF DE_NSE | Hr5e27 |
: : -NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER )
. | " MESSAGE CENTER - 26217 0
iy . L d e g e ,\:r, e e ~
ik | s By ;

0.1 ,A:,.‘_. S ' .

reiniaie 18, Maryland CALLS 33’—‘?07

» | © FORNMCCY
Fayey - Jos sso/er/ - SERVICE
) P RUEPJK : o 781
INY SSSSS ZOV RyEPCM | g 08 0
. TOASD/PA WASHDC - READD WH/ST// | -
2 OVEA 183 |
= PP RUEPAA
. (E RUMBAN 694 B81317
b INY $SSSS
o P_a19

-~ M DET 5 6499SPTGP BANGKOK THAILAND  _.

@) 10 RUHLKM/HQ 6599SPT GP HICKAM AFB HAWAI'l = =

.  RUMSBJ/ 7AF TSN AB RVN

o RUHL KM/C INCPACAF .

INFO RUEPAA/OASD /PA WASH DC

: RUHL HO/C I NCPAC ‘

- RUEDHQA/ 112 TF H USAF FAG FT BELVOIR VA

L RUMBDF /7AF 13AF UDORN AB THAIL AND : @ 3
M M

BT S/AMEND, ¥ 1ENT 1ANE | OCWNERADED AT 12 yeap INTERVALY

< RUABSG/AMEMB SA IGON -~ HOT AUTOMATIGALLY pEGLASSIFIE

i RUMSBJ/DET 6 6499SPT GP TSN AB RVN | B

RUMJMA /DET & 6499SPT GP MANILA Pl

) RUMABAZ 1BAF CLARK AB PI ’

: RUMBOF/DET 5 6499SPT GP UDMRN AB THAILAND ‘

it |

S SEERETTMDET 5 36666 JUN 66, 6499 FOR CAPT PETIX,
" & . @F FOR DIPS, CINCPACAF FOR DIOE, CINCPAC FOR J=2, 1127TH FOR AFVIABB -
FOR MAJ WESTBROOK, 7AF/13AF OR DI, MACY FOR COL EBY, AMEMB, VIENT .
e FOR AIRA, D6 6499 FOR CMDR, D4 6499FOR CMDR, 13AF FOR DI, MACTHAI FOR
Lo J-2 SUBJECT : PLANNING FOR POSSIBLE RELEASE CAPT HRDL ICKA..
REFs ) TAF DIPS 31536 JUN 66, 7
(B) PACAF CS 23750 JUN 66, . _
MSG IN FOUR PARTS. PART ONE, DET 5, AMEMB, AND COMUSMACTHAI
.~ -« CONCUR WITH ADVISABILITY HROLICKA'S EARLY
L " REMOVAL TO CLARK SHOULD RETURN TO US CONIROL TAKE PLACE IN THAILAND,
PART TWO. SHOULD RELEASE: BE EFFECTED AT VIENTIANE, D5/USAIRA WILL
COORD INATE EVACUATION. TO UDORN AB, THAILAND, FOR MEDICAL EXAM THENCE

() _ -

oo o 66) “

[ INFO...CJCS-1 DJS-3 J1-1 J3-8 SACSA-5 SECDEF-7 ASD/ISA-9 DIA-15
Ty f ASD/PA-1 w/Hquss-3\£§§;zLCNo-2ACSAF-I CMC-6 (RF) FILE-1
a (64IML/CL | 5 :

SR o ' v 7 [53(:5
N - G e - /,/\/ %
~ PAGE 1 OF

Y DA IN 412527

gREfoer 22, 2021 Productiofhi0008



PARTMENT OF DF "NSE

’ . - RATIONAL MSLITARY COMMAND CEmvER

MESSAGE GENTER

T0 CLARK. PRELIMINARY DEBRIEFING WILL BE INITIATED AT EARL'IEST

FEASIBLE TIME AND CONTINUED INFORMALLY WHILE ENROUTE TO CLARK.

SHOWD RETURN BE EFFECTED AT ANY LOCATION IN THAILAND OTHER THAN

WORN AB, ROUTING WILL BE FIRST TO KORAT AB FOR MEDICAL EXAM, THENCE
T0 CLARK. PART THREE,” IN ACCORDANCE WITH AGREEMENT WORKED OUT DUR=-

ING SMITH/MC CLURE CASE, AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY (BANGKOK) HAS REAFF IRM=

B0 WILL INGNESS AUSTRAL IAN GOVERNMENT TO PROVIDE RAAF- AIRLIFT FOR EVA=
QUATION TO THAILAND ANY AMERICAN MILITARY PERSONNEL RECOVERED IN

PHNOM PENH, CAMBODIA. CANBERRA HAS AUTHORIZED MILITRY ATTACHE BANG-

KK TO USE WRGENT REQUEST RAAF BUTTERWORTH TO PROCURE ACFT FOR THIS
PRPOSE. IN SUCH: EVENT , COORDINATION WITH ROYAL THAI GOVERNMENT WILL
ENABLE EVACUAT ION DIRECT TO KORAT AB, THUS B: ~PASSING BANGKOK NEWSMEN,
USAF AIRLIFT SHOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR REMAINDER OF TRIP, PART FOUR,

FOR 7AF AND CINCPACAF, SHOULD HROLICKA BE RETURNED TO U.S. CONTROL

IN THAILAND IMMED IATE AIRLIFT REQUIRMENTS WILL BE GENERATED AS -
FOLLOWS: () IF POINT OF RETURN TO U.S. CONTROL IS OTHER THAN UDORN ‘
AB OR DON MUANG AB, NEED WILL EXIST TO EXPEDITE AIRLIFT EITHER UDORN

R BANGKOK DEBRIEFING TEAM TO HRDL ICKA LOCATION. SINCE TEAMS NO

LARGER THAN FOLR MEN EACH, RECOMMEND TEMPORARY POSIT IONING ONE T=39
AT EITHER UDORN OR DON MUANG UNDER CONTROL O TACC, UDORN THUS ALLOW-
ING. USE BY DEP COMDR 7AF/13AF TO FULFILL IN-COUNTRY COMMITTMENTS, WHILE
AT SAME TIME ENABLING FAST RESPONSE. TO BIG ECHO. O SINCE DECISION
MADE TO EVACUATE TO CLARK, TIME EN-ROUTE SHOULD BE USED TO CONT INUE

R INITJATE PREL IMINARY DEBRIEFING ,THEREFORE AIRLIFT AIRCRAFT SHOULD

B ABLE TO ACCOMMODATE RETURNEE. PLUS AT LEAST TWO MEMBERS OF DEBRIEF-
ING TEAM AND ANY OTHER (S) CONSIDERED NECESSARY BY HIGHER HQ, E.G. COL
EBY. SAME T-39 CAN FULFILL THIS REQUIREMENT PROVIDED NO~ADDIT IONAL
PERSONS DIRECTED TO ACCOMPANY, REQUEST REPLY REF AIRCRAFT/AIRLIFT
REQUIRENENT » GP=3 o .
or o . S
NNN

REF A IS 19418
REF B IS 21884

ADV CY TO NMCC PAGE 2 OF -2 26270
NOTE: 31536 IS NOT IDENTIFIED
23750 1S DA IN 409348 (5 JUL 66) 0SD (ARMY DCSPER)
ACTION: 0SD (ARMY DCSPER)
DISTR : OCOFSA, ‘0SA, DCSOPS,_ACSI, _TJAG, CINFO
DA IN 412527 — B PAGE 2
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co, USAC1 Recards Faur:y ~ A N']‘ OF DEFENSE— i

S'EGR'E'T Fort Holabird mnmu, AtUTARY COMMAND CEMTER 2 | 8 8 4 ‘.

Baltimore 18, Mary!;-d RUESSARE CEMATR
66 v JCS207/=5 ‘ G{'A'LL 53337
P gtt%gg;m?ﬂ | 409348 FOSREP:{\}.&{gc
%Yng&g 1043 15602 16 U
PR 058 1452 : | | 605 055012

PP RUMSBJ RUMSMA
(E RUHLKM 1043 1560216
INY SSSSS - 66
_PR_8 JUN
M cnﬁggimr\‘”—‘
T0 RWMSBJ/ TAF TSN RVN
INFO RUEPDA/OASD DA WASHDC
RUH. HQ/ C INCPAC
RUEDHQA/ 112 7-USAF FLDACHY GP FT BELVOIR VA

EN/6499SG HICKAM AFB HAW , '

RUMABA/ T3AF CLARK AB Pl ‘

RUMBDFG/AMEMB Y IENT IANE 6P 3~

RUAJ IR/AMEMB. SA IGON RVN DOWNGRADED AT I2 YEAR INTERVALS

RUMTBK/AMEMB BANGKOK THA| ,
RUUMAZDET & 159955 MANILA PI NOF AUTOMATIGALLY DECLASSIFIED

RUIMBAN/DET 5 649986 BANGKOK THAI

RUMBOF/DET 5 6499 WORN THAY : 4
RUMSBJ/DET 6 6499 TSN RVN :

RUMSMA/ COMUSMACY

- RUMBAN/ COMUSMACTHA |

B" “
SE-CRET/CS 23758 JUN 66,
UBJ s POSSIBLE RELEASE OF CAPT DAV ID HROL ICKA BY- PATHET_LAO.(S),
REFERENCE~7AF "SECRET MSG DTG 030888 JUN 66, CITE DIPS/31536.
IN EVENT HROL ICKA RELEASED THRU SAIGON, DET 6, 6499 WILL ASSUME
RESPONSIBILITY FOR PROJECT . SHOULD RELEASE OCCLR THRU BANGKOXK,
0L ILES DET S WILL ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR PROJECT. THIS HQS
ONCURS (N IMMEDIATE REMOVAL OF SUBJECT FROM SEA AND DESIRES
MMED JATE MVMT TO CLARK AB Pl, SUBJECT SHOULD BE GIVEN MEDICAL
EXAM AND REST AT CLARK AS REQUIRED AND ACCESS SHOULD BE L IMITED
AND CLOSELY CONTROLLED. ENVISION PARTY WILL BE MET AT CLARK BY
ANIEL A. PETIX, MQ . 6499SG, IMPERA- :
TIVE ACCESS TO SUBJECT BE EXTREMELY L IMITED, UNTIL SUCH TIME AS ST
] :;S DETERMINED OTHERWISE BY THIS HQS.
G"' ]
m U -

J

NOTE: REF 030808z 1S NOT IDENTIFIED
ACTION: 0SD (ARMY DCSPER)

DISTR ¢+ OCOFSA, OSA, DCSOPS, ACSI, TJAG
DA IN 14093h8 .
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. ey S s Fagili
By e SRR L
lJ 2 DAL ' RESERVED FOR COISISUNICATION CENTER » Maryland
Gy T e o wcss:.svso'zm | 8FO: u,;cs A .,S 3.J1=1 J3-8 SACSA-5 NMCC-1 -
A ST '-m'ﬂ - ISECDEF-7 ASD/(SK-9 Sg%gAal DIA- 15 1 CNO-2
i iy s cun. SSIF SAT L
f?éj | |. 5C l. N, LCMC%H'{,H.ES-W61) ﬁ Tt ‘,‘ﬁ kel ,9 4 l
1y - REF 23710 NOT 1OENTIFIED 2“%5 -

Fad? : MULTT |SINGLE] =, lu,,. {,"S, r BRI LSuM “Px J J

. - TYPEMSG ‘ x _ , *‘ o ',; le‘g $3337

51 R T : SRR “w cu u" -wr S7He

i g *  PRECEDENGE ° . . S PR : ’g v'SCc

! Acrion' PRAORITY - : 398 ’71 4 it =

‘“.fo —— . ,\ — P 'ﬂQMom '
L '.R?moducem of this mestage In whole or in i j,':". b DISTRIBUTION;‘_'

i . sartis pronibited aithout approval of the ~ . 3 . * :.'
oliu:e of pumary responslbimy (See HOI ltNi) g

A e g ""» GF 4 ‘
o - powmmnen AT 3 YEfR m.s] j)
f ~COMUSMACV "ll\ HEGLBSIFIED' IFT ! e
e ‘.. COMUSMACTHAT TS P

. 13AF CLARK AB PHIL @ - - o SAF'USA -3 ,
Ha . AMEMBASSY SAIGON VIETNAM g

: . TAF TAN SON NHUT AB VIEI‘NAM AFYXFDR ‘-(//a?

| AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE LAOS R Sy R
AL e T iMavBASSY BANGKOK THAILAND. =7
A e 1127 USAF FAG FT BELVOIR o YRR

b SECREI‘ SAF-OI 92209 MAY 1966 CReL TR L .' mx
FOR INFORMATZON OFFICE. Subject. | Possible Release of Deta:inee. I

i ’ ﬁeference CINCPACAF Confidential DIOE 23710 May 66 This message

\ f?m Four Parts.' Part I Reference message sta’lj.es possib:.‘.l.:.ty exists

i }?‘ that release of Capt David. 1.. Hrdlicka @725&1 by Pathet Lao may be |

f” ; "n.nmunent and quotes monitored radio broadcast by radio Pa.thet Lao.

o Broadcast carried letter alledgedly wrltten by' Ca.pt Hrdlicka to e -

o 1 I S
Fa Pr:.nce Souphanouvong requesting relea.se. Refenenoed message also L W
‘fj ~3-_-'~= requested SAF-OI hnformatlon pol:.oy guidanoe :up ?ccorda.nce with . . v
xj : § AFR 200.27 and PACAF Suppl Ono AFR 200-27. Part . DOD and State T R——TY

3”{ ‘ 'here queried in Secret message 1240 2k D{aﬁ!‘ ‘fg%@ i ('& };ﬂ‘a% sy _ ozlﬁ _ 3&10
B Vlentiane which proposed line in answer to -query for use by all P‘g?;a 33606,_.
ey f PR

i’i - agencies concerned.. S'bate/DOD Secret message: 746 26y '¢Bnourred 1 PAGES
; W D TYPED NAME AND TITLE. . -'pgnoaésé L -: srsﬁfzr/uws

.. '3 §r{ JOHN M, CONNOLLY, JR. 159667 Z /

Tg;‘;j?,‘g 21Major, USAF ' ' ) 3 :E; 24” ny

it Pl &P Diviel A { #YPED for stamapad) ¥ B TITH

.. : | oftice op SEname Division slunltiean 6, ﬂm‘im,nrigauer Gehoral, USAP
#] 121 DA_IN 39871k . ' !

by sl:cunmrcussww:srou. &R _9 AD B e
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“, ABBREVIATED JOINT MESSAGEFORM T

IR - *and/or CONTINUATION SHEET
PRECEOENCE RELEASED BY . DRAFTED BY ¢ |PHONE. ¢
. | ~e¥a PRIORTTY ' | ey
1 inFoO - 1

) in following Embassy proposed line in answor to press query. Quote‘:l, R
Pilot named Capt Dav::.d I.ouis Hrdla.cka has been mssing since his G

plane shot down May 18, 1965, over Laos. His name has been furnished

o _ Capt.ain Hrdl:.cka s name and-of his serial number broadoasl', recently by S

: Captain Hrdllcka—were eorrl'.aoted personally 24 Mfuy by sem.or Air Foroe

A S e s

" we do not know what the COnmunists are planm.ng and any statemen'h

W e B i,

;s releasm Parents -and wife indicated full coopqq‘ation. : Part‘. . ‘
g SAF-OI is formulating informat:.on pol:LcJ guidanee re Capt Hrdlicka s

: No connnent m.ll be made on hore base of Capt Hr.dllcka's a.:.rcraft __j

‘the International Gommttbes of the Red Cross, wh:n.ch atbempted to deter-':.":"

‘mine his whereabouts and his status. *.The slightly garbled version of

Radio Pathet Lao give grounds for hope that 'l;he Captain may be alive |

and a capt:.ve of the Pathet-Lao. Unquote. Sbate/DOD msg also stated '
that if further queriea on nabure of ‘mission spokesmen will reply with '_..
| st.andard line, :l..e. U'S. hes been conduoting repce missions over Laoe '

.rr'n;

sinoe May 1964 &t requesi‘..of RLG.- Part IIT. Parents and wife of

off:.cers. Officers nrnvided nexb-of—k:m with texl'. of :mbercepbed
: !'.4

broadcast and requested that they do not discuss i'bs contents since

affecting thelr pla.ns might pre;udice Capt Hrd;l.:wka s possn.ble - 92204

pOSSlble release :m coordination w:i.th DOD and,&‘;ate. For present, :
11‘ querled limit response to line oontained in g’art II this message.,.;
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}' i ,7AF authorized ‘bo use approved answer to query w‘ith MACV conourrenoa.
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E e Queries to USAF in Thailand will be referred tq MACTHAI Release of _ﬁ
: additional mformation :i.a not authorized at this time. Request this E
% headquarters bo kept informmd of, developmentsnﬂ v
{; .=;
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NOTE: REF 23710 IS NOT IDENTIFIED .
REF 1240, 1S DA IN 394477 (24 MAY 66) 0SD (ARMY ACS!)

REF 746 1S DA IN 395649 (25 MAY 66) STATE DEPT (ARMY ACSI)
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SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
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PRECEDENCE ’

~ 1 ACTION

L] INFC

RELEASED. CI

. |DRAFTED BY

“[FHONE..

| tbe United Ste.tes. .
'miss:l.on on. which he was shot down make this ma.tter more highly sensi-‘

. ligence debrieﬁ.ng tea.m.

(S) H:.ghly poss;ble Pathet Lao will make further pub.uc ex=" 1

‘2, ( S) Essential that media. coverage incldent to possible relea.se

All concerned must meke every effort to

"tive from publlc affa.irs viewpoint (Refs A a.nd B) .
| (S) If releesed, detainee will ha.ve per:i.sha.ble, high-priozd.ty
' inte].h.gence :Ln:foma.tion vital to na.tional seeurity. /ﬁe ma.y need
-‘medica.l a.ttentlon a.nd reassurance a.s to personel welfere a.nd morale.
-PAGAF intelh.gence personnel are prepa.red to s.ct quickly on these

matters in accordance with pertinent direct:x.ves.

responsibilit:.es must ‘be carried out in full coordinat:.on m.th intel-

a.efinitely not su'b,ject to action under UCMJ but good exa.mple of proper

resista.nce to enemy interrogation, expeditious press cOVerage oi’ his

) ffposure of letter a.llegedly wﬁtten by Ca.pt Hrd]icka t0 Prince

'-:‘Imperata.ve C'a.pt Hrd.hcka. nét 'be pre.judged and that public affa.irs re’

.‘his possz.ble release be handled expeditiously a.nd expertly. ' v

'be held ebsolute minimum until a.ll facts are ascertaa.ned by intel- '_-' o

. .
4-'".4.'.

: !’protect integrity of :.ndividual and 1nterests of the Armed Forces angd - 'r
Locatione home” 'base Cept HrdJicka's a:.rcra.f‘t and‘

',

Pub.'L:.c affa:i.rs

ngence. If found Ce.pt HrdJicka. letter is complete hoax a.nd. detaa.nee

' Souve.nouvong (Refs C and D) , then release him as propaga.nda move. - e 8 '..
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experiences, at proper time ‘and within bounds of security, hlghly
" B ) k I ) 4 , ’?: s
I-\;ORITOD PAGE &NO. OF |MESSAGE IDENTIFICATION

14

BN e 8«:‘no~s - Grp IV , 4
e

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

0024 PEERYon 000045



ABBRE_ \TED JOINT RETORI SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

e ) and/or CONTIN - SE}GREP" ol
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" 3 3 ]

‘lhi‘f&‘ & - .~ . Ce . ) . I
s : B R —l
desira.’ble. However, if. Bis' actions during detention are found to

reflect d:.scred:.t, exposura "to media musy be restr:;cted ) limi:bed i

':‘-:‘i* . '\.,-‘-_‘._" e e
Tos . .

sta.tements 'by pub]ic aﬁ’aa.rs spokesmen pend:.ng oompletion of full A

investiga.t:.on. - 'i cL '.' : ’-\; T S,

. K v

(U) Recommend tha.t experienced senior Air Force ‘infoxmation ofﬁcer .
be dgesignated as pubhc affairs representative to accompany debrieﬁng o .

‘} .~ ~'.x ';...'." K
team;:o release po:.nt, worlc closely vith overa.‘l.l project oﬁ:l.cer -.'.-',j"- L

and &%t as pt‘zlolic affairs spokesma.n through aJ_'L phases as . :.nc:.dent
deVeg.ops. ,S’uggest'agolonel Roberb R. Eby, presently assigned to E

MAC\EA Qf‘f:.ce o:f Information, -'be named to th:.s duty. B " Colonel Eby has
intq;.ligence background a.nd ex_perience in handl'l.ng pu‘b]ic a.ﬁ‘airs 1 ' S

. R .; ,..-~-,.-~A RS - .
*:r"- . L I . S
- »

o ’during similar incident.v '.--;= T T

gx) Request msn(m) 'be kept fully in:f'omed of actions taken and”

<
AN ' ¥
l.".

t‘ W e e ?'t- .

furmgn-ammaqmmaum re(kmm Hﬂﬂicka {}J;ihgh.;:ft;:g

i 4
NOTE: REF's A THRU D ARE NOT iDENTIFIED.
ACTION: OSD (ARMY : CINFO)

DISTR :~ OCOFSA, OSA, ACS|, DCSOPS
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